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FORT WAYNE — The All Schools Mass
celebrated recently by Bishop John M.
D’Arcy at the Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum was attended by thousands of
Catholic elementary school children. The
Mass is an annual event held in tribute to
Catholic education and draws students from
Fort Wayne and the surrounding area.

Also in attendance were Holy Cross
Father Stephen Kempinger, the superintend-
ent of schools, along with administrators,
principals, teachers, parents and the many
parish priests whose schools were represent-
ed. Bishop Dwenger and Bishop Luers high
school students helped with parking and ush-
ering duties and provided vocal and instru-
mental accompaniment for the liturgy.

Excitement was evident as the children
chattered among themselves and waved to

acquaintances from other schools, but a
hushed silence came over the gathering as the
celebrant and his priestly retinue processed
into the coliseum and celebration of the Mass
began.

The Mass itself was a memorial of the
Guardian Angels and a reminder of the chil-
dren they protect. Bishop D’Arcy told his
audience that the day’s Gospel, Matthew
18:1-5, says “... unless you return and
become like children, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven. ...” He said, “The angel
that protects you is a sign of God’s care for
you.”

During his homily the bishop asked the
students for biblical references to angels and
received several, including that of the Angel
Gabriel’s appearance to Mary. He reminded
them that her “yes” answer to the angel
should be their “yes” attitude toward God as

All Schools Mass is tribute 
to Catholic Education

SOUTH BEND — Last weekend Bishop John M.
D’Arcy visited both Sacred Heart Parish in Lakeville
and St. Jude Parish in South Bend to consult with
parishioners about a possible merger of the two parish-
es. Close to 100 people attended the 7 p.m. Friday
night meeting in the parish hall at Sacred Heart, and
likewise about 100 people stayed for the discussion
after the 4:30 p.m. Saturday Mass at St. Jude.

Both meetings were marked by heartfelt but
respectful dialogue as Bishop D’Arcy explained the
reasons for considering a merger of the two parishes,
and parishioners voiced their concerns and questions.
The bishop stressed that he had not yet made a decision
on the issue and would take parishioners’ viewpoints
into serious consideration.

Canon law requires a bishop to gather the input of
the affected parishioners and also to consult with the
diocesan priests’ council before making a decision,
Bishop D’Arcy explained. The six-member priests’
council will meet in January or February of 2008, and
the bishop said he plans to reach a decision on the mat-
ter some time in 2008. 

The main reason for considering the merger,
according to Bishop D’Arcy, is the shortage of priests.
For some time now, diocesan planning committees
have looked at the possibility of merging the two
parishes, which are only three miles apart. The need
for adequate church space for the growing community
is another prime consideration.

A bishop has the responsibility to distribute priests
well, the bishop told both parish meetings, and so he
feels he cannot assign a priest to just Sacred Heart, a
parish with about 70 households and only four or five
baptisms and one or two marriages a year. St. Jude has

TODAY’S CATHOLICTODAY’S CATHOLIC

50¢  

Volume 81, No. 37

www.diocesefwsb.org/TODAY

Diocese considering Sacred Heart
and St. Jude parishes merger

B Y  A N N  C A R E Y

M E R G E R ,  P A G E  3

CNS/PAUL HARING

Archbishop Edwin F. O’Brien elevates the

Eucharist at his installation Mass at the

Cathedral of Mary Our Queen in Baltimore

Oct. 1. Formerly head of the U.S.

Archdiocese for the Military Services,

Archbishop O’Brien succeeds Cardinal

William H. Keeler, who has retired at age 76.

ANN C AREY

The Sacred Heart church building at Lakeville is a beautiful, traditional church with a long
and cherished history, but it is too small to accommodate merged parishes.
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TODAY’S CATHOLIC Three wonderful days by the
lake in northern Indiana

Some time for study
It was a joy to spend part of three days

this week at the Oakwood Inn next to Lake
Wawasee. For a number of years, we have
had a continuing educational seminar in
October for our priests. This year the topic
was the sacrament of matrimony, and the
splendid schedule of events was arranged
by our dedicated and able co-directors of
our Family Life and Pro-life Office, Fred
and Lisa Everett. It was filled with excel-
lent content.

On Monday evening, Professor John
Cavadini, chair of the theology department
at the University of Notre Dame, presented
the teaching on marriage in the writings of
the Fathers of the Church, with
emphasis on St. John
Chrysostom and St. Augustine.

For the second presentation on
Tuesday morning, Fred and Lisa
combined. Fred gave the socio-
logical situation of marriage,
especially as it regards to
Catholics. In response Lisa spoke
of appropriate pastoral response
to the difficult situation in the
culture; such as, lack of fidelity,
the attitude towards sexuality, the
declining birthrate, etc. Later that
day, Lisa Marino, director of reli-
gious education at St. Matthew
Cathedral Parish, South Bend,
presented a reflection on the
teaching of Pope John Paul II on marriage,
and specifically on what is referred to as
the theology of the body.

In the evening, Adrian Reimers, profes-
sor of philosophy at the University of Notre
Dame, also spoke on the theology of the
body. It was excellent to have a professor
and at the same time a young mother pres-
ent this radical but beautiful teaching of
Pope John Paul II, which many believe will
be a central part of his lasting legacy.

This teaching, so necessary for our time,
goes far beyond negative perceptions and
concentrates on the nature of the gift of self
in marriage. Both Lisa and Professor
Reimers laid out clearly the beauty of this
teaching and why it is so attractive to
young people.

The final session on Thursday morning
was especially moving. Two of our depart-
ment heads, Cindy Black, director of Youth
Ministry Office, and Lisa Everett, co-direc-
tor of the Office of Family Life, presented a
moving two-part reflection on the dignity of
women, based on the apostolic letter
“Mulieris Dignitatem” (“On the Dignity
and Vocation of Women”), by Pope John
Paul II.

How special it was to have these two
women present to our priests a Catholic
teaching on women and men; “we are equal
in dignity, but we are not the same” was the
way Cindy expressed it. There was a
lengthy question-and-answer session.
Rooted deeply in the teaching of the
church, especially from Pope John Paul II

on the dignity and vocation of women, the
exchange between the priests and Cindy
and Lisa was joyful, open and filled with
sound teaching.

A further reflection
As I thought about these few days,

which were attended by 52 of our priests, I
reflected on how historic they were.

All those who made presentations to the
priests were lay people including two pro-
fessors at the University of Notre Dame.

Three women, who among them have 12
children, made many presentations. 

All presented an anthropology fully in
communion with church teaching, a teach-
ing which was positive and enriching and
was also related to the call of the priest to
make a gift of himself to Christ and to his
parish.

It was made clear that this view of the
complementarity between men and women
is resisted in the culture. What was espe-
cially moving in the presentation by Cindy
and Lisa was the reflection on the strength
and gift of the man and what he needs most
from his wife in marriage and the strength

and gift of the woman and what she looks
for most from her husband — and all of it
linked to the beautiful teaching of Pope
John Paul II.

Lisa Everett also made the point of how
this teaching resonates in the days which
they provide on a regular basis for couples
preparing for marriage.

Reaction from priests has been so posi-
tive. Father Robert Schulte told me that the
priests from overseas who are living at the
Cathedral of Immaculate Conception were
especially struck, both by the content and
the goodness and the competence of the
women and how they seemed to understand
the lives of our priests. The affection and
respect between priests and their female
teachers was especially encouraging and
moving.

Three wonderful days by the lake in
northern Indiana.

Important parish meetings
On Friday night I was privileged to lead

a meeting at Sacred Heart Church,
Lakeville. A large crowd came together in
their parish hall. As you know, we are con-
sidering the amalgamation of two parishes,
3.2 miles apart: along U.S. 31 running
south from Notre Dame. Sacred Heart is a
beautiful little church sitting on the high-
way. I recall the words of Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger at one of our “ad limina” visits;
namely, that the church has the responsibili-
ty of making the Eucharist available to all

people; however, he added that today peo-
ple have cars and this does not have to be
in every hamlet. I was able to share with
the people that the bishop has the responsi-
bility in times of great demographic
changes of making sure that priests are well
distributed. I noted that the number of mar-
riages in the last four years at Sacred Heart
Parish was two and the number of baptisms
during the same time period was 14. On the
other hand, at St. Jude’s, South Bend, dur-
ing the same time period the number of
baptisms was 92, and the number of mar-
riages was 24. In nearby St. Matthew’s, the
number of baptisms was 120, and the num-
ber of marriages was 68. In St. Pius X,
Granger, for the same time period the num-
ber of baptisms was 518, and the number of
marriages was 141. Yet each of these
parishes has one priest. No bishop can
allow that to continue. He must also look at
demographic changes and find out where
the population will be in 10 to 20 years
from now. The meeting atmosphere was
frank and open. I found the people of
Sacred Heart to be most respectful. They
love their church and the atmosphere that
had been created there and some spoke
warmly of Father Tom King, CSC, and

Brother Dennis Meyers, CSC,
who served there with devotion.
The meeting was respectful and
informative. 

The following evening, after
celebrating Mass at the Basilica
of the Sacred Heart in the early
afternoon, I attended a similar
meeting at St. Jude’s, a neigh-
boring parish to the north. This
meeting followed the Saturday
afternoon Mass. St. Jude’s is
most concerned about their
school. They should be and are
committed to the continuance
and further strengthening of their
school, and so am I. Remember

what we were discussing was whether or
not there should be a merger of these two
parishes — into another, the creation of a
new parish. While open to this, they were
very concerned about the possibility of the
church and the school being in two separate
places. Again, I found this meeting very
open and honest and quite respectful of one
another and of the bishop. These two
canonical steps — consultation with the
people — have been completed. Called for
by church law, it is not necessary for the
bishop to attend in person, as he could dele-
gate someone or simply consult with the
parish council, but this conversation, so
transparent and open seemed to me the best
way to carry out my responsibility. There
was a time of exchange, and the meetings
gave me and my advisors much to ponder. 

Moving on
Three straight over the Los Angeles

Angels. The Indian-Yankee series at this
writing looks like it will be Cleveland. I
well recall a one game playoff — Red Sox-
Indians in 1948 — and you know who won
that one. Cleveland went on to beat the
Boston Braves in six in the World Series.
This will be different. 

See you all next week.

BISHOP JOHN M. D’ARCY

NEWS
& NOTES

All those who made presentations to the priests were lay

people including two professors at the University of

Notre Dame. Three women, who among them have 

12 children, made many presentations. 
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about 700 households. Neither
parish has any debt.

This year Bishop D’Arcy
appointed Father John Delaney,
who is pastor of St. Jude Parish, to
be pastor of Sacred Heart Parish
also. Father Delaney is now one of
nine diocesan pastors who care for
two parishes.

At the parish meetings last
weekend, Father Delaney
explained that consolidating the
two parishes not only would help
the priest to minister to all the peo-
ple, but also would help to consol-
idate parish staff to meet the needs
of all the people. He and the bish-
op also foresee the two parish
communities enriching one anoth-
er, as has happened in other parish
mergers in the diocese.

Rather than closing one parish
and sending those parishioners to
the neighboring parish, Bishop
D’Arcy and his advisors favor cre-
ating one new parish with a new
name and building a new church
for that parish that would serve the
expected population growth on the
south side of South Bend. The
Sacred Heart church building is
too small to accommodate the
merged parishes. And with contin-
ued south-side development, the
present St. Jude Church could be
outgrown in a few years. 

Further, the St. Jude Church
was built in 1960 to be a gymnasi-
um for the attached school, with

the idea of building a more suit-
able church in the near future. As
some St. Jude parishioners noted
at their meeting, they are still wait-
ing for that new church building,
and some expressed frustration
over continuing speculation and
little action.

“I would love to give money
for a new church,” said St. Jude
parishioner Dave Grossnickle. “I
just hope it’s soon, and during my
lifetime!” 

A common concern voiced by
the people at both parish meetings
was about where the proposed new
parish’s church building would be
located. The diocese is looking at
all possibilities, including the pres-
ent Sacred Heart and St. Jude sites,
and other suitable properties in the
area that would be convenient for
people from both parishes. A com-
mittee of experts in demographics,
architecture, engineering, real
estate, etc., will be appointed to
study the matter and advise the

diocese, the bishop said.
Sacred Heart parishioners

seemed to favor the 80-acre site at
Sacred Heart that already is owned
by the diocese. Don Milzarek said
that building a new Catholic
church at Sacred Heart, which is
on busy U.S. Highway 31 just
south of South Bend, would be
good public relations to show that
the Catholic Church is growing.
And he suggested that some of the
extra Sacred Heart acreage could
be sold to help finance the project.
However, the site does not present-
ly have city water and sewer,
which would be costly to acquire.

Sacred Heart parishioners asked
what would happen to the parish
cemetery if the new parish is locat-
ed elsewhere. Bishop D’Arcy
assured them that the cemetery
would not be disturbed in any
event.

Several St. Jude parishioners
expressed a preference for the new
church to be at the St. Jude site,

which is on Johnson Road, three
miles north of Sacred Heart and a
couple of blocks east of U.S. 31.
However, space for a new building
there would be tight, for the prop-
erty is virtually landlocked. 

The concern of many of the St.
Jude people was over the possibili-
ty of separate sites for the church
building and the school, which has
178 students in grades K-8. Some
even questioned whether the
school would remain open.

Bishop D’Arcy made it clear
that wherever the church building
is located, the school would not be
affected. He and Father Delaney
explained that if a new church is
built on another site, the buildings
at St. Jude would be reconfigured
in a way to provide suitable space
for the weekday school Masses
and the sacrament of reconcilia-
tion, and the priest still would be
present in the school building. And
they both pledged that nothing
about the Catholic character of the
school would change

“The school will stay,” Bishop
D’Arcy stressed. “We’re not clos-
ing this school.” 

St. Jude School Principal
Stephen Donndelinger said at the
meeting that ideally, it would be
best to have the church and school
on the same property. However, he
said, Catholic educators today face
new challenges and have to think
in new ways. He said the school
could make good use of all the
present buildings on the site. And
he urged parishioners to examine
all the possibilities that would help
the school and parish thrive and
grow for many years to come, say-
ing there is more risk to maintain-
ing the status quo than in embrac-
ing change.

At both meetings, people
expressed anguish over possible
changes in their parishes, but some
of them also made an effort to
reach out to members of the other
parish and to acknowledge that the
issue is difficult for everyone.
Kathy Walther, a St. Jude parish-
ioner, explained that she had
belonged to St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish and came to St.
Jude after St. Mary was closed.

“I want the Sacred Heart
parishioners to know that I have
found a very loving community
here,” Walther said.

When pressed for a timetable,
Bishop D’Arcy said that he hoped
to make the decision next year,
and he thought that the new
church could be built within three
to five years.

“Please God, you won’t have to
wait much longer,” he said. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MERGER

PHOTOS BY ANN C AREY

The building currently serving as St. Jude Church was built in 1961 to be
the school gymnasium and used as a church only temporarily until a new
church could be built. Bishop John M. D’Arcy met with parishioners at
both St. Jude and Sacred Heart Lakeville to dialogue about a possible
merger.

Sacred Heart parish sign.

St. Jude Parish grounds.

Indian priest says his
cure was miracle
through Mother Teresa 
GUWAHATI, India (CNS) — The
sainthood cause of Blessed Mother
Teresa of Calcutta could cross its
last hurdle if the Vatican approves
an allegedly miraculous cure a
priest claims he experienced on the
10th anniversary of her death.

Salesian Father V.M. Thomas
says Mother Teresa’s intercession
was responsible for the disappear-
ance of a half-inch kidney stone in
his lower ureter, reported the Asian
church news agency UCA News.
The stone disappeared in an unex-
plainable manner after Father
Thomas celebrated Mass and
prayed to Mother Teresa Sept. 5,
the day before he was scheduled
for surgery.

UCA News reported that
Archbishop Thomas
Menamparampil of Guwahati gave
the agency a copy of the priest’s
files and medical records and,
according to the priest’s notes, the
surgeon affirmed “the disappear-
ance of the calculus (stone) was
beyond medical explanation.”

Father Thomas, 56, was associ-
ated with Mother Teresa from
1979 until her death in 1997.

The priest had been suffering
from severe abdominal pain since
Feb. 13. Medical examinations in
a Guwahati hospital revealed he
had renal colic and calculi, and
doctors advised him to take medi-
cine to help dissolve the kidney
stones. But recurring pains took
him to at least four other hospitals
elsewhere.

On July 26, surgeons in
Guwahati advised surgery, but
Father Thomas wanted to wait. On
Aug. 27, he met doctors again
after he said he was overcome
with “excruciating” pain.

He was admitted to a hospital
in Guwahati Sept. 4. Tests con-
firmed the presence of the stone,
and doctors set Sept. 6 for its sur-
gical removal.

Father Thomas said that on the
morning of Sept. 5, before prepa-
rations for his surgery, his doctor
allowed him to leave the hospital
to celebrate Mass at Shishu
Bhavan, a home for abandoned

children Mother Teresa started in
Guwahati. At the Mass, he asked
those present to pray for him,
especially through the intercession
of Mother Teresa.

The priest later affirmed his
belief that Mother Teresa’s miracu-
lous intercession caused the stone
to disappear.

Surgical preparation began late
Sept. 5, but on the afternoon of
Sept. 6, when the final presurgical
X-ray was taken, the doctors could
not locate the stone. A repeat X-
ray also proved negative. The
chief surgeon then ordered another
ultrasound by the same radiologist
who did the Sept. 4 tests, but that
also proved negative.

Subhash Khanna, the surgeon
who treated the priest, said in his
case summary that Father Thomas
was under his treatment for three
months. He was diagnosed as hav-
ing lower ureteric calculus with
diabetes and hypertension, the
records showed.

The surgeon further noted that
on Sept. 5 the priest went to
Shishu Bhavan to celebrate
Mother Teresa’s feast day. On his
return, the priest had a feeling of
well-being and slept peacefully,
Khanna reported.

Repeated investigations prior to
the scheduled surgery left the doc-
tors surprised, because “the calcu-
lus was no longer there in the
ureter, and moreover he had not
passed out the calculus in urine,”
the doctor confirmed. “So the
operation was canceled.”

In the case summary, which the
surgeon signed Sept. 11, he stated:
“It indeed seemed like a miracle
and unique incident as the stone,
which could not be dissolved with
medicine, just vanished on that
particular day.”

According to standard Vatican
procedure, a miracle that occurred
following Mother Teresa’s beatifi-
cation Oct. 19, 2003, would be
required for her to be canonized,
or declared a saint. In cases of
alleged medical miracles, the
Vatican has a commission of med-
ical specialists review the case.

Pope urges Catholics to pray the
rosary for global peace

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI urged Catholics to
pray the rosary for peace in the
world.

Speaking to pilgrims Oct. 7, the
feast of Our Lady of the Rosary,
the pope recalled that Marian
apparitions at Fatima, Portugal, 90
years ago underlined the need to
pray for the end of World War I.

“We too want to welcome the
maternal request of the Virgin,
committing ourselves to reciting
the rosary with faith for peace in
families, among nations and
throughout the world,” he told
several thousand people in St.
Peter’s Square.

The pope, noting that October

was dedicated in a special way to
evangelization, said the rosary can
stimulate missionary action by
leading Christians to meditate on
the life of Jesus.

Every Christian is called to
announce the Gospel through
words and example, he said.

“Announcing the Gospel
remains the first service the church
owes to humanity, in order to offer
the salvation of Christ to the peo-
ple of our time, who are humiliat-
ed and oppressed in so many
ways,” he said.

The Christian duty to evangel-
ize should also be aimed at giving
a Christian orientation to the cul-
tural, social and ethical transfor-
mations that are occurring in the
world, he said.

B Y  J O H N  T H A V I S
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FORT WAYNE — The Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend today
announced official enrollment fig-
ures for the 2007-2008 school
year. A news release issued by the
diocese in mid-September con-
tained preliminary, unofficial
enrollment figures for the majority
of its 40 elementary schools. 

“The high-school enrollment
figures released Sept. 13 were
finalized at that time,” said Holy
Cross Father Stephen Kempinger,
superintendent of the Catholic
Schools Office. “But we had not
finished collecting elementary
school enrollment numbers at the
time of the earlier release,” Father
Kempinger continued. “The state
does not collect the figures until
the ISTEP test is administered,
which was later in the month.”  

As reported earlier, total enroll-
ment in the four Catholic high
schools in the diocese increased
from 3,218 students last year to
3,224 students this year.
Enrollment in the 40 Catholic ele-
mentary schools in the diocese is
9,911 students — a decrease of
133 students. The grand total
enrollment for all diocesan
Catholic elementary and secondary
schools for the 2007-2008 school
year currently amounts to 13,135
students, a decrease of 127 stu-
dents (-1 percent) compared to last
year’s total enrollment of 13,262
students according to the figures
released today by the Catholic
Schools Office.

The student enrollment at each
secondary and elementary school
(without pre-kindergarten figures)

follows with gain/loss and percent
change:

Bishop Dwenger High
School and feeders:

Bishop Dwenger High School,
1,067, -6 (-1 percent); Precious
Blood, 154, 13 (8 percent); Queen
of Angels, 240, -18 (- 8 percent);
St. Charles Borromeo, 741, -4 (-1
percent); St. Jude, 540, 0 (0 per-
cent); St. Vincent de Paul, 694, -12
(-2 percent); St. Mary (Avilla),
144, 1 (1 percent); St. Joseph
(Garrett), 102, -1 (-1 percent);
Sacred Heart (Warsaw), 151, 0 (0
percent)

Total elementary: 2,766, -21 
(-1 percent)

Grand total: 3,833, -27 (-1 percent)

Bishop Luers High
School and feeders:

Bishop Luers High School,
546, -6 (-1 percent); St. John the
Baptist, 296, 13 (4 percent); St.
Joseph-St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
484, 7 (1 percent); St. Therese,
138, -13 (-9 percent); St. Aloysius
(Yoder), 82, 10 (12 percent);
Benoit Academy, 70, -12 (-17 per-
cent); St. John the Baptist (New
Haven), 296, -28 (-9 percent); St.
Joseph (Hessen Cassel), 126, 7 (6
percent); St. Joseph (Monroeville),
47, 6 (13 percent); St. Louis
(Besancon), 57, -7 (-12 percent);
St. Joseph (Decatur), 287, 0 (0
percent); Huntington Catholic
(Huntington), 172, 15 (9 percent);
St. Bernard (Wabash), 101, 1 (1
percent)

Total elementary: 2,156, -1 
(0 percent)

Grand total: 2,702, -7 (0 percent)

Saint Joseph’s High
School and feeders:

St. Joseph High School, 842,
50 (6 percent); Christ the King,
513, -3 (-1 percent); Corpus
Christi, 374, -5 (-1 percent); Holy
Cross, 305, -13 (-4 percent); Holy
Family, 388, -11 (-3 percent); St.
Adalbert, 141, 9 (6 percent); St.
John the Baptist, 154, -20 (-13 per-
cent); St. Joseph, 438, -9 (-2 per-
cent)    

Total elementary: 2,313, -52 
(-2 percent)

Grand total: 3,155, -2 (0 percent)

Marian High School and
feeders:

Marian High School, 769, -32
(-4 percent); Our Lady of
Hungary, 114, 35 (31 percent); St.
Anthony De Padua, 376, -60 (-16
percent); St. Jude, 174, -13 (-7
percent); St. Matthew, 381, -4 (-1
percent); Mishawaka: Queen of
Peace, 204, 11 (5 percent); St.
Bavo, 184, 5 (3 percent); St.
Joseph, 186, 4 (2 percent); St.
Monica, 170, -19 (-11 percent); St.
Patrick (Walkerton), 36, -6 (-17
percent); Elkhart: St. Thomas, 432,
12 (3 percent); St. Vincent de Paul,
113, -22 (-19 percent); St. John
(Goshen), 110, -2 (-2 percent); St.
Michael (Plymouth), 196, 0 (0 per-
cent)

Total elementary: 2,676, -59 
(-2 percent)

Grand total: 3,445, -91 (-3 percent)

Fort Wayne enrollment: 6,535 students
South Bend enrollment: 6,600 students
Total enrollment: 13,135 students

Voice Mail
(260) 479-1162

O:(260)436-6363 Ex 317
R: (260) 639-6471

Kathleen Anderson is one

of more than 30 Barnes &

Thornburg attorneys providing

legal services to their fellow

parishioners in the Diocese

of Fort Wayne - South Bend.

Kathleen Anderson
Labor and Employment/Litigation
(260) 425-4657
kathleen.anderson@btlaw.com

Catholic Schools Office releases official
enrollment figures for current year

B Y  V I N C E  L A B A R B E R A

The Perfect Gift...
Start a Family Tradition with Fontanini Collectibles

Stop in today and choose from our extensive selection of
Village buildings, Nativity sets, figures and accessories.

Divine Mercy Gifts
320 Dixie Way North • (574) 277-1400

South Bend 46637 • 1/2 mile north of Notre Dame on US 933

is imported from Italy exclusively by

Saint Meinrad president-
rector to resign in 2008
ST. MEINRAD — Benedictine
Father Mark O’Keefe announced
Oct. 5 that he would be stepping
down as president-rector of Saint
Meinrad School of Theology, St.
Meinrad, next year, at the end of
the current school year. He has
held the position since May 1996.

He made the announcement to
the School of Theology communi-
ty on Friday. Father O’Keefe’s
tenure will end on June 1, 2008.

“I am in my 12th year as presi-
dent-rector. I believe that I am
already the senior rector of a free-
standing theologate in the United
States,” said Father O’Keefe.
“Even when things are going well,
eventually the time comes for new
leadership.”

A search for Father O’Keefe’s
successor will be initiated by the
school’s board of trustees. A rec-
ommendation to the archabbot is
expected to be made at the board’s
meeting in February 2008. The
school’s bylaws require that the
president-rector be a monk of
Saint Meinrad Archabbey.

Under Father O’Keefe’s leader-
ship, the School of Theology has
increased its enrollment, begun a
two-year pre-theology program
leading to a master of Catholic
philosophical studies degree,
added a permanent deacon forma-
tion program, established the
Institute for Priests and
Presbyterates, and undergone sev-
eral extensive renovations. He also
helped lead a successful capital
campaign that raised more than
$42 million for Saint Meinrad.

Father O’Keefe attended Saint
Meinrad College, earning a bache-
lor’s degree in history in 1978. He
professed vows as a Benedictine
monk in 1979, and began his studies
for the priesthood at Saint Meinrad
School of Theology. He was
ordained in 1983. An educator and a
moral theologian, Father O’Keefe
holds a doctorate in sacred theology
(STD) in moral theology from The
Catholic University of America.

Father O’Keefe taught moral
theology in the School of
Theology and served as academic
dean and associate academic dean
before being appointed president-
rector in 1996. He also is a con-
sultant on issues of medical ethics.

He is the author of seven
books. A series of books on the
Catholic priesthood includes
“Priestly Wisdom: Insights from
St. Benedict,” “Priestly Prayer:
Reflections on Prayer in the Life
of the Priest,” “Priestly Virtues:
Reflections on the Moral Virtues
in the Life of the Priest,” “The
Ordination of a Priest: Reflections
on the Priesthood in the Rite of
Ordination,” and “In Persona
Christi: Reflections on Priestly
Identity and Holiness.”

Other books are “Becoming
Good, Becoming Holy: On the
Relationship of Christian Ethics
and Spirituality” and “What Are
They Saying About Social Sin?”
He has written articles for academ-
ic and popular journals, and is a
frequent speaker at gatherings of
bishops, priests, seminarians and
parish groups.

mailto:anderson@btlaw.com
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All Saints
Religious Goods

3506 South Calhoun Street, Fort Wayne 
260-456-9173

(across from South Side High School) 
featuring

BOOKS FOR ALL AGES 
Advent Wreaths & Candles • Crucifixes 

Bibles • Statues • Medals and Religious JewelryI buy all my books
at ALL SAINTS!

Respect Life Sunday service mourns
lives destroyed by abortion

Hundreds of people gathered
at the Catholic Cemetery in
Fort Wayne on Oct. 7 to

mourn the loss of life and to pay
their respects for the dead. 

They watched as a hearse
pulled to a stop. As a casket was
pulled out, the pallbearers stepped
forward. The young boys, Vincent
Schipper and Micah Allgeier, had
no problem lifting the small casket
and carrying it to the memorial
stone as the Knights of the
Columbus followed them. Only
two boys were needed to carry the
casket because, sadly, it was
empty. This was the 15th Annual
Memorial Service held by the
March for Life Committee.

This casket symbolized the 698
little boys and girls who lost their
lives in the Women’s Health
Organization in Fort Wayne
between Sept.1, 2006 and Aug.31,
2007. These children were never
allowed to breathe or to come
forth from the womb. They were
never allowed to create memories
of their laughter and tears, of their
first steps and their falls, of kinder-
garten and graduation, of first love
and lasting love. They were never
held in the arms of their mothers
or cherished by their fathers. They
were torn from this world because
they were an inconvenience to
someone. The dignity of their lives
went unseen in a world that places
such little value on human life.

Yet, here in this cemetery, stood
hundreds of people with no appar-
ent ties to those lifeless children.
And then the opening song “We
Are One Body” began, and the ties
suddenly became clear. 

Cathie Humbarger, executive
director for Allen County Right to
Life said, “Thank you so much for
joining us for the babies who were
shattered this year and for their
mothers whose hearts were shat-
tered.” 

Rev. Arnold Piering, pastoral
advisor for Lutherans for Life gave
the opening prayer. “Today we
thank you for the gift of life. You
knew us before we were formed in
the womb... We ask you to forgive
us the times we have not spoken
up as we should ... for the times
we have not stepped up as we
should.”

Father James Seculoff, pastor
of St. John the Baptist, New

Haven, spoke of the devastation to
our country caused by this treason-
ous act of 1973. “Since that time
43 million children, at least, were
killed. ... Of course that will come
back to haunt us.”

He saw a link between abortion
and contraceptives. When people
separate sexual pleasure from pro-
creation, people begin to see less
value in life. People, especially the
defenseless and the undesirable,
become expendable. The choice to
kill an unwanted baby becomes
easier.

“We know (the aborted chil-
dren) were made in the image of
their Creator ... with a desire ... to
be loved. ... Because of that, we
know they were loved .... not by
the abortionist ... but by God. ...
We know that each of these chil-
dren were not convenient and were
born into a world that values con-
venience over human life.”

Seth Drayer of Trinity
Evangelical Church told the audi-
ence, “I like to think that we are
soldiers. ... I don’t go to the abor-
tion clinic because it is fun, I go
because it is my duty. ... I am here
today out of a sense of duty to do
God’s work. ... If we the people of
God are not hopeful, truly all hope
is lost. It will take each one of you
... to will to be faithful. ... We are
called to be faithful.”

Throughout the ceremony, the
dates were given for the death of
these babies. They were each
named, not by their parents, but by
the people who make up the
movement for the Right to Life. A

white balloon was released each
time one of these little one’s name
was spoken. Fifty-two families
carried red roses and laid them
upon the small casket after saying
the child’s name.

In the closing prayer, Father
Gary Sigler, pastor of Queen of
Angels Parish, said, “Lord, we
commend all of these little ones to
your care. ... Help us to value and
recognize the dignity of human
life. ... Help us to recognize your
presence in each and every person
on the face of the earth.”

The people gathered at the
cemetery joined in singing
“Amazing Grace” and then waited
solemnly as  “Taps” was played
and the Knights of Columbus
processed away from the site.

As the memorial service ended,
the words of admonition still
echoed. The children who lost
their lives have no voice. We must
speak up because they couldn’t.
We must act because even now
there are more children within the
womb who cannot fight for their
lives and they will be next year’s
numbers if we do not step up and
take up our call to be faithful.

Every Thursday, the Women’s
Health Organization opens its
doors to desperate, fearful women
who see no other choice than to
end the life within their wombs.
Catholics and Protestants join in
prayer there to be the voice of
compassion and the vision of hope
to show them that there is another
choice, life. 

B Y  J E N N I F E R  M U R R A Y

FRANCIE HOGAN

Knights of Columbus flank Father James Seculoff, pastor of St. John the
Baptist, New Haven, as he speaks of the evils of abortion at a memorial
service for the unborn held at Catholic Cemetery in Fort Wayne.



Bishop Baker installed
as fourth bishop of
Birmingham
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (CNS) —
Bishop Robert J. Baker was
installed as the fourth bishop of
Birmingham at the Cathedral of St.
Paul Oct. 2, a beautiful fall day that
was the feast of the Guardian
Angels. The three-hour ceremony
began with Bishop Baker knocking
at the Birmingham cathedral door,
signaling his willingness to enter
and become head of the diocese.
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, apostolic
nuncio to the United States, read
the mandate from Pope Benedict
XVI appointing Bishop Baker.
Archbishop Sambi and Archbishop
Oscar H. Lipscomb of Mobile
escorted Bishop Baker to the cathe-
dra, the chair that symbolizes a
bishop’s teaching office and his
pastoral authority in the local
church. Archbishop Lipscomb then
presented him with the crosier, the
pastoral staff that is the symbol of
his office. “I am happy to be the
new bishop of Birmingham,”
Bishop Baker told the congrega-
tion. He also thanked his predeces-
sor, retired Bishop David E. Foley,
for his “devoted leadership.”
Bishop Foley retired in May 2005,
but was diocesan administrator
until Bishop Baker’s installation.

Sociologist says good
news on U.S. Catholics
outweighs bad
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
Center for Applied Research in the
Apostolate honored sociologist
James D. Davidson of Purdue
University in Indiana and Msgr.
Francis J. Maniscalco, former U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
spokesman, for their contributions
to church research. In a talk before
CARA’s annual awards dinner Oct.
3 at Georgetown University in
Washington, Davidson said there is
much more good news than bad
about U.S. Catholics. The picture
that emerges from his 40 years of
social research on religion in
America shows a Catholic laity that
for the most part is involved in the
church, knows and affirms its core
teachings, is highly educated and is
sophisticated in relating faith to
public life, he said. Msgr.
Maniscalco, a priest of the Diocese
of Rockville Centre, N.Y., was
USCCB director of media relations
from 1993 to 1994 and secretary of
communications from 1994 to
2006. In remarks during the dinner
he quoted from the ancient Greek
philosopher Socrates, “The unex-
amined life is not worth living. I
think that is true of communities as
well,” he said. He praised CARA
and others who engage in social
research on the church for helping it
to live an examined life. CARA, an
independent Catholic research
agency founded in 1964, has been
affiliated with Georgetown
University since 1989.

Former assistant 
treasurer convicted of
defrauding Cleveland
Diocese
CLEVELAND (CNS) — A former
assistant treasurer for the Cleveland
Diocese was convicted in federal

court Oct. 2 for his part in a kick-
back scheme to defraud the diocese
and the Internal Revenue Service.
Anton Zgoznik, 40, of Kirtland
Hills showed no emotion as the ver-
dict was read in Judge Ann
Aldrich’s packed courtroom. The
jury took only a day and a half to
find Zgoznik guilty of 15 federal
counts including conspiracy to
commit mail fraud, mail fraud, con-
spiracy to defraud the IRS,
obstructing tax laws, and assisting
in the preparation of false corporate
income tax documents and returns.
Assistant U.S. Attorney John Siegel
said he was pleased with the ver-
dict. However, he would not com-
ment on what sentence he would
recommend or whether Zgoznik
will be asked to testify against co-
defendant Joseph Smith, a former
diocesan chief financial officer who
is accused of 23 counts in the same
alleged kickback scheme. Smith,
who had been attending the trial
daily, was not in the courtroom for
the verdict. His trial will be at a
later date.

Catholic-Anglican text
encourages realism
about divisive issues
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Anglicans and Roman Catholics
should witness to the faith they
share and work together to promote
Christian values in the world, but
they also must be realistic about
issues still dividing them, said a
recent document by Anglican and
Catholic bishops. “Growing
Together in Unity and Mission”
was published in mid-September
by the International Anglican-
Roman Catholic Commission for
Unity and Mission, made up of
bishops from the two communities.
While leaked copies of the com-
pleted document were circulating

already in February, the official
release was delayed until a com-
mentary commissioned by the
Vatican and one commissioned by
the Anglican Communion were
finalized. The international bish-
op’s commission was formed in
2001 to develop a document sum-
marizing 35 years of official
Anglican-Roman Catholic theolog-
ical agreements, to encourage
wider study of the agreements and
to demonstrate how much
Catholics and Anglicans share by
promoting joint activities such as
prayer services, study, Christian
witness and social action. However,
the final document said, “difficul-
ties in the life of the Anglican com-
munion,” particularly the tensions
caused by the ordination of an
openly gay bishop in New
Hampshire, the blessing of same-
sex unions in British Columbia and
the acceptance of women bishops
in some Anglican provinces have
forced Anglicans and Roman
Catholics to recognize that progress
toward full unity will be slower
than many of them had hoped.

Congress urged to
‘stand up for children’
by overturning SCHIP
veto
WASHINGTON (CNS) — A top
official of Catholic Charities USA
called on Congress to “stand up to
the president for our nation’s chil-
dren” by overturning President
George W. Bush’s veto of expanded
funding for the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program, known
as SCHIP. Candy Hill, senior vice
president for social policy at the
Alexandria, Va.-based organiza-
tion, spoke in an telephone news
briefing Oct. 2, the day before Bush
vetoed the legislation that has

received wide support from reli-
gious, health care, labor and con-
sumer groups. It was the fourth veto
of Bush’s presidency; he has said
expanding the program by $35 bil-
lion would be a step toward social-
ized medicine and could lead many
families to drop their private health
insurance in favor of coverage by
SCHIP. The Senate approved the
legislation by a veto-proof vote of
67 to 29 Sept. 27. But supporters of
the legislation said they hoped to
find 19 votes in the House to reach
the two-thirds needed to overturn a
presidential veto. The original
House vote Sept. 25 was 265-159.
In a statement after the veto, Father
Larry Snyder, president of Catholic
Charities USA, said Bush’s action
was “the wrong decision at the
wrong time.” “Census figures
released only a few weeks ago
showed that the number of children
in America without health insur-
ance is going up — reaching 8.7
million in 2006 — and this legisla-
tion would have taken an important
step in reducing that number by
extending health insurance cover-
age to several million more poor
children,” he added.

War cannot be means to
promote national 
interests, Vatican tells
U.N.
UNITED NATIONS (CNS) — War
and armed conflict are no longer
sustainable means for promoting or
protecting national interests, the
Vatican’s top foreign affairs official
told the U.N. General Assembly.
U.N. agreements concerning disar-
mament and the nonproliferation of
weapons and plans to create “a
standing team of expert mediators”
to prevent conflict should receive
increased support, Archbishop

Dominique Mamberti said Oct. 1 at
U.N. headquarters in New York.
Speaking during the general debate
marking the opening of the 62nd
session of the U.N. General
Assembly, the archbishop said the
values upon which the United
Nations were founded should be
reaffirmed so as to “deliver a force-
ful ‘no’ to war and an equally force-
ful ‘yes’ to human dignity.” He said
respect for human dignity “is the
deepest ethical foundation” upon
which peace and fraternal relations
between nations are built.
“Forgetting, or partially and selec-
tively accepting” this principle of
respect “is what lies at the origin of
conflicts, of environmental degra-
dation and of social and economic
injustice,” he told the assembly.

Priest believed to be
world’s oldest Jesuit
dies at Georgetown
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Jesuit
Father James A. Martin, believed to
be the world’s oldest Jesuit at age
105, died at the Jesuit residence at
Georgetown University in
Washington Oct. 1. A funeral Mass
was celebrated Oct. 4 in
Georgetown’s Dahlgren Chapel for
Father Martin, who had been ill
with pneumonia. A member of the
Society of Jesus since 1921 and a
priest since 1934, his career includ-
ed work as a teacher of history and
catechism at the Ateneo de Manila
University, run by his order in the
Philippines; service as an Air Force
chaplain in France, North Africa
and Italy during World War II; and
45 years in academia and retreat
work around the country, until his
retirement in 1989. But Father
Martin also had a lifelong love of
sports, especially the Philadelphia
Phillies baseball team, and read the
sports page every day until he died,
according to his fellow residents at
the Jesuit facility at Georgetown,
where he had lived in retirement.
He reportedly turned down an offer
to play professional baseball to join
the Jesuits.

Sales of pope’s book on
Jesus hits 2 million
copies worldwide
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Two
million copies of Pope Benedict
XVI’s book, “Jesus of Nazareth,”
have been sold worldwide. The first
volume of the book was published
in German, Polish and Italian in
mid-April, and in English in May
followed by dozens of other trans-
lations. The book, Pope Benedict’s
first as pope, highlights what the
Bible says about Jesus, what the
moral implications of his teachings
are and how reading the Scriptures
can lead to a real relationship with
Jesus. The 400-page book has been
the number one book on the
Catholic Best-Sellers List for the
past three months, according to the
Catholic Book Publishers
Association. It shot to the top slot
starting with the association’s
August list, which reflected June
sales. “Jesus of Nazareth” also
ranked among the top 10 hardcover
nonfiction books on the New York
Times Best Sellers’ list after its
English release and stayed on the
list for several weeks.
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Cardinal Lubomyr Husar of Kiev-Halych, Ukraine, speaks during a press conference after

celebrating the Divine Liturgy at the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy

Family in Washington Oct. 5. Looking on is Ukrainian Catholic Archbishop Stefan Soroka

of Philadelphia. The cardinal and archbishop were in the nation’s capital as part of the

worldwide Ukrainian Catholic bishops’ synod.

UKRAINIAN CARDINAL SPEAKS AT WASHINGTON SHRINE
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Festival to be
multicultural
event
FORT WAYNE — Three cultures
unite to bring a fall festival to
Saint Patrick’s, Fort Wayne, on
Saturday, Oct. 20, from noon to 6
p.m. St. Patrick Parish is home to
Hispanic and Vietnamese popula-
tions in addition to the Anglos.
While there have been different
events hosted by the three groups,
this is the first time they are com-
ing together to work on one proj-
ect. 

A highlight of the festival will
be the food. There will be dishes
representing each of the commu-
nities who are putting this togeth-
er. In addition, there will be
Karaoke, games for children and
adults and raffles.  

Join the parishioners at St.
Patrick to get a taste of cultural
variety and a glimpse of the unity
that is bringing them together for
this day of celebration. — JM

Adoration for deacon to
be ordained
DECATUR — St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish in Decatur will
be holding an all night eucharistic
adoration this Oct. 19-20 to pray
for Deacon Bob Lengerich as he
approaches his ordination to
priesthood.

Deacon Bob spent the summer
of 2006 at St. Mary’s where he
quickly became a part of the
parish family. While he has been
in the prayers of parishioners
throughout the past year, they will
spend 12 hours in front of the
Blessed Sacrament to pray for the
future “Father” Bob Lengerich
and his vocation to the priesthood.

Parishioners are also encour-
aged to offer prayers for vocations
in the diocese, in particular St.
Mary’s Parish, and for all of the
current and future seminarians.
The high school youth will be
having an all night adoration lock-
in at the youth house and spending
portions of the evening with
Christ himself.  

Anyone interested in spending
time with Jesus is welcome to join
the parish of St. Mary’s on Friday
night, Oct. 19, from 8 p.m. to
Saturday morning at 8 a.m. The
entire event will conclude with a
celebration of Holy Mass to be
offered for Deacon Bob
Lengerich.  

XLT goes to Auburn
AUBURN — Young people and
the young at heart may experience a
night of exuberant worship of the
Lord as XLT will be hosted by
Immaculate Conception Parish in
Auburn on Sunday, Oct. 21.

XLT will begin at 7:30 p.m. fol-
lowing the 6 p.m. LifeTeen Mass.

Contemporary Christian music
will be by Frankie and the Holy
Rollers. Father Mark Gurtner, a
native of the parish and now pastor
of Our Lady of Good Hope in Fort
Wayne, will preside over the cele-
bration.

There will also be quality time
in the eucharistic presence and
peace of Christ.

Immaculate Conception Church
is located at 500 E. 7th St., in
Auburn.

Hogan family benefit set
Oct. 20 at Sacred Heart
WARSAW — Sacred Heart Parish
in Warsaw had been very blessed
over the years by the talents of
Chuck and JoEllen Hogan. 

Chuck was passionate about life
and this passion overflowed in
everything he did. His life was cut
short by a massive heart attack in
2004 at the age of 53.

JoEllen too has been very active
in the community. The mother of
three, she worked at the Warsaw
Public Library for over 22 years. At
Sacred Heart, she is a member of
the choir and played key roles in
setting up the parish health library,
parish nurse program, bereavement
group, MOM’s group, the parish-
ioner library and participated in
many Bible study groups. She was
diagnosed with breast cancer and
has been in remission. Last May,
however, it was determined that she
has cancer cells in her cerebral
spinal fluid. The treatments were
not successful. Although concerned
about leaving her young sons,
JoEllen has put her life and the care
of her sons in God’s hands.

As part of their community fam-
ily, many people have gathered to
lend a hand. A Hogan family bene-
fit will be held on Saturday, Oct. 20,
at the Sacred Heart Parish Hall
beginning at 7 p.m. There will be
hors d’oeuvres, beverages, enter-

tainment, dancing, a silent and live
auction and a raffle. All proceeds
will assist with JoEllen’s medical
care and the boys as they adjust to a
life without their parents.

Tickets may be purchased at
Warsaw Public Library, D C
Haircrafter and Bob List
Photography or by calling Sacred
Heart at (574) 267-5842. Donations
will also be accepted at all of these
locations.

Bishop Luers Wedertz
Scholarship winners
named
FORT WAYNE — Bishop Luers
High School seniors Joseph Crouch
and Simon May are this year’s
recipients of the Wedertz
Scholarship.

Jill Rinne, former English
teacher at Bishop Luers High
School, was a friend of Larry
Wedertz. Before his death, Wedertz
wanted to give back to the commu-
nity. He was a lover of science and
of learning. Bishop Luers was cho-
sen as his vehicle for giving. Each
year one or two seniors are chosen
to have their senior year of tuition at
Bishop Luers paid.

Qualifications include a written
essay stating why science is impor-
tant in the life of the candidate.
Information on the candidate’s fam-
ily is also required. The winner of
this award must have taken four

years of science in high school.
Rinne peruses the applicants and

selects the winners. 
Joseph Crouch is the son of

Randall and Julie Crouch. At
Bishop Luers, Crouch is involved
in show choir, drama productions,
baseball, soccer and peer ministry.
He is a member of the Academic
Bowl, student council, Key Club,
retreat team, National Honor
Society, Jazz ensemble and the
men’s music group. He is unsure
where he will attend college, but he
plans on majoring in math. 

Simon May is the son of
Thomas and Diane May. At Bishop
Luers, May is involved in show
choir, drama productions, Mass
choir, Jazz ensemble and the men’s
music group. Simon plans on
attending Purdue University and
majoring in engineering. 

Father Chavez brings Our
Lady of Guadalupe talk
to Notre Dame campus
SOUTH BEND — In honor of the
475th anniversary of the appear-
ance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to
Juan Diego, the Knights of
Columbus is organizing a nation-
wide speaking tour by Father
Eduardo Chavez, one of the most
renowned experts on the
Guadalupe apparitions and the pos-
tulator of St. Juan Diego’s cause for
sainthood. 

Father Eduardo Chavez spoke to
an audience at the Father Hesburgh
Library on the campus of the
University of Notre Dame on Sept.
24. The auditorium was filled with
eager listeners who had come to
hear his story either in Spanish or
made available in English through
listening devices. 

Titled Our Lady of Guadalupe:
The Woman who Changed the face
of the Hemisphere, the 90-minute
talk and accompanying slide show
were a detailed account of the early
historical documentation of the
appearance of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Father Chavez
described the presence of
Franciscan, Dominican, and dioce-
san priests in the area at the time,
and he spoke of the relative differ-
ences that existed between those
religious groups at the time. 

He gave a brief account of the
significant part that St. Juan Diego
played in receiving the apparition
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and
about St. Juan Diego’s conversa-
tions with the local bishop, trying to
carry the message that Our Lady
had asked him to send. 

He showed how Our Lady of
Guadalupe provided the “perfectly
inculturated” example of evange-
lization that has helped to build the
future that all nations share in the
Americas.

Through the use of detailed
close-ups of the image of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, Father Chavez point-
ed out various segments of the
image that have meaning, such as
designs on the fabric portion of the
image of Our Lady. In other artistic
representations of the image of Our
Lady of Guadalupe, other artists
have created different designs, but
these are not the actual images as
recorded on the original authentic
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

“During this important 475th
anniversary year of the apparitions
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, we are
honored to have the opportunity to
bring her message of peace to peo-
ple throughout the United States,”
said Supreme Knight Carl A.
Anderson in a press release.

For more information about
Father Chavez’ talk, see the
Knights of Columbus Web site at
www.kofc.org. Father Chavez’
presentation is available for down-
load as a PDF file.

Kevin M. Large is the Grand
Knight of Santa Maria Council
#553.

Rebecca Kiessling to
speak at banquet for life
FORT WAYNE — The 10th
Annual Banquet For Life, “Making
the Hard Case for Life,” will be
hosted by the Tippman Family and
the Allen County Right to Life,
Three Rivers Educational Trust
Fund, on Tuesday, Oct. 16, at the
Grand Wayne Center in Fort Wayne
at 6:30 p.m.

Rebecca Kiessling will be the
guest speaker. She is a family law
attorney representing pro-life
cases including frozen embryos,
rape and abortion. Kiessling is an
author, media commentator and
homeschooling mom. The
Kiesslings are the adoptive and
biological parents of five children.
Kiessling’s life began as the result
of a rape and she has earned the
right to defend the hard case for
life.

For additional information, call
(260) 471-1849.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
STUDENTS RECOGNIZED BY NATIONAL MERIT PROGRAM

PROVIDED BY BISHOP DWENGER HIGH SCHOOL

Bishop Dwenger High School senior Madeline Goheen has been named a 2008 National

Merit Semi-Finalist. Goheen scored in the top 1 percent of the 1.4 million students

nationwide who took the PSAT test in October of 2006. She will now apply for finalist

status and National Merit Scholarship consideration, which will be announced in

February 2008. Three additional Bishop Dwenger seniors were named commended stu-

dents by the National Merit program. These students scored in the top 5 percent of all

students nationwide on the PSAT test taken in October of 2006. They are Elizabeth

Breckler, Sam Fenker and Emily McGowen. Fenker also received a perfect 800 on the

math portion of his SAT. In the photo, from left, are Emily McGowan, Elizabeth Breckler,

Madeline Goheen and Sam Fenker.

http://www.kofc.org
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Father Hesburgh feted at Smithsonian

NOTRE DAME — Political, edu-
cational, judicial and religious
leaders gathered Oct. 9 at the
Smithsonian Institution’s National
Portrait Gallery to pay tribute to
Holy Cross Father Theodore M.
Hesburgh, president emeritus of
the University of Notre Dame and
one of the 20th century’s most
influential figures in higher educa-
tion, the Catholic Church and
national and international affairs.

The invitational event will fea-
ture the inclusion of a photograph
of Father Hesburgh into the
National Portrait Gallery’s perma-
nent collection. The image, by an
unidentified photographer, captures
Father Hesburgh and the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. linking
hands in solidarity during a civil
rights rally at Soldier Field in
Chicago in 1964. Work in support
of civil rights — marked most
prominently by his service on the
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights
— was among the many major
social issues in which Father
Hesburgh was involved.

Notre Dame alumna and
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice was scheduled to attend and
offer her reflections on Father
Hesburgh’s legacy, and Sen.
Edward Kennedy (via a pre-
recorded video) and former Sen.
Alan Simpson were to be the
evening’s featured speakers. A
video narrated by former CBS
News anchor Walter Cronkite
recounted Father Hesburgh’s long
public service career and included
taped tributes from former
Presidents Bush and Carter. Anne
Thompson, a correspondent for
NBC News and a Notre Dame
graduate, served as the evening’s
emcee.

White House, Congressional,
judicial and other dignitaries were
expected to attend the event, which
also celebrated Father Hesburgh’s
90th birthday (which was May
25). 

Dozens of friends and associ-
ates of Father Hesburgh from
Notre Dame, higher education, the
Catholic Church, and other fields
also attended.

“Father Hesburgh’s contribu-
tions to the nation and world, to

the church, and to higher educa-
tion, including, of course, Notre
Dame, are indelible,” said Father
John I. Jenkins, CSC, the universi-
ty’s president. “This tribute at the
Smithsonian is a much-deserved
salute to a most remarkable man.”

In addition to serving as Notre
Dame’s president from 1952 to
1987, other notable achievements
and accolades in Father
Hesburgh’s career include:

• Sixteen presidential appoint-
ments — from President
Eisenhower to the current
President Bush — in which he was
involved in most major social
issues including civil rights, peace-
ful uses of atomic energy, campus
unrest, Third World development
and immigration reform. In addi-
tion to the civil rights commission,
other notable appointments were to
the Presidential Clemency Board,
charged with deciding the fate of
various groups of Vietnam offend-
ers, the National Science Board,
Commission on the Holocaust and
Select Commission on
Immigration and Refugee Policy.

• Service to four popes, three as
permanent Vatican City representa-
tive to the International Atomic
Energy Agency in Vienna from
1956 to 1970

• Service as chair of the
International Federation of
Catholic Universities

• Elected to the Board of
Overseers at Harvard University,
including two years as board presi-
dent, the first priest in either posi-
tion

• Service as co-chair of the
Knight Commission on
Intercollegiate Athletics

• The honor of being the first
person from higher education to be
awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal, presented in 2000, and
recipient in 1964 of the Medal of
Freedom, the nation’s highest
civilian honor

• Reception of 150 honorary
degrees, the most ever awarded to
one person

Father Hesburgh was born May
25, 1917, and raised in Syracuse,
N.Y. He was educated at Notre
Dame and the Gregorian
University in Rome, from which
he earned a bachelor’s degree in
1939. He was ordained a priest of
the Congregation of Holy Cross,

Notre Dame’s founding order, in
1943.

Following his ordination,
Father Hesburgh continued his
study of sacred theology at the
Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C., earning his doc-
torate in 1945. He joined the Notre
Dame faculty the same year and
served as chaplain to World War II
veterans on campus in addition to
his teaching duties in the religion
department. He was appointed the
head of that department in 1948,
and the following year was
appointed executive vice president
in the administration of Holy
Cross Father John J. Cavanaugh,
university president. At the age of
35 in June 1952, he was named the
15th president of Notre Dame.

The accomplishments of the
Hesburgh era at Notre Dame are
reflected in statistics comparing
the Notre Dame of 1952, when
Father Hesburgh became president,
with the university he left in 1987.
The annual operating budget rose
from $9.7 million to $176.6 mil-
lion, the endowment from $9 mil-
lion to $350 million, and research
funding from $735,000 to $15 mil-
lion. Enrollment increased from
4,979 to 9,600, faculty from 389 to
950, and degrees awarded annually
from 1,212 to 2,500. The two
major changes during the
Hesburgh era were the transference
of governance in 1967 from the
Congregation of Holy Cross to a
two-tiered, mixed board of lay and
religious trustees and fellows, and
the admission of women to under-
graduate studies in 1972.

The National Portrait Gallery
was established by an act of
Congress in 1962 and opened to
the public in 1968. It is the only
museum of its kind in the United
States to combine aspects of
American history, biography and
art. The museum’s collection of
nearly 20,000 works ranges from
paintings and sculptures to photo-
graphs and drawings.

The National Portrait Gallery
and the Smithsonian American Art
Museum are housed in the Donald
W. Reynolds Center for American
Arts and Portraiture at Eighth and
F Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C.
More information is available on
the Web at www.npg.si.edu
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Fall Festival
St. Joseph Parish

Blakeslee, Ohio
FAMILY STYLE CHICKEN & HAM DINNER

Sunday, October 21, 2007
(Serving 11:00 am - 2:00 pm)

ADULTS: $7.00 • CHILDREN: $3.00
(5 years of age and under: FREE)

BINGO • RAFFLES 
•COUNTRY STORE

(Carry-Outs available: local delivery until 1:30 pm)
(419) 272-2214

(located on Ohio State Route 34)
4 miles East of Edon - 11 miles west of Bryan

Wygant Floral co.INC.

327 Lincolnway West  South Bend

232-3354    (800) 994-2687
Charge by Phone or Come in and Browse

Monday-Friday: 8AM - 5:30PM  
Saturday 8AM - 5PM

FLOWERS & GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Fresh Cut Flowers • Silk and Dried Flowers • Imported and Domestic 

Gifts and Candies • Plants • Gourmet Fruit Baskets • Balloons   

AREA WIDE DELIVERY

Free delivery to hospitals and funeral homes

wygantfloral.com

Volunteer effort huge in
Coats for Kids Project

FORT WAYNE — Coats for Kids,
a winter coat distribution project
of the local chapter of the National
Christ Child Society, is now in its
10th year in the Fort Wayne area.
And since the project’s inception
when just 200 coats were given
away, the effort has grown far
beyond founder Peggy
Dotterweich’s modest expecta-
tions. According to this year’s co-
chair Beth Shields, the first two
days of a four-day effort were so
successful that the 2007 distribu-
tion will easily reach 2,000 coats
by the end of October.

Coats for Kids is a ministry that
provides brand new winter coats,
hats and mittens to preschool and
school-age children of families
who qualify for assistance based on
the recommendations of churches,
school authorities and social serv-
ice agencies. The program is run
out of the vacant Sacred Heart
School on Gaywood Avenue.

The volunteer effort on the part
of Christ Child Society members
and others is huge, says Nancy
Hanlon, who will step up to chair
the project with Ellen Devlin next
year. More than half of the organi-
zation’s large membership helps
with the annual distribution, as
well as many others from the com-
munity at large.

No stranger to daunting  proj-
ects, Hanlon has run PTO markets,
music booster events and other
large school activities. She knows
how to get things done and how to
get others involved. But something
is different about this project.
Rather than spending all her time
asking for assistance, she says,
“What I have found refreshing is
that I have people calling me” to
donate their time. 

Volunteers for the annual coat
project have many and varied
duties. Each year Christ Child
Society member Ann Arnold
works closely with local mer-
chants like Value City, where most
of the coats are purchased. After
that, Bishop Luers High School
students help transport the mer-
chandise to Sacred Heart School
and carry it upstairs. Others sort
and hang the coats according to
size and gender in preparation for
opening day.

On distribution days, some vol-
unteers “direct traffic” by keeping
the long lines of people moving,

some check clients in and update
their family information, while
others act as “shoppers” for the
children’s coats. Still others work
as interpreters for the increasingly
large numbers of non-English-
speaking clients. In spite of the
hundreds of families served each
day, the operation runs smoothly.

A new computerized check-in
system under the direction of Katie
Roussel is speeding up the process
this year. After many years of
recording family data on index
cards, her volunteers are now
entering the information on com-
puters, which were donated to
Christ Child Society by a generous
benefactor. “Clients were recep-
tive” to the change and patient
with the new system, she says,
while the organization’s members
found it easier to access records
and make the necessary updates.
“The volunteers were great,” she
says. “I think it went well.”

Volunteers are the life blood of
an organization like Christ Child
Society, and nowhere is it more
evident than in a labor-intensive,
hands-on ministry like Coats for
Kids.“Our volunteers are absolute-
ly wonderful,” Hanlon says. They
are “very giving, they exemplify
what Christ Child (Society) is ...
they live it by example.”

Shields echoes that sentiment
and calls the coat project a true
“community effort.”

T IM JOHNSON

More than 1,800 coats are expect-
ed to be distributed this year to
nearly 900 needy families in the
Fort Wayne area. Over 65 schools
and agencies are participating.
The Christ Child Society coat dis-
tribution program will continue
each Wednesday morning in
October at Sacred Heart School on
Gaywood Avenue.
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Our experienced and professional staff is dedicated 
to providing the highest quality of nursing care.

• Daily Mass

• Skilled Care • Intermediate Care

• Medicare Certified

• Secured Units for Alzheimer Care

• Physical, Occupational, & Speech Therapies

• Assisted Living Apartments

• Independent Living Patio Homes on Campus

For Information, Call: (260) 897-2841

515 N. Main Street, Avilla, Indiana 46710
Provena Health, a Catholic health system, builds communities

of healing and hope by compassionately responding to human

need in the spirit of Jesus Christ.

St. Vincent de Paul Parish Respect Life group reborn

FORT WAYNE — St. Vincent de
Paul Parish Respect Life
Committee has been revitalized
with new leadership this fall and
holds great promise for the future.
Robert and Tracia Gregory have
spearheaded the renewal of the
program at this vibrant parish
where their creative effort has
established seven subcommittees,
each with a specific focus. 

Gregory, committee chairman,
reports directly to Father John
Kuzmich, pastor of St. Vincent, as
he oversees the workings of each
subcommittee. But he says, his
wife, Tracia is the driving force
behind the passion and thrust of
the group. Tracia, a St. Vincent de
Paul School alumnus, comes from
a “very pro-life family,” says

Gregory. 
During the seven years of their

marriage as they welcomed the
births of their four children, who
currently range in age from six
years to nine months, the young
couple attended the city’s March
for Life and area pro-life banquets.
Recently Gregory says, “We both
prayed about what our next step
was in the cause.” 

They felt a call to begin at the
parish level and after meeting with
Father Kuzmich and pastoral asso-
ciate Dorothy Schuerman, their
plan involving the subcommittees
was approved. 

With the couple’s group of
friends expanding over the years
through their participation in
Christ Renews His Parish retreats
and small Christian communities
they came to recognize a core
group passionate about life issues.

From the group, chairpersons were
specifically chosen for their self-
sufficient nature and interest in
right to life issues. 

“It was important to Father
John and me that we pick the right
people, those that would get things
done,” notes Gregory. 

And get things done they have.
The group has only met twice but
Gregory reports much progress has
been made by each subcommittee. 

Education and awareness on
right to life and other life issues is
first priority for this revamped
committee and efforts to accom-
plish that include the events plan-
ning subcommittee, chaired by
Tracia, who is planning to host an
information booth in the gathering
space at church where parishioners
can learn about the Catholic stand
on all aspects of life. The booth
will have the ability to travel to
area events such as Knights of
Columbus functions and festivals.
“It’s one way we can start getting
the word out,” says Gregory.

Ann Gray chairs the prayer sub-
committee and is no stranger to the
issues of respect life. While attend-
ing college she and her husband
organized Students for Life at
Indiana-Purdue Universities at Fort
Wayne (IPFW) in 1990. They have
also attended prayer services at the
abortion clinic, banquets for life
and the march for life. 

The prayer committee’s focus
involves increasing the number of
parishioners who participate in
prayer at the abortion clinic on the
second Thursday of each month as
well as developing a spiritual
adoption program where parish-
ioners can adopt an unborn child
whom they will hold in prayer for
nine months. Special prayer cards
and rosaries will provide tangible

reminders of the need for this
prayer. 

Gray, mother of four children,
says, “It’s exciting to get involved
with this. I see how necessary it is
in today’s world where we take
life and children for granted.” 

The teen outreach subcommit-
tee, chaired by Vickie Zehr, will
unify the teens of the parish with
bracelets to wear engraved with “I
will speak up for the little ones.”
The teens will be encouraged to
offer other students bracelets to
wear to symbolize the pro-life
cause. This committee will also tap
the teen group to provide manpow-
er at future events as well as
encourage their continued presence
at the abortion clinic for prayer.

Jenny Miller heads the educa-
tion subcommittee and is laying
the groundwork to offer a three-
part video course to educate inter-
ested parishioners on the scientific
argument against abortion. This
program, planned for January of
2008, is approved by Father
Kuzmich and will offer an open
forum to the parish.

The other life issues subcom-
mittee balances the non-abortion
related topics for the group.
Chaired by Audra Watson, the
committee is researching issues
concerning the likes of euthanasia
and stem-cell research. Gathering
Web sites to offer and inviting
speakers to the parish will enhance
the dissemination of these current
issues and answer questions that so
many Catholics have. 

And Carl Eby will oversee the
fundraising needed to support the
efforts of this growing ministry
within the finance subcommittee.

Deb Thomlinson, longtime
parishioner at St. Vincent Parish
and mother of seven, who has

chaired the Respect Life
Committee for the past 15 years,
says of the reorganization, “I’m
ecstatic. We have such a vibrant
parish and can make things happen
Fort Wayne. It’s just letting people
know. Rob is so organized ... he’s
on fire.” 

Thomlinson will remain active
as chair of the community out-
reach subcommittee, which hopes
to encourage more parishioners to
participate in prayer visits to the
local abortion clinic as well as pro-
moting better communication
between local agencies and parish
committees.

This dynamic group is gearing
up for October, says Gregory,
which is Right to Life month.
Their hope is to have two tables
reserved for St. Vincent parish-
ioners at the Oct. 16 Banquet for
Life sponsored by the Allen
County Right to Life, Three Rivers
Education Trust Fund. 

Gregory also looked forward to
meeting with Fred Everett director
of the diocesan Office of Family
Life and other parish committee
heads in Fort Wayne on Oct. 6 in
an effort to “unify the groups so
they can work together.” 

As for the rest of the year and
the years to come, Gregory says
confidently, “Our main goal is to
take the ball and run with it. This
is an important issue for all of us
within the Catholic Church and to
address as a society. We can be an
influence in people’s lives.”
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KURT HOMAN

Students at Queen of Angels finally are able to play on a

playground structure. Father Gary Sigler blessed the new

playground structure on Sept. 28, after the previous struc-

ture was burned in a fire. Students will still be looking for-

ward to more equipment that has yet to be put up, but

the main structure is complete. 

For more information about the
Respect Life Committee at St.
Vincent and how to start one at
your parish call St. Vincent de
Paul Church at (260) 489-3537.

FROM THE ASHES TO A BLESSING
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The spirituality of work

loving service to others. 
In our work, both outside and

inside the home, we need little
reminders of our communal
responsibilities. Growing up in a
family of six children, my moth-
er made sure that each of us
shared in the responsibilities of
the home. At the time, it was dif-
ficult for me to see why we had
to weed the garden, can the
tomatoes and wash the dishes,
but mom was teaching us an
important lesson about the value
of work and working together. I
was not just peeling tomatoes or
apples for myself but for the
whole family, who would enjoy
them in the cold months of win-
ter. She taught me early on that
we did not exist only for our-
selves but as members of a larg-
er community (family) with obli-
gations and responsibilities. In
the workplace, a similar commu-
nal responsibility and attitude is
needed for a healthy atmosphere. 

Sister Jolene was keenly
aware of the communal opportu-
nities and responsibilities of her
work. She saw and rejoiced in
God’s presence in long meet-
ings, evening travel to outlying
parishes, interviews, talks over a
simple meal and in the tears of
coworkers who looked to her for

Opening prayer: Novena Prayer to
St. Benedict (adapted) 

Glorious St. Benedict, sublime
model of virtue, pure vessel of
God’s grace. Behold we humbly
kneel at your feet. I implore you
in your loving kindness to pray
for me before the throne of God.
To you I have recourse in the
dangers that daily surround me.
Shield me against my selfishness
and my indifference to God and
my neighbor. Inspire me to imi-
tate you in all things. May your
blessing be with me always, so
that I may see and serve Christ in
others and work for his kingdom.
Amen.

Reading: The Introduction of
the Encyclical on Human Work
by John Paul II

“Through work man must earn
his daily bread and contribute to
the continual advance of science
and technology and, above all, to
elevating unceasingly the cultural
and moral level of the society
within he lives in community
with those who belong to the
same family. And work means
any activity by man, whether
manual or intellectual, whatever
its nature or circumstance ... work
bears a particular mark of man
and humanity, the mark of a per-
son operating within a communi-
ty of persons.”

Commentary
The option of not working out-

side the home is unrealistic for
some of us. Despite the number
of ways we try to simplify our
lives, buy less, or get creative in
our finances, the current cost of
living requires lucrative employ-
ment. For some, work can be
painful, boring and very physical.
For others, the level of responsi-
bility for the welfare of others
may be enormous. Then there
may be the stress of getting along
with other employees who speak
of different political and moral
views, practice varying work
ethics or possess different or even
opposite personalities. 

The workplace can definitely
challenge our abilities to be
Christlike. On the other hand, our
work can be the ideal environ-
ment in which we foster spiritual
growth within each other. As I
say goodbye to a wonderful
coworker, Sister Jolene Heiden,
SSND, who retired from the
Office of Spiritual Development,
the Lord calls me to reflect on the
qualities of being a good cowork-
er. 

A common mission
Pope John Paul II teaches us

that regardless of the work we do
or the position we hold, we share
in the common mission of a larg-
er company, agency, institution or
family. Therefore, each individual
coworker has an important role to
play in making any business or
service agency successful. This
message of common mission is
often lost, especially in the
United States, because we tend to

measure one’s worth by their
salary level or position of power.
Although just wages are very
important, our Christian faith
asks us to see beyond the salary
or position and look at the unique
qualities of each individual and
the importance of their work. As
Christian workers, we are to be
mindful that what we do directly
touches the lives of others,
regardless of its perceived level
of importance. All work is virtu-
ous because it is a gift from God
to all humankind 

St. Benedict, in his rule
regarding labor, reminds us that
God gives us every moment and
that no activity or work is so
mundane that it cannot reveal
God’s presence. In a busy work-
day in which our awareness of
God’s presence can easily be for-
gotten, we can quickly begin to
undervalue our work or become
resentful of others who do not
value our efforts. We can become
self-centered and dissatisfied, los-
ing site of the original mission of
our work and the purpose of our
labor. Our work becomes a “job.”
St. Benedict invites us to let go of
our self-centeredness and resent-
ment and to see our tasks as
opportunities to express our grati-
tude to God and as a means of

B Y  G I N N Y  K O H R M A N

comfort. She joyfully took time
for anyone who approached her
regardless of his or her position
or wage. Even when she was
hurting or tired, she offered to
help others with the smallest or
greatest tasks. Kindness, gentle-
ness and consistency describe
her approach to everyone. She
drew little attention to herself
and looked for the goodness in
others. In her workplace, Sister
Jolene never seemed to lose sight
of the great mission Christ calls
us to… “love one another as I
have loved you.” 

Sister Jolene was centered by
her strong faith in a loving God.
She was grounded in her convic-
tion that a life lived in and with
Christ is a life of always reach-
ing out to others, accepting them
where they are and gently touch-
ing them with his message of
love and hope. No matter where
we work, Christ calls all cowork-
ers to this common mission.
Christ asks us also to be kind,
loving and understanding even
when our feelings and emotions
are telling us something else. 

People like Sister Jolene chal-
lenge all of us to evaluate our-
selves in the workplace. Are we
good Christian coworkers? 

Sharing Faith
More Shared Faith literature 

can be found at 
www.diocesefwsb.org/OSD

The soul feels its worth
L.A. Jesuit speaks on his work with gang youth

FORT WAYNE — Working with gang-involved youth of
Los Angeles for almost 20 years, Jesuit Father Gregory
Boyle has seen a lot of death in his ministry. But he has also
seen joy and life-altering transformations, all of which
Father Boyle recounted in a passionate keynote address at
the Oct. 4 Annual Conference on Youth sponsored by the
Allen Superior Court at the Grand Wayne Center.

Addressing the hundreds of conference participants from
backgrounds including education, juvenile justice, after-
school programs and faith communities, Father Boyle said
they all shared a common vision of hope for a better world,
citing that the prophet Habakkuk said that the vision will not
disappoint, but that people must wait.

“Nobody here wants to just wait,” Father Boyle noted.
“You want to, in fact, make things happen.” As an example,
he shared the genesis of his own work with at-risk youth.

When Father Boyle first came to the Boyle Heights dis-
trict of Los Angeles in 1988, his parish consisted largely of
public housing and the highest concentration of gang activi-
ty in the city.

His work with gang members began as Jobs for a Future,
an employment referral center and economic development
program. After the riots in 1992, Father Boyle started
Homeboy Industries, a host of small businesses staffed by
former gang members. 

“We had a hard time finding felony-friendly employers,”
Father Boyle noted wryly, “so we started our own business-
es.” Homeboy Industries currently oversees five businesses,
including Homeboy Bakery, Homeboy Silkscreen and
Homeboy Merchandise.

Through these endeavors, former gang members gain
training, work experience and often a newfound sense of
pride worth. They have counseling and free tattoo removal
services available to them, all of this in keeping with the

guiding principle that “nothing stops a bullet like a job.”
Father Boyle isn’t so much seeking to do service as to

promote kinship, a sense of brotherhood, between workers
by giving rival gang members the opportunity to work side
by side.

Father Boyle recruits for these ministries through another
one of his pastoral roles, as Catholic chaplain at numerous
detention centers. After Mass or a prayer service, he passes
out his card and tells the inmates to look him up as soon as
they get out and that he will find them a job.

In these detention facilities and in so many of the lives of
the young people he encounters, Father Boyle sees what he
calls images of shame and disgrace, young people continu-
ing to live in cycles of destructive behavior because no one
has done what his ministry does. As he describes it, that is
holding up a mirror and telling them the truth, “You’re
exactly what God had in mind when God made you.”

Father Boyle cites the Christmas hymn, “O Holy Night,”
as an excellent description of what happens to young people
in his program — “Long lay the world in sin and error pin-
ing, till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.”

Among the many stories he recounted in his speech,
Father Boyle illustrated this point with the story of a young
man named Bandit who, after numerous arrests and time in
prison, entered Jobs for a Future. In time, he found employ-
ment outside of Homeboy Industries and rose to a successful
management position at his job.

Years later, Father Boyle received a joyful call from
Bandit, informing him that his daughter was going to col-
lege, the first person in the family to do so. Father Boyle
met with the family and prayed a blessing over Bandit’s
daughter. From that experience, it was clear to Father Boyle
that a young man who was once regarded as nothing but a
criminal sending his daughter to college was a brilliant
example of the soul feeling its worth.

DON CLEMMER

Jesuit Father Gregory Boyle addresses a workshop at the
Annual Conference on Youth at the Grand Wayne Center in
Fort Wayne Oct. 4. Father Boyle operates the largest gang
intervention program in the country out of Los Angeles.
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College career centers can fill students’ tool
belts with the tools they need

NOTRE DAME — Nearly everyone asks the question.
What will I do with my life?

And a large part of that question has to do with what
type of job, profession, career or vocation will dominate
the bulk of one’s waking hours.

At no time does this nearly universal question seem to
come to a head than in college.

“I’ve found that easily one half of students are really
unsure,” said Timothy Ryan, director of Holy Cross
College’s Lilly Career Development Center.

“I tell them that’s okay. I tell them to research the possi-
bilities and talk to people in those career possibilities.”

Jeffrey Roberts, director of the Center for Career
Opportunities at Saint Mary’s College, agreed with Ryan.

“It’s very common” to struggle with these thoughts,
Roberts said.

And often the students with less clarity tend to declare
majors with a more liberal studies or humanities bent,
Roberts said.

There are certain majors, like nursing, accounting, ele-
mentary education, etc, that have careers built into their
structure, Roberts explained.

Other majors, like philosophy, communication, English,
history, humanistic studies, tend to keep students — and
parents — up at night, wondering how they will make a
living.

But Roberts said worry over these majors is simply due
to a lack of information. He tries to mitigate that by keep-
ing up with alumnae to find out how they’re using their
degrees.

He keeps a list of the types of careers Saint Mary’s
graduates have worked with different degrees.

For instance, he said, graduates with degrees in philoso-
phy have gone on to graduate and post graduate education,
have become teachers, paralegals, spiritual directors, public
relations professionals, managers, publishing professionals
and more.

“What we try to do here is connect students to accurate
career opportunities for their majors,” Roberts said.

His office also keeps a database of alumnae willing to
meet with students and talk to them about how they’re
using their majors in their careers.

For his part, Ryan, at Holy Cross College, worked in the
business world before coming to the school. And he offers
his connections in the business world to exploring students.

Ryan will pair up students with people in the communi-
ty doing the jobs they’re interested in. Students can job
shadow them or simply talk to them about what their jobs
are like on a daily basis.

And internships are a requirement at Holy Cross
College, said Ryan.

Normally, internships are completed between the junior
and senior year at the school, but they’re always a success
in helping students discern their career paths.

“One thing I tell them that is if they come back, and the
only thing they got out of it was that they don’t want to
work in that career — I tell them that’s a successful intern-
ship,” said Ryan.

He said part of the process of finding a good career fit
is determining what students don’t want to do.

Along with internships, Roberts, at Saint Mary’s
College, said students can get a sense of a career path
through faculty modeling and speakers they may meet in
their classes.

Roberts said he likens students’ first years at college as
entering a candy store with an empty bag. Faculty and staff
ask students what they want to put in their bags in terms of
courses of study. Students are then connected to key ele-
ments regarding what interests them through experiences,
internships, career opportunities, course work.

All of it is designed to take the stress of students their
first year in college. Roberts said students are encouraged
to look at their likes and dislikes and “explore the breadth
of possibilities” available in each major course of study.

Roberts said he also works with students on what they
want to do next, discovering “the person they were unique-
ly created to be.”

He explained there are four levels students should con-
sider when answering the question: what do I do with the
rest of my life?

Students start off at the “job” level, which matches their
skills to a task so they can gain confidence and get paid.

Or students may be more interested in having a “profes-
sion,” which demonstrates their skills at the highest level
so they gain more money and confidence, prestige and
integrity.

Past that, students may want more out of their working
life and consider a “career,” which Roberts said includes
talents, ethics and spirit. This type of life work tends to
lead to the same pay offs as having a profession, but happi-
ness and congruence are also added into the mix.

Finding a “vocation” is seemingly the ultimate answer
to the question. Students can discover through a vocation
what they were uniquely created to do, finding peace and
deep comfort in their daily work, Roberts said.

At many faith-based institutions like Saint Mary’s, find-
ing one’s vocation is seemingly stressed.

Roberts said students should ask themselves four ques-
tions when deciding what to do:

What do I want to major in?
What do I want to do with my major?
How do I prepare myself while I am here? How do I

create an effective job search or search for a graduate
school?

Add to that resources galore, and it seems students have
little excuse when trying to discover their life’s work.

Ryan, at Holy Cross, said students are provided with
career assessment tools and classes to help them figure out
what their personalities are, what their skill sets are, their
likes and dislikes and what they’re good at.

He uses a program called FOCUS, an assessment tool
that guides students through these questions. Students are
also taught what to do during interviews, put together a
resume, cover letter and thank-you note, what to do and
not to do during an interview and how to complete job
applications.

Local colleges and universities have also partnered to
help prevent Indiana’s brain drain — the mass exodus of
talent to other states — with the Indiana Career
Consortium to help connect students and employers with
each other. The consortium can be found at www.inc-
consortium.org.

Ryan said if students are willing to take advantage of
them, college career centers can fill their tool belts with the
tools they need to find the careers they want.

Added Roberts: “We work with students to help make
them aware of their talents and gifts and see they were
uniquely created for something special in the world of
work.”

JENNIFER OCHSTEIN 

Jeffrey Roberts, director of the Center for Career
Opportunities at Saint Mary’s College, said he likes to help
students discover what they’re uniquely created to do in life.

Timothy Ryan, director of Holy Cross College’s Lilly Career
Development Center, said he tries to give students the tools
to find the careers they want.

B Y  J E N N I F E R  O C H S T E I N

COLLEGE CAREERS&

“What do I do with the rest of my life?”
seems to be the question most students ask 

as they discern their vocation

http://www.inc-consortium.org
http://www.inc-consortium.org
http://www.inc-consortium.org
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Youth minister is open to the God of surprises

FORT WAYNE — If you’re
looking for the youth minister at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
just search for the tall, handsome
man with the delightful Irish
brogue surrounded by teens, and
you’ll find Martin Wheeler. Well
into his second year of leading
the youth of the parish, Wheeler
admits it’s been a long and wind-
ing road getting there. But chang-
ing careers has brought him joy
and balance.

Born in Wexford on the south-
east coast of Ireland, to William
and Mary, Wheeler was third of
four children, all of whom were
members of St. Lawrence Parish
there. He attended a parish-cen-
tered school from kindergarten
through eighth grade and was a
day student at a nearby boarding
school during his high school
years. Though he studied all the
critical subjects in school, he was
without a career goal. 

“I was open to anything and
hoping for something,” he says
with a smile. 

Then in ninth grade a mission
priest spoke on vocations, and
Wheeler answered the vocations
call. Meeting with Wheeler’s par-
ents, the priest was told that
Martin would finish high school
before being given permission to
investigate the priesthood. With
that, says Wheeler, “the vocation
fizzled away.”

Following his graduation in
1985, after picking strawberries
for the summer, he began work at
an organic tree nursery and by
fall was attending a nearby col-
lege studying commercial horti-
culture. 

With horticulture degree in
hand, the adventurous Wheeler
spent the next year and a half
working with a tree care compa-
ny in New York. Unfortunately,
during that time Wheeler was
called home after his father suf-
fered a heart attack. “I went to
him,” he says, adding that he
remained in Ireland then, work-

ing as private gardener. 
Following William’s recovery

from the heart attack, Wheeler
soon sensed he was being called
to something more, and the idea
of the priesthood began to be
revived. So at age 24, this gregar-
ious young man sought an inter-
view for entrance into the semi-
nary and was accepted into St.

Peter’s College as a seminarian.
“It was the most beautiful deci-
sion I’ve ever made,” he recalls. 

Following six years of study
in the seminary, Wheeler was
positioned for the diaconate. But
feeling the need for further dis-
cernment, he was sent to the
United States in 1997 to St. Bavo
Parish, Mishawaka, where Father
Jim Shafer was pastor, for parish
ministry. 

“That summer I went deeper
with discernment with my calling
and the end result was ‘it’s okay
whatever I decide,’” reports
Wheeler. Upon his return to St.
Peter’s Seminary he knew in his
heart that God was calling him to
something other than the priest-
hood, and he finished his pontifi-
cal degree as an external student. 

Soon after Wheeler took a job
delivering vegetables to area
stores and won-
dered where
God would lead
him.
Subsequently, a
friend called
with news of an
opportunity to
teach theology
at Bishop Luers
High School,
and on March 1,
1999, Martin
Wheeler began
his teaching
career in Fort
Wayne. 

Of his seven
and a half years
there, Wheeler
says of the experience, “I liked
working with the students and the
whole learning curve.” He was
involved at St. Vincent Parish
with the LifeTeen Program dur-
ing that time as well.

With his decision to settle in
the area, he and two other teach-
ers purchased a house in which to
live. As providence would have
it, he met his future wife, Melissa
Roberts, at a teacher’s in-service,
and after a year of dating they
became engaged. They were mar-
ried in 2003 and are happily rais-

ing their two young daughters,
remaining parishioners of Most
Precious Blood Parish. 

Then in spring of 2006,
Wheeler received a call from his
former pastor Father Shafer, now
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish,
to consider the position of full-
time youth minister. 

After talking with the “Mrs.”
about the change and taking it to
prayer, Wheeler interviewed and
was hired into the position. He
enjoys his new work and hopes
to grow in the ministry to
become a better resource for the
teens of the parish.

On the subject of life, Wheeler
reflects saying, “It surprises me
how wonderful life can be. I trust
there is some purpose in my call
and that it’s okay. I’ve settled
down and found balance.” 

That balance he says has come
to him by lis-
tening to the
common thread.
“The Eucharist
is the common
thread. It can
make us what
we are to
become.”

For this
cheerful horti-
culture special-
ist and theolo-
gian, faithful
minister and
family man, life
offers the
opportunity to
make decisions
with faith and

grow in his relationship with
Christ, his family and those he
encounters in his ministry. 

“I’ll keep giving what I have
to give and see where it leads. I’ll
be open to my vocation, to being
human and the greater wisdom of
God through those who love us,”
says Wheeler positively, adding,
“God’s not tied up in one path.
Whether you say yes or no, God
will love you to bits.” His final
advice for those seeking a career
path, “Be open to the God of sur-
prises.”

B Y  K A Y  C O Z A D

KAY COZAD

Martin Wheeler works in his office at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in
Fort Wayne where he is youth minister. After earning his degree in hor-
ticulture and subsequently in theology, he has found himself changing
careers from tree propagation to teaching to youth ministry. 

“God’s not tied up in 

one path. Whether you 

say yes or no, 

God will love you to bits.”

MARTIN WHEELER
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What is your passion? To cure debilitating diseases? To invent technology that will change
the world? To inspire the leaders of tomorrow? At Saint Joseph’s College, you can choose
from over 70 majors, minors, and pre-professional programs that will give you the founda-
tion to realize your dreams. An education at Saint Joseph’s College opens the door to
learning about subjects that intrigue you, experiencing hands-on learning that lets you get
involved, participating in exciting internships, and becoming part of a vibrant community.
The best part about Saint Joseph’s College is that you can start your major from day one
through our innovative Core Curriculum. So no matter what your passion is, let Saint
Joseph’s College take you where you want to go!

Open to Great Internships:
AT&T, Bank One, Disney World, Eli Lilly & Co., Ernest & Young, Fox 59 Television, The Golf
Channel, NationalSecurity Agency, St. Elizabeth Hospital, U.S. House of Representatives, U.S.
Supreme Court, and WJMK Magic 104.3 of Chicago.

Open to Great Jobs After SJC:
3M Company (Technical Manager), Army Research Laboratory (Chief Scientist), Coca-Cola North
America (Brand Marketing Manager), Eli Lilly & Co. (Pharmacokineticist), Federal Bureau of
Investigation (Special Agent), Illinois Trial Lawyers Association (Executive Director), McDonald’s
Corporation (Senior Financial Analyst), NASA Glenn Research Center (Aerospace Engineer),
Primrose Candy Company (President and CEO), Radio Disney (Senior Manager, Promotional
Sales), Sara Lee Corporation (Senior Programmer Analyst), Trump Casino (CFO), and World
Library Publications (President).

Office of Admissions
Post Office Box 890

Rensselaer, Indiana 47978
Phone: 800-447-8781

Fax: 219-866-6122
E-mail: admissions@saintjoe.edu

www.saintjoe.edu

Explore Saint Joseph’s College 
where your opportunities are wide open!

� �

Junior high not too early
to think about college
SOUTH BEND — The Twenty-
first Century Scholars Program is
Indiana’s post secondary tuition
scholarship program. The schol-
ars program began in 1990 as
Indiana’s way of raising the edu-
cational aspirations of low to
moderate income families. The
program aims to ensure that all
Indiana families can afford a
post secondary education for
their children.

To be eligible for the program
a student must:

• be a resident of Indiana as
an applicant and award recipient;

• be in the seventh or eighth
grade at a school accredited or
seeking accreditation through the
Indiana Department of
Education;

• meet income requirements
or be a foster child.

For the application to be con-
sidered, the student must agree
to the following pledge:

• I agree to graduate from an
Indiana high school;

• I will achieve a cumulative
high school grade point average
of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale;

• I will not use illegal drugs
or alcohol, or commit a crime;

• I will apply for admission to
an eligible Indiana college, uni-
versity or proprietary school as a
high school senior;

• I will apply on time for state
and federal student financial aid.

Scholars, who fulfill their
pledge and are admitted to a post
secondary school, are guaranteed

the cost of four years of college
tuition at any public college or
university in Indiana. If the stu-
dent attends a private college or
university, the scholarship
awarded will be comparable to
tuition at a public school.

See the guidance counselor
for an application or call the
Twenty-first Century Scholars
office at (574) 239-2380 ext. 210
or 254 for an application or if
there are any questions.

USF hosts Campus Visit
Day for new students
FORT WAYNE — The
University of Saint Francis will
host Campus Visit Day on
Saturday, Oct. 13, from 9-11:30
a.m. at North Campus (formerly
the Abundant Life Tabernacle) at
2702 Spring St.

Prospective students of the
University of Saint Francis will
have the opportunity to hear
about the academic programs
offered, speak with faculty, learn
about financial aid, meet coach-
es and attend a football game at
noon. To RSVP call (260) 434-
3270 or (800) 729-4732.

A family assisting families

GRANGER — What started as
an effort to perform a corporal
work of mercy, to feed the hun-
gry, became a multi-billion dollar
business and a form of financial
assistance that has rescued many
Catholic families.

In 1882, Father Michael
McGivney, a quiet priest in a tiny
parish in New Haven, Conn., was
deeply concerned about families
that lost their one and only bread-
winner. Out of this concern, he
founded the Knights of
Columbus, as a fraternal insur-
ance society, seeing only the state
line of Connecticut as his hori-
zon.

And though he lived only 10
more years and died at age 38,
his legacy, the Knights of
Columbus, became a strong arm
of the church in the United
States, Mexico, Canada, the
Philippines and Poland with $68
billion of insurance in force.

Accounting for one of those
billions are the insured K of C
members in Indiana and serving
many of them are three genera-
tions of one family in Granger,
Indiana.

In 1969, in Deerfield, Ill.,
Joseph Stackowicz, a successful
insurance salesman for various
companies was asked to become
a general agent for Knights of
Columbus insurance in northern
Illinois.

In 1973, he hired his son John
J. Stackowicz, age 19, (the

youngest agent ever hired) and
the two became the first father-
son team in the K of C sales
force. 

In his first year, John became
the leading salesman for the
Knights in Illinois and by 1984
became a general agent in north-
ern Indiana.

Five years later, John brought
another family member, his
brother-in-law, Robert Baloun
into the K of C sales force, and
just last year, John’s son, Phil,
23, became a field agent and is
already one of the leading sales-
men in the force of 1,400 world-
wide.

PROVIDED BY THE STACKOWIC Z FAMILY

The Stackowicz stack-up of
Knights of Columbus insurance
agents. From the left; grandson
Phil, his father John J,. John’s
dad, Joseph and John’s brother-
in-law, Robert Baloun. All are
members of St. Pius X Council,
Granger.

B Y  M A R K  W E B E R

mailto:admissions@saintjoe.edu
http://www.saintjoe.edu
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Interviewing skills for
graduates, job seekers 

DENVER, Colo. — What if you
could instant message potential
decision makers and determine
their interest or lack of interest
immediately? Or even better ...
text message the director of
human resources and conduct the
job interview. Just like making
plans for Friday night. Someone
texts asking if you want to get
together, you respond with a
thanks but no thanks. No need to
say why not or offer an explana-
tion. No direct rejection. Wouldn’t
it be great if a job search required
such minimal interaction? 

It would be a luxury not to
concern ourselves with body lan-
guage, tone of voice, face to face
contact with decision makers.
Fortunately or unfortunately, tech-
nology has not changed the rea-
sons a candidate is chosen for
employment. The two primary
reasons a candidate is selected has
remained the same for decades. 

One reason is that the candi-
date can solve a problem or fill a
slot. The other reason, equally
important, is that the candidate is
the source of good feelings. Two
candidates with comparable aca-
demic credentials and abilities will
be compared based on the comfort
level developed with the inter-
viewer(s). If the decision maker
feels ill at ease or uncomfortable
during the interview or lunch
meeting, walking down the hall or
waiting for others to make their
way to join the interview, she will
not choose that candidate. Instead,
the candidate that creates those
“good feelings” is selected. 

Conversation and rapport
building skills are useful in pro-
viding that intangible “good feel-
ing” that decision makers are
looking for. Candidates can help
decision makers feel good during
the interview process with the fol-
lowing tips and techniques: 

• Greet people warmly, give
eye contact and smile. Be the first
to say hello. Be careful, you might
be viewed as a snob or lacking in
confidence if you are not the first
to say hello. 

• Use small talk as a picture
frame around business conversa-
tions. Begin and end with small
talk before and after the interview.
Approach interviews prepared to
talk about the industry, current
events, the weekend and even the
weather to prevent awkward
moments and playing with your
food.

• Use the person’s name in con-
versation. You are more likely to
develop rapport by using the per-
son’s name you are talking with. If
you don’t know someone’s name,
take a moment to ask, and then
repeat it. Be sure to pronounce it
correctly. And never presume a
nickname. My name is Debra, not
Debbie. I do not think positively
of those that call me Debbie. It’s a
little thing that has big importance.
Ben Roethlisberger, the Pittsburgh
Steelers Super Bowl winning
quarterback, passed on Ohio State
because the coach and his assis-
tants did not make the effort to
pronounce his name correctly.
Instead he attended and played for

Miami of Ohio, they took the time
to get his name right. 

• Show an interest in others. In
response to our high tech environ-
ment filled with e-mail, confer-
ence calls and text messaging, we
need high touch more than ever.
That’s what you create when you
show an interest in the person that
is interviewing you. Inquire about
how the decision maker got inter-
ested in marketing, how the
Internet has impacted their work
or what has been keeping them
busy.

• Be a good listener. That
means giving eye contact and
responding with verbal cues to
show you are staying on top of
what the speaker says. Verbal cues
include these phrases: “Tell me
more…” “What happened first?”,
“What happened next?”, “give me
an example of what you mean by
that…”, “How did you come up
with that idea?”, “That must have
been difficult”, and so on. Using
these and similar cues shows you
are an “active” listener.

• Play the conversation
“game”. When someone asks,
“How’s school?” or “What’s going
on?” Answer with more than
“Pretty good!” or “Not much.”
Tell more about yourself so that
others can learn more about you.

• Be aware of body language.
Come across as relaxed and at
ease. Smile and appear approach-
able.

Pay attention to the “feel good”
factor and enjoy the success that
follows.

B Y  D E B R A  F I N E

Debra Fine is a Denver-based former
engineer, now nationally recog-
nized keynote speaker, and author
of the new book “The Fine Art of
Small Talk” (Hyperion). For addi-
tional information or to contact
Debra, view her Web site at
www.DebraFine.com .

Try something different. 
We’re St. Norbert College. And we’re worth a visit.

Catholic, liberal arts college • 4-year graduation guarantee • dedicated to service and community

Intellectually, spiritually and personally challenging, the college community of 
St. Norbert offers small class sizes, individual attention and faculty members who
make student success their number one priority.

Not only do you have more than 40 programs to choose from, but a multitude of
study abroad and internship opportunities as well.Take part in collaborative
research with our faculty as early as your first year!

Visit St. Norbert College to see for yourself why it continues to be one of the
top-ranked colleges in the nation.

The College Community of St. Norbert. A different place to call home.

Located just 4 hoursfrom South Bend,
near Green Bay, Wis.

Office of Admission

800-236-4878

www.snc.edu

GET TO KNOW US

NANCY BOTKIN, Senior English Lecturer
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY, B.A., IU SOUTH BEND, M.L.S.

CREATIVE WRITER | PUBLISHED POET | WELL-VERSED

http://www.DebraFine.com
http://www.snc.edu
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� She’s an English major studying in Rome.

� She’s a math whiz who sings in the choir.

� She’s finding her passion, balancing volunteer 
work with a business internship at a Fortune 
500 company.

� She’s changing lives as a student teacher in an 
inner-city school.

She’s more than one person or personality type, has 
more than a single goal or achievement. Saint Mary’s 
College is made up of many faces, voices, and intellects.

She is you. And you are 
Saint Mary’s.

Visit www.saintmarys.edu or call (800) 551-7621.

She’sSaint Mary’s.

College degree vs. career
Your degree does not always 

indicate your career path

SOUTH BEND — Just because
a person’s college degree might
say accounting doesn’t always
mean they have to work with
numbers for the rest of their
life. Sometimes people get a
college degree in a field they
enjoy, but once they enter the
workforce realize it is not the
profession they want to do for
the rest of their working life.

Barry Robertson has a degree
as a dietician. He had worked in
the food industry for years and
decided later in life to pursue a
degree as a registered dietician.

Once Robertson got into the
career choice, he quickly
burned out on the paperwork
and research that went into the
job. He worked for a company
that had him go out to profes-
sional environments and keep a
list of the dietary needs that
were to be met by the compa-
nies food service department.
His job consisted of lots of
paperwork and ordering of food
items which became tedious.

“I wanted out of the food
industry and just started looking
for jobs that had something to
do with organizational skills,
attention to detail, and working
with weights and measurements

... all things I learned while
working on my degree,” said
Robertson. He found a job
working with flooring. His job
involves ordering products but
working with people, a compo-
nent he did not get in his dieti-
cian job. 

Robertson learned he was
more of a people person and
decided to work in a job that
would give him the chance to
use his degree while working
with people.

Claire Coleman has a mas-
ter’s of public administration
degree and is currently working
with database management at a
local high school. 

“My educational background
enables me to see and under-
stand the overall goals of the
organization and how my work
contributes to this process,” said
Coleman of how her degree
helps her with her current job. 

For many people, going
through the college process was
a way of learning above average
work skills that they could
translate to various employment
areas. 

The percentage of college
graduates is on the rise and the
number of those people picking
career choices out of their
degree specialty could also rise.

B Y  L I S A  K O C H A N O W S K I

I N D I A N A P O L I S

MARIAN COLLEGE

www.marian.edu     800.772.7264

Sr. Jackie McCracken, OSF

Marian College Class of 1972

Teaching Indiana’s college students 

to become leaders in community 

engagement and service.

As the executive director of Indiana Campus 

Compact, Sr. Jackie McCracken is building 

a statewide resource of committed,

engaged civic leaders by developing 

a passion for service in college 

students across Indiana. Thousands 

of young people now have the skills 

and strategies necessary to create 

and sustain change.

http://www.saintmarys.edu
http://www.marian.edu
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Shortage of priests is
forcing inevitable
changes
The recent parish meetings in which Bishop John M. D’Arcy con-

sulted parishioners about the possible merger of their parishes
(reported on page 1) dramatize how important parishes are in the
lives of Catholics. The parish is the place where we are baptized,
where we receive the Lord in the Eucharist, where our sins are for-
given, where we marry and bury loved ones. The parish is the place
where we come together in God’s name to worship. The parish is
where Christian community is built. 

So, it’s natural that people are attached to their parishes, and
that sense of attachment came through clearly at the parish meet-
ings: Some people expressed anguish that the parish where they
were raised may merge into a new entity with a new name. Some
were concerned that the sense of community they have at their
parish would be lost in a merger. And many people in both parish-
es simply did not want to disrupt the comforting routine they had
established over the last half century at their parish.

It’s also natural for Catholics reading about the possible merg-
ing of these two parishes to have concerns that the same thing
eventually could happen to their own parishes, for in recent years,
eight diocesan parishes have been merged.

The fact that Catholics find such fulfillment and comfort at their
parishes indeed is gratifying. It is a sign of a healthy faith, and it is
a tribute to our dedicated priests and the lay staff who assist them.
This sense of satisfaction with one’s parish is a two-edged sword,
however, for it also makes change in one’s parish that much more
difficult to accept, no matter how inevitable that change is.

The shortage of priests is forcing inevitable changes that are
taking their toll on Catholics in parishes in most Western countries,
for the number of new priests being ordained simply is not replac-
ing the number of priests who are dying. And some parishes are
able to offer services only through the generosity of elderly priests
who often volunteer their services for years after they have retired
at age 75.

In this diocese, 18 young men are studying for the priesthood,
and two will be ordained this month. However, this number is not
large enough to replace priests no longer able to serve the diocese.

Ironically, this shrinkage in the number of priests is happening
at a time when the Catholic population is growing. In 1975, there
were just under 50 million Catholics in the United States. Today
there are 69.1 million.

Something has to give
Simply put, something has to give, and many dioceses are find-

ing that the best solution is to combine parishes under one pastor.
Certainly it’s painful for the parishioners affected, especially for
those who have a long history with a parish. Often it’s painful for
priests, too, for larger congregations mean longer hours for pastors
who usually are the only priest in a parish today.

In some rural dioceses, some priests are “circuit riders” who
travel to two or more parishes on a weekend to say Mass and con-
fer the sacraments. This routine takes its toll on a priest, however,
and it doesn’t make sense in an urban area where most people can
drive to a Catholic church in less than 15 minutes. 

Consolidation of parishes also makes sense financially, for a
combined parish usually needs fewer staff members. And, one
facility uses less energy resources than two separate parishes, espe-
cially when the church building is new and energy-efficient.

Consideration also has to be given to how to minister to the
growing number of Catholics and to the settlement of Catholics in
developing areas of a diocese. Bishop D’Arcy has indicated that
the formation of a new parish on the south side of South Bend with
an good-sized church would be a futuristic move, for it would
serve that growing area 50 years hence. 

All Catholics in the diocese should pray for Bishop D’Arcy as
he consults with the priests’ council and makes a decision about
the best plan for Sacred Heart and St. Jude parishes. We all should
pray for the parishioners involved that they might see future
changes in their parish structure or location not as a disappoint-
ment or a burden, but rather as an opportunity for enriching new
experiences, blessings and friendships. And of course, we all
should pray that more young men in our diocese will answer God’s
call to the priesthood. 

Pope Benedict XVI and the ‘old Latin
Mass’: Towards an undivided 

liturgical tradition
The following is the first of a

series of question-and-answer
articles prepared by the Office of
Worship to explain the recent
“motu proprio” document of
Pope Benedict XVI.

Much has been made in
recent months of
“Summorum

Pontificum,” the “motu proprio”
document by which Pope
Benedict XVI has allowed for
greater use of what has often
been referred to as the Tridentine
Mass — that is, the old Latin
Mass, as practiced throughout the
Roman Catholic Church after the
Council of Trent and until the
Second Vatican Council. Given
the considerable confusion and
heated polemics that have arisen
over this topic, it is my hope here
to offer a commentary on the rea-
soning behind the Holy Father’s
decision, by answering some of
the major questions that might
arise. 

Why does Pope Benedict feel the
need to “reconnect with the past”?

As a young and brilliant the-
ologian present at the Second
Vatican Council in the 1960s, and
later as a leading Vatican official,
Joseph Ratzinger had a firsthand
opportunity to witness the joys
and hopes of the council, from
the formulation of its documents
to their implementation. Now, as
Pope Benedict XVI, he has taken
a special and very important
interest in carefully correcting the
widespread misconception that
Vatican II was a complete break
or rupture from the church’s past
— a view espoused by some
overzealous persons, proponents
and detractors of the council
alike.

Benedict has spent his still-
young pontificate promoting
instead a “hermeneutic of conti-
nuity” between the pre- and post-
conciliar church. Hermeneutics
involves the lens through which
one interprets and understands a
document or teaching. 

So, embracing a “hermeneutic
of continuity” means that we are
to interpret the council’s docu-
ments as being in harmony with
the tradition of the church. This
emphasizes that sacred tradition
does not simply become irrele-
vant within a divine institution
grounded in history. This
approach is contrary to a
“hermeneutic of rupture” or dis-
continuity, which wrongly inter-
prets the council as having signif-
icantly altered the nature and

teaching of the Catholic Church.
A hermeneutic of rupture
attempts to recreate the church
solely according to the ideals of a
given age.

Why is this sense of continuity
important for the church’s liturgy?

The Holy Father has upheld
this hermeneutic of continuity in
his teaching on the church’s
sacred liturgy, which Vatican II’s
“Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy” (“Sacrosanctum
Concilium”) describes as “the
summit toward which the activity
of the church is directed” and
“the font from which all her
power flows.” 

The sacramental presence of
Christ in the church’s worship
transforms the world, while find-
ing its source in the Incarnation
itself. The Christ whom we
encounter in the sacred liturgy of
our own day is the same histori-
cal Jesus who lived in Nazareth
and died in Jerusalem, and who
will be with us until the end of
time (Mt 28:20). Our worship
must always reflect and proclaim
this fact.

The Latin title of the pope’s
“motu proprio” speaks of this
continuity in Christ. “Summorum
Pontificum” comes from the first
line of the document: “Up to our
own times, it has been the con-
stant concern of supreme pontiffs
to ensure that the Church of
Christ offers a worthy ritual to
the Divine Majesty.” 

In the “motu proprio” and his
accompanying letter, Pope
Benedict is firmly establishing
that his action is consistent with
the work of his predecessors. The
Mass with which we are widely
familiar today is from the revised
Missal of Pope Paul VI, which
was published after the council.
(The Missal is the liturgical book
from which the Order of Mass is
prayed.) In making provisions for
wider use of the 1962 missal pub-
lished by Blessed Pope John
XXIII, which was the last missal
released before the council,
Benedict is actually promoting a
hermeneutic of continuity with
respect to the council’s revisions.

Why are some saying that this is a
reversal of Vatican II? 

Unfortunately, many media
outlets and commentators have
given a largely uninformed por-
trayal of the Holy Father’s deci-
sion to allow for greater use of
the 1962 missal. It has been
described ominously as “a repeal-
ing of the Second Vatican

Council,” or as the forced return
of a stodgy and unproductive
approach to piety. But these accu-
sations are typical examples of
the hermeneutic of rupture, for
such reporting disregards the fact
that the old missal was prayed
faithfully and fruitfully for cen-
turies.

Moreover, precisely because
the Holy Father reaffirms that the
liturgical reform after the Second
Vatican Council is a natural
development and not a sponta-
neous liturgical revolution, it is
quite mistaken to understand
“Summorum Pontificum” as a
reversion to pre-conciliar times.
Pope Benedict himself assures us
that “this fear is unfounded.” His
decree is not an imposition on the
clergy and the faithful. Instead, it
grants greater freedom in
response to a growing desire to
bring the older liturgy into more
direct contact with the new.

For these reasons, Pope
Benedict has given the faithful
some helpful new terminology.
The missal of Paul VI is to be
known as the “ordinary expres-
sion” or “form” of the Mass,
while the missal of Blessed John
XXIII is the “extraordinary
expression.” Yet, in the apostolic
letter, he is adamant that they are
not separate rites, as though they
belonged to two separate mani-
festations of the Roman Catholic
Church. Rather, they should be
understood as a “twofold use of
one and the same” Roman rite —
two ways by which a united com-
munity of believers enters the one
holy sacrifice of the Mass.

Next week: Clarifying the target
audience of the document, and
focusing on what the document
means for the ordinary form

MOTU
PROPRIO

BY BRIAN W. MACMICHAEL

Brian MacMichael is the director of
the Office of Worship for the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend.
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28th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Lk 17:11-19

The first reading for this
weekend is from the Second
Book of Kings. Originally

these two books were one volume.
However, as the centuries passed,
and as editors dealt with the
Scriptures, the one volume was
divided into two books. This is the
situation that pertains today in the
editions of the Bible.

As the name implies, these two
books concentrate upon the kings
of Israel. However, always it must
be remembered, the purpose of all
the books of the Old Testament
was to teach a religious lesson.
Such was the purpose even of the
historical books of which Kings
were two.

So, the central figure in this
reading is not any of the kings, but
instead Naaman the prophet.
Naaman is the most unlikely of
prophets. He is a leper, and he is a
gentile. However, God cured him.
Furthermore, God cured him
because God wished him to be a
prophet.

Naaman recognizes his own
helplessness. He could do nothing
to free himself from the grip of
disease. God freed him, but
Naaman was freed so that he could
accomplish a task assigned him by
God.

As was the case last week, the
Second Epistle to Timothy is the
source of the second reading. 

Timothy was Paul’s convert
and disciple. Paul felt the special
obligation of reinforcing Timothy’s
Christianity and Timothy’s role as
a bishop. In this reading, Paul
reminds Timothy that their voca-
tion is to serve God by preaching
the Gospel of Christ. Meeting the
demands of this vocation comes at
no small price for Paul. He writes
that he is in chains. As history
unfolded, Paul would pay the ulti-
mate price by giving his life as a
martyr.

St. Luke’s Gospel once again
furnishes the third reading. It is a
fairly familiar story. Passing along
the border between Galilee and
Samaria, roughly the boundary in
today’s terms between Israel and
the West Bank, Jesus meets 10 lep-
ers. They implore him to cure
them. Mercifully, Jesus cures
them. They hurry away, shouting
in delight. Only one man, a
Samaritan, returns to thank the
Lord.

Today, it is not known which
disease was the malady afflicting
persons in the Bible who were
called lepers. In any case, the dis-
ease had very visible exterior
symptoms, and it was assumed to
be highly contagious.

Jewish society imposed a strict,
and even heartless, quarantine on
persons presumed to be lepers.
They were outcasts among out-
casts. In a society without a social
services net, they were very vul-
nerable.

Hebrew tradition required per-
sons cured of this illness to give
thanks to God in some public ritu-
al. Thus, Jesus expected the cured
lepers in this incident to give
thanks. Of course, nine did not
give thanks.

Jews avoided Samaritans. That
these lepers accepted a Samaritan

into their company underscored
their outcast status. His joining
them showed his outcast status.

At the time, Jews regarded
Samaritans with contempt. Yet this
Samaritan was the only one of the
10 to follow the Hebrew tradition
and thank God.

Reflection
The first and third readings

speak of cures, and of responses to
cures. The illnesses were physical.
However, not too subtly, God also
healed the souls, of Naaman in the
first reading, for the 10th leper, the
Samaritan, in the last reading.

Always, God has reached out
with healing and strength. He
heals our souls. Healing gives us
strength and insight, that is other-
wise beyond us. The problem is
that we, like the nine lepers who
walked away, forget God. We sim-
ply think too highly of ourselves.

We all are outcasts if we are
sinners. Setting ourselves outside
God’s kingdom is our choice. We
always may come back to God. It
may require fortitude, but God will
provide if we humbly ask for it.

Extreme makeover: newspaper’s
survival depends on its revival 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
recent change at the helm of the
Vatican newspaper marks an effort
to revive a publication that has
gone from glory days to malaise.

Founded 146 years ago, the
daily L’Osservatore Romano once
had a circulation of more than
60,000 and was considered a rich
source of ecclesial news and criti-
cal commentary.

Today, the paper sells only a
few thousand copies — on a good
day. With few advertisements and
more than 100 employees, it loses
about $6 million a year.

In early October, Pope Benedict
named Giovanni Maria Vian, a 55-
year-old church historian and com-
mentator, to replace Mario Agnes,
76, as the newspaper’s director. A
new vice director also was named,
adding to the expectation that
L’Osservatore will get a serious
makeover.

The newspaper functions in
part as an official organ of infor-
mation, publishing every word the
pope says or writes, often under
eight-column banner headlines like
the recent: “Communion Favors

Missionary Dynamism.”
The photo below the headline

showed the pope addressing five
bishops in a dimly lit room.

Some 46 years ago, Cardinal
Giovanni Battista Montini — who
later became Pope Paul VI —
lamented that L’Osservatore’s grey
pages and drab content were
unlikely to grab the attention of an
average newspaper reader.

He pointed out that there was
no coverage of theater, sports,
finance, fashion or criminal trials,
and no comics or puzzles. Even
the news stories, he said, were so
sanitized that they seemed
designed to shelter the reader from
any distress or thrill and instead
“train him in serenity and good
mental hygiene.”

Cardinal Montini’s remarkably
candid article, recently resurrected
in the Web log, or blog, of Italian
reporter Sandro Magister, was
printed in L’Osservatore on its
100th anniversary in 1961. It was
a rare act of self-criticism.

The daily newspaper hasn’t
changed much since those days,
except for losing more circulation.

It is published in Italian (except
for original-language versions of
papal speeches and documents)
and its pages are overloaded with
Italian news.

Although a recent full-page ad
showed Pope Benedict reading the
newspaper, he would no doubt
learn more about world events by
reading the daily press summary
prepared by the Secretariat of
State.

The newspaper’s new director,
who takes office at the end of
October, doesn’t want to talk about
his plans yet. But many expect
him to revamp L’Osservatore,
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Healing gives us strength and insight

THE 
SUNDAY
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

THE CATEQUIZ’EM 
By Dominic Camplisson

In October we remember St.Theresa of the Child Jesus.
This quiz looks at children.

1. In the Old Testament there is a welcoming attitude towards children, but as 1

Samuel 1 suggests, these types are favored:

a.twins                                b.males                            c. females

2.This child always belonged to God and so had to be “redeemed”

a.the firstborn
b.the youngest
c.Wednesdays’child

3. 1 Samuel 1 also shows that some children were dedicated from birth for a special

service. In Samuel’s case he was destined, as a sign of this, to never 

a.bathe
b.talk
c.cut his hair or drink alcohol

4. In Old Testament times most education was 

a.by the parents in the home
b. in schools set up by Rabbis
c.considered a waste of time so avoided

5. Proverbs 22 suggests that this was quite accepted amongst the Old Testament Jews

for children:

a.slander
b.corporal punishment
c.robbery

6. Children were required to honor their parents. By what?

a.by the code of Hammurabi
b.by their parents
c.by the commandments

7.Tremendous affection for children is shown even by King David.What did he do as

evidence of this?

a.He fasted to save a widow’s child.
b.He played on a drum
c.He skated around Jericho.

8. More dramatically, Elijah took this action when the child of a widow died:

a.He swam the Jordan with an anvil on his back.
b.He brought the child back to life.
c.He threw the child under the chariots of fire.

9.The Song of the Three Children is found in the Book of 

a.Ahab
b.Walter
c.Daniel

10.Who said, in Matthew 18, the faithful must be like children?

a.Peter
b.Jesus
c.Judas

11. Matthew 9:23 recounts that Jesus did this for a dead girl:

a.wept
b.brought her back to life
c.provided a dress for her to be buried ion

12. Jesus, as a young child, was “swaddled”.What was this?

a. It was a ritual in which the child’s head was shaved.
b. It simply meant he was wrapped in tight cloth.
c. It meant he was offered at the temple as a human dove.

13. In 1 John, who are addressed as children?

a.the faithful
b.anyone under 32
c.those Christians who behaved childishly

14. Childermas was an ancient name for this feast:

a.the feast of the Holy Innocents murdered by Herod
b.the feast of the first born son
c.the childish Priest Fest

15.The Children’s Crusade ended in 

a.Yugoslavia
b.a fiasco and a debacle in Genoa
c.victory over the Turkish children fighting for Suleiman the Baby

ANSWERS:
1.b,2.a,3.c,4.a,5.b,6.c,7.a,8.b,9.c,10.b,11.b,12.b,13.a,14.a,15.b

THE 
VATICAN 
LETTER
JOHN THAVIS

READINGS
Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17 Ps 98:1-4 2
Tm 2:8-13 Lk 17:11-19
Monday: Rom 1:1-7 Ps 98:1-4 Lk
11:29-32
Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25 Ps 19:2-5
Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11 Ps 62:2-3,
6-7,9 Lk 11:42-46
Thursday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b Ps
145:10-13ab, 17-18 Lk 10:1-9
Friday: Rom 4:1-8 Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11
Lk 12:1-7
Saturday: Rom 4:13,16-18 Ps 105:6-
9,42-43 Lk 12:8-12



Are Catholics obligated to recognize all
persons papally appointed to saint-
hood? The basis for this question is
John Paul elevated José Maria Escriva
de Balaguer to sainthood several years
ago. His reputation was based on his
founding the Opus Dei organization in
Madrid, Spain, in October 1928.While I
was a member of the Aquinas
Institute, a Catholic student religious
body (church) of Princeton University,
Princeton, N.J., it was my experience to
conclude that Opus Dei was an
extremely controversial organization.
The anti-group judged it to be political
rather than religious. J. Garver,Tucson,
Ariz.

Indeed, all Catholics must rec-
ognize canonized saints in the
Catholic Church because the act
of canonization is seen by us to
be an act of infallible papal mag-
isterium. In other words, we
believe as Catholics that when
the pope intends to speak infalli-
bly on matters of faith or morals
that the Holy Spirit protects him
from any and all error. In the case
of canonizing a saint, the Holy
Father is claiming to do just that.
Therefore, we believe that every
act of canonization is the pope
declaring, without the possibility
of error, that the canonized per-

son is in heaven and is worthy of
veneration by the entire church.

Concerning Opus Dei, they are
a fully legitimate organization in
the church sanctioned within the
structures of canon law. Their
mission, following the example
and charism of their founder, St.
José Maria, is to bring the Gospel
more fully into the world, espe-
cially into the workplace, the
marketplace, the political area,
etc. It is composed mostly of lay
people who wish to strive for
holiness of life and the taking up
of this mission. As with any
organization even within the
church, there is always the possi-
bility of excess and lack of holi-
ness of some of its members.
However, the worth of the entire
organization should not be judged
by the deficiencies of a few.

What is the “word,” in “O Lord I am not
worthy to receive you, but only say the
word and I shall be healed?”
Anonymous

The “word” here is simply
Jesus’ spoken word. This saying
comes from the Gospel story
(Matthew 8:5-13) in which the
Roman soldier comes to Jesus
asking that Jesus heal his sick
slave. Jesus responds by saying
that he will go to the soldier’s

house and cure the servant. The
soldier then says to Jesus in
humility and faith that he is not
worthy to have Jesus come under
his roof and if Jesus only says the
word, he knows that his servant
will be healed. Then Jesus says
the word, “Let it be done for
you,” and the servant is healed.

Certainly, Jesus could have
healed the servant without saying
anything, but he chooses to use
human language to manifest his
almighty power. This is the logic
of the Incarnation, that God takes
on human flesh. In other words,
God uses the visible (the material
world) to manifest to us the invis-
ible (himself).

This saying now has been
incorporated into the Mass. We
say it before receiving holy
Communion as an act of faith and
humility in God’s power to heal
us through the Eucharist, espe-
cially from sin.

If a woman has a miscarriage, where
does that soul go? Anonymous

This is a question that still
does not have a definitive answer
from the church. On the one
hand, the church has always
taught definitively that baptism is
necessary for salvation. On the
other hand, babies who die with-
out baptism are completely inno-
cent, and it would be our every
hope that an all-loving and all-
merciful God would bring them
to heaven. After all, God is not
bound by the sacraments. He can
act freely to save even apart from
the sacraments, although the
sacraments are the normative way
in which he wishes to give us
grace. As the Catechism of the
Catholic Church states, “God has
bound salvation to the sacrament
of baptism, but he himself is not
bound by his sacraments”
(#1257). 

With all this being said, we
can entrust, without despair or
fear, the souls of little ones who
have died without baptism into
the hands of our merciful Lord.

Again, as the catechism puts it,
“As regards to children who have
died without baptism, the church
can only entrust them to the
mercy of God, as she does in her
funeral rites for them. Indeed, the
great mercy of God who desires
that all men should be saved, and
Jesus’ tenderness toward children
which caused him to say: ‘Let the
children come to me, do not hin-
der them,’ allow us to hope that
there is a way of salvation for
children who have died without
baptism.” (#1261)

THAT’S 
A GOOD
QUESTION

Act of canonization seen by us as act of infallible papal magisterium

SCRIPTURE SEARCH
By Patricia Kasten

Gospel for October 14, 2007
Luke 17:11-19

Following is a word search based on the Gospel reading
for the 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C: the

healing of ten lepers by Jesus.  The words can be found
in all directions in the puzzle.

JERUSALEM THROUGH TEN LEPERS
DISTANCE SAYING JESUS
MASTER HE SAID PRIESTS

ONE OF THEM HEALED GOD
LOUD FEET THANKED HIM

SAMARITAN THE OTHER NINE
NONE FOREIGNER YOUR FAITH

TEN HEALED

K W J E R U S A L E M X

G L D H E A L E D E S H

O F M I H D E K N A H T

D U O L T H J O M T O I

I G H R O J N A A H W A

S S T S E I R P S R G F

T U E E H I E G T O N R

A S E F T N G J E U I U

N E F A I A A N R G Y O

C J N N D I A S E H A Y

E F T E N L E P E R S J

O N E O F T H E M O J O
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Mass behavior

The dilemma of getting little
ones to behave at Mass cer-
tainly must be a universal

Catholic concern. From the time I
brought my firstborn home (com-
ing up on 20 years this November.
Yikes!) until just this morning at a
daily Mass, I have been worried
about how the kids behave during
this most holy of prayers.

Over the years I have talked to
many older moms with well-
behaved children about their
“Mass strategy.” I lay in bed at
night thinking of my own. Some
ideas worked great. Some didn’t.
I’m offering what I think are the
best ones here. 

• Dress up for the occasion.
When we dress up for Mass (or
dress our children up for Mass) we
are telling them non verbally that
where we are going is special. We
are going to see our Lord and king.
It is a grand occasion. That being
said, clothes should not be showy
or lead us to pride. The clothes
ought to command the respect we
owe our God, while still being
modest and unpretentious. 

In our family the girls almost
always wear dresses to Mass,
except perhaps during the middle
of the winter when there is heavy
snow and bitter cold, or in the
event mom did not get the ironing
done. (You can safely assume this
if you run into us in casual clothes
on a balmy fall day.)

• Don’t bring food, tiny toys or
other distracting items. Most likely
these items won’t be used for the
intended purpose of occupying
tiny hands, anyway. They are
much more likely to be used as
projectile objects. The only excep-
tions might be Mass books and
take-along-saint photo album (put
holy cards in a mini photo album). 

Bring the kids well-fed and

well-rested (We usually try to
avoid Saturday evening Masses for
just this reason) and try to steer
clear of anyone already in the pew
with items that will entice your lit-
tle ones. You don’t want to set the
kids up for failure by placing them
smack in front of four superhero
figures they don’t have. 

• Talk ahead of time what will
be going on. Give your kids cues
to watch for. “Father will be walk-
ing up the aisle flanked by altar
servers.” Explain what flanked
means. “Look! Father is wearing
red! Today is the feast of a mar-
tyr!” or “See the pretty altar deco-
rated in white? White is the color
of joy!” 

• Teach your children words
like lector, homily and consecra-
tion. Teach them that keeping con-
versation to a minimum during
Mass is always desired, but that
it’s absolutely essential when Jesus
comes down from heaven during
consecration. If you belong to a
parish that rings bells at consecra-
tion, take full advantage of that. A
little whisper to your child at the
appropriate time, “He’s coming!
Listen for the bells! He’s coming!”
is enough to build up anticipation
and promote reverence. 

• Talk ahead of time about
expected behavior. (“Do we lay on
the floor? Noooo.” “Do we kick
the pew? Nooooo.” Do we fold
our hands? Yesss.”) Be calm and
peaceful yourself and invite the
tiniest of your children to your lap.
Who says snuggle time can’t occur

in between the first and second
reading? Stroke your child’s hair
and rock him discreetly. Hum a
religious tune softly. We want
them to feel the peace of Christ
too. 

• Practice really does make per-
fect. Attending Mass more fre-
quently than Sunday helps gets
behavior on track (not to mention
is a great idea anyway). The daily
Masses are shorter. Kids can see
what’s going on easier, and you
get graces the more you go. 

• Finally, don’t beat yourself up
mentally if a meltdown occurs.
Just take Junior out, take a deep
breath and move on. Nothing is
more distracting to fellow Mass-
goers than an angry mother firmly
pulling her child into the vestibule
or a father snarling at his child. 

As the kids get older there
might be times of rebellion — teen
years come to mind — when your
child doesn’t sing as you would
wish, forgets to genuflect or jumps
out of the van in the church park-
ing lot wearing khaki cargo shorts
and flip flops (Sigh!). Keep on
them and keep modeling the right
behavior. Peace. Patience.
Perseverance. As I can see from
the “successful” parents around
me, it’s bound to sink in.

EVERYDAY CATHOLIC
THERESA A. THOMAS

Theresa Thomas, parishioner of St.
Matthew Cathedral Parish in
South Bend, is the mother of
nine children and wife of David.
Visit her Web site at www.there-
sathomas.typepad.com. 

shifting the focus from Italian to
international events, making the
paper more colorful and user
friendly, and launching an expand-
ed Web site.

The idea is to make better use

of L’Osservatore’s position at the
center of the universal church and
its potentially rich network of
sources.

Naturally, L’Osservatore
Romano is not trying to remake
itself as a typical Italian daily. The
new management team knows the
newspaper always will be an
instrument of formation as well as
information — but only if people
read it.

LETTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Today’s Catholic welcomes ques-
tions from readers. E-mail your
questions to editor@fw.diocese-
fwsb.org or mail them to Today’s
Catholic, That’s A Good
Question, P.O. Box 11169, Fort
Wayne, IN 46856. 

Father Mark Gurtner, pastor of Our
Lady of Good Hope Parish, Fort
Wayne, answered this week’s ques-
tions.
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Meet the Priest

Father William Hodde
Ordained May 22, 1952

Retired, Fort Wayne

What was the primary influence on
your decision to become a priest?

The examples of good priests
like Father Tom Durkin, Father
Mike Vichuras and others.

What is the most rewarding part of
being a priest?

Hearing confessions, especial-
ly of people who have been away
for a long time or whose lives are
so edifying.

What interests or hobbies do you have?

Reading history, mysteries and
westerns, visiting historic sites,
serving as a docent at the Lincoln
Museum.

Do you have a pet?

No.

What’s your favorite reading material?

David Donaldson, Allen
Guelzo, Doris Kearns Goodwin,
Carl Sandburg (all of them were
biographers of Lincoln, his life,
character, personality, religion),
George Weigel, his articles in
Today’s Catholic and his book,
“The Courage to be Catholic,”
Magnificat magazine and others.

What is the best part of being Catholic?

Trying to be close to Jesus and
being more like him, the promise
of heaven.

What is your favorite prayer?

The Memorare

What is your favorite Scripture pas-
sage?

Isaiah 49:13-16

Who is your favorite pope?

Pope Gregory I — “the
Great,” a Benedictine monk who
longed for a quiet life but didn’t
get it — and Pius XII — a great
pope, much maligned, very
unjustly, savior of many Jews in
World War II.

What is your favorite food?

Anything sweet, which I
shouldn’t have.

What is something interesting about
yourself that most people might not
know?

I have a temper. I like
Manhattans, which I shouldn’t.

How do you prefer to be addressed?

Father Hodde of Father Bill

Capernaum inhabitants were fishermen, farmers, traders
What was the house of St. Peter like in
the village of Capernaum?

Although St. Peter was born in
the town of Bethsaida on the Sea
of Galilee, he was living in the
town of Capernaum, also on the
same lake. Capernaum is called
Kefar Nahum in Hebrew and Tell
Num in Arabic. The city lies on
the north shore of the Sea of
Galilee west of the Jordan River
and two miles short of the mouth
of the river as it enters the lake.
H. Vos says Capernaum stretched
500 yards along the Sea of
Galilee and 250 yards from the
shore to the hills.

At Capernaum they have exca-
vated private houses in a residen-
tial area. J. Finegan says the
houses are arranged around court-
yards in which were ovens and
grinding stones. The walls are of
basalt stones mostly held together
with mud and pebbles. The hous-
es were probably of only one
story with stairways leading to
flat roofs.

G. Freeman adds that
Capernaum had no organized
water supply or sanitary facilities,
except the lake. Besides the cen-
turion with his soldiers and St.
Matthew at his customs post, the
inhabitants made their living by
fishing, farming and trade. There
was no industry.

Of special interest is what is

called the house of St. Peter. Here
Jesus stayed many times and
cured Peter’s mother-in-law. A.
Knopf, however, feels that Jesus
lived in the house of Peter while
Peter was lodged by his in-laws
at Bethsaida. Over the house of
Peter an octagonal church was
eventually built. 

Father J. Murphy-O’Connor
says Peter’s house seems poor.
The drystone basalt walls would
have supported only a light roof
of dried mud and straw. This
reminds us of the paralytic let
down through the roof to be
cured by Jesus. 

One room in the house, how-
ever, has plastered walls. This
room was probably put to public
use, because of the graffiti
scratched in the plaster walls.
Some of the writings mention
Jesus as Lord and Christ, Peter,
fish (the symbol of a Christian),
and Berenice, the woman who
suffered from a hemorrhage for
12 years and was cured by Jesus
at Capernaum. 

J. Finegan says the graffiti
include 124 fragments in Greek,
18 in Syriac, 15 in Hebrew and
one in Latin, showing pilgrims
from many linguistic back-
grounds. These graffiti suggest
the house of Peter was a meeting
place for the Jewish Christians at
Capernaum. Possibly relatives of
Peter remained in Capernaum and

transformed Peter’s house in this
way.

By the 4th century, this room
was the centerpiece of a complex
with entrances on the north and
the south. The room was given a
more solid roof, that necessitated
the construction of a central arch.
The space was extended by
adding other rooms on the two
sides. 

This was the house-church
seen by the pilgrim Egeria in
A.D. 381. She said “the house of
the prince of the apostles has
been made into a church with its
original walls still standing. Here
the Lord cured the paralytic.”
Later in A.D. 571, a pilgrim from
Piacenza said the house of Peter
is now a basilica. The architect
may have been Count Joseph of
Tiberias, a town on the Sea of
Galilee, who was a converted
Jew. This Joseph had obtained
permission from the Roman
emperor Constantine to erect

churches in Capernaum and the
other towns of Galilee.

In the middle of the 5th centu-
ry, says J. Murphy-O’Connor, all
the buildings connected with the
house of Peter were leveled so
they could erect an octagonal
church. The central octagon
enshrined the venerated room and
they put in a mosaic floor. The
peacock centerpiece was sur-
rounded by a geometric design
with a lotus-flower border identi-
cal with that of the Church of the
Loaves and Fishes, also on the
Sea of Galilee at Tabgha, that
commemorates the multiplication
of the loaves and fishes. Since the
peacock raises its fan-shaped tail
displaying many colors, this bird
was a symbol of the resurrection
and immortality for the early
church. 

J. Finegan says thousands of
plaster fragments were also found
with flowers, fruits like pome-
granates, and floral crosses that
probably symbolize paradise, as
we see in the grotto of Cono at
Nazareth. There is a cross-mark
enclosed in a square that can sug-
gest the four quarters of the
world and the universal efficacy
of the cross. There is a small boat
with oars and a flying sail, like
the boats at Nazareth. The sail is
a symbol of the cross, for you
need the sail to cross the sea safe-
ly. Besides Christian symbols,

two fish hooks were found in the
flooring of the house of Peter,
confirming the life of fishermen
here.

Eventually an apse with a bap-
tistery was added to the structure.
This octagonal church was proba-
bly built by gentile Christians
who now largely succeeded the
Jewish Christians who had wor-
shiped in the house-church. This
octagonal church is the oldest
found in the Holy Land. This
church then ceased to be used by
A.D. 638. 

G. Freeman adds that the
church may have been destroyed
in the Persian (Iranian) invasion
of A.D. 614. An earthquake did
further damage in A.D. 746. New
Greek excavations show inhabi-
tants at Capernaum in the 10th
century and that it enjoyed some
wealth. The Russian Abbot
Daniel visited Capernaum in
1106, and said it had been a great
city with many people, but now it
is deserted. It is from this city
that the Antichrist will come, and
that is why the Crusaders have
abandoned Capernaum.

By the 13th century, the pil-
grim Buchardus says there were
only the houses or hovels of
seven poor fishermen in
Capernaum, a sad sight to behold
for a once-renowned town.

FATHER RICHARD HIRE

HIRE
HISTORY

Christ is as fully present in the
closed tabernacle as he is in the
monstrance during exposition

Let’s look at a new phenome-
non you may know very lit-
tle about. It is the remark-

able rise of eucharistic adoration in
Catholic parishes and institutions
in every part of the world. Why is
it happening? And what is it?

“The Catholic Church,” says
the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, “offers to the ... Eucharist
... adoration, not only during Mass,
but also outside of it, reserving the
consecrated host ... exposing them
to the solemn veneration of the
faithful, and carrying them in pro-
cession.” CCC, no. 1378.

But why do we do this? “In the
... Eucharist, the body and blood,
... soul and divinity, of our Lord
Jesus Christ and, therefore, the
whole Christ is truly, really and
substantially contained. This pres-
ence is called real, by which is not
intended to exclude the other types
of presence ... but because it is
presence in the fullest sense ... it is
substantial presence by which
Christ, God and man, makes him-
self wholly and entirely present.”
CCC, no. 1374.

This conversion of the bread
and wine into the body and blood
of Christ, promised in the sixth
chapter of John’s Gospel and ful-
filled at the Last Supper, is called
Transubstantiation. “Substance,” as
Cardinal Avery Dulles put it,
“denotes the basic reality of the
thing, i.e., what it is in itself.” A
change in appearance does not
affect the substance of the thing. 

You are in the real presence of
Christ every time you step into a

Catholic Church with the lighted
lamp or candle indicating that the
Blessed Sacrament is in the taber-
nacle. At any such time one can be
with Christ in adoration. The term,
eucharistic adoration, however, is
usually applied to the exposition of
the sacrament to view. Christ is as
fully present in the closed taberna-
cle as he is in the monstrance dur-
ing exposition. It is conducive to
devotion for us to be able also to
look upon him in the host in which
“the whole Christ is truly, really
and substantially contained.”

“The central problem of the
church today,” wrote Professor
Peter Kreeft of Boston College, “is
that most of the generation now
becoming adults ... are not merely
unaware of right doctrine ... but of
Christ himself, his real presence.
Nothing less than Christ could
have Christianized the world, noth-
ing less than Christlessness has de-
Christianized it, and nothing less
than Christ can re-Christianize it.”
Crisis, March 1988.

When John Paul II instituted
eucharistic adoration at St. Peter’s
Basilica in 1981, he said, “The
best ... way of establishing ever-
lasting peace on the face of the
earth is through ... perpetual adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament.” 

Why is this so? “Above all,”
said Benedict XVI, “the Eucharist
is the great school of love. When
we participate regularly and with
devotion in holy Mass, when we
spend a sustained time of adora-
tion in the presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist, it is easier to understand
the length, breadth, height and
depth of his love that goes beyond
all knowledge (cf. Eph. 3:17-18).” 

In his message in 2005 for the
National Day of Young Catholics
of the Netherlands, Benedict XVI
exhorted them to “Go to the
encounter with him in the blessed
Eucharist, go to adore him in the
churches, kneeling before the tab-
ernacle: Jesus will fill you with his
love and will reveal to you the
thoughts of his heart. If you listen
to him, you will feel ever more
deeply the joy of belonging to his
mystical body, the church, which
is the family of his disciples held
close by the bond of unity and
love.”

Benedict XVI has insisted on
this point: “Eucharistic adoration is
an essential way of being with the
Lord. ... In the sacred Host, he is
present, the true treasure, always
waiting for us. Only by adoring in
this presence do we learn how to
receive him properly ...  Let us
love being with the Lord! There
we can speak with him about
everything. We can offer him our
petitions, our concerns, our trou-
bles, our joys. Our gratitude, our
disappointments, our needs and
our aspirations.” 

RIGHT 
OR WRONG?
BY CHARLES E. RICE
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Sports
SPORTS STARS CAN BE ROLE MODELS FOR YOUTHS, POPE SAYS Pope Benedict XVI said sports stars can be mod-

els for young people, but only if they remember that winning isn’t everything. The pope said that

when practiced with the right spirit sports can help promote human development and lead to the

discovery of individual capabilities and talents. Human dignity should always be respected in these

sporting activities, he said. Sports figures remain models for youths and therefore should exhibit the

virtues that are associated with athletic contests: determination, a spirit of sacrifice, and inner and

outer discipline, as well as respect for opponents and an awareness of one’s own limits. — John Thavis

CYO Eagles end regular season
action with perfect 7-0 record

FORT WAYNE — Rolling over
their opponents one by one, the
St. John Fort Wayne/Benoit/St.
Joseph Hessen Cassel Eagles fin-
ished 2007 regular season play
with a perfect 7-0 record by
defeating the St. Vincent Panthers
22-20.

In a hard-fought overtime bat-
tle, the Eagles soared to another
victory — their 40th straight. On
the line for these two unbeaten
teams was the regular season
Catholic Youth League (CYO)
title. Fueled by their triple threat
offense (J.J. Curry, James
Knapke, Devon Causey) and
hard-nosed defense, the Eagles
hung on one more time against
the mighty Panthers.

The two CYO powerhouses
gave fans yet another game to
remember, keeping them on the
edge of their seats all four quar-
ters.

Both teams came into the
match-up, virtually untouched,
untested and undefeated by their
competition. The first quarter
proved the big play capabilities
of these two forces. The Panthers
drew first blood scoring on the
opening kickoff by the Panthers’
“main man” Evan Feichter on a
dazzling 45-yard run. The kick
failed. The Eagles answered back
taking the ball from midfield and
punching it in to the goal line on
a 1-yard keeper by Knapke. Brian
Nichter hit the PAT putting the
Eagles up 8-6.

But not for long, St. Vincent’s
Feichter, threw a 35-yard pass to
Josh Blevins who hauled it to the
4-yard line. Feichter took care of
things from there and put up
another six. The kick was good.
St. Vincent once again took the
lead. With under a minute left in
the half, Knapke hooked up with
J.J. Curry for a 50-yard pass
reception, which knotted things
up at 14-14.

Near record-breaking heat and
penalties both ways may have
made an impact in the second
half of play. Both teams threat-
ened, however, neither team
found their way into the end zone
answering defensive stands with
defensive stands.

At the end of regulation the
scoreboard remained gridlock at
14-14. This created an overtime
situation in which each team got
four plays from the 10-yard line
with the Eagles attempting to
score first. On their second play,
the explosive Curry scored on a
5-yard run. Focusing on the
uprights, Nichter kicked another

through for the Eagles.
The Panthers were successful

in overtime putting the ball into
the hands of Feichter who scored
on a 1-yard off tackle play.
However, the tying PAT was
missed.

“Our kids played a great game
and so did St. John’s,” said St.
Vincent Coach Andy Lebamoff.
Lebamoff was pleased with his
unit’s defensive effort. “They
played great the whole game and
especially tough the second half.”

Eagles Coach Jim Carroll said,
“We’re very proud of our team’s
efforts, toughness and execution
to get through a very hard-fought
battle like today. They’re a super
bunch.”

In other action, St. John New
Haven improved their record to
4-3 with a win over Queen of
Angels/Precious Blood. Colin
Stuerzenberger scored twice for
the Raiders while Keenan Schon
had a touchdown for the Royal
Reds.

St. Charles outscored St. Jude
32-0. Zach Crabtree chalked up
two for the Cardinals on rushing
touchdowns and Austin Whisler
added a 70-yard run. Casey
Cooney found Michael Sordelet
for a 15-yard touchdown pass
and all four point-afters were
kicked by Bobby Jauch. The
Cardinals finished 5-2 for the
season and will be the third place
seed in the tournament. 

Holy Cross also won downing
Sts. JAT, 40-8, at Bishop D’Arcy
Stadium in the final regular sea-

son game for 2007. Plagued by
injuries the final half of the sea-
son, JAT fell to 2-5 overall.
Logan Dorman had over 120
yards rushing for the Knights and
scored their lone touchdown.

In the first round of CYO
tournament play to be held at
Bishop Dwenger Sunday, Oct.
14, third place will play sixth
place at 12:30 p.m. Next up, first
place will face eighth place. At
3:30 p.m. second place will
match up with seventh place and
finally, fourth and fifth place will
battle to advance.

Final 2007 regular season
statistics

1. St. John Fort Wayne 7-0
2. St. Vincent 6-1
3. St. Charles 5-2
4. St. John, New Haven 4-3
5. Holy Cross 3-4
6. Sts. JAT 2-5
7. PB/Q of A 1-6
8. St. Jude 0-7

Volleyball scores
St. Rose/Louis over St.

Therese 25-18, 25-22 (eighth
grade)

St. Joe/St. Elizabeth over St.
Therese 13-25, 25-19, 24-25
(seventh grade)

St. Therese over St. John, Fort
Wayne, 25-21, 17-25, 25-22 (sev-
enth grade)

B Y  M I C H E L L E  C A S T L E M A N

FALL
SHARATHON
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Catholic Radio 
AM 1450

Listen on the web @ redeemerradio.com
To contact us or to provide financial support: redeemerradio.com

or Redeemer Radio, PO Box 5636, Fort Wayne, IN 46895
260-436-9598

Panthers rise to top in
ICCL varsity

Parish Mission
October 14-18

7:00 pm each evening

Redemptorist priest Father Robert Halter 
will present five evenings of prayer based 

on the diocesan Jubilee Year theme, 
“Behold the Face of Christ, 

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever”

TOPICS

Sunday: BIBLE     Monday: CRUCIFIX

Tuesday: EASTER CANDLE

Wednesday: BREAD     Thursday: ALTAR

For more information, visit the parish Web site at

www.saintaloysiuscatholicchurch.org

St. Aloysius is located south of Interstate 469, 

exit 6, on State Road 1, Yoder

SOUTH BEND — The St.
Anthony/St. Joe Panthers football
team upheld their unbeaten record
and rose to the top of the varsity
division, while the Holy Cross
Crusaders took the top spot in the
junior varsity division of the Inter-
City Catholic League (ICCL).

Robert Mischler scored on runs
of 1,10, and 16 yards to lead the
Panthers to victory over the previ-
ously unbeaten Mishawaka
Catholic. Mischler’s individual
performance was the standout of
the day, although the two teams
waged a tight defensive battle in
the second half.

The Holy Cross/Christ the King
Crusaders marshalled a vise-like
defensive game to defeat the St.
Matthew Blazers, 20-0, with Matt
Kletka’s 45-yard interception
return launching the Crusaders’
offensive early in the first period.
Mike Swift threw for a score to
Sam Presnal, and David Arsenault
also scored in the win. Jason
Mullagan kicked an extra point.

In the junior varsity division,
Mishawaka Catholic whipped
Holy Family, 14-0, as Jack

Ravotto racked up two touchdown
runs of 25 and 26 yards. Michael
Rice and Jackson Powell added
conversions.

The St. Matthew Blazers staged
a romp with a 32-0 victory over
the Corpus Christi Cougars.

The Holy Cross/Christ the King
Crusaders beat the St. Anthony/St.
Joe Panthers, 20-6. Anthony
Murphy scored a 20-yard run.
Quinn Imus scored on a 1-yard
run. Pierre Byrne scored on a 4-
yard run to lead the Crusaders. 

Boys varsity football standings
St. Anthony /
St. Joe Panthers 4 0
Mishawaka Catholic Saints 3 1
Holy Cross/
Christ the King Crusaders 2 2
St. Matthew Blazers 1 3
Holy Family Trojans 0 4
Corpus Christi Cougars 0 0

Junior Varsity
Holy Cross/Christ the King
Crusaders 4 0
St. Anthony /St. Joe Panthers3 1
St. Matthew Blazers 3 2
Mishawaka Catholic Saints 2 2
Holy Family Trojans 2 3
Granger Catholic Titans 1 3
Corpus Christi Cougers 0 4

B Y  E L M E R  J .  D A N C H

http://www.saintaloysiuscatholicchurch.org
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ICCL soccer teams poised for tournament
SOUTH BEND — Last weekend
saw two days of soccer action —
one a make-up game day — as
Inter-City Catholic League
(ICCL) soccer is poised for tour-
nament play, which begins Oct.
13-14.

Boy’s varsity games played
Saturday, Oct. 6, St. Jude downed
Corpus Christi, 6-2. Goals scored
for St. Jude were by Mark
Downs, Michael Henry and
Jeremy Downs, each with dou-
bles. For Corpus Christi, Brandon
Turk scored two goals.

St. Matthew beat St. Joseph,
South Bend, 7, 8-1. St. Matthew
won a well-played game by both
teams. Two goals were converted
on corner kicks, while St. Joe had
opportunities with credit owed to
some fine passing.

St. Joseph (South Bend) 8
defeated Mishawaka Catholic, 9-
1. For St. Joe, three goals were
scored by Nick Hall, and two
goals were scored by Thomas J.
Labuzienski. Scoring one goal
each was Alex Scholtes, Tommy

Byszewski, Paul Hickner and Jon
Carter. David Giloth scored a PK
for Mishawaka.

In games played Oct. 7, St.
Jude defeated Mishawaka
Catholic, 8-2. Goals for St. Jude
included three each by Mark
Downs and Jeremy Downs and
one by Michael Burzynski and
Michael Amor. For Mishawaka
Catholic, Ryan Mathis scored two
goals.

St. Joseph, South Bend, 8 and
St. Thomas, Elkhart, played in a
game that tallied a double goose
egg, 0-0, and St. Matthew defeat-
ed Christ the King, 6-0

In boy’s B-team action played
Oct. 6, St. Joseph, South Bend,
defeated St. Jude, 11-0. Michael
Farkas, Nick Matt and Liam
Maher all had double score goals,
while Tommy Clark, Dominic
Trzaskowski, Jack Julien, Tom
Eleff and Giancarlo Carozza each
added singles.

Mishawaka Catholic defeated
St. Thomas, 3-1, in a well-played
game by both teams. Mishawaka

Catholic came from behind to the
get victory over St. Thomas.
Goals for Saints were scored by
Michael Bogel with two and
Johnny Herman with one. Connor
Bilancio had an assist.

In boy’s B-team action played
Oct. 7, Christ the King, 6, defeat-
ed St. Thomas, 7-3. Cole
Nowicki had four goals with
teammates Jacob Klaybor and
Joey Savastano each adding sin-
gle goals.

St. Joseph, South Bend, beat
St. Jude, 9-0, with Caleb Geissler
scoring three goals, David Behr
with two goals and Matthew
Brewster, Nick Matt, Gavin
Regnery and Tommy Clark each
adding single goals.

In girl’s varsity games played Oct.
6, St. Joseph, South Bend, defeat-
ed Mishawaka Catholic, 2-0, and
Christ the King defeated Corpus
Christi, 8-2.

St. Anthony beat St. Matthew,
6-5, in a back-and-forth game
that was won in last minute with
a goal by Alexandra Schulte. Kit

Foster scored four goals for St.
Anthony.

In girl’s varsity games played
Oct. 7, Corpus Christi beat St.
Matthew, 2-0, with goals from
Kate Vasile and Jessica Kambol. 

In other games, Christ the
King beat Mishawaka Catholic,
6-0; St. Joseph, South Bend, won
over St. Anthony, 4-1; and Holy
Family defeated Holy Cross, 5-1.

In girls B-team action on Oct. 6,
St. Jude and St. Joseph,
Mishawaka/Queen of Peace tied
at 2-2.

Also Christ the King 6 and
Holy Family tied 4-4 in their
game. Gabriella Loebach and
Beth Solkey scored two goals
each for Christ the King. Holy
Family played a great defensive
game.

St. Anthony won over St.
Thomas, 3-0.

Christ the King 6 defeated St.
Joseph, South Bend, Blue, 8-5.
Christ the King was led by
Amanda Hasting’s four goals.
Beth Solkey added three goals

and Emily Han one for the vic-
tors.

Corpus Christi beat Holy
Cross, 7-0, with Lillie Renbarger
and Sara Bogol scoring two goals
each, and Emily Lindzy, Sam
Kambol and Brianna Spaniolo
each scoring one goal.

St. Bavo outscored Christ the
King 5, 4-1.

In action on Oct. 7, St. Bavo
beat St. Thomas, 7-2; St. Joseph,
Mishawaka/Queen of Peace
defeated Holy Family, 2-1, with
goals by Tagin Schultheis and
Kelly Welsh.

St. Jude beat St. Matthew, 4-3.
Cassie and Jamie Young scored
for St. Jude. Anna Dlugosz had
her first assist. The game was
close throughout the action.

Christ the King 6 beat St.
Thomas, 9-5, as Beth Solkey and
Amanda Hastings led Christ the
King with four and three goals
respectively. Emily Han and Erin
Kearney each added one goal.

Coach Svarczkopf  honored by Colts
FORT WAYNE — Coach Chris
Svarczkopf of Bishop Dwenger
High School has been named
eighth Coach of the Week for
2007 by the Indianapolis Colts.
This marks the 10th year the
Colts are recognizing outstand-
ing Indiana High School football
coaches through the Colts/NFL
Coach of the Week program,
presented by Anthem Blue Cross
and Blue Shield. 

Former Colts player, Mike
Prior, now the Colts Youth
Football Commissioner will be
on hand for the presentation
Friday, Oct. 12, and will also
address the Dwenger Saints foot-
ball team and take questions
from them. The presentation will
take place at 10:45 a.m. in the
Student Activity Center at
Dwenger. 

Svarczkopf is being honored
for putting together another win-
ning team this season. The
Bishop Dwenger Saints are cur-
rently 8-0 and ranked No. 1 in
class 4A. This past Friday night,
the Saints knocked off their
biggest rival, the Snider
Panthers. The team’s entire arse-
nal of offensive and defensive
skills was on display en route to
a 32-13 victory. This marked
Dwenger’s first win over Snider
since 1996 and also gave the
Saints the SAC title for the sec-
ond consecutive year.

Coach Svarczkopf is now in
his sixth season as the head
coach of Bishop Dwenger and
has posted a 58-15 record while
at the school. Svarczkopf is a
graduate of Cathedral High
School in Indianapolis and
earned his degree from Purdue
University.

At the conclusion of the sea-
son, Coach Svarczkopf will
receive a framed certificate
signed by NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell, Colts President
Bill Pollian, Colts Head Coach
Tony Dungy and Colts Youth

Football Commissioner Mike
Prior, as well as a $1,000 dona-
tion from NFL Charities. In
addition, Anthem Blue Cross

and Blue Shield will contribute
$1,000 for the school’s athletic
fund.

DENNIS FECH

Bishop Dwenger High School football coach Chris Svarczkopf has been
named coach of the week by the Indianpolis Colts.

Catholic center partners with
soccer team to clean up sports

ROME (CNS) — A Catholic
sports association has partnered
with a once-scandal-plagued
Italian soccer team in an effort to
help clean up sports.

The Italian Sports Center, the
Catholic Action’s sports associa-
tion in Italy, struck an agreement
with minor league squad A.C.
Ancona to offer it “a new model”
for running a sports team based
on strong ethics and good busi-
ness sense, said the center’s Oct.
2 press release.

Team managers, members,
trainers, players and fans will
have to adhere to a new ethics
code drawn up by the Catholic
sports center.

Reforms include requiring
players to perform a certain num-
ber of hours of mandatory volun-
teer service, a cap on players’
salaries, greater transparency in
the club’s finances, and more
family-friendly games that ban
unruly, abusive or racist fans and
banners.

Ticket prices to games will be
cut and club profits will be rein-
vested in projects which help the
developing world and Catholic
youth in Italy.

Archbishop Edoardo
Menichelli of Ancona-Osimo,
who played in a recent charity
match against Italian singers, told
the Italian daily La Stampa Oct.
3, “It is a way to moralize soccer
and bring back some ethics to a
field that has experienced a seri-
ous crisis of values.”

Italy’s dream sport became a
nightmare when police investiga-
tions discovered in 2006 that
some top major league owners,
players and referees long had
been involved in game-fixing,
fraud, corruption and illegal bet-

ting. The so-called “soccer-gate
scandal” resulted in teams found
guilty being thrown out of the
major league and bumped down
to the minor leagues.

Scandal, however, already had
hit A.C. Ancona in 2004 when
the team’s president was jailed
for accounting fraud, forcing the
club into bankruptcy and to slip
deeper into the minor leagues.

The team’s new president,
Sergio Schiavoni, cleaned up the
club’s operations and attracted
the attention of the Italian Sports
Center, which had been looking
to work with a professional soc-
cer team.

The Catholic sports associa-
tion did not purchase the team or
a portion of its shares; it merely
promised to find the club some
new sponsors in exchange for the
club’s adopting and enforcing its
new ethical code.

Edio Costantini, head of the
Italian Sports Center, said they
want to show that fair play and
good sportsmanship can translate
into a successful soccer team,
according to the center’s Web
site.

He said they hope to present
their formula, called “Project
Soccer,” to other teams and
sports.

The Italian Sports Center Web
site said Costantini and Schiavoni
would present the A.C. Ancona
team’s new uniform shirt to Pope
Benedict XVI during his Oct. 10
general audience in St. Peter’s
Square.

That same evening the team
was to play a friendly match
against players from the Clericus
Cup, a soccer championship
exclusively for priests and semi-
narians in Rome created by the
Italian Sports Center.
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REST IN PEACE
Auburn
June V.Miller,91,
Immaculate
Conception

Richard J.Drake,71,
Immaculate
Conception

Bluffton
Mary Jo Murray,
St.Joseph

Columbia City
Thomas Childers,75,
St.Paul of the Cross

Elkhart
William R.Arko,78,
St.Vincent de Paul

Fort Wayne
Maltine Schwartz,90,
Most Precious Blood

Thomas S.Scott,68,St.
Joseph Hessen Cassel

Rita M.Nicole,86,
St.Vincent de Paul

Wayne R.Ankenbruck,
71,St.Jude

Mary T.Collier,80,
St.Joseph

Virginia G.Olry,85,
St.Jude

Goshen
Laila Anel Camilo
Montiel,3 mo.St.John
the Evangelist

Granger
Thomas J.Glaser,83,
St.Pius X

Mishawaka
Virginia F.Zeak,80,
St.Joseph

Mary L.Boehnlein,84,
St.Bavo

New Carlisle
Betty M.Mroczkiewicz,
81,St.Stanislaus

Huntington
Sister Josephine
Konrad,OLVM,92,
Victory Noll Chapel

South Bend
William Gromski,94,
St.Hedwig

Erentrude R.Kocsis,83,
Holy Family

Helen J.Pishnoff,83,
St.Adalbert

Chester Michalski,51,
St.John the Baptist

William P.Rigney,86,
St.John the Baptist

A.Paul Zell,60,St.
Casimir

Patrick T.Wilhelm,82,
Holy Cross

Irene E.Pilarski,89,
St.Jude

Dr.Joseph A.Toth,87,
St.Matthew Cathedral

Fall bake sale and flea market
South Bend — The St. John
Altar and Rosary Society will
have a bake sale and flea market
in Father Jacobs Hall, 3616 St.
John’s Way, on Saturday, Oct. 20
from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and
on Sunday, Oct. 21, from 9 a.m.
to noon. Sunday will offer a $1
bag sale.

Charity Fall Luncheon held
South Bend — The Daughters of
Isabella, Notre Dame Circle 572
will hold their 60th annual
Charity Fall Luncheon on
Saturday, Oct. 27, at noon at the
Blue Heron at Blackthorn.
Admission is $25 and all pro-
ceeds benefit the developmental-
ly challenged of St. Joseph
County. For reservations call
(574) 287-1487 by Friday, Oct.
19.

Fish and tenderloin fry
Bluffton — St. Joseph Church
will have a fish and tenderloin
dinner on Friday, Oct. 19, from
4-7 p.m. Tickets will be $8 for
adults, $5.50 for children (6-12),
and children under 5 free. Eat in
or carry out. 

Pasta, shopping and wine tasting expo
Fort Wayne — Dinner will be
served at St. Jude Parish hall on
Thursday, Oct. 25, from 5-7 p.m.
Shopping and wine tasting from
5-9 p.m. Vendors include,
Pampered Chef, Tastefully
Simple, Mary Kay, Tupperware,
Hoosier Soy Candles, Lia Sophia
Jewelry and crafter Norma
Harris. Adults $7, children (4-12)
$5. Sponsored by Sigma Alpha
Chi Sorority, proceeds benefit
local charities.

500 E. De Wald, will have a pan-
cake, sausage, egg casserole and
fresh fruit breakfast Sunday, Oct.
21, from 8 to 11 a.m. Adults are
$5, ages 12 to 15 are $3, and
children under 12 will be free.

St. Joseph Parish auction
South Bend — St. Joseph Parish
will host a benefit dinner and
auction at St. Andrew’s Greek
Orthodox Church on Saturday,
Oct. 27, at 7 p.m. A sumptuous
Italian dinner, complimentary bar
service, entertainment and live
and silent auction items will be
offered. Tickets are $40 per per-
son. Call (574) 277-3284 for
information and tickets.

Knights plan spaghetti dinner
South Bend — The Knights of
Columbus Council 5521, 61533 S.
Ironwood Dr., will have a spaghet-
ti dinner on Friday, Oct. 19, from
5 to 7 p.m. Adults $6, children (5-
12) $3. Dinner includes spaghetti,
salad, garlic toast and coffee.
Carry-out available.

Polish dinner and dance
South Bend — St. Adalbert
Parish will have a family-style
Polish dinner and dance on
Sunday, Oct. 21, from noon to
4:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 per
person. Tickets available at the
parish office. Last day to pur-
chase tickets is Oct. 15.

Rummage sale planned
New Haven — St. Louis
Besancon Parish will have a
rummage sale on Friday, Oct. 19,
from 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Fill a
bag for $3 begins at 3 p.m. On
Saturday, Oct. 20, fill a bag for
$1 from 9 a.m. to noon.

MISC. HAPPENINGS
Storyteller brings Scripture to life
South Bend — Christ the King
youth ministry presents story-
teller Sean Buvala on Friday,
Oct. 19, at the parish. A 6:30
p.m. potluck precedes the 7:15
performance. Sean climbs into
the minds of Scripture’s most
famous and infamous characters
and brings them to life through
story and action. All teens and
adults are invited. For informa-
tion contact Greg Sweeney at
(574) 272-3113.

Series begins on Book of Revelation
Fort Wayne — Father John Pfister
will give a series of three presen-
tations on the Book of Revelation
on Wednesday, Oct. 17, Tuesday
Oct. 23 and Wednesday, Oct. 24,
from 7-9 p.m. at the Archbishop
Noll Catholic Center, 915 S.
Clinton St.

Catholicism Revealed
Fort Wayne — St. Vincent de
Paul Parish will offer a series on
the Catholic faith called
Catholicism Revealed, Monday
evenings, beginning Oct. 15 at 7
p.m. in the church. Rosary will
be prayed at 6:30 p.m. On
Monday, Oct. 15, Father Dan
Scheidt, pastor of Queen of
Peace Parish in Mishawaka, will
offer “Behold the Lamb of God,”
dealing with issues surrounding
the Eucharist in today’s life. 

Little Flower Holy Hour
Fort Wayne — Father Tom
Shoemaker, pastor of St. Jude
Parish will celebrate the Holy
Hour at MacDougal Chapel on
Tuesday, Oct. 16, at 7:15 p.m.
Please join in praying for priests
and for vocations.

Polish Mass held at USF
Fort Wayne — A traditional
Polish Mass will be spoken and
sung in the Polish language on
Sunday, Oct. 14, at the
University of Saint Francis,
Trinity Hall Chapel, 2701 Spring
St. Sponsored by the Polish
National Alliance, White Eagle
Lodge #3149. A Social will fol-
low the Mass.

Choral work performed by area 
vocalists and musicians
Donaldson — “Gloria,” by
Antonio Vivaldi will be present-
ed Sunday, Oct. 21, at 7 p.m. in
the Ancilla Domini Chapel at the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
Ministry Center. The choir will
be directed by Dr. David Lamb
who will also present a half-hour
organ recital prior to the per-
formance.

FUNDRAISERS
Breakfast is served
Fort Wayne — St. Peter Parish,
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they begin this new school year.
And then the bishop asked for
God’s blessing on each school and
every student.

“The angels of young people
always see the face of God,” he
pointed out, as he asked the chil-
dren to be “open to the will of
God” through daily prayer.

Bishop D’Arcy introduced
soon-to-be-ordained Deacon Jason
Freiburger, who described his early
years in Catholic schools as a won-
derful time of spiritual growth. He
expressed gratitude to the priests
and others who guided him
through the process of discernment
on his path to a vocation. “I was
open to it,” he said. And then he
added, “I know he is calling some
people here.” He offered this
advice to his young listeners, “Go
to Mass and pray that God will
allow you to find your vocation.”

In closing the day’s celebration
of unity through Catholic educa-
tion, Bishop D’Arcy offered a
prayer that he asks the students to
say each year at the All-School
Mass. “Lord Jesus, teach me, help
me, to find my vocation in life.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MASS

PHOTOS BY TESS STEFFEN

Mass servers process through the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum for the preparation
of the gifts on Oct. 2 at the annual All School Mass for the Fort Wayne area. The Mass cele-
brated the memorial of the Guardian Angels.

Nancy McNamara, a student from St. Joseph-St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton School in Fort Wayne, is quizzed
by Bishop John M. D’Arcy at the All-School Mass in
Fort Wayne Oct. 2.

Ripple urges gratitude, support at Red Mass

FORT WAYNE — Members of
the legal community and elected
officials came together yet again
for the tradition of the annual Red
Mass at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception on Oct.
7.

In his homily, Bishop John M.
D’Arcy said that the image of a
slave as found in the day’s
Gospel is repugnant to modern
listeners, but that the underlying
message was of the transforming
power of faith.

“Faith is casting your life and
your decisions at the feet of
someone you’ve never seen,” the
bishop said. He added that faith is
also something that is tested
along the course of one’s life.

At the Red Mass brunch in the
Grand Wayne Center, Judge
Kenneth F. Ripple of the United
States Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit spoke of the trials
of faithfully answering the call of
one’s vocation. Judge Ripple
noted that, for most people, the
call to their life’s work does not
come in a dramatic form like a
bolt of lightning knocking St.
Paul off his horse. It is something
that must be carefully discerned
and that, fortunately, the journeys
of people’s lives include figures
along the way who help in that
process.

Judge Ripple asked those in
attendance to recall some of those
figures from their own lives and
shared a few examples from his
own. First was Captain Frank
Nelson, a commanding officer of
Ripple’s during his active duty
service in the United States Navy,
who suggested, in every new
encounter, finding one trait in the
other person worthy of adopting.

Judge Ripple’s remaining
examples came from his time as a
legal officer to the United States
Supreme Court in the 1970s. He

recalled fondly Justice Lewis
Powell.

“Justice Powell was a model

of so many virtues,” Judge Ripple
said. “Demanding in his profes-
sional standards, he never let that
quest interfere with the quality of

his personal and professional
relationships. He cared about
those around him, and that con-

cern was contagious.”
Judge Ripple next cited Justice

Thurgood Marshall as an example
of a man deeply concerned about

young people and the necessity to
bring about “equal justice under
law.”

“He knew,” Judge Ripple
noted, “if that goal was going to
be attained, lawyers in future
generations would need to appre-
ciate the times in which he lived
and the role that their profession
had played in the vindication of
justice.”

Judge Ripple last recalled
Chief Justice Warren Burger as a
man who saw the history of the
United States as unfolding with a
sense of deeper purpose, noting
that he left himself open to new
ideas and was not afraid to take a
risk. The chief justice’s favorite
Scripture passage, Judge Ripple
added, was the parable of the
birds of the air and that God will
take care of them.

“Now I knew why Warren
Burger was not afraid to take a
risk,” Judge Ripple concluded.

After leading this reflection on
mentors past, Judge Ripple asked
the lawyers, judges and officials
in the room to look outward to
the new generation of lawyers
and to extend the same guidance
and help to them.

Judge Ripple noted that young
lawyers today face the pressures
of achieving prestige and eco-
nomic productivity. Countering
this, he said, would require an
extensive self-examination of
legal education and greater
responsibility on the part of
lawyers toward mentoring.

“The annual Red Mass day is
a day when we should remember
with fondness those who made
our own careers possible,” Judge
Ripple said. “It is also a day
when we should commit our-
selves to allow the Lord to use us
as instruments to smooth the path
and light the way for those who
must soon assume responsibility
for the future of this country and
our profession.”
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DON CLEMMER

Judge Kenneth F. Ripple proclaims one of the readings at the annual Red Mass at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception. Judge Ripple was the speaker at the Red Mass brunch in the Grand Wayne Center.

“The annual Red Mass day is a day when we should remember with fondness 

those who made our own careers possible.”

JUDGE KENNETH F. RIPPLE


