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A sign greets visitors to the meditation garden at the Franciscan Renewal Center in Scottsdale,
Arizona, in this October 2014 photo. Pope Francis’ long-anticipated encyclical on the environment
was released at the Vatican June 18.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The earth, which
was created to support life and give praise to God,
is crying out with pain because human activity is destroying it, Pope Francis says in his longawaited encyclical, “Laudato Si’: On Care for Our
Common Home.”
All who believe in God and all people of good
will have an obligation to take steps to mitigate climate change, clean the land and the seas, and start
treating all of creation — including poor people —
with respect and concern, he says in the document
released at the Vatican June 18.
A lack of respect for creation is a lack of respect
for God who created all that exists, the pope says.
In fact, he continues, a person cannot claim to
respect nature while supporting abortion, nor can
one claim to be pro-life without a commitment to
reversing damage to the environment.
With unusually blunt language for a papal
document, the pope decries centuries of exploiting
the earth, exploiting other people and acting as if
the point of human life is to buy and consume as
much as possible.
“The earth, our home, is beginning to look
more and more like an immense pile of filth,” the
pope writes in the document.
LAUDATO SI, PAGE 6

St. Patrick Parish observes
Fortnight
125 years of blending communities for Freedom
in the
Diocese
BY MARK WEBER

FORT WAYNE — The notes of “Amazing
Grace” pealed forth from pipers accompanied
by a lone drummer as the colorful Fort Wayne
Pipe and Drum Brigade preceded Bishop Kevin
C. Rhoades and six concelebrating priests down
the center aisle of St. Patrick Church in Fort
Wayne prior to a trilingual Mass to celebrate a
special anniversary. The packed church included the unique congregational make up of Anglo,
Vietnamese and Hispanic parishioners plus old
friends and other visitors to celebrate the 125th
anniversary of the parish.
Speaking in English and Spanish, Bishop
Rhoades paused, while his homily was then
translated in Vietnamese by St. Patrick’s pastor,
Divine Word Missionary Father Andrew Thu
Pham.
As our Savior did, Bishop Rhoades used the
parable of the tiny mustard seed to dramatize
the beginning of God’s Kingdom on Earth, the
beginning of the Church, originating with Jesus
and a small band of followers and developing

into an immense tree with people of every race,
nation and language all over the world, growth
that “took place due to God’s hidden power, like
that hidden in a seed,” Bishop Rhoades said.
“The same can be said about St. Patrick
Parish,” Bishop Rhoades added. “It began 125
years ago with several dozen Catholic families,
mostly Irish Americans, here on the growing
south side of Fort Wayne. It grew into one of
the largest parishes in our diocese. And, even
today, it is like a big tree with people of different
ethnic backgrounds and languages. St. Patrick
is a beautiful parish that includes Anglo, Latino
and Vietnamese faithful, all united as one Body
in Christ.”
The bishop related how true faith, authentic
faith, expresses itself through action, through
acts of love.
“For 125 years, the people of St. Patrick
Parish have walked by faith,” Bishop
Rhoades said. “They have been led by wonderful and committed priests, beginning with
PATRICK, PAGE 12

Bishop Kevin
C. Rhoades will
conclude the
Fortnight for
Freedom with the
celebration of
Mass on Saturday,
July 4, at 9 a.m. at Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, Fort
Wayne. All are welcome.
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was on retreat with our priests at Pokagon
State Park when the new encyclical of Pope
Francis was released. It is entitled Laudato Si:
On Care For Our Common Home. The title
comes from the Canticle of the Sun, by Saint
Francis of Assisi. Saint Francis praises God our
Creator for the sun, the moon, the earth, and all
creation. I read the encyclical surrounded by
the beauty of the state park: the lake, the trees,
the wildlife, and plants. It was a perfect locale
to reflect on a document about the environment.
I encourage everyone to read this important
encyclical letter of our Holy Father. It has captured the world’s attention, as well it should,
since it deals with matters very important for
the present and the future of humanity. Pope
Francis expresses his grave concern about the
harm that has been inflicted upon the earth
by “our irresponsible use and abuse of the
goods with which God has endowed her.” He
writes about the deterioration of the global
environment. Building on the teaching of his
predecessors, Pope Saint John Paul II and
Pope Benedict XVI, Pope Francis brings new
urgency to the need to respect the natural environment and to protect our common home. The
Holy Father is appealing to everyone, not just
Catholics, to address the immense challenge of
preserving our planet for future generations.
I don’t know how often we have considered
the issue of ecology from the perspective of our
faith, yet it is an integral part of our faith. We
profess that God is the Creator of the heavens
and the earth. Our responsibility toward our
Creator includes our stewardship of nature and
creation. Pope Francis writes rather bluntly:
“We are not God. The earth was here before us
and it has been given to us.” The Pope explains
that the Genesis account of man’s dominion
over the earth does not mean domination. He
writes: “we must forcefully reject the notion
that our being created in God’s image and
given dominion over the earth justifies absolute
domination over other creatures.”
Pope Francis reminds us of the words of
the book of Genesis: “The Lord God took the
man and put him in the garden of Eden to till
it and keep it (2:15)”. The Holy Father writes:
“‘Tilling’ refers to cultivating, ploughing or
working, while ‘keeping’ means caring, protecting, overseeing and preserving. This implies
a relationship of mutual responsibility between
human beings and nature. Each community can
take from the bounty of the earth whatever it
needs for subsistence, but it also has the duty
to protect the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness
for coming generations.”
Our responsibility for the care of the earth
is part of our faith. We are to use the goods
of the earth responsibly. We should be deeply
concerned about the depletion of the natural
resources of the earth, air and water pollution, and loss of biodiversity. We should be
concerned about the harmful effects of global
warming, which most scientists attribute largely

A Christian Prayer in Union with Creation
Father, we praise you with all your creatures. They came forth from your all-powerful hand; they are yours,
filled with your presence and your tender love. Praise be to you!
Son of God, Jesus, through you all things were made. Your were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother,
you became part of this earth, and you gazed upon this world with human eyes. Today you are alive
in every creature in your risen glory. Praise be to you!
Holy Spirt, by your light you guide this world toward the Father’s love and accompany creation as it groans
in travail. You also dwell in our hearts and you inspire us to do what is good. Praise be to you!
Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love, teach us to contemplate you in the beauty of the universe,
for all things speak of you. Awaken our praise and thankfulness for every being that you have made.
Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined to everything that is.
God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for all the creatures of this earth,
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. Enlighten those who possess power and money that they may
avoid the sin of indifference, that they may love the common good, advance the weak,
and care for this world in which we live. The poor and the earth are crying out.
O Lord, seize us with your power and light, help us to protect all life, to prepare for a better future,
for the coming of your Kingdom of justice, peace, love and beauty. Praise be to you!
Amen
— Pope Francis, Laudato Si’

to greenhouse gases. Pope Francis writes:
“Climate change is a global problem with grave
implications: environmental, social, economic,
political and for the distribution of goods. It
represents one of the principal challenges facing humanity in our day.”
We have a moral responsibility toward
creation, a responsibility we must assert in the
public sphere. This is about protecting God’s
creation: the earth, water, and air. This is also
about protecting human life, what the Popes
have called “human ecology.” The deterioration of nature impacts human life and wellbeing. Our duties toward the environment are
linked to our duties toward the human person.
Pope Francis writes: “Human beings too are
creatures of this world, enjoying a right to life
and happiness, and endowed with unique dignity. So we cannot fail to consider the effects
on people’s lives of environmental deterioration, current models of development and the
throwaway culture.” The Pope highlights how
those most harmed by environmental degradation are the poor.
I am just highlighting in this column a few
of the many points covered in Laudato Si.
Again, I encourage you to read the encyclical
in its entirety, to study it, and to prayerfully
reflect on it. A global response is needed to
the difficult challenges we face. Pope Francis
is calling for public action on every level:
local, national, and international. The Church
has a duty to speak out in the public square.
We are facing an ecological crisis. Too often,
self-interest or political ideology can get in the
way of progress in addressing this crisis. Pope
Francis is challenging us to move forward
together with a strong commitment to care for
our common home today so that it will be a
healthy home for future generations. This is not
just a social or political issue. It is a spiritual

and moral issue.
Laudato Si is a call to conversion for all of
us, a call to care better for God’s creation. It’s
a call to reject consumerism and a “throwaway
culture” that drives so many of our environmental
problems. Pope Francis is calling us to examine our own lifestyles, for example, how we so
often waste food and energy. Small everyday
actions matter, like turning off unnecessary lights,
recycling, planting trees, etc. The Holy Father is
calling us to personal spiritual conversion, to live
rightly within the world we live in, and to witness
to our faith that creation is God’s gift to humanity,
a gift that needs protection.
Following the example of Saint Francis of
Assisi and assisted by his intercession, may we
praise and serve God by respecting the beauty
and goodness of creation! May we be responsible
guardians of creation, working together to protect
our common home!

LAUDATO SI’
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St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish
celebrates dedication of new altar
BY TIM JOHNSON

BRISTOL — The parishioners of
St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish
in Bristol took to heart the words of
1 Corinthians, “Let us go rejoicing
to the house of the Lord,” as Bishop
Kevin C. Rhoades dedicated the
new altar and blessed new altar furnishings on Saturday, June 20.
“It is appropriate that we sang
these same words,” said Bishop
Rhoades in his homily, “since we
too have come rejoicing to this
house of the Lord for the dedication of this new altar. This church is
the house of the Lord because here
the Lord is present in the Blessed
Sacrament. And in this church is
contained the altar of the Lord, a
sign of Christ who is the living altar
of the heavenly temple. We who
pray in this church, according to
ancient writers, are the living stones
from which the Lord Jesus builds
the altar.”
Father Robert Van Kempen, pastor of St. Mary of the Annunciation,
told Today’s Catholic, when he was
assigned to the parish in 2004, he
had hoped to replace the altar and
altar furnishings.
“When I talked with Bryan
Finkelstein, the music director at
St. Mary’s at the time, he said he
would be interested in making new
furniture,” Father Van Kempen
said. “With a new altar in mind,
Brian MacMichael (director of the
Office of Worship) and some from
the Sacred Art and Architecture
Committee came to St. Mary’s, and
we discussed the plans for the new
furniture. We talked about the new
altar, tabernacle stand, ambo and
chairs.”
Finkelstein created all the furniture but the chairs, which were constructed locally by an Amish craftsman. The carpeting in the sanctuary
was also replaced with new flooring.
The altar is considered the center
and focal point of every Catholic
church, Bishop Rhoades explained.
Bishop Rhoades related in his
homily, “From the earliest times,
Christians erected permanent altars
for the celebration of the memorial of the Lord, the mystery of the
Eucharist. By its very nature, the
altar is a table of sacrifice since
on it the sacrifice of the cross is
perpetuated in mystery throughout
the ages until Christ comes again.
It is also a banquet table, a table at
which God’s children assemble to
offer thanks to Him and to receive
the holy Body and Blood of Christ.
The altar thus has great dignity. It is
the table of the Lord and it signifies
Christ. It is dedicated to God.”
During the Rite of Dedication
and Anointing, the Litany of
Saints was sung. Bishop Rhoades
then deposited a relic of St. Jude
Thaddeus, Apostle of Jesus, in the
altar stone. St. Jude is the patron
saint of desperate situations and
hospitals.
Parishioner Lu Downs, who manages the Love and Blessings Catholic
gift shop in the church and famous

3

Public Schedule of
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
• Sunday, June 28, 10:30 a.m. — Mass at Saint Anne Home
and Retirement Community, Fort Wayne
• Monday, June 29, 10 a.m. — Meeting of Board of Advisors
of Our Sunday Visitor Institute, Detroit, Michigan
• Wednesday, July 1, 6 p.m. — Mass at Saint Louis Besancon
Church, New Haven
• Saturday, July 4, 9 a.m. — Mass closing Fortnight for
Freedom, Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne
• Saturday, July 4, 5 p.m. — Mass at Saint John the Baptist
Church, South Bend
• Sunday, July 5, 10:30 a.m. — Mass at Our Lady of Victory
Chapel, Victory Noll, Huntington
• Monday, July 6, 10 a.m. — Meeting of Bishop’s Cabinet,
Archbishop Noll Center, Fort Wayne
• Wednesday, July 8, 7 p.m. — Mass at Saint Charles
Borromeo Church, Fort Wayne
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An attentive congregation watches Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades anoint the
new altar with Chrism oil at St. Mary of the Annunciation Church in
Bristol on June 20.

Priest appointment
The Most Rev. Kevin C. Rhoades, Bishop of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, has made the following priest
appointment, effective July 1, 2015:
• Reverend Vincent Coppola, CSC, to Parochial Vicar of Holy Cross
and Saint Stanislaus Parishes in South Bend.

Villa of the Woods to become
part of Saint Anne Communities
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades celebrates the Eucharist at St. Mary of the
Annunciation, Bristol, on June 20. Father Robert Van Kempen, pastor, is
at right. Deacon Robert Garrow is at the left.
for passing out over 50,000 pocket
angels, gifted the relic to Father Van
Kempen. Lu and her late-husband,
Buddy, joined the Church in July of
2000. Shortly thereafter, they visited
Rome with a friend from South Bend
who was acquainted with an order of
nuns that took care of relics. Years
later, when Buddy became ill, the
South Bend friend gave Buddy a
relic of St. Jude with the paperwork
declaring authenticity. After Buddy’s
death, Lu gifted the relic to Father
Van Kempen.
“I offered this (relic) to the
church so the altar would have
a first class relic,” Father Van
Kempen said.
After placing the relic, Bishop
Rhoades poured on the altar sacred
Chrism, “the same oil that is used
at Baptisms, Confirmations and
Ordinations,” the bishop noted in
his homily, and then anointed the
altar top.
After the incensation of the altar,
the candles were lit for the lighting of the altar and the altar was
prepared for the celebration of the
Eucharist.
Bishop Rhoades explained in
his homily, “This celebration is also
a cause for joy for us since we too
understand the meaning of the altar
and its dignity and the abundant
graces we receive from the great gift
of the Eucharist celebrated on it.”
In the Gospel reading from the

Sermon on the Mount, the bishop
explained that Jesus taught the
Jewish people that at worship they
must leave their gift at the altar if
they recall that a brother or sister
has anything against them. They are
to go and be reconciled, then come
back to the temple to offer their gift.
“This teaching is also important
for us at the Eucharist,” Bishop
Rhoades said. “Before approaching
the altar, we too should be reconciled with our neighbor. In order to
be reconciled with God, we must
be reconciled with each other. It is
significant that before we go to the
altar to receive Holy Communion,
we exchange a sign of peace to our
neighbors.”
“Today’s Gospel also reminds us
of the importance of the sacrament
of Reconciliation, necessary before
receiving Holy Communion if we
have committed a mortal sin,” he
noted. “None of us should approach
the altar of the Lord unless we are
in the state of grace, reconciled with
God and the Church, and thus properly disposed to receive the Holy
Eucharist.”
After the Mass, Father Van
Kempen called the dedication “a
grand celebration. Music, prayer,
tradition — it was truly a grand evening.” Nearly 250 people were present at the dedication and were invited
to Annunciation Hall for food and
friendship following the Mass.

FORT WAYNE — Beginning
in July 2015, Catholic
Charities’ Villa of the Woods
Senior Residential Living will
become part of the Saint Anne
Communities, creating a partnership that will further the faithbased missions of both organizations. Villa of the Woods is located at 5610 Noll Ave., while Saint
Anne Communities is located at
1900 Randallia Dr.
“It’s our intention to provide
a seamless transition for Villa
residents, and each individual
will continue to receive the same
high level of care,” says Catholic
Charities Executive Director Gloria
Whitcraft. “Staff members at Villa
of the Woods, in turn, will be given
the opportunity to remain on board
with Saint Anne Communities at the
Villa location.
“It’s been an honor and a joy
for those of us at Catholic Charities
to provide accommodations and
care at Villa of the Woods for
many years,” Whitcraft continues.
“During our strategic planning
process, however, we came to the
conclusion that what we do at Villa
of the Woods is a better fit for Saint
Anne’s mission, which is to provide
multiple living options and care to
older adults of all denominations.
“This is a success story, really,”
Whitcraft adds. “We’re so fortunate
to have an organization as fine as
Saint Anne ready to work with us
to enhance the lives of older adults,
and we’ll continue to provide our
support and be engaged during the
transition and beyond.”
Catholic Charities and Saint
Anne already share a common
bond, operating under the auspices
of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South

Bend. In fact, Saint Anne was once
under the Catholic Charities umbrella of programs and services.
“Catholic Charities and Saint
Anne are both solid organizations that pursue a similar mission,
so there is some overlap,” says
Saint Anne Administrator Dave
Deffenbaugh. “Catholic Charities
has done a wonderful job of serving
residents at Villa of the Woods for
more than three decades, but this
new collaboration — a winning
combination — really makes sense
for both our organizations and the
people we serve.
“First, this realignment will
enable Catholic Charities to focus
on what it does best,” Deffenbaugh
says. “And that’s to provide programs and services that have a positive impact in the lives of people of
all ages. Saint Anne, on the other
hand, will expand its presence and
its ability to provide living options
and elder care on another campus in
the southern part of the city. We’ll
now have a campus that’s closer to
the neighborhoods where additional
potential residents and their families
live. And we’ll continue to provide
the same high quality care at both
locations.”
Although there may be a name
change on the horizon for Villa of
the Woods, that’s a decision that
will be made further on during the
process. In the meantime, residents,
their families, and members of
staff at both Villa of the Woods
and Saint Anne are encouraged to
provide their input about this new
partnership. “We want to bring
everyone forward. We want them
to be fully engaged in the process,”
Deffenbaugh says.
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CCCC COUNSELING LLC

Catholic Therapy from Children to Adults
SPECIALTIES

June 28, 2015

CATHOLIC CHARITIES CELEBRATES WORLD REFUGEE DAY

•Anxiety and OCD Disorders •Panic Disorders
•Depression •Child/Adolescent Behavior Issues
•Relationship Issues •Substance Abuse
Stacie A. Kreiger, MA,LMHC
Licensed Mental Health Practitioner
Parishioner, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

OFFICE:10347 Dawson’s Creek Blvd., Suite E
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 PHONE: (260) 438-8907
EMAIL: stacie.kreiger@gmail.com

Most Insurances Accepted

Life l Health l Medicare l LLong-Term
ong--Term Ca
Care

healthmarkets.com/aherber
healthmarkets.com/
healthmark
ets.com/aherber
/aherber
C 260-452-8333
P 855-221-14
855-221-1466
66

Angela
A
Ange
ngela
ela H
Herber
erber

Licensed Insurance
I
Agent
HealthMark
ets Ins
surance Agency
HealthMarkets
Insurance

Parishioner: St. Joseph Hessen Cassel
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TM/NaProTECHNOLOGY

Creighton Model FertilityCare
Routine and high risk pregnancy care
Recurrent miscarriages
Comprehensive infertility care
VBAC
Routine gynecology care
daVinci® Robotic surgery

Our Providers
Christopher Stroud, M.D.
Lindsay Davidson, CNM

Marianne Stroud, CNM
Angela Beale Martin, M.D.

260-222-7401

www.fertilityandmidwifery.com
Parishioners: St. Vincent de Paul, Fort Wayne

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend hosted a celebration June
19 at the Archbishop Noll Catholic Center in Fort Wayne for World Refugee Day. The
celebration offered ethnic food, music, dance and talks from community leaders involved
with refugee resettlement and refugees themselves who shared their stories. The U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops states that refugees are individuals who have fled their
countries of origin and who meet the United Nations’ criteria of having a “well-founded
fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular
social group or political opinion.” Each year the President of the United States authorizes the admission of a certain number of refugees into the country. Catholic Charities’
Refugee Resettlement Director Nyein Chan reports that Catholic Charities assisted 278
refugees, mostly from Myanmar (Burma) in Fort Wayne from June 20, 2014 to June of
2015. Above, dancers perform a Karen dance celebrating the preparation of a meal consisting of fish paste, hot peppers and onions.

High-Efficiency Windows
12 months
0% Interest
Free in-home
estimate

Redeemer 95.7 FM - Hiring
Find the Listing Online:

Jim Bushey

RedeemerRadio.com
Save on your energy bills now and
let your windows pay for themselves later!

Jeff Bushey

With the high cost of today’s cooling and heating bills, our high efficiency vinyl windows pay
for themselves in practically no time at all!
And right now we’re offering zero percent down and 0% Interest for one full year. So you save
on your energy bills now, and let your windows pay for themselves later. What a concept!
Call today for a free estimate or call store for details.
Bushey’s will donate $50.00 to Catholic Charities for an order of five or more windows.

Find us on FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/diocesefwsb

260.456.1247
1701 Fairfield Avenue • Fort Wayne, Indiana
www.busheysfw.com

BRC- 126_2013 Todays Catholic ad.indd 1

Sunrooms • Room Additions • Decks
Pergolas • Interior Remodeling
Basement Finishing

1/15/13 3:35 PM
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Fortnight 2015:

Freedom to Bear Witness

T

he Fortnight for Freedom:
Freedom to Bear Witness
will take place from June
21 to July 4, a time when the
liturgical calendar celebrates
a series of great martyrs who
remained faithful in the face of
persecution by political power
— St. Thomas More and St.
John Fisher, St. John the Baptist,
Sts. Peter and Paul, and the First
Martyrs of the Church of Rome.
The theme of this year’s Fortnight
will focus on the “freedom to
bear witness” to the truth of the
Gospel.

ND project studies how Christian
communities respond to persecution
BY ANN CAREY

NOTRE DAME — Christians are
being persecuted today more than
members of any other faith, and
the University of Notre Dame’s
Center for Civil and Human
Rights has launched a project to
study how various Christian communities respond to persecution,
which ranges from harassment to
death.
Titled “Under Caesar’s
Sword,” the three-year global
research project has enlisted 15
of the world’s leading scholars of
Christianity to study 100 beleaguered Christian communities or
churches in 30 countries, including China, Indonesia, Nigeria,
Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Pakistan and
India.
Most of those scholars currently are on the ground in the
countries where travel is possible.
If visiting an area is too dangerous, the researcher will gather
information through contacts in
those countries, by interviewing
Christians who have fled the persecutions, and by working with
human rights organizations with
knowledge of the situation in a
particular place.
The scholars then will prepare
their findings to be discussed
at a major international conference in Rome Dec. 10-12, on the
50th anniversary of the Second
Vatican Council’s declaration on
religious freedom, “Dignitatis
Humanae.”
Notre Dame Professor Daniel
Philpott conceived the idea for
the project when he became
director of Notre Dame’s Center
for Civil and Human Rights in
January of 2014. Philpott is a fellow of the university’s Kellogg
Institute for International Studies
and a concurrent professor in the
law school.
Philpott told Today’s Catholic
that he wanted the center to be
involved in research on global
religious freedom, and he felt
more attention needed to be paid
to the persecution of Christians,
for people in the Western World
are not adequately aware of this
persecution.
He noted that Pope Francis
has spoken frequently about per-

secution of Christians, and he
cited the pope’s Easter Monday
address in which the pope asked
the international community not
to be “silent and inactive” in the
face of the “unacceptable crime”
of persecuting Christians.
While some good books had
been written on the topic, Philpott
said, nobody had yet studied the
whole range of how Christian
communities respond to persecution. That response could be varied, like the non-violent protests
in Poland led by Karol Wojtyla,
the future Pope John Paul II; or
complex diplomacy, as used by
Christian churches in China; or
simply fleeing the persecutors,
as have the surviving Christians
from Iraq.
“A lot of Christian communities who are persecuted can be
very isolated,” Philpott said,
“and if they had a broader global
understanding of the way that
other Christian communities
responded, that may give them
some inspiration and some vision,
as well.
“Also, it speaks to the part of
the world that wants to be in solidarity with persecuted Christians,
that might want to help them,
assist them, speak on their behalf.
If they can know how Christian
communities respond and how
they might respond, they would
be better able to support these
communities.”
Philpott already had a close
collaboration with the Religious
Freedom Project at the Berkley
Center for Religion, Peace and
World Affairs at Georgetown
University. The two centers
teamed up on the project and won
a $1.1 million grant from The
Templeton Religion Trust to carry
out the research. They procured
another $300,000 from smaller
sources.
The research scholars, all
experts in countries they study,
will try to answer three questions.
The first is: “What strategies do
Christian communities adopt
in response to persecution?”
Communities could use more
than one strategy, or adapt their
strategies over time, depending on
circumstances.
The second question is “Why
were these responses chosen?”

Answers to this question could
include factors like a community’s beliefs about justice, legitimate authority and the relationship of the state to religion.
The third question is: “What
outcomes have Christian communities’ responses to repression
brought about?” Philpott hopes
the answers to this question will
assist persecuted churches as
well as their outside supporters to
know what strategies would work
best for their particular circumstances.
“We’re looking at having this
kind of fresh, first-hand, systematic, comparative information,”
Philpott said. “It will be the first
global, systematic research on
what Christian communities do
when they are persecuted.”
An important part of the threeyear project is getting the results
of the research disseminated,
so several methods have been
planned to do this. The first is the
December conference in Rome,
at which the scholars will present
their findings publicly for the first
time. Philpott plans that several
high-level Church people from
around the world will attend and
speak about their own regions to
give a global perspective to the
meeting.
Other methods planned for
disseminating the research results
include an easily accessible
human rights report of the findings to be translated into four
languages and distributed around
the world and be made available
on the Internet; an edited volume
of scholarly essays in which the
researchers present their findings in their full academic rigor;
a documentary film that will
include interviews with Christians
in persecuted areas; and development of curricula for schools and
churches to educate people on the
topic.
Questions about the Rome
conference or other aspects of
the project may be directed to the
project manager Zahra Vieneuve
at zvieneuv@nd.edu.

Discrimination against
Catholic adoption services
Local Catholic Charities agencies around the country have long
provided adoption and foster care
services to the neediest children.
Catholic Charities agencies often
take on the most difficult placements, including older, abused
children and children with disabilities and special needs. When
placing children with couples,
Catholic Charities makes sure
those children enjoy the advantage of having a mom and a dad
who are married.
In 2006, Catholic Charities
of Boston, which had been one
of the nation’s oldest adoption
agencies, faced a very difficult
choice: violate its conscience,
or close its doors. In order to be
licensed by the state, Catholic
Charities of Boston would have
to obey state laws barring “sexual
orientation discrimination.” And
because marriage had been redefined in Massachusetts, Catholic
Charities could not simply limit
its placements to married couples.
Catholic leaders asked the state
legislature for a religious exemption but were refused. As a result,
Catholic Charities of Boston was
forced to shut down its adoption
services.
Later that year, Catholic
Charities, San Francisco, faced a
similar untenable choice and was
forced to end its adoption services
as well.
In Washington, D.C., Catholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of
Washington — which has provided support to children and
families for over 80 years — had
a partnership with the District
of Columbia for its foster care
and public adoption program.
However, in 2010, a law redefin-

ing legal marriage to include two
people of the same sex took effect
in the district. The district then
informed Catholic Charities that
it would no longer be an eligible
foster care and adoption partner.
Why? Because, as a Catholic
organization, Catholic Charities
was committed to placing children with married couples so that
each child would have the experience of a mother and a father.
In 2011, Catholic Charities
affiliates in Illinois closed down
instead of complying with a
new requirement that they can
no longer receive state money if
they refuse to place children with
persons in same-sex relationships as foster or adoptive parents. “In the name of tolerance,
we’re not being tolerated,” said
Bishop Thomas J. Paprocki of the
Diocese of Springfield, Illinois,
a civil and canon lawyer who
fought for Catholic Charities to
retain its religious freedom.
Legislation called the Child
Welfare Provider Inclusion Act
of 2015 (S. 667 / H.R. 1299) has
recently been introduced in both
Houses of Congress to try to remedy this problem and ensure that
no adoption agencies are excluded from serving the most vulnerable children in our society.
Is our most cherished freedom truly under threat? Among
many current challenges, several
state governments have sought to
trample on the conscience rights
of Catholic charitable service
providers. Religious liberty is
more than freedom of worship;
it includes our ability to make
our contribution to the common
good of all Americans without
having to compromise our faith.
Without religious liberty properly
understood, all Americans suffer,
including the neediest children
seeking adoptive and foster families.

Jesica L. Thorson
Attorney at Law

jlthorson@beersmallers.com
110 W. Berry St.
Suite 1100
Fort Wayne, IN 46802
Tel: 260.426.9706
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LAUDATO SI
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
While acknowledging science is
not the Catholic Church’s area of
expertise, Pope Francis says “a very
solid scientific consensus” points
to global warming and indicates
“human activity” has seriously contributed to it, threatening the planet
and all life on it.
Situating ecology firmly within
Catholic social teaching, Pope
Francis not only insists that wealthier nations — who contributed more
to despoiling the earth — must bear
more of the costs of remedying the
damage, he also calls for their solidarity with the poorest of the earth.
He urges generosity in transferring
clean technology, protecting small
farms, opening access to markets
and protecting people’s jobs.
Quoting St. John Paul II and
a constant theme of the Church’s
social doctrine, Pope Francis says
the Church recognizes the “legitimate right” to private property, but
that right is never “absolute or inviolable,” since the goods of the earth
were created to benefit all.
Regarding pollution and environmental destruction in general, he
says it is important to acknowledge
“the human origins of the ecological crisis,” and while ecology is not
only a religious concern, those who
believe in God should be especially
passionate on the subject because
they profess the divine origin of all
creation.
Pope Francis singles out for
special praise Orthodox Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew of
Constantinople, who has made
environmental theology a key topic
of his research and teaching since
the early 1990s. Before the encyclical’s release, the pope told a group
of priests that he had asked the
patriarch to join him for the public presentation of the encyclical,
but the patriarch had a scheduling
conflict and so sent one of his top
theologians, Metropolitan John of
Pergamon.
People are fooling themselves,

Pope Francis says in the document,
if they think “things do not look
that serious, and the planet could
continue as it is for some time.”
Such people in all honesty are giving themselves permission to carry
on with their current lifestyles and
habits; their attitude is “self-destructive,” he says.
In large sections of the encyclical, Pope Francis’ language is poetic, echoing the tone of St. Francis of
Assisi’s “Canticle of the Creatures,”
which is the source of the “laudato
si’” (praised be you) in the encyclical’s title. He quotes a large section
of the hymn of praise in a section
on the place of each creature in the
harmony of creation. The canticle
is most famous for its references to
“Brother Sun,” “Sister Moon” and
“our sister, Mother Earth.”
But, the pope says, “sister earth”
is crying out, “pleading that we take
another course” marked by healing
and protecting the earth and all its
inhabitants.
While Christians cannot “put all
living beings on the same level nor
... deprive human beings of their
unique worth and the tremendous
responsibility it entails,” St. Francis’
hymn expresses the truth that God is
creator of all things, that every part
of creation speaks of God’s love and
power and that every created being
is part of interdependent whole, the
pope writes.
“Everything is related,” the
pope says, “and we human beings
are united as brothers and sisters
on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven
together by the love God has for
each of His creatures and which
also unites us in fond affection with
brother sun, sister moon, brother
river and mother earth.”
In the document, Pope Francis
calls on national governments and
the leaders of international institutions to be serious and courageous
in adopting strict measures to slow
and reverse global warming, protect the rain forests and ensure the
availability of clean water for all.
Courage will be needed, he says,
to adopt policies that initially may
slow the pace of economic growth,
but which will be farsighted in
ensuring a future for their voters,
their voters’ grandchildren and all

Human life and dignity must remain
at the forefront of any consideration
of environmental questions.
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The English edition of Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment is pictured during a news conference at the
Vatican June 18. The encyclical is titled, “Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home.” At left is Cardinal Peter
Turkson, president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace.
humanity.
“We know that technology based
on the use of highly polluting fossil
fuels — especially coal, but also oil
and, to a lesser degree, gas — needs
to be progressively replaced without
delay,” he says.
But he also calls on every
Catholic and all people of good will
to do their part by, for example,
using only non-polluting detergents,
recycling paper, using public transportation and putting on a sweater
instead of raising the heat in the
winter.
And he urges Catholics to return
to the practice of saying grace
before meals, a habit that reminds
them regularly that the food they are
about to eat is a gift that comes from
the earth and from God.
At the end of the document,
Pope Francis offers two prayers he
composed himself: “A Prayer for
Our Earth” and “A Christian Prayer
in Union with Creation.”
The first prayer includes asking
God to “bring healing to our lives

that we may protect the world and
not prey on it, that we may sow
beauty, not pollution and destruction.”
The second prayer includes the
petition, “O Lord, seize us with
Your power and light, help us to
protect all life, to prepare for a better future, for the coming of Your
kingdom of justice, peace, love and
beauty.”
In the encyclical, Pope Francis
urges Catholics to cultivate simplicity; it is good for the soul and for the
planet, he says. “A constant flood of
new consumer goods can baffle the
heart and prevent us from cherishing
each thing and each moment,” the
pope writes.
The encyclical presents the
vision of an “integral ecology” that
highlights not only the interconnectedness of all created life, but recognizes how political, economic, social
and religious values and decisions
are interrelated and impact the way
people live with one another on the
planet and use its resources.

Stewardship is the appropriate
model for human care for
the environment.

“A sense of deep communion
with the rest of nature cannot be real
if our hearts lack tenderness, compassion and concern for our fellow
human beings,” Pope Francis insists.
For example, he says, “it is
clearly inconsistent to combat trafficking in endangered species while
remaining completely indifferent
to human trafficking, unconcerned
about the poor, or undertaking
to destroy another human being
deemed unwanted.”
“Everything is connected,” the
pope writes. “Concern for the environment thus needs to be joined to
a sincere love for our fellow human
beings and an unwavering commitment to resolving the problems of
society.”
Print copies of “Laudato Si’”
in Origins, CNS Documentary
Service, will be available for
shipping June 22. To order individual copies for $8, call 202541-3290. Bulk discounts apply.

Obligations to future generations
must influence environmental
decision-making.

CATHOLIC TEACHING ON THE ENVIRONMENT AT A GLANCE
In the spirit of subsidiarity,
environmental decision-making must
be made at the appropriate level.

The right to private property and the mandate
to use property for the common good must
both be respected in environmental policies.

Sources: Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church; Lucia A. Silecchia, “Environmental Ethics from the Perspectives of NEPA and
Catholic Social Teaching: Ecological Guidance for the 21st Century,” William and Mary Environmental Law and Policy Review, 2004

Environmental concerns are also
moral concerns which require radical
rethinking of the consumer culture.

© 2015 CNS Graphics
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Patriotic concert set July 1
FORT WAYNE — The Immaculate
Conception Cathedral Choir will
present their annual patriotic concert, Wednesday, July 1, at 7 p.m.
The program this year will present works of Randall Thompson, as
well as American composers René
Clausen and Michael John Trotta,
and the Wilhousky arrangement of
the “Battle Hymn of the Republic.”
Those gathered will sing an armed
forces salute, continuing the tradition of audience members who have
served in the military standing when
their anthem is played.
Once again, the cathedral will
feature the Farmland Jazz Band.
This local group performs improvisational jazz, drawing on the repertoires of various styles including
New Orleans and Dixieland.
The Cathedral Choir is under
the direction of cathedral musician
Michael Dulac with accompanist
Kathy Miller and the Cathedral
Brass Ensemble. As always there
is free parking in the cathedral lots,
free admission and free ice cream
on the Cathedral Plaza following the
concert. For more information call
the cathedral at 260-424-1485.
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Around the Diocese
ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON STUDENTS ENJOY CAMP INVENTION

St. Jude team takes 11th
place at DI global finals
FORT WAYNE — St. Jude’s
team Shenanigan placed 11th over
41 teams that competed in their
Fine Arts Challenge and Level
at the Destination Imagination
Global Finals held in Tennessee
where they competed against
teams from Poland, South Korea,
China, Qatar and numerous teams
from all over the United States.
The Fort Wayne St. Jude team
members enjoyed the activities offered, including the Expo,
NASA Space Camp workshops,
Journey to Mars interactive exhibit, sound effects workshop, script
and songwriting workshop, electricity and circuits workshop and
pin trading, among others.

Bishop Luers students
attend IHSAA Leadership
Conference
FORT WAYNE —Bishop Luers
High School sent Aspen Hill, Joe
Parnin, Jackie Savieo, Kennedy
Brough, Olivia Koob, James Sturm,
Christian Ulman, Grace Everett,
Emma Eckert, Carolina Garcia,
Megan Gilpin, Jordan Turpchinoff
and Emily McManus to the 12th
annual Indiana High School Athletic
Association (IHSAA) Student
Leadership Conference at Plainfield
High School on June 23. These individuals were nominated by their head
coach with approval from the athletic
director and principal.
While at the Student Leadership
Conference, individuals had the
opportunity to hear from more than 40
speakers on topics such as leadership,
sportsmanship, commitment and team
building. The Bishop Luers studentathletes interacted with fellow athletes
from across the state of Indiana and
brought newfound information back
to share with their teammates. More
than 1,000 students and 110 schools
attend this conference every year.

P ROVIDED B Y S T. E LI Z A B E TH A N N S E TON S CHOOL

Twenty-five students from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School participated in Camp
Invention, a day camp dedicated to fostering the skills in children necessary to become
inventors, from June 8-12. Sponsored by the National Inventors Hall of Fame and hosted
by St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School, 25 first through sixth graders spent a week using their
imaginations, problem solving and using recyclable household items to create group and
individual inventions. The camp ended with an Inventor’s Showcase where the young
inventors proudly showed their inventions to family and friends. Camp Invention was
directed by Jamie Black with the camp’s modules taught by St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
School teachers Nancy Laudeman and Sarah Darling. Above, Hunter Kaminskas explains
his inventions at Camp Invention to family and friends.

Bail Scholarship recipients Don and Lou Rayne
named
Scheiber Family
FORT WAYNE — Bishop Luers Scholarships awarded
High School alumnus, Rick Bail,
Class of 1973, has established the
Philip G. Bail Sr. and Katherine
D. Bail Ambassador Scholarships
to honor his parents. The meritbased scholarship is awarded to
a male and female junior student
who possesses exuberant, inclusive personalities, outstanding
moral character, demonstrated
leadership in extracurricular activities (at Bishop Luers and/or in the
greater Fort Wayne community)
and who best exemplifies demonstrated excellence in academic
performance, intellectual curiosity and academic inquisitiveness.
These students represent the best
of Bishop Luers. Grace Everett
and Michael Palmer are the recipients for 2014-2015. These two
juniors were recently awarded
$3,000 each to use towards their
senior tuition.

HUNTINGTON
—
The
Huntington County Community
Foundation has announced that
Lucas Brown, Anastascia Eckert,
Matthew Hunt, Courtney Scher
and Corrine Zay have been awarded 2015 Donald E. and Lou Rayne
Scheiber Catholic Education
scholarships.
Brown, a graduating senior
from Canterbury High School,
will be attending Carleton College
majoring in computer science. He
is the son of Yvonne and Jeffrey
Brown of Huntington.
Eckert, a graduating senior
from Huntington North, will be
attending Ohio State University
majoring in either pre-vet or premed. Her parents are Maria and
Todd Eckert of Huntington.
Hunt, a graduating senior from
Huntington North, will be major-

ing in computer science with
the goal of a career in computer programming. He is the son
of Lisa and Christopher Hunt of
Huntington.
Scher, also a graduating
senior from Huntington North,
will be attending South Eastern
University majoring in pre-med.
She is the daughter of Christi and
Kevin Scher of Huntington.
Zay, a graduating senior from
Bishop Luers, will be attending
Ave Maria University in Florida
majoring in nursing with a minor
in politics. She is the daughter of
Cindy and Andy Zay.
The Scheiber Huntington
Catholic School Fund, which was
created in 1997 by Donald E. and
Lou Rayne Scheiber, was modified in 2012 and renamed to allow
also for the awarding of scholarships. This new purpose is to promote educational opportunities for
Huntington County students who
are members of three Catholic
parishes: St. Mary, St. Joseph,

7
Roanoke, and Ss. Peter and Paul.
For more information visit
www.huntingtonccf.org.

John Joseph Sigstein
Foundation grant
deadline July 1
HUNTINGTON — The deadline for
applying for 2015 grants from the
John Joseph Sigstein Foundation is
July 1.
From their founding in 1922 by
Father John Joseph Sigstein, Our
Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters
have been dedicated to living the
mission of Jesus. They proclaim the
Word of God, foster justice, stand in
solidarity with those living in poverty and oppression, and promote the
development of leaders. The John
Joseph Sigstein Foundation was created to offer grants to organizations
that will extend their approach to
mission.
The grant process for 2015 is
underway and applications are currently being accepted. Organizations
applying for a grant must have 501(c)
(3), or equivalent, status and be geared
toward effecting systemic change.
Characteristics on which programs
eligibility for funding will be judged
include: promoting justice for those
living in poverty and oppression;
empowering persons to contribute to
a more just and peaceful society;
protecting and sustaining the environment, God’s creation; and contributing to the well-being of families.
Grant applications are available
for download at www.olvm.org/jjsfoundation. For more information,
check the website or contact the foundation by email at jjsfoundation@
olvm.org, or by regular mail at John
Joseph Sigstein Foundation, P.O. Box
109, Huntington, IN 46750-0109.

Mayo scholarships from
Knights, Nun Run funds
HUNTINGTON — Corinne Zay,
Anastascia Eckert and Olivia Woolard
have been awarded Rob Mayo scholarships funded by the Huntington
Council of the Knights of Columbus
and the Nun Run and Brother Boogie.
Zay, a 2015 graduate of Bishop
Luers High School, is the daughter of
Andy and Cindy Zay, of Huntington.
She plans to study nursing and politics at Ave Maria University in Ave
Maria, Florida.
Eckert is the daughter of Todd
and Mara Eckert of Huntington and
a 2015 graduate of Huntington North
High School. She plans to attend
Ohio State University to study preveterinary medicine.
Woolard, a 2015 graduate of
Huntington North High School, is
the daughter of Jason and Angela
Woolard. She plans to study music
education at Ball State University.
The three scholarships totaled
$1,250. They are presented in memory of Rob Mayo, who served as
property manager of St. Felix oratory
in Huntington, and as leader of the
Catholics In Action youth group until
his death in 2012.
Students who graduated from an
accredited high school in 2015 and
plan to attend an accredited public
or private university this fall were
eligible to apply.
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Flag football game offers life-changing impact at St. Augustine Parish
first RCIA class still play; a few
are young adults now,” Deacon
Tardy said. “Even though some
drift away from Church during the
year, they always start coming back
for football practice and the game.
The youngest participant this year is
nine, so we have a mix of ages.”
“It’s like the gift that keeps on
giving,” Deacon Tardy said, “The
game brings them back to Church
each year and the game brings in
new youth and adults each year.”
Deacon Tardy appreciates the
chance to have one-on-one time
with kids through this program. Car
rides to practice offer a chance to
talk about future goals and plans,
ways to overcome adversity and
ways to integrate God into daily
life.
“We hope they realize they can
have fun through Church,” the dea-

BY LISA KOCHANOWSKI

SOUTH BEND — It started as
a small Nerf ball tradition pulled
from Deacon Mel Tardy’s trunk
after youth ministry classes and has
become a life-changing tradition
for males — young and old — in
Michiana. A great youth ministry
class session meant the young boys
could get the football out and play
on the church field. As the boys
became teens, the interest in playing
football continued and a tradition
was born.
On Father’s Day this year —
and for the past seven years —
the St. Augustine Parish Youth
Ministry Program hosted a boys
vs. men Father’s Day flag football
game with the goal of raising funds
for the youth ministry, creating fellowship among generations, giving
youth guidance and having some
pigskin fun.
The mission of St. Augustine
Youth Ministry is to serve the needs
of youth and their families within
the parish and neighborhood; to
involve youth in Church life; to
develop youth leaders; to evangelize and catechize interested youth;
to advocate for youth; to create
awareness of Catholic opportunities and resources for youth; to help
families develop youth into responsible, Christian adults, according
to Deacon Mel Tardy, the St.
Augustine youth minister.
The Father’s Day football game
started as a service project for the
first youth RCIA class in 2007.
The youth became involved in the
parish via neighborhood outreach
activities such as Summer Movie
Night, Monthly Teen Ministry and
Wednesday Youth Ministry.
“This led several of them to
begin attending Mass, and that culminated into a large RCIA class of
youth/teens,” Deacon Tardy said.
“At that point, all of them were
African American and male. Many
were the first to become Catholic
in their families, which presented
several challenges for maintaining
their faith.”

P HOTOS BY LISA KOCHANOWSKI

The group huddles before scrimmage in preparation for the Boys vs.
Men Father’s Day Flag Football Game sponsored by the St. Augustine
Parish, South Bend, youth ministry.
“For them, we created several
new programs that benefited the
parish, such as a youth choir and
an African drum group,” Deacon
Tardy said. “As they became older,
they created their own activities,
such as First Friday teen game
night. But the annual football game
is probably their favorite event,
especially since a rivalry has developed between the boys (now teens)
and the adult men.”
Deacon Tardy coaches the
men’s team, and the deacon’s son,
Trevor Doakes, coaches the boys’
team. Teams get in about eight
practices before the big game, and
attendance at practice is mandatory to play in the game. Each
player gets a T-shirt with the logo
St. Augustine’s “Crew Saders”
on the front and their name on the
back. The logo, created by the kids
seven years ago, remains the same
each year except for a T-shirt color
change each year.
The game was held at Father
Walter Bly Field at Leighton
Stadium at Saint Joseph High
School. Tickets sold for $5 each

9-Day Novena to Pray
For the Beatification of
Venerable Solanus Casey

To Honor the 58th Anniversary of His Death
St. Bonaventure Monastery, 1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit MI 48207
Please join your prayers with
ours for a Novena of Masses
July 23-31. If you are unable to
attend in person, we invite you to
pray with us privately each day
at a special time or place, even
by phone with a friend. Novena
prayers include Litany of the
Blessed Virgin Mary followed by
the Prayer for Beatification.
For Info or Prayer Leaflets:
Fr. Solanus Guild
(313) 579-2100 Ext 140
solanusguild@thecapuchins.org

www.solanuscasey.org

and included admission, a hot dog,
drink and a cookie. Each year the
group gets an event sponsor, and
this year’s event sponsor was the
Deb Childs Agency.
“We started doing the game
on Father’s Day because many of
the young men don’t have positive
relationships with their fathers. So
this provides a positive memory
for them on Father’s Day,” Deacon
Tardy noted. “They feel good that
some family members come out to
watch them play. Roughly half of
the young men are parishioners, but
we allow them to invite friends to
play too. This makes it more fun
for them, plus some of their friends
start getting involved in youth ministry.”
“Most of the boys from that

Coach Trevor Doakes, left, and
player James Taylor go over a running route. James Taylor has been
part of the game all seven years.

THE GALLEY

Famous Fish & Seafood
Chicken & Steaks • Banquet Facilities
Set Sail Soon!
We now have served over

3,000,000 lbs. of our
FAMOUS FISH!
Celebrating our 37th Anniversary!
622 North 13th Street • Decatur • (260) 724-8181
www.thegalleydecatur.com

con said. “We pray as community
at every practice about what concerns them. We talk about life skills
that will help them.”
The main theme of this year’s
event was “End the Violence.”
Deacon Tardy said the kids witness
violence all the time. Some have
been bullied at school or home. The
program tries to encourage kids to
keep their grades up so they can get
involved in organized sports.
“One challenge we have with the
game is that many of their fathers
aren’t around to play in the game
so we recruit positive men from the
parish, from Notre Dame, through
word of mouth. We appreciate these
men so much,” Deacon Tardy said.
“It’s a big deal to spend Father’s
Day with young men who aren’t
your sons; but these men do it every
year.”
The boys and men held some
joint practices this year to develop
interaction. Deacon Tardy said,
“We hope it breaks down generational divides so they can develop
positive relationships with men.”
And the deacon hopes the event
inspires more men to get involved
as mentors and youth ministers.
“Someone who can throw footballs
with young men, but then also pray
with them and encourage them is
such a positive moment,” he said.
“We need to get youth away
from violence and into relationships
with God and the Church,” Deacon
Tardy advised. “The only way to
do this is through creative, positive
ministry alternatives and by developing relationships with our youth
and their families.”
The first game was held in the
afternoon after a rainy morning.
Visitors were asked to bring chairs
to the soggy field and nothing filled
Deacon Tardy’s heart more than
seeing a sideline full of people
cheering on the teams.
“Strong support is what keeps
the kids coming back each year
to be part of such a wonderful
moment,” Deacon Tardy noted.
“We hope it boosts their selfesteem, fosters community,” he said,
“let’s them know they can make a
difference and reinforces the good
values that are already inherent
within each of them.”
“We hope this becomes a positive
Father’s Day memory that encourages them later in life to spend time
with their sons (and other people’s
sons) when they become fathers,”
concluded Deacon Tardy.

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control...”
These words from Galatians capture
the character of our beloved pastor

FATHER JOHN F. PFISTER
to whom we prayerfully wish God’s
continued blessings in his retirement.
The staff and parishioners of
St. Mary Church - Huntington
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SALT ministry flavors married life for couples at St. Vincent de Paul
BY KAY COZAD

FORT WAYNE — A new ministry at St. Vincent de Paul Parish
in Fort Wayne is bringing married couples together for fun and
fellowship. A simple ministry to
start and maintain, said founder
Cindy Black, SALT — Savoring
A Lifetime Together, is meant
to season the marriages of the
couples that attend. “Salt is a
preservative. So our hope is that
these date nights will help preserve these marriages, so that as
couples we can be salt and light
to the world,” said Black.
Couples married for any
length of time are welcome to the
bimonthly events at St. Vincent’s
Life Center. Free childcare, a necessary service for some who may
otherwise be unable to attend, is
provided by teens of the parish
and held at a different site on the
church campus. Each event brings
the couples together for food and
beverages, a themed talk presented by a variety of speakers, table
sharing with discussion questions
and built-in couples’ face-to-face
time for personal sharing.
“We want these date nights to
be focused on the couples, not the
kids,” said Black. The evening
always concludes with a prayer.
Inspired by a radio show
illustrating the need for marriage
support, and with defense of marriage in the news, Black began
to form the idea of a mission for
her church. Then, she said, on the
feast of the Holy Family in 2014,
Father Andrew Budzinski, then
parochial vicar of St. Vincent
de Paul Parish, who supports
fostering holy marriages, during
his homily asked newly married
and long-time married couples to
stand, and exhorted the congregation to find ways to help other
married couples get from their
newlywed days to celebrating
many years of marriage.
Taking his words to heart,
Black wrote a proposal for the
SALT ministry that was imme-

P HOTOS P ROV I DE D B Y CI N DY B LA CK

Married couples gathered to renew their vows at the third SALT, Savoring A Lifetime Together, event held at St.
Vincent de Paul Parish in Fort Wayne on June 13. SALT is a ministry offering fun date nights to foster healthy
marriages.
diately approved by Father Dan
Scheidt, pastor of St. Vincent,
and a bulletin ad was published
calling for assistance. “I didn’t
know what to expect,” Black
said, and was amazed when seven
creative couples stepped forward,
with two more couples joining
later, who have settled into specific roles that utilize each skill
and talent they have to offer.
The SALT core team has
hosted three couples’ events to
date with plans for many more
to come, with some proposed
themes of communication, intimacy and the five love languages.
Father Scheidt introduced the
concept of SALT at the first event
that drew in 45 couples with marriages ranging from one to 40 years.
At the conclusion of the evening,
each couple was given a jar of salt
blessed by their pastor to take home
as a reminder of the importance of
keeping their marriage fresh.
Ed and Amber said of the first
event, “We had a blast last night.
... We had no idea going in what
to expect. To be honest it was

the last thing either of us wanted
to do on a Saturday night. It was
quickly apparent that is exactly
where God wanted us to be.”
Another couple, currently
empty-nesters, met a younger
couple at their table and are now

bonded in friendship and babysitting for their children, a gift for
both couples as their grandchildren live out of town.
The second event, hosting 58
couples, offered a talk on gender
differences garnering nods of

assent from the attending husbands and wives. And of course,
humor was an essential part of
each evening. “We just had fun,”
said Black, “I want people to
know this is the Catholic Church
just being human together.”
Several of the couples are of
mixed religions and others are
inviting non-Catholic friends to
the events that are bearing great
fruit for the New Evangelization
effort by the Church. “We have
marriage prep before you get
married but there’s not anything
specific until Baptism prep,
unless a couple’s having problems. So this is a way to enrich
marriages,” Black reported, adding that this proactive approach
acknowledges that no marriage is
easy and that that’s okay.
The most recent SALT date
night, a marriage vow renewal
ceremony, was held in the church,
attended by 72 couples, one of
whom marked their 63rd year of
marriage this year. A wedding
reception with champagne and
dancing was held following the
blessing by Father Scheidt.
One couple said, “As Frank
and I reflected on our evening,
we came to the conclusion that
renewing our vows was very
special, mainly because we have
been married 20 years and we
have the experience of — in sickness and in health, richer and
poorer, etc. When we said ‘I do’
20 years ago we didn’t have these
experiences together.”
Black and her dedicated core
team are excited that three parishes, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and
St. Jude in Fort Wayne, and St.
Mary, Decatur, are in the process
of initiating the SALT date night
and Black invites all diocesan
parishes to contact her at cblack@
diocesefwsb.org or 260-422-4611,
for more information on how to
start their own parish SALT date
nights for married couples.
“It’s been a fun and simple ministry to put together,” said Black,
“and it’s bearing great fruit!”

Christ the King honors Father Wack, Pat Blair
SOUTH BEND — Christ the King
Catholic School in South Bend recognized Pat Blair and Holy Cross
Father Neil Wack on June 8 for
their years of service.
Blair began her career teaching
in Catholic schools in California for
20 years before moving to South
Bend, where she has spent the past
22 years teaching at Christ the King
Catholic School. During this time
she has inspired, loved and been an
outstanding Catholic role model for
approximately 1,500 children, as
well as an exceptional teacher.
“Over the years Blair’s students
keep coming back to see her so they
can catch up and see what she has
been up to,” said Christ the King
Principal Stephen Hoffman. “This
shows how much the students care
and love her.”
Father Wack has been a pastor

at Christ the King Parish for the last
10 years. Father Wack graduated
from Christ the King School, so this
seems like home to him. He has
made a lasting impact on the Christ
the King Parish and School by redoing the pews, installing stained glass
windows, and even working to construct a new playground.
“Father Wack has served us,
taught us to listen to Jesus and
inspired us to come closer to God
every day,” said Hoffman.
In honor of Father Wack and
Blair’s years of loving service at
Christ the King, the parish has dedicated two inscribed benches to be
placed by the playground and the
outdoor Stations of the Cross.
“May God walk with both of
them as they leave Christ the King,”
Hoffman noted.

Clearance Sale!

NOW thru JULY 31st
•40% Off all Lent/Easter items
•40% Off Confirmation and
First Communion items
•40% Off Calendars
AND MUCH MORE!
COUPON (One Coupon per Customer)

20% OFF 1 Reg. Priced Item
STEP HEN HOFFM AN

Holy Cross Father Neil Wack stands
with Pat Blair and her husband as
they are honored by the Christ the
King community June 8.

(Exp. July 31, 2015)

FREE
PARKING
in our
garage!

We will be CLOSED for inventory July 1 - 4
915 S. Clinton - Fort Wayne 46802 • 399-1442
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St. Patrick’s celebrates 125 years in Fort Wayne
BY MARK WEBER

FORT WAYNE — Just as
Ireland’s patron saint used the
shamrock to symbolize the
Trinity, the trefoil at St. Patrick’s
Church in Fort Wayne represents the unity of three cultures;
Vietnamese, Latino and English,
blended in worship and bound
by a common need for spiritual
nourishment.
At St. Patrick’s 125 years
ago, brass plates with numerals
appeared on each pew signifying
family membership — O’Brian,
O’Connor, O’Hara, O’Malley.
From the front row to the back,
the list read like the manifest
of a ship bound from Belfast to
Boston.
Not so today. On
any Sunday, Harrison
Street strollers hear
three different types
of music coming from
the church; at
9 a.m., an all
American “Holy
God We Praise
Thy Name” is
heard. Ninety minutes later, the nearly
hypnotic Vietnamese
chant, a sound that virtually
floats on the air ... and at 12:30
p.m., sounds of Mariachi strings
and brass in the choir loft fill a
packed church.
Do these three radically different ethnic sounds represent
conflict or division? Quite the
opposite; they represent the
universal Church; God’s love
and love for God all coming out
of one house of worship on the
same day.
Achieving harmony has been
gradual, beginning in the 1990s
when the staccato sounds of the
Vietnamese language were first
heard at St. Patrick’s in liturgy
celebrated by Father Mark Thanh
Tran, a modern day circuit rider
from Indianapolis; here at the
request of Father Jim Koons.
Eventually a regular schedule
was established and Holy Cross
Father Martin Lam Nguyen,
who made the trip from Notre
Dame for the next eight years,
celebrated monthly Masses
in Vietnamese. It was Father
Martin, who after doing his
homework, suggested to Bishop
John M. D’Arcy that the Divine
Word Missionaries could possibly send a Vietnamese priest
to be in residence at St. Patrick
and the word was made flesh
with the arrival of Divine Word
Missionary Father Chau Pham,
as an associate and eventually,
pastor. Other multilingual Divine
Word priests joined the staff and
in 2007 became official administrators of the parish.
The inclusion of the Latino
community was planned and
programmed. With the sup-
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Concelebrants for the trilingual Mass observing the 125th anniversary of St Patrick Parish,
Fort Wayne, from left, included Father Tom Ascheman, former parochial vicar, Father
Glenn Kohrman, former pastor, Father Vincente Domminguez, parochial vicar, Bishop Kevin
C. Rhoades, Father Andrew Thu Pham, pastor, Holy Cross Father Martin Lam Nguyen and
Spiritan Father Eamonn Mulcahy, Bishop Rhoades’ guest from Ireland.
pression of St. Paul Catholic
Parish, which was predominately
Hispanic, the doors of St. Patrick
Church opened wide to welcome
the new parishioners on June
29, 2003. It was the feast day of
Sts. Peter and Paul and a festive
spirit prevailed with a procession
of St. Paul’s parishioners featuring costumed Mexican dancers
and musicians led by their pastor
Father Angel Valdez bearing the
Blessed Sacrament. They paraded
the streets of Fort Wayne holding aloft a statue of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. At the intersection
of Grand and Harrison stood
Bishop D’Arcy vested with crozier accompanied by St. Patrick’s
parishioners who ceremoniously
joined the march and proceeded
south on Harrison Street to St.
Patrick’s for a noon Mass.
At St. Patrick’s today, the
corporal works of mercy are
evident in the form of a Food
Pantry and the Clinica Madre de
Dios where free medical assistance and medicine is available
mainly for low-income Spanish
speaking patients. But others in
need are also served.
The Food Pantry, one of
27 in the Associated Churches
system, is open on Monday
and Wednesday mornings from
9-10:45 a.m. serving about 40
families per week. A typical
family package includes canned
goods, pasta, peanut butter, toilet
paper, margarine, cheese, hot
dogs and bread.
Parishioners of St. Patrick
Parish have much to say of the
unique faith family there.
Donna Brooke said, “I have
been a parishioner since 1995

A RCHI V E P HOTO

June 29, 2003 — The doors of St. Patrick’s opened wide to welcome
members of the Hispanic St. Paul’s community as the two parishes were
ceremoniously merged in a noon Mass with Bishop John M. D’Arcy as
main celebrant.

and have grown to love the
diversity and strong faith that is
present between the many cultures in our parishioner base. We
treat one another as family and
thank God for the opportunity to
worship and grow as a parish.”
“Since joining St. Patrick’s
and making it my home, I have
had the opportunity to personally know, love and respect over
25 priests who have spent time
ministering to our parishioners,”
Brooke said. “What a joy it
has been for me to make the
acquaintance of these fine presbyters. They truly have made St.
Patrick’s a family.”
Paul Offerle spoke of the
diversity of worship, “When I
was 8 or 9 years old, my dad
took my brothers and me on a
fishing trip in Canada. When
we attended Mass on Sunday,
the entire Mass was in French. I
didn’t understand a word but was
amazed at how I could follow
along. The fact that we could be
a thousand miles from home and
yet the Mass was the same was
my first experience with the universality of our faith. I just love
that the Mass is the same everywhere in the world.”
He continued, “At St.
Patrick’s, I am reminded of those
events seen in St. Peter’s Square
with people from every place on
earth gathered together. I was
told we have parishioners from
over 32 countries. I can attend
Mass in English, Vietnamese,
Spanish, or all three in one of our
special trilingual Masses. Special
traditions such as Condolences
to Mary on Good Friday evening
and Lunar New Years are just
two of many that I have been
able to share in.”
Phil Dwire, Jr. added, “Over
the last two decades our parish
here at St. Patrick’s has seen a
huge population shift from primarily English to Spanish and
Vietnamese. With this change,
would our beautiful, historic parish survive such a transition? At
about this time St. Patrick’s rallied around a slogan created by a
former pastor, Father Jim Koons
that read, ‘Where the people are
even more beautiful than our
historic church.’ You’ll notice it
doesn’t say anything about diversity or nationalities. It just says
people. Just words you might say,
but our Divine Word priests have
taken on and weathered a massive task of blending our three
cultures at St. Patrick’s, in order
that its parishioners, its people,
can practice their Catholic faith as
one community. Today, the faces
may be different, the language
may be different, the food at our
annual picnic may be different,
but always you can say this about
St. Patrick’s; the people are even
more beautiful than our historic
church. Happy 125th dear old St.
Patrick’s!”
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Through the years
• October 1889 — Father Thomas O’Leary, age 35, appointed as first pastor of St.
Patrick Parish by Bishop Joseph Dwenger
• Oct. 24, 1889 — Father O’Leary dies of acute appendicitis
• Nov. 5, 1889 — Father Joseph F. Delaney appointed pastor of St. Patrick Parish
by Bishop Dwenger
• April 1, 1890 — Ground broken for new St. Patrick Church
• May 20, 1890 — Cornerstone blessed by Bishop Dwenger
• Autumn 1891 — New St. Patrick Church completed
• 1891 — Father Delaney builds first real parochial school at the corner of Webster
and DeWald streets
• 1891— Sisters of Providence come to St. Patrick Parish
• Nov. 22, 1891 — Church dedicated by Very Reverend Joseph Brammer, vicar general of the Diocese of Fort Wayne (Bishop Dwenger seriously ill at the time)
• April 27, 1893 — Parish is now debt-free. Bishop Herman J. Alerding bestows
upon the church the honor of Consecration making it the first church in Fort
Wayne to receive this privilege
• 1901 — Father Delaney builds St. Catherine’s Academy, a commercial and high
school course for girls
• 1910 — Construction of Lyceum begins
• 1917 — Construction of new school facing Butler Street begins. Completed in
September of 1918, it has 16 classrooms, 639 students in grades 1-8
• 1929 — Msgr. Delaney builds convent facing Webster Street for 26 Sisters of
Providence
• Jan. 25, 1935 — Father Delaney dies after serving St. Patrick’s for 46 years
• January 1935 — Bishop John F. Noll appoints Father Dennis Lawrence Monahan
pastor of St. Patrick
• 1938 — St. Catherine’s Academy closes in favor of new Central Catholic High
School
The interior of St. Patrick Church as it is today.

• 1940 — Golden jubilee of parish observed
• March 25, 1962 — Msgr. Monahan dies after serving 27 years as pastor

St. Patrick pastors
• 1889 — Father Thomas O’Leary
• 1889-1935 — Msgr. Joseph Delaney
• 1935-1962 — Msgr. Dennis Monahan
• 1962-1971 — Father Edward Miller
• 1971-1974 — Father Vernon Rosenthal
• 1974-1975 — Father Robert Hammond
• 1975-1981 — Father Raymond Balzer
• 1981-1983 — Father Thomas Doriot
• 1983-1991 — Father Richard Hire
• 1991-1998 — Father James Koons
• 1998-2001 — Father Glenn Kohrman
• 2001-2003 — Father Jeffery Largent
• 2003-2004 — Father Angel Valdez
• 2004-2005 — Msgr. Wm. Lester, Administrator
• 2005-2006 — Father Jack Overmyer
• 2006-2007 — Father Tim Wrozek, Administrator
• 2007-2011 — Father Chau Pham, SVD
• 2011-present — Father Thu Pham, SVD

• 1965 — Diamond jubilee observed
• 1990 — Monthly Masses in Vietnamese begin at St. Patrick, Food Pantry established
• July 1993 — Grade school closes
• 1995 — Convent razed
Holy Cross Father Martin Lam
Nguyen came from the University
of Notre Dame once a month
for eight years to say Mass at
St. Patrick’s for the Vietnamese.
It was Father Martin who suggested to Bishop John M. D’Arcy
that the Divine Word Missionaries
might provide a Vietnamese priest
who could be in residence at St.
Patrick’s.

• June 29, 2003 — St. Paul Catholic Church parishioners process to St. Patrick’s
and the two congregations are officially merged
• 2007 — Divine Word Missionaries assume administration of St. Patrick Parish
• 2010 — The Clinica Madre de Dios established in former school
• June 14, 2015 — Parish celebrates 125th anniversary
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Meeting half way — St. Paul parishioners, led by their pastor, paused
at the corner of Harrison and Grant streets where they were met by
Bishop John M. D’Arcy and representatives of St. Patrick Parish on
June 29, 2003.

Parishioners gather at the steps
of St. Patrick’s following a Mass
celebrating the 125th anniversary
of the parish on June 14. Food and
more festivities followed throughout
the day.

Father Thomas O’Leary back in
1889, who died at the age of 35, just
three months after he was appointed
pastor. He was followed by Msgr.
Joseph Delaney, who built this
beautiful church, and served here
as pastor for 45 years. We give
thanks to God for all the dedicated
priests who have served here at St.
Patrick’s the past 125 years. We
thank God also for all the religious
sisters, the Sisters of Providence,
who taught in St. Patrick School
for so many years and also at the
Catholic high school for girls that
was here — St. Catherine Academy.
And we thank God for all the
parishioners who have gone before
us, men and women of deep faith
who built and served this parish
with love. Many have appeared
before the judgment seat of Christ,
as St. Paul said. We pray that the
Lord in His mercy welcomes them
into His Kingdom.”
The bishop, referring again to the
day’s Gospel, said, “We learn from
the parable of the mustard seed that
God can use small things to do great
works. We should never think we
are too insignificant, too weak, or
too flawed to be part of God’s plan.”
“So as we remember and celebrate the past today,” Bishop
Rhoades said, “we also look to
the present and the future. I pray
that you will be inspired today to
continue to walk by faith and to
spread Christ’s love in this community. I especially encourage

your witness of Christ’s love in
service of the poor, the needy,
the sick and the suffering. The
Church also needs your courageous witness to the Gospel in
our culture today. We need your
commitment to evangelization
and especially to passing on the
faith to our children and young
people. St. Patrick’s has a great
history and a great history yet to
be made, as together you walk by
faith, aspiring, like St. Paul, to
please the Lord in all you do.”
Following the Mass, a reception
was held in the parish lyceum featuring music, a delicious variety of
ethnic food, a raffle and children’s
games. Tours of the church and parish grounds were also available.

Members of the Fort Wayne Pipe
and Drum Brigade preluded a trilingual Mass celebrating the 125th
anniversary of St. Patrick Parish
in Fort Wayne. Shown here is Jon
Cutler.

HPT
HOOSIER PHYSICAL THERAPY

Personalized Care and Prevention

Kindest thoughts and warm memories of
St. Patrick Church and School
MICHAEL F. BARILE, DC, PT
3217 Lake Avenue, Fort Wayne 46805
Phone: 260-420-4400

FAX: 260-420-4448

“Fresh bread daily”
“Pan Calientito Todos los Dias”

At right, a mixed menu of
Vietnamese, Latino and Anglo favorites were served to a large crowd
following the 11 a.m. Mass at St.
Patrick Parish celebrating 125 years
on June 14.

sends congratulations and prayerful best wishes to

SAINT PATRICK PARISH

Celebrating 125 years of serving the faithful.
1419 N Wells St. - Fort Wayne 46808 - OPEN DAILY 8am -9pm
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(260) 420-5901

(260) 424-8570
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Congratulations!
to all the Jubilarians

Victory Noll Sisters celebrate jubilees
HUNTINGTON — Six members of Our Lady of Victory
Missionary Sisters (OLVM) are
celebrating jubilees this year,
with four of those sisters honored with a special Mass May
24 at Archbishop Noll Memorial
Chapel at Victory Noll. Two sisters are celebrating 75 years as
Victory Noll sisters, two celebrate
70 years, one celebrates 60 years
and one, 50 years. Four have
served in the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend.

75th jubilee
Sister Margaret
Urhausen was
born in Chicago
and entered
OLVM on Oct.
30, 1940. Her
mission work
has included catSISTER
echetical, homeMARGARET
maker, director
URHAUSEN
of religious education, pastoral
ministry and prayer ministry in
several states and in Indiana at
Victory Noll.

70th jubilee
Sister Francesca
McGarry was born
in Ohio and
entered OLVM
on Feb. 4, 1946.
Her mission
work has included catechetical,
SISTER
social work,
FRANCESCA
formation proMCGARRY
gram, dean and
mistress of juniors, co-director
of non-violence, co-director of
arts program, diocesan director of
Hmong, Laotian and Cambodian
cultures in several states including Fort Wayne and at Victory
Noll.

60th jubilee
Sister Jeanette
Halbach was born
in Iowa and
entered OLVM
on Sept. 6,
1955. Her mission work has
included catechetical, film

and TV, an English and music
teacher at Victory Noll College,
the leadership team, English
as a Second Language teacher,
Christian Social Action in several states including Indiana at
Victory Noll.

50th jubilee
Sister Lucy
Regalado
was born in
California and
entered OLVM
on Sept. 8, 1965.
Her mission
work has includSISTER LUCY
ed catechetical,
REGALDO
pre-novitiate
formation director, vocation team, and leadership
team in several states including
Indiana at Victory Noll.
Other jubilarians include Sister
Patricia Knapp who celebrates
75 years and Sister Mary Adele
Massaro celebrating 70 years as a
Victory Noll Sister.

SISTER JEANETTE
HALBACH

Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart
celebrate jubilee years
FRANKFORT, Illinois — Eleven
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred
Heart will celebrate jubilees as
consecrated women religious on
June 13. One was born in the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, and several have ministered
in the diocese.

80th jubilee
Sister Anna
Clare Meyer was
born in Avilla.
During her many
years of ministry, she worked
in health care
institutions in
SISTER
the dietary and
ANNA
CLARE
housekeeping
MEYER
departments, as
well as the serving as a clinical
laboratory aide. Sister currently
resides in Frankfort, Illinois.

75th jubilee
Sister Innocence
Mills was born in
Sublette, Illinois.
In the Diocese
of Fort WayneSouth Bend,
she ministered
at Presence
Sacred Heart
Home, Avilla,

SISTER
INNOCENCE
MILLS

as a dietary supervisor from 19721976. Sister currently resides in
Frankfort, Illinois.

Sacred Heart Home, Avilla,
from 1971-1980. Sister currently
resides in Joliet, Illinois.

60th jubilee

Sister Judith
Plumb was born
in Hartford,
Connecticut. In
the Diocese of
Fort WayneSouth Bend,
she was a
SISTER
teacher at St.
JUDITH
PLUMB
Joseph School,
Hessen Cassel,
from 1969-1970 and then principal from 1981-1991. She also
taught at St. Charles School, Fort
Wayne, from 1971-1972.

Sister Rose
Marie Anglum was
born in Danville,
Illinois. In the
Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South
Bend, she taught
at St. Joseph
SISTER
School, Hessen
ROSE MARIE
Cassel, from
ANGLUM
1963-1965 and
1969-1972; and
St. Charles School, Fort Wayne,
from 1965-1967. Since 2005,
sister has been a pastoral care volunteer at Presence Sacred Heart
Home, Avilla, where she presently resides.

50th jubilees
Sister MaryLynn Danaher
was born in
Columbus,
Ohio. In the
Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South
Bend, she ministered as an
LPN staff nurse
at Presence

SISTER
MARY-LYNN
DANAHER

40th jubilee
Sister Kim
Marie Wolf was
born in Peoria,
Illinois. In the
Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South
Bend, she taught
at St. Joseph
SISTER
School, Hessen
KIM
MARIE
Cassel, from
WOLF
1986-1991.
Sister currently resides in New
Lenox, Illinois.
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Sisters of the Holy Cross
celebrate jubilee
anniversaries
BY SISTER MARGIE LAVONIS, CSC

NOTRE DAME — Thirteen
Sisters of the Holy Cross will
celebrate their jubilee years of
consecrated life on July 19, in the
Church of Our Lady of Loretto,
Notre Dame. Two sisters are
celebrating 75 years since their
initial profession, six are marking
50 years and five are celebrating
25 years — a collective 575 years
of vowed life in the congregation.
Five jubilarians have served in
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend.

75th jubilee
Sister Mary
Edith (Daley),
who celebrates
75 years, spent
many years at
Saint Joseph
High School
in South Bend
SISTER MARY
where she taught
EDITH (DALEY)
and had a variety
of administrative
positions. She
also served as executive director
of the Forever Learning Institute
in South Bend.

50th jubilees

tries for over
27 years, 12 of
them in South
Bend, including
her leadership
position in the
former Holy
Cross Health
SISTER MARY
System. She has
ELLEN VAUGHAN
also served in
congregational
leadership. She currently gives
retreats and offers spiritual direction.

25th jubilee
Sister Mary
Magdalena Gomes,
a 25-year jubilarian, currently
serves as novice
director for the
congregation’s
International
SISTER MARY
Novitiate, which
MAGDALENA
is located on
GOMES
the campus of
Saint Mary’s, and has been a
member of the novitiate team
since January 2014. She previously served in parish and education ministries in her native
Bangladesh, and was director
of the congregation’s vocation
program for Peru in Lima (20002003) and in Chimbote (20052007).

Sister Joan
Marie Steadman,
who celebrates 50
years, has ministered in a variety
of areas, teaching in California
and serving in
SISTER JOAN
many positions
MARIE
in the Sisters of
STEADMAN
the Holy Cross,
including religious formation and
congregational leadership. From
2009 to 2014 she served as president of the congregation and was
headquartered in the diocese. She
also worked in health care and
taught medical ethics at Santa Clara
University in California. She is
now the director of the Leadership
Conference of Women Religious
(LCWR).

Other jubilarians to be
honored

Sister Judith
Anne Beattie, a
50-year jubilarian, has spent
almost her entire
ministry in the
South Bend
area. Most of
SISTER JUDITH
her work has
ANNE BEATTIE
centered on pastoral ministry
and formation. She also gives
spiritual direction and retreats.
Recently, she was appointed the
congregation’s transition coordinator.

Founded in 1841 in Le Mans,
France, the Congregation of
the Sisters of the Holy Cross is
an international community of
women religious whose motherhouse is located in Notre Dame.
The Congregation serves in
Bangladesh, Brazil, Ghana, India,
Mexico, Peru, Uganda and the
United States. Sisters of the Holy
Cross are called to participate in
the prophetic mission of Jesus to
witness God’s love for all creation. To learn more about the
Sisters of the Holy Cross, visit
www.cscsisters.org.

Sister Mary Ellen Vaughan has
served in health related minis-

Sister M. Stella (Haske) celebrates 75 years of consecrated
life. Holy Cross sisters who have
been professed 50 years and serve
in other parts of the United States
are Sisters Catherine Kamphaus,
Mary Margaret Weber and Ann
Therese Sinclair. Twenty-five
year jubilarians include Sisters
Margaret Mary Nimo and
Angelica Birungi, who minister
in Africa, and Sisters Shikha
Laetitia Gomes and Shagorica
Maria Gomes, who minister in
Asia.

About the Sisters of the
Holy Cross
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Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ honor jubilarians
70th jubilee

BY BARBARA ALLISON

DONALDSON — Ten Poor
Handmaids of Jesus Christ celebrate their jubilees in 2015. In
honor of these milestones, the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
were recognized for their service
June 14 with a Mass and celebration at The Center At Donaldson
in Donaldson. There will be
individual celebrations on various
dates as well.

75th jubilee
Sister Richilde
Dettmer has
ministered
in eight dioceses in Indiana,
Illinois, Iowa,
Wisconsin,
Texas and
SISTER
Thailand as a
RICHILDE
health care and
DETTMER
service professional for 75
years as a Poor Handmaid of
Jesus Christ. In the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend, she
served as a housekeeper at St.
Patrick Parish in Arcola and St.
Monica Parish in Mishawaka,
and as a nurse at St. Joseph
Hospital and St. Vincent Villa
in Fort Wayne. She was also
one of the first PHJC nurses
at the new Catherine Kasper
Home when it opened in the
1970s in Donaldson. She is currently retired at Catherine Kasper
Home.

Sister Margaret
Urban, formerly
known as Sister
Raymond, celebrates 70 years
as a PHJC Sister.
She’s served in
four dioceses
SISTER
in Indiana and
MARGARET
Illinois as an
URBAN
educator. In
the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend, she was
a teacher and a principal at St.
Joseph School and St. Monica
School in Mishawaka. She is
retired at Catherine’s Cottage in
Donaldson.

60th jubilees
Sister Therese
Irene Galarneau,
formerly
known as Sister
William, celebrates 60
years as a Poor
Handmaid of
SISTER
Jesus Christ. She
has ministered in THERESE IRENE
GALARNEAU
six dioceses in
Indiana, Illinois,
Minnesota and Georgia as an
educator. In the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, she served
as a teacher and a principal at St.
Bavo School in Mishawaka, and
as a registrar at Ancilla College
in Donaldson. Currently she is
teaching and resides at St. John
the Evangelist Convent.

Sister Rosemary
Jung, formerly
Sister Dolora,
also celebrates
60 years as a
Poor Handmaid.
She’s ministered
in education
SISTER
in six dioceses
ROSEMARY JUNG
in Indiana,
Illinois and
Minnesota. In the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, she served
as a teacher at St. Monica and St.
Joseph schools in Mishawaka.
She currently resides at Convent
Ancilla Domini in Donaldson and
serves as a teacher’s aide at St.
Michael School in Plymouth.
Sister Eileen
Sullivan, formerly
known as Sister
Christopher,
celebrates 60
years as a Poor
Handmaid of
Jesus Christ. She
SISTER
has served in
EILEEN
SULLIVAN
six dioceses in
Indiana, Illinois
and Iowa as an education and
administrative professional. In
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, she ministered as a childcare worker at St. Vincent Villa
in Fort Wayne and in the business
office of Marian High School in
Mishawaka, and also as an assistant at the Basilica of the Sacred
Heart at the University of Notre
Dame. She resides at Convent
Ancilla Domini in Donaldson
and continues to serve the PHJC
Community.

Let a
long-standing

community
friend

get you back on
your feet again

You want to return to your normal daily activities, and Dujarie House will
help make it happen as quickly as possible. Dujarie House, the skilled nursing
community at Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame, offers physical, occupational
and speech therapies, as well as other specialized services to meet your restorative
and rehabilitation needs. During your stay at Dujarie House you can enjoy daily
Mass and other spiritual wellness opportunities.

Call
scheduleaatour
tourofofour
our
Call(574)
(574) 251-3291
251-3293 totoschedule
warm and
and inviting
inviting community.
community. Medicare
Medicare accepted.
accepted.
54515 State Rd. 933 North • Notre Dame, IN 46556
www.holycrossvillage.com
Holy Cross Village at Notre Dame is a ministry of the Brothers of Holy Cross.

50th jubilees
Sister Nora Hahn
celebrates 50
years as a Poor
Handmaid of
Jesus Christ. She
has ministered in
four dioceses in
Indiana, Illinois
SISTER
and Dernbach,
NORA HAHN
Germany as a
teacher, health
care provider
and as vice president and senior
vice president at Ancilla Systems,
Incorporated, a ministry sponsored by the Poor Handmaids. In
Germany, she served as a general
councilor for the congregation. In
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, she was a teacher at Ancilla
Domini High School and College,
a registered nurse at St. Joseph
Hospital in Fort Wayne and served
the PHJC Community as provincial councilor and provincial of its
American province. She currently
lives at Convent Ancilla Domini.
Sister Patricia
Kolas, formerly
Sister Alena,
celebrates her
50th year in
ministry as a
Poor Handmaid
of Jesus Christ,
SISTER
serving in seven
PATRICIA KOLAS
dioceses in
Indiana, Illinois,
Minnesota and Lithuania as an
education and social services professional. In the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, she ministered
as a teacher at St. Joseph School
in Mishawaka and as a vocation
director and postulate/affiliate director at Ancilla Domini Convent in
Donaldson. She is currently residing at Annunciation Convent in
Hoffman Estates, Illinois, and is a
counselor at Samaritan Interfaith
Center in Naperville.
Sister Loretta
Schleper, formerly Sister
Dominic, marks
her 50th year as
a PHJC Sister.
She’s served in
five dioceses in
SISTER
Indiana, Illinois,
LORETTA
Minnesota and
SCHLEPER
Iowa in social
services and
healthcare. She also served as an
occupational therapy assistant in
psychiatry, Neighborhood network-

ing, volunteer coordinator and as a
hospital chaplain. In the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend she served
as pastoral care/chaplain, assistant
director for girls at Villa MariaAncilla Domini in Donaldson,
and director of Community
Health Improvement Program at
HealthVisions Fort Wayne. She
also served in Koala 5th Step program at St. Joseph Hospital, Faith
in Action programs and networking
with churches in Fort Wayne. Sister
Loretta is currently a member of
the Provincial Leadership team in
Donaldson and resides at Sojourner
Truth House in Gary.
Sister Mary Joan
Trippel, formerly
Sister Kristina,
celebrates 50
years as a Poor
Handmaid of
Jesus Christ. She
has ministered in
SISTER
three dioceses in
MARY
JOAN
Indiana, Illinois
TRIPPEL
and Mexico as
an education and social services
professional. In the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, she taught at
Ancilla Domini High School in
Donaldson. She currently lives at
Casa Maria in Mapachapa, Mexico,
and is a social worker at Casa de
la Anunciacion in Coatzacoalcos,
Mexico.
Sister Mary
Carol Welhoelter,
formerly Sister
dePaul, also
celebrates 50
years as a PHJC
Sister. She’s
served in five dioSISTER
ceses in Indiana,
MARY CAROL
Illinois, Iowa
WELHOELTER
and Wisconsin
as an education
and social services professional. In
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, she’s ministered as a childcare worker at St. Vincent Villa in
Fort Wayne, and assistant at Villa
Maria at Convent Ancilla Domini,
Donaldson. She resides at Mary
Katherine Convent in Cairo, Illinois,
and serves as a Daystar Community
Program staff member, also in
Cairo.
The Poor Handmaids of Jesus
Christ have continuously served
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend since 1868 when the first
eight PHJC Sisters arrived from
Dernbach, Germany. Today Poor
Handmaids are serving in nine
countries throughout the world.

John Ley Monument Sales

Creating memorials of distinction for over 55 years
Anthony J. Ley
and Regina Ley
assisting your needs
for
Memorials or
Custom Built
Granite Counter Tops

101 Progress Way
State Road 8
Avilla, IN 46710

260-897-2333
(fax) 260-897-3005
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Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration celebrate jubilees
MISHAWAKA — The Sisters of
St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration
in Mishawaka are honoring 13
sisters who are celebrating jubilees of 80, 60, 50, 40 and 25
years of religious life. Bishop
Kevin C. Rhoades celebrated a
special Mass in honor of the jubilarians on June 20 at St. Francis
Convent in Mishawaka.

80th jubilee
Sister M.
Florence Wenda
was born in
Belleville,
Kansas, and
entered the
novitiate of
the Sisters of
SISTER
St. Francis
M. FLORENCE
of Perpetual
WENDA
Adoration on
Jan. 6, 1935. For 50 years she
served in domestic service in
various facilities staffed by the
sisters, including the University
of Saint Francis in Fort Wayne.
Sister Florence has resided at Our
Lady of Angels Convent since
1992.

60th jubilees
Sister M. Louise
Pfeifer was born
in Winamac
and entered
the Sisters of
St. Francis
of Perpetual
Adoration on
SISTER
Aug. 12, 1955.
M. LOUISE
Sister Louise
PFEIFER
has served in the
education apostolate of the community for 56 years, including 41
years as a teacher of the primary
grades in various schools, including St. Andrew School, Fort
Wayne, and St. Therese School,
Fort Wayne. Presently Sister
Louise is a teacher’s aide in St.
John the Evangelist School in St.
John, Indiana.
Sister M. Anna Marie Hofmeyer
was born in Cedar Grove and
entered the Sisters of St. Francis
of Perpetual Adoration on Aug.

12, 1955. Sister
Anna Marie
was a dietician
supervisor for
several years in
the healthcare
apostolate. She
served as proSISTER
vincial vicar of
M.
ANNA
MARIE
the province for
HOFMEYER
20 years and
directress of novices for 15 years.
Presently sister is working as an
archivist at St. Francis Convent in
Mishawaka.
Sister M.
Ann Bernadette
Hoernig was
born in Lowell
and entered
the Sisters of
St. Francis
of Perpetual
SISTER M. ANN
Adoration
BERNADETTE
on Aug. 12,
HOERNIG
1955. Sister
Ann Bernadette was a primary
grade teacher in several schools,
including St. Mary School in
Huntington. She also served
as librarian at Huntington
Catholic School from 1991-2000.
Presently sister is assisting with
various duties at St. Francis
Convent in Mishawaka.
Sister M. Jane
Anthrop was born
in Lafayette
and entered
the Sisters of
St. Francis
of Perpetual
Adoration on
SISTER M. JANE
Aug 12, 1955.
ANTHROP
Sister Jane
taught in several elementary schools including St. Andrew School in Fort
Wayne and St. Mary School in
Huntington. For the past 25 years
she has ministered to the sick and
elderly at St. Boniface Parish in
Lafayette, Indiana.

50th jubilees
Sister M. Marcene Franz was born
in Gary and entered the novitiate of the Sisters of St. Francis

of Perpetual
Adoration on
Aug. 12, 1965.
Sister Marcene
taught in several elementary
schools including St. John
SISTER M.
the Baptist in
MARCENE
FRANZ
South Bend, St.
Mary School
in Huntington and St. Therese
School in Fort Wayne. Since
1991, sister has served in several
hospitals in various capacities.
Presently sister is vice-president
of mission at St. Francis Health in
Indianapolis.
Sister M. Lenore
Schwartz was
born in Detroit,
Michigan,
and entered
the novitiate
of the Sisters
of St. Francis
SISTER M.
of Perpetual
LENORE
Adoration
SCHWARTZ
on Aug. 12,
1965. Sister Lenore has served
in the educational apostolate of
the community for 48 years as
teacher, principal and director of
education. Since 2000, sister has
been principal of St. Boniface
School in Lafayette, Indiana.
Sister M. Ann
Kathleen Magiera
was born in
East Chicago
and entered
the novitiate
of the Sisters
of St. Francis
SISTER M. ANN
of Perpetual
KATHLEEN
Adoration on
MAGIERA
Aug. 12, 1965.
Sister Ann Kathleen served in the
educational apostolate in elementary and secondary education
as a teacher and administrator
in schools staffed by the sisters,
including St. Therese School in
Fort Wayne and Marian High
School in Mishawaka. Sister
Ann Kathleen has served in the
healthcare apostolate for the past
17 years and is currently the corporate treasurer for Franciscan

Alliance and vice-president
for mission at Franciscan St.
Elizabeth in Lafayette, Indiana.
Sister M.
Marlene Shapley
was born in
Gary and entered
the Sisters of
St. Francis
of Perpetual
Adoration on
SISTER M.
Aug. 12, 1965.
MARLENE
Sister Marlene
SHAPLEY
has served in
the healthcare apostolate of the
province for 48 years as a staff
nurse, nursing supervisor and
director of mission services in
several hospitals. She is currently
the vice-president for mission for
Franciscan Alliance-Lake County
Hospitals.
Sister M. Jeanne
Esther Niswonger
was born in
Sioux City, Iowa,
and entered the
community from
St. Joseph Parish
in South Bend on
SISTER M.
Aug. 12, 1965.
JEANNE
ESTHER
Sister Jeanne
NISWONGER
Esther served
in the educational apostolate for
31 years in secondary schools
including Bishop Luers High
School in Fort Wayne, Marian
High School in Mishawaka
and at the University of Saint
Francis. Sister presently serves at
Our Lady of Angels Convent in
Mishawaka.
Sister M.
Julianne Wenzel
was born in
Plymouth and
entered the community from
Sacred Heart
Parish in
SISTER M.
Lakeville on
JULIANNE
Aug. 12, 1965.
WENZEL
Sister Julianne
served in the educational apostolate as a teacher for several years
in various elementary schools
staffed by the sisters, including
St. Mary School in Huntington

and St. John the Baptist in South
Bend. Since 1995 Sister Julianna
has served in various capacities at St. Francis Convent in
Mishawaka.

40th jubilee
Sister M. Cheryl
Dazey was born
in Albion, and
entered the
community
from Blessed
Sacrament
Parish in Albion
SISTER M.
on Aug. 10,
CHERYL DAZEY
1975. Sister
Cheryl served
for 14 years as a teacher in
elementary schools staffed by
the sisters, including St. John
the Baptist, South Bend, and
St. Mary in Huntington. For 10
years, sister served as a missionary in Honduras. For the past 13
years Sister Cheryl has served
in the healthcare apostolate of
the community. Presently, she
is vice-president of mission
at Franciscan St. Anthony in
Michigan City, Indiana.

25th jubilee
Sister M.
Angelita Ayala was
born in Honduras
and entered
the Sisters of
St. Francis
of Perpetual
Adoration on
SISTER
Jan. 14, 1990.
M. ANGELITA
Sister Angelita
AYALA
served for several years in the educational apostolate of the province. She is currently assisting with her elderly
parents in Honduras.
Mother Maria Theresia
Bonzel, who was beatified Nov.
10, 2013, founded the congregation in 1863 in Olpe, Germany.
In 1875, the first sisters came
to Lafayette at the invitation of
Bishop Joseph Dwenger, who
was the bishop of the Diocese of
Fort Wayne.

Three monks celebrate anniversaries
ST. MEINRAD — The Benedictine
monks at Saint Meinrad Archabbey,
St. Meinrad, celebrated the jubilees of three of their confreres on
May 24. Honored were Abbot Alan
Berndt in recognition of his 75
years of profession and 70 years of
Priesthood ordination; and Father
Micheas Langston and Father
Colman Grabert for their 50-year
jubilee of ordination.
Abbot Berndt is a native of
South Bend, where he attended
St. Matthew Grade School before
studying at Saint Meinrad in the
high school, college and seminary.
He professed his vows as a monk of
Saint Meinrad on Aug. 6, 1940, and
was ordained to the Priesthood on
Feb. 2, 1945.

Medicare/Medicaid Certified

Skilled Nursing Services:

Licensed Personal Service Agency
Medicaid Waiver

Non-Medical Services:

RN’s, LPN’s
Physical Therapy
Pediatric Specialists
Home Health Aides
Respite Services

Personal Care Attendants
Homemaker/Companions
Respite Services

For 43 years! ...Helping you STAY in the safety and comfort
of your OWN HOME!
Providing visits from 1 hour to 24 hours/day, 365 days/year

Mishawaka FREE ASSESSMENTS
Licensed/Bonded/Insured
574-233-5186
www.interimhealthcare.com
P ROVIDED BY ST. M EINRAD

From left are Father Micheas Langston, Abbot Alan Berndt and Father
Colman Grabert.
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The Church as mother and teacher:
the family fully alive
We are very happy to announce that
Bishop Rhoades will be celebrating
a special Mass on Saturday, Sept. 26,
for those from our diocese going to
Philadelphia for the World Meeting
of Families with Pope Francis. The
Mass will take place at 8:30 a.m. in
downtown Philadelphia at the historic
St. John the Evangelist Church. If
you have yet to make plans, you can
find more information on the WMF
official website (www.worldmeeting2015.org). This site includes a
number of low cost housing options,
such as staying with a host family in
the Philadelphia area.

Catechesis: Part 9
The Church is the heavenly
Jerusalem, “that Jerusalem which
is from above … our Mother.” The
Church is the “mother of our new
birth.” The Church, as Christ’s Virgin
Bride, gives birth to sons and daughters who are “born from above …
born of water and Spirit.” What does

it mean to be “born from above?” It
means that as sons and daughters of
the Church we have a new identity
that does not destroy, but transcends,
all of the ways in which human
beings naturally construct their identities. …
When we say that the Church is
“immaculate,” we do not ignore that
all of her members are sinful, for the
Church is “at once holy and always in
need of purification.” Her holiness is
the holiness of Christ, her Spouse. It
is the love of Christ, the Bridegroom,
that creates the Church in the first
place: “The Church is born primarily
of Christ’s total self-giving for our
salvation, anticipated in the institution
of the Eucharist and fulfilled on the
cross. … As Eve was formed from
the sleeping Adam’s side, so the
Church was born from the pierced
heart of Christ hanging dead on the
cross. …”
The Church, as our Mother,
imparting to us a new identity in the
love and holiness in which she herself

LOVE IS
OUR
MISSION
FRED AND LISA EVERETT
was formed, also has the responsibility of teaching us, of forming us ever
more perfectly in the new identity we
have received, not from the world,
but “from above.” There is no secular authority that can discharge this
function because the identity the
Church receives and then imparts
does not come from the achievements of the world, as we have seen,
but transcends them, perfecting them
all. Rather, “the pastoral duty of the
Magisterium,” or teaching authority
FAMILY, PAGE 17

Jesus possesses the key to eternal life
THE
SUNDAY
GOSPEL
MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

13th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Mk 5:21-43

T

he Book of Wisdom is the
source of the first reading.
When this book originally
was written, the plight of God’s
people was not good. They had
experienced very much in their history. Among these experiences was
the loss of their national independence, with an ongoing humiliation
and misery.
Many had left the Holy Land to
make new homes elsewhere. But in
these new places, if they retained
their ethnic and religious identity,
they were virtual outcasts.
It is not surprising, therefore,
that the obviously devout author of
Wisdom took pains to insist that,
“God does not make death.” God
does not design the hardships and
terrors that come upon people. The
evil wills of people bring these
misfortunes upon others.
Nevertheless, God’s justice
and goodness will prevail. It may
mean that time is required for the
ship of human life to right itself
when struck by the strong waves
of evil, but the ship will right itself
because God’s justice ultimately
will prevail.
St. Paul’s Second Epistle to the
Corinthians supplies the second
reading. This reading states a fact
that humans, even committed
Christians, are inclined to forget.

This fact is that the greatest
treasure is not that stored in vaults,
but rather it is the knowledge of
God and the insights for living that
this knowledge produces.
The Apostle continues to
say that if anyone has a surplus
in the things of this earth, then
this surplus should be put at the
disposal of those in need.
For its last reading, the Church
this weekend offers us a passage
from the Gospel of Mark. It is a
collection of two miracle stories.
In the first story, a synagogue
official, Jairus, comes to Jesus,
saying that his daughter is critically
ill. Jairus was certainly desperate.
He feared that his daughter might
die. As a synagogue official, he
most likely was a religious man.
Always in the Scripture
religious devotion aided a person.
Faith illuminated the mind. Faith
eased the way for wisdom. So,
in his personal goodness, and in
his religious devotion, Jairus was
able to recognize the divine power
within Jesus.
Jesus of course goes to the girl’s
bedside and heals her. She rises
and walks around. Everyone saw
her recovery. It was not imaginary.
In the second story, a woman
with a chronic hemorrhage
approaches Jesus. Discreetly, the
Gospel does not precisely describe
the hemorrhage, but if it was
gynecological in nature, as likely
it was, she was by this fact ritually
unclean. This factor set her apart,
outside the community.
Under the same rules, anyone
whom she touched also was
unclean. However, she touched
the garment of Jesus. He allowed
it. No earthly circumstance could
render the Lord unclean. He was
the blameless Son of God.
Jesus realizes her faith. He tells
her that faith has cured her. The
hemorrhage stops.

Reflection
These three readings all
remind us that human reasoning
can be flawed. In the first
reading, attention obliquely
is drawn to the fact that some
willingly hurt others, on a modest
scale, or on a great scale. The
minds of oppressors are distorted,
and oppressors often continue to
work their evil will.
It is easy to accuse God of
“allowing” misfortune, even
tragedies, to come. Even good
people can fail to see that
hardships come not from God,
but from nature or the evil acts of
others.
Paul, in the second reading,
reminds us that our priorities
easily can be confused. Finally,
St. Mark’s Gospel tells us that
sickness and anxiety are part of
human life.
God does not desert us. Jesus
possesses the key to eternal life.
We must recognize what life
actually is all about. It is not
earthly reward.

READINGS

Sunday: Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24 Ps 30:2,
4-6, 11-13 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15 Mk 5:21-43
Monday: Acts 12:1-11 Ps 34:2-9
2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18 Mt 16:13-19
Tuesday: Gn 19:15-29 Ps 26:2-3,
9-12 Mt 8:23-27
Wednesday: Gn 21:5, 8-20a Ps 34:7-8,
10-13 Mt 8:28-34
Thursday: Gn 22:1b-19 Ps 115:1-6,
8-9 Mt 9:1-8
Friday: Eph 2:19-22 Ps 117:1b-2 Jn
20:24-29
Saturday: Gn 27:1-5, 15-29 Ps
135:1b-6 Mt 9:14-17
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Banking of sperm and eggs
before cancer treatment

B

oth chemotherapy and radiation can affect sexual organs
and how they work. The
American Cancer Society addresses
the potential effects on male fertility this way: “Chemo may lower
the number of sperm cells, reduce
their ability to move, or cause other
changes. … Because permanent
FATHER TAD PACHOLCZYK
sterility (infertility) may occur, it’s
important to discuss this issue with
your doctor BEFORE you start
The situation is more nuanced
chemo. You might want to think
when it comes to the question of
about banking your sperm for future
banking a woman’s eggs or ova. We
use.”
can identify at least one technique for
Various moral concerns arise in
assisting procreation called LTOT,
the wake of the proposal to freeze
reproductive cells like eggs or sperm. or Low Tubal Ovum Transfer, that
Catholic teaching has always stressed would be morally acceptable and
could be carried out using previously
the importance of the marital act in
bringing about new human life. Even frozen eggs. Originally designed
if sperm were procured in a morally- for women with blocked, damaged
or diseased fallopian tubes, LTOT
acceptable way — i.e. not through
re-locates her egg, placing it into
withdrawal or masturbation — the
the fallopian tube below the point of
subsequent use of the sperm sample
damage so that her husband’s sperm,
would involve techniques that were
introduced into her body by the marieither directly immoral (such as in
tal act, can reach the egg and bring
vitro fertilization or intracytoplasmic
sperm injection), or at least of a dubi- about fertilization. LTOT, however,
ous moral character (such as Gamete is performed only rarely, and it can
be challenging to find a reproducIntrafallopian Transfer (GIFT) or
tive specialist who routinely does the
intrauterine insemination (IUI).
These latter two techniques, GIFT technique.
There are, moreover, safety
and IUI, have never been directly
concerns
about the process of egg
mentioned in official Church docuretrieval from a woman’s body,
ments, so the question of whether
about the high-dose hormones used,
they might be morally allowable
and about cryopreservation of the
continues to be discussed among
eggs. Strong chemicals are used in
Catholic moral theologians. GIFT
the freezing process, and no one
involves collecting sperm after the
knows how much the eggs might
marital act, placing it near an egg
absorb. Moreover, there has been
— but separated by an air bubble
little systematic follow-up of children
— within a thin, flexible tube called
born from frozen eggs, so it remains
a catheter. After insertion into a
unclear whether they face increased
woman’s reproductive tract, the sex
health risks when they arise from an
cells are injected into her fallopian
egg that has been frozen and thawed.
tube so fertilization can occur inside
In principle, nevertheless, if the
her body, rather than in a petri dish.
egg harvesting step could be carried
Meanwhile, IUI (also known as artiout with low risk to women, if the
ficial insemination or AI) involves
egg freezing process would not cause
the placement of sperm into a womany deleterious effects on children
an’s uterus by a catheter or a means
other than a natural act of intercourse. who might later come into being, and
if the eggs were only used for morAn important Vatican document
ally legitimate purposes like LTOT,
known as “Donum Vitae” (“On the
freezing a woman’s eggs would
Gift of Life”) emphasizes that morappear to be morally allowable.
ally acceptable interventions used in
Another emerging method of
procreation cannot be a substitute for
preserving
fertility for cancer patients
the marital act but should serve to
relies on the removal and freezing
facilitate that act to attain its natural
of sections of the ovary (rather than
purpose. Even when sperm is colindividual eggs). This ovarian tissue
lected in an acceptable manner, by
can later be grafted back into a womusing a silastic sheath during marital
an’s body following chemotherapy
relations (i.e. a perforated condom
allowing her to again ovulate naturalwithout any spermicide), it still
ly and, in some cases, conceive natuappears that the subsequent steps of
rally. A number of babies have been
GIFT and IUI involve a substituborn as a result of this technique, and
tion/replacement of the conjugal
insofar as a woman were enabled to
act by injecting the sex cells into
conceive a child through marital acts
the woman’s body via a cannula. In
with her husband, this approach also
other words, the marital act does not
would not seem to raise any fundaitself cause a future pregnancy but
mental moral concerns.
only enables the collection of sperm,
which is then used for another procedure that brings about the pregnancy.
For these reasons, GIFT and IUI
do not appear to be morally acceptable, and I generally discourage
married men undergoing cancer
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. is a
treatments from banking their sperm,
priest of the Diocese of Fall River,
since there do not appear to be any
Massachusetts, and serves at The
legitimate procreative uses once the
National Catholic Bioethics Center
sample has been stored.
in Philadelphia.

MAKING
SENSE OF
BIOETHICS
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Statement on race relations at general assembly
ST. LOUIS — Archbishop Joseph
E. Kurtz, of Louisville, Kentucky,
president of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB),
delivered a statement on race relations at their annual Spring General
Assembly, June 10.
The full statement follows:

Statement of Archbishop
Joseph E. Kurtz
Gathering here in the city of
St. Louis, so near to Ferguson,
and looking ahead to Baltimore
in November, I cannot help
but think of recent events that
have taken place around our
beloved country. We mourn those
tragic events in which African
Americans and others have lost
their lives in altercations with
law enforcement officials. These
deaths have led to peaceful demonstrations, as well as violent
conflicts in the streets of our cities. In every instance, our prayer
for every community is that of
our Lord in St. John’s Gospel,
“that they all may be one.”
Sadly, there is all too often an
alienation of communities from
those sworn to protect them. I
respect the sacrifices made by
police officers throughout the
nation, who in their daily work
are placed in harm’s way. Let
us pray that they suffer no harm
as they carry out their duties,
and that they always be guided
in good and right action as they
serve.
We join our voices with civic
and religious leaders in pledging
to work for healing and reconciliation. Our efforts must address
root causes of these conflicts.
A violent, sorrowful history of
racial injustice, accompanied by
a lack of educational, employment and housing opportunities,

has destroyed communities and
broken down families, especially
those who live in distressed urban
communities. Confronted by
these realities, the familiar words
of Blessed Pope Paul VI still
resonate and continue to call us
to action in our day: if you want
peace, work for justice.
The Church has been present
in these communities, active in
education, health care and charities. Positive efforts are being
made in collaboration with ecumenical and interfaith groups in
communities where confrontations between individual citizens
and law enforcement have taken
place. Pope Francis calls each
of us to work for a culture of
encounter and has encouraged all
people of good faith to reach out
to those in their community and
be truly welcoming of all. Let the
rich cultural diversity of our local
communities be woven together
in charity, hospitality and service
to one another, to join us together
as sisters and brothers.
The 1979 U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter, “Brothers and Sisters
to Us,” named racial prejudice as
a grave sin that denies the truth
and meaning of the Incarnation of
the Word of God in Jesus Christ.
Unfortunately, the words of that
letter still ring true: “Racism is an
evil which endures in our society
and in our Church.” The bishops called for decisive action to
eradicate racism from society and
considerable progress has been
made since 1979. However, more
must be done. Let us again call
upon our Catholic people to pray
frequently in their homes and in
their churches for the cause of
peace and racial reconciliation.
Here we are in St. Louis
where, in 1947, Cardinal Joseph
Ritter, who died 48 years ago

today, integrated Catholic schools
well before the 1954 Supreme
Court decision in Brown v. Board
of Education. It shows that the
Catholic Church can be at the
forefront of promoting justice in
racial tensions. It is time for us
to do it again. I suggest five concrete ways in which the Catholic
community can commit to ending
racism and promoting peace, justice and respect for all persons:
1. Pray for peace and healing
among all people.
2. Study the Word of God and
the social teaching of the Church
in order to gain a deeper appreciation of the dignity of all persons.
3. Make a sincere effort to
encounter more fully people of
different racial backgrounds with
whom we live, work and minister.
4. Pursue ways in which
Catholic parishes and neighborhoods can be truly welcoming of
families of different racial and
religious backgrounds.
5. Get to know our local
law enforcement officers. Let
them know of our support and
gratitude. And encourage young
people to respect all legitimate
authority.
Sadly, the present racial tension in the United States is not
something new. It is the most
recent manifestation of a relationship as old as the history of our
nation, one marred by the tragedy
of human slavery. Promoting
peace and reconciliation is the
only way forward. And we must
constantly strive to achieve these
goals, trusting in the Lord to
lead and guide us, accompanied
by His merciful love. May He
help all of us to recognize the
dignity inherent in every human
being, for God said, “Let us make
human beings in Our image, after
Our likeness.”

SCRIPTURE SEARCH
Gospel for June 28, 2015
Mark 5:21-24, 35b-43
Following is a word search based on the Gospel
reading for the 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle
B: the healing of a little girl. The words can be found
in all directions in the puzzle.
CROSSED
GATHERED
AT HIS FEET
TEACHER
HOUSE
FATHER
LITTLE GIRL

FAMILY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
of the Church, “is aimed at seeing to
it that the People of God abide in the
truth that liberates.”
The teaching authority of the
Church serves the whole people of
God by preserving the truth of the
Gospel intact, together with all of the
moral teachings revealed, explicitly
and implicitly, in the Gospel, which
nurture human freedom. These
include such truths as the dignity of
human persons, the goodness of creation, the nobility of the married state
and its intrinsic orientation toward
a life-giving communion of love.
These truths cannot be annulled by
sins committed against the dignity
they proclaim. Rather, such sins call
the Church to proclaim these truths
ever more faithfully, even as she seeks
renewal in these very truths, and in the
love from which they come.
Christian spouses have the key
role in proclaiming these very truths,
in terms that the world finds most
persuasive that is, in lives that are
continually transformed by the love
that is imparted to couples in the

passage from Paul VI’s apostolic
exhortation “Evangelii Nuntiandi”:
“Modern man listens more willingly
to witnesses than to teachers, and if
he does listen to teachers, it is because
they are witnesses.” Pope Francis is
calling Christian spouses to be the
kind of teachers that contemporary
people listen to, teachers who teach
by their witness, and thereby uphold
the truth and display its persuasiveness
in their openness to new life, in the
warmth of their mutual love and in the
readiness of their hospitality, as oases
of love and mercy in a culture so often
marked by cynicism, hardheartedness
and discouragement.
The witness of Christian spouses
can bring light into a world that has
come to value efficiency over persons,
and “having” over “being” and thus
has forgotten the value of “persons”
and of “being” altogether. May
those married in Christ be faithful witnesses to His love, and
so become teachers of the truth,
which is always and everywhere
intrinsically compelling.

Fred and Lisa Everett are co-directors of the Office of Family Life.
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17

sacrament of Marriage and defines
their communion as husband and
wife. Pope Francis has described in a
stirring way the witness to truth that
Christian spouses can provide, supported by the graces of the sacrament
of Matrimony:
“Christian spouses are not naïve;
they know life’s problems and temptations. But they are not afraid to be
responsible before God and before
society. They do not run away, they
do not hide, they do not shirk the mission of forming a family and bringing
children into the world. But today,
Father, it is difficult. … Of course it
is difficult! That is why we need the
grace, the grace that comes from the
sacrament! The sacraments are not
decorations in life — what a beautiful
marriage, what a beautiful ceremony,
what a beautiful banquet. … But that
is not the sacrament of Marriage. That
is a decoration! Grace is not given
to decorate life but rather to make us
strong in life, giving us courage to
go forwards! And without isolating
oneself but always staying together,
Christians celebrate the sacrament
of Marriage because they know they
need it!”
Popes John Paul II and Benedict
XVI both had occasion to quote a

THE BOAT
SYNAGOGUE
DAUGHTER
PETER
COMMOTION
CHILD
TWELVE

 54 Joseph’s younger
brother
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Based on these Scripture Readings: Job 38:1, 8-11;
2Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41 and 2Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk
5:21-43

ACROSS
1 And so forth
4 Modern
7 Ship initials
10 Expression of surprise
11 Tree trunks
13 Papa
14 Sun’s name
15 St. Francis Xavier’s
land
16 Pigpen
17 A storm
19 Fluid-filled growth
21 Set down
23 Serving dish
26 Role
29 One-celled animal

30 Wonder
31 God controls the sea’s
33 Abridged (abbr.)
34 Hills
36 Brutal
38 Canal
39 Boredom
40 Hiking equipment
42 Storm did at
Jesus’ command
46 Thai
48 __ Rica
50 “__ Father”
51 Gone by
52 Infuse
53 Use crowbar


1 Magi came from
2 “Blessed art ____”
3 Jesus did to the sea
4 Billings’ location
5 Job was
6 Keep free of ice
7 Where salmon spawn
8 Drunk
9 Judas is called on
11 Sea’s waves
12 “Who do you __
that I am?”
18 Highs
20 Short-term memory
22 Express objections
24 Father
25 Fiber
26 Crown of the head
27 Used to wash priest’s
hands at Mass
28 Faith
29 Job sat in one
32 Set law in place
35 Downwind
37 North American
nation
39 Stock
41 American Cancer
Society (abbr.)
43 Jesus offered to
Judas at supper
44 European monetary
unit
45 Removes the water
46 Bill
47 “I am with you until
the end of the ___”
49 Water of Galilee

Answer Key can be found on page 19
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Bishop Luers launches ‘Faith In Our Future’ campaign
BY TIM JOHNSON

FORT WAYNE — Bishop Luers
High School in Fort Wayne has
announced the launch of a $4 million capital campaign, Phase II of
an improvement plan called “The
Faith In Our Future.”
Phase II of this campaign will
build a new chapel, a new performing arts assembly hall, media center
and complete improvements to the
school infrastructure.
Announced at a campaign launch
celebration June 23 at the school,
those supporting the Luers community, staff and media gathered
and were informed of the project,
viewed the campaign video and a
walkthrough video of the renovations and toured the building.
Bishop Luers High School
Principal Tiffany Albertson
and Director of Institutional
Advancement Kathy Skelly told
Today’s Catholic that Phase II of
the Faith in Our Future campaign
during its “silent phase” has already
secured $2.7 million in pledges
towards its $4 million. With the
launch celebration the campaign
has now entered the public phase in
which the Bishop Luers community
is asked to pledge to the campaign.
“It’s our first expansion in a
long time,” Albertson said. “And
we think this is great for the south
side of Fort Wayne for someone to
invest $4 million. It says, ‘we are
here, and we are here to stay.’”
Albertson said, “If you look
at the last capital campaigns they

were about infrastructure, about
the building, repairs and upkeep.
This is more about things that meet
our mission. We look at spiritual
growth and we have a chapel. When
we look at academic, we have the
media center. And then we have
social aspects with the performing
arts. It hits all areas of our mission.”
Skelly said working on the silent
phase of this capital campaign was
quite edifying. “It’s really amazing the people who support Bishop
Luers,” she said, “and people are
really excited about what’s going
on. These people believe in Bishop
Luers.”
Led by campaign co-chairs Jerry
and Becky Henry, “the campaign
is poised for success as it enters its
home stretch,” the school officials
reported.
Skelly and Albertson spoke of
the family feel — of the alumni,
past parents and the community —
already coming together to make
this campaign successful.
The consulting firm CCS has
offered guidance for the success of
the campaign.
“In terms of priority, the chapel
and the media center are the top
priorities because they go together
hand in hand,” Albertson said. The
proposed Chapel of St. Francis, capturing the Franciscan presence that
pervaded the school community,
would be located in what is now
the media center. The media center
space will be moved behind the
chapel.
“Our current chapel does not
meet our needs,” school officials

•Plumbing
•Heating
•Air
Conditioning
•Electrical
•Humidification
6332 Maplecrest Road Fort Wayne 485-3412

TI M J OHN S ON

Bishop Luers High School Principal Tiffany Albertson, left, and Director of
Institutional Advancement Kathy Skelly, right, announced the launch of
Phase II of a capital campaign called “The Faith In our Future” on June
23. Skelly noted, besides making a pledge, “We’re asking people to pray
for the campaign. We’re asking people for support of the campaign, and
we’re asking people to share the campaign through social media. Share
it so more people know about the campaign and are excited about it.”
reported. “It is too small and does
not promote Bishop Luers as a
Christian community. Moving the
chapel from a small former classroom to the front of the school will
put our Catholic identity front and
center. Increasing the seating in the
chapel from 45 to 180 will give our
students more opportunities to practice their faith.”
“We are really looking forward
to expanding these opportunities for
Mass,” Albertson said. The larger
chapel would provide more than
ample space for First Friday Masses,

Masses for entire grade levels,
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
and alumni Masses. Also, retreats
would be moved from the wrestling
room to the chapel.
The media center and library
would be updated to meet the needs
of the 21st century students.
“Our current media center is
outdated and not technologically
equipped for the next generation,”
school officials reported. “The new
media center will be the hub for
student activity at our school. This
flexible space will accommodate

The Kendzicky & Lothary Group

All your legal needs, we can help!

Michael Kendzicky James Lothary Glen Lothary
4220 Edison Lakes Parkway, Suite 100
Mishawaka, IN 46545
Great outcomes.
574-247-6830 . 800-866-9022
Done well.
Fax 574-247-6855

Attorney Richard J. Thonert

Private Wealth Management | www.rwbaird.com
Capital Markets • Investment Banking
Private Equity • Asset Management
©2010Robert w. Baird & Co., Incorported Member SPIC www.rwbaaaird.com MC-27403

CHUCK’S
FOOT SUPPORT

Shoes - Pedorthics - Repair
Chuck is the only Silver Cup Award winning,
shoe repairman and Silver Cup Judge in the
Fort Wayne area. Let a Master Craftsman
repair your shoes and boots.
THINK GREEN
4546 Maplecrest Road • 492-1752
Repair it!
Tuesday-Friday 8-6. Saturday 8-2
CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

www.chucksfootsupport.com

260-740-7299 Sam@bkmauction.com

Auctioneers

810 Mill Lake Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46845
One traffic light north of Dupont Road
on Coldwater Road in Lake Pointe Office Park

7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. weekdays
After Hours & Weekend Hotline: 260-413-7449
Park Lake Medical Building
2410 Lake Avenue
P.O. Box 5486
& Co., LLP
Fort Wayne 46895-5486
(260) 423-9405
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
Fax: (260) 422-9206
•Tax Planning and preparation
corporations, individuals and partnerships
•Estates and Trusts •Auditing Services

Visit us at www.ljandorfer.com

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. CHRISTOPHER M. CIOCCA, (PARISHIONER, St. CHARLES PARISH)

bkmauction.com
(260) 622-1000•(260) 824-3982

Farm Residential Commericial

260-637-4040

$150.00 Minimum Cleaning Charge Minus $50 Coupon.
Call for details on your next carpet cleaning

17 years
experience

Parishioner-St. Aloysius, Yoder

ALL INDIANA COUNTIES...
OFFICE APPOINTMENT OR WE WILL MEET YOU.

$50 OFF Carpet Cleaning!

Please call Sam Haiflich for
your next Auction or Appraisal

1085 North Main St., Bluffton, Indiana

our reference materials and include
video technology that encourages
communication and collaboration
with classrooms around the world.
This space will also provide a venue
for our students to hone their presentation skills. The updated technology
in the media center will help us keep
pace with changing technology and
properly prepare our students for
college and the workforce.”
Another piece to the improvements will be the performing arts
assembly hall. Performing arts is one
of the school’s signature programs.
But the school lacks meeting spaces.
“For example, many of our
clubs have meetings in the hallways
because of high pupil demand and
the subsequent lack of space,” the
school reported. “This new 4,000
square feet addition to the cafeteria
will help address this challenge.”
Another part of the project would
include completion of the energyefficient façade. Many of the rooms
in the building are cold and drafty
and the school spends unnecessary
money keeping the classrooms
warm. Replacing the single pane
windows will decrease the longterm heating and cooling expenses.
“We have to have 100 percent
(of funds) pledged and 50 percent
of the funds in hand,” to begin
construction, noted Albertson.
Construction is dependent upon the
“flow” of the school year.
In 2005, Bishop Luers High
School successfully raised over $3.1
million to fund many necessary
projects for Phase I of The Faith in
Our Future campaign.

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
7701 Opportunity Drive, Fort Wayne 46825

489-1234

•JANITORIAL
SERVICES

•24 Hour
Emergency
Restoration
(260) 483-2112 www.cioccas.com
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McElhaney-Hart

Children’s Adoration program planned
for first Sunday of each month
Roanoke — St. Joseph Parish will
have children’s Adoration on the
first Sunday of each month from
4-5 p.m. July 5 will have a patriotic theme. All are welcome, even
babies. Stay for 10 minutes or the
hour. Call Tim and Shirley Sorg
at 260-638-4562 for information.

FUNERAL HOME
715 North Jefferson
Huntington

(260) 356-3320
www.mcelhaneyhartfuneralhome.com

America’s Choice In Homecare®

Where we allow your loved ones to live where they want to be...in their own home!
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REST IN PEACE
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People express heartache, outrage as they mourn shooting victims
BY DANIEL O’SHEA

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
tragic taking of nine lives at a historically black church in downtown
Charleston, South Carolina, brought
an outpouring of solidarity, compassion and sorrow from around the
country.
After an all-night search, police
June 18 found the white man
suspected of fatally shooting nine
people, including the Rev. Clementa
Pinckney, a senior pastor. They
arrested 21-year-old Dylann Storm
Roof in neighboring North Carolina
and charged him with the murders.
He did not fight extradition so he
was returned to South Carolina.
Witnesses said Roof had joined a
prayer meeting the evening of June
17 at Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston.
They said he sat with church members for about an hour then stood
up, yelling racist remarks, and
opened fire.
Religious leaders as well as government leaders issued their condolences and condemned the shooting,
which is being investigated as a hate
crime.
Catholic Bishop Robert E.
Guglielmone of Charleston
expressed a deep sadness over the
tragedy.
“The inside of any church is a
sanctuary,” he said in a statement.
“When a person enters, he or she
has the right to worship, pray and
learn in a safe and secure environment. For anyone to murder nine
individuals is upsetting, but to kill
them inside of a church during a
Bible study class is devastating to
any faith community.”

Bishop Guglielmone also shared
his sympathies with those who
lost loved ones in the shooting and
prayed they will “feel the comforting presence of our Lord surrounding them during this difficult time.”
Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of
Raleigh in the neighboring state of
North Carolina, said: “In solidarity
with my brother bishop ... I ask all
the Catholic faithful and people of
goodwill in the Diocese of Raleigh
to stop at some point today, and
offer sincere and thoughtful prayer
for the nine victims of this horrific
crime and for their families.”
A number of Jewish groups
issued strong statements on the
crime that took place in Charleston.
“Hate crimes attack both individual victims and entire communities,” said the Jewish Council for
Public Affairs. “They are meant
to isolate and terrorize. We stand
in direct contrast: for an inclusive
and pluralistic community, one that
cherishes life and recognizes that
every person is created in the divine
image.”
The statement went on to point
out that tragic act “highlights that
there is still racism in our society
and that there is urgent need to
address the issue directly. We must
clearly and unequivocally demonstrate that hate violence has no place
in our society.”
Rabbi Noam Marans, director
of interreligious and intergroup
relations at AJC Global Jewish
Advocacy, said that “this horrific
massacre of innocents at prayer is
extreme depravity. We are shocked
beyond words that someone could
enter a house of worship in our
country and commit such a horrific crime, all the more so if it was

racially motivated.”
Numerous government officials weighed in on the shooting,
with some citing an attachment
to Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church. Closely impacted
by the tragedy was Charleston
Mayor Joseph Riley.
According to AP coverage of
a news conference, Riley, who is
Catholic, said that for someone to
go into a church and kill people who
had gathered to pray and worship
“is beyond any comprehension. We
are going to put our arms around
that church and that church family.”
A number of Catholic bishops
across the country issued statements,
including Archbishop Joseph E.
Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, who
is president of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops.
He expressed “grief and deep
sadness” over the murders June 19,
saying, “There have been far too
many heartbreaking losses in the
African-American community this
year alone. Our prayers are with all
those suffering from this heinous
crime. We join our voices with civic
and religious leaders in pledging
to work for healing and reconciliation.”
Archbishop Kurtz added, “We
must continue to build bridges and
we must confront racism and violence with a commitment to life, a
vision of hope and a call to action.”
Boston Cardinal Sean P.
O’Malley in a June 18 statement
said: “It is foundational to our country’s heritage that places of worship
always be sanctuaries of prayer,
safety and peace. We must reject
these senseless acts of hatred and
brutality in society.”

Pray, play … and simply be together!
Notre Dame Summer Retreat
Weekend Retreat for Families on the lovely grounds
of the University of Notre Dame August 7-9
Featuring inspirational talks by Coach Gerry Faust,
Sister Terry Rickard, O.P., and Dr. Greg and Lisa Popcak
Bring your family together for a weekend of prayer, spirituality,
fun and togetherness at the University of Notre Dame. Activities
include enrichment, celebrations, candle-light processions,
recreation and presentations by inspirational leaders like Gerry
Faust, former Notre Dame football coach! Let us help you
strengthen your family’s prayer life. Complete packages with
housing and meals available at affordable costs.

Reservations/Details:
Ann Melanson
800-299-7729
amelanson@hcfm.org

www.FamilyRosary.org
800-299-PRAY (7729)

The Family That Prays Together Stays Together.

CN S P HOTO/RA N DA LL HI LL, RE U TE RS

A small prayer circle forms nearby where police responded to a shooting
at the Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, S.C., June 17. A white gunman
was arrested in North Carolina on June 18 after killing nine people during a prayer service at Charleston’s historic African-American church, the
city’s police chief said, describing the attack as a hate crime.

St. Mary’s - Decatur

Unite With our Bishop & Diocese...
14 days of Prayer for our Country
June 21 thru July 4, 2015
“THINGS TO DO”
6 Requests from the U.S. Bishops
for the good of our Nation
1 Fast every Friday in some way
(cutback on food intake)
1 Pray the Rosary daily
1 Abstain from meat every Friday
1 Make a”Holy Hour” of Prayer weekly
1 Take part in Fortnight for Freedom events
1 Be educated! Check out www.usccb .org
PS: The above are good to do throughout the year for self and Nation

ALL NIGHT EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Friday, June 26 / July 3 8:00 pm - 8:00 am
Prayer for “Fortnight for Freedom”
Almighty God, You have called us to be a people of Faith,
gathering as one, in Your unchanging Truth.
By laws enacted by our government
our Religious Freedom is endangered.
We are being told to do things which go against Your Will.
We ask You to bless our Nation’s leadership and bless us with
the courage and wisdom to stand strong for what is right.
Give us a clear and united voice to speak Your Truth and be
willing to lay down our lives for what we cherish -for our sake,
our children, grandchildren and all to come after us.
Lord, bless us and empower us to do what is right. We ask this
in Love of You - and for the good of Religious Freedom. Amen!

