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With CRS in the Holy Land

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
As a board member of Catholic Relief Services, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades visited CRS sites in East Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza last week. He is shown 
with young Palestinians who serve at CRS-sponsored community centers for children in Gaza. 

I had the privilege to travel 
to Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and Gaza last week (January 

15-22) with Catholic Relief 
Services. Hosted by the wonder-
ful staff of CRS in the Holy Land, 
Bishop Joe Vasquez of Austin, 
Texas, and I, along with two CRS 
staff from the U.S., seven board 
members and benefactors and 
the CRS regional director partici-
pated in the trip. I was especially 
delighted that one of the par-
ticipants was from our diocese: 
Tom Veldman, parishioner of St. 
Joseph Parish in South Bend and 
a great supporter of Saint Joseph 
High School.

The work of Catholic Relief 
Services in the Holy Land began 
in the 1940s and focused on 
assisting refugees displaced by 
the devastation of World War II. 
CRS established a program office 
in 1961 under an agreement 
with the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan. In 1967, the Israeli 
government asked CRS to con-
tinue its presence. In 1999, CRS 
was officially registered with the 
Palestinian National Authority’s 
Ministry of Interior to carry on 

its work in the West Bank and 
Gaza.

CRS has offices today in 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Gaza, 
from which it implements many 
programs. Presently, there are 
49 national staff and six inter-
national staff of CRS in the 
Holy Land. The CRS Country 
Representative, Hilary Dubose, 
who leads CRS programs and 
staff in the Holy Land, gracious-
ly hosted and guided us through-
out the week.

East Jerusalem and 
Ramallah

Our first full day, January 16, 
was spent in East Jerusalem, 
the Palestinian section of the 
city that was annexed by Israel 
in the 1967 Six-Day War. To 
this day, no country has recog-
nized the legitimacy of Israel’s 
annexation of East Jerusalem 
or of Israeli rule in this area. 
The 308,000 Palestinians of 
East Jerusalem, with rare excep-
tion, are not citizens of Israel, 
but are classified as “perma-
nent residents” with very limited 
rights. A great source of con-
sternation for the Palestinians 

is the Israeli settlement in East 
Jerusalem that solidifies Israeli 
control. Settlement blocs now 
house 200,000 Israelis in East 
Jerusalem. 

In the morning, a well-known 
Israeli attorney who defends 
the rights of Palestinians gave 
us a tour of East Jerusalem. At 
one stop, we were able to look 
out over an area of an Israeli 
settlement and a Palestinian 
neighborhood on two hills sepa-
rated by an area called “E-1.” 
Controversial and problematic 
plans have been in the works 
for an Israeli settlement there 
that would separate the northern 
and southern parts of any future 
Palestinian state, undermining 
its geographical integrity and the 
viability of East Jerusalem as the 
capital of that state.

After the tour of East 
Jerusalem, we travelled 10 kilo-
meters north to Ramallah in the 
central West Bank. Ramallah is 
the de facto administrative capi-
tal of the Palestinian National 
Authority. It was historically an 
Arab Christian town, but today 
has a Muslim majority. We vis-
ited the Muqata’a, the govern-
ment headquarters and presiden-

tial compound of the Palestinian 
National Authority. Two 
Palestinian officials, strategic 
advisors of President Mahmoud 
Abbas, spoke to us about the 
challenges of the Palestinian 
government, including the 
expansion of Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank and the 
humanitarian disaster in Gaza. 
One of the advisors, a Catholic, 
shared with us the good rela-
tionship between Christian and 
Muslim Palestinians, though he 
expressed concern for the decline 
of the Christian population in the 
Holy Land. Today, 1.8 percent 
of Palestinians are Christians. 
Both officials expressed deep 
gratitude for the work of CRS in 
Palestine and especially in Gaza. 
They expressed grave concern 
about the present very volatile 
situation and growing opposi-
tion to the two-state solution. 
They believe an international 
commitment is needed, given 
the lack of progress in bi-later-
al negotiation. They asked for 
our help in shedding light on 
the injustices suffered by the 
Palestinian people.

CRS, page 2

BY BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES
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Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre and Latin 
Patriarchate

We began our second day in 
Jerusalem with Mass at the cha-
pel on Mount Golgatha, within 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
followed by a tour of this holi-
est church in the world, on the 
site of Our Lord’s crucifixion and 
resurrection. If you have been 
there, you know the indescrib-
able experience of entering the 
Edicule, the shrine that encloses 
Jesus’ empty tomb. Kneeling at 
the tomb, I prayed for justice, 
peace and reconciliation in the 
Holy Land. Presently, the Edicule 
is being restored and is covered 
with scaffolding. I was happy that 
it is still open for pilgrims. A few 
months ago researchers found 
the original rock surface, the bed 
of Jesus’ burial, under the marble 
slab where people pray. The lime-
stone cave walls of the tomb are 
also intact.

After the tour and breakfast 
in the Christian Quarter of the 
old city, we visited the residence 
and offices of the Latin Patriarch 
of Jerusalem near the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. The Latin 
Patriarch is the Bishop of all 
the Latin Roman Catholics in 
Israel, the Palestinian Territories, 
Jordan and Cyprus (approximately 
150,000 Catholics today). Last 
year the Patriarch retired, so the 
Patriarchate is presently governed 
by an Apostolic Administrator, 
Archbishop Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa, an Italian Franciscan.

We had a very friendly audi-
ence with Archbishop Pizzaballa, 
who expressed his deep apprecia-
tion for the work of CRS in the 
Holy Land. He shared with us 
his concern about the diminish-
ing population of Christians in 
Jerusalem, now numbering only 
12,000. He wants the Church to 
be a living presence in Jerusalem. 
Archbishop Pizzaballa expressed 
gratitude for U.S. pilgrims to the 
Holy Land who support the local 
Christians. He also spoke about 
the universal, international sig-
nificance of Jerusalem and the 
need for a just and stable solu-
tion for the Palestinians. 

After the meeting with 
Archbishop Pizzaballa, we visited 
the U.S. Consulate for a meeting 
with Mr. Donald Blome, the U.S. 
Consul General in Jerusalem. This 

is the oldest continually operat-
ing U.S. diplomatic mission in the 
world. Mr. Blome spoke of CRS 
as “a great partner” and praised 
the work of CRS in Gaza. He dis-
cussed the political problems in 
the region and the “pretty awful” 
status quo situation. Like others 
whom we met, the Consul spoke 
of the extremely tense situation at 
the present time and the real pos-
sibility of more violence.

Hebron
In the afternoon we travelled 

to Hebron, a city I was anxious 
to visit since, when I was there 
in 1981, we were not able to 
stay and visit because it was too 
dangerous. We had left quickly 
because stones and rocks were 
being thrown at our bus. This 
time it was different. We began 
by visiting the famous Tomb of 
the Patriarchs, the burial place of 
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and 
Rebecca, Jacob and Leah. This is 
the second holiest place in the 
world for the Jewish people. King 
David began his reign in Hebron. 
Many Jews were praying or 
studying in the synagogues and 
halls within the building of the 
Tombs when we visited.

Our guide in Hebron was an 
Israeli woman, a leader of one of 
CRS’ partners in the Holy Land, 
B’Tselem, the Israeli Information 
Center for Human Rights in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
Hebron, a Palestinian city in 
the West Bank, is now divided, 
with parts under Israeli control 
and parts under the Palestinian 
Authority. There are no 
Christians in Hebron. It truly felt 
like an occupied city, with Israeli 
soldiers everywhere and Israeli 
checkpoints throughout the city. 
Israeli settlements have been 
built throughout the city and 
Palestinians are prohibited from 
being on various streets, mak-
ing mobility a challenge. I spoke 
with two friendly shopkeepers 
near the Tomb of the Patriarchs, 
who shared with me about the 
severe restrictions on them 
as well as the poor business 
because of lack of tourists.

We visited the home of one of 
the Palestinian families in Hebron 
who participated in the CRS and 
B’Tselem Visual Impact Project. 
This project provides video cameras 
so they can collect footage of their 
daily lives and violations of human 

rights under occupation. This has 
helped educate people outside to 
their plight, monitoring and docu-
menting human rights violations.

Gaza
We spent the next two days in 

Gaza, really the heart of our trip, 
where 90 percent of CRS’ work 
in the Holy Land takes place. 
Since 2007, the people of Gaza 
have lived through three wars, 
a crippling blockade, economic 
stagnation and accelerating 
environmental collapse. Nearly 
a third of the population (over 
500,000 people) fled their homes 
during the 2014 war and bomb-
ings. The water is contaminated 
and electric power is sporadic. 
Thousands of families still need 
safe and adequate housing 
today. Gaza has the highest rate 
of unemployment in the world, 
about 40 percent. It is governed 
by Hamas, which took over the 
Gaza Strip after the Fatah party 
lost the elections in 2007. Hamas 
is a militant Islamist group, desig-
nated by the U.S., Israel and oth-
ers as a terrorist organization, but 
considered by its supporters as a 
legitimate resistance movement. 
Hamas, unlike Fatah, has refused 
to renounce violence.

CRS was a leader in providing 
emergency relief during the wars 
and has been a leader in recov-
ery, rebuilding homes, lives and 
opportunity in Gaza. CRS works 
with local partners and has built 
transitional shelters and distrib-
uted food and water. It is involved 
in many projects today: restoring 
agricultural land and livelihoods, 
repairing and winterizing homes, 
providing work opportunities and 
offering psychological support. 
CRS is implementing the USAID-
funded “Envision Gaza 2020” 
Project to build resilience and 
self-reliance in vulnerable com-
munities through reconstruction 
and redevelopment, expansion of 
employment opportunities and 
targeted emergency assistance.

We visited several CRS projects 
during our two days in Gaza. We 
attended a meeting of a group 
of local women, one of many 
“Savings and Internal Lending 
Communities” organized by CRS 
to help participants build savings 
and assist each other through 
loans. We visited a center where 
young adults are trained by 
CRS to work in Child-Friendly 

Community Centers to help chil-
dren develop greater psychosocial 
resilience and wellbeing. We 
also visited a supermarket where 
recipients of USAID/CRS electronic 
food vouchers purchase the food 
they need. Many of these families 
are participating in CRS livelihood 
and jobs programs.

While in Gaza we celebrated 
two Masses in the only Catholic 
parish there, named “Holy Family 
Parish” since Mary, Joseph and 
Jesus would have gone through 
Gaza during the flight into Egypt. 
Two Brazilian priests serve the 
130 Catholics in Gaza, a tiny 
Catholic community. At present, 
their church is being reconstruct-
ed. Six Missionaries of Charity 
and two Holy Rosary sisters 
joined us for Mass. It was beauti-
ful to see the devotion of these 
priests and sisters to the people 
they serve.

We visited the two houses of 
the Missionaries of Charity next 
to Holy Family Church. The sis-
ters care for 37 disabled children 
and 10 disabled elderly people, 
truly the poorest of the poor in 
Gaza. CRS assists the sisters with 
many of their needs, including 
building repairs and utilities. It 
was a joy to visit and hold the 
children who are so lovingly cared 
for by Mother Teresa’s sisters.

Entering and leaving Gaza 
involved going through three 
checkpoints: Israeli, Palestinian 
Authority and Gaza’s Hamas 
authority. The people of Gaza 
are like prisoners, since they are 
unable to leave except for rare 
emergency or other special situ-
ations. It was hard to leave Gaza 
and to say goodbye to the sisters, 
the priests and the CRS workers. 
The people of Gaza rarely see 
visitors from outside, since few 
are allowed entry to Gaza. They 
can feel “forgotten by the world.” 
They were very happy and grate-
ful for our visit. I assured them of 
the prayers of the people of our 
diocese and that I would share 
with others about them and their 
difficult lives.

This article from Bishop 
Rhoades on his trip with CRS to 
the Holy Land will continue in 
the next issue.

More photos from the trip  
are on pages 4 and 5.

View of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives                                                                                                                                                                                                  Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades



T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C 3January 29, 2017

Public schedule of  
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 

Sunday, January 29: 10:45 a.m. — Mass, Saint Mary Mother 
of God Church, Fort Wayne

Monday, January 30: 11:30 a.m. — Light of Learning 
Luncheon, Hotel Fort Wayne, Fort Wayne 

Wednesday, February 1: 1:30 p.m. — Meeting with Deacon 
Community Board, Sacred Heart Parish, Warsaw

Wednesday, February 1: 5:05 p.m. — Mass and Dinner with 
Priests, Corby Hall, University of Notre Dame

Thursday, February 2: 11:30 a.m. — Light of Learning 
Luncheon, Hilton Garden Inn, Gillespie Conference Room, South 
Bend 

Thursday, February 2: 5:30 p.m. — Reception for Catholic 
Charities’ Donors, Beiger Mansion Inn, Mishawaka

Friday, February 3: 8:30 a.m. — Mass and Pastoral Visit, 
Saint Matthew School, South Bend

‘We will be protected by God,’ Trump 
declares in inaugural address

WASHINGTON (CNS) — 
President Donald J. Trump told 
the nation in his inaugural 
address that it need not fear in 
the days ahead.

“There should not be fear,” 
Trump said Jan. 20. “We are pro-
tected and we will always be pro-
tected. We will be protected by 
the great men and women of our 
military and law enforcement, 
and, most important, we will be 
protected by God.”

In signaling a new era for the 
United States, “at the bedrock of 
our politics will be a total alle-
giance to the United States of 
America, and through our loyalty 
to our country, we will rediscover 
our loyalty to each other,” Trump 
said in his 15-minute address. 
“When you open your heart to 
patriotism, there is no room for 
prejudice. The Bible tells us how 
good and pleasant it is when 
God’s people live together in 
unity. We must speak our minds 
openly, debate our disagreements 
honestly, but always pursue soli-
darity. When America is united, 
America is totally unstoppable.”

He said Americans of all 
stripes harbor common hopes 
and dreams.

“We all enjoy the same glori-
ous freedoms,” Trump said, “and 
we all salute the same great 
American flag. And whether a 
child is born in the urban sprawl 
of Detroit or the windswept 
plains of Nebraska, they look 
up at the same night sky, they 
fill their heart with the same 
dreams, and they are infused 
with the breath of life by the 
same almighty Creator.”

Much of the rest of Trump’s 
inaugural address restated the 
themes he used in his presi-
dential campaign, remarking 
repeatedly that the nation and its 
citizens would be his top priority 
as president.

“Today we are not merely 
transferring power from one 
administration to another or 
from one party to another,” 
Trump said from the west front 
of the Capitol, “but we are trans-
ferring power from Washington, 
D.C., and giving it back to you, 
the people.”

He added, “This moment is 
your moment. It belongs to you. 
It belongs to everyone gathered 
here today and everyone watch-
ing all across America. This is 
your day, this is your celebration, 
and this, the United States of 
America, is your country.”

Trump distilled the ills he saw 

in the United States: “Mothers 
and children trapped in poverty 
in our inner cities, rusted-out 
factories scattered like tomb-
stones across the landscape of 
our nation. An education system 
flush with cash but which leaves 
our young and beautiful students 
deprived of all knowledge. And 
the crime and the gangs and the 
drugs that have stolen too many 
lives and robbed our country of 
so much unrealized potential. 
This American carnage stops 
right here and stops right now.”

BY MARK PATTISON

Allen County pro-life rally and march

The Presentation at the Temple
WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE

Celebrated in parishes Feb. 4-5, 2017

Nearly 2,000 people took part in the 43rd annual Allen County Right to Life March for Life
Saturday, Jan. 21, to peacefully seek an end to abortion. Attendees participated in a rally at 
the University of Saint Francis Performing Arts Center and then marched through the streets 
of downtown Fort Wayne, ending at the E. Ross Adair Federal Building. Speakers at the 
rally included author Peter Heck, Rep. Jim Banks (IN-3) and Dr. Andrew Mullally of Credo 
Family Medicine. Clergy and medical professionals in attendance were recognized for their 
contributions for advancing a culture of life. Photos by John Martin

CNS photo/Carlos Barria, Reuters
New York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan reads a Scripture passage before U.S. 
President-elect Donald Trump’s swearing-in as the country’s 45th president, 
at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. 

TRUMP,  page 24

In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for women and 
men in consecrated life. This celebration is attached to the Feast of the 

Presentation of the Lord on Feb. 2. This feast is also known as Candlemas 
Day; the day on which candles are blessed symbolizing Christ who is the 
light of the world. So too, those in consecrated life are called to reflect 
the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. The celebration of World Day for 

Consecrated Life is transferred to the following Sunday in order to high-
light the gift of consecrated persons for the whole church.
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Jerusalem

Viewing the work of Catholic Relief Services

Hebron

All photos contributed by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
Bishop Rhoades and Tom Veldman stand outside the Church of the Holy Sepulcre in Jerusalem.

“Hope,” written in graffiti on the wall in front of the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron is a sign, according to Bishop Rhoades, of the people’s 
resolve to endure and move forward despite conflict and strife.

Bishop Rhoades, left, and Bishop Joe 
Vasquez of Austin, right, meet with 
Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzabella, center, 
at the Latin Patriarchate in Jerusalem.

Barbed wire separates a Palestinian neigh-
borhood with destroyed shops from the 
Israeli settlement in Hebron.
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Gaza

@BishopKevinCRhoades

www.todayscatholicnews.org

Look for more about Bishop 
Rhoades’ trip in next week’s issue.

Look for more photos  
on these media platforms.

One of the thousands of homes destroyed by  
bombardments during the 2014 Gaza war.

At left, a family in Gaza stand outside their home, rebuilt 
with Catholic Relief Services funds after being severely 
damaged in the war.

Bishop Rhoades holds Muhamat, one of 36 disabled 
children cared for by the Missionaries of Charity in 
Gaza City.

CRS visitors attend Mass with the priests of Holy Family Parish in Gaza City, together with the Missionaries of Charity and Sisters of the 
Holy Rosary who serve in Gaza.

One of the hundreds of temporary shelters built by CRS for families left homeless by the Gaza war.
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‘9 Days for Life’  
campaign urges 
prayer, action  
to build culture of life
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S. 
bishops’ nationwide “9 Days for 
Life” campaign is “a great way 
to put our faith into action,” said 
Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of 
New York, chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities. 
He made the comments in 
a video posted on a website 
about the Jan. 21-29 campaign, 
www.9daysforlife.com. The site 
offers four ways for participants 
to receive daily prayers, sug-
gested reflections and practical 
actions for the campaign, along 
with links to the free “9 Days for 
Life” smartphone app. “We’re 
praying for a lot of things this 
month, including racial har-
mony, Christian unity and the 
protection of all human life,” 
Cardinal Dolan said in a Jan. 19 
statement inviting Catholics and 
others to take part in “9 Days for 
Life.” He noted that the begin-
ning of the campaign overlapped 
with the annual Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, observed this 
year Jan. 18-25. “As we pray for 
that unity, I invite our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ to join 
in the ‘9 Days for Life’ prayer 
campaign. Together, our prayers 
and actions can witness to the 
dignity of the human person,” 
he said. 

Pope offers prayers for 
Trump as he becomes 
45th U.S. president
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope 
Francis sent best wishes and 
prayers to incoming President 
Donald J. Trump shortly after 
he took the oath of office Jan. 
20. “I offer you my cordial good 
wishes and the assurance of my 
prayers that almighty God will 
grant you wisdom and strength 
in the exercise of your high 
office,” the pope’s message said. 
Saying that the human family 
faces “grave humanitarian cri-
ses” that demand “farsighted and 
united political responses,” the 
pope said he would pray that 
Trump’s decisions “will be guided 
by the rich spiritual and ethi-
cal values that have shaped the 
history of the American people 
and your nation’s commitment 
to the advancement of human 
dignity and freedom worldwide.” 
The pope also said he hoped that 
America’s “stature” continued to 
be measured by “above all its 
concern for the poor, the out-
cast and those in need who, like 
Lazarus, stand before our door.” 
The message concluded with the 
pope saying he would ask God 
to grant the new president, his 
family and all Americans “peace, 
concord and every material and 
spiritual prosperity.” 

NEWS BRIEFS

CNS photo/Mark Wallhiser, EPA

Debris lies in the ruins of a home Jan. 22 after a tornado ripped through Adel, Ga., killing at 
least seven people. The enormous storm system that kicked up tornadoes, shredded homes 
and left other destruction scattered around the Southeast has claimed at least 18 lives after 
a two-day assault on the region. 

Georgia tornado

Pre-K bill would expand school choice access
INDIANAPOLIS 
— A proposal to 
enhance state-
funded prekin-
dergarten for 
at-risk children 
also expands 
school choice 
access. The 
Indiana Catholic 
Conference sup-
ports the legislation. 

The preschool expansion bill, 
authored by Rep. Bob Behning, 
R-Indianapolis, builds upon the 
state’s On My Way Pre-K pilot 
program. The pilot program 
allows income eligible 4-year-
olds access to high-quality pre-
school education in five counties 
— Allen, Jackson, Lake, Marion 
and Vanderburgh. Currently the 
pilot program serves approxi-
mately 2,300 low-income chil-
dren.

Behning, who chairs the 
House Education Committee 
where the bill will be heard 
Jan. 31, said House Bill 1004 
expands the pilot program from 
five counties up to 10 and is 
expected to serve an additional 
2,300 students. “It’s important 
to provide more options for chil-
dren and this bill takes the next 
step in the pilot program,” said 
Behning. “We are going to put 
more money toward preschool. 

The governor is calling for dou-
ble the current level.

 “Another critical aspect of the 
bill is it raises the entry income 
threshold so that more people 
have options to participate,” said 
Behning. The income threshold 
increases from 127 percent of the 
federal poverty level, or $31,500 
for a family of four, to 150 
percent of the free and reduced 
lunch program, or an annual 
income of $67,432 for a fam-
ily of four. Behning said these 
income guidelines sync with the 
K-12 scholarship program. 

Behning said it’s also impor-
tant that the bill has a trigger 
for a K-12 voucher. “If you are a 
recipient of a pre-K voucher, you 
would gain access to kindergar-
ten using a voucher,” he said.

  A family eligible for the K-12 
voucher would have a thresh-
old income of about $44,000, 
explained Behning. “The cost of 
a nonpublic school is anywhere 
from $4,000-$8,000,” said 
Behning. “If a family has two 
kids, a family could be paying 
upwards of $16,000 per year. 
That’s about 30 percent of their 
gross income. 

“I have always been an advo-
cate of school choice beginning 
in kindergarten,” said Behning. 
“The K-12 voucher portion of 
the bill provides a seamless 

transition for children whose 
parents may choose a church or 
religiously-affiliated pre-k option. 
The state won’t force them back 
to the public school setting for 
kindergarten,” he said. “It gives 
parents a choice.”  

Glenn Tebbe, executive direc-
tor of the Indiana Catholic 
Conference, said House Bill 
1004 improves upon the cur-
rent preschool program in that 
increases access to high-quality 
preschool education for more 
children. It increases the income 
eligibility making more families 
eligible. The bill makes those 
children voucher-eligible to go 
into a school of their parent’s 
choice beginning in kindergarten 
including nonpublic or religious-
ly affiliated schools.

 “Typically a kindergarten 
student cannot receive a choice 
scholarship, commonly referred 
to as a voucher, for a nonpublic 
school, but must enter a public 

school first,” said Tebbe. “Under 
this plan, children who qualify 
for a pre-K voucher, because 
their family has a financial need, 
would be eligible for the choice 
scholarship for kindergarten. 
“We support parents’ ability to 
select a school that best suits 
their children’s needs. House Bill 
1004 does that.”

Tebbe added that the school 
choice portion of the bill is expect-
ed to be a bone of contention in 
the pre-K debate. Behning said 
he’s going to fight to keep the 
school choice piece in the bill.

House Bill 1004 permits a 
student, who receives an early 
education grant in the immedi-
ately preceding school year and 
is a member of a household with 
an annual income of not more 
than 200 percent of the amount 
required to qualify for the fed-
eral free or reduced price lunch 
program, to qualify for a choice 
scholarship. This entitles the 
student to receive at least a 50 
percent scholarship of the state 
tuition support amount.

The Early Education Matching 
Grant program, the funding 
mechanism of the On My Way 
preschool pilot program, was 
established by the Indiana 
General Assembly in 2013.  
These grants allow high-quality, 
early child care and education 

programs to apply for match-
ing funds to serve 4-year-old 
children from families whose 
incomes are below federal pov-
erty guidelines. 

According to the state’s 
Family and Social Services 
Administration, the group that 
administers the preschool grants, 
the program grants are awarded 
annually through a competi-
tive process to early education 
programs that meet the certain 
requirements. Participating pro-
grams must also secure match-
ing donations and agree to par-
ticipate in a study to determine 
the impact of the program on 
school readiness. For the 2014-
15 school year, 30 early educa-
tion programs were awarded 
grants to serve low-income 
4-year-olds. FSSA would deter-
mine which counties are added 
to the expansion program.

During his first State of the 
State address Jan. 17, Gov. Eric 
Holcomb called for doubling the 
state funding for prekindergarten 
from $10 million to $20 million 
each year. Rep. Behning said the 
funding piece of the pre-K pro-
gram would be included in the 
budget bill. If passed, House Bill 
1004 takes effect July 1.

INDIANA 
CATHOLIC 
CONFERENCE
BRIGID CURTIS AYERREP. BOB 

BEHNING
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AROUND THE DIOCESE
Loose change makes a big difference

Mad Ants mascot visits Sacred Heart

Speaker series set
SOUTH BEND — St. Jude School 
has organized a school speaker 
series for its seventh- and eighth-
grade students as part of as part 
of the students’ 2016-17 cur-
riculum on the mission of the 
Catholic Church in the world. 
Among the scheduled guests are 
Fred Everett, diocesan director of 
the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development; Gretchen Crowe, 
editor of Our Sunday Visitor; 
Carolyn Woo, former president 
of Catholic Relief Services; Glen 
Tebbe, executive director of the 
Indiana Catholic Conference; Sam 
Lyon and Caleb Kruse, diocesan 
seminarians who will speak about 
vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life; Raquel Falk, who 
will talk about her experience in 
the Catholic Worker Movement; 
Father Fidelis Maria, a Capuchin 
father of the Franciscan Friars 
Minor; and others.

The speakers’ visits began 
in November and will continue 
through May.

Pro-life apologetics 
workshops for youth 
and adults
SOUTH BEND — The Kloska 
family will again offer the popu-
lar Life Defenders Boot Camp, a 
training opportunity for those in 
eighth grade through adulthood 
who would like to develop their 
skills as a voice for the voiceless. 
Participants will learn to intel-
ligently and graciously defend 
the right to life for every human 
being.

Talented presenters from the 
Life Training Institute offer 101, 
201 and 301 level courses for 
youth in eighth grade through 
college. For the first time, the 
Kloskas will also offer a session 
for adults.   

The workshops take place 
Saturday, Feb. 11, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the University of 
Notre Dame’s Geddes Hall. The 
cost is $15, which includes lunch 
and a T-shirt. Grants are avail-
able.

Anyone interested should 
respond by Feb. 6 at www.pro-
lifemichiana.org/bootcamp or 
574.232.LIFE (5433). The work-
shops are hosted by St. Joseph 
County Right to Life and the 
Notre Dame McGrath Institute for 
Church Life.

Lenten retreat dates 
announced
ANGOLA — St. Anthony of Padua 
presents a Lenten Retreat, April 
2-4 from 7-8:30 p.m. in the parish 
hall at 700 W. Maumee St.

Join Carol and Kristen 
Kurivial, a mother-daughter team 
and co-founders of Luminous 
Ministries, as they present their 
three-night mission, “Growing 
Pains: The Demands of Our 
Lenten Journey,” The first night 
covers The Demands of Truth, the 
second The Demands of Courage 
and concludes with The Demands 
of Love. The speakers use drama, 
music, Bible reflections and per-
sonal witness to lead this lenten 
journey.  

Provided by Libby Alberding

Shelbi Zelt’s and Abigail Dyer’s fourth-grade students at St. Joseph School in Decatur col-
lected loose change during Advent to donate to Hope Clinic. All together they collected 
$277.39 to purchase a baby bed, a mattress and two car seats. Their teachers and school 
staff members were very proud of the children’s efforts and their generosity. 

Provided by Amy Arscott

The students of Sacred Heart School, Warsaw, had an excit-
ing visit from the Fort Wayne Mad Ants’ Mascot in January. 
The visit included a presentation about the importance of a 
good education and the history of the Fort Wayne Mad Ants 
Basketball Team. Students in grades three through six will 
attend a Mad Ants game during Catholic Schools’ Week. The 
Sacred Heart Parents’ Home and School Association will 
treat the students to the game and to lunch. The Mad Ants 
gave the students booklets with math and science activities 
that can also be brought to the game.

Theology on Tap winter series begins

The Theology on Tap Winter 
Series begins on Jan. 31 
in the South Bend area. 

Theology on Tap is a Catholic 
speaker series for young adults 
in their 20s and 30s, single and 
married, and is an opportunity to 
share in food, fellowship and faith.

The theme for this series is 
Catholic Adulting: The Struggle 
Is Real. The talks will cover com-
mon challenges that are unique 
to Catholic young adults and 
offer support for overcoming 
them. Everyone is welcome.

This winter the series has 
a new location: the Columbus 
Club, located at 114 W. 1st St. 
in Mishawaka. The evening will 
include an optional dinner buffet: 
dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. and 
the talk usually starts at 7 p.m.

The schedule of topics and 
speakers is as follows:

Tuesday, Jan. 31: God, 
Church and You: Defining the 
Relationship — Fr. Jacob Meyer. 
Father Jacob, pastor of St. 
Monica Church, will discuss the 
crisis of young adults leaving the 
church, how to bring our young 
adult friends back and the chal-
lenges that come with growing 
in faith.

Tuesday, Feb. 7: Dreams and 
Expectations: Are We There Yet? 
– Carolyn Woo. Dr. Woo, former 
CEO of Catholic Relief Services, 
will discuss resolving the tension 
between the expectations of soci-
ety vs. the expectations of Christ, 
how to manage young adult 
goals for the future and how 
prayer works in all of this.

Tuesday, Feb.14: Community: 
You Can’t Do It Alone – Raquel 
Falk. Falk will discuss friend-
ship and loneliness that one may 
encounter as a Catholic young 
adult, how to discover one’s 
gifts and talents as a member of 
the body of Christ and finding 
support in the young adult com-
munity.

Tuesday, Feb. 21: Things I 
Wish I Had Known as a Young 
Adult – Paolo and Susan 
Carozza. The Carozzas, as 
Catholics beyond the young adult 
stage, will discuss lessons they 
learned as young adults that 
current young adults can relate 
to and learn from, as well as 
encouraging words for Catholic 
young adults.

Tuesday, Feb. 28: Mardi Gras: 
Mass and party at St. Monica 
Church, Mishawaka. The series 
conclusion will include Lenten 
games and a raffle.

Visit http://www.diocesefwsb.
org/tot-sb for more informa-
tion, or find the event page on 
Facebook: #TOTSouthBend.

BY EMILY SCHMID

diocesefwsb.org/tot

Catholic Adulting...Catholic Adulting...

...The Struggle is Real...The Struggle is Real

114 W 1st St
Mishawaka

Join us at:

Tuesdays at 6:30pm
Food, Fellowship, & Faith for Young Adults in their 20S and 30S
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Following death of Castro, Pedro Pan refugees recall relocation

They came to Fort Wayne 
just as the Cold War threat-
ened to worsen — dozens 

of teenage Cuban boys, slightly 
bewildered but determined.

The boys were part of 
Operation Pedro Pan, a plan 
engineered by the U.S. govern-
ment, the Catholic Church in 
Miami and parents anxious 
to get their youngsters off the 
island nation after the 1959 
Cuban Revolution. The plan, 
which was terminated abruptly 
after the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
saw about 14,000 adolescent 
boys fly from Havana to Miami, 
eventually being disbursed to 
family members and religious 
organizations in Nebraska, 
Delaware, New Mexico and other 
states, including Indiana.

Most were Catholic, but 
some Protestants and Jews were 
among the exodus. They arrived 
unaccompanied, but a large per-
centage were reunited with fam-
ily members who were already 
here or who came to the U.S. 
later on.

No one seems to recall exactly 
how many of the boys came 
to Fort Wayne or how many 
of them remained in the area. 
There were likely as many as 
three dozen who arrived in the 
Summit City in the early 1960s, 
many of them then traveling to 
Florida or another state that had 
a warmer climate.

The youngsters were close 
during the exodus. And while 
many have lost contact over the 
last half-century, others keep 
in touch. Each of the Pedro Pan 
youngsters has his own story, 

and a few of the boys who first 
came to Fort Wayne were able to 
be located to share some of it.

“They were an energetic 
bunch,” said Mike Serrani, one of 
the housefathers hired to super-
vise the new arrivals. They ini-
tially stayed at St. Vincent’s Villa 
on Wells Street, and later at a 
house in the 1000 block of west 
Wayne Street. “And most became 
quite successful,” he said. 

“We didn’t like winter,” said 
Michael Barnet, who was 15 
when he arrived in the summer 
of 1961, among the initial batch 
of refugees. “But the sisters 
dressed us warmly, and we got 
through it.” 

Language was a problem, 
although some of the youngsters 
had studied English in Cuba. 

Others took classes in grammar 
and usage while awaiting trans-
port to their new homes. “I bare-
ly understood anything,” said 
Barnet. Their hosts used hand 
gestures, he recalled, and some-
times the boys needed things to 
be repeated over and over and 
over. “It was hard, but lots of 
fun” he remembered. “Everybody 
in school was very understand-
ing.”

Frequently on Sundays, the 
new arrivals would spend after-
noons with families who wel-
comed them into their homes. 
Barnet remembered that during 
these visits they learned more 
about the U.S. way of life.

After graduation from high 
school, Barnet took a job at 
Seyferts Potatoes and became an 
interstate truck driver. “I enjoyed 
every minute,” he said. He 
retired after 37 years.

The high school the young 
Cubans attended was Central 

Catholic High School, where they 
were made to feel at home. “At 
first, some had some trouble 
with the language,” remembered 
Steve App, a 1962 graduate. 
“But they were welcomed with 
open arms.”

Following their studies at 
Central Catholic, Ledo studied 
accounting for several years at 
what would eventually become 
IUPUI. He then enjoyed a career 
in the wire industry. Now retired, 
he and wife Sharon enjoy spend-
ing time with their children and 
grandchildren. “I get urge to 
return (to Cuba) once in a while,” 
he said, “but I never have.”

Joaquin “Jack” Hernandez, 
another refugee who landed in 
Fort Wayne, graduated from 
Indiana Tech with a degree in 
mechanical engineering before 
becoming a supervisor at 
Navistar. He remembered that 
while most people were receptive 
of him and the other Cubans, 
others weren’t. “I can’t say it 
was discrimination,” he said, 
“but they weren’t particularly 
friendly. We just avoided them.”

One of the teen refugees 
who relocated from Fort Wayne 
to Florida was Felipe de Jesus 
Estevez who became bishop of 
the Diocese of St. Augustine. 

Benet, Ledo and Hernandez, 
all of whom are now U.S. citi-
zens, said they are grateful to 
Fort Wayne and the residents 
who welcomed them. The nuns, 
priests, parishioners and ordi-
nary people helped their transi-
tion to new lives possible, even 
adventurous and enjoyable, they 
agreed.

The trio has mixed feel-
ings about efforts to normalize 
relations with their homeland 
since the death of Fidel Castro. 
“They’re a good idea,” said 
Hernandez, “as long as it’s tied 
to improving human rights and 
giving ordinary citizens more of 
a voice in their government.”

Ledo is more skeptical. “I 
don’t know that it will make a 
difference,” he said. “But I hope 
so.”

BY PATRICK MURPHY
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260-222-7401 
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Provided by Jack Hernandez 
Among the dozens of minors who were flown to Fort Wayne during the Pedro 
Pan operation of 1959-61 were Jack Hernandez, center, and Michael Barnet, 
right. Both young men attended Catholic high school and then married, 
began working and settled in Fort Wayne. 

Jack, originally Joaquin, Hernandez 
and his wife, Carol, pose during a 
recent vacation. Jack was among the 
wave of young, unaccompanied Cuban 
refugees who arrived in the U.S. dur-
ing a two-year period following the 
1959 Cuban Revolution.

Fr. Jason Freiburger Fr. Chris Lapp
Pastor 
St. Thomas the Apostle
Fort Wayne Spiritual Host

Pastor 
St. Joseph , Mishawaka
South Bend Spiritual Host

To learn more about Israel, join us in

MISHAWAKA
Tuesday, February 7 • 6-7 pm, St. Joseph

In school cafeteria, enter through Third St.

RSVPs are appreciated by e-mailing: travel@
RedeemerRadio.com  

or calling Tina at 260-436-2482

Book Now & 

Save $100 
per person

ISRAEL:  
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

September 11–19, 2017

For more information contact  Tina Schneider • 260.436.2482 
travel@redeemerradio.com • www.RedeemerRadio.com/travel
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Catholic schools: Transforming students 
in heart and mind

The theme for Catholic Schools 
Week 2017 — “Catholic Schools: 
Communities of Faith, Knowledge and 

Service” — encompasses several concepts at 
the heart of Catholic education. Our schools 
are not only communities themselves but 
also a part of the larger communities of 
home, church, diocese, city and nation. Faith, 
knowledge and service are integral compo-
nents of a Catholic education, which has as 
its core aim to build up the body of Christ.

“Our Catholic schools exist to call our 
children and young people to greatness, this 
greatness of soul, to use their God-given 
gifts to do what is great in God’s eyes — to 
serve, to help, to give and build up the body 
of Christ,” Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades said in 
2014.

True and faithful Catholic education is 
necessary today given the many crises of val-
ues in our country and world. While a secu-
lar education takes into consideration only 
life in this world, we know we are destined 
for so much more; we are destined for eternal 
life and eternal happiness.

“We need Catholic schools that build on 
solid values — values that renew the face 
of the earth. We need Catholic schools that 
situate us within the full truth of our exis-
tence and prepare us for beatitude in the 
eternal dimension. We need schools that 
concern themselves with forming humanly 
and spiritually mature persons, discerning 
people who want, and who are able, to use 
what they have learned only for good,” said 
Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski, prefect of the 
Congregation for Catholic Education, in 2015. 
And, as stated by Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI, a good Catholic school should help all 
of its students toward the goal of becoming 
saints.

For 38 years I have had the privilege to 
serve in the life-giving and joy-filled ministry 
of Catholic education. Like many other teach-
ers and administrators, I made a conscious 
decision to devote my career to Catholic edu-
cation.

As Catholic educators, we know we are 
truly blessed to serve in a ministry that 
shares with parents the formation and trans-
formation of the hearts and minds of young 
people. We also recognize that we, in turn, 
are formed and transformed by our experi-
ences with students, colleagues and the com-
munities of which we are a part. Each person 

we encounter teaches us something about 
ourselves and what it truly means to serve 
God, the church and one another. We recog-
nize our call each day to be the face of Jesus 
to all we meet.

What are some of the ways that demon-
strate our students being formed and trans-
formed in heart and mind, and set on their 
path to heaven? Students tell us and show 
us daily, as evidenced by the following wit-
ness:

• “The daily prayer that is offered at my 
high school during the school day and in the 
classrooms has helped me grow spiritually; 
sharing it with other students has been a 
beautiful experience that I will take with me 
to college.”

• One student’s school “has been a great 
gift from God in my life! My school has 
helped me grow as a person in my faith, and 
I know my life will be amazing because I had 
this opportunity to attend a great Catholic 
school.”

• When asked, “To whom do you go when 
you are in trouble?” a high-school senior 
replies, “I take my concerns to confession 
and talk it out.”

• A classroom of 6-year-old first-graders 
stops at 12:15 p.m. daily to recite the 
Angelus perfectly from memory.

• A second-grader describes how his fam-
ily takes food to the poor “because they have 
nothing to eat.”

• While making the sign of the cross, a 
first-grader suddenly realizes that the crucifix 
represents Jesus being nailed to the cross. “I 
don’t want Jesus to be hurt,” she says with 
tears in her eyes.

• Many students freely, and without res-
ervation, elect to join the Catholic Church 
and be baptized and confirmed by Bishop 
Rhoades during his annual high school vis-
its.

• Throughout the diocese, many students 
are involved in pro-life activities, Catholic 
Relief Services, community outreach and ser-
vice to the poor and elderly.

• A high school graduate gives up an 
all-expenses-paid vacation and instead pays 
his own way on a 10-day mission trip to 
Honduras.

• When asked what he most appreciates 
about his Catholic school, a high school stu-
dent shares comments both touching and 
powerful: “The teachers are all amazing, but 
especially the theology teachers. My faith has 
really been awakened, and I find myself fall-
ing more and more in love with Jesus every 

day. Yes, I will be prepared for college, but 
the deepening of my faith is the greatest gift 
of my Catholic education.”

There can be no doubt that our Catholic 
schools are serving as places for the forma-
tion of authentic Catholics with unshakable 
faith who are growing to become courageous 
builders of a better world on their path to 
heaven.

We ask all our parish communities to 
pray daily for the continued mission of our 
schools. Especially during Catholic Schools 
Week, please pray for teachers and staff 
members who daily witness and proclaim 
the Gospel to our students. These men and 
women truly are, in the words of St. John 
Paul II, “great gifts to the church.” Pray also 
for our predecessors, priests and laypeople 
who established the firm foundation of 
Catholic schools in our diocese. What a tre-
mendous treasure they have given us!

Inspired by their example, may we contin-
ue to strive for greatness in all areas of our 
Catholic schools, making them the best they 
can be, with everything aimed at building up 
the body of Christ. 

BY MARSHA JORDAN

Marsha Jordan is the superintendent of  
Catholic schools for the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend. 

MARSHA JORDAN

January 29-February 4
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Bishop D’Arcy Catholic Education 
Jubilee Fund awards tuition assistance

Eighteen Catholic elemen-
tary schools in the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-

South Bend are being awarded 
tuition assistance of $500 
per student, for a total of 36 
students, for the school year 
2016-17 from The Bishop 
D’Arcy Catholic Education 
Jubilee Fund. Nine recipients 
are Fort Wayne-area elementa-
ry schools and nine are South 
Bend-area schools. 

The Bishop D’Arcy Catholic 
Education Jubilee Fund is a 
restricted endowment fund 
within the Catholic Community 
Foundation of Northeast 
Indiana. Bishop John M. D’Arcy 
established the fund in 2007 
with gifts from the 50th anni-
versary of his priesthood, from 
memorials of his late sister, 
Mary Caprio, and from other 
special donations. The purpose 
of the fund is to grant tuition 
assistance to Catholic students 
in Catholic elementary schools 
in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend. 

Schools that have one or 
more students receiving an 
award for school year 2016-17 
are as follows.

• Fort Wayne area: St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, St. John 
the Baptist, St. Vincent de 
Paul, Most Precious Blood, 
Queen of Angels, St. Charles 
Borromeo, St. Joseph-Hessen 
Cassel and St. Therese, all in 
Fort Wayne; and St. Aloysius, 
Yoder. 

• South Bend area: 
St. Matthew Cathedral, 

Corpus Christi, Holy Family 
and St. Jude, all in South 
Bend; Mishawaka Catholic, 
Mishawaka; Queen of Peace, 
Mishawaka; St. John the 
Evangelist, Goshen; St. 
Thomas the Apostle, Elkhart; 
and St. Vincent de Paul, 
Elkhart.

The fund makes distribu-
tions each year based on an 
annual payout of 6 percent of 
the value of the fund on June 
30. Recipients are awarded 
financial assistance based 
on need by a committee that 
consists of Deacon James 
Fitzpatrick, Chief Financial 
Officer Joseph Ryan and 
Superintendent of Catholic 
Schools Marsha Jordan.

Bishop D’Arcy celebrated 

50 years as a priest on Feb. 2, 
2007. He contributed gifts that 
he received from the golden 
jubilee of his priesthood to cre-
ate the Bishop D’Arcy Catholic 
Education Jubilee Fund. In 
addition, when his sister, Mary 
Caprio, died in September 
2007, Bishop D’Arcy requested 
that memorials be given to 
this fund. Moreover, a special 
gift from a family foundation 
was contributed to the Bishop 
D’Arcy Catholic Education 
Jubilee Fund in May 2008. The 
total value of the fund was 
approximately $259,277 as of 
June 30, 2016. 

The committee sent letters 
and tuition assistance appli-
cation forms in October to 
principals and pastors of all 
Catholic elementary schools 
in the diocese, inviting them 
to recommend a student from 
the school who qualified for 
tuition assistance based on 
financial need. Also, the com-
mittee requested a written 
essay of not more than 100 
words from each student who 
applied, titled “Why Catholic 
Education is Important to Me.”  

For each student who is 
granted an award, it will be for 
one time and is nonrenewable.

Those who would like to 
make a current gift of cash or 
stock or a planned gift such as 
a will bequest to the Bishop 
D’Arcy Catholic Education 
Jubilee Fund, may contact 
Ryan at (260) 422-4611or 
jryan@diocesefwsb.org.

St. John the Evangelist parishioner 
receives student grant

Provided by Sister Colleen Bauer

The Independent College of Indiana’s “Realizing the Dream” 
grant was recently awarded to Caroline Blue, a parishioner 
of St. John the Evangelist Church in Goshen. She attends 
Saint Mary’s College in South Bend. Blue, right, received 
$2,500 to help with college expenses. Sister Colleen Bauer, 
SSND, left, was named Blue’s most influential teacher and 
received $1,000 for professional development. Sister Bauer 
taught Blue in the second grade.

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY
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Excellence In Education  
Enriched by Diversity  
Strengthened by Faith

Open House
Sunday, January 29 • 11:30am - 1:30pm 

School Choice Voucher Approved

1020 Wilber St. South Bend
www.holycrosscrusaders.org

To schedule a tour or for further 
information, please contact the school 

at 7 234-3422

St. John the Baptist
Catholic School

3616 St. Johns Way • South Bend, IN 46628
574-232-9849

|
Welcoming Current and New Families to Our Open House

State Choice Scholarships Available
Small Family Atmosphere
Pre-School to 8th Grade

After School Program
Full Day Pre-School
Hot Lunch Program

I.C.C.L. Athletics

“Where Christ is the center of every classroom!”
Visit us at stjohnsb.com

 

Sunday January 29th, 2017 10 AM – 12 PM 

St. Vincent Catholic School 
1720 E Wallen Rd. 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825 
260-489-3537 

www.saintv.org/school 

Daily Faith Formation  

Caring and Dedicated Staff 

Individualized Learning 

Challenging Academics 

Technology Integration 

Tour our 
campus  

Register 
your child  

Indiana 
Grade “A” 

School  

Discover 
Saint 

Vincent’s  

Building  faith, character, and excellence.

Join Us at Our Open House
Sunday, January 29, 1–3 p.m.

Now enrolling preschool through eighth grade  
574-272-4935    StPiusCatholicSchool.net    Granger, Indiana   

• rades re      orning osary and ass  
• hallenging cademic n ironment  Smart oards in e ery classroom
• usic, erforming rts and thletic rograms   hoir grades  

• re   indergarten ound p  hursday, Fe  ,   

 Lo er untington oa , ort a ne,    
Phone   sttheresef org

or more information, contact iss eanette ono an, 
rinci al, b  hone, or email at ono an sttheresef org

Saint Therese
School Every Child Wins

Here at Corpus Christi, we truly are about Faith. 
Academics. Service. We continuously strive to 
bring the best to our students and our families. In 
doing so, we hope to realize the God-given talents 
within each student and to help each child strive to 
meet individual goals of  excellence.

We are proud of  our achievements, both as a  
school and a parish, and it shows: 

• Challenging academics for students; continuing  
education and development for teachers is a priority

• Drama club, art club, quiz bowl, integrated  
technology and other student oriented programs

• Prekindergarten through 8th grade

• After school care program

• Outstanding varsity, JV and intramural  
athletic program

2817 Corpus Christi Dr. | South Bend, IN 46628 574.272.9868 | corpuschristisb.org

BE OUR GUEST
Open House 
Sunday, January 29 • 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Pizza Party 
Saturday, February 4 •  after 5:00 p.m. Mass

A school of excellence.  
A community of faith.

BE OUR GUESTBE OUR GUEST
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Destination Imagination teaches teamwork, problem solving

Destination Imagination 
is an international orga-
nization that encourages 

student use of problem-solving 
skills in a competitive environ-
ment. Students in first grade 
through university level are 
encouraged to participate.

In September of each year, 
Destination Imagination releases 
five problem-solving challenges 
for the year. Each challenge 
pertains to one of five areas 
of focus: science, technology, 
engineering, fine arts or impro-
visational. Teams of up to seven 
students form by the first part 
of October to address one of the 
challenges, supervised by par-
ents who serve as team manag-
ers.

The students on a team must 
collectively decide which one of 
the five challenges they want 
to solve. Whatever challenge 
is decided upon becomes the 

team’s “Main Challenge” for 
competition later in the school 
year. 

The students work together 
in the months that follow. They 
do all of the work, such as 
developing a skit and making 
costumes if the chosen chal-
lenge pertains to the performing 
arts. The team managers pro-
vide guidance if, for example, 
the students need to know how 
to operate a sewing machine or 
power tool for their skit.

In addition to the Main 
Challenge, students face an 
“Instant Challenge” when they 
arrive at competition. The 
Instant Challenge is worth 
25 percent of the team’s final 
score. It requires a team to enter 
a room in which they’ll find 
miscellaneous supplies such 
as straws, cups and paper. The 
team members are given a ran-
dom challenge from one of the 
categories and four to five min-
utes to develop a plan to resolve 
the challenge, followed by two 

minutes to complete it. They 
learn to think outside the box, 
solve problems, work as a team 
and think on their feet through 
these tasks. During the Instant 
Challenge time, team managers 
are not allowed to speak, make 
gestures or assist in any way. 
They do, however, introduce 
concepts (such as, for example, 
the fact that paper is made 
stronger when it is folded) dur-
ing their meetings throughout 
the school year, in order to pre-
pare the students for this part of 
the competition.

Destination Imagination 
International holds a regional, 
state, and global competition 
each year. The regional com-
petition is held at the end of 
February. For the purpose of 
regional competition, the state 
of Indiana is divided into groups 
of schools in the northern 
half of the state and schools 
from Indianapolis south to the 
Indiana-Kentucky state line. The 
top two teams from the respec-
tive age groups within each 
Main Challenge advance to the 
state competition in April, and 
the global competition the week 
before Memorial Day.

At the global competition 
students and team managers 
stay Tuesday through Sunday 
at the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville campus. There are 
17 countries and 45 states 
represented at the global com-
petition. During the application 
for global competition, if they 
are selected to be paired with a 
buddy team, students take small 
gifts representative of their city 
or country to exchange with 
those students. 

During the day students pre-

pare for competition, compete 
or watch others compete. The 
teams also design and exchange 
pins with other teams in order 
to develop communication 
skills. They are encouraged to 
ask each other questions dur-
ing the pin exchange, such 
as, “What challenge are you 
doing?” and “Where are you 
from?” Many evening activi-
ties and entertainment options 
are planned for the students 
as well, including opening and 
closing ceremonies.

Students from St. John the 
Baptist School, New Haven, 
have represented the Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend and the 
Fort Wayne area at global com-
petition during three of the last 
four years, and eight or nine 
of the 17 years the Destination 
Imagination Challenge Program 
has been in existence. Linda 
Shepherd and Lisa Litchfield 
have acted as the school’s 
team managers for Destination 
Imagination teams for all of the 
17 years. 

 “I think Destination 
Imagination is very valuable,” 
said Litchfield. “It definitely pre-
pares students for future college 
and job interviews, and any type 
of life situations involving team-
work and communication.”

Students who do not attend 
St. John the Baptist School 
may still join its Destination 
Imagination teams. Anyone 
interested in becoming involved 
in Destination Imagination, or 
individuals wanting to make a 
donation to offset the cost of 
travel to competitions, may con-
tact St. John the Baptist Parish 
office at 260-493-4553.

St. Matthew’s Cathedral School

Celebrating Catholic Schools

1015 E. Dayton St. South Bend | 574-289-4535
Principal Sister Gianna Marie  

admissions@stmatthewcathedral.org

JOIN US FOR OUR 
OPEN HOUSE!

Sunday, January 29
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

BY DEB WAGNER

Provided by St. John the Baptist School
Students at St. John the Baptist School in New Haven perform for the 2016 
Destination Imagination Main Challenge in the performing arts category. 
The international Destination Imagination organization encourages student 
use of problem-solving skills in a competitive environment.

St. Bavo Primary Campus 
(PreSchool - 2nd)

524 West 8th Street
Mishawaka, Indiana 46544

St. Joseph Intermediate Campus 
(3rd - 5th)

230 South Spring Street
Mishawaka, Indiana 46544

St. Monica Middle School Campus
(6th - 8th)

223 West Grove Street
Mishawaka, Indiana 46545

Sunday, January 29th
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

All Campus sites will be open for visitors and families

SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

s
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St. Joseph
Hessen Cassel

School
Grades Pre-K through 8

“Learning
for Life and

Living the Faith”

•Strong atholic entered cademics

•Small lass Si es

•  out of  score on greatschools org

• fter School rogram

• ccepts Indiana School hoice Scholarships

•Half day or full day re School

•Integrated echnology  computer classes

• thletics, rama, hoir, rt  ands 
 For more information  call:

Mrs. Rose Worman, Principal
(260) 639-3580

 S H y  S, Fort ayne  
st oehc org

School  H S   Sunday, anuary ,   am pm

Diocesan high schools demonstrate leadership  
in CRS Global High School Program

During Catholic Schools 
Week, time is taken to 
remember the lessons 

taught by Christ the Teacher. 
His teaching was based in faith 
and compassion. Today, schools 
in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend aim for these same 
ideals: They teach the faith 
and form compassionate young 
people who will live the Gospel. 
Catholic Relief Services partners 
with diocesan high schools to 
enhance this mission. 

A familiar acronym at Catholic 
Relief Services is PLAG. In its 
mission of global solidarity, CRS 
is called to pray, learn, act and 
give in solidarity with the global 
poor. Most of the time, individu-
als think of giving first. They 
think of how much they have 
and how much the poor lack, 
and reach into their pockets to 
give what they can. While mone-
tary support is very important to 
any mission that helps the poor, 
praying for the people in the 
situation, learning about their 
lives and acting to help change 
their situations, is vital. It is only 
in entering into their lives, even 
in a simple way, that others are 
able to come into solidarity with 
them. Their dignity and worth 
are recognized when others see 
how alike all people really are, 
and that we are all members of 
one human family.

The United States Operations 
side of CRS takes the message of 
global solidarity to the Catholic 

Church in the U.S. in various 
ways. The most familiar is CRS 
Rice Bowl, the Lenten enrich-
ment experience for individuals 
and families. There are currently 
85 parishes, schools and uni-
versity offices across the diocese 
that will participate in CRS Rice 

Bowl for Lent this year. CRS Rice 
Bowl helps family, parish and 
school communities connect with 
their brothers and sisters all over 
the world through prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving. Did you know 
that CRS also has a program spe-
cifically for high schools?

All four diocesan high schools 
— Bishop Dwenger, Bishop 
Luers, Marian and Saint Joseph 
— are participating in the CRS 
Global High School Program. The 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend was the first diocese in 
the U.S. to have all of its high 
schools engaged in GHS.

According to CRS, a global 
high school “works collaborative-
ly with Catholic Relief Services 
to form internationally aware 
and globally responsive students 
who live their Catholic faith in 
solidarity with their brothers 
and sisters around the world.” 
What does this partnership mean 
for our high schools? It means 
ready access to CRS resources 
that help educate the school 
community in Catholic social 

teaching. Teachers can par-
ticipate in the GHS forums that 
allow them to share lesson plan 
ideas with one another between 
schools, and because there are 
global high schools through-
out the United States. Catholic 
identity is enhanced within the 
participant schools. Faith comes 
alive in the schools as students, 
faculty and staff advocate for 
global solidarity. The schools can 
also celebrate and enhance their 
individual charisms through the 
incorporation of Catholic social 
teaching through the CRS Global 
High School program.

All Global High Schools par-
ticipate in CRS Rice Bowl and 
at least one more core program 
such as Foodfast, Ethical Trade, 
Advocacy or Global Emergency 
Response. CRS Foodfast is a 
hunger-awareness experience in 
which, through fasting, prayer, 
art and other activities, students 
enter into an experience of hun-
ger to be in solidarity with their 
hungry brothers and sisters 
around the world and discover 
how they might become involved 
in eliminating hunger. Through 
CRS Ethical Trade, formerly CRS 
Fair Trade, school communities 
can host fair-trade sales and 
pray for and learn about the arti-
sans and growers who have pro-
duced the products in the sale. 

For high schools that want 
to engage in advocacy regard-
ing global issues, CRS provides 
an advocacy toolkit that allows 
the school community to exam-
ine the legislative process and 
engage in advocacy for global 
concerns shaped by CRS through 
the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. Participants 
can write letters, make phone 
calls and make visits to mem-
bers of Congress to advocate for 
those who cannot advocate for 
themselves. And when global 
emergencies occur, school com-
munities can pray, learn, act and 
give to help those in need. CRS  

BY MELISSA WHEELER

Spiritual and Moral Growth
Academic and Physical Excellence

Social Maturity

 1311 South Logan Street, Mishawaka, IN 46544   | www.marianhs.org  | 574.259.5257 
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As a Catholic community, Marian values the sanctity and 
individuality of each student and strives to live the example 
of Jesus Christ as teacher and servant.

Provided by Melissa Wheeler
The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend was the first in the U.S. to have all of its high schools engage in Catholic 
Relief Services’ Global High School Program, in which schools work collaboratively to form internationally aware and 
globally responsive students who live their faith in solidarity with their brothers and sisters around the world. The 
relationship also provides opportunities for school staff members to travel to locations where CRS is at work. Melissa 
Wheeler, at far left in the front row, and Bishop Dwenger High School Principal Jason Schiffli, behind her, are pic-
tured with CRS’ Ghana staff, staff members from Baltimore and other high school teachers and principals from Global 
High Schools around the U.S. during a trip to Ghana in 2014. 

CRS, page 14
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We are called to Aim Higher! 

We invite you to discover the opportunities that await your child! 
Kindergarten Reception 

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 • 6:30 – 7:45PM 

Open House Times 
Wednesday, February 1, 2017 • 9AM-2PM 

Saturday & Sunday, February 4 & 5th after Masses 

Middle School Reception 
Wednesday, February 22, 2017 • 7:00 - 8:30PM 

Parents & students welcome! 

Building exceptional students • confident individuals • strong values & spiritual lives 

Give us a call with questions or to set up a private tour (260) 432-4001 or email us at                  
info@seascsfw.org. 

Academic excellence is combined with a daily focus on our Catholic faith, 
values and a Christ-centered education. 

There are no tours after the Sunday 4:30pm Mass 

Building Christ’s Kingdom through Worship, Academics, and Service

52473 State Route 933
South Bend, IN 46637

(574) 272-3922
school.christthekingonline.com

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, January 29, 2017
11:30 am - 2:00 pm

•  scored in the top 4% of all Indiana schools
    on the ISTEP+ tests
       
•  received an “A” on the Indiana state
    grading scale
   
•  has an aide present at all times in each
    primary classroom

•  has three resource sta� members who work
    solely with children who have individual
    learning needs

•  alumni made up 30% of St. Joseph High
    School’s Top Scholars last year

•  has a full Mac Lab with multiple sets of
    iPads for individual classroom use

•  has a Full Time Nurse (8a-3p)

•  has Pre-Kindergarten (Full and Half Day)

•  has All-Day Kindergarten

•  has an After-School Care Program

•  o�ers extracurricular activites ranging from
    Robotics to Student Government to Drama
    Club

•  o�ers students the chance to participate in
   12 ICCL sports

DID YOU KNOW CHRIST THE KING...?

The Equal Employment Opportunity Policy of the University of Saint Francis is to provide a 
fair and equal employment opportunity for all associates and job applicants regardless of age, 
race, creed, national origin, gender, disability, genetics or veteran status.

260-399-8000  �   sf.edu

SHARE YOUR GIFTS
Open Positions at USF:

• Welcome Center Receptionist
• Data and Reporting Specialist
• Nursing Faculty
• Data Entry Technician 

St. Bernard Catholic School
PRE-K through GRADE 6

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Live in or near Wabash County? Give 
your child an A+ Catholic education 

at St. Bernard Catholic School. 
CHOICE SCHOLARSHIPS ACCEPTED

191 North Cass • Wabash • 260-563-5746
Congratulations to Angela Zumbaugh, Light of Learning teacher! 

provides schools with prayer 
intercessions for mass, class-
room prayers specific to the 
emergency and prayer services, 
among other resources, that will 
allow the school to come into 
relationship with those who are 
suffering.

High schools in the Diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend have 
this opportunity for mutual sup-
port with Catholic Relief Services 
due to the strong leadership 

of Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, a 
member of the board of direc-
tors of Catholic Relief Services. 
Bishop’s commitment to Catholic 
social teaching and global soli-
darity has served as an example 
for all four school communities. 
He has traveled twice with CRS 
to see its programming for the 
global poor. 

Teachers at Global High 
Schools also have the opportu-
nity to travel with CRS. Most 
recently, Laura LaMaster, a 
teacher at Bishop Dwenger in 
Fort Wayne, traveled with CRS to 
Uganda and is now able to share 
that experience with the whole of 
the Bishop Dwenger community.

Continued from Page 13

CRS
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Bishop Luers High School

www.bishopluers.org Chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi 
artwork by James Langley333 E. Paulding Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46816 • 260-456-1261

Bishop Luers High School is a Catholic educational community that  
instills in each student dignity, integrity, respect and responsibility 

“We Are The Light of The World”

Two high schools learn ethics, entrepreneurship  
in business-based class

A group of students from 
Saint Joseph High School 
in South Bend and Marian 

High School in Mishawaka are 
getting hands-on entrepreneur-
ial experience. The students 
are part of St. Joe CEO, the St. 
Joseph County chapter of the 
national program Creating 
Entrepreneurial Opportunities, 
which seeks to educate young 
minds on sustainable, innovative 
and applicable business practices 
through concepts such as sup-
ply and demand, competitive 
analysis, emotional intelligence, 
financials, marketing and overall 
product development.

During the year-long program, 
all 34 St. Joe CEO students work 
together as a team to create a 
platform for raising seed money 
for their own individual busi-
nesses. Though they function as 
a single unit, they are also broken 
down into separate subteams 
assigned to various concentra-
tions, much like an actual busi-
ness model. For example, one 
handful of students are assigned 
to oversee the financing for the 
fundraising, another group man-
ages the marketing, etc. 

This is how Start Up the City 
was developed — a ticketed 
event that will showcase vari-
ous entrepreneurs, including the 
students themselves, who will 
compete the evening of the event 
for an opportunity to pitch their 
business ideas to local investors. 
The winners of the pitch com-
petition pool will receive invest-
ment money. 

Open to the public, Start Up 
the City takes place at 5:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 2, with the 
venue to be determined in the 
coming weeks. The students’ 
mission statement for the event 
reads: “We want to highlight and 
educate the community about 

local technology and entrepre-
neurship in St. Joe County and 
to raise awareness for up-and-
coming ideas in our area.”

The St. Joe chapter of CEO 
pulls from both public and 
private high schools in the 
area. There are 19 students 
representing the local Catholic 
high schools. These students 
are Michael Cataldo, Marielle 
Corbett, Jack Deputy, Anna 
Garatoni, Adam Cseh, Madeleine 
McTigue, Emily Sharp, Robert 
Sink, Victoria Gomez and 
Annalise Hernandez, Marian 
High School seniors; and Sorin 
Horvath, Meghan Raster, Abby 
O’Connor, Brian Tyler, Nicole 
Nemeth, Michael Anthony, Grant 
Gillis, Max Manta and Louie 
Nanni, Saint Joseph High School 
seniors.

“My favorite part of the class 
is connecting with local, success-
ful business leaders in the area 
and not only learning business 
lessons from them, but also life 
lessons,” Horvath said. In the 
class, the students learn how to 
integrate ethics, integrity and 
morals with entrepreneurial busi-
ness practices. Sometimes this is 
taught through guest speakers.

“… in the long run, if you 
treat others with care and you 
have … a set of moral values 
that you and your team follow, 
you’ll end up succeeding,” Nanni 
explained, describing the main 
message of University of Notre 
Dame men’s lacrosse head coach 
Kevin Corrigan, during a talk he 
gave to the class.

“My faith has formed me as 
a future business leader in the 
fact that when I make business-
oriented decisions, I am guided 
by my Catholic values,” McTigue 
said.

Adam Kronk, head of La 
Lumiere School, was another 
guest speaker who touched on 
the importance of channeling 

moral values through business 
practices. “He talked to us a lot 
about what it means to choose 
an ethical business when you’re 
looking for someone to work for 
and what it means to choose 
someone who follows your val-
ues, who has the same upstand-
ing morals as you,” McTigue 
said.

Many of the members of 
the Start Up the City team are 
interested in pursuing a career 
in some sort of area of business 
later on. “In the future, I want to 
own my own business,” Corbett 
said. O’Connor is looking to do 
something in sports marketing 
or management — something 
at the intersection of the sports 
world and business. 

For these students, their cor-
porate dreams are grounded in 
ethics. McTigue hopes to one 
day work for a company that 
conforms to his ethics and aligns 
with his moral values, and 
Horvath just knows he wants to 
help people in the future — “as 
many people as I can, because I 
feel like that will have a ripple 
effect and those people then help 
other people,” he explained.

Iris Hammel, one of the 

facilitators of St. Joe CEO, works 
with the students on a day-to-
day basis. Hammel and other 
members of the leadership team 
select the speakers and busi-
nesses that the students interact 
with in order to ensure that the 
students gain a comprehensive 
understanding of how to be a 
true business leader. “We are 
extremely selective in the busi-
nesses we tour and the speakers 
we have come into class. It is 
imperative for the health of our 
program and the transformation 
we want to see in our students 
that we connect them with ethi-
cal business leaders and men-
tors,” she said. “They quickly 
learn that while making a profit 
is important, it is more impor-
tant to be ethical and work for a 
greater purpose.”

For Hammel, the job is one 
that reaps short-term and long-
term rewards.

“Watching students grow and 
go outside of their comfort zones 
to become entrepreneurs of their 
lives is what I live for in the 
day-to-day, but the true reward 
is when I get a call out of the 
blue from last year’s students 
excited to share about an oppor-

tunity they have because of what 
they have applied and learned 
through CEO or asking me to be 
on an advisory board for a new 
startup they are working on,” 
she said. “The return on invest-
ment is a long-term game and I 
absolutely love it.”

Notre Dame student Catherine 
“Cat” Edmonds completed the 
St. Joe CEO program during 
her senior year at St. Joseph 
High School. This year, she has 
teamed up with Hammel and the 
program’s leadership team to 
help current high school students 
learn about business and entre-
preneurship.

“Through CEO you learn how 
to make ethical business deci-
sions and these translate into the 
students’ daily lives,” she said.

For Edmonds, the program 
was transformative and ulti-
mately led her to attend Notre 
Dame in order to study business. 
“CEO changed my life complete-
ly,” she said.

St. Joe CEO is accepting appli-
cations for next year’s class, 
through Feb. 28. Those inter-
ested in applying can visit www.
stjoeceo.org for more informa-
tion.

A Nat iona l  B lue  R ibbon  Schoo l  o f  Exce l l enceA Nat iona l  B lue  R ibbon  Schoo l  o f  Exce l l enceA Nat iona l  B lue  R ibbon  Schoo l  o f  Exce l l enceA Nat iona l  B lue  R ibbon  Schoo l  o f  Exce l l enceA Nat iona l  B lue  R ibbon  Schoo l  o f  Exce l l ence
216 NORTH HILL STREET  ·  SOUTH BEND, INDIANA

PRESCHOOL & K-8 
OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 29 
11:00am - 1:30pm

SAINT JOSEPH GRADE SCHOOL

WWW.STJOSEPHGRADESCHOOL.COM

574-234-0451

SAINT JOSEPH PRESCHOOL

WWW.STJOEPARISH.COM/PRESCHOOL

574-234-3318

“�e mind will not be cultivated at 
the expense of the heart. While we 
prepare useful citizens for society, 
we shall likewise do our utmost to 
prepare citizens for heaven.”

Blessed Basil Moreau 
Founder of the Congregation of Holy Cross

EDUCATING HEARTS AND MINDS IN THE HOLY CROSS TRADITION SINCE 1854

Claire Kenney
A group of St. Joseph High School students collaborate on their Start Up the City project during a class session.

BY CLAIRE KENNEY
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OPEN HOUSE
 SUNDAY JANUARY 29, 2017   1:00 -2:30 pm

At the open house, you will hear about our:

Strong faith foundation
Commitment to prayer and service
Dedication to academic excellence 

Opportunities for extra-curricular activities
Computer labs / Technology in the classrooms

Devoted educators and staff    Preschool-Grade 8

Christ.  Compassion.  Character.

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC SCHOOL
1331 N. MAIN ST. ELKHART     CALL 264-4855

     FOSTERING ACADEM
ICS AND FAITH

1114 South Main St,. Elkhart, IN 46516 
(574) 293-8451 | www.svcelkhart.org

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School

Glorifying God through 
engaged education 
and development of 

responsibility with an 
emphasis on 

spiritual growth

-EDUCATION-

-RESPONSIBILITY-

-SPIRITUAL GROWTH-

SERVING GOSHEN &
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

Engaging hearts and minds
for a brighter future

through Catholic education
TO LEARN MORE, CALL 574.533.9480

Mattie Willerton, Principal
Bienvenido a nuestra escuela

WELCOMING PRE-K (AGE 3)
THROUGH 5th GRADE

With Christ as our center, we work together to 

Empower the Mind and Enrich the Spirit. 

 

  See who we are – 1529 Barthold Street, Fort Wayne 

                      Learn what we do – www.preciousblood.org         

Full Day Preschool for 3 and 4-Year Olds 

Specialty Courses Offered 

Homemade Hot Lunches 

Financial Assistance Available  

Most Precious Blood School 
 

Diocesan schools lay groundwork 
for increase in vocations

Currently, 29 young men and 
women with roots in the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 

Bend have accepted their calling 
to do God’s work. This includes 
three young women who are 
postulants for the Sisters of St. 
Francis of Perpetual Adoration 
in Mishawaka, three young men 
who are in temporarily professed 
in the Congregation of Holy Cross 
and 23 young men who are in 
seminary studies with the dio-
cese. “This is a great testament 
to their parents, of course, but 
also teachers and pastors who 
have helped these students dis-
cern the possibility of a religious 
vocation,” said Marsha Jordan, 
superintendent of schools in the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend.

The Catholic schools in the 
diocese had a large impact on 
Michael Thomas, CSC, 26. After 
growing up as an Evangelical 
Christian, Thomas converted to 
Catholicism at the age of 19 and 
is currently third-year professed 
in the Congregation of Holy 
Cross. He attended St. Joseph 
Grade School in South Bend and 
St. Joseph High School.

“I have very clear memories 
of how my schools taught me 
a love for the liturgy, especially 
the Mass,” said Thomas. “In 
grade school we had weekly 
Mass. That’s where I learned the 
rosary, Stations of the Cross and 
about Lent.”

Thomas also remembers using 
his prayer journal in the fourth 
grade, which is where he first 
wrote that he wanted to become 
a missionary — something he 
will likely have an opportunity to 
do, “God-willing,” after he com-
pletes his studies and becomes a 
priest with the Brothers of Holy 
Cross. 

Some of the experiences that 

benefited Thomas the most, as 
his belief in Catholicism devel-
oped, happened in his high 
school theology class. There he 
had taken the opportunity to 
struggle with, argue and debate 
the Catholic faith. As he did, his 
love for theology grew. He saw 
the beauty of the faith, and even 
grappled with reasoning through 
the mysteries. 

It was also not just his theol-
ogy teachers that helped him 
grow, however. His teachers of 
subjects such as economics and 
English were also “immensely 
influential,” he said.

“One of the things that I’m 
most grateful for is where I went 
to school. It gave me my life. 
There is no way I would be as 
close to my vocation at my age if 
I hadn’t attend the schools I did.”

Another former student of the 
Catholic schools in Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend is Alexis 
Lolmaugh, 20, who went to St. 
Matthew School and Marian 
High School, and spent one year 
at Holy Cross College, before 
entering the community of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual 
Adoration.

“The support and guidance of 
many of our priests has helped 
me tremendously in my discern-
ment, as well as the witness 
and teaching of both Bishop 
D’Arcy and Bishop Rhoades,” 
said Lolmaugh. “I attended many 
high school retreats and these 
helped me grow in my relation-
ship with Christ, which strength-
ened my discernment.”

While at St. Matthew, 
Lolmaugh had an opportunity to 
consistently learn and grow from 
the Sisters of Saint Francis of 
Perpetual Adoration.

“When I was in fifth grade I 
had Sister Gianna Marie as my 
religion teacher, and in sixth 
grade I had Sister Margaret 
Mary,” she recalled. “This was 
my first encounter with sisters, 

and I was amazed by their joy 
and charity. At that point in my 
life, the thought of being a sister 
was already in my mind; but 
their example made my desire to 
become a sister even stronger.”

After her early experi-
ences with the Sisters of Saint 
Francis of Perpetual Adoration, 
Lolmaugh visited the convent 
many times. As her spiritual 
life grew she “fell in love” with 
the sisters and decided that she 
wanted to be a member of their 
community.

Beyond the classroom and 
discernment retreats, there are 
many other opportunities avail-
able for adolescent and young 
adult members of the diocese to 
discern and learn about religious 
vocations. 

Father Andrew Budzinski, 
director of the Office of Vocations 
in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend, said one such 
opportunity for adolescents in 
the diocese are the Melchizedek 
Projects, which are vocations dis-
cernment groups for like-minded 
men who love Jesus. There are 
several groups, in Fort Wayne, 
South Bend and Elkhart. 

Young women have opportu-
nities for discernment as well.

“We also take time to visit 
grade schools, high schools, and 
parish youth groups,” said Sister 
Maria Gemma, OSF, who works 
with Sister Lois, OSF, in the 
Vocations Office of the Sisters 
of Saint Francis of Perpetual 
Adoration in Mishawaka. “A new 
initiative at our Motherhouse 
this year is the “Chiara Club” 
inviting middle school aged girls 
to come for one afternoon every 
two weeks to spend time with 
the sisters doing an activity and 
joining them in prayer.”

The two vocation leaders 
believe that a large number of 
young men and women will con-
tinue to accept their calling to 
serve God.

BY ANDREW MENTOCK

We support all our  
Catholic schools!
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We’re proud  
to be Indy’s ONLY  

Catholic university.
With undergraduate and graduate degrees  
in fields ranging from medicine to music,  

math, and the ministry, engineering to education,  
and business to biology, Marian University is  

where intellect meets integrity. 

Learn more about what we have to offer— 
challenging academics, study-abroad  

opportunities, honors study, championship  
athletic programs, dozens of student clubs, 

and scholarships and financial aid.
 
 

SCHEDULE A CAMPUS VISIT!  

campusvisit@marian.edu 
317.955.6516 | 800.772.7264 

Value The Difference
Queen of Angels

OPEN HOUSE
Preschool - 8th Grade

Sunday, January 29, 2017
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

~Strong Catholic Identity focus on Faith, Family, and Service
~Full & Half Day Preschool and Full Day Kindergarten 

~Accredited by AdvancED
~Comprehensive urriculum 

~All kids play in our sports program - no “cutting”

~Before & After Care Program, Hot Lunch

~Easily accessible to downtown and I-69

~Now accepting registrations for Preschool 3 &4 year olds, 

Kindergarten - 8th Grade

~NWEA testing to meet individual needs of students

~Schoolwide Lifeskills and Lifelong Guidelines program.

260-483-8214 ~ 1600 West State Blvd., Fort Wayne
o g org

4508 Vistula Rd • Mishawaka, IN 46544
Contact us today to arrange a tour at
574-255-0392 or email jpatrick@queenofpeace.cc

“A” RATED SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE!
Sunday, January 29  10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

• All-day Kindergarten & Preschool Programs

• Foreign Language PK-8

• Art, Music and Physical Education Classes

• Before and After School Care

• Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

• Athletic Programs & Extra Curriculars

• We accept School Choice Scholarships!

We Offer Extended Day Preschool
Queen of Peace Catholic School is tailored to meet 
the needs of all students!

 Four Star School

Queen of Peace

We support all our Catholic schools!
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•  Indiana Department of Education Student Centered   
    Accountability - Grade “A”
•  Outstanding Tradition of Spiritual & Academic 
    Excellence
•  Prescriptive Education Programs for PK3-6
•  High Test Scores 
•  Enrichment and Remediation Programs
•  Impressive Variety of Sports, Clubs & Activities
•  Integrated Technology Instruction
•  Extended School Day Program
•  Choice Scholarships / Vouchers Accepted

SACRED HEART 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Where God and Education Lead the Way!

135 N. Harrison St. • Warsaw, Indiana • 46580
574-267-5874 •  www.sacredheart-warsaw.org

St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic School

Our Mission: To Teach, Love, Live and Learn as Jesus Did
Our Vision: Share Faith, Server Others, Seek Knowledge

Christ-Centered Catholic Education
Excellent Fine Art and Athletic Programs

Enrichment and Resource Programs
Before and After School Care Available 

Join us January 29, 2017 8:30-12:30
-For co�ee, donuts, and information about the school

-Science Fair Projects on display
-Registration for new students in K-8 are currently being accepted

Please call for an appointment and tour (260)484-3392

4910 Trier Rd., Fort Wayne
www.stcharlesschoolfw.org

‘Excellence in academics, enrichment and
spiritual development...with a difference!’

Indiana Four Star School

Helping all students reach their full potential 
academically, socially, and spiritually

Tax deductible, SGO (Scholarship Granting Organization) 

donations are now being accepted for St. Louis Academy!
For more information, please contact Principal Vanessa Diller

at 260-749-5815, or Fr. Ben Muhlenkamp, 260-749-4525
15529 Lincoln Highway East, New Haven, IN 46774   www.academy.stlouisbesancon.org

St. Louis Academy
is a small, rural, Catholic school located just
east of New Haven.  Students learn through

individualized instruction, interactive
technology and a curriculum that challenges

his or her potential in a caring
Christ-centered community.
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St. John
the Baptist

School
NEW HAVEN

Pre-K through Grade 8

Exemplary school
in Indiana

It is St. John’s mission to 
teach our students to be 
life-long learners, learn 

a Christ-centered,
Catholic way of life,

and achieve 
academic success.

204 Rufus Street
New Haven, IN 46774

260-749-9903
www.sjcsnh.org

OPEN HOUSE
January 29, 2017 
12:30 - 2:00 pm

Mass - 11:30 am

Dedicated to academic excellence, 
growth in the spiritual life, 

a Christ-centered active life, 
and a Christian life of service.

www.bishopdwenger.com

We support all our Catholic schools!
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• Student Scholarships
• Technology – Tablets, Laptops,               

Smartboards, Chromebooks, etc.
• Science Lab & Lunchroom Tables
• New Math Curriculum
• Upgraded Fire Safety System
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• Field Trips
• Playground Equipment
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• Textbooks and Library Books
• General Funds
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Blessed are the weak and humble when they seek the Lord

Fourth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Matthew 5:1-12a

The first biblical read-
ing this weekend is from 
Zephaniah. These details 

are known about this prophet: 
He was the son of Cushi and a 
descendant of Hezekiah, presum-
ably King Hezekiah, who reigned 
as king of Judah, the southern 
Hebrew kingdom centered on 
Jerusalem, from 715 B.C. to 687 
B.C.

Royal ancestry is important. 
If indeed Zephaniah descended 
from a king, he may more eas-
ily have had access to the royal 
court and consequently more 
familiarity with the politics of 

his day.
Whatever the exact time 

frame in which this prophecy 
was written, the plight of the 
Hebrews, both those in the king-
dom of Judah and those in the 
northern kingdom of Israel, was 
uncertain. The two kingdoms 
were insignificant and weak. 
They were easy prey for their 
mightier neighbors, and as histo-
ry unfolded, powerful neighbors 
repeatedly overran them.

The prophets, Zephaniah 
included, saw the peril facing the 
Chosen People not so much as a 
result of policies for conquest of 
hostile neighboring powers, but 
rather as a consequence of the 
people’s sin.

Sin was the root of all prob-
lems. If the Chosen People would 
remain faithful, regardless of 
whatever, God’s protection would 
prevail.

St. Paul’s First Epistle to the 
Corinthians furnishes the next 
reading this weekend. The read-
ing presents to us a paradox. The 
weak will be exalted. The mighty 
will be laid low. This paradox 
is deep and profound, teaching 
us a fundamental fact of life, 

but it runs utterly counter to the 
human presumption of reality. 
So we cannot judge our lives 
or the world by earthly, human 
standards; but only by Jesus. 

For its last reading, the 
church this weekend offers us 
the Gospel of St. Matthew and its 
presentation of the beatitudes. 
Among the synoptic Gospels, 
Luke also has a version of the 
beatitudes differing only slightly 
from those given in Matthew. 
Mark does not include the beati-
tudes.

These verses are very remi-
niscent of the Psalms. This fact 
seats them very much in the his-
tory of God’s people, and in the 
people’s experiences. It places 
them in the historical fact of rev-
elation.

Always strong in the Old 
Testament was the hope that 
one day God would lead the 
people into life in a wonder-
ful kingdom, where God would 
reign and in which peace, love 
and justice would prevail. The 
beatitudes describe what such a 
kingdom would be. They give the 
same viewpoint as that of First 
Corinthians. Without being as 

direct as First Corinthians, the 
beatitudes offer us a paradox. 
In God’s kingdom, reality, not 
human hunches, abide.

Reflection
The readings for this week-

end, culminating in the beati-
tudes, both celebrate the revela-
tion of God to us, bringing us 
genuine wisdom about life, and 
challenge us to be strong and 
active witnesses to Jesus and to 
the truth of the Gospel.

Zephaniah builds the case 
that living without regard for 
God reaps the whirlwind. Paul 
adds another lesson. The judg-
ments of the world are inevitably 
unsure, if not altogether false. 
If we follow the world’s assess-
ment of things, we at best dance 
on the edge of the cliff.

The beatitudes reveal to us 
the joy and perfection of life with 
God, and they summon us to 
do our part in redemption. This 
summons applies to us person-
ally and collectively. We must 
accept the Lord, the Son of God, 
the Redeemer, born of Mary at 
Christmas, seen as God at the 

Epiphany, the Savior manifested 
at the baptism of the Lord.

Then, beyond ourselves, we 
are called upon to live the Gospel 
in our lives, in all that we do.

Now as we look to the com-
ing of Lent not that long away, 
the church gently guides us to 
questioning ourselves. We have 
learned of Jesus. How do we 
respond?

READINGS
Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13 Ps 146:6-10 
1 Cor 1:26-31 Mt 5:1-12a
Monday: Heb 11:32-40 Ps 31:20-24 
Mk 5:1-20  
Tuesday: Heb 12;1-4 Ps 22:26-28, 
30-32 Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15 
Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a Mk 6:1-6     
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4 Ps 24:7-10 
Heb 2:14-18 Lk 2:22-40
Friday: Heb 13:1-8 Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8-9 
Mk 6:14-29
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21 
Ps 23:1-6 Mk 6:30-34

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

Apostolate to the Fourth World
When the U.S. Catholic 

bishops do their laud-
able work looking 

out for the needs and rights of 
migrants and refugees, they are 
looking out for a large and vul-
nerable share of their flock.

For all the articles and vol-
umes written about the new 
Americans and their growing 
political importance, though, it 
was the progeny of yesterday’s 
Catholic migrants and refugees 
who earned the national spot-
light in the 2016 election. 

When Donald Trump took the 
oath of office Jan. 20, he did so 
largely because working-class, 
white Catholic voters in key 
Midwestern states unexpectedly 
handed him the presidency. 

Trump picked a high-profile 
fight with Pope Francis during 
the election, and polls suggested 
he would lose badly among 
Catholics. Instead he carried their 
vote, and by unusually large 
margins in the states where he 
needed it most: by 10 points in 
Florida, 18 points in Michigan, 
20 points in Ohio and 14 points 
in Iowa.

Sadly, no exit polling on 
Catholics was published for 
Wisconsin, or for Pennsylvania, 
where I grew up; but the story 
there was likely similar.

This is not the place to 
analyze these voters’ political 
aspirations. But an earthquake 
like this one cannot be ignored 
by any segment of society. The 
church in the United States may 
need to ask itself a less self-
interested version of the question 
the politicians are all now ask-
ing: Did we forget these people? 
How can we serve them better? 

This goes not just for the 
Catholics in this “forgotten 
America,” but for their non-
Catholic peers as well, to whom 
the church is also duty-bound to 
bring the truth.

It is easy enough for middle- 
or upper-class, college-educated 
Catholics to go through life with-
out knowing much of the Fourth 
World that Pope John Paul II 
wrote about in the encyclical 
“Centesimus Annus” in 1991 
— the world many of their co-
religionists inhabit. 

As he put it, “Aspects typical 
of the Third World also appear 
in developed countries, where 
the constant transformation of 
the methods of production and 
consumption devalues certain 
acquired skills and professional 
expertise, and thus requires a 
continual effort of retraining and 
updating. Those who fail to keep 
up with the times can easily be 
marginalized, as can the elderly, 
the young people who are inca-
pable of finding their place in the 
life of society and, in general, 
those who are weakest.” 

This passage could describe 
so many of the coal and steel 
factory towns that have been 
destabilized and left behind 
by a growing global economy. 
The inhabitants of this Fourth 
World are not the world’s poor-
est people. They are not even the 
poorest Americans. 

But many are on the edge 
financially, and they have 
watched with sadness as the 
once stable communities, where 
they had hoped to build lives on 
a worker’s wage, disintegrated. 
Even when government steps in 
to meet their immediate needs, 

people in the Fourth World may 
feel as if they have been robbed 
of their dignity and self-suffi-
ciency. 

The church and its charitable 
organizations are often pres-
ent to help those with the most 
acute needs — drug addicts, the 
homeless, those pregnant and 
alone — and that is as it should 
be. But when Pope John Paul II 
wrote of “something which is 
due to man because he is man, 
by reason of his lofty dignity,” 
he was not merely referring to 
the means of survival. He was 
also referring to the means “to 
make an active contribution to 
the common good of humanity.”

There is no one-size-fits-all 
answer for the church to reach 
the forgotten America. But 
remembering it, as this occasion 
clearly demands, is a good first 
step.

On ‘Spirituality’
“Spirituality” or being “spiritual” 
means nothing more, but also 
nothing less, than being animat-
ed and guided by the Spirit of the 
Lord that is received at baptism. 
This is what St. Paul means by 
“living according to the Spirit” or 
being “spiritual.” It does not nec-
essarily mean some intense form 
of interiority. Perhaps the most 
helpful way we can understand 
the spiritual life is to see our 
goal as the reformation by grace 
(particularly by the Holy Spirit, 
often called “uncreated” grace) 
of the image of God within us, 
wounded by original and actual 
sin. Grace purifies our intellect in 
knowing the truth and rectifies 
our will in loving the good. 

Essential to spiritual health — 
maintaining the health and vigor 
of the Holy Spirit’s life within 
us — are prayer, silence and 
nourishment through reading. 
All of these require dedication, 
discipline and the development 
of habit. Silence is an essential 
prerequisite to prayer and the 
spiritual life. It is imperative to 
cultivate times of silence within 
our daily life. Silence helps us to 
grow in self-awareness, which 
is essential to genuine growth, 
since pride is the absence of 
self-perspective induced by self-
absorption. As we grow in self-
awareness, two things happen: 
We recognize our real poverty 
and come to see our true identity 
in Christ.

Nourishment through solid 
spiritual reading is also essen-
tial. Pride of place belongs 
to the inspired text of Sacred 
Scriptures. Scripture must be 
read Christologically: Christ is 
the key to unlocking the mean-

ing of the Scriptures as a whole 
— including the Old Testament. 
He is the Word revealed in and 
through the words. He is the 
alpha (“In the beginning was 
the Word”) and omega (the One 
who will “draw all things” to 
Himself), framing the text. If you 
plan on reading the Scriptures, 
always start with the Gospels, 
which provide the lens for the 
rest of the Bible. Small bits of 
Scripture, each day, over which 
we can mull or meditate, are the 
basis. Also helpful is to read the 
Scriptures along with the whole 
church: following the Lectionary 
cycle, we can follow the daily 
Mass readings and make them a 
source of real nourishment. 

Another source of nour-
ishment is the Liturgy of the 
Hours, the official prayer of the 
Universal Church. Comprised 
of psalms, canticles and pas-
sages from the Scriptures, it is 
designed to become the hinge, or 
pivot, of our daily prayer life. The 
cycle of Morning Prayer, called 
“Lauds,” and Evening Prayer, 
called “Vespers,” can structure 
and mold our day-to-day exis-
tence.

The lives and writings of 
the saints are another excellent 
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Lessons from an era of confusion 
In the introduction to 

“Aggiornamento on the Hill of 
Janus: The American College 

in Rome, 1955-1979,” Msgr. 
Stephen DiGiovanni warns read-
ers that his book will be most 
easily understood by students 
and alumni of the Pontifical 
North American College. With 
respect to my old college class-
mate and friend, I hope Msgr. 
DiGiovanni is wrong about that. 
For amidst all the inside base-
ball about Roman seminary life 
over two and a half turbulent 
decades, “Aggiornamento on 
the Hill of Janus” offers a snap-
shot of a once-stable institution 
caught in the maelstrom of eccle-
siastical confusion and crisis. 
And from that 
picture, much 
can be learned 
for today.

Like any 
sensible student 
of these years, 
DiGiovanni 
understands 
that reform 
and renewal 
were impera-
tive as the 
North American 
College entered 
its second cen-
tury in 1959. 
The severe 
regimentation 
of student life 
undercut the house rule’s inten-
tion to prepare men for lives of 
service in parish ministry, where 
they wouldn’t have dozens of 
bells telling them what to do 
every time something was to 
be done. The pedagogy at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University 
was ill-suited to the American 
temper, or to any form of intel-
lectual curiosity, as lecturers 
repeated every year the same 
Latin lecture they’d given on that 
day the previous year. NAC was 
understaffed, not least in terms 
of spiritual direction. Student 
morale was a problem because 
of nit-picking rules and chronic 
health problems caused by inad-
equate and sometimes literally 
poisonous food. Change was 
imperative.

What followed Vatican II, how-
ever, was not so much change as 
confusion and even chaos. 

One of the many strengths 
of DiGiovanni’s book is its dem-
onstration that attitudes among 
American seminarians in Rome 
closely paralleled the dynamics 
in the drama being played out in 
St. Peter’s Basilica, just down the 
Janiculum Hill from NAC, where 
the Second Vatican Council was 
meeting. At the council’s halfway 
mark, Father Henri de Lubac, 
SJ — a reformer once silenced by 
the Roman authorities and who 
was a key theological advisor at 
the council — sensed that the 
reformist party at Vatican II was 
dividing. One camp sought an 
organic theological development 
of the church’s self-understand-
ing, while another seemed more 

interested in 
kicking over the 
traces and  
reimagining 
everything 
anew. As 
DiGiovanni’s 
painstaking 
examination of 
contemporary 
diaries, com-
mittee meeting 
minutes, and 
various NAC 
publications 
shows, that 
division began 
to express itself 
among NAC 
students at the 

same time. 
So even before that cataclys-

mic year, 1968, a fissure was 
opening in Catholicism between 
those who believed that Christ 
had given the church a certain 
form, reference to which was 
essential to true reform, and 
those who argued that the 
“Spirit of the Council” called for 
a root-and-branch rethinking of 
Catholic doctrine, mission, min-
istry and morality. This fissure 
led, in short order, to confusion 
about the nature of the priest-
hood and its role in the post-
conciliar church. And out of that 
confusion seven devils worse 
than the first were set loose, as 
the ministerial priesthood in the 
Catholic Church took a nosedive 
unlike anything the church had 
experienced since the 16th-centu-
ry Reformation. 

It should have been no sur-

prise that this confusion was 
catastrophic for both vocation 
recruitment and priestly forma-
tion; as one of the rectors who 
turned NAC around in the 1990s, 
now-Cardinal Edwin F. O’Brien, 
once put it, “A man will give his 
life for a mystery, but not for a 
question mark.” During the last 
15 years of Msgr. DiGiovanni’s 
story, NAC was a house of ques-
tion marks — and worse-than-
question marks. The Catholic 
Church in America paid, and is 
paying, a heavy price for that 
season of deep confusion.  

The North American College 
today is as solid a seminary 
as can be found in the world 
church: a happy house, filled 
with impressive young men and 
led by an outstanding faculty. 
NAC’s transformation from the 
confusions of the immediate two 
post-conciliar decades is due to 
a re-centering on first principles: 
a clarity about what the church 
teaches and why that teaching 
is a prescription for beatitude, 
for happiness. The mystery — of 
Christ, the church and the priest-
hood — has replaced the ques-
tion marks. 

Some imagine that a return 
to the free-for-all of the 1970s 
is the evangelical path forward 
for 21st-century Catholicism; 
others think a return to the 
1950s is what’s needed. Msgr. 
DiGiovanni’s important book 
raises grave questions about 
both these prescriptions. 

 

Msgr. Michael Heintz is on the faculty 
at Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary, 
Emmitsburg, Md.

George Weigel is Distinguished 
Senior Fellow of the Ethics 
and Public Policy Center in 
Washington, D.C. 
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source of spiritual nourishment. 
The more we see ourselves as 
part of a living Tradition of 
spiritual practice, the more we 
can appropriate the best of it for 
ourselves.

All of these practices are 
predicated upon self-discipline: 
the ability to shut off the TV, 
computer and the iPod and set 
time aside every day for God. 
The secret is to start small and 
let it grow. All of these practices 
have to be in accord with one’s 

state in life. A mother of seven 
cannot be expected to live like 
a Trappist; one has to discover 
what works for oneself, based 
upon the formula outlined above. 
Like everything else in life, bal-
ance is important. These practic-
es will be helpful only if you are 
striving to live fully the sacra-
mental life of the church, in par-
ticular through faithful and regu-
lar celebration of the Eucharist, 
which the church teaches is the 
most effective thing we can do; 
and the regular celebration of 
the sacrament of reconciliation 
or confession. In the end, it is all 
about habit: not simply as repeti-
tive behavior, but habitus, a firm 
and reliable disposition of the 

will, inculcating good habits and 
rooting out bad habits, assisted 
all the while by grace. This is 
why regularity is more important 
than volume. It involves more 
than mere willpower or self-dis-
cipline; that alone is insufficient, 
because it means we are relying 
primarily upon our own efforts 
and not upon the grace of God.

Continued from Page 20
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Saint of the Week
Joseph Freinademetz

An Alpine Austrian, Joseph was very bright and received exceptional 
schooling. He was ordained a diocesan priest in 1875, but found parish 
work too easy. He joined the Divine Word missionaries and was sent with 
another priest to China. By 1888, Joseph was teaching 1,000 catechumens 
in 390 villages. The Verbites built a seminary and began training Chinese 
priests. Joseph fled once during the Boxer Rebellion, then stayed in China, 
gaining converts and serving as provincial and administrator. His health 
was broken in an outbreak of typhus.

1852-1908
January 29

“A man will give  

his life for a mystery,  

but not  

for a question mark.”

CARDINAL EDWIN F. O’BRIEN
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Immediate opening for part time (20 hours per 
week) volunteer live in Administrative Assistant 
with computer skills, good fluency in English, 
speaking and writing skills. Simple housing 
provided. Opportunity for Daily Mass and Liturgy 
of the Hours prayed in common. Flexible hours. 

IMMEDIATE 
OPENING

Participate in 
Catholic evangelism 

and ministry! 

Apply: Confraternity of Penitents
1702 Lumbard Street, Fort Wayne IN 46803. 

260-739-6882

Expertise you can rely on.
Michael Kendzicky 
Glen Lothary
James Lothary 
Michael Marien
Private Wealth Management
4220 Edison Lakes Parkway, Suite 100
Mishawaka, IN 46545
574-247-6830  .  800-866-9022 
rwbaird.com
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Darren Schortgen
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(260)385-7603
Darren@DarrenSchortgen.com
www.SchortgenRealty.com

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Call 260-399-1449 to see  
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Please call Sam Haiflich for 
your next Auction or Appraisal
260-740-7299  Sam@bkmauction.com

bkmauction.com
800-953-6359 • 260-824-4325

1085 North Main St., Bluffton, Indiana
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Special Broadcasts

‘The Truth in Charity’ 
Project Rachel middle school presentations begin

“’Truth in Charity’ is Bishop 
Kevin Rhoades’ motto, and it 
has really cut to my heart,” 
Allison Sturm, Project Rachel 
Post-Abortion Healing Ministry 
specialist for the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend, explained 
to eighth-grade students at St. 
Joseph School, South Bend. 
“Yes, I was pro-life. But (with) 
the ugliness of the way I pre-
sented my views, I could have 
hurt people. I was convicted, 
but all the time I didn’t realize I 
was pushing people further and 
further away. I always felt that I 
spoke the truth, but not always 
in charity.”

Sturm traveled to the school 
on Jan. 17 to share her witness 
and her personal experience of 
being pro-life with the students, 
narrating how her friend and 
supervisor treated and spoke 
with her in a compassionate, 
kind and trusting manner, allow-
ing her to recognize a more 
Christ-like option when speaking 
about pro-life issues — “Because 
how we say it matters,” she 
explained.  Sturm added that 
her supervisor in the Office of 
Evangelization then asked her 
to lead the Project Rachel pro-
gram in the diocese, which has 
helped her to grow, recognize 
and remember the humanity and 
pain caused by abortions — as 
well as the great need for prayer 
and healing.

Project Rachel, the post-
abortion healing ministry of the 
Catholic Church, first began in 
Milwaukee, Wis., in 1984, when 
Vicki Thorn noticed how many 
people, not just woman who had 
the abortion, were affected and 
damaged by the choice. There 
were grandparents who had lost 
their grandchild, friends who had 
driven a friend to an abortion 
and fathers still mourning their 
deceased children. The program’s 
name comes from Scripture, 
Jeremiah 31:15 and Matthew 
2:18, where Rachel is weeping 
loudly, mourning the loss of her 
children. Project Rachel programs 
and Rachel’s Vineyard retreats 
can be found today in over 
110 dioceses across the United 
States.  

Sturm recognized that for 
many of the middle school stu-
dents she was speaking to, this 
might be their first time hearing 
about it, and she is aware that 
in the coming high school, col-
lege and young adult years they 
might meet, date or be friends 
with people who have been 
affected by abortion.

To learn how to speak the 
pro-life truth in charity is a valu-
able and realistic goal, she said.  
Also relevant is the fact that 
in 2014 30 percent of aborting 
women identified themselves as 
Protestant and 24 percent iden-
tified themselves as Catholic, 
according to the Guttmacher 
Institute, the former research 
arm of Planned Parenthood. 
Women aged 15-19 years old 
— teenagers — were 11.4 per-
cent of the abortions in 2013, 
as reported from the Centers for 
Disease Control website.

Sturm reminded the eighth 
graders that “we all make mis-
takes and deserve to be forgiven.  
There is nothing that God can’t 
forgive. God wants us to be in 
relationship with Him.” Quoting 
Romans 8:39, she added: 
“Nothing in all creation will ever 
be able to separate us from the 
love of God revealed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord… .”

The St. Joseph students 
were thoughtful and respectful 
of Sturm’s words. One female 
student wondered how many 
women did not regret their abor-

tions. Sturm answered the query 
with the same mercy and charity 
she suggested.  

She explained how there are 
stages of denial afterwards, and 
people often don’t want to face 
the reality of the choice. She 
highlighted the conversion story 
of Abby Johnson, former clinic 
director of Planned Parenthood 
in Bryan, Texas, who became a 
huge pro-life advocate and leader 
for changing people’s hearts in 
the abortion industry in 2009, 
after working for them for eight 
years. Her website, “And Then 
There Were None” has helped 
over 300 hundred former abor-
tion workers leave their jobs. 
Sturm also recommended read-
ing the Silent No More website, 
offered by a nondenominational, 
Christian program and featur-
ing personal testimonies and 
resources after an abortion.

Lastly, she encouraged the 
students’ preparation for the 
March for Life in South Bend 
Jan. 27.  Sturm spoke of the joy-
ous reality of people gathering 
and marching in Washington, 
D.C., to support the pro-life 
movement in America. And if 
given the opportunity to speak, 
she encouraged them to do so 
with “Truth in Charity.”

For more information about  
Project Rachel, visit  
www.hopeafterabortion.com.

Jennifer Miller
Allison Sturm of the Office of Evangelization discusses how to express the 
truth of abortion in charity during a recent presentation to eighth-grade 
students at St. Joseph School, South Bend, about the diocese’s Project Rachel 
Post-Abortion Ministry.

BY JENNIFER MILLER
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REST IN PEACE

Benefit supper for Hannah’s House
MISHAWAKA — The Knights of 
Columbus, Council No. 1878 will 
host a benefit spaghetti supper 
for Hannah’s House Maternity 
Home with a Heart on Friday, 
Feb. 24, from 5-7 p.m. at 114 
W. Fourth St. Tickets are $8 for 
adults, $5 for children 5-12 and 
children under 5 eat free. This 
dinner helps care for pregnant 
mothers and newborn babies. 

Interpreter to be at Mass
FORT WAYNE — An interpreter 
for the deaf and hard of hear-
ing will be present for the 11:30 
a.m. Mass on Sunday, Feb. 12, at 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Fort Wayne, 1122 
S. Clinton St. Cathedral par-
ish and the Diocesan Office of 
Evangelization provide an inter-
preter every second Sunday of 
the month. For more about this 
ministry, contact Allison Sturm 
at 260-399-1452 or asturm@
diocesefwsb.org.

Show Choir invitational planned
FORT WAYNE — Bishop 
Dwenger High School will 
host the Summit Show Choir 
Invitational on Saturday Jan. 28, 
beginning with a 7:30 a.m. per-
formance by Bishop Dwenger’s 
Elegance. Performances continue 
throughout the day and night 
performances begin at 8:25 p.m. 
The awards program is at 6:15 
p.m. for day performances and 
11 p.m. for the night perfor-
mances. Admission prices are: 
$15 day/night; $10 day only; 
$10 night only; $10 day for stu-
dents and children 5 and under 
are free.

Pilgrimage with Father Delaney
SOUTH BEND — Join Father John 
Delaney, pastor at St. Jude Parish 
on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
in June 2017. For information 
contact Tekton Ministries at 317- 

574-4191 or email pilgrimage@
tektonministries.org.

Catholic Business Network meetings
FORT WAYNE — The next 
Catholic Business Network meet-
ing will be Friday, Feb. 3, with 
Mass in the Guerin Chapel at 
7 a.m. followed by fellowship 
in the Cathedral Center at 7:30 
a.m. Guest speaker will be Dr. 
Lance Richey, dean of the School 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
at University of Saint Francis 
speaking on the topic: “Of Profits 
and Prophets: Some Catholic 
Principles for Business Leaders.” 
Refreshments provided by Joe 
Brown with Rekindle the Fire.

Breakfasts at two parishes raise funds
FORT WAYNE — Saint Gaspar 
del Bufalo Council No. 11043 
will be serving breakfast Sunday, 
Jan. 29, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. in the gymnasium at Most 
Precious Blood, 1515 Barthold 
St. and at Queen of Angels activ-
ies center, 1500 W. State Blvd. 
Prices are $8 for adults, $4 for 
children 6-12, and $20 per fam-
ily. Carry-out will be available. 
Proceeds will benefit each parish.

St. Anthony de Padua plans  
Monte Carlo night
SOUTH BEND — Monte Carlo 
Night is Saturday, Feb. 4, from 
5:30-10 p.m. in the St. Anthony 
de Padua gymnasium. Tickets 
at the door are $25 per per-
son, which includes a Polish-
style dinner, drinks, gaming, 
silent auction and tip boards.  
IGC#142807

Trivia night planned  
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
FORT WAYNE — The St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Home and 
School Association will have a 
70s trivia night on Saturday, Feb. 
11, in the school cafeteria. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. with trivia at 7 

p.m. Carry-in food and snacks 
for your table. A cash bar will 
be available. Participants must 
be 21 years old or older. Cost is 
$100 per 8 person table or $12 
per individual. For reservations 
contact Jill Harris at 260-341-
3486. Participation in the theme 
is encouraged, but not required.

End-of-Life Moral Decision-Making  
for Catholics
FORT WAYNE — One of the most 
important distinctions for end-of-
life decision-making is between 
what is morally obligatory and 
what is morally optional. A panel 
question-and-answer discus-
sion on end-of-life decisions is 
sponsored by the St. Vincent 
de Paul Respect Life Committee 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, at 7 p.m. in 
the St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
Spiritual Center, 1502 E Wallen 
Rd. Panelists include David 
Kaminskas, M.D., FACC, cardi-
ologist with Lutheran Medical 
Group; Father Royce Gregerson, 
specialist in moral theology; and 
Jackie Stevens, NP at Heartland 
Homecare and Hospice. Light 
refreshments will be served.
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Annual action forum
FORT WAYNE — A Legislative 
Action Forum will be Saturday, 
Feb. 18, in Loehe 7 at Concordia 
Theological Seminary from 9-10 
a.m. Invited panelists are David 
Long, President Pro Tem of the 
Indiana Senate;  Representative 
Ben Smaltz, Dist. 52, Chairman 
of the Public Policy Committee; 

Sue Swayze Liebel, Vice 
President for Public Affairs for 
Indiana Right to Life; and state 
legislators committed to advanc-
ing pro-life bills this session. 
Coffee, juice and donuts are pro-
vided. The event is free, but res-
ervations are requested by Feb. 3 
to Abigail at abigail@ichooselife.
org or 260-471-1849.



Trump dwelt briefly on the 
United States’ role in the world. 
“We will seek friendship and 
goodwill with the nations of the 
world, but we do so with the 
understanding that it is the right 
of all nations to put their own 
interests first,” he said. “We do 
not seek to impose our way of 
life on anyone, but rather to let 
it shine as an example. We will 
shine for everyone to follow. We 
will reinforce old alliances and 
form new ones and unite the 
civilized world against radical 
Islamic terrorism, which we will 
eradicate completely from the 
face of the earth.”

He vowed to Americans, “You 
will never be ignored again. 
Your voice, your hopes and your 
dreams will define our American 
destiny. And your courage and 
goodness and love will forever 
guide us along the way. Together 
we will make America strong 
again. We will The 45th presi-
dent, who is a Presbyterian, said: 
“From this day forward, it’s 
going to be only America first. 
America first. Every decision on 
trade, on taxes, on immigration, 
on foreign affairs will be made 
to benefit American workers and 

American families. We must 
protect our borders from the 
ravages of other countries mak-
ing our products, stealing our 
companies and destroying our 
jobs. Protection will lead to great 
prosperity and strength.”

Trump dwelt briefly on the 
United States’ role in the world. 
“We will seek friendship and 
goodwill with 
the nations of 
the world, but 
we do so with 
the understand-
ing that it is 
the right of all 
nations to put 
their own inter-
ests first,” he 
said. “We do not 
seek to impose 
our way of life 
on anyone, but 
rather to let it 
shine as an example. We will 
shine for everyone to follow. We 
will reinforce old alliances and 
form new ones and unite the 
civilized world against radical 
Islamic terrorism, which we will 
eradicate completely from the 
face of the earth.”

He vowed to Americans, “You 
will never be ignored again. 
Your voice, your hopes and your 
dreams will define our American 
destiny. And your courage and 
goodness and love will forever 
guide us along the way. Together 
we will make America strong 

again. We will make America 
wealthy again. We will make 
America proud again. We will 
make America safe again. And, 
yes, together, we will make 
America great again.”

Before the swearing-in 
ceremonies, the Trump fam-
ily attended a private prayer 
service St. John’s Episcopal 

Church across 
Lafayette 
Square from 
the White 
House. Hosting 
the service has 
been a tradi-
tion for the 
church for at 
least a dozen 
presidential 
inaugurals.

At the 
Capitol, New 
York Cardinal 

Timothy M. Dolan was among a 
number of religious leaders tak-
ing part in the inauguration cere-
monies. The cardinal read a pas-
sage from the Book of Wisdom. 

Supreme Court Justice 
Clarence Thomas adminis-
tered the oath of office to Vice 
President Mike Pence, then 
U.S. Chief Justice John Roberts 
administered the oath to Trump. 
Standing at the new president’s 
side were his wife, Melania, 
and children Donald Jr., Barron, 
Ivanka, Eric and Tiffany.
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CNS photo/Rick Wilking, Reuters
U.S. President-elect Donald Trump greets outgoing President Barack Obama 
before Trump’s Jan. 20 swearing-in as the country’s 45th president, at the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington. 

Trump executive order reinstates ‘Mexico City Policy’ on abortion

WASHINGTON (CNS) — 
President Donald J. Trump 
issued an executive order Jan. 
23 reinstating the “Mexico City 
Policy,” which bans all foreign 
nongovernmental organizations 
receiving U.S. funds from per-
forming or promoting abortion 
as a method of family planning 
in other countries.

The action was hailed by pro-
life leaders.

“President Trump is continu-
ing Ronald Reagan’s legacy 
by taking immediate action on 
day one to stop the promotion 
of abortion through our tax 
dollars overseas.” said a Jan. 
23 statement from Marjorie 
Dannenfelser, president of the 
Susan B. Anthony List.

“President Trump’s immedi-
ate action to promote respect for 
all human life, including vulner-
able unborn children abroad, as 
well as conscience rights, sends 
a strong signal about his admin-
istration’s pro-life priorities,” she 
said.

“By redirecting taxpayer dol-
lars away from the international 
abortion industry, President 
Trump has reinstituted life-
affirming protections for unborn 
children and their mothers,” 
said a Jan. 23 statement by Rep. 
Chris Smith, R-New Jersey, co-
chair of the Congressional Pro-
Life Caucus. “There is political 
consensus that taxpayer dollars 

should not fund abortion and 
the abortion industry.”

“Now we see pro-life fruits 
of the election unfolding as 
President Trump has taken 
immediate action to reinstitute 
President Reagan’s Mexico 
City Policy,” said Father Frank 
Pavone, head of Priests for Life, 
in a Jan. 23 statement. “Poll 
after poll shows that Americans 
do not want their tax money 
to pay for abortions.  Stopping 
funding to foreign pro-abortion 
groups is a powerful first step 
toward doing the same domesti-
cally.”

Named for the city that 
hosted the U.N. International 
Conference on Population in 
1984 — where Reagan, then 
in his first term as president, 
unveiled it — the Mexico City 
Policy has been the textbook 
definition of a political football. 
Adopted by a Republican presi-
dent, it has been rescinded when 
Democrats sat in the White 
House, only to be restored when 
Republicans claimed the presi-
dency.

In 1993, President Bill 
Clinton’s revocation of the policy 
was made so quickly following 
his inauguration that some par-
ticipants in the March for Life, 
conducted two days after the 
inauguration, carried “Impeach 
Clinton” signs.

Just as Clinton had rescinded 
the policy two days after taking 
office, so did President George 
W. Bush reinstate it two days 

into his presidency, expanding 
it to include all voluntary fam-
ily planning activities. President 
Barack Obama rescinded the 
policy Jan. 23, 2009.

Court challenges to the policy 
resulted in rulings in 1987 and 
1988 that limited its application 
to foreign NGOs.

The executive order “makes 
clear that Trump intends to carry 
out with his promised pro-life 
agenda. Taxpayer funding for 
abortions, whether here or over-
seas, is unpopular with voters 
and is plain wrong,” said a Jan. 
23 statement by Ashley McGuire, 
a senior fellow with the Catholic 
Association.

“It amounts to subsidiz-
ing the violent victimization of 
women and children, in particu-
lar poor and minority women 
who feel they have no choice but 
to have an abortion,” McGuire 
said. “Redirecting those funds to 
health centers that offer women 
real choice and hope is the right 
policy moving forward.

BY MARK PATTISON

CNS photo/Kevin Lamarque, Reuters

U.S. President Donald J. Trump holds 
up his executive order reinstating 

the “Mexico City Policy” banning fed-
eral funding of abortion-providing 

groups abroad after he signed it Jan. 
23 in the Oval Office of the White 

House in Washington. 

“Your voice, your hopes and  

your dreams will define  

our American destiny.” 

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP




