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Catholic convocation: Combination pep
rally, retreat inspires leaders
BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN
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Delegates (from left) Carl Loesch, Jeff Boetticher, Stacy Noem and Lisa and Fred Everett of the Diocese of Fort WayneSouth Bend attend Mass during the Convocation of Catholic Leaders that convened in Orlando, Fla., July 1-4. The
retreat-style event intended to reinvigorate the evangelization efforts of those involved in diocesan leadership, and
facilitated conversations about how to address the challenges to effective evangelization.

ORLANDO, Fla. (CNS) — From
July 1-4 the main floor of the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Orlando
was transformed into a huge
parish hall with places for worship, prayer, discussion, and
even coffee and doughnuts during the “Convocation of Catholic
Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel in
America.”
At the convocation, 3,500
church leaders — men and
women religious, bishops and
laypeople — gathered to set a
new course for the U.S. Catholic
Church.
Following a retreat format,
each day started and ended
with group prayer. Mass was
celebrated each day in the hotel
ballroom, and there were plenty of scheduled times for the
sacrament of reconciliation and
private prayer in a large room
turned into an adoration chapel.
Many of the keynote sessions took the form of pep talks
encouraging delegates to share
their faith boldly with the world
CONVO, page 10

Journey to final vows reveals how ‘it takes a diocese’
Sister Isaac Marie Breckler, OP, a
Bishop Dwenger High School graduate who grew up in Noble County, will
complete her perpetual profession
with the Dominican Sister of Mary,
Mother of the Eucharist, at Christ the
King Church in Ann Arbor, Mich., this
month. A high school science teacher,
she looks forward to continuing to
explore the intersection of faith and
science with her students.

BY WILLIAM SCHMITT

W

hen Sister Isaac Marie
Breckler, OP, a native
of Avilla, makes her
final vows in the Community of
the Dominican Sisters of Mary,
Mother of the Eucharist, at 10
a.m. July 25, her focus will be
on future commitments. Those
include daily eucharistic adoration and teaching high school
science, in line with her order’s
drive to serve the new evangelization and “to contemplate and
give to others the fruits of our
contemplation.”
Experiences of personal witness and prayer that she recalled
in her family, in St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish and its school
in Avilla, at Bishop Dwenger High
School and at the University of
St. Francis combined to reveal a
roadmap for discerning God’s call
to a vocation in the religious life.

Provided by the Dominican Sisters of Mary,
Mother of the Eucharist

“I’m very grateful to the diocese,” Sister Isaac Marie said.
“It’s a great place, because the
faith is lived.”
She reflected on many steps
that advanced her toward her 2009
entry into the growing Sisters of
Mary in Ann Arbor, a religious
order consecrated to Jesus through
Mary, dedicated largely to Catholic
K-12 education and credited with
a national impact two decades
after its founding.

Crucial steps were taken early
as Sister Isaac Marie grew up on
a small farm in Noble County,
part of a family that prayed the
rosary together every night. Her
mother frequented daily Mass;
her uncle, Father Glenn Kohrman,
a longtime priest of the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend, provided
inspiration, and she attended St.
Mary Catholic School.
“I realize now what a rare privilege it was to have religious sisters still at the school,” she said.
Two members of the Franciscan
Sisters of the Sacred Heart taught
her in first grade and in middle
school. “They were wonderful,
joyful religious, so I had that witness throughout my formative
years.”
Sister Theresa’s classes in
middle school read biographies of
saints, making the young student
more interested in religious life
BRECKLER, page 4

2

TODAY’S CATHOLIC
Official newspaper of the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend
P.O. Box 11169
Fort Wayne, IN 46856
PUBLISHER: Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades

Editorial Department
PUBLICATIONS MANAGER: Jodi Marlin
PAGE DESIGNER: Francie Hogan
BRAND SPECIALIST: Molly Gettinger
NEWS SPECIALIST: Mark Weber

Business Department

T O D A Y ’S CA T H O L I C

July 16, 2017

‘The Joy of the Gospel
in America’
IN TRUTH
AND
CHARITY
BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES

BUSINESS MANAGER: Stephanie A. Patka
BOOKKEEPING/CIRCULATION: Geoff Frank
circulation@diocesefwsb.org

Advertising Sales
Jackie Parker
jparker@diocesefwsb.org
(260) 399-1449

Website: www.todayscatholic.org

Published weekly except second
Sunday of January; and every other
week from the third Sunday in June
through the second Sunday of
September by the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, 1103 S. Calhoun
St., P.O. Box 390, Fort Wayne, IN 46801.
Periodicals postage paid at Fort Wayne,
IN, and additional mailing office.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
Today’s Catholic, P.O. Box 11169, Fort
Wayne, IN 46856-1169
or email: circulation@diocesefwsb.org
MAIN OFFICE: 915 S. Clinton St., Fort
Wayne, IN 46802. Telephone (260)
456-2824. Fax: (260) 744-1473.
BUREAU OFFICE: 1328 Dragoon Trail,
Mishawaka, IN 46544. Telephone (260)
456-2824. Fax (260) 744-1473.
News deadline is 10 days prior to
publication date. Advertising deadline
is nine days before publication date.
Today’s Catholic may be reached at :
Today’s Catholic,
P.O. Box 11169, Fort Wayne, IN
46856-1169; or email:
editor@diocesefwsb.org
(ISSN 0891-1533)
(USPS 403630)

Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/diocesefwsb

Follow us on Twitter
@diocesefwsb

Follow us on Instagram
@diocesefwsb

From July 1 to 4, Catholic leaders from
dioceses throughout the United States
gathered in Orlando, Florida, for a National
Convocation to reflect on our call to be missionary disciples in the United States today.
It was an energizing experience for me
and our diocesan delegation to be with our
brothers and sisters from throughout the
country to pray together and to share experiences and insights on what it means to be a
Church of missionary disciples.
3,500 bishops, priests, deacons, religious
and lay leaders participated in the National
Convocation on the theme: “The Joy of the
Gospel in America.” It was an inspiring event
as we experienced beautiful liturgies, listened
to many excellent speakers, participated in
interesting break-out sessions and engaged
in informal conversations with other Catholic
leaders from throughout our country. The
atmosphere was one of joy and hope, even in
the face of serious challenges in the task of
evangelization today.
The Convocation looked at the cultural
and spiritual landscape of the Church in
our country and how Christ is calling us
to be missionary disciples in the mission
field of our country today. We considered
the increasing secularization of our society,
in which nearly 25 percent of Americans,
including many former Catholics, now identify as religiously unaffiliated (the “nones”).
We reflected on the increasing diversity of
the Catholic Church in our country, the huge
Hispanic presence, the growth of the Church
in the South and West, and the declining
Catholic population in the Northeast and
Midwest. We also looked at the challenges
we face in the context of what Pope Francis
calls a “throw-away culture,” including problems such as the erosion of marriage and
family life and threats to religious freedom.
As we reflected on the difficult challenges, it was not all “doom and gloom.” The
Christian attitude of hope in God and the joy
of discipleship permeated the Convocation
as we recognized that challenges needed to
be faced with renewed faith and trust in the
power of God’s grace. We looked at opportunities as well as challenges. We need to be a
Church that goes forth and does not retreat
from the challenges we face. We cannot be
complacent.
Many speakers emphasized that in going
out as missionary disciples, we must also
“go in,” that is, we must encounter Christ
ourselves and commit ourselves to ongoing
conversion and holiness of life. The saints
show us the way. This communion with
Christ in His Church fills us with joy for witness and mission and prevents discouragement.
One of the main themes of the
Convocation was the call to go out “to the
peripheries.” As Pope Francis says, “all of us
are asked to obey the Lord’s call to go forth
from our comfort zone in order to reach all
the peripheries in need of the light of the

Stephanie A. Patka

Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, D.C., was one of several distinguished speakers
at the “Convocation of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of The Gospel in America.” According to Catholic News
Service, Cardinal Wuerl urged the participants who were present to take a look at each other and realize that they, as lay leaders in the church, are responsible for spreading the Gospel message and they
shouldn’t waste the moment.
Gospel.” We discussed these peripheries in
the mission field of the Church in the United
States, not just social and geographical
peripheries, but also the existential peripheries. It means going out to people who
are hurting and wounded, who suffer from
material or spiritual poverty, to those with
addictions, to those who are exploited, to all
in need of the love and mercy of Christ. In
the words of Pope Francis, the Church is to
be like a “field hospital,” where people can
receive the healing gifts of Our Lord’s mercy
and peace. This discussion of going out to
the peripheries stirred us all to think about
our own dioceses and parishes and what we
are doing or not doing to bring the Gospel of
joy to those who are struggling in life.
The beautiful liturgies and our prayers
together at the Convocation reminded us
that our missionary discipleship must be
nourished by our own union with Christ and
openness to the Holy Spirit. We are called
to be “Spirit-filled evangelizers.” We cannot give to others what we ourselves do not
have. In other words, we cannot neglect our
own personal encounter with Jesus Christ if
we hope to bring others to encounter Jesus.

The best evangelizers are those who live
holy lives. We must allow the Holy Spirit to
enlighten, guide and direct us in all that we
do.
At the end of the Convocation, Archbishop
Christophe Pierre, the Apostolic Nuncio to the
United States, said that he would tell Pope
Francis about the Convocation and “how the
Spirit is alive in the Church in the United
States.” He said that he will tell the Holy
Father “of the commitment of the many missionary disciples and their love for Jesus.”
This commitment and love was evident to me
at the National Convocation. It is a commitment and love that I see in our diocese, but
a commitment that, I pray, will grow. Every
Catholic is called to be a joyful missionary
disciple. Imagine the fruits for evangelization
if every Catholic would embrace this calling!
Devotion to our Blessed Mother was also
evident at the Convocation. Mary is the “Star
of the New Evangelization.” She is a beautiful model of missionary discipleship. May
Our Lady help us with her prayers to experience the love of her Son and to bring the joy
of the Gospel to all whom we meet!
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Public schedule
of Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades

CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn

A painting of the “Discovery of the Mississippi” is seen at the U.S. Capitol in Washington July 6. The artwork depicts
Hernando de Soto, a Spanish explorer, standing at the Mississippi River with priests, praying and placing a crucifix in
the ground.

Tuesday, July 18: 6:45 p.m. — Legatus Reception and Dinner,
Monsignor Kuzmich Life Center, St. Vincent de Paul Church, Fort
Wayne
Friday, July 21: 7 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, St. Henry
Church, Fort Wayne
Saturday, July 22: 10 a.m. — Mass for Deacons and Wives,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Warsaw
Saturday, July 22: 4:30 p.m. — Mass, St. Gaspar Church, Rome
City
Sunday, July 23: 8 a.m. — Mass at 4-H Fair, Elkhart County
Fairgrounds, Elkhart
Sunday, July 23: 7:30 p.m. — XLT Night, Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne
Monday, July 24: 9:30 a.m. — Groundbreaking for University
of Saint Francis Science Building and Chapel, Fort Wayne
Wednesday, July 26: 11 a.m. — Mass for 50th Anniversary of
Saint Anne Home, Randallia Chapel, Fort Wayne
Thursday, July 27: 8:30 a.m. — Meeting of Board of Directors
of Our Sunday Visitor, Huntington
Friday, July 28: 2 p.m. — Mass with Installation of Archbishop
of Indianapolis, Sts. Peter and Paul Cathedral, Indianapolis

Images of faith preserved at Capitol attest to role of religion in U.S.
BY JOSEPHINE VON DOHLEN

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Elaborate artwork adorns the
monumental buildings in the
nation’s capital, depicting the
beauty and grandeur of the neoclassical era that inspired these
buildings.
It is within these various
forms of art that the principles
on which the United States was
founded come to life.
Much of this artwork illustrates virtue and features several religious figures, highlighting
the influence of religion in the
history of the United States.
Father Eugene Hemrick, a
priest of the Diocese of Joliet,
Ill., is a columnist for Catholic
News Service and the author
of the book “One Nation Under
God,” which looks at the
various religious symbols and
images scattered throughout
Washington.
To Father Hemrick, the early
history of the United States
makes it clear that the founders
were dedicated to God and that
their faith influenced their decisions for the nation.
“This country was established with a very strong
religious background,” Father
Hemrick said in an interview
July 3 with CNS.
According to a book published by the Department of
the Interior, the men who
signed the Constitution were
predominantly members of the
Protestant denominations that
characterized early America,
with only two men, Daniel
Carroll and Thomas Fitzsimons,
being Catholic.
“So we have their representation that these people were
very conscious of religion,” said
Father Hemrick, who is in resi-

dence at St. Joseph Church on
Capitol Hill.
The influence of a history
teacher that Father Hemrick had
years ago instilled within him a
deep love for history. Combined
with his interest in the arts,
which moves him to play the
violin every day, Father Hemrick
writes in his book of his amazement at the abundance of religious symbolism found within
the nation’s capital.
“It’s really the nature of our
country, and anybody who says
differently doesn’t know their
history of this country,” Father
Hemrick told CNS. “We are
proud to parade these things.”
When asked about a connection between the numerous religious symbols in the buildings
on Capitol Hill and the nonsectarian nature of government,
Father Hemrick emphasized the
importance of preserving religious freedom.
“We’re in a new age and a
lot of those traditions have been
lost, and they need to be rediscovered,” Father Hemrick said.
Throughout the Supreme
Court of the United States, visitors can view a plethora of references to virtue.
“The virtues which we talk
about, such as the gifts of the
Holy Spirit, are our whole moral
way of looking at life,” Father
Hemrick said.
To the left of the front
stairway to the Supreme
Court building sits a sculpture titled “Contemplation of
Justice” by James Earle Fraser.
Contemplation, as Father
Hemrick said, is often seen as
another word for prayer. The
woman depicted holds a blindfolded figure of Justice on her
right and a book of laws sits on
her left. The sculptor, as stated
on the website SupremeCourt.

gov, saw the woman as “a
law permitting the president to
realistic conception of what I
invite each individual state to
consider a heroic type of person
gift to the Capitol at most two
with a head and body expresstatues of figures notable within
sive of the beauty and intellitheir respective states. The statgence of justice.”
ues were to be placed within the
On the east side of the court
National Statuary Hall inside
building the sculptural group,
the Capitol.
“Justice is the Guardian of
Five of the statues there and
Liberty,” by Herman McNeil,
in surrounding rooms within
is featured inside the eastern
the Capitol have Catholic signifipediment, where Moses holds
cance:
what appears to be the Ten
— Mother Joseph, a Canadian
Commandments surrounded
missionary who contributed to
by Confucius,
11 hospitals,
a Chinese
seven acaphilosopher,
demic instituand Solon, an
tions and two
Athenian law“The virtues which we talk about, orphanages in
maker. Further
Washington
down the pedistate and
ment is an alle- such as the gifts of the Holy Spirit, elsewhere in
gorical depicthe Pacific
tion of mercy,
Northwest.
are
our
whole
moral
way
according to
— St.
Father Hemrick,
Junipero Serra,
of looking at life.”
in the form of a
a Spanish
woman kneelFranciscan
ing.
missionary
FATHER EUGENE HEMRICK
On the
who founded
Senate side of
the chain of
the U.S. Capitol,
missions in
the President’s
California.
Room was used
— St.
prior to 1933
Damien of
as the place for the president
Molokai, who spent his life minto sign legislation at the end of
istering to people with Hansen’s
congressional sessions. Today
disease in Hawaii.
it is used by senators for press
— Father Eusebio Kino, a
purposes. It was built in 1859
Jesuit scholar who devoted
around the four principles held
much of his time to the Pimas
through the founding: liberty,
in southern Arizona.
legislation, executive authority
— Father Jacques Marquette,
and religion, according to Father a Jesuit missionary who was
Hemrick’s book, “One Nation,
part of an expedition along the
Under God.”
Mississippi River and brought
Father Hemrick writes, “As
the Gospel to Native Americans
Religion looks down at us from
in Wisconsin and elsewhere in
the ceiling in the President’s
the region.
Room, she is a reminder that
Timothy Meagher is an assowe are a nation of people who
ciate professor at The Catholic
believe in religion.”
University of America, archivist
In 1864, Congress passed a
and the curator of the American

Catholic History Collections at
the university. He said the fact
that states chose these influential Catholics to represent their
states speaks to the diversity of
America’s founding and how it
didn’t involve just men such as
John Winthrop, the famed leader
of the Puritans.
“The statues testify in some
ways that we think of the country as being founded by the pilgrims, but these Catholics testify
to the multiple origins of this
country,” Meagher said in an
interview with CNS July 6.
He spoke about the French
Catholics who explored along
the Mississippi and the Spanish
Catholics with strong roles in
the West.
“The statues are recognition
from those states of their influence,” Meagher said.
Images of crucifixes and
religious orders are scattered
throughout the artwork within
the U.S. Capitol. Carvings on
the front doors depict the life of
Christopher Columbus, accompanied by Franciscans with
rosaries hanging from their
waists. As well as paintings
in the Rotunda, such as the
engraving “The Discovery of the
Mississippi” by Johnson, Fry &
Co., which illustrates Hernando
de Soto standing at the
Mississippi River, with priests
in the foreground, praying and
placing a crucifix in the ground.
“We are truly blessed to
live in a country that not only
respects God, but has chiseled
that respect in stone, inscribed
it on walls, pieced it together
in mosaics, and painted it on
canvases so that American generations that will never forget
their religious heritage,” Father
Hemrick wrote to close his book.
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Grants support needs of diocese
St. Mary’s Heritage Fund announces 2017 recpients
he Diocese of Fort Waynetuition assistance to families
South Bend has awarded
who do not qualify for a scholar- Agencies

T

32 grants totaling $172,000
from the St. Mary’s Heritage
Fund to parishes, schools and
agencies across the diocese.
The $3 million endowment
fund was established in 1997
for St. Mary, Mother of God
Church to help provide financial
assistance to the poor and needy
throughout the diocese. It was
created through the collaboration
and planning of the late St. Mary
pastor Father Tom O’Connor and
St. Mary, Mother of God parishioners, using money received from
fire insurance on the historic,
downtown-Fort Wayne church.
Upon the approval of Bishop
Kevin C. Rhoades, the following entities were awarded 2017
grants.

Parishes
Fort Wayne
St. Joseph Hessen Cassel —
$2,000 to support the parish
food bank
St. Mary, Mother of God —
$1,000 in supplemental funds for
Ave Maria House
St. Patrick — $10,000 parish
subsidy for Catholic schools
Area
Blessed Sacrament, Albion
— $5,000 parish subsidy for
Catholic schools

Schools
South Bend
Corpus Christi — $5,000 in

ship granting organization award
or a voucher
Holy Cross — $6,000 for twoway language immersion tract
Holy Cross — $10,000 for
new school textbooks
St. Adalbert — $2,000 to
replace STEM initiative textbooks
St. Anthony — $4,000 in
tuition assistance for students
St. John — $8,000 in tuition
assistance
Saint Joseph High School
— $5,000 for Latino outreach
program
Fort Wayne
Bishop Luers High School —
$10,000 in tuition assistance
St. Joseph — $10,000 for
transportation program
St. Joseph Hessen Cassel —
$2,000 in tuition assistance
St. Therese — $5,000 for student technology
Area
Marian High School,
Mishawaka — $10,000 in financial aid for minority students
Mishawaka Catholic,
Mishawaka — $4,000 in tuition
assistance
St. Aloysius, Yoder — $2,000
in tuition assistance
St. John, New Haven —
$10,000 for a school counselor
St. Mary, Avilla — $5,000 in
tuition assistance
St. Vincent, Elkhart — $8,000
in financial aid for families in
need

South Bend
Catholic Charities, South Bend
— $8,000 for resource and referral program, West Region Office
Fort Wayne
Clinica Madre de Dios —
$5,000 to provide free medical
care for acute and chronic disease management to the poor
Franciscan Center — $3,000
in operational funds
Matthew 25 Inc. — $5,000 for
medications program
Miss Virginia’s Food Pantry
— $2,500 for 2017 balanced and
nutritional food program
The Rose Home — $4,000 for
the Resident Assistance Fund
Vincent Village — $5,000
for early childhood program for
homeless children
St. Vincent de Paul Society —
$5,000 for the Care-Van Program
A Mother’s Hope, Fort Wayne
— $2,500 for program for homeless pregnant mothers
Area
Hannah’s House, Mishawaka
— $2,500 for residential maternity program
St. Martin ‘s Healthcare Inc.,
Garrett — $5,500 in health care
for the uninsured and underinsured of DeKalb and Noble counties
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BRECKLER
Continued from Page 1
and affirming that “holiness is
attractive.”
Sister Isaac Marie and her
classmates attended the allschool Masses celebrated annually by then-Bishop John D’Arcy.
“At all of the Masses, he emphasized the universal call to holiness and the fact that God has
a plan for each and every one
of us,” she recalled. “He taught
us a little prayer: ‘Lord, teach
me, help me to know my vocation in life.’ He challenged us to
pray that every day. I took him
up on that. Really, that daily
prayer and realizing God does
want us to be saints opened me
up to whatever God’s will was,
whether it was to marriage or
religious life.”
When she came to Bishop
Dwenger in 2004, where “Saints”
was the school nickname, she
remembered that the chaplain
echoed the advice. “He would
tell us to pray, ‘Lord, make me a
saint no matter what it takes.’”
By this time, she was considering a religious calling more seriously. “It was a blessing to be
in a Catholic school and to be
able to stop in the chapel for a
few minutes each day and pray,
‘Lord, is this really your will for
me?’ It was an incredible time of
grace.”
The high school student
attended a few discernment
retreats hosted by the Dominican
Sisters of Mary and spoke with
the vocation director, who was
one of the order’s foundresses.
Perhaps the best-known foundress is Mother M. Assumpta
Long, OP, who has spoken widely and made appearances on the
EWTN network.
Upon graduation from
Dwenger, generous scholarships helped her to enroll in
Fort Wayne’s University of
St. Francis, sponsored by the
Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual
Adoration. Her plans for chemistry and secondary education
studies were accompanied by
regular eucharistic adoration
and daily Mass on campus.
At that time the invitation to
religious life was becoming
more urgent, and she decided,
“if God’s calling, why wait?”
Despite her scholarships and her
developing career path, she left
the school after her freshman
year and entered the Ann Arbor
Motherhouse as a postulant.
The next year immersed her
in formation as a Dominican and
as a member of the community.
Two years as a novice followed,
introducing her more closely to
the teaching apostolate and preparing her for the profession of
temporary vows. After that milestone, she returned to university
life for a degree in education and

July 16, 2017
certification as a science teacher.
Studying chemistry on the
campus provided new experiences and opportunities, she
recalled. “One time, a fellow
student waited for me after class
and asked, ’Hey, Sister, what
are you doing here? I thought
the church was against science.’
That was an opportunity to have
a conversation.” She told the
student, “faith and reason do not
conflict.”
The false dichotomy separating science from faith in many
people’s minds is a subject about
which Sister Isaac Marie has
strong opinions.
“I love science — looking
at the beauty and order of creation,” she said. “As a farmer’s
daughter, I learned to marvel at
God, who is ‘far more excellent’
than his works’ (Wisdom 13:3).”
Over the past two years, concluding her five years of temporary
vows, she has been teaching
chemistry and physics at Father
Gabriel Richard Catholic High
School in Ann Arbor. She welcomes as teachable moments
any questions about the apparent science-religion split. “It’s
fun to have those conversations
with students.”
Sister Isaac Marie is scheduled to continue her teaching
duties at the Ann Arbor school
following her permanent vows,
but she is prepared to accept as
God’s will any future changes in
duties; assignments are given to
members of the order on a yearby-year basis.
She is grateful that the
Dominican charism of preaching
is such a good fit with a love of
teaching she developed early on;
her older sister is a teacher, and
she also attributes that love to
her profound experiences growing up in schools in the Fort
Wayne-South Bend diocese.
Many things came together
to bring peace and trust in God
during her faith journey, with
help from caring Catholic witnesses and structures to nurture
excellence. But this faith-filled
lover of science, making a
lifelong commitment of selfdonation and consecration on
July 25, acknowledges the need
to embrace mystery, not just connect dots or tally data.
“The call to religious life can’t
be explained in that kind of scientifically measurable way,” said
Sister Isaac Marie. “God makes
His will known in ways you can’t
really describe.”
Key steps in developing a
sense of vocation — and a receptivity to it — can be traced in the
path she has taken from Avilla to
Ann Arbor. Ultimately, wherever
one’s discernment might lead,
“you have to make that leap of
faith and trust.” She added, “God
loves us more deeply than we
can understand. Doing his will,
even in moments when we don’t
understand it, brings peace and
joy that only he can give. “

@diocesefwsb
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Vatican asks bishops to ensure validity of matter for Eucharist
BY CAROL GLATZ

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Bishops
should look at ways to help
verify and guarantee the validity
and worthiness of the bread and
wine used for the celebration of
the Eucharist, the Vatican said in
a recent document.
Because bread and wine for
the Eucharist are no longer
supplied just by religious communities, but “are also sold in
supermarkets and other stores
and even over the internet,”
bishops should set up guidelines, an oversight body and/or
even a form of certification to
help “remove any doubt about
the validity of the matter for
the Eucharist,” the Vatican’s
Congregation for Divine Worship
and the Sacraments said.
The recommendations came
in a circular letter, “On the bread
and wine for the Eucharist,”
sent to diocesan bishops “at the
request of the Holy Father, Pope
Francis.” Dated June 15 — the
feast of the Body and Blood of
Christ — the letter was made
public by the Vatican July 8. The
letter was signed by Cardinal
Robert Sarah, congregation
prefect, and Archbishop Arthur
Roche, secretary.
Because the church requires
certainty regarding the conditions necessary for the validity of
the sacraments, the congregation
offered some suggestions so that
bishops can continue to “watch
over the quality of the bread and
wine” as well as “those who prepare these materials.”
The congregation underlined
that every bishop “is bound to
remind priests, especially parish
priests and rectors of churches,
of their responsibility to verify
those who provide the bread and
wine for the celebration and the
worthiness of the material.”
Bishops must also provide
information to the producers

Priest, 71, murdered in
Mexico by robbers
MEXICO CITY (CNS)— A 71-yearold priest was found murdered
July 5 in suburban Mexico City,
marking another attack on clergy
in a country with a soaring homicide rate. Father Luis Lopez Villa,
pastor of the St. Isidro Labrador
Parish in the rough municipality
of Los Reyes La Paz, was discovered in his home, his hands tied
and stabbed in the neck. The
Diocese of Nezahualcoyotl, which
serves the suburbs founded by
squatters on the east side of the
national capital, confirmed the
attack in a July 6 statement. The
Mexico state prosecutor’s office
said assailants had entered the
parish residence to commit robbery. Father Lopez was the 18th
priest murdered since December
2012, when President Enrique
Pena Nieto took power, according to a count by the Catholic
Multimedia Organization.

CNS/Paul Haring

An assistant prepares ciboria of hosts for Communion before Pope Francis’
celebration of Mass marking the feast of Pentecost in St. Peter’s Square at
the Vatican June 4. In attendance were thousands of people celebrating the
50th anniversary of the Catholic charismatic renewal.
of the bread and wine for the
Eucharist and to remind them of
the absolute respect that is due
to the norms,” it said. Producers
“must be aware that their work
is directed toward the eucharistic
sacrifice and that this demands
their honesty, responsibility and
competence,” it added.
The congregation suggested
ordinaries offer guidance, for
example, by “guaranteeing the
eucharistic matter through special certification.”
Bishops may want to agree
on and establish “concrete regulations” on the national level
through their bishops’ conferences, it suggested.
“Given the complexity of
situations and circumstances,
such as a decrease in respect for
the sacred, it may be useful to

mandate a competent authority to have oversight in actually
guaranteeing the genuineness of
the eucharistic matter by producers as well as those responsible
for its distribution and sale,” the
Vatican congregation wrote.
A competent authority, for
example, could be “one or
more religious congregations or
another body capable of carrying out the necessary checks on
production, conservation and
sale of the eucharistic bread and
wine in a given country and for
other countries to which they are
exported,” it wrote.
The letter also reiterated
norms already in place regarding eucharistic matter:
— “The bread used in the
celebration of the most holy
eucharistic sacrifice must be

unleavened, purely of wheat,
and recently made so that there
is no danger of decomposition.”
— Bread made from another
substance, even grain or mixed
with another substance so different from wheat that it would not
commonly be considered wheat
bread, “does not constitute valid
matter.”
— The introduction of any
other substances, “such as fruit
or sugar or honey, into the bread
for confecting the Eucharist,” it
said, “is a grave abuse.”
— Low-gluten hosts are
valid matter for people who,
“for varying and grave reasons,
cannot consume bread made
in the usual manner,” provided
the hosts “contain a sufficient
amount of gluten to obtain the
confection of bread without the
addition of foreign materials and
without the use of procedures
that would alter the nature of
bread.”
— Completely gluten-free
hosts continue to be “invalid
matter for the celebration of the
Eucharist.”
— Wine used in the celebration of the eucharistic “must
be natural, from the fruit of the
grape, pure and incorrupt, not
mixed with other substances,”
well-conserved and have not
soured.
— “It is altogether forbidden
to use wine of doubtful authenticity or provenance.”
— No other drinks of any
kind may not be admitted “for
any reason, as they do not constitute valid matter.”
— For people who, “for varying and grave reasons,” cannot
consume wine fermented in the

normal manner, “mustum” is
valid matter for the celebration
of the Eucharist. Mustum is
grape juice that is either fresh
or preserved by methods that
suspend its fermentation without
altering its nature, for example,
by freezing.
— Eucharistic matter made
with genetically modified organisms can be considered valid
matter.
— Permission must be given
by the ordinary for an individual
priest or layperson to use lowgluten hosts or mustum for the
celebration of the Eucharist.
“Permission can be granted
habitually, for as long as the
situation continues which occasioned the granting of permission.”
People who live with celiac
disease are unable to digest
gluten, a type of protein commonly found in grains such as
rye, barley and wheat. There also
are people who live with nonceliac gluten intolerance or gluten
sensitivity whose health can be
adversely affected by gluten.
The U.S. bishops’ Committee
on Divine Worship has said
Catholics who cannot receive
Communion wafers at all,
even under the species of lowgluten hosts, “may receive Holy
Communion under the species of
wine only.” The church teaches
that “under either species of
bread or wine, the whole Christ
is received,” it said.
Medical certification of a
condition justifying the use of
mustum or low-gluten hosts for
Communion is not required, the
committee said.
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Impact of legalized
marijuana needs
greater study, Vatican
official says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — While
some countries continue to
debate the legalization of marijuana, its effects and impact on
possible dependency need to
be further understood, said the
head of the Vatican Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human
Development. Ghanaian Cardinal
Peter Turkson said that while scientific studies on the therapeutic
uses of marijuana must be evaluated, the ongoing “lively” debate
on its legalization for possible
therapeutic uses “tends to neglect
any ethical judgement of the substance, in itself negative like with
any other drug. We find ourselves
facing a scenario of dependencies that has changed profoundly in recent years; drugs have
become a consumer product that
has become compatible with daily
life, with recreational activity and
even in the pursuit of health,”
he said. The letter, published
by the Vatican June 26, commemorated the United Nations’
International Day Against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.
Cardinal Turkson said the international day drew attention to
a continuing phenomenon made
up of “a shameful market that
crosses national and international borders, interwoven with the
Mafia and drug traffickers.”
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News Briefs
Archbishop to succeed Cardinal Muller at doctrine office

Pope’s pediatric hospital
is fixing past problems,
says cardinal overseer
CNS/Paul Haring

The Vatican announced July 1 that the Pope Francis chose as prefect of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith Spanish Archbishop Luis Ladaria Ferrer, 73, a Jesuit theologian
U.S., European bishops who had been appointed secretary of the congregation in 2008 by then-Pope Benedict XVI.
call for a plan to
“The Holy Father Francis thanked His Eminence Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Muller at the
eliminate nuclear
conclusion of his quinquennial mandate,” the Vatican announcement said. No new position was announced for Cardinal Muller, who at 69 is still more than five years away from
weapons
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Agencies the normal retirement age for a bishop. Archbishop Ladaria is pictured at a Vatican press
of the U.S. and European conference for the release of Pope Francis’ documents on marriage annulments in this Sept.
Catholic bishops have called for
all nations to develop a plan to 8, 2015, file photo.
eliminate nuclear weapons from
their military arsenals. A joint
declaration released July 6 by
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the Conference
of European Justice and Peace
Commissions called upon the U.S.
and European nations to work
with other nations to “map out
a credible, verifiable and enforceable strategy for the total elimination of nuclear weapons.” “The
indiscriminate and disproportionate nature of nuclear weapons compel the world to move
beyond nuclear deterrence,” the
declaration said. Titled “Nuclear
Disarmament: Seeking Human
Security,” the declaration was
released a day ahead of the conclusion July 7 of a second United
Nations conference discussing a
treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons altogether. The declaration
was signed by Bishop Oscar
Cantu of Las Cruces, N.M., chairman of the USCCB Committee
on International Justice and
Peace, and Archbishop JeanClaude Hollerich of Luxembourg,
president of the Conference of
European Justice and Peace
Commissions.

Cologne, praising his “deep faith
and sincere love for the church.”
The 83-year-old cardinal died
unexpectedly in his sleep July 5
while on vacation in southern
Germany. Cardinal Meisner was
one of four cardinals who formally asked Pope Francis to clarify
his teaching on Communion for
the divorced and civilly remarried.
In a telegram to Cardinal Rainer
Woelki of Cologne, Pope Francis
expressed his condolences and
sadness for the “dearly departed
pastor,” who was “called from
this earth by the God of mercy.”
The cardinal was committed to
proclaiming the Gospel, the pope
said, and he prayed God would
reward him for his “faithful and
fearless dedication to the wellbeing of the people of the East
and West,” referring to the cardinal’s delicate service as bishop of
a divided Berlin. When Germany
was divided, the Diocese of Berlin
was particularly complex as it
included East and West Berlin
and stretched up to the Baltic
Sea. Residing in East Berlin, he
was one of few people authorized
to cross frequently into West
Berlin to carry out his ministry,
and he was known as “the bishop
who passed through the wall.”

Joaquin Navarro-Valls,
former Vatican
spokesman, dies
of cancer
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Joaquin
Navarro-Valls, who spent 22
years as director of the Vatican
press office, died at home in Rome
July 5 at age 80 following a battle
with pancreatic cancer. The current director of the Vatican press
office, Greg Burke, announced his
death in a tweet. In a statement
to Catholic News Service, Burke
said he did not always agree
with Navarro-Valls, but his predecessor “always behaved like a
Christian gentleman, and those
can be hard to find these days.”
“Joaquin Navarro embodied what
Ernest Hemingway defined as
courage: grace under pressure.
I got to know Navarro when I
was working for Time, and the
magazine named John Paul II
Man of the Year. I expected to
find a man of faith, but I found a
man of faith who was also a first-

class professional.” Burke said he
remembered watching NavarroValls closely during the 1994
U.N. International Conference on
Population and Development in
Cairo, which Burke described as
“one of the best examples of what
Pope Francis calls ideological colonization. It was fascinating to see
someone who was defending the
faith, but he wasn’t on the defensive. He was leading the fight.”
Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,
who succeeded Navarro-Valls as
Vatican press director beginning
in 2006, remembered him as a
“master in the way he carried out
his service.”

Pope Francis names
Atlanta auxiliary
bishop to head
Diocese of Raleigh
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope
Francis has named Atlanta
Auxiliary Bishop Luis R. Zarama
to head the Diocese of Raleigh,
N.C. He succeeds Bishop Michael

F. Burbidge, who last October
was named to head the Diocese
of Arlington, Va., where he was
installed Dec. 6. Bishop Zarama,
58, has been an Atlanta auxiliary bishop since 2009. A native
of Colombia, he was ordained
a priest for the Archdiocese of
Atlanta in 1993. The appointment
was announced in Washington
July 5 by Archbishop Christophe
Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the
United States. Bishop Zarama
will be installed as Raleigh’s
sixth bishop Aug. 29 at Holy
Name of Jesus Cathedral. “I am
here to serve and love everybody
and to help them understand we
are a family,” the bishop said at a
July 5 news conference at Raleigh
diocesan headquarters.

Late-Cardinal Meisner’s
faithful, fearless
dedication praised
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Francis mourned the death
of German Cardinal Joachim
Meisner, retired archbishop of

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — While
there had been problems and
complaints in the past, the
Vatican-owned Bambino Gesu
Children’s Hospital was working
resolve them, said Cardinal Pietro
Parolin, the Vatican secretary of
state, who oversees the hospital.
In responding to an investigative
report by the Associated Press,
the cardinal told the AP July 4
there had been past problems at
the hospital, but that the hospital’s current administration,
put in place in 2015, was making a “serious effort to resolve
them.” The AP reported July 3
that the Vatican formed a commission in 2014 to study workers’ complaints and concerns
about unsafe medical protocols,
overcrowding and a culture that
emphasized practices that might
reap greater revenues. Cardinal
Parolin told AP that some of the
problems reported by former and
current hospital staff in 2014 had
been “truly unfounded,” but that
“there was an attempt, and there
is currently an attempt and serious effort to resolve” those problems that had been confirmed.
In January 2015, the Vatican
assembled a team to conduct an
announced onsite inspection of
the hospital. That team, led by
U.S. Sister Carol Keehan — a
Daughter of Charity and president and CEO of the Catholic
Health Association — determined
the commission’s report was
unfounded and praised the quality of care at the hospital.
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NAMI receives Health
Foundation grant
FORT WAYNE — NAMI Fort
Wayne (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) has been awarded a grant from the St. Joseph
Community Health Foundation in
the amount of $10,000 to develop
FaithNet, an educational program
on mental illness for communities of all faith traditions. The
announcement was made on
June 17 by foundation Executive
Director Margaret Distler.
NAMI Fort Wayne is the local
affiliate of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness, the nation’s
largest grassroots organization
focused on improving the lives
of individuals and families living
with mental illness through education, support groups and advocacy. With the help of the grant,
NAMI Fort Wayne will develop
a local FaithNet program based
on the NAMI national and state
models. This will include hiring
a part-time program coordinator
to oversee the training of NAMI
volunteers to be FaithNet presenters, and scheduling presentations to groups and organizations
requesting visits.
“We feel blessed to be able to
invest in your program,” Distler
said in a letter of announcement to
NAMI President Angela McMahon.
“This enables us to keep alive
the 149-year legacy of our sponsor, the Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ, in helping to make sure
that everyone in this community is
able to access quality care for their
mind, body and spirit.”

Art of St. Mary’s
College alumnus in
featured exhibit
The public is invited to attend
the art exhibit of the life work of
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Around the Diocese
Divine Mercy Funeral Home progresses on construction

“Mary Large was not only an
accomplished painter, but also
a watercolor instructor at the
Kirk Newman Art School at the
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts,” said
Denise Lisiecki, director of the
school. “The style of her painting expressed her zest for life
and unlimited interest in many
different subjects, from landscapes to cityscapes to animals.
Her expressive watercolor technique displayed her mastery of
the medium. She was a respected
artist, a beloved teacher and a
multi-faceted person who enjoyed
painting, travel and art.”

InSource announces
training for first
responders

Courtney Christensen

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, right of center, local priests and diocesan staff members tour
Divine Mercy Funeral Home, currently under construction at Catholic Cemetery, Fort Wayne,
on June 28. Catholic Cemetery Executive Director Casey Miller, second from left, provided an
update on the construction, which is due to be finished in October. Members of the clergy
who were present signed and dated a construction beam. From left are Bob Jesch, Casey
Miller, Father Daniel Scheidt, Deacon Patrick Hake, Bishop Rhoades, Gloria Miller, Brian
McMichael, Msgr. Robert Schulte and Mary Didier.
Mary Barnet Large, 1930-2013.
This event has been displayed
at the St. Mary’s College Library
since April 22, and will continue
through July 29.
Large was an alumna of St.
Mary’s College. She traveled to

Florence, Italy, to pursue graduate studies in painting at the Pius
XII Institute in Florence and graduated in 1955. She made many
trips to Italy, painting images of
the Italian countryside, religious
images, church facades and other

scenes.
The show contains more than
50 pieces of art, featuring paintings and drawings from Large’s
personal collection. Much of what
will be on exhibit is being shown
publicly for the first time.

PLYMOUTH — Disabilities come
in many forms. Some people have
wheelchairs, canes and service
animals that alert others to a
potential disability. Many individuals, however, suffer from
intellectual, developmental or
mental disabilities that do not
exhibit any visual or physical
signs. When unidentified, these
individuals can pose challenges in emergency situations. To
address these challenges Ancilla
College and InSource have joined
forces to provide the workshop,
“First Responders: Identifying
and Attending to Individuals
with Disabilities in a Crisis” on
Monday, July 31, from 4-6:30 p.m.
at the Lindenwood Conference
Center, located on the Ancilla
College campus at 9601 Union
Rd., Plymouth. The information
provided will build on existing
skills of first responders and
associated personnel to appropriately interact with individuals
with disabilities in emergency situations in accordance with Title II
ADA requirements.

Sisters of Providence celebrate jubilees

F

our Sisters of Providence of
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
with ties to the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend are celebrating the anniversary of their
perpetual vows this year.

60-year jubilarians
Sister Arlene
Knarzer is a
native of
Indianapolis.
Currently,
she ministers in grant
research, data
SISTER ARLENE
analysis and
KNARZER
accounting at
Guerin College
Preparatory
High School, River Grove,
Ill., and the Special Religious
Development Agency for the
Archdiocese of Chicago.
Sister Arlene, formerly Sister
Jean Cecile, entered the congregation on July 21, 1957, from St.

Michael Parish, Indianapolis.
She professed final vows on
Aug. 15, 1965. She graduated
from Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College with a bachelor’s degree
in chemistry and also earned
a master’s degree in business
administration from Indiana
State University and a master’s
degree in library science from
the University of Kentucky.
Her ministry in the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend was in
data processing user supportoffice automation for Holy Cross
Health Systems, South Bend,
from 1985-86. Sister Arlene also
ministered in Massachusetts,
Illinois, Texas, Kentucky,
Michigan and
Minnesota.
Sister Carol
Lindly is a native
of Fort Wayne.
Currently, she
ministers as a
volunteer in the
Administration
SISTER CAROL
LINDLY

Building for the Sisters of
Providence.
Sister Carol, formerly Sister
Richard Ann, entered the congregation on Feb. 2, 1957, from St.
Patrick Parish, Fort Wayne. She
professed final vows on Aug. 15,
1964. She graduated from Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods College with
a bachelor’s degree in education
and earned a master’s degree
in elementary education from
Indiana University. Her ministry
in the Diocese of Fort WayneSouth Bend was as a teacher at
St. Patrick School, Fort Wayne,
from 1967-72.

70-year
jubilarian
Sister Joyce
Brophy is a
native of Joliet,
Ill. Currently,
she ministers
as a volunteer
at Providence

Spirituality and Conference
Center, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods.
Sister Joyce, formerly Sister
Robert Ellen, entered the congregation on July 22, 1947, from St.
Mary Parish (Carmelite), Joliet,
Ill. She professed final vows on
Jan. 23, 1955. She graduated
from Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College with a bachelor’s degree
in education and earned a master’s degree in education from
Indiana State University. Her
ministry in the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend included
serving in the Religious Leaders
Program at the University
of Notre Dame, South Bend,
from 1982-83. Sister Joyce has
also ministered in Illinois and
California.

75-year jubilarian
SISTER JOYCE
BROPHY

Sister Mary Patricia Cummings is a
native of New Albany. Currently,
she ministers in prayer at Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods.

Sister Mary
Patricia, formerly Sister Marie
Janice, entered
the congregation on Jan. 7,
1942, from Holy
Trinity, New
SISTER MARY
Albany. She
PATRICIA
professed final
CUMMINGS
vows on Aug.
15, 1949.
She graduated from Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods College with
a bachelor’s degree in education. She also earned a master’s
degree in education from Indiana
State University and another
master’s degree in religious
studies from Catholic Spalding
University, Louisville, Ky. Her
ministry in the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend was as a
teacher at St. Jude, Fort Wayne,
from 1948-49.
Sister Mary Patricia has
also ministered in Illinois,
Washington, D.C. and Maryland.

TODAY’S CATHOLIC

8

July 16, 2017

Sixth annual Redeemer
Radio Viva Bocce Classic
Supporters of Redeemer Radio near Fort
Wayne gathered at the home of Vince and
Lois Tippmann in New Haven to enjoy the
sixth annual Viva Bocce Classic on June 29.
The Classic is a fundraising event that features friendly competition in the Italian lawn
game of bocce, which is similar to bowling
and horseshoes.

Joe Romie

Media reform must be intelligent, even fierce,
pope tells Vatican office
BY CAROL GLATZ

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — To best
respond to new challenges in
the field of communication, the
Vatican needs smart, courageous
teamwork, not nostalgia for a
glorious past or doomsday forecasts, Pope Francis said.
As the Vatican continues
to integrate and coordinate
its numerous media outlets under the Secretariat for
Communication as part of a
wider process of reform, the pope
said “we must not be afraid of
this word,” reform.
Reform is not brushing a bit
of fresh paint on things, but
“reform is giving another form
to things, organizing them in
another way,” he said May 4 in a
speech to the secretariat’s members, directors and officials, who
were holding their first plenary
assembly since the pope instituted the body in 2015.

Reform, the pope added, must
be done “with intelligence, meekness, but also, also, allow me (to
use) the word, with a bit of ‘violence,’ but kind, good violence, in
order to reform things,” he said
in off-the-cuff remarks.
“Let’s not allow the temptation of clinging to a glorious past
to prevail. Instead, let us make
great team players in order to
better respond to the new challenges in communications that
today’s culture demands of us,
without fear and without imagining apocalyptic scenarios.”
The pope had created the secretariat to coordinate the work
that had been done individually by the Pontifical Council for
Social Communications, Vatican
press office, Vatican Internet
office, Vatican Radio, the Vatican
television production studio and
the Vatican newspaper, printing
press, photograph service and
publishing house. The statutes
say the coordination was needed

“Let’s not allow the temptation of
clinging to a glorious past
to prevail. Instead, let us make
great team players in order
to better respond to the new
challenges in communications
that today’s culture demands of
us, without fear and without
imagining apocalyptic scenarios.”
POPE FRANCIS

to unify the many Vatican communications and media operations for a more “coherent” effort
in evangelization and to respond
to the growth of digital media
and “factors of convergence and
interactivity” in social communications.
Pope Francis said in his
speech that the reform wasn’t
merely about coordinating disparate entities or merging old offices, but was about the “construction of a true and actual institution ‘ex novo,’” from scratch.
As of next year, he said,
the Vatican newspaper,
L’Osservatore Romano, will be
part of the secretariat and will
have to find a “new and different” way to reach a greater number of readers than it currently
does in print format. Fewer
than 10,000 copies of the daily
edition, printed in Italian, are
printed a day.
This will require a willingness
to find “a new plan for produc-

tion and distribution,” he said.
“The work is great, the challenge
is great, but it can be done, it
must be done.”
Vatican Radio also will need
to be “rethought according
to new models” and updated
with new technologies to meet
the needs of today’s listeners.
However, the pope emphasized
efforts were being made to
“rationalize” short-wave radio
broadcasts for countries, like
those in Africa, with little access
to modern technology.
Valuable experience and
accomplishments from the past
must be an inspiration for a new
future, not become a “museum”
that is nice and interesting to
look at, “but not able to supply strength and courage for
continuing the journey,” Pope
Francis said.
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Cheryl Mowan remembered at St. Vincent de Paul

Courtney Christensen

The family of Cheryl Mowan, former executive director of the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
joined Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades at the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store, Fort Wayne, on June
28, when he gifted an image of St. Vincent de Paul to the store in her memory. From left to
right are Anne Bauer, daughter of Cheryl and Mike; grandson Evan Bauer; Mike Mowan,
Cheryl’s husband; Bishop Rhoades; grandsons Alec Bauer and Colin Bauer; and granddaughter Isabelle Bauer.
Provided by Debbie Blackburn

Among the summer catechesis and evangelization offered
in parishes of the diocese during June was “Tracking Mary:
Mysteries and Messages” Catholic Kidz Camp, which took
place at St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Fort Wayne. More
than 160 children and 85 student and adult volunteers,
including Celine Hiler, above, boarded the Queen of Heaven
Express and traveled around the world to the simulated
locations of Marian apparitions. The week ended with adoration and the singing of the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

BLESSED
ARE THE
PEACEMAKERS
a conference and training on nonviolence
july 28-29, 2017

Huntington Church of the Nazarene
1555 Flaxmill Road, Huntington, IN 46750

Jesus counsels, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they
shall be called Children of God,” to Palestinian Jews living
under an oppressive Roman occupation. Is the call to
nonviolence still a call for us today? Join us for two days of
intentional conversation and training as we examine the call of
nonviolence and alternative methods of engagement.
Register today: www.conferenceonnonviolence.com
Provided by Jennifer Miller

St. Anthony de Padua Parish in South Bend also utilized the
“Tracking Mary” VBS program about Marian apparitions,
and made crowns as they learned about Our Lady of Knock
and Mary as the Queen of Heaven. The program was created by teachers in Fort Wayne.
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CONVO
Continued from Page 1
at large and within their own
families and parishes. The
numerous breakout sessions
provided the working aspect of
the gathering: closely examining
what the church is doing and
where it can do more.
More than 155 bishops
attended the gathering, sitting with their delegations for
meals and breakout sessions.
Cardinals and bishops who spoke
at keynote sessions or in Mass
homilies encouraged participants
that this was their time, their
moment, stressing the urgency to
bring God’s message of love to a
divided world.
At the final Mass, described
as a “Mass of Sending,” Cardinal
Daniel N. DiNardo of GalvestonHouston said the church is
called to achieve great things in
the face of the impossible — to
unite people together by going
to the peripheries of society and
sharing the good news of Jesus
through action rooted in faith.
“Sisters and brothers, we are
in a very, very significant time in
our church in this country,” said
Cardinal DiNardo, president of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, and he urged the delegates to receive God’s grace for
the work ahead.
None of the homilists or
keynote speakers sugarcoated
the challenges for the modern
church. More than once speakers pointed out that Catholics
are leaving the church in greater
numbers, particularly young
adults, than those joining the
church.
But as Auxiliary Bishop
Robert E. Barron of Los Angeles
pointed out: “The saints always
loved a good fight, and we
should like a good fight too.”
The bishop, who addressed
the crowd through a video
hookup July 4, told them it was
an “exciting time to be an evangelist,” but that they also should
pick up their game to evangelize
effectively.
Throughout the convocation Pope Francis was pointed
out as a model for modern
Catholics to follow in inviting
others, especially those on the
peripheries, to Christ. Speakers
also were quick to quote his
2013 apostolic exhortation,
“Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy
of the Gospel”), which lays out a
vision of the church dedicated to
evangelization — or missionary
discipleship — in a positive way,
with a focus on society’s poorest
and most vulnerable, including
the aged, unborn and forgotten.
Two homilies during the convocation specifically quoted the
pope’s admonition in “Evangelii
Gaudium” that Catholics
shouldn’t be “sourpusses,” but
should reflect joy.
Washington Cardinal Donald
W. Wuerl acknowledged that
Catholics are not always comfortable with the idea of evangeliz-

ing, but said they need to be willing to step out of themselves and
talk with people about their faith
as part of an encounter the pope
speaks about. Part of this simply
involves listening to people, caring for them and leading them to
Jesus, said speaker Sister Miriam
James Heidland, a sister of the
Society of Our Lady of the Most
Holy Trinity.
Delegates were repeatedly
encouraged to reach out to the
peripheries especially to immigrants and the poor but also
to all members of the church’s
diverse family — people of all
races, women and young people.
Hosffman Ospino, associate professor of theology and
religious education at Boston
College, said it is time for the
church to start building a “language of communion” rather
than dividing the church community into different groups and
individually responding to those
needs.
“It’s the church serving the
church,” he said. “We all are the
church.”
That message inspired Sister
Kathleen Burton, a Sister of St.
Joseph who is co-director of the
Office of Faith Formation, Family
Life and Lay Ministry Formation
in the Diocese of Camden, N.J.,
who said: “The walls need to
come down.”
“There’s a renewed sense of
evangelization and re-evangelization,” the delegate told Catholic
News Service. “We’re being challenged that we don’t wait for
people to come to us, but we’ve
got to go out to them.”
For many delegates, seeing
the church’s diversity — Latinos,
African-Americans and Africans,
Native Americans, and Asians
from across the continent at the
convocation — was an inspiring
sight, helping them better understand the idea of the church as
family.
Vanessa Griffin Campbell,
director of the Office of Ministry
to African American Catholics
in the Diocese of Cleveland, said
the key to embracing diversity
and going to the peripheries will
be teamwork among laypeople,
clergy and diocesan staff.
The church should “not just
open the doors on Sunday,” she
said, “but make sure our doors
are open Sunday to Sunday.”
At the end of the closing
Mass, Archbishop Christophe
Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the
United States, who attended all
four days of the convocation,
congratulated attendees for the
invigorating discussion.
He called it a “kairos,” or
opportune moment, in the life
of the U.S. church and said he
would tell Pope Francis: “the
Spirit is alive in the church in the
United States.”
“I will tell him of the commitment of many missionary
disciples and their love for the
church,” he added.

Contributing to this report was
Dennis Sadowski in Orlando.
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The Convocation of

Thoughts on a historic gathering
BY GREG ERLANDSON

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The first
century of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops has concluded with its organization of
an unprecedented and powerful gathering of Catholics in
Orlando, Fla.
With the somewhat ungainly
title of “Convocation of Catholic
Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel
in America,” it was nine years in
the making. It brought together
more than 3,100 people, mainly
laity but also more than 150
bishops and 500 priests and
deacons. It felt a bit like a class
reunion for highly engaged
Catholics, or as one observer put
it, a World Youth Day for adults.
For four days of speeches,
panels, Masses and much
conversation, the convocation
became a tangible expression
of church unity and missionary
zeal. There were many highlights, from the opening speech
by Hosffman Ospino to the closing homily by Cardinal Daniel N. A woman prays during the opening Mass of the “Convocation of Catholic Leaders: The J
Orlando, Fla. Leaders from dioceses and various Catholic organizations gathered for th
DiNardo of Galveston-Houston,
USCCB president.
were accompanied by dozens
Patrick Lencioni, a famous
A tour de force was the
of breakout sessions featuring
management guru and founder
final address by Archbishop
more than 239 panelists, each
of Amazing Parish, brought his
Christophe Pierre, the papal
with bishop facilitators. The
analysis of successful teamnuncio to the United States.
emphasis was more on dialogue building to the convocation, witHe called the gathering “a new
than lectures. What was most
tily skewering the kind of “nice”
Catholic moment, a privileged
evident, however, were the conbehavior that lacks trust, avoids
time to be renewed for the misstant conversations taking place conflict and ignores results in
sion of evangelization in this
throughout the hotels and gathmany church organizations. The
country.”
ering spaces.
knowing laughter and applause
Weaving together references
This may have been the
that accompanied many of his
to nearly every plenary talk, the
greatest gift of the convocation:
observations suggest where the
archbishop showed that he had
opportunities for highly comchurch needs to get better.
not just attended every session,
mitted Catholics from chancerSo what next? That question
but had listened as well.
ies and parishes, from Catholic
was constantly asked. How does
The nuncio called the convoapostolates and organizations,
this energy get brought back to
cation a “journeying together”
to mingle, to share, and to realparishes and dioceses? The last
that strengthened “our common
ize they were not alone.
day each of the 157 diocesan
bonds.”
The convocation brought
delegations huddled to propose
“This convocation has
together people not just from
their own answers to these
reawakened our collective conprolife and social justice areas
questions at the personal, parish
science to the plight of the poor, of the church, but also people
and diocesan levels.
the persecuted, and those at the
involved in education, evanOne less obvious takeaway,
peripheries,” he concluded.
gelization, media and commuhowever, is that the convocaLos Angeles Archbishop Jose
nications, liturgy, and youth
tion underscored the value of
H. Gomez spoke at length about and young adult ministries. In
the U.S. bishops’ conference
the peripheries in our society.
addition, there were those servitself. The conference was born
“America is pulling apart,” he
ing Hispanics, Asians, Africanin 1917 as a response to the
warned. “We are people divided
Americans and other communidemands of World War I and the
along lines of money and race,
ties.
realization by the bishops that
education and family backThis cross-fertilization of
they needed a national organigrounds.”
ministries may have been one
zation with a national voice.
For Gomez, as for many other of the great opportunities of the
This convocation was the
speakers, the challenges we face convocation, a breaking apart of fruit of several years of work
in society demand missionary
the siloes that often impede the
by USCCB staff and a bishops’
discipleship, a going forth to
work of the church.
working group. It is impossible
The F
evangelize anew. This means
While there was a great sense to imagine another organization
with
not just converting others, but
of unity, the delegates were
with the resources, the skill sets
Tard
first converting ourselves. “We
challenged to hear the voices of
and the knowledge to pull off
DeJe
know the church’s mission is
the poor and the marginalized:
such a gathering.
Offic
not just a ‘job’ for bishops and
Ospino on the growth of Latino
Perhaps one fruit of the conOffic
clergy and ‘church professionCatholicism, strong words from
vocation will be that church
McGo
als,’” he said.
Ansel Augustine on the role of
leaders see their conference not
“You are here today,” he told
Sean
African-American Catholics, and
only as a bureaucracy, but as a
the attendees, “because you
much applauded remarks by
phenomenal tool for engaging
have heard the call of Jesus:
Helen Alvare and Kerry Weber
our entire church in its 21st‘Follow me!’”
on the role of women and the
century mission.
The speeches and liturgies
church.
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evangelize, convocation well, Archbishop Lori
delegates told
tells convocation
ORLANDO, Fla. (CNS) — delegates
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f Catholic Leaders

Washington Cardinal Donald W.
Wuerl urged participants at the
“Convocation of Catholic Leaders:
The Joy of The Gospel in America”
to take a look at each other in the
hotel ballroom and realize that
they, as lay leaders in the church,
are responsible for spreading
the Gospel message and they
shouldn’t waste the moment.
“This is not something new that
we haven’t heard before,” he told
the delegates in Orlando in a July
2 keynote address. The cardinal
stressed the sense of urgency of
evangelizing and inviting others
to Christ, stressing that Catholics
have a perfect role model for this
in Pope Francis, who has continually presented the church as
inviting and open. Cardinal Wuerl
also acknowledged that Catholics
are not always comfortable with
the idea of evangelizing, but they
need to be willing to step out of
themselves and talk with people about their faith as part of
an encounter often spoken of by
Pope Francis. An encounter is not
meant to tell people “they can be
as wonderful as we are,” the cardinal said. It is about telling them
about Christ.

CNS photo/Bob Roller

Joy of the Gospel in America” July 1 in
he July 1-4 convocation.

Stephanie A. Patka

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades engages in a roundtable discussion with local
delegates to the convention.

Stephanie A. Patka

Fort Wayne-South Bend delegation to the convocation included a cross-section of individuals representing numerous groups
hin the diocese. In the front row, from left, are Jeff Boetticher, Office of Development; Joe Ryan, Business Office; Deacon Mel
dy, Black Catholic Ministry; Marsha Jordan, Catholic Schools Office; Stacey Noem, University of Notre Dame; and Enid Romanesus, Hispanic Ministry. In the back row, from left, are Dr. Andrew Mullally, Catholic Medical Association; Stephanie A. Patka,
ce of Communications; Matt Wood, Assistant to Bishop Rhoades; Gloria Whitcraft, Catholic Charities; Fred and Lisa Everett,
ce of Family Life; Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades; Mary Glowaski, Office of Evangelization; Cindy Black, Redeemer Radio; Dr. Thomas
overn, Catholic Medical Association; Carl Loesch, Office of Catholic Education; Msgr. Robert Schulte, vicar general/chancellor;
n Allen, Young Adult Ministry; and Father Mark Gurtner, Office of the Tribunal.

Changing landscape
requires mutual
accompaniment,
convocation hears
ORLANDO, Fla. (CNS) — The
U.S. Catholic Church’s increasing diversity presents Catholics
with the opportunity to accompany each other on the journey
of faith Pope Francis envisions,
a Boston College professor told
delegates to the “Convocation of
Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the
Gospel in America” in Orlando.
Hosffman Ospino, associate professor of theology and religious
education at Boston College, said
the changes in the landscape are
a sign of strength and present
new opportunities to welcome
newcomers into the church family. “It’s OK if we wrestle with
diversity and pluralism,” he told
the 3,500 delegates assembled
for the convocation’s first plenary
session July 2. “This where we
need to exercise the pastoral practice of mutual accompaniment.”
Ospino suggested that Catholics
of the first decades of the 21st
century might begin to understand that they can set the course
of a “new Catholic moment in
the U.S.” by embracing diversity.
Citing the explosive growth of the
Catholic communities church in
the American South and West,
Ospino said the church is being
called to respond to the needs of
new immigrants so that they are
welcomed and not made to feel
forgotten.

ORLANDO, Fla. (CNS) — In
the July 3 closing Mass for the
Fortnight for Freedom, Baltimore
Archbishop William E. Lori called
on Catholics to thank God for the
gift of freedom and to pray that
they “use this gift well and wisely.” “It’s too easy to let this gift
lie dormant or be neglected,” he
said in his homily at the Mass celebrated during the “Convocation
of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the
Gospel in America” in Orlando.
Archbishop Lori, chairman of
the U.S. bishops’ Committee for
Religious Liberty, had celebrated
the fortnight’s opening Mass June
21 at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Baltimore.
This is the sixth year of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Fortnight for Freedom — a twoweek period of prayer, advocacy
and education on religious freedom. It starts on the vigil of the
shared feast day of St. John Fisher
and St. Thomas More — martyrs
who fought religious persecution
— and ends on Independence
Day. In his homily, the archbishop urged convocation delegates
to advocate for those whose freedoms have been denied and to
seek better laws and engage political leaders but he also stressed
that nothing is more important
that bearing witness to Catholic
teaching and “fulfilling our mission to love.”

Delegates sent home
to imitate Jesus in
reaching the margins
ORLANDO, Fla. (CNS) — Jesus
took a few loaves and fishes
and turned them into a feast for
thousands, offering the church
an example of faith in action,
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston said in sending 3,500 delegates home from
the “Convocation of Catholic
Leaders: The Joy of the Gospel
in America.” In the face of adversity and naysayers in today’s
world — not unlike the apostles
who wondered how they would
feed the masses — the church is
called to take what they have, as
Jesus did and reap the rewards
of achieving great things in the
face of the impossible, Cardinal
DiNardo said in his homily during
the convocation’s closing Mass
July 4. “When we see the complexity, when we see the impossible ... Jesus will say, ‘Just give me
what you have.’ Imagine what we
will have left over after we do it at
the Lord’s word,” he said. “Jesus
gives the apostles and everybody
who listens to them ... he gives
them that power. Do we believe?
St. Paul says if we believe can go
out and do what is asked,” said
Cardinal DiNardo, who is president of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.
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Catholic Charities’ place in the philanthropic community
Providing local, Catholic
solutions to complex
human problems

SELF-SUFFICIENCY
The client(s) enter a period where they need little or no
professional assistance for the issues they are confronting.

BY GLORIA WHITCRAFT

LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS

Editor’s Note: This is the first in
a series of articles about Catholic
Charities in the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend and its role
as the social service arm of the
Catholic Church.

We specialize in assisting clients who face complex,
long-term issues that prevent them from moving ahead
in their lives. These issues often require years of support
to address successfully.

M

any ask, what sets
Catholic Charities apart
from other philanthropic
organizations in the communities of the Diocese of Fort WayneSouth Bend? This is the question
that will be addressed in this
series.
First, it is important to know
what guides us. Catholic social
teaching instructs the baptized
to view those they serve in their
full humanity, that is, as people
with both great needs and great
potential. As a result, we strive
to be models of God’s love and
mercy, offering true compassion
to those in need while empowering them physically, mentally,
emotionally and spiritually to
live as full a life as their capabilities will allow.
Many Catholic Charities clients come to the organization
facing some short-term crisis to
meet basic needs, such as adequate food, clothing or a place to
live. We refer to this initial intervention as Phase 1 Services (see
the Service Pyramid), which typically last less than one year.
However, the real focus of
Catholic Charities’ work is why
someone comes to us under such
circumstances. Those unmet
basic needs are often symptomatic of more complex, long-term
issues that prevent these people
from moving ahead in their lives.
These secondary interventions
are described as Phase 2 services, which often require years of
professional support to address
successfully.
Failure to confront long-term
issues can have dire social and
personal consequences. Consider
Rachel, a teen, who discovered
she was pregnant in high school
and made the pro-life decision to
parent her baby.
Statistically Rachel only has a
40 percent chance of completing
her high school diploma. In most
instances, she would be one of
the 60 percent who drop out,
only to face a lifetime of poverty
due to lack of adequate education.
This is why Catholic Charities
offers Education Creates Hope
and Opportunity, a program
designed to help teen parents
like Rachel complete their diplomas and, in many cases, pursue
education beyond high school.
ECHO often picks up where a
Phase 1 help-center services end,
providing long-term case management so a teen mother can
be successful in raising her child

SHORT-TERM SOLUTIONS
This initial intervention typically addresses a need or
crisis situation in the short-term, which is typically less
than one year.

Provided by Catholic Charities

The Catholic Charities Service Pyramid consists of three phases. Phase 1 — Short-Term Solutions; this initial intervention typically addresses a need or crisis
situation, which typically lasts less than one year. In Phase 2 — Long-Term Solutions, Catholic Charities specializes in assisting clients who face complex, longterm issues that prevent them from moving ahead in their lives. In Phase 3 — Self-Sufficiency, the client(s) enter a period in which they need little or no professional assistance for the issues they are confronting.
while staying in school. Case
managers assist her by going
into the school and making an
education plan with the mother’s
teachers. Case managers also
help with strengthening strained
family relationships and engaging other support services such
as WIC, day care and, as needed,
affordable housing. And because
faith is at the center of all
Catholic Charities does, it lends
spiritual guidance, helping her
recognize God’s plan for her life.
Since 1998 the ECHO program
has served 863 young moms,
whose graduation rate exceeds
90 percent due to its services.
With this local, long-term program, Catholic Charities helps
fulfill a tremendous social need
by breaking the cycle of poverty and reducing government
outlays, which typically exceed
$600,000 per family. It also fulfills the church’s social teachings
of solidarity and subsidiarity
by helping young mothers with
material, emotional and spiritual
needs so they can reach their
greater potential.
So many of the vulnerable in
our communities are forgotten
after the food and clothing are
dispensed. It is the Catholic mission to address the long-term
issues that they face, so they
can live up to their God-given
potential. This is how Catholic
Charities strengthens families
and alleviates poverty.

Rachel’s story
At the age of 17, Rachel got
pregnant. As a senior in high
school, she had many plans, but
now found herself uncertain,
frightened and overwhelmed.
She was afraid of telling her
parents the news, so she confid-

Provided by Catholic Charities

When Catholic Charities stepped in to assist Rachel five years ago, she was
a pregnant high school student. The assistance of her case manager and
Catholic Charities’ programs allowed her to successfully complete her education and still parent her son.
ed in her school guidance counselor. After learning more about
her circumstances, the counselor
introduced Rachel to Catholic
Charities’ ECHO program, which
is designed to help pregnant
teens stay in school while they
complete their high school diplomas.
ECHO is unique because
it provides teens with high
school-based support, transition
assistance to college, long-term
engagement (which can last until
age 24, if necessary), and a great
variety of Catholic Charities support services that can be brought
to bear on their behalf.
Rachel immediately bonded
with her ECHO case manager.
“Natalie was very uplifting, providing me with resources and the

parental guidance I lacked at the
time,” she said.
Every school day for a teen
mother is complicated by having
to consider her child’s health,
finding child care while she is at
school, allotting time for school
work and making sure her child
receives enough attention.
When Natalie came on the
scene, Rachel’s life was pretty
chaotic. She had family troubles
and, because of her pregnancy,
she was struggling to get to
class. Natalie helped by first giving her encouragement, which
included staying in school and
staying connected to her church.
“These young moms so often
just lack any kind of support,”
said Natalie. “When they know
they can count on us to be there,

it makes all the difference.”
At school, Natalie talked to
Rachel’s guidance counselor
and teachers. She helped rearrange tests, change homework
due dates and address other
logistical problems brought
about by the pregnancy. She also
helped arrange services such as
Medicaid, to cover health care
costs; child care, so she could
attend classes; and an introduction to the Women’s Care Center,
where Rachel could earn coupons
to buy baby supplies. She also
sometimes provided transportation when Rachel needed a lift to
a doctor appointment.
With Natalie’s help, Rachel
graduated from high school on
time when she was 18 and six
months pregnant.
When Rachel’s son was born
that August, he was premature; so Natalie helped arrange
child-development assessments
through First Steps to make sure
he was meeting his milestones.
She also arranged counseling for
Rachel so she could better cope
with all her struggles at home
and with being a new mom.
Eventually Natalie got Rachel
enrolled at Ivy Tech, taking
courses to become a medical
assistant. She graduated in
2016. Rachel is now 23 and
her son is approaching his fifth
birthday. As she looks back on
her experience, she reflected on
her experience with ECHO.
“I can never repay Natalie
and Catholic Charities for all the
help and support they have given
me,” she said.

Gloria Whitcraft is CEO of Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Fort
Wayne–South Bend
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St. Peter Church is a spiritual beacon of faith
BY BONNIE ELBERSON

S

t. Peter
Catholic
Church,
located on
DeWald Street,
Fort Wayne,
was founded in
the year 1871
and remains a
FATHER TYRELL
spiritual beacon
ALLES
of faith on the
city’s southeast
side nearly a
century and a half later.
The church was established
for the benefit of Germanspeaking Catholics living south
of the Pennsylvania Railroad,
and was originally a 40-by70-foot structure that also
housed a school. It was built
by the first pastor, Father John
Wemhoff, on a piece of property
running from Hanna to Warsaw
streets and from Saint Martins
to East DeWald streets. The area
eventually became known as St.
Peter’s Square.
Two decades later, as the parish expanded, then-pastor Father
A. Messman oversaw the construction of the imposing Gothic
structure that dominates that site
today. A separate school building
was completed in June of 1905,
St. Peter Catholic Church was erected in the late 19th century. An exterior
view of the church shows its Gothic structure.
Photos provided by St. Peter Parish

and students were taught by the
School Sisters of Notre Dame
until its closure.
Father Tyrell Alles, pastor
since August of 2015, noted that
St. Peter was one of the first parishes established in the diocese
and remains the home parish
of many longtime Fort Wayne
families. Today, he said, most of

St. Peter

518 E. Dewald St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46803
260-744-2765
Mass Times:
Saturday: 4 p.m.
Sunday: 9:15 a.m.
Holy Day: noon; Vigil: 5:30 p.m.
Weekday: M, T, Th, F 9 a.m.; W
5:30 p.m.
Reconciliation: Sat. 3 p.m.;
Sun. 8:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: First Friday
after 9 a.m. Mass

the parishioners are elderly and
“people come for the set-up of
the church, its beauty and the
traditional liturgy.” But keeping
the few younger parishioners in
mind, he said he hopes to reach
out to them as well.
Music director Allen Goebbert
agreed that St. Peter is very
traditional. “I love worshipping

THE GALLEY

Famous Fish & Seafood
Chichen & Steaks • Banquet Facilities
Set Sail Soon!
We now have served over

3,000,000 lbs. of our
FAMOUS FISH!
Celebrating our 38th Anniversary!
622 North 13th Street • Decatur • (260) 724-8181
www.thegalleydecatur.com

An interior view of St. Peter in Fort Wayne showcases the main altar.
there,” he said. Though the
choir is small, it’s a “mighty
crew,” he said, whose members do a fantastic job with the
much-loved traditional music.
A talented brass ensemble joins
the singers at Christmas to
round out the musical offerings.
Today, St. Peter is an
active, thriving faith group of
490 families, with a host of
ministries serving its parishioners and the wider community. A social committee led by
Elda and Stuart Oberley and
Suzie and Charlie Bierbaum
spearheads year-round activities enjoyed by the entire congregation. Tracing its roots
to early settlers, the annual
Germanfest, which takes place
the first Sunday of June, is a
popular parish event. “I have a
lot of helpers I can call,” Elda
Oberley said, and with 175
attending the celebration this

year, much help was required.
The committee also
serves soup and coffee every
Wednesday evening after the
5:30 p.m. Mass during Lent,
when parishioner Meg Hanlon
delivers a short talk about the
pastor’s homily. “People really
enjoy that,” Oberley noted. Then
there’s turkey bingo in early
November and a Christmas party
for kids in December, complete
with doughnuts, cupcakes, gift
bags and a visit with Santa.
None of the committee’s
events are designed to raise
funds, she noted, but merely a
chance for parishioners of all
ages to gather and socialize.
Oberley, a life long parishioner
of St. Peter, described it as an
older parish and “such a loving
community. It’ll be my home
church forever,” she said with
PETER, page 15
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St. Patrick

‘The heart of Christ, open for everyone’
BY COURTNEY CHRISTENSEN

L

ocated
in downtown Fort
Wayne, St.
Patrick Church
has become
one of the most
diverse parishes
in the area since
FATHER
its founding
ANDREW
in 1889. Now
THU PHAM
128 years old,
the faith community began as the only Irish
parish in town. It now has trilingual Masses and parishioners
from 30 countries, according to
parishioner Donna Brooke.
Father Thomas O’Leary, the
first pastor, made plans for the
building of the church, which
was completed in 1891 after his
death. The high altar and sanctuary, made of Italian marble,
were donated and installed in
1912.
According to parish history, in 1913 Bishop Herman
J. Alerding bestowed upon the
church the honor of consecration. It was the first church in
Fort Wayne to receive this privilege, a visible sign of which is
12 crosses affixed to the walls.
“Above the crosses were placed

sconces, each one holding a
blessed candle, states information provided by Brooke.
The 12 candles are to burn
annually on the anniversary of
the parish feast of consecration.
Each cross and candle marks
the sacred spot anointed with
Holy Chrism by the bishop.
This custom calls to mind the
walls of the heavenly Jerusalem,
on whose foundations were
inscribed “the names of the
12 apostles of the Lamb, (Rv
21:14).”
The pride of the parish for
many years, a 40-rank pedal
Wicks Organ was installed in 1937
and attracted organists to the city
to play. It is still used today.
Over the years, St. Patrick has
been involved in the education of
local children. St. Patrick School
started in 1886, before the parish was established, and continued to move to new buildings
as it grew. The school building
that is currently on the church
campus was completed in 1918
and had 639 students in grades
one through eight that year. In
the ’90s, St. Patrick school combined with other local schools to
become the Benoit Academy and
the school building began to be

St.Patrick

2120 S. Harrison St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
260-744-1450
www.stpatrickfw.com

Joe Romie

PATRICK, page 15

NOW
OPEN!

St. Patrick Parish as it looked when it celebrated its 125th anniversary in 2015.

Mass Times:
Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (English); 6
p.m. (Spanish)
Sunday: 9 a.m. (E); 12:30 p.m. (S);
10:30 (Vietnamese)
Holy Day: 9 a.m. (E)
Weekday: M, W 5 p.m. (E);
T, Th, F 6 p.m. (S)
Adoration:Th. 8:30-10 a.m.; 6:45-8 p.m.
Reconciliation: Saturday - 3:304:15 p.m. (E); Sunday - 8-8:45 a.m.
(E), 10 a.m. (V); Thurs. 7-8 p.m.
(S); weekdays by appointment.

SAINT ANNE VICTORY NOLL
Saint Anne Victory Noll offers top-notch retirement-living options, so you
know your loved ones are receiving the best care available. Spots are filling
up fast, so don’t miss out on the opportunity to be a part of this brandnew, state-of-the-art community in Huntington. Choose your room today!
• Person-centered care

• Beautiful chapel with daily mass

• Private rooms for socializing
with family and friends

• Daily activities for residents to enjoy

• Prayer garden

• On-site beauty salon

• 24-hour emergency assistance

CAMPUS AND BUILDING

Tours Available!
REQUEST YOURS TODAY.
(260) 224-6848

SAC41-TodaysCatholicAd_71617.indd 1

25 Victory Noll Drive
Huntington, Indiana 46750
saintannecommunities.org

7/10/17 2:37 PM
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PATRICK
Continued from Page 14
used for other parish activities.
Msgr. Joseph Delaney, the
second pastor of St. Patrick, built
St. Catherine’s Academy, a high
school for girls in the parish and
the area. It was open from 1901
until 1938, when Central Catholic
became co-educational.
The Sisters of Providence
ran both the school and the
academy and were present in
the parish for over 70 years.
Eventually, a convent was built
on the church campus in 1929
and remained there until 1995.
In 2003, St. Patrick merged
with St. Paul, a parish with a
large Hispanic population, which
led to the vibrant Hispanic community that is present now.
Today, education continues at St.
Patrick, through religious education for about 425 students in
both Spanish and English.
The parish is still one of the
bigger parishes in the city, with
813 families, which totals about
3,075 people. Every weekend
there are Masses in English,
Spanish and Vietnamese, and on
special celebrations like Easter
the parish celebrates trilingual
Masses.
“It is really a multicultural
parish,” Father Andrew Thu
Pham, pastor, said. “I like to
see people to be able to come
together to work, to all cooperate,
to pray and to socialize together.
And I like to see them, you know,
mix and talk to each other.”
“You come in here, and
you’re not going to judge anybody in this church, you’re just

Provided by St. Patrick Church

The St. Patrick Vietnamese community is pictured on the occasion of the
installation and blessing of the image of Our Lady of La Vang.
going to be here to venerate
God, and everybody’s welcome,”
Brooke, an exceptionally active
parishioner, said.
Since the people who attend
the parish come from a wide
variety of places and do not
always speak the same language, the parish works hard to
bring everyone together for special events.
“We’re just a big family and
all the priests are so friendly and
we all hang out together and its
wonderful,” she noted.
Although it is no longer the
city’s “Irish parish,” the St.
Patrick’s Day celebration is still
a popular event that brings the
different communities within
the parish together. People
bring their own traditional food,
in addition to standard Irish
dishes, to connect the past to
the present.
The parish also holds special celebrations for the feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe and the
Lunar New Year to incorporate
other special days for the different communities in the parish.

“We try to create different
environments, different social
settings, different activities, like
fundraisers, parish fest, things
like that so people can come
together,” Father Thu Pham said.
In addition to feast days and
other celebrations, the parish also
has regular services and groups
that both serve the community
and bring people together. St.
Patrick has a food bank, works
with the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, holds AA meetings and
runs the Clinica Madre de Dios,
a free clinic for those who are
uninsured and make less than 20
percent of the poverty level.
One ministry that has grown
exponentially over the past
decade is the Tuesday night
prayer group. Huberto Vasquez
helped to start the group in
2006, at first leading only a few
people in a rosary, music and
charismatic prayer in Spanish.
Today, the group attracts hundreds of people every week,
averaging about 200 each time.
“Most of it is to help enrich
our faith, Catholic faith, to grow
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in love and charity to others,”
Vasquez said. “From my own
experience and from the testimony of a lot of us, it brings
our faith alive and our involvement to the parish, to the different ministries within the parish,
within the church activities. We
bring more life to the parish.”
It is people like Vasquez
and Brooke who keep the parish operating. “Without them, I
cannot do everything in the parish,” Father Thu Pham said.
St. Patrick has a place in its
heart for immigrants and welcomes anyone with open arms.
“Our parish doesn’t have
a lot of money but it has a lot
of spirit, it has a lot of faith,
you know, it just feels like they

know that things will work out
for them,” Brooke said. “When
Father Jim Koons was here, he
embraced everybody to feel free
to come here: There’s a plaque in
the back of the church that says
‘Check your prejudice at this
door.’ He also coined this phrase
(to describe the parish): ‘Where
the people are more beautiful
than our historical church.’”
“St. Patrick — I see it as a
mother, because they get us
together, join us together, they
feed us in our faith, in our sacraments,” Vasquez said. “St.
Patrick is, for me, it’s a great
love. For me it’s like heaven.
This is always the heart of
Christ, open for everyone.”

PETER

to “see it come alive again,”
Workman said. And on Sunday,
Oct. 15, just after the anniversary of the final apparition,
Father Alles will offer a special
Mass and the group will host a
chili supper.
Workman is also longtime
president of the St. Vincent
de Paul Society, whose 20
active members perform important work at St. Peter Parish.
Comprised mostly of older
parishioners who are there
like clockwork every Thursday,
according to Workman, the society runs a busy food pantry that
serves 70 to 100 individuals
weekly. Father Alles believes the
food pantry is a vital ministry
and pointed out that. “Some of
the poor who come here are also
helped spiritually through the
ladies of the Rosary Sodality,”
Father Alles said. “We have
a loving, friendly community at
St. Peter’s. I am happy to serve
in this parish, which is my first
experience as a pastor after so
many years of teaching sacred
Scripture in the seminary.”
With its many active ministries, St. Peter Parish is a
vibrant faith community and
a welcoming place of worship.
It boasts a faith-filled outreach
to the surrounding area, draws
the faithful from throughout the
city and remains a spiritual beacon after nearly 150 years.

Continued from Page 13
conviction.
Another parish favorite is the
tradition of coffee and doughnuts served the third Sunday
of each month in the church
hall. Everyone is welcome and
people come from all over the
city, Reggie Romary said. She
and her husband Ed, along with
Meg and John Hanlon, host the
events.
Julie Workman, secretary of
the Rosary Sodality, said that
the 15-to-20-member group
primarily heads up projects
rather than social activities.
Its most recent project focused
on producing two brochures in
commemoration of the Fatima
apparitions. She described the
first brochure as “a beautiful
explanation” of the meaning of
the rosary and instructions for
praying it. The second is about
the scapular and the children of
Fatima. Professionally produced
and printed, they have been
made available to the public at
a nominal cost. Another upcoming project will include religiousthemed movies shown in the
parish pavilion in an effort to
spread the word of Fatima and
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Going beyond administration

W

hile preparing for the
Convocation of Catholic
Leaders, I paused on a
statement describing a design
principle for the event. In calling for missionary discipleship,
the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops in the participant
guidebook cites Pope Francis’
caution that “’mere administration’ can no longer be enough.”
As I had held administrative posts for almost a quarter
of a century, with 20 years
in Catholic ministries, I took
this as one of those learning
moments to stop and think.
Simplified, administration is
the coordination of people and
their efforts to fulfill the purpose of an entity through the
management of roles, activities, resources and processes.
The goal of administration is to
enable ministry while the purpose for any faith-based ministry is to help people know, love
and serve God.
I would be the last person to
cast administration as the polar
opposite of ministry. The word
“administration” embeds the
concept of ministration. Few
ministries can flourish without
able administration.
Think about the cases where
necessary services and outreach
are held back by inefficient or
incoherent processes, poorly
trained or guided personnel,
as well as insufficient or suboptimal use of resources. The
Acts of the Apostles makes
clear that the good works of
charity and care for community
require dedicated and organized
administration.
While both are necessary,
administration and ministry

can pull in different directions
that call for different actions
and behaviors. Minimally, pressures for attending to tasks,
deadlines, crises of one sort or
another can hijack the time,
energies, sensitivities and
patience needed to attend to
the feelings, needs and personal circumstances of the people
involved.   
I learned this during my
last month at Catholic Relief
Services when I opened my calendar to anyone who wanted
to have lunch. These conversations, unlike routine meetings,
were not tethered to the usual
organizational menus of problem-solving or brainstorming.
People shared stories of
their backgrounds, why they
chose to go into international
development, their personal
triumphs and losses, what
was difficult about change for
them, how they have grown,
their hopes for CRS and how
we could make more room for
the ideas of our young people.
My colleagues asked about me:
What was difficult for me, what
did I see in the organization,
what did I hope for, what did I
think we achieved together and
what advice would I like them
to hold in their hearts?
These conversations reveal
the essence of people: who they
are in the ways that matter to
them; their joys and sometimes
their struggles; what gives
them meaning and joy; how
they want to contribute and
what holds them back. People
were seeking to be known, not
in resume entries that denote
qualifications, but in human
terms that foster understanding
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— the first building blocks for
engagement, acceptance and
friendship.
The right brain kicks in
to seek expressions toward
bonded-ness and relationships
without which we would not be
fully human nor could we have
the hunger for God and his
people implicit to ministry.
A professional hazard to
administrative roles is that
these are based on power
entangled with evaluative
thinking that does not shut
itself off. These inhibit conversations. Not only will people
refrain from telling you their
concerns; they also hold back
on positive feedback and empathy for those in authority for
fear that these may be misconstrued.
It is hard to imagine how
one would find the extra time
and the appropriate space
that allows for both emotional
bonding and professional
objectivity. I would venture to
say that had I appreciated the
significance of these needs, I
would have worked hard to
make time and find ways to
accommodate these.
It has to be done when
we recognize that this is not
WOO, page 17
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History and humility:
an old man’s plea to
young adults

T

he old man with the typewriter would like a word
with us texters and tweeters: Don’t be a blockhead.
David McCullough’s bestselling new book, “The American
Spirit,” takes up a cause he has
long championed, lends it added
urgency and aims it squarely at
young adults. “We are raising a
generation of young Americans
who are by and large historically
illiterate,” McCullough writes.
At 83, the prize-winning historian has ample evidence. His
preferred mode is to be holed up
in his writing studio, a tiny shed
in the backyard of his Martha’s
Vineyard home with no running
water or working phone. To
keep from startling him, visitors
whistle as they approach.
But McCullough is even
more shocked when he’s on the
speaking circuit. A Missouri college student, for instance, once
thanked him for coming to campus and said “until now, I never
understood that the original 13
colonies were all on the East
Coast.” Another student asked
him: “Aside from Harry Truman
and John Adams, how many
other presidents have you interviewed?”
The trouble, McCullough
writes, is that we don’t know
who we are or where we’re headed without a sense of where we
came from.
Peppered with the kind of
anecdotes that make his biographies spring to life, this book —

TWENTY
SOMETHING
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a collection of his speeches — is
different. It is an unabashed love
story, McCullough’s ode to history, “an antidote to the hubris
of the present,” a pleasure that
“consists in an expansion of the
experience of being alive.”
Here’s where I must admit
that my summer reading has
gotten a bit light, reduced to the
bleary-eyed boomerang of blogs
and Instagram feeds. I was surprised how good it felt to hold
this book and entertain its ideas.
It illuminates the footbridge from
knowledge to character, and it
offers a clear takeaway for the
Catholic Church.
To learn our nation’s history
is to be inspired by the likes of
Abigail Adams, who penned
2,000 letters. “Great necessities
call out great virtues,” she wrote
to her 11-year-old son, a future
president, setting sail across
the Atlantic. “When a mind is
raised and animated by scenes
that engage the heart, then those
qualities which would otherwise
lay dormant wake into life and
CAPECCHI page 17

Fertilizing the seed of God in our lives
THE
SUNDAY
GOSPEL
MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

Fifteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Matt. 13:1-9

T

he third and last section of
the Book of Isaiah is the
source of the first reading.
This reading was composed
when pious Jews easily could
have become disillusioned and
uncertain in their devotion to
God. For decades, Jews exiled in
Babylon, the capital and center
of the once-powerful Babylonian
Empire, longed to leave the
pagan environment of this great
city — located coincidentally in
present-day Iraq — and return to
their own homeland.
At last, as ancient politi-

cal fortunes changed, these
Jews were allowed to go back
to their ancestors’ homes.
Upon returning, however, they
found no “land flowing with
milk and honey.” Life was
hard. Difficulties were many.
For so long they had dreamed
of leaving Babylon for security,
order and peace in the Jewish
land, yet they instead found
destitution and misery. God had
spared them, but for what?
Certainly, many were angry
with God. Also, most probably
the author of this third section of
Isaiah was one of several, or even
many, prophets who reminded
them that God’s work must be
their own. God had freed them,
but they had to create a society of
justice and prosperity.
St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans
supplies the second reading.
Written to the Christians of Rome
about two generations after Jesus,
Paul refers to their “sufferings.”
The legal and political systems in
the empire were turning against
Christianity. It was a time on the
very threshold of persecution.
The law aside, the culture of

the Roman Empire in the first
century A.D. stood directly opposite the values of the Gospel.
The apostle consoled
and challenged the Roman
Christians. He reminded them
that sin ultimately enslaves
humans, demeaning them and
robbing them of freedom. Sin
disorders creation itself, so creation “groans” in agony.
Jesus is the redeemer. He
gives true freedom to people. This freedom opens the way
to peace and eternal life, despite
any hostility or chaos all around.
St. Matthew’s Gospel furnishes the last reading. It is the
familiar parable of the farmer
who sows seed in different places, some conducive to growth,
others not. Similar passages
occur in Mark and in Luke. It is
in the synoptic tradition.
A great crowd awaited
Jesus. As are people everywhere,
at any time, these people thirsted
for the truth and insight that
only God gives.
Almost certainly, everyone
was a Galilean, and therefore of
rural backgrounds and circum-

stances. The imagery of a farmer,
and the sowing of seed, was easily understood.
Agriculture still often is a
game of chance. It was all the
more so when Jesus preached
in Galilee. Hot days easily
scorched seeds that fell on shallow soil. Birds and pests were
everywhere. Weeds suddenly
appeared. Here and there was
good soil, able to receive the
seeds and produce a yield.
The message is clear. God sows
the seeds in our heart. We must be
humble enough to receive God’s
word. As an aside, here again in
the Gospels the disciples had privileged access to Jesus. They question the Lord about the technique
of speaking in parables. Jesus
explains that parables assist in
understanding great mysteries.
Jesus explains this parable. He
prepares them for their future role.

Reflection
A saint once said that
Christians should pray as if salvation depended solely upon God
and live as if salvation depended

solely upon their own virtue.
The first step to being
redeemed is to be humble
enough to admit the need for
God. The second step is to be
humble enough to live according
to God’s word, not by personal
human instincts or hunches.
We all are in the story of this
parable. We may rely only upon
ourselves. If so, we are not truly
free. Humble turning to God alone
frees us, alone produces reward.

READINGS
Sunday: Is 55:10-11 Ps 65:10-14 Rom
8:18-23 Mt 13:1-9
Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22 Ps 124:1-8 Mt
10:34 — 11:1
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a Ps 69:3, 14,
30-31, 33-34 Mt 11:20-24
Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12 Ps 103:14, 6-7 Mt 11:25-27
Thursday: Ex 3:13-20 Ps 105:1, 5, 8-9,
24-27 Mt 11:28-30
Friday: Ex 11:10 — 12:14 Ps 116:1213, 15-18 Mt 12:1-8
Saturday: Ex 12:37-42 Ps 136:1,
10-15, 23-24 Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
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An unsung champion for life

I

t is widely agreed that the
greatest pro-life legislative
success since the Supreme
Court’s 1973 abortion decision
is the Hyde Amendment.
First enacted in 1976, it
remains in law today to prevent
federal funding of abortion.
This provision and others like
it have reduced abortions in the
U.S. — a recent study estimates
that Hyde has saved the lives
of 2 million unborn children.
It saved millions of taxpayers
from supporting a practice they
abhor and helped stop the “private choice” of abortion from
being elevated into a public
mandate.
Less well-known is what
it took to get the amendment
into law and keep it there. Top
kudos go to Rep. Henry Hyde
(R-Illinois) and other sponsors
from both parties. But they
could not have done it without
the help of a lobbyist unknown
to the public named Mark
Gallagher.
Gallagher passed away
recently at the age of 75. He
retired a decade before, while
continuing his ministry as a
permanent deacon. Because
his lobbying was never about
himself, always about the children and mothers, he would
not have welcomed this tribute
while alive. So, this is my first
opportunity to express what his
example meant to me and many
others.
Gallagher advocated the
Catholic pro-life agenda in
Congress as lobbyist for the
National Committee for a
Human Life Amendment, a
distinct organization assisting
the Catholic bishops, and then
for the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops. He was one
of the most effective advocates
Capitol Hill has seen.
How effective? Well, his
“decisive impact” on approval of
Hyde was cited by the American

Civil Liberties Union in its
Supreme Court brief claiming
the amendment was an unconstitutional “establishment” of
the Catholic religion.
That suit failed and rightly
so. Lawmakers’ decades-long
respect for Gallagher’s advice
had nothing to do with a peculiarly Catholic teaching on life.
It arose from four things.
First, Gallagher’s grasp of
the issue. He literally “wrote the
book” on the Hyde Amendment,
compiling a briefing book for
congressional allies presenting
all opposing arguments and
well-documented rebuttals.
Second, his uncanny knack
for estimating what could pass
Congress and detailed knowledge of Congress’s procedural
rules — an important gift when
opponents exploited or rewrote
those rules to block pro-life legislation.
Third, his sincerity and
integrity, grounded in deep
faith, contained no rancor or
partisanship. He had worked
for federal anti-poverty programs and Catholic Charities,
and he helped pass bills that
others called “liberal,” including the Civil Rights Restoration
Act, Family and Medical Leave
Act and Refundable Child Tax
Credit. He embodied a “consistent ethic of life” before that
phrase was coined.
Fourth, lawmakers knew
Gallagher’s advice would be
backed up by their own constituents, as he helped establish
a grass-roots network helping
Catholics write to their elected
representatives. Millions of letters, postcards and emails have
been sent to Congress because
of his efforts.
His policy expertise was only
one facet of his personality.
Accompanying him on lobbying visits, I sometimes had to
wait while a congressman or
aide (regardless of views on the

CAPECCHI

writes. “To be indifferent to that
isn’t just to be ignorant, it’s to be
rude.” Then he throws his sharpest barb — cushioned, as it is,
by a Mr. Rogers cardigan: “And
ingratitude is a shabby failing.”
When it comes to our religion, the oldest Christian faith,
so many of us young Catholics
risk drifting down the path
from ignorance to ingratitude.
McCullough’s caution applies:
“We have to value what our forebears — and not just in the 18th
century, but our own parents
and grandparents — did for us,
or we’re not going to take it very
seriously, and it can slip away.”
I love my faith and my family,
which intersect in deep, fascinating ways. To learn more of
Catholicism’s rich history — our
saints and our sacraments, our
symbols and our songs — brings
a wellspring of appreciation. It
is to discover, in the words of
McCullough, an “inexhaustible
source of strength.”

Continued from Page 16
form the character of the hero
and the statesman.”
McCullough dedicates the
book to his 19 grandchildren and
doles out plenty of wholesome
advice. Read widely. Be generous. Take an interest in people.
He also borrows Abigail
Adams’ admonition to her son
and directs it at modern-day
history-illiterates: “How unpardonable it would be for us —
with so much that we have been
given, the advantages we have,
all the continuing opportunities
we have to enhance and increase
our love of learning — to turn
out blockheads.”
We must never take for
granted the work of those who
went before us, McCullough

SCRIPTURE SEARCH
Gospel for July 16, 2017
Matthew 13:1-23
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Following is a word search based on the Gospel
reading for Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle
A: the story about sowing seeds. The words can be
found in all directions in the puzzle.

RICHARD DOERFLINGER
issue in question) asked to take
Gallagher aside for moral or
spiritual guidance on a personal
matter.
And all of this came second to his family — his loving
wife Kathy, nine children, 19
grandchildren and one greatgrandchild. His grown children
testified at his funeral that, no
matter what was happening
in Congress, he was there for
every major event in their lives
and gave his undivided attention when they needed help
or advice. Too many people
involved in public policy cannot
say the same.
This was Gallagher’s legacy
to those who knew him. Faith
and family above all. Be the
most knowledgeable person in
the room, sharing that knowledge humbly and freely. Never
forget that you’re working for
the most vulnerable, not yourself.
If there were more people like
him in Washington, that partisan swamp would be a different
place. Church leaders would do
well to encourage this.

Richard Doerflinger is associate
director of the Secretariat of ProLife Activities, U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops. To learn
how to write to Congress on this
issue visit www.nchla.org; more
on the bishops’ pro-life activities
can be found at www.usccb.org.

WOO
Continued from Page 16
really a choice: that our colleagues deserve nothing less,
that empathy would wither or
become brittle in their absence,
and that we are not really supporting God’s ministry without
channeling his eyes, ears and
heart for the other.

Carolyn Woo is distinguished president’s fellow for global development at Purdue University and
served as the CEO and president of
Catholoic Relief Servies from 2012
to 2016.
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rossWord
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

57 City in Nebraska
58 Second month (abbr.)
59 Decalogue
60 Appoints
61 "We are God's ___"

DOWN

1 Swallow's home, Ps 84
2 Type of dressing
3 Bl. ___ de la Roche
18
19
20
21
4 Artifact found in rock
22
23
24
5 Take action
6 Dog food
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
7 Tribulation, persecu33
34
35
36
tion
8 Land plot
37
38
39
40
9 Danish physicist
41
42
43
10 Spice for Jesus' body
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
11 Soldiers stuck one
in Jesus' hand
52
53
54
55
19 Praise highly
56
57
58
21 Types of wood
59
60
61
23 Holds wheat kernels
25 Internal Revenue
© 2017 www.tri-c-a-publications.com
26 Angels draw from sea
Sunday readings: Is 55:10-11; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1 27 "Look but do not ___"
-23 & Wis 12:13, 16-19; Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43
28 "Your ___ and
& 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52
your staff..." Ps 23
30 Tooth
25 Like an island
ACROSS
31 Speed rate
1 BB association
29 Poor soil for seeds 32 However
33 Holds fishing line
4 Truths
35 British drink
9 Tavern
34 Will not _ (corruption) 38 Exact (2 wds.)
36 Uh-uh
12 Annex
40 Camel-like animals
37 Farm homeland
13 Orange-red
42 Swelling
14 Bullfight cheer
39 Wisdom was God's 44 Engrossed
15 A net is thrown into 41 Ball holder
45 Otherwise
16 Unemotional
43 Monk drink
46 God's waters the
44 Looks over book, again
17 Garden tool
earth
48 From Far East
18 Types of food fish
47 Thailand
52 Wing
20 Rain & snow did
49 News
22 Jesus came to ___, 53 Rationalism
50 Afresh
55 Compass point
for sins
51 Northwest by north
56 Pressure unit
24 Throw
54 That girl
12

13

14

15

16

17

Answer Key can be found on page 19
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Parish designs own vacation Bible school curriculum
BY CLAIRE KENNEY

S

ometimes doing things a
little differently comes with
perks. Such is the case for
Our Lady of Good Hope in Fort
Wayne.
The parish took a divergent
approach to its vacation Bible
school program, as the staff has
developed its own curriculum
that perfectly parallels the goals
of the youth ministry program,
which begins for children at a
very young age.
As co-director of youth ministry and one of the parish’s pastoral associates, Jackie Oberhausen
has firsthand experience with
Our Lady of Good Hope’s VBS
and is one of the creators of the
curriculum, which she co-wrote
with her daughter in 2000. It
plays a major role in centering
children in the faith and encourages them to foster faith in their
lives as they grow.
“Our Lady’s VBS program is
not just about VBS, but rather a
program that empowers youth
to be disciples, to own and share
their Catholic faith and, most
importantly, develop and foster a
personal relationship with Jesus
Christ,” Oberhausen said.
She describes the relationship
between the parish’s youth ministry program and its VBS to be
one that works in tandem and is
based on phased programming.
Essentially, VBS is specifically
designed to inspire participation
in the youth ministry program
and, by doing so, a long-term
relationship with Christ that sets
others on a similar path. This
domino effect helps to create a
true incorporation of Catholic
values in the participants’ lives.
“Because we have a program

Ashley Renee/Provided by Our Lady of Good Hope

Children begin the day with Mass during vacation Bible school at Our Lady of Good Hope Parish, Fort Wayne, in June.

that develops a call to discipleship at such an early age, VBS
gives wings to our older youth
to minister down and share
their faith,” Oberhausen said.
“Children can attend our youth
ministry sessions as early as age
three through a program entitled
‘Break Open the Word Children’s
Liturgy,’ where middle school
girls act as puppeteers and make
the Gospel message come to
life.”
Our Lady of Good Hope’s VBS
builds Mass into its programming, something that might
be atypical. The program offers
a daily Mass that is short and
simple, and Oberhausen said the
eucharistic experience allows

the children to “really walk with
Jesus and pray alongside him.”
The program’s success is
based on other factors as well,
she added.
“…I can say without hesitation that the success of Our Lady
of Good Hope’s VBS program is
based on three important facts.
It’s simple, it’s authentically
Catholic and it begins each day
with the source and summit of
our Catholic faith, the Eucharist.”
Another variable factor
embraced by Our Lady of Good
Hope’s VBS curriculum is the
duration of the program. Instead
of basing programming on a fiveday schedule, Our Lady of Good
Hope bases it on a three-day

Of this thematic emphasis,
Oberhausen said that “our hope
with each of our programs is to
incorporate the life and breath of
the church into an experiential
opportunity for our children.”
Additionally, by writing its
own curriculum, the parish is
able to keep costs at a minimum
— making the experience affordable for families.
Oberhausen said Our Lady of
Good Hope’s VBS curricula are
consistently hits.
“… every year, youth ministry and VBS is a huge success,”
Oberhausen said. “The reason
is that Jesus and the truths of
his church are experienced and
made personal.” Next year, the
program will run June 24-26.
Oberhausen hasn’t decided on
the theme.
“I will need to pray about it,
and then do whatever he tells
me.’ I always just wait for inspiration from the Holy Spirit,” she
explained.

duration.
As much as possible, the parish works to ensure that its VBS
curriculums lean on something
timely related to the church. In
the past, its VBS programs have
been based on themes such as
the church’s celebration of the
Year of the Priest, on popes (in
2014 when St. Pope John Paul
II and St. Pope John XXIII were
canonized) and Corporal Works
of Mercy and Jesus’ message of
Divine Mercy to St. Faustina during the Year of Mercy in 2016.
This year’s program incorporated
Melissa Kaiser’s Tracking Mary
curriculum in celebration of the
100th Anniversary of Our Lady
of Fatima.
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What’s Happening?
WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. Send
announcements at least two weeks prior to the event. View more Catholic events and submit
new ones at www.diocesefwsb.org/bulletin. Events that require an admission charge or payment to participate will receive one free listing. For additional listings of that event, please call
the Today’s Catholic advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.
Spaghetti dinner planned
SOUTH BEND — The Knights of
Columbus Council 5570, 5202
Linden Ave., will have a spaghetti dinner Thursday, July 13, from
4-6 p.m. Tickets are $8 for adults
and $2.50 for children 5-12.
Volunteer needed
SOUTH BEND — Catholic
Charities is seeking a volunteer
to assist in the South Bend Food
Pantry on Wednesday mornings
from 10 a.m. to noon. Please call
574-234-3111 for more information.
Career ministry
FORT WAYNE — The Career
Ministry of St. Vincent’s Church
and Associated Churches serves
the un- and under-employed
as well as those seeking career
change. Meeting dates and
topics are: July 17 — Top 10
Interview Questions and How
to Answer Them with Erin
Warzala and Cynthia Lambeth,
HR Manager, AEP; Aug. 21 —
Create a Professional Image on
Any Budget with Leslee Hill, Hill
Image; and Sept. 18 — Writing
and Formatting Professional
Emails with Elizabeth
MacDonald, The Verbal Edge. The
ministry meets at 6:30 p.m. in
the St. Vincent’s Spiritual Center
(Rooms A & B) on the corner of
Wallen Rd and Auburn. Dress
is casual. Bring a copy of your
resume. Email Molly Roman
at career.ministry@saintv.org for
information.
Medicine cabinet donations needed
FORT WAYNE — The Franciscan
Center is in dire need of donated
health, wellness and hygiene
products for the Medicine Cabinet
program. The most need is for
unopened toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, lotion, bar soap,
razors, baby wipes, pain aids and

cold medicine. However, any type
of hygiene/wellness products
are greatly appreciated. Items
can be dropped off at the center, 1015 E. Maplegrove Ave., or
the Thrift Store, 925 E. Coliseum.
A donation receipt for tax records
will be provided. Contact Sony
Laisure at 260-744-3977 or 260740-4122 for information.
Vendors sought for Franciscan festival
FORT WAYNE — Vendors, crafters, information tables sought for
Portizuncola Indulgence Day and
Franciscan Festival, to be held
Wednesday, August 2, from 47:30 pm at St. John the Baptist
Church, 4500 Fairfield Avenue,
Fort Wayne IN. $20 donation per
table made out to Confraternity
of Penitents. Call 260-739-6882
to reserve a spot. Vendors must
bring their own table and chairs.
Theology on Tap summer session set to
begin
GRANGER — The young adult
Theology on Tap Series Theme
— Shaping a Changing World —
will begin Tuesday nights at 6:30
p.m. at Villa Macri, 225 Toscana
Blvd. July 18: Pro-Life Whole
Life – Josh and Rosary Comeau;
July 25: Interfaith Dialogue with
Muslims – Gabriel Reynolds; Aug
1: Environmental Stewardship –
Tim Ruggaber; Aug 8: Mass
and cookout with Msgr. Michael
Heintz (at St. Patrick’s County
Park). Visit www.diocesefwsb.
org/tot-sb for details.
New exhibit on display:
Vessels of Veneration
FORT WAYNE — The Cathedral
Museum announces a new
exhibit titled “Vessels of
Veneration” which includes the
monstrances from the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception,
St. Mary Mother of God, St. Peter
and St. Patrick, Fort Wayne. Free

admission in the garden level
of the Archbishop Noll Catholic
Center, 915 S. Clinton St., 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday. Free parking in the Noll
Center.
Concert and blessing of new piano
FORT WAYNE — A concert and
blessing of the new Samick Baby
Grand Piano will be Tuesday,
July 18, at 7 p.m. at St. Therese
Church, 2304 Lwr. Huntington
Rd. Valentino Piran, director
of music ministries, St. Jude
Catholic Church will perform.
Father Lawrence Teteh, C.S.Sp.
will bless the Samick Baby Grand
at the conclusion of the concert.
Parish festival to be celebrated
SOUTH BEND — Our Lady of
Hungary Parish, 829 W. Calvert,
will have a parish festival and
polka Mass Saturday, July 15,
from 4-10 p.m. with kids games
starting at 2 p.m. The 5 p.m.
Mass is a Polka Mass. Food
includes Hungarian goulash,
Langalo, sausage sandwiches,
Mexican food, cabbage noodles,
hot dogs, pastry, pop and adult
beverages. Music by Just Us
featuring Our Lady of Hungary
alumni Rich Deka, Jo Jo Fovary
and Ken Berzai. Music starts at
6 p.m. Contact Denise Domonkos
at 574-255-1906 denliberty@
hotmail.com for information.
Christ Child Society 70th anniversary
brunch and open house
SOUTH BEND — The 70th
Anniversary of the founding of
Christ Child Society of South
Bend, 308 S. Scott St., will Be
celebrated with a brunch and
open house Sunday, Aug. 6, from
noon to 2 p.m., with a short program beginning at 12:45 p.m.
Displays and tours of the Center
will be available throughout
the event. Reservations may be

Up to 24 hour care - Meal Preparation
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Light Housekeeping - Errands/Shopping
Respite Care - Companionship - and much more!
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Marian softball coach journeys to 500 wins
BY ANDREW MENTOCK

T

his past season, Marian
High School’s softball coach
reached a milestone that
few coaches do, when he experienced his team’s 500th win.
The victory came on April 24,
after George Grenert’s Marian
Knights beat the New Prairie
Cougars by a score of 7-0.
Grenert credits endurance for his
team’s overall coaching success,
especially since when he took
over the program in 1989, the
Mishawaka Catholic high school
didn’t have a strong softball program.
“At Marian, we weren’t
known for winning a lot of softball games in our earlier years,”
said Grenert with a laugh.
In fact, the team didn’t have
a winning season until his seventh year as coach, which is why
Grenert said one of his highlights
as a coach was losing to powerhouse Penn High School in
the sectional championship 3-2;
because that showed they could
compete with the best teams.
Since then, Marian softball
has gone on to win two Indiana
state regional titles, as well as
earn an appearance in the state
finals — a great accomplishment
for someone who didn’t initially
aspire to be a coach. He was just
a guy who liked fast-pitch soft-

Provided by George Grenert

In April, Marian High School softball coach George Grenert showed off the banner that was made following the
team’s 500th win under his leadership.
ball.
“I’ve always had a fascination with softball, even as a kid,”
said Grenert. “I played softball.
It’s probably not so obvious anymore, but there used to be a lot
of softball leagues around with
fast-pitch.
“I went into high school and
played baseball for a couple of
years. Then, after high school,
I didn’t go on to an illustrious
career in baseball, but still played
softball in my younger years.
So (coaching) was just kind of a

natural thing for me.”
Grenert decided to apply for
the position as the head softball
coach at Marian after it was suggested to him by his stepson and
then-girlfriend, who were over at
Grenert’s house. At the time, she
was a softball player at Marian.
“Her coach had resigned and
in our conversation, they said
‘George, you should go apply for
that job.’ I did, and here we are.”
Since he had chosen a career
in construction and did not work
at Marian, Grenert had to deal

with some obstacles to coaching.
“How did I ever find the time
to go get the fields ready to play
and everything else? I would
always make arrangements with
my employers so that I could
leave at 3 p.m. Games were at
4:30 p.m. back then.” In the
time between leaving work and
the start of his team’s game, he
would have to rake and drag the
field, line the field, make sure
his players were ready and make
that day’s lineup.
The hoops he had to jump

through didn’t go unnoticed by
his players.
“I think George teaches a lot
of things about life,” said Jamie
Young, who played softball at
Marian from 2010-14. “I think
the most important things he
teaches are through his example.
He shows how to enjoy the wins
and how to overcome the losses.
He taught me to be proud, but
always stay humble.”
Other former players agree.
“He was a good coach but an
even better person,” said Kelsey
Keilman, who played softball at
Marian from 2011-15, “like a
grandpa to his players.”
Four years ago Grenert retired
from his construction job, allowing him to spend more time with
his family, which has spread
across the country. However,
he isn’t able to see them much
during softball season and has
missed the majority of his older
grandchildren’s spring sporting events. That’s something he
plans to change soon.
“The end is near,” said
Grenert, in regard to his coaching career. He won’t say exactly
when he’ll retire, but after 500
wins there isn’t much left for him
to accomplish besides continuing
to be the man his players, family,
and the Marian community know
and love.
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