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FORT WAYNE— Bishop Kevin C.
Rhoades joined the staff and friends of
Redeemer Radio, Catholic Radio AM 1450,
to bless the new facility located on 4618 E.
State Blvd., Suite 200 in Fort Wayne.

Redeemer Radio staff, volunteers, com-
munity members, clergy and well-wishers
filled the new studios. Executive Director
Dave Stevens welcomed everyone and
introduced Msgr. Robert C. Schulte, who
led everyone in a prayer which focused on
spreading the Divine message. 

That sentiment was repeated in the
words of  Bishop Rhoades. After being

introduced by Stevens, the bishop said the
station has a holy and noble mission to
spread the Word and build up the Kingdom
of Heaven. The bishop said he fully sup-
ports the work of the station and enjoys lis-
tening to its programming. His hope is that
the station can spread its reach to include
all of the diocese.

Bishop Rhoades then spoke of the feast
of the Ascension, explaining that before His
ascension into heaven, Jesus directed the
Apostles, “to go into the whole world and
proclaim the Gospel to every creature.” He
said this holy mission is still vital 2,000
years later, calling for all Catholics to bring

Redeemer Radio blesses new
home, launches campaign

CNS PHOTO/STEFANO RELLANDINI, REUTERS

Pope Benedict XVI arrives to pray at the tombs of the Fatima visionaries in the Basilica of
Our Lady of Fatima after celebrating Mass at the Marian shrine in central Portugal May 13.

FATHER JOSEPH
GAUGHAN
When Father Joe Gaughan

left St. Vincent de Paul

Parish in Fort Wayne after

six years as associate pas-

tor, to become pastor of Most Precious

Blood Parish, he was given something he

had wanted for many years, a dog.

Because he was one of nine children, his
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BY MARK WEBER

PORTO, Portugal (CNS) — On a four-day visit to
Portugal, Pope Benedict XVI turned the Church’s
attention to Fatima and offered a new perspective on
the continuing relevance of Mary’s appearances and
messages there.

But the larger purpose of his May 11-14 trip, a
point enunciated at each of his three stops, was to prod
Catholics to adopt a more forceful and direct way of
evangelizing in a largely secularized society.

In talk after talk, the pope spoke about how to be a
missionary in the modern world, challenging
Portugal’s Catholic majority — and its bishops — to
stop acquiescing in a kind of silent surrender as the
faith is marginalized and even ridiculed.

In the northern city of Porto May 14, in the final
big event of the trip, the pope told 200,000 people at a
Mass that their duty as followers of Christ was to
announce his Gospel in every sector of society.

“We need to overcome the temptation to limit our-
selves to what we already have, or think we have, that
is safely our own: that would be a slow death for the
church as a presence in the world,” he said.

Pope Benedict has sometimes been presumed to
accept the idea of a smaller but more militant church,
supposedly to strengthen the church’s identity. But he
made it clear in Portugal that “pruning back” is not his
strategic goal.

In Porto, the pope said that to reach out more effec-
tively, the Church’s traditional idea of evangelizing
must change. In today’s increasingly multicultural
societies, he said, the Church needs to be able to mix
dialogue with proclamation and witness of the faith.

R A D I O ,  P A G E  4

In Portugal, pope calls for new
style of evangelization 
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He said the Church’s missionary map is no
longer geographical, however. Those awaiting
the Gospel message are “not only non-Christian
populations and distant lands,” but entire social
and cultural areas that cut across national or
continental boundaries.

His words seemed to prepare the way for an
announcement, expected in coming weeks, of
the creation of a “Pontifical Council for New
Evangelization” aimed precisely at promoting
broader missionary outreach in traditionally
Christian countries.

The 83-year-old pope made it clear from the
moment he stepped off his airplane that his idea
of “new evangelization” did not mean trying to
reinstall Catholicism as the state religion.
Arriving in Lisbon May 11, he told civil
authorities that the Church was happy to live in
a pluralistic society, which challenges its mem-
bers to articulate their beliefs and put them into
practice.

Addressing an overflow crowd at Mass in
one of Lisbon’s main squares, he encouraged
Catholics to be “radiant witnesses” of their
faith in key social areas: the family, culture, the
economy and politics. In case they took that as
a theoretical exhortation, he then offered an
“Evangelization 101” lesson, focusing on
enthusiasm and love for Christ.

“Bear witness to all of the joy that His
strong yet gentle presence evokes, starting with
your contemporaries. Tell them that it is beauti-
ful to be a friend of Jesus and that it is well
worth following Him,” he said.

In Fatima, the pope’s attention focused on
Mary and the devotional movement that has
developed around the sanctuary there. He con-
nected Mary’s apparitions with the evangeliz-
ing task and, in an evening prayer service with
priests and religious, said Mary remains the
model Christian for the modern Church.

Leading a nighttime rosary recital May 12
for tens of thousands of pilgrims, he said the
faith in many places seems like a light in dan-
ger of being “snuffed out forever.” The
Church’s absolute priority today, he said, is “to
make God visible in the world and to open for
humanity a way to God.” Don’t be ashamed, he
told Portuguese Catholics, to show the signs of
your faith.

In a talk the next day to Catholics who work
in social programs, the pope took aim at two
issues that have illustrated the waning influence
of the church in Portuguese society: the liberal-
ization of legal abortion in 2007 and the immi-
nent approval of a gay marriage law. He called
both developments “insidious and dangerous
threats to the common good,” prompting a
huge wave of applause.

But the pope also challenged his listeners,
saying it was important for the Church’s social
programs to resist the materialistic and rela-
tivistic values of the dominant culture, which, if
adopted, would drain faith and Christian hope
from the their efforts. In effect, he asked that
Church-run social programs strengthen their
Catholic identity.

Later on May 13, the pope addressed
Portugal’s bishops and, in unusually strong lan-
guage, denounced what he called a “silence of
the faith” in the face of widespread attacks on
religious values. When politicians and the
media have scorned religion, Catholics who are
ashamed of their faith have given a “helping
hand” to secularism by failing to speak up, he
said.

The bishops themselves, he said, must
respect pluralism and engage in dialogue, but
without being “gagged” when it comes to
defending the Church’s moral teachings.

Clearly, the pope sees evangelization today
as a countercultural activity. As he said in his
first talk in Portugal, in modern societies it can

even lead to the “radical choice” of martyrdom.
The other big dimension of the pope’s visit

was his interpretation of the message of Fatima.
On the plane carrying him to Portugal, he sur-
prised reporters by saying that the suffering of
the Church prophesied by the Fatima visions
could even include the priestly sex abuse scan-
dal — an example, he said, of a “terrifying”
attack on the Church from the sins of its own
members.

The pope paid homage to Mary at Fatima,
praying before her statue and at the tombs of
the three shepherd children to whom she
appeared in 1917.

Celebrating Mass for an estimated 500,000
people at the sanctuary May 13, the anniversary

of the first apparition, the pope emphasized that
the prophetic mission of Fatima had not ended,
and indeed has special relevance for a world
still caught in a “cycle of death and terror.”

The pope made it clear that he sees the mes-
sages and secrets of Fatima not as apocalyptic
predictions, but as a continual call for conver-
sion for a suffering church and a suffering
world.

This effort to “universalize” the message of
Fatima fits in well with Pope Benedict’s theo-
logical approach to private revelations, but has
left some Fatima enthusiasts wondering where
the dire details went.

CNS PHOTO/STEFANO RELLANDINI

Pope Benedict XVI l prays at the tombs of the Fatima visionaries after celebrating Mass at the
Marian shrine of Fatima in central Portugal May 13. Mary appeared to three shepherd children in
1917 at Fatima. Visionaries Blessed Francisco and Jacinta Marto died as children. Carmelite Sister
Lucia dos Santos died in 2005 at the age of 97.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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CNS PHOTO/STEFANO RELLANDINI ,  REUTERS

Pilgrims pack the grounds of the shrine at
Fatima for Mass with Pope Benedict XVI May 13
in central Portugal. The service marked the
93rd anniversary of the first appearance of
Mary to three shepherd children.

CNS PHOTO/STEFANO RELLANDINI

Pope Benedict XVI meets the Portuguese bish-
ops at the Marian shrine of Fatima in central
Portugal May 13. In a strongly worded talk to
Portuguese bishops, the pope denounced what
he called a “silence of the faith” in the face of
widespread attacks on religious values.
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• Sunday, May 23: 11:30 a.m. —  Adult Confirmation Mass
at Immaculate Conception Cathedral, Fort Wayne

• Monday, May 24: 10 a.m. — Eighth-grade graduation Mass
at Immaculate Conception Cathedral, Fort Wayne

• Monday, May 24: 5:15 p.m. —  Dedication and blessing of
new Most Rev. John M. D’Arcy Women’s Care Center in Fort
Wayne

• Tuesday, May 25: 12 p.m. — Mass for Board of Catholic
Community Foundation, Mishawaka, followed by meeting of the
board

• Tuesday, May 25: 7 p.m. — Confirmation Mass at Christ
the King Church, South Bend

• Wednesday, May 26: 7:30 p.m. — Baccalaureate Mass for
Saint Joseph’s High School at Basilica of the Sacred Heart,
University of Notre Dame

• Thursday, May 27: 7 p.m. —  Baccalaureate Mass for
Marian High School at St. Matthew Cathedral, South Bend

• Friday, May 28: 10 a.m. —  Baccalaureate Mass for Bishop
Luers High School at Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,
Fort Wayne

• Saturday, May 29: 5 p.m. — Confirmation Mass at St.
Dominic Church, Bremen

PUBLIC SCHEDULE OF BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADESIllinois priest named to succeed
Bishop Higi in Lafayette

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI has named Msgr.
Timothy L. Doherty, 59, as bishop
of Lafayette, Ind., and accepted
the resignation of Bishop William
L. Higi of Lafayette.

The appointment and resigna-
tion were announced in
Washington May 12 by
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, apos-
tolic nuncio to the United States.

A priest of the Diocese of
Rockford, Ill., Bishop-designate
Doherty had been pastor of St.
Catherine of Siena Parish in
Dundee, Ill., and St. Mary Mission
Church in Gilberts, Ill., since 2007
and diocesan ethicist for health
care since 1995.

Bishop Higi, 76, had been bish-
op of Lafayette since 1984.

Bishop-designate Doherty’s
episcopal ordination and installa-
tion is scheduled for July 15.
Bishop Higi will serve as apostolic
administrator until his successor is
installed.

“Your new bishop is going to ...
have his own style. He’s going to
be his own man, but it’s a great
blessing for us to have a man with
more energy, with a different
vision, different experience of the
Church,” Bishop Higi said at a
news conference attended by
diocesan staff members as well as
reporters.

“I couldn’t be happier with the
choice. I am sure as you get to
know him he’ll go down in history
as beginning a new era that will
enrich our Church and enrich our
community, both Catholic and
non-Catholic,” he added.

Bishop-designate Doherty
described his appointment as
somewhat overwhelming. “I am
humbled by the call of our Holy
Father,” he said. Being a bishop is
part “of my priesthood but was not
anticipated,” he said, adding he
felt “verklempt,”
or choked with
emotion. “It’s all
new.”

“I am privi-
leged to be with
you, and besides
acknowledging
the common
faith that draws
us all here ... our
discipleship with
Christ, I’m sim-
ply pledging
myself to you,
and I ask your
prayers and
help,” he said. “I
have no grand plan or vision at
this point. Things have happened
rather quickly for me.”

Timothy L. Doherty was born
in Rockford Sept. 29, 1950. After
graduating from what is now St.
Ambrose University in Davenport,
Iowa, in 1972, he attended the
Pontifical North American College
in Rome, finishing his studies in
1976. He was ordained for his

home diocese that year.
He has a licentiate in sacred

theology from the Pontifical
Lateran University’s Accademia
Alfonsiana and a doctorate in
Christian ethics from Loyola
University Chicago.

After his ordination, he was an
associate pastor at St. Peter

Cathedral in
Rockford, chair-
man of religious
studies at
Boylan Central
Catholic High
School, also in
Rockford, and
assistant princi-
pal at Marian
Central Catholic
High School in
Woodstock, Ill.
His other
assignments
have included
parochial
administrator at

St. James Parish in Lee, Ill., and
pastor of St. Mary Parish in
Byron, Ill.

Bishop Higi, a native of
Anderson, Ind., was ordained a
priest for the Lafayette Diocese in
1959. He served as an associate
pastor, secretary to the bishop,
vice chancellor, chancellor and
vicar general. While he was vicar
general, he was elected administra-

tor of the diocese after the death of
his predecessor, Bishop George
Fulcher, in 1984, then was named
its bishop.

“I’m appreciative to be here to
be shepherd to the priests, laypeo-
ple, to the religious, to all the
Catholic ministries of the diocese
but to be of some service to all of
the baptized,” Bishop-designate
Doherty said.

Bishop Higi acknowledged that
getting used to a new diocese will
be a time of transition for his suc-
cessor. He noted that the newly
named bishop is coming to
Lafayette from a much larger dio-
cese: Rockford has a Catholic pop-
ulation about 27 percent, while in
his new diocese, Catholics make
up 8 percent of the total popula-
tion.

“When a man is called to the
episcopacy he’s uprooted from his
support system and it’s akin, only
more acute, (to) when a pastor is
reassigned — you have a support
system, you’re close to people,”
Bishop Higi said. “It’s your fami-
ly, and to suddenly get a phone
call ... that you have to transport
yourself to a new environment,
different culture, history, that is
challenging. ... So I know that
your prayers will all be for our
new bishop that the transition will
be a good one.”

B Y  A N N  C A R E Y
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Pope Benedict XVI has named Msgr. Timothy L. Doherty, 59, as bishop of
Lafayette, Ind., and accepted the resignation of Bishop William L. Higi
of Lafayette. The appointment and resignation were announced in
Washington May 12 by Archbishop Pietro Sambi, apostolic nuncio to the
United States. Bishop-designate Doherty is pictured in an undated
photo.

“I have no grand plan or

vision at this point. Things

have happened rather

quickly for me.”

BISHOP-ELECT TIMOTHY L. DOHERTY

BISHOP RHOADES CELEBRATES
EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION MASS

KAREN CL IFFORD

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades speaks to South Bend Catholic

eighth-grade students at the graduation liturgy at St.

Matthew Cathedral on May 17.

Huge crowd shows support
for Pope Benedict 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — An
estimated 120,000 people con-
verged on St. Peter’s Square to
express support for Pope Benedict
XVI in dealing with the clerical
sexual abuse scandal.

Thanking the crowd for their
presence and affection May 16,
Pope Benedict said, “The true
enemy to fear is sin, the spiritual evil
that unfortunately sometimes infects
even members of the Church.”

“We Christians are not afraid of
the world, even if we have to be
careful of its seductions. Rather
we must fear sin and, for that rea-
son, be strongly rooted in God and
solid in goodness, love and serv-
ice,” he said at his weekly Sunday
blessing.

With trust in the Lord and a
renewed commitment to following
him, he said, the Church can
become holier by going through
“the trials” it is facing.

B Y  C I N D Y  W O O D E N
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the truth and love of Christ to
people.

The bishop said Redeemer
Radio is helping in this holy mis-
sion every day. The station’s pro-
grams enrich the lives of active
Catholics, those who have drifted
from the Church and non-
Catholics alike. 

After a Scripture reading and
intercessions, Bishop Rhoades
raised his hands and blessed the
new building, calling for
Redeemer
Radio to pro-
mote the peace
of Christ the
Lord. He then
moved through-
out the build-
ing, blessing
each area,
including the
two studios and
all in atten-
dance.

After the
blessing,
Bishop Rhoades
spoke to mem-
bers of the
press. When
asked how large
of a role tech-
nology plays in spreading the
message of the Catholic Church,
he said that it is essential to use
modern means, especially when
reaching out to young people,
and that we need to go beyond
traditional means to spread the
Gospel. 

The bishop said they had tried
to start a Catholic radio station in

Harrisburg before coming to the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend. He said, “When I heard
one was already well established
I was delighted because I know
the potential it has for evange-
lization and catechesis. It is a real
blessing for the people here.” 

Redeemer Radio also used the
occasion to formally launch its
fundraiser Building Faith,
Sharing Christ: The Campaign
for Redeemer Radio. This capital
campaign for Redeemer Radio’s
long-term growth is separate
from station Sharathons that fund
the daily operating expenses of
the station. 

According to Dr. John and
Lona Pritchard, campaign co-

chairs, “We
need to build
faith and share
Christ in our
community, and
Redeemer
Radio is the
lifeline to do
just that. It’s
imperative that
we reach our
goal of
$900,000, and
even exceed it!” 

Honorary co-
chairs of the
campaign are
Bishop Rhoades
and Bishop-
emeritus John
M. D’Arcy. 

Bishop Rhoades said of the
capital campaign, “I hope and
pray that it is successful, espe-
cially so that many more people
will be reached by this Catholic
radio station.”

To date, the capital campaign
has raised $569,000 (63 percent
of the target amount) during its
private phase. 

Mike Kelly, Redeemer Radio
board chair, said, “We are thrilled
by the outstanding show of sup-
port so far, and we are excited to
offer supporters an opportunity to
join with us to help grow local
Catholic radio in our area.”

Redeemer Radio is a listener-
supported, local independent
Catholic radio apostolate that
receives no ongoing financial
support from the diocese.
Redeemer Radio serves listeners
in Fort Wayne, northeast Indiana
and northwest Ohio by broadcast-
ing the truth and beauty of the
Catholic faith.  

The station has some impor-
tant purposes for the campaign: 

• Relocate and equip studio
space — Due to success in the
initial leadership phase of the
Campaign, Redeemer Radio is
relocating from a crowded, inade-
quate facility to new studios that

provide both the space and tech-
nology for expansion. 

• Develop local programming
— Redeemer Radio will develop
and broadcast a Monday through
Friday, locally-produced program
that will inspire Catholics and
non-Catholics in their daily faith
lives. Redeemer Radio will serve
as a strong, local resource for the
entire community.

• Add a FM noncommercial
station — Although it will take
several years for the planned
growth, Redeemer Radio will be
able to expand its coverage on
additional stations through much
of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend to many areas not
currently reached by the station.

• Retire the initial investment
— Since 2006, the Redeemer
Radio has repaid over $200,000
of the initial loan that allowed
Redeemer Radio to begin broad-
casting. By repaying the remain-
ing 70 percent of the loan
($450,000), the station will save
$69,000 in principal and interest
payments annually (2009).

With substantial gifts in the
initial leadership phase of the
campaign, Redeemer Radio is
moving to new studio facilities.
The relocation provides the space
necessary to expand Catholic
radio in the diocese and for the
station to install new state-of-the-
art, digital equipment to reach

beyond the current coverage area
using additional stations that
would carry Redeemer Radio
programming. There are still
additional technology invest-
ments needed for the new loca-
tion to have all pieces in place for
the expansion.  However, the new
studio location is tangible evi-
dence of the campaign’s progress
and the way that the generosity of
Redeemer Radio’s listeners is
already pointing to future success
and growth. 

The public phase of the cam-
paign will invite contributions
from Catholics and non-Catholics
to help strengthen Catholic radio
in the area. Campaign Co-Chair
Nick Gray noted, “Redeemer
Radio has been built through
parish involvement and with
overwhelming support from the
priests in this diocese.” Parish
efforts will begin in May and go
through the end of July. 

Ultimately, Building Faith,
Sharing Christ: The Campaign
for Redeemer Radio will help the
station to continue the remarkable
progress of the first four years. In
order to become the best local
Catholic radio station in the
country, Redeemer Radio is com-
mitted to airing the highest quali-
ty, most relevant programming,
while also expanding its reach so
that more souls may be touched. 
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JERRY KESSENS

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades speaks with Redeemer Radio Executive Director
Dave Stevens at the blessing of the new facilities located on East State
Boulevard in Fort Wayne.

“I hope and pray that it is

successful, especially so

that many more people

will be reached by this

Catholic radio station.”

BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES

Redeemer
Radio host
Matthew
Bunson inter-
views Bishop
Kevin C.
Rhoades in one
of the new stu-
dios located on
East State
Boulevard in
Fort Wayne.

MIKE KELLY
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mother had vetoed the pet option
as an unnecessary task and its
assigned responsibility likely to
be hers.

So now, Father Joe has Duke,
a lovable Labrador, and a mixed
breed shepherd, Buddy.

There was an abundance of
love among those nine brothers
and sisters, and Father Joe credits
learning how to share and how to
give to others in a large family as
a significant factor in forming his
life for priesthood. That, and the
deep faith and example of his
parents led him to ordination by
Bishop John M. D’Arcy on Nov.
16, 1994.

The large family likeness con-
tinues as he finds himself as the
father of a large parish family at
Most Precious Blood Parish, an
old, old church where the faith is
deeply rooted in Fort Wayne.  “I
draw strength from my congrega-
tion.” he says, citing as an exam-
ple one of his beloved flock,
Mildred McAfee, a nonagenari-
an, who lives in the house she
was born in across the street
from Precious Blood School.
Mildred comes to Mass daily and
leads the rosary before Mass.

Father Joe enjoys bringing all
of the sacraments to his parish
family; Baptism, Reconciliation,
the joy of weddings and even the

sorrow of funerals, with the
opportunity to bring consolation
and comfort to a family. Being
present to administer the sacra-
ments is being part of the
moment when God touches
hearts in a deep way, and he feels
honored to be part of that
moment.

Father Joe Gaughan is Fort
Wayne faceted in unique ways.
He was born here when his dad
was the first football coach at
Bishop Luers High School, and
although the family moved to
Peru, Ill., for a number of years,
they returned to Fort Wayne so
that Father Joe’s dad could
become the second principal of
Bishop Dwenger High School.
Young Joe spent his senior year
at Bishop Dwenger, where he
wrestled and play defensive back
for the Saints’ football team. He
is now the first diocesan priest to
be pastor of a venerable place
established and maintained for
more than a century by priests of
the Most Precious Blood.

Blessed to still have his par-
ents, his brothers and sisters have
given him numerous nieces and
nephews, and he is surrounded
by the love of his parish family,
and Duke and Buddy in a huge
house on Barthold Street in Fort
Wayne.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fort Wayne’s 
Most Complete 
Wedding Service.

Banquet Rooms

Hotel Rooms

Rehearsal Dinners

Catering Service

Wedding Cakes

You can choose one or all 

of our services. We’ll make the best of 

your special event. Hall’s has been in the 

business of making people happy for 

over 60 years. You can trust us to 

do it just right.

For more information contact Hall’s Guesthouse at:

(260) 489-2524 • www.DonHalls.com

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

Making a difference for life.
WHOLE LIFE  •  TERM  • RETIREMENT

ANNUITIES  •  LONG TERM CARE  •  IRA

<MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION>

The John J. Stackowicz Agency
Serving the Fort Wayne/South Bend Diocese

John Stackowicz General Agent 574-282-1082 office

Ed Eckersall  260-434-1526
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The Italian National
Consultation of Lay Groups, a
Catholic organization, spearheaded
the effort to bring Catholics to the
square to join the pope and show
their support. A variety of Catholic
organizations and movements,
labor unions and political groups
joined them, filling St. Peter’s
Square and spilling onto the adja-
cent streets.

Paola Dal Toso, secretary of the
national consultation, told Vatican
Radio that participants wanted to
pray for the victims of sexual
abuse, but also “to recall all the
good that many priests do, which
does not make the news.”

Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco of
Genoa, president of the Italian
bishops’ conference, led the crowd
in prayer before the pope arrived at
his studio window to address the
gathering.

“Almighty and eternal God,
comfort of the afflicted and sup-
port of the troubled, hear the cry of
those who are in pain so that they
would find justice and comfort,”
the cardinal prayed.

He also prayed that the abuse
victims would return to participat-
ing in the life of a “purified”
Church, so that they could “redis-
cover the infinite love of Christ.”

In a rare exception, Vatican
officials allowed the organizers to
hang banners from the colonnade
surrounding the square; many pro-
claimed, “Together with the pope.”

“We young people are with
you,” “The people of Rome with
the pope” and dozens of other
signs, banners, balloons and flags
expressed love for the pope.

Salvatore Martinez, president of
the Italian Renewal in the Holy
Spirit movement, told Vatican
Radio that Catholics recognize that
some people in the Church have
seriously sinned, “but the Church
is alive, the Church is still stand-
ing. The laity and the movements
are expressions of it through their
vitality, their beauty and through
the strength of the witness they
give each day.”

Andrea Olivero, president of an
Italian Christian workers’ group,
told the radio that members of his
group appreciated the pope’s
bluntness in recognizing that some
priests have hurt children and
betrayed the trust placed in them.

The abuse scandal, he said,
“should be experienced as a cross
by all of us. We cannot allow our
pastors to be the only ones who
live with this suffering, which is a
suffering that affects the entire
Church.”

At the same time, Olivero said,
all Catholics must make a renewed
commitment to living their faith
and to helping the poor, the weak
and the hurting.

Pope Benedict also referred to
the scandal when he wrote to par-
ticipants in a large ecumenical
gathering in Germany. The ecu-
menical Kirchentag, which ended
May 16, had focused on the theme
of hope.

The pope said that at a time
when the world’s people are in
need of hope, some people are ask-
ing if the Church really is a place
to find it.

“In the past few months, we
repeatedly have had to face news
that could attempt to remove the
joy from the Church, news that

obscures it as a place of hope,” he
said.

Using the words of a Bible
parable, the pope said that people
may be tempted to ask God
whether he sowed the seeds of His
Gospel in good earth.

“Weeds exist even in the heart
of the Church and among those
whom the Lord has welcomed into
his service in a special way. But
the light of God has not set, the
good grain has not been suffocated
by the seed of evil,” the pope said.

The Church continues to be a
place of hope, he said, because it is
the place where people hear the
word of God, “which purifies us
and shows us the path of faith.”
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Young people cheer Pope Benedict XVI after he leads the “Regina Coeli”
prayer at the Vatican May 16. Some 150,000 people attended the
“Regina Coeli” in a show of support for the pope.
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ND valedictorian urges
graduates to challenge
the conventional
WASHINGTON (CNS) — When
Katie Odette Washington of Gary
took the stage May 16 as what is
believed to be the University of
Notre Dame’s first black valedicto-
rian, she told her fellow graduates
to step outside of their comfort zone
and challenge the conventional to
make their imprint on the world. In
an address that focused on future
challenges “beyond the applause,”
the biological sciences major who
earned a 4.0 grade-point average
from one of the country’s most
identifiable Catholic universities,
urged the new graduates to learn
from the silences that often follow
moments of exaltation. “While
applause is accompanied by feel-
ings of safety and security, this
silence can bring vulnerability and
uneasiness,” Washington said.
“Through my experiences at Notre
Dame, I’ve found these silent
uneasy moments usually spring up
right after I get comfortable with
self praise and appreciating my
own accomplishments.”
Washington is believed to be the
first black Notre Dame graduate to
be named valedictorian, but the uni-
versity chose not to highlight this
point because the school hasn’t kept
records of the race, ethnicity or gen-
der of previous valedictorians
throughout the years, said Dennis
Brown, a university spokesman.
Notre Dame’s president, Holy
Cross Father John I. Jenkins, called
Washington a graduate who should
be admired for her determination
and accomplishments during her
time at the university. “Katie, you
have not only challenged your
classmates, but you’ve challenged
every one of us in this football sta-
dium as well,” Father Jenkins said
after her valedictory address.

Helping immigrant 
families helps everyone,
Vatican officials say
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Nations
serve their own interests as well as
the good of migrants when they
adopt family-friendly immigration
policies, said the Vatican offices
that work with families and
migrants. Allowing immigrants to
bring family members with them
obviously increases a newcomer’s
happiness, but it also gives them the
built-in support system needed to
integrate responsibly into their new
homeland, the offices said. Cardinal
Ennio Antonelli, president of the
Pontifical Council for the Family,
and Archbishop Antonio Maria
Veglio, president of the Pontifical
Council for Migrants and Travelers,
issued a statement May 14 in antic-
ipation of the U.N. celebration of
the International Day of Families.
The United Nations chose “The
Impact of Migration on Families
around the World” as the theme for
the May 15 observance. Families
play an essential role in promoting
“peace and social cohesion, educa-
tional development and general
well-being, economic growth and

social integration,” the Vatican offi-
cials said. Families transmit values,
help people preserve their cultural
identity and are important influ-
ences in preventing crime and
delinquency, they said.

Arizona leaders push
Congress, Justice, White
House on immigration
WASHINGTON (CNS) — A dele-
gation of Arizona religious leaders
made the rounds in Washington
May 13, encouraging members of
Congress to pass comprehensive
immigration reform and dis-
cussing possible legal challenges
to the state’s new immigration law
with staff at the Justice
Department and the White House.
At a news conference outside the
offices of Sen. John McCain,
Tucson Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas
and United Methodist Bishop
Minerva Carcano said their meet-
ing with the Arizona Republican
was cordial but that he was
adamant about not wanting com-
prehensive immigration legisla-
tion to move in Congress until
“the border is secure.” McCain
previously co-sponsored legisla-
tion that dealt with border security
packaged together with law
changes that provide a way for
undocumented immigrants to

legalize their status and that would
fundamentally change the system
for legal immigration for family
reunification and temporary work.
As the Republican nominee for
president in 2008, he advocated
for legislation similar to that being
encouraged by the religious dele-
gation. Bishop Kicanas told
reporters that McCain said cir-
cumstances have changed and that
he now believes enforcement has
to happen separately and first.
Bishop Kicanas said legislation
should include “an earned path-
way to citizenship, not amnesty
but an earned path,” as well as
ways to keep families together by
making it easier for people to
bring their relatives into the coun-
try legally, because “the family is
the nucleus of society and any
breakdown of family life causes
problems.”

Glendon to receive Path
to Peace Award
NEW YORK (CNS) — Mary Ann
Glendon will be honored with the
annual Path to Peace Award in New
York June 8. Archbishop Celestino
Migliore, apostolic nuncio to the
United Nations and president of the
Path to Peace Foundation, will
present the award at a dinner. The
foundation was established to sup-
port the work of the Vatican’s mis-

sion to the United Nations. Glendon
is a Harvard law professor, presi-
dent of the Pontifical Academy of
Social Sciences and former U.S.
ambassador to the Holy See. Last
year she was chosen to receive the
University of Notre Dame’s Laetare
Medal during the university’s com-
mencement ceremony, but she
turned down the honor as the
debate grew over President Barack
Obama’s presence as speaker and
honorary degree recipient at the
university’s commencement cere-
mony. The Laetare Medal is award-
ed to an American Catholic for out-
standing service to the Catholic
Church and society. In declining the
award, Glendon cited concerns
about Notre Dame honoring the
president despite his views on “fun-
damental principles of justice” con-
trary to Catholic teaching, referring
to Obama’s support for legal abor-
tion and embryonic stem-cell
research. Glendon has written
books on human rights, compara-
tive law, constitutional law and
political theory, and many of these
works have won awards. Glendon
is a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences and
the International Academy of
Comparative law. She also is the
past president of the UNESCO-
sponsored International Association
of Legal Science.

Quarters are tight 
for Haitian earthquake 
survivors
ST. MARC, Haiti — It’s becom-
ing a little less crowded for
Riclaine Lescailles and her seven
children in the rambling house
where they have been staying for
several weeks since fleeing the
devastation and confusion in the
Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince
days after the Jan. 12 earthquake.
Seventeen families — totaling
nearly 100 people — still lived in
the large dwelling at 118 Pivert in
St. Marc, 50 miles north of the
capital at the end of April. When
Lescailles and her children moved
into the dwelling in March, there
were 160 people crammed into the
rooms. As difficult as the situation
is, Lescailles knows life would be
far worse if she had stayed in Port-
au-Prince. Large sections of the
capital remain under rubble. More
than 1 million people still are
homeless. Life in the tent camps is
unhealthy and dangerous. The
building that Lescailles and her
children now call home is a mile
north of St. Marc Cathedral,
where Father Alcide Vercelat
secures donations to pass on to
hundreds of displaced residents.
Deacon Rodrigue Mortel, director
of the Missions Office for the
Archdiocese of Baltimore, is a
major benefactor of his hometown
cathedral, and, by extension,
earthquake refugees such as
Lescailles. Father Vercelat opened
his wallet and distributed 25 gour-
des (about 60 cents) to adults. It
was their family per diem. “What
I hope to do,” Father Vercelat
wrote in an e-mail, “is to give a lit-
tle money to each family so that
they can get organized and find
some economic fulfillment.
Because right now, fewer and
fewer people think about Haiti.”

New bishop says
appointment a ‘shock’ 
PHOENIX (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI’s naming of an aux-
iliary bishop for the Phoenix
Diocese took almost everyone by
surprise — including Bishop-des-
ignate Eduardo A. Nevares. “Me?
Me?” he asked Archbishop Pietro
Sambi, papal nuncio of the United
States, after hearing of his appoint-
ment two weeks earlier. “Talk
about a shock and then a surprise,”
Bishop-designate Nevares said
during a May 11 news conference
at the Diocesan Pastoral Center.
“But God’s way is a wonderful
way, and I’m so happy to be here
among you today.” Archbishop
Sambi announced the appointment
earlier that day in Washington.
Phoenix Bishop Thomas J.
Olmsted first requested an auxil-
iary bishop two and a half years
ago, after he was appointed apos-
tolic administrator of the Diocese
of Gallup, N.M., which includes a
portion of Arizona. He served in
that capacity until Bishop James S.
Wall was installed in Gallup in
April 2009. About a year ago,
Bishop Olmsted heard Phoenix
would get an auxiliary.
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Family members watch as the casket of entertainer and civil rights activist Lena Horne is

carried away at her funeral at the Church of St. Ignatius Loyola in New York May 14.

Horne, who died May 9 at age 92, was a Catholic and one of the first black performers

hired to sing with Charlie Barnet’s white orchestra in the early 1940s, playing at the

Copacabana nightclub in New York City. 

CASKET OF LENA HORNE IS CARRIED AWAY OUTSIDE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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Saint Mary’s College 
honors chair of English
department with Maria
Pieta Award 
NOTRE DAME — The Maria
Pieta Award was established in
1976 in honor of Holy Cross
Sister Maria Pieta, who was a
teacher and an administrator at
Saint Mary’s College. The award
recognizes the quality of teaching
done in courses for freshmen and
sophomores. The recipient of this
year’s award is Professor
Theodore Billy, chair of the
department of English.

Professor Billy joined the fac-
ulty in 1987, and outside of his
teaching responsibilities, he
actively promotes students’
extracurricular learning in clubs,
performances, presentations and
publications. He is known for
working closely with student jour-
nal editors and even accepting the
leading role in a student-directed
play. 

Professor Billy received the
Maria Pieta Award at Honors
Convocation on Sunday, May 2.
Students, faculty and staff nomi-
nate candidates for this award and
the Academic Affairs Council
makes the final selection. The
name of the recipient is not
revealed until the convocation.

Saint Mary’s Honors chair
of math department with
Spes Unica Award
NOTRE DAME — The Spes
Unica Award recognizes a faculty
member’s eminent service to Saint
Mary’s College. Contributions can
be in the area of teaching, scholar-
ship/ creative activity and/or serv-
ice. This year’s recipient,
Professor Joanne Snow, chair of
the mathematics department, has
demonstrated exceptional dedica-
tion to the college in all of these
areas. 

Professor Snow’s name can be
found on any list of members of
major committees at Saint Mary’s
over the years, often as chair or
co-chair. In addition, she has been
the faculty member on the board
of trustees since 2006. But her
greatest contribution to the college
would be as a faculty member in
the Department of Mathematics.
She’s taught in the department
since 1984.

Professor Snow has long been
recognized as a superior teacher,
having won the Maria Pieta Award
in 1993. She received the Spes
Unica Award at Honors
Convocation on Sunday, May 2.
Students, faculty and staff nomi-
nate candidates for this award and
the Academic Affairs Council
makes the final selection. The
name of the recipient is not
revealed until the convocation.

Bishop Dwenger
announces scholarship
recipients
FORT WAYNE — Bishop
Dwenger High School seniors

Tony Schafer and Tony
Svarczkopf were selected as 2010
Evans Scholars. Schafer will
attend Purdue University to study
biology and Svarczkopf will
attend Indiana University to study
business. As Evans Scholars, both
will receive full-ride scholarships
to attend their respective universi-
ties.

Ancilla College celebrates
43rd graduating class
DONALDSON — Ancilla
College graduated its 43rd class in
school history on Saturday, May
8, at the Ancilla Domini Chapel.
Seventy of the 94 applicants for
graduation were in attendance to
receive their diplomas.

Dr. Tom Buchanan, associate
professor of history and chair of
the division of history, behavioral
science and business, served as
the keynote speaker for the event.

Other speakers at commence-
ment included Dr. Ron May,
Ancilla College president; Diana
DeMoss, president of the Student
Government Association; and
Betty Chesak, president of the
Alumni Association.

A reception organized by the
Ancilla Alumni Association fol-
lowed, as Ancilla faculty, staff,

students and their families gath-
ered in Cana Hall for fellowship
and refreshments.

An Honors Convocation was
also held on Friday, May 7, at the
Ancilla Domini Chapel, as stu-
dents and faculty alike were hon-
ored for their achievements.

‘Blessings Bloom’ 
breakfast benefits
Hannah’s House
MISHAWAKA — Hannah’s
House held a breakfast at Windsor
Park Conference Center in
Mishawaka, on Thursday, May 6,
with over 300 in attendance to
share the mission of Hannah’s
House, Maternity Home With A
Heart, which has served pregnant
women and their babies for almost
20 years. Tricia Sloma,
NewsCenter 16, was the host.
Charlie Adams, senior national
speaker for the National
Collegiate Scouting Association
of Chicago, also spoke in support
of the women and babies served at
Hannah’s House. 

The breakfast donations helped
Hannah’s House exceed its sus-
tained giving campaign, Blessings
From Heaven, goal of $150,000.
Hannah’s House is a maternity

home that provides a safe and
secure home, programming and
support for the physical, emotion-
al and spiritual well being of preg-
nant woman. To donate or refer a
woman to Hannah’s House call
(574) 254-5309.

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College president resigns
ST. MARY-OF-THE-WOODS —
David G. Behrs, Ph.D., announced
his resignation as president of
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College, effective July 30. Behrs
has accepted an opportunity to
return to California to be close to
family and friends. His new posi-
tion in San Anselmo will be as San
Domenico Head of School.

Behrs stated, “It has been the
greatest honor of my life to have
served the college community in
my responsibilities as president.
My special thanks to all the dedi-
cated Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College faculty, staff, students,
and alumnae/i colleagues that
each day have shared a mission to
continually improve our campus
community and provide excel-
lence in the higher education
arena. I stand in amazement at
their passion, dedication and
incredible student advocacy.

“Maureen and I wish the Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods College com-
munity continued prosperity and
success,” the president said. 

Kathy Lubeznik, chair of the
board of trustees, said, “On behalf
of the Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College Board of Trustees, we
thank Dr. Behrs for his leadership
as our president. His hard work
and dedication provide us a good
foundation for the college’s next
stages of growth.”

The Board of Trustees unani-
mously appointed Dottie King,
Ph.D., vice president for academic
affairs, to serve as interim presi-
dent. The tustees selected King for
her strong leadership skills to con-
tinue the college’s current direc-
tion, her extensive experience in
higher education, and her knowl-
edge of the college community.
Behrs will assist King during the
transition period. 

“The board of trustees is com-
mitted to a smooth transition
through a thorough search for a
new president. The details of the
transition will be announced at a
later date. Finding an experienced
leader who will build upon our
successes is paramount. We will
undertake a thoughtful and com-
prehensive process. We have great
confidence in our senior leader-
ship team,” added Lubeznik.

Behrs became the 15th presi-
dent of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College on July 1, 2007. He is the
first male to be president of Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods College. 

School Sisters of St.
Francis celebrate jubilee 
MILWAUKEE,
Wis. — Sixty-
three U.S. School
Sisters of St.
Francis will cele-
brate milestone
anniversaries of
service as
women religious
on June 19. One
associate of the
School Sisters of
St. Francis will celebrate a 25-year
jubilee. The following School
Sister of St. Francis served in the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend:

S. Mynette Tossing celebrates
60 years as a School Sister of St.
Francis. She was born in Aurora,
Ill. She has a bachelor’s degree
from Alverno College in
Milwaukee, Wis. (1959), a mas-
ter’s degree from the University of
Saint Francis in Fort Wayne,
(1974) and certification as a read-
ing specialist from Northeastern
Illinois University in Chicago
(1983). Sister has lived her reli-
gious ministry in education in
Illinois. In the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, Sister taught
at St. Joseph School in
Monroeville (1963-1967) and was
principal and teacher there (1969-
1972). Sister resides in Elmwood
Park, Ill. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE

TOM UEBBING

About 330 area Christians filled Mishawaka’s Battell Center to capacity on May 6 for an

hour long prayer service for the United States. Among eight pastors leading prayer was

Father Dan Scheidt of Queen of Peace Parish who prayed on the theme “Christian

Liberty and the Unborn.” Father Scheidt prayed for doctors and mothers to recognize

“the divinely formed humanity” of the child in the womb and for elected officials to

“build a culture of life and of love” and to protect the “smallest and weakest developing

in their first home, the womb of their mother.” 

FATHER SCHEIDT PRAYS AT NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

SISTER MYNETTE
TOSSING
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Deacon John Shannon to be ordained
May 22 in Nebraska
LINCOLN, Neb. — Deacon
John E. Shannon, FSSP, son of
Ronald and Marilyn Shannon of
Fort Wayne, will be ordained a
priest of the Priestly Fraternity of
St. Peter in Lincoln, Neb., on
Saturday, May 22. Bishop Fabian
W. Bruskewitz of Lincoln will
confer orders on Shannon who
will offer his first Mass the fol-
lowing day, Pentecost Sunday, in
the recently consecrated chapel
of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Seminary, the Chapel of Ss. Peter
and Paul. The fraternity’s
charism is the celebration of the
Mass and sacraments in the
extraordinary form. 

As Father John Shannon,
FSSP, he will celebrate his first
Solemn High Mass in Fort
Wayne on Sunday, May 30. The
Mass, offered in the extraordi-
nary form, will be held at St.
Peter Church, 518 E. DeWald
St., at 11:30 a.m.  

Deacon John Shannon anoints his nephew, Kai Seong Joon Imrick, dur-
ing the opening Baptism ceremony at the entrance to Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, Fort Wayne, on May 2. Deacon Shannon is assisted by
Father Daniel Leeuw and Kai’s godmother, Regina Shannon.

Area Catholic students receive top theology awards at Notre Dame

NOTRE DAME — Sometimes,
the best things in life are home
grown.

The University of Notre
Dame’s theology faculty, led by its
chair Professor John Cavadini,
conferred two awards upon four
students on April 26. The Diocese
of Fort Wayne-South Bend was
well represented with the selection
of Caroline Murphy, a graduate
from Saint Joseph’s High School
and Justin Bartkus from Marian
High School as two of the award
recipients.

Msgr. Michael Heintz, director
of the Master of Divinity Program
in Theology at the University of
Notre Dame and rector of St.
Matthew Cathedral in South Bend,
was elated at the selection of
Murphy and Bartkus.

“It is a really great honor to
have two of the four undergraduate
winners be graduates of our two
Catholic high schools,” Msgr.

Heintz says. “I could not be more
proud of them both.”

Bartkus received the Rev.
Joseph H. Cavanaugh, CSC,
Award, which was established in
1960 and, “is given annually to a
graduating senior(s) who has evi-
denced high qualities of personal
character and academic achieve-
ment, particular in theological
studies.”

Murphy received the Gertrude
Austin Marti Award, which was
established in 1987, and is given
annually “to a senior who has
given evidence of excellent quali-
ties of personal character and aca-
demic achievement in theology.”

Robert Krieg, director of under-
graduate studies in the Theology
Department at the University of
Notre Dame, described some of
the criteria used in the selection of
students for these awards.

“The recipients of these two
awards are graduating seniors who
have shown academic excellence
in general and, in particular, in the-
ological studies, that is, in

Christian faith seeking understand-
ing. Moreover, they have manifest-
ed outstanding personal character
as evidenced in maturity, integrity,
community service and a love of
learning. The award winners are
selected by the theology depart-
ment’s chairperson in consultation
with the department’s Collegiate
Committee.”

Cavadini adds that with 200
theology majors within the depart-
ment, the selection of local stu-
dents is especially rewarding.

“Notre Dame draws qualified
students from all over the country
and internationally and it is grati-
fying to know that we have indi-
viduals from our own local com-
munity, and educated in our dioce-
san Catholic schools that have
excelled in this way. They haven’t
just achieved academically, they
are both very faith-filled people
who are formed in a Catholic way.
And I think it is a great testimony
to the local schools as well as our
own department,” he says.

Both Murphy and Bartkus
attended South Bend Catholic
grade schools. Murphy attended
Holy Cross School from kinder-
garten through eighth grade while
Batkus moved into the South Bend
area in 1987 and attended St.
Anthony de Padua School from
fourth to eighth grade.

Murphy credits her parochial
education for her love of theology.
“My theology experience at Notre
Dame has helped to form me as a
person. I saw from my teachers,
their love for God and their sub-
ject, and realized it was something
you can teach kids at a young age.
I think back to my years at Holy
Cross and how all my religion
teachers were so enthusiastic and
very genuine about their love for
teaching and love for God.”

Bartkus recalls a theology class

at Marian High School that
inspired his decision to major in
theology at Notre Dame. “I took a
class on great Catholic thinkers
from Father Dan Scheidt (currently
the pastor of Queen of Peace
Parish in Mishawaka). He is a hero
and mentor of mine that I appreci-
ate so much. The class got me to
change my way of thinking about
the world and awakened my sense
of faith and the intellectual side of
it.” 

Both students had an opportuni-
ty to spend a summer studying in
Rome. Each acknowledged the
universality of the Catholic faith
around the world.

“We lived just north of the
Vatican so every day on our way
to class we would walk by St.

Peter’s Basilica and it was so pro-
found,” said Murphy. Bartkus
adds, “and then you come home
and you go to your own suburban
parish, and it is so rich because it
is the Church Universal and it does
bind us together.”

Murphy and Bartkus look for-
ward to using the knowledge they
have gained from their theological
studies. Murphy will embark on
two years of service-learning in the
Alliance for Catholic Education as
she teaches school at the San
Xavier Indian Reservation outside
of Tucson, Ariz. Bartkus will begin
graduate studies at the University
of Notre Dame, concentrating on
historical theology in the Theology
Department’s program for the
Masters of Theological Studies.
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KAREN CL IFFORD

The University of Notre Dame’s theology faculty, led by its chair Professor
John Cavadini, center, conferred two awards upon four students on April
26, including Caroline Murphy, left, a graduate from Saint Joseph’s High
School and Justin Bartkus, right, from Marian High School. Murphy
received the Gertrude Austin Marti Award, and Bartkus received the Rev.
Joseph H. Cavanaugh, CSC, Award

http://www.provena.org/sacredheart
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Michael Welling named Bishop Luers High
School valedictorian
FORT WAYNE — Fort Wayne
native Michael Welling has been
named valedictorian for the 2010
class of Bishop Luers High
School. He is a parishioner of  St.
John the Baptist Parish in Fort
Wayne.

While a student at Bishop
Luers Welling enjoyed any class
that challenged him including AP
history, physics and calculus.
Extracurricular activities he has
been involved in include football,
show choir, Key Club, student
council, Academic Superbowl
and National Honor Society. 

Awards include the
Outstanding Scholar Athlete
Award for football and the Allen
County Non-Public Schools
Distinguished Student Award.
Team awards he is most proud of
include three show choir grand
championships, two football state
titles, and a third place finish of
the math academic superbowl
team at state.

Other interests include read-
ing, video games and collecting
an array of items, including
coins, cards and rocks.

Welling feels his Catholic edu-
cation has been “priceless” to
him and says of his faith life,
“Whether it was a prayer at the
start of class or a Mass to cele-
brate a holy day, my faith has
always been intertwined with my
education in some way or anoth-
er. This close relationship
between faith and knowledge has
helped mold me into the person I

am today.”
Welling is active in

his parish as usher
and altar server,
as well as volun-
teering for spe-
cial events like the
parish festival. He says,
“The best part about being
involved in church func-
tions is that you always
feel welcome.”

The 2010 valedictori-
an is grateful for the
support he has received
and says, “I would like
to give tremendous
thanks to my parents
for their sacrifice of
sending me to St.
John’s and Bishop

Luers, where I have received a
Catholic education that is truly
irreplaceable. I would also like to
thank my teachers for teaching
me not only the facts but also
how to think. Finally, I would
like to give thanks to God for not
making my load lighter, but my
back stronger, every day of my
life.”

Welling plans to attend Purdue
University where he will pursue
an engineering degree.

Kyren O’Shaughnessey 2010
Bishop Luers salutatorian
FORT WAYNE — Kyren
O’Shaughnessey is the salutatori-
an of Bishop Luers Class of
2010. She is a Fort Wayne native
as well as parishioner of St. John
the Baptist Parish in New Haven.  

While attending Bishop Luers
O’Shaughnessey was involved in
Key Club, World Culture Club,
Peer Ministry, Peer Tutoring,
National Honor Society, drama,
Freshman Mentoring, swimming,
softball, and was captain of the
girl’s golf team. “Golf,” she says,
“was the most influential because
it taught me a lot of great life les-
sons like patience and persever-

ance.” She was also the
publicist of World
Culture Club her sopho-
more year and the resi-

dent senior year. Her favorite
courses included all math classes
and creative writing.

O’Shaughnessey was named
Academic All-State in golf her
senior year and chosen the

Most Valuable Player on the
golf team her sophomore, junior
and senior years. 

O’Shaughnessey was also
named lst Team All Conference in
girls golf as a junior and senior.

Of other interests
O’Shaughnessey says, “I used to
enjoy knitting but I don’t have a
lot of time for hobbies right now.
If I am not at school, an extracur-
ricular activity, at work, or doing
homework, I usually hang out
with my friends or go shopping. I
would like to be fluent in a sec-
ond language and hope to work
towards becoming fluent in
Spanish.”

O’Shaughnessey, who likes to

“keep God first” in her life says
prayer has played a significant
role in her academic life and
career goals. She says of her
Catholic education, “For me, the
value of a Catholic education is
being able to share my faith with
the people that I spend most of
my time with. It also helps me to
always remember to put God first
in all that I do.”

The salutatorian is grateful to
many who have supported her in
her academic and faith endeavors
and says, “I would like to thank
God, my parents and sisters, my
teachers and the entire Luers fac-
ulty and staff including the lunch
ladies and the janitors, and my
friends.”

O’Shaughnessey plans to
study Speech, Language and
Hearing Sciences at Purdue
University in hopes of become a
speech pathologist.

MICHAEL WELLING KYREN O’SHAUGHNESSEY

Alexandria L. Schmieman
Congratulations, Allie

on your graduation from
Bishop Dwenger High School...

and best wishes at Marian University!
love,
Grandma 

St. John the Baptist - Fort Wayne
extends best wishes to the

2010 parish graduates and congratulates
MICHAEL WELLING

Bishop Luers Valedictorian and St. John’s alumnus.

“You will always be 
part of our family!”

Congratulations to ALL the graduates from

TODAY’S CATHOLIC
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Alex Yaney named salutatorian of Bishop
Dwenger High School
FORT WAYNE — Alex Yaney
has been named salutatorian of
Bishop Dwenger High School’s
class of 2010. He is a member of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in
Fort Wayne.

While a student at Bishop
Dwenger, Yaney favorite classes
were AP U.S. history, AP chem-
istry, English literature and AP
Statistics. Extracurricular activi-
ties include serving as president
of  Key Club and co-president of
Students Against Destructive
Decisions. Yaney was also a
member of Spanish Club, Saints
for Life, National Honors
Society, Peer Mediation, Social
Justice Club and A Chance To
Serve Ministry. He also enjoys
reading, running and basketball.

Noteworthy awards this young
scholar has received include the
Rotary Youth Leadership Award
and academic distinction in
numerous subjects ranging from
religion to AP Chemistry. Other
awards earned are the St. Francis
Master of Life Science, the
Mother Teresa Service Award and
the Eli Lily Scholarship.

Of his faith and Catholic edu-
cation Yaney says, “A Catholic
education means the world to me.
It means that I can express my
beliefs and my feelings with my
peers. I could not be myself if I
could not share my faith with the
people around me. Faith is very
important in my life and it has
been since I can remember. My
faith is also the basis for my
future career goals. The purpose

of my future career
is to help
others,
some-
thing I
have
learned is
important
through my
faith.”

Yaney has been
involved at his home
parish as religious edu-
cation instructor for several
years, as well as serving as
photographer at special
church events. He also volun-
teers at Mary’s Soup Kitchen
twice a month.

Reflecting gratefully on his
academic career he says,
“I would like to thank my

family, especially my parents and
brothers for everything they have
done for me. I would also like to
thank my friends who have been
with me through my four years at
Dwenger. Moreover, I would like
to thank all of the teachers,
administration and staff at Bishop
Dwenger for making my high
school experience so enjoyable.”

Yaney will attend the
University of Notre Dame in the
fall majoring in biology/pre-med
and aspires to become a cardio-
thoracic surgeon.

ALEX YANEY

Jordan Venderley named
valedictorian of Bishop
Dwenger High School
FORT WAYNE — Jordan
Venderley has been named vale-
dictorian of Bishop Dwenger
High School’s class of 2010. The
Fort Wayne native is a member
of St. Vincent de Paul Parish.

Favorite classes during his
academic career include calculus,
chemistry, and anatomy and
physiology. Venderley has partic-
ipate in four years of varsity
wrestling and was captain of the
team. Other extracurricular activ-
ities include football, rugby and
cross country. He is also a mem-
ber of the National Honor
Society as well as a BD ambassa-
dor.

Of his personal pastime inter-
ests the busy scholar says, “I
have recently picked up guitar
and, outside of school sports, I
am an avid slalom skier and
cyclist.”

Special awards earned by this
outstanding student include aca-
demic all-state wrestler, AP
Scholar, National Merit
Honorable Mention and National
Latin Exam “Cum Laude.”

Of his faith life and education
Venderley offers, “I believe that a
Catholic education enables one to
grow not only intellectually but
spiritually every day with sup-
portive peers and teachers who
share similar beliefs and values.
My faith encourages me to live a

moral life with special emphasis
on God and family while simulta-
neously pursuing success inside
and outside the classroom.”

In gratitude for his successful
academic career Venderley says,
“I would like to thank God for all
the gifts he has bestowed me
with and my family for helping
me develop those gifts as well as
for always being there to provide
me with support.”

Venderley will attend Indiana
University to study chemistry in
hopes of pursuing a career as an
anesthesiologist.

JORDAN VENDERLY

BISHOP DWENGER STUDENTS EARN
‘CUM LAUDE’ STATUS ON LATIN EXAM

L IZ  DELANEY

Over 150,000 Latin students from all 50 states and 13 for-

eign countries participated in the National Latin Exam.

Bishop Dwenger High School had 20 Latin V students

participate in the poetry division, and seven Latin IV stu-

dents participate in the prose division of the exam. Four

senior students earned “Cum Laude” status for their

scores, and were awarded certificates and plaques for their

efforts. They are from left, Jordan Venderley, Ben Beuchel,

Melanie Jablonski and Adam Pagryzinski.
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Katie Mischler valedictorian 
of Marian High School
MISHAWAKA — Katie Mischler
has been named 2010 valedictori-
an of Marian High School. This
Mishawaka native is a parishioner
of St. Anthony de Padua Parish in
South Bend.

At Marian Mischler’s favorite
subjects ranged from AP physics
to ACP chemistry to sewing. She
has also been involved in a long-
time volleyball career including
serving as coach for the St. Bavo
team. She has been involved in
the National Honor Society as
inductee and treasurer. Her volun-
teer efforts through membership
in Junior Civitans include service
at the Sterling House Nursing
Home.

Awards earned by this out-
standing student include Kiwanis
Athlete of the Month; the Youth
Leadership Award for the
Mishawaka Kiwanis Club from
Marian’s Class of 2010; South
Bend Tribune Athlete of the
Week; Burger King Athlete of the
Week; first Team All-NIC; first
Team All-State; first Team
Academic All-State; and Most
Valuable Player.

This valedictorian also enjoys
working out and reading.

Her Catholic faith has brought
much to this young woman’s life.
She says, “My faith brings togeth-
er all the parts of my life. It has
always been a part of my educa-
tion, which makes my education
all the more valuable. Also, my
faith helps me believe in myself
as a person. This helps me believe
that all of my career goals can be
achieved if I have the right mind-

set and faith in God.”
Mischler says she has much to

be grateful for as she graduates
with honors. She says, “First of
all, I would like to thank my par-
ents. They have been amazing
role models for me to follow
throughout and in all areas of my
life. Also, I would like to thank
the rest of my family and friends
who have always been there for
me. Next, I would like to thank all
of my teachers and administrators
at Marian High School for mak-
ing these past four years enjoy-
able. Last but surely not least, I
would like to thank God for all of
the gifts that He has given to me.”

Mischler is planning to attend
Purdue University in the fall to
study pre-pharmacy. She hopes to
pursue a career as a pharmacist.

KATIE MISCHLER

Claire Sieradzki named co-salutatorian 
of Marian High School class of 2010
MISHAWAKA — Claire
Sieradzki has been named co-
salutatorian of Marian High
School class of 2010. This South
Bend native is a parishioner of
Sacred Heart Parish at Notre
Dame.

During her academic career
Sieradzki enthusiastically recalls
her favorite classes of ACP
Honors U.S. history, advanced
research, AP calculus BC and AP
physics. Extracurricular activities
involved participation in cross
country and dance at Southold
Dance Theater. She has also par-
ticipated in theater at Marian
High School, South Bend Civic
and Interlochen Arts Academy.

Noteworthy awards earned by
this outstanding Marian student
include a grant received for
research project, “Converting
Waste into Energy Membrane
Aeration for Microbial Fuel Cell
Cathodes” from the Indiana
Academy of Science, first place
in engineering at the National
Indiana Regional Science and
Engineering Fair, Ricoh
Sustainable Development Award,

America Society of Quality
Award, U.S Navy/ U.S Marine
Corps Award, the Excel
Scholarship Competition for her
poem, “The Drawer” and many
more.

Her faith, says Sieradzki is an
important part of her life and
education. She says, “My faith is
a strong part of every aspect of

my life. My motivation and goals
stem from it. ... With a Catholic
education, I have learned to
involve my faith in my studies,
goals and actions. It has been a
growing experience to be able to
learn from the faculty and stu-
dents at Marian High School who
emulate the Catholic faith.”

At her home parish Sieradzki
is involved at Hope Rescue
Mission where they make a
monthly church dinner.

Sieradzki wishes to thank
those who have offered support
throughout her academic career
saying, “I would like to thank my
parents. I would also like to
thank my family and friends for
they all have impressed upon me
about the importance of love and
hard work. I am extremely appre-
ciative for the challenging and
encouraging environment of
Marian High School.”

Sieradzki plans to attend the
University of Notre Dame in the
fall to study environmental engi-
neering and theater.

CLAIRE SIERADZKI

Kristen Florin named co-salutatorian 
of Marian High School
MISHAWAKA — Kristen Florin
has been named co-salutatorian
of Marian High School for the
graduating class of 2010. This

Granger native is a member of St.
Pius X Parish. 

During her academic career
Florin has most enjoyed her
English classes and has been
involved in Junior Civitans vol-
unteer community service at
nursing homes, a homeless shel-
ter and more. She also enjoys
spending time with her family as
well as running and reading.

Florin has been on the honor
roll all four years of her school
career as well as the National
Honor Society for two years. She
received an All Academic Award,
a Kiwanis award in track and a
silver key in the Scholastic Art
competition and the
Congressional Art Award.

Faith has been an integral part
of this scholar’s life and academ-

ic career. She says, “My faith is a
very important part of my life
because it helps me get through
challenges. When I feel over-
whelmed socially, academically
or physically, I know God will
give me the strength to overcome
these struggles. My career goal to
be a nurse is faith oriented. I
want a job that can help make a
difference in the lives of those
who really need it.”

At St. Pius Florin spends a lot
of time with the children of
RCIA participants. She has also
had the opportunity to deliver
meals and toys to needy homes at
Christmas time.

Florin feels much gratitude for
all the ways she has been sup-
ported in her academic and faith
development saying, “I would
like to thank God for blessing me
with family, friends, an educa-
tion, numerous talents and an
overall good life. I’d also like to
thank my mom and dad for
always supporting and encourag-
ing me to simply do my best. I’d
like to thank all my teachers who
have dedicated their time and
energy to passing on important
knowledge to me. Last, but not
least I’d like to thank my siblings
and friends for helping me
through difficulties and teaching
me life lessons.”

Florin plans to attend Boston
College to study nursing.

KRISTEN FLORIN

For more information about the San Damiano Scholars Program and Marian University,
contact Mark Erdosy at 317.955.6783 or merdosy@marian.edu.

Marian University is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg, Indiana.

Marian University in Indianapolis is proud to recognize the following students who 
will begin their freshman year as San Damiano Scholars this fall.

Corinne DeLucenay
St. Thomas the Apostle

Mary Ganser
St. Monica

Lara Kuczmanski
Holy Family Parish

Misty Menis-Kyler
St. Joseph

Stacy Vervyknct
St. Michael 

Olivia DiFilippo
St. Jude

Allie Schmieman
St. Jude

SanDamwww.marian.edu/rmc

mailto:merdosy@marian.edu
http://www.marian.edu/rmc
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Phillip Dudeck named co-salutatorian 
of Marian High School
MISHAWAKA — Phillip Dudeck
has been named co-salutatorian of
Marian High School’s graduating
class of 2010. The Goshen native
attends St. Dominic Parish in
Bremen.

As a student his interest in cul-
tural differences had him enjoying
his foreign language classes the
most during his academic career at
Marian. Dudeck’s extracurricular
activities vary and include mem-
bership on the tennis team, Quiz
Bowl team, track team and the
school newspaper. He also
appeared in a school play. He has
received a Medal in Excellence in
the subjects of Spanish II, Algebra
II and Spanish III. 

Dudeck’s unique interests lie in
Legos. He says, “If I have any free
time, I usually spend it construct-
ing things out of Lego bricks. My
attempt at “Lego art” has ranged
from mini pianos to cell phone
replicas to portraits of my family

and friends.” He also enjoys bee-
keeping.

The young scholar says of his
Catholic faith, “My faith is very
important to me. My desire to
learn more about my faith has led

me to get involved at my parish
and also has influenced my college
decision.” His involvement at his
parish in Bremen includes mem-
bership in the youth group there,
where he served on various food
drives, fundraisers and retreats for
middle school youth groups.

In a moment of gratitude for the
support he has received from fami-
ly and friends over the years,
Dudeck says, “I would like to thank
my mom and dad for making sacri-
fices that were necessary for me to
attend Marian, Mr. (Carl) Loesch
and Mrs. (Mary Kay) Dance for
interviewing me and giving me the
opportunity to transfer to and attend
Marian, and all my teachers that
have taken the time to ensure that
my education at Marian is challeng-
ing yet manageable.”

Dudeck will attend the
University of Notre Dame major-
ing in architecture and hopes to
pursue a career in design.

PHILLIP DUDECK

Rachel Gilman named 
co-salutatorian 
at Marian High School
MISHAWAKA — Rachel
Gilman has been named co-salu-
tatorian at Marian High School.
The South Bend native attends
St. Jude Parish there. 

As a student at Marian,
Gilman enjoyed AP physics, AP
calculus, precalculus, show choir,
sewing and P.E. Her interests in
extracurricular activities varied
from sports to theater to music
and include participation in bas-
ketball, volleyball, liturgical
choir, Campus Ministry team,
National Honor Society, SADD,
Right to Life Club, retreat coun-
selor and more. One favorite per-
sonal interest involves the CMM
4-H program where Gilman
made greenware projects for the
past 10 years. 

Notable awards earned by this
young scholar include Honor
Roll: Marian Honors, Senior of
the Month for leadership, charac-
ter, service, and Christian identi-
ty; several ISSMA Gold and
Silver Medal awards; and
ISSMA State Gold Medal for
Solo Level I.

Her Catholic education has
meant a great deal to Gilman as
she says, “My Catholic education
allowed me to learn in a place
where I wasn’t afraid to be
myself, and having a Catholic
influence in all my classes, gave
me the confidence to speak out
without any fear.”

Gilman’s faith life expands
across all boundaries. She adds,
“My faith is an integral part of
my life and my education. My
parents chose my place of educa-
tion based on my family’s
Catholic faith and I chose my
high school and college based on
where I could easily express my
faith and be well-educated at the
same time. Throughout my life,
my faith has helped me to make
many difficult choices and it is
one of the main things that will
shape my future decisions.”

Gilman enjoys her role in St.
Jude’s choir and she is also
involved with serving coffee and
doughnuts after Masses with her
father throughout the year.

In a spirit of gratitude for sup-
port Gilman says, “I would like
to thank my parents for support-
ing me in everything I have ever
done, as well as my brother and
sister for being the perfect role
models for me. I would also like
to thank every teacher who has
ever taught me for instilling in
me an excitement for knowledge
and for getting me to where I am
today.”

Gilman will attend Valparaiso
University in the fall to study
vocal performance and mathe-
matics.

RACHEL GILMAN
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Donny MacDonell named
salutatorian of Saint
Joseph’s High School 
SOUTH BEND — Donny
MacDonell has been named salu-
tatorian of Saint Joseph’s High
School Class of 2010. This native
of South Bend is a member of
Corpus Christi Parish.

MacDonell’s favorite classes
at Saint Joseph’s have been
French, economics, British litera-
ture and Great Catholic Thinkers.
Extra curricular activities for this
scholar include participation in
the drama department as well as
membership in the Fed Challenge
team, h.o.p.e. (Helping Other
People Endure), French Club and
SECO (Social and Ecological
Concerns Organization). Other
activities had the youth as a cross
country runner and team manag-
er, and member of the Antioch
youth group that planned and
facilitated retreats.

MacDonell also enjoys read-
ing and spending time with
friends. 

Special awards earned by this
AP Scholar include the Senior
Community Award and several
awards from various teachers
such as World History Honors,
English 10 Honors, and French
III. He is a St. Joe Scholar who
has  maintained a 4.0 GPA or
higher for all semesters and
received a scholarship from the
Alumni Association of Notre
Dame.

Of his Catholic education he
says, “My Catholic education has
helped me grow as a person not

only intellectually but spiritually,
as well. My faith is a very impor-
tant aspect of my life, and I hope
to use my education and eventual
field of career in economics to
serve God by serving his people.”  

As he reflects on his years at
Saint Joseph’s, MacDonell says
in gratitude, “I would like to first
of all thank God for the gift of
my intelligence and thirst for
learning. I would also like to
thank my parents, siblings, teach-
ers and friends who have all
formed me to be the person I am
today.” 

MacDonell plans to attend the
University of Notre Dame in the
fall to study in the field of eco-
nomics.

DONNY MACDONELL

Elizabeth Everett named valedictorian 
of Saint Joseph’s High School
SOUTH BEND — Elizabeth
Everett has been named valedicto-
rian of Saint Joseph’s High School
for 2010. She is a member of
Corpus Christi Parish in South
Bend.

During her years at Saint
Joseph, Everett enjoyed many of
her classes including English and
theology. Her extracurricular activ-
ities include participation in cross
country as well as all of the school
musicals. She is a member of the
National Honor Society and partic-
ipated in Fed Challenge as well.
The valedictorian reports her per-
sonal passion lies with reading and
writing.

Awards Everett has earned
include National Merit
Commended Scholar and
Academic All-State in Cross
Country. She was also awarded a
four-year Trustees Scholarship to
Purdue and a Provost’s

Scholarship to Notre Dame. 
Of her faith life, the scholar

says, “My Catholic faith is a huge
part of my life. Saint Joe has really

taught me how to take the talents I
have been given and use them to
the glory of God, whether it be in
sports, the school musicals or in
my studies. In the future I hope to
inspire people with my writing.”

As a member of Corpus Christi
Parish Everett serves as proclaimer
of the Word, and has given witness
talks to eighth graders for the dio-
cese’s “First Comes Love” pro-
gram. She also assists with high
school retreats as a member of the
Antioch Youth Group.

Everett is grateful for the sup-
port and encouragement she has
received over the years and says, “I
would like to thank God for all of
His blessings, and my family,
friends and teachers for all the love
and support they’ve given me.”

Everett plans to attend the
University of Notre Dame to study
English in hopes of pursuing a
career as a writer.

ELIZABETH EVERETT

Congratulations!
Marian Class of 2010

We will miss your spirit and the many gifts and talents
you have shared with us.  As you join the ranks of

Marian Alumni, we wish for each of you God centered
lives and much success both personally and professionally.

Congratulations Knights of ‘10
Administration, Faculty, Staff & Underclassmen

Marian High School
1311 South Logan Street • Mishawaka

www.marianhs.org

Katherine Gordon ranked first in Norwell 
OSSIAN — Bluffton native and
St. Joseph Church, Bluffton,
parishioner Katherine Gordon has
been ranked first in Norwell’s
graduating Class of 2010.

Among the classes taken
through out her academic career,
the graduate’s favorite classes have
been German, Honors/AP English,
chemistry, and art history. She also
was involved in Student Council
as senior class co-president,
National Honor Society as presi-
dent, cross country as co-captain,
and the Foreign Exchange
Program. Her community involve-
ment included  Wells County
Youth as Resources, Norwell
Dollars for Scholars, Wells County
4-H and 4-H Junior Leaders.

Noteworthy awards earned by
this outstanding student include
the Lilly Endowment Community
Scholar, National Merit Finalist,
Presidential Scholars Program
Candidate, Girls Cross Country,
and the Academic All-State Team.

Gordon’s faith formation goes
hand in hand with her develop-
ment as a young adult. She says,
“My Catholic formation has been

the greatest influence on my for-
mation as a mature, conscientious
young adult. Confirmation in
eighth grade was the beginning of
my dual journey toward becoming
a stronger Catholic and a young
adult. As I took more responsibili-
ty for my faith formation and
became an active participant in my
church, I found myself becoming
more confident and content in
every area of my life.”

An active parishioner at St.
Joseph Parish, Gordon is a lector,
member of St. Joseph’s Youth
Group, assistant for Vacation Bible
School, and volunteer for church
dinners and fundraisers. Her faith
she says has played a role in all
aspects of her life. “My faith has
guided my decision making in
every facet of my life, especially
my future. The idea of the univer-
sal Church, which encompasses
every race and corner of the world,
has given me a passion for learn-
ing about other cultures and lan-
guages. The Church’s social teach-
ings and works have inspired me
to pursue a career helping the peo-
ple that need it most throughout

the world,” she says.
The grateful graduate says, “I

would like to thank my parents,
brothers and sister; my extended
family, my parish, my helpful
teachers and the diocese’s youth
ministry leaders.”

Gordon plans to attend the
University of Notre Dame in the fall
to study political science. She hopes
to pursue a career working for an
international nonprofit/charity or
intergovernmental organization.

The St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
parish family extends
prayerful best wishes 

to the  
2010 parish graduates of

Homestead High School

Canterbury High School

Bishop Dwenger High School

Bishop Luers High School
and in particular to

ALEX YANEY

Salutatorian - Bishop Dwenger High School

and

SARAH ELISE KUSISTO

Salutatorian - Homestead High School

“May the Lord guide you in your journey”

http://www.marianhs.org
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Gabriel Griggs named co-valedictorian 
of Trinity School at Greenlawn
SOUTH BEND — Gabriel
Griggs has been named co-vale-
dictorian of Trinity School at
Greenlawn. He is a parishioner of
St. Matthew Cathedral in South
Bend.

Of his classroom experience at
Trinity he says, “I’ve found that
they all complement each other
and I have no specific favorite:
Humane Letters, Math, Science,
Drama, Art History and
Languages.” Extracurricular
activities include participation in
the Boy Scouts, Trinity Classic
Summer Camp, and varsity soc-
cer and basketball. Griggs is an
accomplished musician and sings
in the school chamber choir. He
enjoys chess and is the school
chess director, hosting the annual
chess tournament at Trinity as
well as serving at chess camp for
middle school students. Griggs
helped create Trinity’s education-
al Web Site as well. Other hob-
bies include singing and playing
guitar, as well as music and poet-
ry writing.

Noteworthy awards earned by
this valedictorian are the Joe
Stante Award, Jim Niedbalski
Award, John Curran Award, Kay
Lewsen Award and the Trinity
Graduate Award. Griggs has
earned his Eagle Scout Award as
well.

His Catholic faith, Griggs
says, has given him his life pur-
pose. “Currently this purpose is
to develop myself to the best of
my potential through my educa-
tion. Eventually I hope to use my
specific talents and abilities —
which I currently believe are best
suited for computer science — as
the Lord intends.”

In gratitude this outstanding
student lists those who have sup-
ported him through his faith and
academic formation, “The Lord
who has been kind to me. My
parents who have dedicated their
lives to me. My siblings who
have taught me to smile. And,
finally, I would like to thank my
friends and teachers, especially
the Trinity community, who have
supported me for the last six
years.”  

Griggs plans to attend the
University of Notre Dame to
study computer science and the
Program of Liberal Studies. He
hopes to pursue a career as com-
puter scientist.

GABRIEL GRIGGS

Edward Linczer named Trinity School’s 2010
co-valedictorian
SOUTH BEND — Edward
Linczer heads up the senior class
at Trinity School at Greenlawn as
co-valedictorian. While student
there he enjoyed French and
Scripture classes, but says, “My
Humane Letters Seminar Class,
in which we discuss works of lit-
erature, philosophy, and theology,
has been by far my favorite
class.” 

Linczer has been involved in
many sports including varsity
basketball, of which he served as
captain of the team, and varsity
soccer. He also participated in the
student Life and Social/Athletic
Committees as school as well as
bass in the Trinity Chamber
Choir. Linczer attended the Lugar
Youth Symposium, American
Legion Hoosier Boy’s State, and
American Legion Boy’s Nation
and is involved with an NGO
helping the war torn African
country of Uganda called “The
B.O.S.C.O Uganda Project. Of
his special interests he says, “I
am an unabashed history buff and
basketball junkie.”

As lifelong Boy Scout,
Linczer recently earned his Eagle
Scout rank. Other noteworthy
awards include Trinity School
Graduate Award, Lilly
Endowment Community
Scholarship (full tuition), Coca-
Cola Scholar, Comcast
Scholarship and the B.W.
Breedlove Outstanding Citizen
Award.

A parishioner of St. Joseph,
South Bend, Linczer has been
active as hospitality minister
there for two years. His faith, he
says, has been a “huge part of

life.” He adds, “Between church,
youth group, Trinity School at
Greenlawn, and my family, I

have been blessed to be surround-
ed by a strong Christian commu-
nity. Going into a new phase of
my life, I have been thinking a
lot about how to balance a career
in foreign policy with my
Christian faith.”

Grateful for the support his
family and teachers have afforded
him over the years, he offers, “I
would like to thank my parents
for encouraging me along the
way. Thank you to the teachers at
Trinity for fostering my growth
as a student, a young man and as
a Christian.”  

Linczer plans to attend the
University of Notre Dame in the
fall with the intended major of
international relations and
Mandarin Chinese. He hopes to
pursue a career in foreign service
and public policy.

EDWARD LINCZER

Margaret Preuss named 
co-valedictorian of Trinity
School at Greenlawn
SOUTH BEND — Granger
native Margaret Preuss has been
named co-valedictorian at Trinity
School at Greenlawn. She is a
parishioner at Christ the King
Parish in South Bend. 

During her career at Trinity,
Preuss excelled in her favorite
classes of Humane Letters
Seminar, math and art. She is an
accomplished pianist and partici-
pates in scholastic competitions.
She enjoys her participation in
soccer and basketball and has
earned first place in district and
regional competitions in the
American Legion’s National
Oratorical Contest. She is also a
member of Trinity’s chamber
choir, Life Committee and Social
Committee. She has been a after-
school tutor and nanny and a
member of the Action Division of
the People of Praise.

Of her involvement at Christ
the King Parish, she served as
altar server and recently a pro-
claimer of the Word as well as
sponsor for a Confirmation can-
didate. Special interests involve
singing and music for this bright
young woman. She also enjoys
people, hiking, art museums and
water sports. 

Preuss has earned several
awards over her academic career
including Trinity School’s John
Curran Award; nominee/attendee
of Lugar Symposium for
Tomorrow’s Leaders;
nominee/attendee Hoosier Girls’
State; and District Champion and
Regional Runner-Up American
Legion National Oratorical
Competition.

Preuss feels her faith forma-
tion has grounded her in values
such as service, self sacrifice and
love. She says, “My faith plays a
major role in my life decisions,

friendships, goals and desires.
My life in my large family and at
Trinity School, have taught me
how to take my faith seriously
and incorporate it into everyday
life.”

With a grateful heart Preuss
says, “First and foremost, I
would like to thank God for all
the ability and talent He has
given me, and the freedom He
has given me to exercise His
gifts. I would like to thank my
parents for all the freedom and
support they have given me. I
would like to thank my nine sib-
lings for your examples of joy,
courage, determination and
excellence. I would like to thank
all my teachers at Trinity School.
Finally, I would like to thank my
friends in the 2010 Graduating
Class at Trinity.”

Preuss will be attending the
University of Notre Dame to
study finance in the fall. She
hopes to pursue a career in finan-
cial consulting.

MARGARET PREUSS

In its employment practices, selection of students and administration of all programs, the University of Saint Francis maintains a policy of
non-discrimination regarding age, race, gender, disability, and national origin.

www.sf.edu

Best wishes from Sister M. Elise Kriss, President, and the faculty
and staff of the University of Saint Francis.

in Fort Wayne
recognizes

Jordan Venderley
Valedictorian

at Bishop Dwenger High School
and alumnus of Saint Vincent.

Congratulations and prayers to all of our alumni!

http://www.sf.edu
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Nicole Konkey named James Whitcomb
Riley High School valedictorian
SOUTH BEND — Nicole
Catherine Konkey has been named
the valedictorian for the James
Whitcomb Riley High School
class of 2010. She is a parishioner
at St. Joseph Parish in South Bend.

During her academic career,
Konkey has enjoyed classes
including her favorites — anato-
my, U.S. history and drawing.
Extracurricular activities for this
valedictorian include playing var-
sity soccer and basketball. Konkey
was a member of the Latin Club,
Students Against Destructive
Decisions, Student Council, Peer
Mentoring, Student Rotary
Program and Class Council. She
also was on the Ronald McDonald
Teen Charity Board.

Her faith has grown over the
years and she says, “My Catholic
formation has given me a strong
sense of myself and my beliefs.”
At St. Joseph Parish Konkey
serves as extraordinary minister of
the Eucharist and is a member of
the youth group there. Of her faith
she says, “By going to church, par-
ticipating in Mass, and going on
mission trips, my faith gives me

strength in my conviction to be an
active participant in the Catholic
Church. Also, public high school
has allowed me to test and put my
Catholic faith in action by learning
to accept the differences in people
and finding common ground and
goodness in others.”

Konkey has earned several
awards during her bright academic

years including Kiwanis Award,
Soccer — freshman year: MVP,
NIC Second Team All Conference,
Rookie of the Year; sophomore
year: MVP, NIC Third Team All
Conference, Best Offensive
Player; junior year: MVP, NIC
First Team All Conference, Best
Offensive Player; and  senior year:
MVP, NIC First Team All
Conference, Best Offensive Player.

Of those Konkey feels gratitude
toward for their support, she says,
“I would like to thank my parents,
David and Angel Konkey, for
everything they have ever done for
me. ... Everything that I am, and
all that I hope to ever be is because
of you guys. I love you! I would
also like to thank two of my most
inspiring teachers — Steve Dance,
my junior high history teacher at
St. Matthew Cathedral School,
and  Rick Horvath, my anatomy
and biology teacher at Riley High
School.”

Konkey will attend the
University of Notre Dame in the
fall where she will pursue studies
in either physical therapy or
broadcasting.

NICOLE KONKEY

Cameron Powell 
valedictorian of Wayne 
FORT WAYNE — Cameron
Powell has earned the honor of
valedictorian of the 2010 graduat-
ing class of Wayne High School
this year. A Fort Wayne native,
Powell is a parishioner of St.
Patrick Parish. 

While attending Wayne High
School Powell’s favorite classes
included photography, journalism
and AP English 12. He has been
involved in student council, as
well as the National Honor Society
as president. He enjoyed his post
as editor-in-chief of the school
yearbook and was captain of the
Wayne tennis team. His special
interests revolve around photogra-
phy and tennis. 

Though Powell has received

numerous awards throughout his
academic career, the most note-
worthy, he says, is the gold key
award he earned for his photogra-
phy portfolio at the Fort Wayne
Museum of Art.

Through his academic career
Powell has kept his faith strong
and says, “With God all things are
possible. Live a good life and
study hard.” He is grateful for the
immeasurable support from his
family and says, “I would like to
thank my family who has encour-
aged my individuality regardless
of the opposition I have faced.” 

Powell plans to study studio art
at the University of Saint Francis
in the fall with a career goal of
fashion photographer.

Brendan Murphy top 
student for Canterbury 
FORT WAYNE — Brendan
Murphy has been awarded the
Canterbury Top Student Award
for Canterbury High School’s
Class of 2010. He is a member of
the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Fort Wayne.

During his academic career at
Canterbury he enjoyed his
favorite classes of AP biology
and introductory Arabic. Extra
curricular activities involved a
leadership role on the school’s
Model UN and speech teams, as
well as involvement in the school
newspaper and literary magazine.
Murphy enjoyed varsity soccer
and track as well.

Achievement awards this
scholar has earned include
National Merit Scholar, U.S.
Presidential Scholar Semifinalist,
AP Scholar with Distinction,
National Council of Teachers of
English Commendation in
Writing and Cum Laude Society.
Special interests include birds,
juggling and cooking.

Of his faith Murphy says,
“Catholicism has installed in me
an appreciation for the necessity
of moral codes. What is unique
and what I value most about
Catholicism is that the faith and
values can be integrated with
other aspects of my life (scientif-
ic studies, friendships, life goals
and dreams) without any conces-
sions. My faith will steer me
towards a lifestyle that reflects
my own desire to be a positive

influence on my community and
the world as a whole.”

Murphy along with his twin
sister have served at the Cathedral
of the immaculate Conception as
altar servers since the fifth grade.

As he reflects upon his aca-
demic career Murphy has much
to be grateful for and says, “I
would like to thank my parents’
willingness to support me in all
of my academic and extracurricu-
lar endeavors. I also need to
thank my sister, Claire, for deal-
ing with having such an eccentric
individual as a twin brother.”

Murphy plans to attend
Dartmouth College in the fall to
study environmental studies and
law.

BRENDAN MURPHY

FORT WAYNE — Brendan
Murphy, a graduating senior at
Canterbury School in Fort Wayne
and parishioner of the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception has
been named one of approximately
560 semifinalists in the 2010 U.S.
Presidential Scholars Program.

The semifinalists were selected
from more than 3,000 candidates
on the basis of superior achieve-
ments, leadership qualities, person-
al character and involvement in
community and school activities. 

Scholars will be invited to
Washington, D.C., for several days

in the second half of June to
receive the U.S. Presidential
Scholars medallion at a recogni-
tion ceremony and to participate in
various activities and events held
in their honor.

Best Wishes to the alumni of

SAINT JOSEPH-

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON SCHOOL

and Congratulations to our alumnus

ALEX YANEY

Bishop Dwenger Salutatorian

O

May God Bless all of our graduates

and keep you close to Him.

Murphy receives Presidential Scholar recognition

In celebration of graduating
“FIRST IN HER CLASS”
From Norwell High School

Congratulations to

Katherine Gordon
and all of the graduating seniors

in the parish family of St. Joseph, Bluffton
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Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration honor 12 jubilarians
MISHAWAKA — The Sisters of
St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration
are honoring 12 of their sisters
who are celebrating their jubilee
at a special Mass on May 22 at
St. Francis Convent in
Mishawaka.

80th anniversary
Sister M.

Elizabethine Boss
was born in
Morrison, Mo.,
and entered the
novitiate of the
Sisters of St.
Francis of
Perpetual
Adoration on
Jan. 8, 1930.
For 26 years
Sister Boss served as a teacher in
various schools staffed by the
Sisters of St. Francis. Sister spent
38 years at St. Francis Convent in
Mishawaka where she assisted
the sisters in various ways and in
the ministry of prayer. Sister Boss
has resided at Our Lady of
Angels Convent for 10 years.

75th anniversary
Sister M.

Florence Wenda
was born in
Belleville, Kan.,
and entered the
novitiate of the
Sisters of St.
Francis of
Perpetual
Adoration  on
Jan. 6, 1935.
For 50 years
she served in domestic service in
various facilities staffed by the
Sisters of St. Francis, including
the University of Saint Francis  in
Fort Wayne. Sister Florence has
resided at Our Lady of Angels
Convent since 1992.

60th anniversary
Sister M. Geraldine Hartke was

born in Hermann, Mo., and
entered the novitiate of the
Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual

Adoration on
Aug. 12, 1950.
For 25 years
Sister Hartke
served as a
teacher in vari-
ous schools
staffed by the
sisters. For 10
years Sister
served in the
Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend’s Office of
Religious Education. Sister
served at the University of Saint
Francis, Fort Wayne in the A.V.
department and then later as
assistant campus minister for 10
years. She has resided at Our
Lady of Angels convent since
June, 2006.

Sister M. Rose
Agnes Pfautsch
was born in
Berger, Mo.,
and entered the
novitiate of the
Sisters of St.
Francis of
Perpetual
Adoration on
Aug. 12, 1950.
For 13 years
sister was a
teacher/principal in various
schools staffed by the sisters
including St. Mary’s in
Huntington. Sister served as
director of education and provin-
cial superior for three terms. In
2004 Sister Pfautsch was elected
to the general council for the con-
gregation, serving as its general
treasurer until the present time.
She resides at St. Francis
Convent in Mishawaka.

Sister  M. Lois
Ann Baunach was
born in
Michigan City,
and entered the
novitiate of the
Sisters of St.
Francis of
Perpetual
Adoration on
Aug. 12, 1950.
For 12 years,
sister served as
office manager in hospitals in

Hammond, Lafayette, Logansport
and Cleveland. For two years she
was the administrator in the hos-
pital in Logansport, and served in
the patient relations and pastoral
care departments for two years at
St. Elizabeth’s in Lafayette and
St. Francis Hospital in Beech
Grove. For five years she served
in the accounting department in
the hospital in Cleveland. She
served as provincial secretary
from 1980-1998, and currently
resides at St. Francis Convent in
Mishawaka.

Sister M.
James Kuzell was
born in
Hammond, and
entered the
novitiate of the
Sisters of St.
Francis of
Perpetual
Adoration on
Aug. 12, 1950.
Sister has
taught in
Missouri and several of the ele-
mentary schools in Indiana that
were staffed by the Sisters of St.
Francis. Sister Kuzell served as
superior and principal in schools,
primarily in Lafayette, for 16
years and St. Joseph School in
LaPorte for 18 years. Sister
Kuzell was assigned to St.
Francis Convent in 2003 where
she manages the gift shop and
various other duties. 

Golden jubilee — 50
years

Sister M.
Marilyn Oliver was
born in
Louisville, Ky.,
and entered the
novitiate of the
Sisters of St.
Francis of
Perpetual
Adoration on
Aug. 12, 1960.
Sister was a
teacher and principal in Michigan
and various schools in Indiana
including Queen of Peace and St.

John the Baptist in South Bend.
Sister served as assistant adminis-
trator and vice president in vari-
ous hospitals staffed by the sis-
ters. Presently sister is working in
the Development Office at the
University of Saint Francis in
Fort Wayne.

Sister Mary
Evelyn Govert was
born in Calumet
City, Ill., but
lived all of her
childhood in
Griffith. She
entered the
novitiate of the
Sisters of St.
Francis of
Perpetual
Adoration on Aug. 12, 1960.
Sister was a teacher in Michigan,
Missouri and Memphis, and in
various schools in Indiana includ-
ing Marian High School, Luers
High School and the University
of Saint Francis in Fort Wayne.
Since 2001 sister has been direc-
tor of mission effectiveness at the
University of Saint Francis in
Fort Wayne.

Sister M. Dianne
Zimmer was born
in Washington,
Mo., and entered
the novitiate of
the Sisters of St.
Francis of
Perpetual
Adoration on
Aug. 12, 1960.
Sister was a
teacher, organist
and principal in
various schools staffed by the sis-
ters. For two years, sister worked
in formation with the sisters in
the Philippines. Sister served for
15 years in several hospitals in
the Spiritual Care Department.
Presently she works at St.
Casimir Parish and School in
Hammond.

Sister M. Carol Meyers was born
in Brookston and entered the
novitiate of the Sisters of St.
Francis of Perpetual Adoration on
Aug. 12, 1960. Sister was a sci-
ence teacher in Missouri and var-
ious schools staffed by the sisters

including St.
Mary’s,
Huntington and
the University of
Saint Francis in
Fort Wayne. She
was a missionary
in Honduras for
four years.
Presently she is
a chemistry pro-
fessor at the
University of Saint Francis in
Fort Wayne.

40th anniversary
Sister M. Anita

Holzmer was born
in Gary, and
entered the novi-
tiate of the
Sisters of  St.
Francis of
Perpetual
Adoration on
Aug. 12, 1970.
Sister was a
teacher in vari-
ous schools staffed by the sisters
including St. John the Baptist,
South Bend, St. Mary’s in
Huntington and St. Therese in
Fort Wayne. Sister served for five
years in Honduras as a teacher.
Since 2004 Sister Holzmer has
been an instructor of theology at
the University of Saint Francis in
Fort Wayne. 

Silver jubilee — 25 years
Sister M. Rose

Hasser was born
in Earl Park, and
entered the novi-
tiate of the
Sisters of St.
Francis on Aug.
10, 1985. Sister
has been a
teacher in vari-
ous schools
staffed by the
sisters including St. John the
Baptist, South Bend and
Huntington Catholic. Presently
sister is teaching at St. Casimir
School in Hammond. 

SISTER M.
ELIZABETHINE

BOSS

SISTER M. 
FLORENCE
WENDA

SISTER M.
GERALDINE

HARTKE

SISTER M. ROSE
AGNES PFAUTSCH

SISTER M. LOIS
ANN BAUNACH

SISTER M. JAMES
KUZELL

SISTER M. 
MARILYN OLIVER

SISTER MARY
EVELYN GOVERT

SISTER M.
DIANNE ZIMMER

SISTER M. CAROL
MEYERS

SISTER M. ANITA
HOLZMER

SISTER M. ROSE
HASSER

Annual Fatima Breakfast
The local division of the World Apostolate of Fatima invites

everyone to their Annual Breakfast on Saturday, June 5, 2010 at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Fort Wayne.  The
morning begins with Confessions at 8:00 am. Meditation follows
at 8:30 am and Holy Rosary will be recited at 8:45 am.  Holy
Mass begins at 9:00 am.  Bishop Emeritus John M. D’Arcy will
be the celebrant and homilist.  After Holy Mass, all are invited to
St. Mary’s Church on Lafayette Street for breakfast.  The WAF
National Coordinator, Deacon Bob Ellis will be the guest speaker.

Pre-paid reservations are required by May 28.
Adult tickets: $6.50  Tickets for those 10 and younger: $3.90

To make your reservation, call Jim Momper at 260-625-3281

In the words of Our Lady to Saint Dominic
“One day through the Rosary and the Scapular, I will save the World.”

L IZ  DELANEY

Bishop Dwenger High School sent two academic teams to com-

pete at the State Academic Super Bowl Finals at Purdue

University on Saturday, May 8. The Science Team had a stun-

ning come-from-behind victory to become the state champions.

The team was coached by Charles Ehinger, and included, from

left, Anthony Cox, Andrew Green, Trina Manalo, captain Max

Roesler and Michael Gloudemans.

SCIENCE TEAM PLACES FIRST AT STATE
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Reading the scandal
with biblical eyes
Once again we’re living in scandal times. The “Long Lent” that the

American Church endured in 2002 has now descended on the European
church. A significant difference is that this time the Pope himself has come
under scrutiny. Once again, the news media are in a frenzy — CNN has blanket
coverage, the New York Times is running daily stories, and thousands of blogs
are buzzing. In preparation for a television interview, I spent an entire day read-
ing almost everything I could find in both the American and international press
(I’m currently in Rome as a visiting professor) and found the process dismay-
ing, depressing and dispiriting. But what particularly struck me was this:
Though the scandal has been analyzed legally, institutionally, psychologically
and culturally, it has rarely been looked at biblically — even by Church repre-
sentatives themselves. And this is tragic, for the Bible, the Word of God, is the
definitive lens through which the whole of reality is most rightly read.

What does a Biblical reading of this never-ending scandal offer? First, we
should not be surprised that people behave badly. The Bible clearly teaches
that we human beings have been made in the image and likeness of God and
that we are destined for eternal life with God; nevertheless it teaches with
equal clarity that we are fallen, marked by the original sin which has compro-
mised us in body, mind and will. The Scriptural narratives are remarkably
honest about this. They make reference to rape, theft, murder, jealous rages,
palace intrigue, naked ambition, family dysfunction, political corruption,
adultery, and yes, sexual abuse. More to it, many of these crimes are commit-
ted by God’s chosen instruments: Saul, David, Solomon, Jacob, Peter, Paul
and John, to name just a handful. An interviewer asked me just a few days
ago, “how could this (the scandal) have happened?” and I responded, “sin.” I
could have given a more textured answer, bringing in the psychological and
institutional dimensions, but I believe I gave, from a Biblical perspective, the
most fundamental and clarifying response.

Second, the Church has enemies. St. Paul reminded us long ago that the
Church of Jesus Christ is the new Israel, carrying on in transfigured form the
mission of Israel to be a light to the nations, the enduring sign of God’s exis-
tence and love. But it is a commonplace of the Biblical narratives that Israel
was not universally revered. Instead, it was enslaved by Egypt, harassed by
the Philistines, overrun by the Assyrians, exiled by the Babylonians, con-
quered by the Greeks and the Romans. And Israel was often at war with itself:
the prophets were regularly ignored, mocked or even murdered by the people
they were sent to address. The point is this: The message of God’s love is not
one that is necessarily received with enthusiasm by a sinful world, just the
contrary. Now only the blindest or most anti-Catholic of commentators would
fail to see that, to a degree, enemies of the Church are operative in the cover-
age surrounding this scandal. The sexual abuse of children is an international
epidemic, and it is present in every aspect of society. In the United States
alone, there are approximately 39,000,000 victims of child sexual abuse, and
around 50 percent of these were abused by family members. In the decade
between 1990 and 2000, nearly 300,000 children in the American public
school system were abused by teachers or coaches. Social workers in Africa
report that in many countries on that continent, the numbers concerning the
sexual abuse of young girls runs from “very, very high to astronomically
high.” And this is to say nothing of the multi-billion dollar a year pornography
industry in the United States, which disproportionately abuses young people,
and the even more shocking — and highly profitable — sex trade involving
kids. Moreover, the John Jay study showed that, over a 50-year period, only 3-
4 percent of Catholic priests were credibly charged with sex abuse, a figure
below the national average, and in the past year, precisely six cases of clerical
sex abuse, in a Church of 65,000,000 were reported. Yet, to watch the televi-
sion networks or read the newspapers, one would think that the sexual abuse
of children is a uniquely Catholic problem, one indeed facilitated by a wicked
cabal of priestly and episcopal conspirators. There are some in the mainstream
culture who are unhappy with many of the positions the Catholic Church has
taken on sexual issues, especially abortion, and who would like to marginalize
the Church’s voice or eliminate it entirely from the public conversation.
Biblically minded people should not find this the least bit surprising.

A third lesson provides a balance to the second. God regularly — and
sometimes harshly — chastises His people Israel in order to cleanse them.
On the biblical reading, God raises up figures who name the sins of the
nation and call especially the leaders of the people to repentance and reform.
Not everyone who brought the clergy sex scandal to light is an enemy of the
Church; many should be construed as instruments of God’s vengeance, who
compelled a reluctant Church to come to grips with a problem that had been,
for far too long, ignored, brushed under the carpet or handled with pathetic
incompetence. And for that matter, Yahweh sometimes used the enemies of
Israel — Philistines, Babylonians, Romans, etc. — to work out his cleansing
purposes. Might the Lord God be using the Boston Globe or the New York
Times in much the same way?

I think that it’s good to study this terrible phenomenon as thoroughly as
we can, but we should never forget that the most clarifying perspective is
the one provided by God’s holy word.

Reprinted with permission from Father Robert Barron and Our Sunday
Visitor, which ran this commentary in the May 9, 2010 issue.

Roth IRA conversions can build a legacy

One of the hottest tax plan-
ning tips for 2010 is a
Roth IRA conversion.

Through 2009, only taxpayers
with modified adjusted gross
income of less than $100,000
were allowed to convert from a
traditional IRA to a Roth IRA.
Now, regardless of the taxpay-
er’s amount of modified adjust-
ed gross income and filing sta-
tus, contributions that were orig-
inally made to a traditional IRA
can be rolled over to a Roth IRA
in 2010.

Established by the Taxpayer
Relief Act of 1997, the Roth
IRA has an advantage in its tax
structure. Unlike the traditional
IRA, which gets pretax contri-
butions, a Roth IRA gets after-
tax contributions. In addition,
future withdrawals from a Roth
are income tax-free to the owner
and/or heirs, and no minimum
distributions are required at a
specific age. 

There is one catch when con-
verting a traditional IRA to a
Roth IRA — the taxpayer could
incur significant taxes because
the amount converted from a
traditional IRA to a Roth IRA is
subject to ordinary income
taxes. For conversions made in
2010, a special IRS provision
exists whereby taxpayers have
the option of claiming 50 per-
cent of the conversion amount
as 2011 income and the other 50
percent as income in 2012.
However, the income tax in
those years is calculated based
on the taxpayer’s tax rate as
determined in each of those
years. 

Roth IRA conversions can
provide numerous benefits for
the IRA owner in building a
legacy. If an individual converts
and pays the taxes from funds
other than the Roth account, the
Roth IRA can grow tax-free.
And if the owner does not
intend to withdraw any distribu-
tions from the Roth IRA, this
asset can be especially attractive
as an inheritance for children
and grandchildren. 

Since a Roth IRA conversion
could potentially cause a taxpay-

er to have the most income than
he/she may ever have in their
whole life, income tax deduc-
tions become more important
than ever when reporting con-
version-related income. A chari-
table gift to one’s beloved
parish or school can help offset
these taxes while providing
benefits to the organization.

One type of charitable gift
that may reduce the tax liability
is an outright gift to a charity,
such as cash or marketable secu-
rities. With a donation of appre-
ciated stock held for more than
one year, the donor can avoid
capital gains tax and receive a
tax deduction based on the mar-
ket value of the stock. 

Another type of charitable
gift is a life estate. With a life
estate, the donor gifts real estate
such as a home or farm while
retaining the right to use and
enjoy the property during life-
time. At the donor’s death, the
real estate transfers to the chari-
ty. The donor is allowed an
income tax deduction in the year
of the gift for the value of the
remainder interest in the proper-
ty.

Moreover, a life income gift
such as a charitable gift annuity,
can provide the donor with an
income tax deduction in the cur-
rent year and an annuity payout
for life. A charitable gift annuity
can be funded with cash, mar-
ketable securities, or a home. 

When considering the use of
the charitable gift for the parish
or school, the donor may identi-
fy the gift as restricted or unre-
stricted. A restricted gift may
not be used for any other pur-
pose than for what the donor
stated. This could be tuition
assistance for Catholic schools,
scholarship funds, building
maintenance for the parish
and/or school, etc. In addition,
the charitable gift may be used
to fund an endowment for the
parish or school within the
Catholic Community Foundation
of Northeast Indiana.

The Catholic Community
Foundation of Northeast
Indiana, created in 1995, is a

means for individuals who wish
to financially support the spiritu-
al, educational and charitable
needs of the Catholic communi-
ty in northeast Indiana through
endowment funds. The
Foundation currently adminis-
ters over 100 endowment funds
for parishes, schools, scholar-
ships and other diocesan agen-
cies within the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend. 

In summary, individuals need
to consult with their CPAs and
wealth advisors on the advan-
tages and disadvantages of con-
verting their traditional IRA to a
Roth IRA. Planned properly,
Roth IRA conversions can pro-
vide a way to build one’s legacy
for their family and for their
church. 

For more information on out-
right and planned gifts, please
contact the Office of Planned
Giving at (260) 422-4611 or e-
mail
esmith@fw.diocesefwsb.org.

Note: This information is for
educational purposes only and is
not intended for tax advice.
Please consult with your profes-
sional advisor. 

Contact 
representatives

I urge readers to contact our
U.S. Representatives and ask them
to vote against the Employment
Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA).

This law will create special rights
based on aberrant and changeable
sexual behavior. Where such laws
have been enacted on the local level
or in other countries they have led
to the abridgment of the
Constitutional rights of freedom of
speech, assembly and religion.

Furthermore, a nominee to the
Supreme Court should not be one
who embraces special rights
because they create a form of bias
against freedom of speech, assem-
bly and religion.

Tom Uebbing
South Bend

ELISA SMITH, CPPA/PFS

PLANNED
GIVING

Elisa M. Smith, CPA/PFS, is Director
of Planned Giving for the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend and Director of Financial
Planning for Haines, Isenbarger
& Skiba, LLC, 4630-8 West
Jefferson Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN
46804. 
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Feast of Pentecost
Jn 20:19-23

In the Church’s liturgical year,
only Easter and Christmas
eclipse Pentecost. The impor-

tance, and grandeur, of these
feasts of course derive from the
events being commemorated, but
the Church also records the les-
sons taught by the feasts, and
through the readings for these
feasts, as highly important for the
spiritual lives, and understanding
of the faith, among Catholics.

Pentecost also is an ancient
Jewish feast. The first Christians
almost invariably were of Jewish
origins. The Apostles were Jews.
So, they were observing
Pentecost.

In the Jewish context, this
feast celebrated the identity, unity
and vocation of the Hebrew peo-
ple. With the coming of the Holy
Spirit, and in the overall context
of salvation in Christ Jesus,
Pentecost took on a greater mean-
ing for Christians, a meaning
centered in Christianity.

So, Christians now see, and so
long have seen, Pentecost as their
holy day, recalling the moment
when God the Holy Spirit vivi-
fied the Apostles. Receiving
strength and power from the Holy
Spirit, the Apostles then went for-
ward to proclaim salvation in
Christ to the entire world.

This first reading recalls this
event and its aftermath. Under
the leadership of Peter, the
Apostles were united. They were

emboldened. They never relented
from their mission of declaring
Jesus as Lord and Savior.
According to tradition, all but
one died as a martyr.

An important lesson is in the
fact that the Christians very clear-
ly were in a community, gathered
around the Apostles, with Peter
undeniably at their head.

For the second reading, the
Church presents a passage from
First Corinthians. Absolute faith
in Christ, as God, and as Savior,
is key. It also is vital. Without
grace, humans are confused and
liable to even fatal misstep.

St. John’s Gospel is the source
of the last reading, a Resurrection
Narrative. The Risen Lord
appears before the Apostles. The
reading is profoundly relevant for
Catholics. As God, possessing the
Holy Spirit, Jesus gives the
Apostles the power to forgive
sins, extraordinary because only
God can forgive sins.

This reading makes abundant-
ly clear the Lord’s conferral of
divine authority and power upon
the Apostles.

Reflection:
For weeks, the Church has

rejoiced in the Resurrection,
excitedly proclaiming that Jesus
is, not was, Lord. He lives!

Throughout the Easter season,
the Church, in the readings at
Mass, has called us to realize
what effect the Resurrection has
upon us and upon human history.
The salvation achieved by Christ
on Calvary never will end. It is
for all time and for all people.

How will it be accomplished?
It will be accomplished through
the Lord’s disciples in every con-
secutive age.

While true conversion requires
a completely free and uncompro-
mised individual decision,
Christians are bound together in

the Church, because they share
their identity with Christ and the
grace of the Spirit.

Thus, they bear together the
mission to bring God’s mercy and
wisdom to the world. Christians,
however zealous, cannot be ships
passing each silently in the night.

Rather, as Acts reveals, they
are part of the community still
gathered around the Apostles,
under the leadership of Peter, and
still looking to the Apostles for
guidance and direction.

The Church offers itself. It is
the gathering of true believers,
who rely upon the Apostles for
their knowledge of the Savior.
Through the Apostles, the com-
munity links itself to the Savior,
to the Father and to the Spirit.

On this feast, the Church
teaches a very contemporary les-
son. In 2010, as 20 centuries ago,
it is the Apostolic Church, the
community created by God to
bring divine mercy to weary and
wandering humans. As was the
case in Jerusalem so long ago, it
loves all, serves all, and speaks of
hope to all.

Quite visibly, it still gathers
around the Apostles, with Peter at
the center.

The Apostlic Church speaks of hope

READINGS
Sunday: Acts 2::1-11 Ps 104:1,24,29-
31,34 1 Cor 12:3b-7,12-13 Jn 20:19-23
Monday: 1 Pt 1:3-9 Ps 111:1-2,5-6,9,
10c Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday: 1 Pt 1:10-16 Ps 98:1-4 Mk
10:28-31
Wednesday: 1 Pt 1:18-25 Ps 147:12-
15,19-20 Mk 10:32-45
Thursday: 1 Pt 2:2-5, 9-12 Ps
100:2-5 Mk 10:46-52 
Friday: 1 Pt 4:7-13 Ps 96:10-13 Mk
11:11-26
Saturday: Jude 17, 20b-25 Ps 63:2-
6 Mk 11:27-33

THE 
SUNDAY
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

CATEQUIZ’EM 
By Dominic Camplisson

On May 27,we remember St.Augustine of Canterbury,who was sent to
bring the Church to England.This quiz takes a look at this saint.

1. Despite his association with Canterbury, Augustine was born in:

a.Hippo                              b.Rome                           c. Ireland

2. Augustine was a monk in this Roman (non-golf playing) community:

a.Pablo Beach            b.Abbey Fields                c.St.Andrew’s

3.Who sent Augustine to England?

a.Pope Clement XXXIC                     b.Pope Gregory the Great
c.Anabaptist II

4.What story was popular to explain that pope’s interest in the English?

a.He had seen slaves for sale in the market and, impressed with
their fairness,declared them not “Angles (English) but angels.”
b.He had been asked by the emperor to stamp out soccer hooli-
ganism in Europe.
c.He had known St.Patrick and was impressed that the Irish had
missionaries in England.

5.The pagan king of this area of England (its name related to Canterbury) welcomed

Augustine:

a.Kent                                     b.Tubery                       c.Cantical

6. Forty monks of this order accompanied Augustine to England:

a.Anglicans                      b.Dominicans                 c.Benedictines 

7.When did Augustine and the Christian missionaries arrive in Britain?

a.the end of the sixth century
b.the end of the seventh century
c.the end of the eighth century

8.This venerable British historian is one of our main sources for data on these early

missions:

a.Sneede                               b.Bede                             c. Jede

9. Part of the territory where the monks preached included a ruined church of St.

Martins.Why were there ruined churches in England?

a.The locals tricked Augustine; as soon a church went up they
destroyed it,blaming pigeons.
b.There had been Christian communities in Roman Britain,which
declined as the empire faded away.
c.The Irish raiders,still looking for snakes,destroyed churches.

10.The missionaries to pagan England rejected the use of this to gain converts:

a.Latin                b. the use of Anglo-Saxon language in ministry
c.coercion

11.When Augustine informed the pope about the different rituals to be found in

Britain, he replied that he:

a.Had to use the Roman Missal or be excommunicated
b.Was at liberty to adopt from the usage of other churches
c.Must stick to the Tridentine liturgy or else

12. Augustine went to Gaul to be consecrated a bishop.Where is Gaul?

a.modern France                    b.Wales                                 c. Italy

13.The European missionaries in England eventually met and disputed with the Celtic

bishops of Britain.What was the origin of the Celtic missionaries?

a.The Celtic church was derived from the Irish evangelization of
northern Britain.
b.The Celts invaded England and captured Augustine’s flock in 657.
c.The Celts arrived disguised as “wolves in sheeps’habits.”

14. Augustine and the Celts could not agree on the date of the observation of this

feast:

a.The Fourth of July                b.Easter                    c.Christmas

15.What is the status of Canterbury now?

a. It remains the preeminent Catholic abbey and church in
England.
b. It is no longer Catholic,having become Anglican in Tudor times.
c. It reverted to the Catholic Church after being Anglican for 300
years.

ANSWERS:
1.b,2.c,3.b,4.a,5.a,6.c,7.a,8.b,9.b,10.c,11.b,12.a,13.a,14.b,15.b.

Most of us think of food in
connection with the con-
cept of hunger. There are

times when our stomachs growl
and all we can seem to think
about is supper or a trip to the
closest McDonald’s or Taco Bell.
My friends often joke that they
can tell I am hungry when I start
reading all the names the restau-
rants we pass when we are driv-
ing somewhere.

It is true we have all been hun-
gry for food at some time or
another but eating does not satis-
fy all our hungers. We also have
spiritual hungers that need to be
satisfied if we are to become
mature adults.

In the Lord’s Prayer, the Our
Father, we ask God to give us this
day our daily bread. Jesus was
not talking about food but about
satisfying the spiritual hungers or
desires that every human being
experiences in life.

One deep spiritual hunger or
desire of every person is to
believe that life is meaningful
and has a purpose. It is that deep
longing inside that cannot be
fully satisfied with material
goods, possessions or superficial
relationships. How sad for those
whose need for meaning in their
lives is never met, who never dis-
cover God’s love or who try to
find happiness by acquiring more
and more money or possessions.
Even sadder are the people who
think life is over at death, or the
ones who commit suicide because
they believe there is nothing to
live for in life.

Another hunger all people
long for is community. None of
us are meant to be alone. We
need others to help us become
who God wants us to be. Human
growth and maturity happens in
an atmosphere of belonging and
acceptance. We see this in the

Church also. 
Contrary to what some indi-

vidualists may preach, it is
impossible to be a Christian
alone. That is a contradiction
because the very nature of being
a Christian is to be part of the
community we call Church.
When we are baptized, we are
baptized into the Body of Christ.
A person’s faith cannot grow
without the support of other
believers. That is why the Church

The hungers of life
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SCRIPTURE SEARCH
Gospel for May 23, 2010

John 20:19-23

Following is a word search based on the Gospel
reading for the feast of the Holy Spirit: Pentecost, the

50th day.  The words can be found in all directions
in the puzzle.

EVENING FIRST DAY DOORS
WERE LOCKED FEAR JESUS CAME

STOOD PEACE HE SHOWED
REJOICED THEY SAW LORD

THE FATHER HAS SENT ME I SEND
ON THEM RECEIVE SPIRIT

SINS FORGIVEN RETAIN

RECEIVE THE SPIRIT

B H E S H O W E D A E G

R W R P E A C E L L M T

R A E I O N T H E M T H

E S C R P S H N Y A N E

J Y E I E F E A R S E F

O E I T I L D L R G S A

I H V S S T O O D N S T

C T E D S R O C I I A H

E N B R D D R S K N H E

D N I A T E R L K E F R

L F O R G I V E N V D X

W K E M A C S U S E J V
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Based on these Scripture Readings: Acts 2:1-11;

Rm 8:8-17; Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26 and Prov 8:22-31;

Rm 5:1-5; Jn 16:12-15

ACROSS

  1  Blessed ___ thou

  4  Eat

  7  Malaysia airline

10  Song bird

12  East northeast

13  Central points

14  Judah’s hero

15  Baptized into

17  Duo

19  Fairy stories

20  You cannot __ it now

22  Second language class

23  Act of flirting

26  ___ Gogh

29  Poem of praise

30  Dove cry

31  Pride

32  Children of ___

33  Priest who wears

      purple

36  Ashy

37  Artistic word for Cross

38  Zaccheus was

40  “He who __ my flesh”

42  Least tall

45  Religious ceremony

47  Joseph was, into

        slavery, by brothers

48  North American Indian

49  France and Germany

       river

50  Plaything

51  Seed bread

52  Gun supporters

DOWN

  1  God is __-powerful

  2  Quick assault

  3  Jesus was in

      Gethsemane

  4  Part of a minute

  5  Spanish “one”

  6  Holy Spirit Feast

  7  St. Thomas ___

  8  Luke’s second book

  9  Sister

11  Genuflect

13   Jesus did three times

16  Flower jar

18  Thai

21  Skilled story teller

23  One would eat scraps

      from table

24  Hubbub

25  Not (prefix)

26  Blinds type

27  Long __ (From of old)

28  Neither’s partner

33  Marketplace

34  Wrath

35  What you shift

36  Spirit shall take

       Jesus’ ___

38  Scat!

39  The __ Spirit

41  Shone on Bethlehem

42  Concord e.g.

43  Pigpen

44  Ball holder

46  Time period

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52

©2010 www.tri-c-a-publications.com

Answer Key can be found on page 23

C O M M E N T A R Y

An immigration debate primer

It’s hard to imagine a more
depressing spectacle in contem-
porary American public life

than the immigration reform
“debate.” What a friend who’s
bailing out of the mainstream
media recently deplored over
lunch as “bumper-sticker politics”
dominates the so-called “public
discourse” on the question, and,
truth to tell, some prominent
Catholics have added more heat
than light to the mix. How might
Catholic social doctrine and a
Catholic optic on politics turn the
mutual exchange of rhetorical bar-
rages into a real national conversa-
tion? Herewith some preliminary
thoughts:

• Catholic political theory
places a high value on the rule of
law, which it regards as morally
superior to the alternative, which is
the rule of willfulness imposed by
brute force. 

• The laws we make through
our elected representatives are
under the scrutiny of the natural
moral law we can know by reason,
which means that our political
judgments should be rational, not
glandular. 

• The inalienable dignity and
value of every human being from
conception until natural death is
the bedrock personalist principle
from which Catholic thinking
about public policy begins. The
dignity does not confer an absolute
right on anyone to live wherever
he or she chooses. A proper
Catholic understanding of limited
and constitutional government
grasps that the state — which in
the American case means the
national government — has a right
to enforce its citizenship laws and
a duty to conduct that enforcement
in a just way.

• With the exception of our
Native American brethren, every

Catholic in the United States today
is the descendant of immigrants
(in my case, from Germany in the
early- and mid-19th century). This
demographic fact, which reflects
the national tradition of hospitality
to the stranger, should create a pre-
disposition to be pro-immigrant
within the Catholic community in
America. That the vast majority of
Catholics in the United States
today are law-abiding citizens
whose economic and social well-
being is made possible by living
within a law-governed political
community should incline us to
live that pro-immigrant predisposi-
tion through the mediation of the
rule of law.

• It is absurd to suggest that the
United States has become xeno-
phobic, racist or anti-immigrant.
Last year, as my colleague Robert
Royal pointed out in a recent arti-
cle, the United States naturalized 1
million new citizens, most of them
from Mexico, and over the past
decade we have naturalized anoth-
er 10 million people who have
worked their way through the sys-
tem legally. Millions more are in
the legal immigration pipeline or
are working in the United States
with legal permits. If these are the
marks of a racist or xenophobic
nation, it’s a nation that displays
its racism and xenophobia in very
odd ways.

• The canons of justice dictate
that people should not be rewarded
for law-breaking, and that is what
illegal immigrants do: they break
the law. Realism dictates that we
cannot send some 10 to 20 million
illegal immigrants home. The pres-
ent situation — border porousness,
which is exploited by criminals as
well as by those looking for work;
a large population of illegals; mil-
lions of people seeking U.S. citi-
zenship while playing by the rules

— is intolerable. Any morally
acceptable solution to immigration
reform will address all three facets
of the present mess. 

• Responsible citizens who
wish to be generous and uphold
the rule of law and create a solu-
tion to the problem of illegals that
doesn’t divide families or other-
wise treat unjustly those who have,
as Bob Royal put it, “taken advan-
tage of a situation we Americans
have allowed to exist for too long”
should demand that politicians
stop playing the demagogue on
this issue. Responsible citizens,
while understanding the angers of
fellow-citizens along the southern
border of the United States who
are appalled at the situation they
face on a daily basis and while
demanding that the government
fulfill its duty to protect the border,
will also appeal to the common
sense of their neighbors who
imagine that deportation is a real-
world solution.

Within these principles and
facts, I suggest, lies an acceptable,
if not perfect, solution to immigra-
tion reform.

THE 
CATHOLIC 
DIFFERENCE

GEORGE WEIGEL

George Weigel is a senior fellow of
the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C.
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does not baptize infants if the
parents are not practicing
Catholics. There would be no
Christian community to nurture
the child’s faith.

Every person also hungers to
be listened to and to be really
heard. We all have a need to
share ourselves with others who
will listen. When someone really
hears what we say and takes us
seriously we are affirmed. When
we sense we are not heard we
can feel discounted or that our
words and even ourselves do not
matter. 

On the other side, we, too,
must learn how to be good listen-
ers so we can help satisfy this
hunger of others. It is a skill that
is sorely needed in our world
today and there are unfortunately
too few people who really know
how to listen. As a result, many
will pay for this service. 

Prayer can also help alleviate
this hunger to be listened to.

Christians believe in a personal
God who is involved in each per-
son’s life. We believe God cares
about each of us individually and
listens to us and knows the
desires of our hearts. 

Each person also longs to be
appreciated and loved. Almost
every day we see what happens
when people have not experi-
enced real love in their lives.
Often they are the ones who get
into trouble or cause harm to oth-
ers. Many have difficulty loving
others because they never experi-
enced love in their own lives.
Often those deprived of love
cease to love themselves and suf-
fer from a low self-esteem.

As Christians who are called
to love, we have the responsibili-
ty to help satisfy this deep hunger
that we all share. More love
should be in the world because
Christians exist. Christ’s mission
was to reveal God’s love and he
also gave that command to us. A
helpful exercise each night before
we sleep is to ask ourselves if
there was a little more love in the
world that day because of our
actions. It is a good way to
reflect upon how well we are liv-

ing our baptismal call.
Lastly, we all hunger for

acceptance. It is a wonderful gift
when we are really accepted for
who we are and not for what we
do. We all need to matter to
someone. People who are not
accepted by others suffer a great
deal. Maybe we have had the
experience of not being invited to
a school party or to a office func-
tion or know others who seem
alone and always on the fringes
— the ones who never seem to
“fit in.” Perhaps we could be
more mindful of these people and
reach out to include them once in
awhile in our lives. 

At times it is helpful to look at
our lives and reflect upon our
own hungers that need to be sat-
isfied and discover the deepest
longing of our heart right now.
Let us go to God and ask for the
daily bread we need and how we
can share our bread with others.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19
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Sisters of the Holy Cross commu-
nications department.

http://www.tri-c-a-publications.com
http://www.tri-c-a-publications.com


T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C 21MAY 23, 2010

Sports
USF STUDENT-ATHLETES ACHIEVE 3.05 GPA FOR SPRING SEMESTER University of Saint Francis student-athletes

excelled academically as well as athletically during the recently completed spring semester. In addi-

tion to winning the Men’s Basketball National Championship and the Mid-Central College

Conference Women’s Basketball Tournament Championship, as well as sending several track per-

formers to the NAIA Nationals, USF student-athletes recorded a combined grade point average of

3.05 on a 4.0 scale. The men’s track team took the honors for the best GPA for the men, while

women’s volleyball claimed the women’s high GPA honors. 

CYO SOCCER CHAMPIONS

PROVIDED BY ST.  JOSEPH-ST.  EL IZABETH ANN SETON SCHOOL

The young ladies from St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

School in Fort Wayne were recently crowned Catholic

Youth League (CYO) soccer champions. The 2010 victors

listed nine fifth graders on their team and four sixth

graders. The Panthers finished with an 8-1 record and

allowed just two goals to be scored against them the entire

season. St. Joe-St. Elizabeth’s stingy defense was led by

the play of center back Kennedy Brough, left back Hannah

Garretson, right back Claudia Morgan and goalkeeper

Lydia Brown. Left midfielder Karsyn Kleinrichert carried

the offense for the champs while right midfielder

Madeline Reimbold dominated in the assists category. In

the championship match, St. Joe-St. Elizabeth downed a

tough St. Charles sixth-grade team 2-1. Coach Lori

Garretson concluded, “This team was balanced offensively

and defensively with 46 goals scored and only two goals

scored against us the entire season.” — Michelle

Castleman

St. Anthony De Padua
School names Roth as
athletic director
SOUTH BEND
— St. Anthony
de Padua School
has named Jeff
Roth to the posi-
tion of athletic
director. Roth is
an active parent
and parishioner
at the school
and church. He
led Team 2 for
the St. Anthony sixth grade dur-
ing this past basketball season.  

The current athletic associa-
tion has been instrumental in
making sports an exceptional ath-
letic experience for students of
all ages. The growth and interest
by students in not only ICCL
sports but also in the vibrant

intramural program offered to
Pre-K through fourth-grade stu-
dents has made the need for an
athletic director who will help
continue to grow, manage and
direct the athletic program at the
school.

Roth’s role will include work-
ing on schedules, budgets, com-
municating with coaches, sports
coordinators and parents as well
as being a strong liaison with the
ICCL. Roth will also be working
with the school and parish to
continue creating a Christ-cen-
tered athletic environment for
students and parents. St. Anthony
follows the “Play Like A
Champion” philosophy and Roth
will continue to strengthen that
area and promote character
development through the various
sports activities offered. A strong
St. Anthony Athletic Association
made up of parents will support
Roth in his efforts.

JEFF ROTH

St. John, St. Joseph combined team wins
seventh-grade CYO soccer championship

FORT WAYNE — After battling
the rains, most of the Catholic
Youth League (CYO) soccer
championship games were finally
played at Kreager Field on
Tuesday, May 11. 

For the girls’, the combined
team from St. John the Baptist,
Fort Wayne, and St. Joseph-
Hessen Cassel defeated the sev-
enth graders from St. Charles, 2-1,
in a well-matched contest.
Repeating their 2009 title, Coach
Mike Stronczek explained, “The
girls knew they had a difficult act
to follow after last year’s undefeat-
ed season, but they were more than
up to the task.”

The successful Lady Eagles fin-
ished with an 8-1 record. Their
only loss came at the hands of the
tournament’s number one seed, St.
Vincent, when a tying goal was
scored just after the final whistle
blew in the last regular season
matchup of the year.

The 2010 CYO champions’ ros-
ter was made up of 15 girls with a
balanced mix of skilled club play-
ers, girls with speed and role play-
ers. When practice started back in
March, Stronczek, along with the
other Eagles’ coaches, Dan Fink
and Joe Strack, knew they had a
special bunch of girls. 

Anchored by starters from a
year ago including: Hanna
Carteaux, Annie Whitman, Haley
Stronczek and Kate Eifrid,
Stronczek added, “It was clear
these women know how to play
‘the beautiful game!’” 

St. John’s added a group of sev-
enth graders who provided energy,
drive and skill. Stronczek described
these girls, simply as “crazy” and
felt they made practices and games
an “absolute blast.” 

Rounding out the roster for the
Lady Eagles were three terrific play-
ers from Hessen Cassel: Aubrey
Feipel, who led the team at center
midfield all season long and was the
second leading scorer; Taylor Tobe,
who tended goal like a professional,
leading a defense that allowed only
five goals all season and posted six
shut outs; and Maddie Strack, who
made key passes game after game.
Three of the goals came against the
tough St. Vincent’s squad in the reg-
ular season loss.

The Lady Eagles were excited
to enter the tournament and get
another shot at St. Vincent.
Unfortunately, this never hap-

pened. The girls beat New Haven,
8-0, in their first match. They went
on to get by St. Charles 8 in the
semifinals, 2-1. With the weather
changing the game schedule daily,
the Lady Eagles had to wait for
several days to find out who their
opponent would be. The talented
seventh-grade team from St.
Charles ended up knocking St.
Vincent out of the tournament,
earning a chance to play the
Eagles in the final. Under the
coaching tandem of Pat Welch and
Mike Lewis, in their eighth season
together, the Lady Cardinals over-
came a rocky start to make their
final round appearance. 

Welch explained, “We were
proud how the kids overcame
obstacles, adversity and grew as a
team as the season unfolded.”
With not enough girls at the first
practice to make a team, the girls
were threatened to merge with the
eighth grade unless they went back
to the classroom and recruited their
friends. As a result, five new play-
ers were listed on the roster from
previous years. Despite preseason
injuries, all players were healthy
and maintained their academic eli-
gibility for the post-season run.
The Lady Cardinals shut out St.
Jude in the opening round then
went on to upset the undefeated St.
Vincent Panthers before falling in
the final minutes of the champi-
onship to finish runner-up. 

“Although the kids played not
necessarily where they wanted to,
but where the team needed them to
in order to be successful as a unit,
there was no room or time for self-

ishness on this squad. Practice,
playing hard, academics and team
unity made this team what it was,”
Welch summarized.

In the championship, Whitman
scored on a through ball from
Haley Stronczek early in the first
half for the Lady Eagles. St.
Charles then scored right before
the half on a 35-yard penalty shot
from Haley Haines just outside the
box by Maria Welch with Claire
Pittenger assisting. Stronczek
details, “The second half was tense
and aggressively played.” Finally,
with the score tied at 1-1, Feipel
scored the go-ahead goal on a nice
pass from Strack to seal the win
for the Lady Eagles just before the
final whistle.

Coaching his first season with
girls, Strack was very impressed
with this team. When commenting
on their strengths, he explained,
“We had a very strong midfield
and great speed on defense.” 

Strack summarized, “It was just
a lot of fun.” 

Stronczek concluded, “These
girls were a very loose group who
played hard the minute the whistle
was blown. Every game, we start-
ed with prayer and then a loud,
energetic ‘team’ on the count of
three. These girls were a team
from start to finish and played hard
for each other. They shared the
ball always to the benefit of the
team and took care of each other
when things got tough.”

On the boys’side of things, St.
Vincent defeated St. Joe/St. Elizabeth,
1-0, and for the sixth graders, St.
Charles got by St. Vincent. 

B Y  M I C H E L L E  C A S T L E M A N

PROVIDED BY ST.  JOHN FORT WAYNE-ST.  JOSEPH HESSEN-C ASSEL SOCCER TEAM

The CYO soccer champions, St. John Fort Wayne-St. Joseph Hessen Cassel
soccer team, consist of the following: front row, Maddie Strack, Aubrey
Feipel, Mary Fink, Kirsten Comment, Emily Ludwig and Hanna Carteaux;
second row, Haley Stronczek, Maddie Shank, Kate Eifrid, Claire Veldman,
Taylor Tobe, Annie Whitman, Maddie Devlin, Sarah Sturm, Liz Kuras; and
back row, Mike Stronczek, Dan Fink and Joe Strack.
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CASA
RISTORANTI 

ITALIANO
Fort Wayne Tradition Since 1977

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Casa Ristorante

(Southwest)
7545 W. Jefferson Blvd.

436-2272
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Casa Grille Italiano

(Northeast)
6340 Stellhorn Road

969-4700
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Casa Mare
(Next to the Coliseum)

4111 Parnell Avenue
483-0202

~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Casa Grille

(Northwest)
411 E. Dupont Road

490-4745

casarestaurants.net
Banquets & Catering

399-2455

A GIFT FOR SHELBY GRUSS

MARK WEBER

At the conclusion of a Mass for seniors at Bishop Luers

High School, the student body welcomed visitors from

Bishop Dwenger High School, who were present on an

errand of charity. James Myers, sophomore class president

presented a $500 check to Luers senior, Shelby Gruss,

center, who was injured in a snowboarding accident this

past winter. The other visitors were Dwenger seniors John

Didomenico, Mallory Houlihan, Katie Hake and Priscilla

Caskey-Shively. The trust fund check represented money

raised at a MORP (prom) dance held at Bishop Dwenger

High School. 

Popular novelist’s book on faith fails
to inspire, strengthen 

Imagine that one day you’re
riding in a taxi or driving your
car, listening to the radio, and

you here a voice unmistakably
reading the Bible, one of the
Gospels, in fact. But perhaps the
tone sounds different, or the par-
ticular chapter and verse that is
being read presents a story you
might or might not be familiar
with. Right there, you decide to
read the four Gospels, so you are
more familiar with the life and
times of Jesus. Then, you decide
to write essays about what you’ve
read.

That, in a moderated form, is
what happened to Mary Gordon
— a writer of six novels, two
memoirs and a several other fic-
tion and nonfiction pieces — who
is well-respected in literary cir-
cles. The published result is
“Reading Jesus: A Writer’s
Encounter with the Gospels”
(Pantheon Books, $24.95).

Raised Catholic in the 1950s,
Gordon’s adult life has been a lit-
tle less religiously focused, and
that is pointed out not to demean
her. Adults of varying stripes fall
away from the faith, sometimes
permanently. Those who seek,
though, often come back to the
faith, or come to a relationship
with God that can strengthen them
and inspire those around them.

So this may be what readers

who pick up
Gordon’s book may
be prepared for.
Unfortunately, it’s
anything but. In fact,
don’t read this book.
I could stop there,
but to earn my pay
for this review, I
really should give
you more than 200
words, so here’s the
Top 10 reasons not
to read “Reading
Jesus.”

10) Gordon concludes many of
her chapters with a list of ques-
tions that essentially sneer at
propositions that Jesus is divine.

9) Instead of delving into some
of the difficult sayings of Jesus
with an attempt to understand, the
Lord is portrayed as just too mean
— witness the fig tree incident.

8) The prose feels like Gordon
is writing for her literary buddies,
not for regular readers.

7) The only time she references
Pope Benedict XVI is to suggest
that all he cares about is “obedi-
ence and authority.”

6) She writes: “I do not know
how to finish a sentence beginning
with ‘I’ and including the word
‘Jesus,’” and spends several pages
explaining this. How about: “I
love Jesus.” Or, even less commit-
tal, “I think Jesus might have been
on to something.”

5) Jesus’ demands for us are
too tough, according to Gordon.

4) A couple of
Gospel passages seem
to indicate the end time
was near, perhaps with-
in a generation or two
of Jesus’ life, according
to some. It didn’t
occur, so Gordon
points out, “so it would
seem Jesus is wrong.”
How can we believe
anything now?

3) People in the
Gospels were mean to

the Jews, therefore they and their
teachings are not valid, she inti-
mates.

2) She writes: “The God of
love has uttered words that make
it impossible for me to love Him.”

1) For Gordon, whether the
Resurrection happened or not is
inconsequential.

Instead of a reading of Jesus,
this book is little more than a
deconstruction of those who find
faith and hope in the Gospels. You
surely have much better books to
read than this.

St. James
Restaurant

204 East Albion Street
Avilla, Indiana
260-897-2114

Breakfast, Lunch
and Dinner Specials
•Steaks - Chicken
•Bar B Que Ribs

•Fish - Lobster - Prime Rib
Monday-Thursday  7 AM - 10 PM

Friday-Saturday 7 AM - 11 PM
CLOSED SUNDAYS

Banquet Room for up to 90 guests.
Est. 1878

www.stjamesavilla.com

THE GALLEY
Famous Fish & Seafood

Chicken & Steaks
Banquet Facilities

Set Sail Soon!

622 North 13th Street • Decatur • (260) 724-8181

“Letters to Juliet” (Summit)
Director Gary Winick’s old-

fashioned romantic comedy
explores time-honored themes of
love, loss, family and destiny
amid a beautifully photographed
Italian travelogue as it chronicles
New York-based magazine fact-
checker Sophie’s (Amanda
Seyfried) journey to Verona —
the city of “Romeo and Juliet” —
where, left on her own by her
food-obsessed chef fiance Victor
(Gael Garcia Bernal), Sophie vis-
its Juliet’s house and discovers a
kind of Wailing Wall for the
amorous, where lovesick women
leave letters seeking relationship
advice. Sophie’s answer to one
such missive, penned 50 years
before by Englishwoman Claire
(Vanessa Redgrave), prompts
Claire to return, with her obnox-
ious grandson Charlie
(Christopher Egan) in tow, deter-
mined to find her long-lost idol
Lorenzo. An implied premarital
relationship, a brief obscene ges-
ture. The Catholic News Service
classification is A-II — adults
and adolescents. 

MOVIE
CAPSULES

NEW YORK (CNS) – Following are
capsule reviews of theatrical

movies recently reviewed by the

Office for Film & Broadcasting

of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops.

B Y  Y O R K  Y O U N G

May we recommend...

http://www.stjamesavilla.com


WHAT’S HAPPENING?
WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. Send in your

announcement at least two weeks prior to the event. Mail to: Today’s Catholic, P.O. Box 11169,

Fort Wayne 46856; or e-mail: fhogan@fw.diocesefwsb.org. Events that require an admission charge

or payment to participate will receive one free listing. For additional listings of that event, please

call our advertising sales staff at (260) 456-2824 to purchase space.
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REST IN PEACE
Elkhart
Joseph J.Covello,52,
St.Thomas the Apostle

Fort Wayne
David W.Linnemeier,
39,St.Vincent de Paul

Charlotte F.Root,80,
Our Lady of Good
Hope

Dorothy H.Simon,86,
St.John the Baptist

Mishawaka
Thomas F.Hums,76,
Queen of Peace

Wilbur S.Van De Putte,
93,St.Bavo

Maurice Van Der
Heyden,86,St.Bavo

New Carlisle
Virginia L.Miller,89,
St.Stanislaus

New Haven
William E.Maroney,81,
St.John the Baptist

South Bend
Richard R.Flowers,82,
Corpus Christi

Mary A.Antonelli,89,
St.Anthony de Padua

Chester Sciba,88,
St.Anthony de Padua

Andrew E.Gerschoffer,
82,St.Anthony de
Padua

Gloria J.Huemmer,83,
Christ the King

Victor Drabecki,89,
St.Patrick

Stanley M.Ladewski,
90,St.Stanislaus

Mary T.Grimm,87,
St.Matthew Cathedral

Donna Jean Robinson,
71,St.Matthew
Cathedral

Warsaw
Paul B.Lillis,89,
Sacred Heart

Visit www.diocesefwsb.org for a complete calendar of events.

achieve or postpone pregnancy.
Contact Janet Bettcher at (574)
234-5411.

FUNDRAISERS
Pancake breakfast
Fort Wayne — Knights of
Columbus Council 12417 will
have a pancake and sausage
breakfast at Our Lady of Good
Hope Parish, 7215 St. Joe Rd.,
on Sunday, May 23, from 8:30
a.m. to noon. Adults $4 and chil-
dren under 10 $2.

Royal Fest announced
Fort Wayne  — Queen of Angels
Parish on W. State St. will have a
Royal Festival on Saturday, May
19, from noon to 4 p.m. with car-
nival rides and silent auction.
Mass at 4 p.m. and then from 5-
10 p.m. adults only with corn
hole, cards, music and silent auc-
tion. Full menu available all day. 

Breakfast at Hessen Cassel
Fort Wayne — The Knights of
Columbus of St. Joseph-Hessen
Cassel will have a pancake, egg

Position Opening
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

Saint Joseph Roman Catholic Church (South Bend) seeks a part-time Director of  
Youth Ministry.  This position furthers the mission of  the Parish by directing a 
comprehensive youth ministry program to high school (and, to a lesser degree, junior 
high school) students, in accordance with the U.S. Bishops’ document, Renewing the Vision.

Youth Ministry at St Joseph Parish aims to bring young people closer to Christ and his 
Church.  Programming includes Sunday evening gatherings (thematic sessions structured 
around catechesis, community-building, and reflection/discussion), prayer and liturgy, 
retreats, service opportunities, and a summer mission trip.  

Qualified applicants will have a love for the Church and demonstrate a commitment to its 
teachings and mission.  Applicants must possess a bachelor’s degree (or be on track to 
receive a bachelor’s degree) and have at least one year of  related ministry experience.  
The successful candidate will also be open to the questions and 
concerns of  young people, will have  an enthusiastic and inviting 
spirit, will be committed to works of  charity and service, and will 
have the capacity to carry out administrative tasks.

Hours are flexible and include evening and weekend meetings 
and events.  Qualified candidates should send a letter of  
introduction and resumé to:

Questions may be directed to Fr. John DeRiso, CSC, 
Pastor, at (574) 234-3134, ext. 20.

St. Joseph Parish
226 N. Hill Street
South Bend, IN 46617

MISC. HAPPENINGS
Health and safety fair
Fort Wayne — St. Henry
Catholic Church and Community
Center, 3029 E. Paulding Rd.,
will host a health and safety fair,
Saturday, May 22, from noon to
3 p.m. Sheriff’s children identifi-
cation, SCAN Parent information
on Internet safety, ASPCA ani-
mal safety, fire truck and free
blood pressure screenings. For
more information call Trina at
(260) 456-8549.

German heritage celebrated
Fort Wayne — In celebrating
2010 German Fest, St. Peter
Church, 500 E. De Wald St., will
have a German Mass and dinner
on Sunday, June 6, at 11 a.m.
The celebrant will be Father
Charles Herman, with German
music by the Fort Wayne
Mannerchor and Dammenchor
under the direction of Greg Vey.
Following Mass a German din-
ner of bratwurst, sauerkraut,
potato salad, dessert and bever-
ages will be served in the pavil-

ion. The cost will be $7 for
adults, $5 for children 6-12 and
those under 6 are free. Both the
church and pavilion are handi-
capped accessible.

Evening of hope was a success
Arcola — An evening of hope
was held Sunday, April 25, at St.
Patrick Church for couples expe-
riencing infertility. An evening of
hope attendees are continuing to
meet regularly for support and
friendship. All women carrying
the cross of infertility are wel-
come to join the group. For more
information contact Nicki at
(260) 672-2051.  

NFP class to begin
South Bend — A Natural Family
Planning class series will begin
on Monday, May 24, from 6-8
p.m. in the Physician’s Lounge
(ground floor) at the South Bend
Clinic, 211 North Eddy St. The
program offers instruction in the
Ovulation and Sympto-Thermal
Methods of family planning. This
information can be used to

and sausage breakfast on Sunday,
May 23, from 8 a.m. to noon at
the St. Joseph Hall on U.S. Hwy
27 South. Proceeds benefit the
Women’s Care Center. Free will
donations accepted.

St. Anthony de Padua Church and
school Port-A-Pit fundraiser
South Bend — St. Anthony de
Padua Church and School will-
have a Nelson’s Port-A-Pit chick-
en Fundraiser Friday, May 28
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. in the school
parking lot, 2310 E. Jefferson
Blvd. Tickets are available for
pre-sale from any school family
or the Parish Office. Half-chick-
ens will be sold for $5 each.
Order forms can also be found at
www.stanthonysb.org. Proceeds
will help fund much-needed car-
pet replacement in each class-
room.

DEVOTIONS
First Saturday devotions
The First Saturday Devotions on
June 5, will be held at these loca-
tions: Fort Wayne — St. Joseph,
7:15 a.m.; St. Charles, 8 a.m.;
Sacred Heart, 7:30 a.m.;  Arcola

— St. Patrick, 7:15 a.m.;  Garrett
— St. Joseph, 9 a.m.; St. Louis
Besancon, 8:10 a.m.; New Haven
— St. John, 6:55 a.m.;  Warsaw
— Sacred Heart, 8 a.m.  North
Manchester — St. Robert, 8 a.m.
For changes call (260) 459-7731.

Vespers to be sung
Mishawaka — Father Daniel
Scheidt will lead sung Vespers
(Evening Prayer) on Pentecost
Sunday, May 23, at 5 p.m. at
Queen of Peace Church.

t
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A NEW APPROACH TO SENIOR LIVING

3602 S. Ironwood Drive, South Bend, IN 46614
(574) 299-2250

www.TrinitySeniorSanctuary.org

Independent Apartments

Assisted Living Apartments

Nursing Care and 
   Memory Care Services

Celebrate daily Mass in 
our two Chapels.

Call us for more information.
(574) 299-2250

Bishop D’Arcy receives President’s Medal 
at Saint Mary’s College commencement
NOTRE DAME — Most Rev.
John M. D’Arcy, bishop-emeritus
of the Diocese of Fort-Wayne
South Bend, and John J.
O’Connor, outgoing chair of the
college’s board of trustees were
the recipients of the prestigious
President’s Medal at the 163rd
Annual Commencement at Saint
Mary’s College, held Saturday,
May 15. The medal is presented
rarely and exclusively to those
who have offered exceptional
contributions to the life of the
college and society.

Bishop D’Arcy, who retired in
January, has been a faithful ser-
vant to the people of the Diocese
of Fort Wayne-South Bend for 25
years. As bishop, he engaged in
ongoing dialogue with four Saint
Mary’s presidents, and in 1991,
Bishop D’Arcy received an hon-
orary degree from the college. He
participated regularly in campus
events and enjoyed a climate of
trust, mutual understanding and
shared vision with the college. 

As his citation reads, “Always
pastoral, he frequently celebrated
Mass with students. He lingered
long afterward to answer ques-
tions and engage in conversation
with the young women who were
interested in deepening their
faith. As the celebrant of our bac-
calaureate Mass, he shared the
story of his graduation without
any special honors, not even the
prize for religion. He told stu-

dents and parents that the greatest
award of all, the one that counted
most, was their diploma from
Saint Mary’s College.”

John J. O’Connor, of New
Canaan, Conn., is the vice chan-
cellor and secretary of the State

University of New York and also
the president of its Research
Foundation. The State University
of New York is the largest com-
prehensive university system in
the United States. He brought
more than 25 years of senior
level expertise in higher educa-
tion to his position on the Saint
Mary’s College Board of
Trustees. He serves as a director
of the American Ditchley
Foundation, the King Juan Carlos
Foundation, and a fellow of the
British Royal Society for the
Arts, Manufacturers and
Commerce.

Most trustees have long ties to
the college as either alumnae or
parents. O’Connor is neither of
these, a fact that makes his 12
years of service even more
extraordinary. He has been a wise
counsel to two presidents and a
dedicated leader in his position as
chair of the board. Trustee Mary
L. Burke, 1985, was elected as
the new chair of the board at the
body’s most recent meeting, April
22-23.

PROVIDED BY SAINT MARY’S  COLLEGE

Saint Mary’s College President Carol Ann Mooney presents Bishop-emeri-
tus John M. D’Arcy, with the prestigious President’s Medal at Saint
Mary’s College’s 163rd Commencement held on Saturday, May 15. The
medal is presented rarely and exclusively to those who have offered
exceptional contributions to the life of the college and society. As bish-
op, he engaged in ongoing dialogue with four Saint Mary’s presidents,
and in 1991, Bishop D’Arcy received an honorary degree from the college.
Bishop D’Arcy participated regularly in campus events and enjoyed a cli-
mate of trust, mutual understanding and shared vision with the college.
Also receiving a President’s Medal was John O’Connor of New Canaan,
Conn., the outgoing chair of the college’s board of trustees.

Serrans present Christian
Leadership Awards
FORT WAYNE — The 2010
Christian Leadership Award win-
ners from Bishop Dwenger and
Bishop Luers attended a luncheon
in their honor on May 7. Principal
J. Fred Tone from Bishop
Dwenger and Pastoral Minister
Sue Mathias from Bishop Luers
introduced their students and their
achievements at the respective
schools.

Bishop Dwenger senior Stacey
Litchfield, who is a parishioner at
St. Mary of the Assumption in
Avilla, has been an extraordinary
minister of the Eucharist there.
She was also instrumental in start-
ing the Rosary Club and has been
a member of the school orchestra.
Litchfield plans to attend the
University of Saint Francis.  

Bishop Dwenger senior Luke
Berg is a parishioner at St. Joseph
in Garrett and a member of the
Rosary Society, volunteered at St.

Martin’s soup kitchen and leads
the prayers every Thursday morn-
ing at the abortion clinic. Berg
plans to attend the University of
Dallas for political science, fol-
lowed by the University of Notre
Dame for law school. 

Bishop Luers senior Miranda
Jackson is a member of St.
Therese Parish in Fort Wayne and
has been a leader on the
junior/senior retreat team, Key
Club and a peer minister. Jackson
will be attending Indiana
University-Purdue University this
fall to study social work. 

Bishop Luers senior Michael
Welling from St. John the Baptist,
Fort Wayne, was a peer minister,
member of the liturgical choir, jun-
ior/senior retreat team member,
senior class president and valedic-
torian. Welling plans to attend
Purdue University in the fall to
study computer engineering. 

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY THE SERRA CLUB

Representatives from Bishop Luers High School in Fort Wayne are Father
Dave Ruppert, pastor of St. Therese Parish in Fort Wayne, Miranda
Jackson, Greg Jackson, Rosie Jackson, Principal Mary Keefer, campus
minister Sue Mathias, Cynthia Welling, Michael Welling, Ed Welling and
Father Cyril Fernandes, pastor of St. John the Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne.

Representatives from Bishop Dwenger High School are Father Jason
Freiburger, associate pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Fort Wayne,
Susan Litchfield, Joseph Litchfield, Stacey Litchfield, Principal Fred Tone,
campus minister Barb Loomis, Douglas Berg, Luke Berg, Anne Berg and
Father Andrew Nazarath, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Garrett.GRADUATION AND ON TO PRIESTHOOD

PROVIDED BY PONTIF IC AL COLLEGE JOSEPHINUM

Deacon Andrew J. Budzinski, left, stands with Father

James Wehner, rector and president of the Pontifical

College Josephinum, following his graduation from the

college. Deacon Budzinski, from the Diocese of Fort

Wayne-South Bend, received a master of divinity degree

from the School of Theology, signifying completion of his

studies for the priesthood, as well as a master’s degree in

theology. The Pontifical College Josephinum’s 111th

Baccalaureate and Commencement was Saturday, May 8. 

http://www.TrinitySeniorSanctuary.org

