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State Champions!

Fake Field Goal for Touchdown Helps Bishop Dwenger Earn Program’s 6th State Title

Joe Romie

Bishop Dwenger players and coaches rush the field after a game-dinching interception to win the IHSAA Class 4A state championship in Indianapolis on Friday, November 28.

BY GREG JONES

Kickers often earn praise for
winning football games -
with their foot. But rarely, if ever,
are the specialists celebrated for
their arm, and even rarer are the
times when their passing heroics
lead to a state championship.

Yet, Bishop Dwenger senior
kicker Lucas Nguyen did just that

in sending the Saints to a 36-29
victory over Indianapolis Roncalli
in the IHSAA Class 4A state foot-
ball championship on Saturday,
November 29, at Lucas Oil Stadi-
um in Indianapolis.

Nguyen’s 37-yard scoring toss
to fellow senior A.J. Shefferly on
a fake field goal with a little more
than 9 minutes left in the fourth
quarter broke a 29-all tie and
provided Bishop Dwenger (13-2)

with the winning points, and the
Saints’ defense held off the Royals
(11-4) for the school’s sixth state
championship and third title in
the past 11 years, as the school
also won championships in 2015
and 2018.

One of the top kickers in the
state, Nguyen lined up for a 54-
yard field goal, just 4 yards from
his season-best of 58 yards. But
Nguyen had already missed a

52-yarder and an extra point ear-
lier in the game.

So Roncalli called a time out.

“When we were rushing out
there, we called the fake;” Nguyen
said after the game on the ITHSAAs
television coverage. “All is ready,
and then they call the time out,
which only helped us prepare for
that. And then, we just got it done”

DWENGER, page 16

Fruitfulness in the

‘Winter Desert’ of Advent

BY FATHER ZANE
LANGENBRUNNER

“Produce good fruit as evidence of
your repentance.”
- Matthew 3:1-12

In this Sunday’s Gospel, St. John
the Baptist bursts rather sud-
denly onto the scene. While Luke’s
Gospel gives us his origin story
(see 1:5-25, 57-80), both Matthew
and Mark (see Mark 1:4) report

a more abrupt appearance. John’s
message is simple and urgent -
“Repent, for the kingdom of heav-
en is at hand!” - and the response
of the people seems to be almost
universal: “Jerusalem, all Judea,
and the whole region around the

Jordan” go out to confess their
sins and receive John’s baptism of
repentance.

We would do well to follow this
example. Imagine if Fort Wayne,
South Bend, and the whole region
within the diocese went to confes-
sion during this Advent season.
There are ample opportunities for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation
in parishes around the diocese,
and we could all surely think of
some sin or bad habit from which
we need to repent. Making a good
confession is an important part of
a well-lived Advent.

But St. John the Baptist de-
mands more than repentance,
even more than confession of sins.
He demands fruitfulness. When
the Pharisees and Sadducees come

forward, John

calls them a “brood

of vipers” who are attempting to
“flee from the coming wrath,” i.e.,
judgment at the hands of the com-
ing Messiah. John does not find
their repentance genuine, and so
he demands “good fruit” as proof
(literally, in Greek, “fruit worthy of
repentance”). In this way, he joins
the great choir of biblical voices
who associate “fruits” with good
works (see, for instance, Psalm 1:3,
Isaiah 37:31, Jeremiah 17:8, John
15:1-2, and Galatians 5:22-23). We

might prayerful-

ly consider which fruits,

which concrete acts of charity, the

Lord is asking us to produce this
Advent.

Producing fruit, however, does
not happen overnight. A regu-
lar-sized apple tree takes anywhere
from seven to 10 years to grow
from seed to fruit bearing maturi-
ty. We only get to enjoy the apple
after an extended, carefully culti-
vated, and often hidden process of

ADVENT, page 10
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Pope Leo Focuses on Ecumenism, Peace
During First Foreign Trip to Turkey, Lebanon

BY CINDY WOODEN

BEIRUT (CNS) - Pope Leo XIV
ended the first foreign trip of
his pontificate - to Turkey and
Lebanon - by making what he
called “a heartfelt appeal: May
the attacks and hostilities cease”

“We must recognize that
armed struggle brings no bene-
fit,” he said at the Beirut airport
before returning to Rome on
Tuesday, December 2. “While
weapons are lethal, negotiation,
mediation, and dialogue are con-
structive. Let us all choose peace
as a way, and not just as a goal!”

Throughout his stay in Leba-
non from November 30 through
December 2, the pope repeatedly
called for peace, justice, and a
concerted effort by all Lebanese
to build a better future for them-
selves and their families.

In fact, after Mass and before
praying the Angelus on Decem-
ber 2, he implored “the interna-
tional community once again
to spare no effort in promot-
ing processes of dialogue and
reconciliation,” and he appealed
“to those who hold political and
social authority here and in all
countries marked by war and
violence: Listen to the cry of
your peoples who are calling for
peace”

“The Middle East needs new
approaches in order to reject the
mindset of revenge and violence,
to overcome political, social
and religious divisions, and to
open new chapters in the name
of reconciliation and peace,” he
said. “We need to change course.
We need to educate our hearts
for peace”

The pope began the day
visiting a Catholic-run psychi-
atric hospital and then praying
at the Beirut port that was site
of the chemical explosion in
2020 that killed more than 200
people, injured some 7,000, and
left an estimated 300,000 people
displaced.

“I prayed for all the victims,
and I carry with me the pain, and
the thirst for truth and justice,
of so many families, of an entire
country, the pope said.

In his homily at Mass, Pope
Leo said the beauty of Lebanon
“is overshadowed by poverty
and suffering, the wounds that
have marked your history. In this
regard, I just visited the port in
order to pray at the site of the
explosion”

The faith and charity of Leb-

0SV News photo/Dilara Senkaya, Reuters

Pope Leo XIV wears a stole he received during a ceremony to sign a joint declaration with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew |
on Saturday, November 29, in Istanbul, Turkey, during the first apsotolic journey of Pope Leo’s pontificate.

anese Christians, the willingness
to dialogue and collaborate with
members of other religions are
all “small lights that shine in the
night, small shoots that sprout
forth, and small seeds planted
in the arid garden in this era of
history;” he said.

“Cultivate these shoots,” the
pope told them. That is the way
to avoid discouragement and “to
not give in to the logic of vio-
lence and the idolatry of money;,
and to not resign ourselves in the
face of the spreading evil”

“Lebanon, stand up,” he said.
“Be a home of justice and frater-
nity! Be a prophetic sign of peace
for the whole of the Levant,” a
term referring to the area that
borders the Eastern Mediterra-
nean and traditionally includes
Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, Israel,
Palestine and Jordan.

In the first meeting of his trip,
on Friday, November 28, Pope
Leo met with leaders of Tur-
key’s small and varied Catholic
communities and asked them to
embrace their “littleness” as they
strive to be a leaven of God’s love
in Turkish society.

According to Vatican statistics
distributed for the pope’ trip,
Turkey has about 33,000 Cath-
olics - less than 1 percent of the
population. They belong to the
Latin, Chaldean, Armenian, and
Syriac Catholic churches.

Pope Leo insisted that the
“littleness is the Churchs true
strength. It does not lie in her
resources or structures, nor do
the fruits of her mission depend
on numbers, economic power,

or social influence” While the
Church in Turkey is small, he
said, it is “fruitful like a seed and
leaven of the Kingdom.”

Later in the day, Pope Leo
attended an ecumenical prayer
service hosted by Orthodox Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew
of Constantinople and included
a recitation of the Nicene Creed
at Iznik, site of the ancient
Nicaea, about 80 miles south-
east of Istanbul. With the Greek
Orthodox patriarchs of Antioch,
Alexandria, and Jerusalem or
their representatives, and with
representatives of other Ortho-
dox, Anglican, and Protestant
churches, Pope Leo marked
the 1,700th anniversary of the
Council of Nicaea - the primary
motive for his first foreign trip
as pope.

Pope Leo told his fellow
Christian leaders that at a time
when humanity is “afflicted by
violence and conflict,” the world
“is crying out for reconciliation”
He added: “The desire for full
communion among all believers
in Jesus Christ is always accom-
panied by the search for fraterni-
ty among all human beings,” he
said. “In the Nicene Creed, we
profess our faith ‘in one God, the
Father. Yet, it would not be possi-
ble to invoke God as Father if we
refused to recognize as brothers
and sisters all other men and
women, who are created in the
image of God”

With many of the Christian
leaders, especially the Oriental
Orthodox, coming from nations
that recently faced or are facing

war and persecution, Pope

Leo said Christians must give
concrete witness to their belief
that all people are children of one
God and therefore brothers and
sisters to each other.

“Furthermore, we must
strongly reject the use of religion
for justifying war, violence or
any form of fundamentalism or
fanaticism,” he said. “Instead,
the paths to follow are those of
fraternal encounter, dialogue and
cooperation””

On Saturday, November 29,
Pope Leo, like his two im-
mediate predecessors, visited
the so-called Blue Mosque in
Istanbul, where he spent about
20 minutes inside but did not
appear to pause for prayer as
Pope Benedict XVI and Pope
Francis had done.

The Vatican press office said
afterward that Pope Leo visited
the mosque “in a spirit of reflec-
tion and attentive listening, with
deep respect for the place and
for the faith of those who gather
there in prayer”

Pope Leo also spoke to Chris-
tian leaders in Turkey, saying he
hoped they could meet in Jerusa-
lem in 2033 to celebrate together
the 2,000th anniversary of the
death and resurrection of Jesus.
And, later in a joint declaration
with Orthodox Ecumenical Or-
thodox Patriarch Bartholomew
of Constantinople, he called on
Christians of the East and West
to finally agree on a common
date for Easter. The pope and
patriarch also appealed for an
end to war.
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Catholic Charities Continues
to Serve the Vulnerable

BY BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES
AND DAN FLORIN

The following letter to the
editor was written by Bishop
Rhoades, chairman of the board
of Catholic Charities of the Dio-
cese of Fort Wayne-South Bend,
and Dan Florin, CEO. It was
submitted to Today’s Catholic as
well as secular newspapers within
the diocese.

n November 13, Catholic

Charities of Fort Wayne-
South Bend received a Civil
Investigation Demand (CID)
from the Office of the Attorney
General of Indiana (OAG) seeking
information related to the OAG's
investigation of “human labor
trafficking, indecent nuisances,
and immigration-related com-
munication, cooperation, and en-
forcement policies, and nonprofit
activities” The focus of the CID is
on services provided to migrants,
with migrants broadly defined as
“individuals who are not U.S. cit-
izens” Catholic Charities has not
been accused of any wrongdoing
and is not under investigation.

The CID casts a wide net across
our Migration Services, well
beyond programming focused
on job development and em-
ployment. Ironically, our refugee
programs are designed by the
government and regularly audited.
Our Immigration Legal Services
Department is recognized by the
U.S. Department of Justice (DOY)
and led by our DOJ accredited
Immigration Director.

For more than 100 years, we
have been a champion for the
most vulnerable in our commu-
nity. We respect the laws and bor-
ders of our nation, while following
the moral imperative given to
each Christian in Matthew 25:35,
“For I was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, I needed clothes
and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me”

These principles are reflected in
the Corporal Works of Mercy and
Catholic Social Teaching. It is only
when these teachings are upheld
in the highest regard that the most
vulnerable have a pathway to hope
and a caring hand up in uphold-
ing their God-given dignity.

As the United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops (USC-
CB) stated in their recent Special
Message, “Human dignity and

national security are not in con-
flict. Both are possible if people of
goodwill work together” We are
reminded of that as we prepare
our response to the Attorney
General.

In Matthew 25, Jesus did not
discriminate in his directive of
those who are deserving of help -
and neither do we. We depend on
the federal government to deter-
mine who may lawfully enter the
country; because regardless of the
programs we offer, that decision
is not ours to make. Our work
begins when someone in humani-
tarian need arrives at our door.

Since 1980, Catholic Chari-
ties has been a participant in the

— the same vulnerable individuals
who are often at risk of trafficking
and abuse because they are forced
to live in the shadows.

We take the threat of traffick-
ing seriously because we know it is
real and occurring in plain sight in
our own community. That is why,
since 2018, we have partnered
with the Indiana Trafficking Vic-
tims Assistance Program (ITVAP)
to support survivors of both sex
and labor trafficking. Too often,
survivors are trapped in trauma
and desperation that fuels a cycle
of exploitation. That cycle begins
to break when they are met with
support and care that empowers
them to rebuild their lives with

federal government’s United States  strength and dignity.
Refugee Admission Program The CID includes 25 broad
(USRAP). USRAP is the formal requests for narrative responses
process by which concerning
people are legally Catholic Char-
resettled in the At a ti £ h ities’ nonprofit
United States as a time ot year when operations and
refugees. The our agency should be 17 requests for
U.S. government . documents, all
focused on our mission .
manages the covering the
health screening,  to serve the most vulner-  past three years.
security vetting, . . Atatime of
q able in our community,
and approval year when our
of each refugee we instead find ourselves  agency should
accepted into the . " be focused on
having to devote critical -

federal program our mission to
before they set resources to a demand serve the most
foot into the for inf t] d vulnerable in
United States. of miormation an our community,
Once resettled documentation that de-  we instead find
by a local affiliat lves hav-

ya'oce ST tracts from the work and oo o ey
agency, like ing to devote
Catholic Char- services we provide. critical resourc-

ities, refugees

es to a demand

receive medical

evaluations,

cultural orientation, and services
that maximize their ability to
integrate and contribute produc-
tively to American communities.
The federal and state programs
put a heavy emphasis on econom-
ic self-sufficiency (as measured
by independence from the public
welfare system) and therefore re-
quire a job development program
to aid refugees in finding employ-
ment where they will not be taken
advantage of.

As a DOJ recognized agency
with accredited DOJ represen-
tatives, our Immigration Legal
Services department serves our
local immigrant community by
the letter of the law. We live in this
community and know that safety
thrives when laws are respected
and the basic needs of the poorest
are met. That is why we provide
low-cost immigration legal ser-
vices, in accordance with U.S. im-
migration laws, to families in need

for information

and documen-
tation that detracts from the work
and services we provide.

Last year, Catholic Charities
served over 23,000 of the most
vulnerable within our community
in a manner which is humane,
consistent with the values of the
Catholic Church and, as reiterated
by the USCCB, consistent with
applicable law. At a time when
public assistance is dwindling,
more people than ever rely on
Catholic Charities for stability
and hope. Notwithstanding the
distraction the CID represents,
we will remain steadfast in our
mission to serve all those in need
as Christ calls us to do. We have
endured the Great Depression,
World War II, global crises, and
natural disasters by placing our
faith and future in the Lord. We
will continue that legacy today.
We will show up - with courage,
compassion, and unwavering faith
- to serve His glory, not our own.

PUBLICSCHEDULE OF
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades

Monday, December 8, at 6 p.m. - Mass, Immaculate Con-
ception Church, Ege

Tuesday, December 9, at 10:30 a.m. — Presbyteral Council
Meeting, Sacred Heart Rectory, Warsaw

Wednesday, December 10, at noon - Meeting of Diocesan
Finance Council, Best Western Plus, Warsaw

Thursday, December 11, at 9 a.m. — Meeting of Board of
Directors of Catholic Community Foundation of Northeast
Indiana, Archbishop Noll Center, Fort Wayne

Friday, December 12, at 6 p.m. — Mass, Feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, St. Michael Church, Plymouth

Saturday, December 13, at 9 a.m. — Mass and Breakfast
with Fort Wayne District of St. Vincent de Paul Society, St.
Therese Church, Fort Wayne

Saturday, December 13, at 6:30 p.m. - Confirmation Mass,
St. Charles Borromeo Church, Fort Wayne

Sunday, December 14, at 11 a.m. - Mass, 150th Jubilee of
Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual Adoration in America, St.
Francis Convent, Mishawaka

TWO HOLY DAYS,
TWO OBLIGATIONS

This year, the Second Sunday of Advent
(Dec. 7) and the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception (Dec. 8) each
carry their own distinct Mass obligation.

Both must be fulfilled separately.

Your Sunday obligation can be met from

Saturday, Dec. 6 (4 PM) through Sunday,

Dec. 7, while the Immaculate Conception

obligation can be met from Sunday, Dec.
7 (4 PM) through Monday, Dec. 8.

Attending a Sunday evening Mass after 4
PM may fulfill either obligation, but not
both. For example, one might attend a
morning Mass on Dec 7 for the Second

Sunday of Advent, and then attend
another Mass Sunday evening or on Dec
8 for the Immaculate Conception.

HOW TO FULFILL
BOTH OBLIGATIONS

SUNDAY OBLIGATION:
FROM SAT, DEC 6 (4 PM)
THROUGH SUN, DEC 7 (ALL DAY)

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OBLIGATION
FROM SUN, DEC 7 (4 PM)
THROUGH MON, DEC 8 (ALL DAY)

A SUNDAY EVENING MASS (DEC 7 AFTER 4 PM)
CAN COUNT FOR EITHER, BUT NOT BOTH.
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POSITION AVAILABLE

Executive Director,
Keith Busse School of Business and
Entrepreneurial Leadership

The University of Saint Francis in Fort Wayne, Indiana invites applications for a full-time,
12-month, tenure track position to serve as the Executive Director of the Keith Busse School
of Business and Entrepreneurial Leadership, beginning in the Summer of 2026. The successful
candidate will be dedicated to advancing the University’s Mission in the classroom and commu-
nity and helping Saint Franics “to become a Midwest destination for Catholic higher education.”
To this end, candidates who are committed to building a distinctive and rigorous Business
curriculum, able to expand and strengthen our partnerships in the Fort Wayne community
and beyond and capable of assisting in fundraising efforts are especially encouraged to apply.
While the position is open in regard to specialization, the candidate should be prepared to offer
introductory and advanced courses within the field. The teachingload is 6 credit hours per
semester (fall and spring) and we encourage applications from candidates who are committed
to teaching, interested in curriculum and program development and able to collaborate with
colleagues from across the university. Other responsibilities include student advising and
mentoring, continuing professional development and a commitment to service. Applications
received on or before January 1, 2026 will be given full consideration.

For a full job description and to apply for the position, visit
https://www.sf.edu/job/executive-director-keith-busse-school-of-
business-and-entrepreneurial-leadership/

ADVERTISE INTODAY’S CATHOLIC
Call 260-399-1449
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Bushey’s

WINDOWS AND DOORS

Your clear choice

Bushey'’s offers high-quality windows and doors
that are designed to last while providing style and
energy efficiency. Known for our customer service

3802 Lima Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46805

260.456.1247
busheysfw.com

JEFF & JIM BUSHEY

Joe Romie

Bishop Luers sophomore quarerback Thomas Reichert waits for the snap during the Knights’ Class 3A state championship game
at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis on Friday, November 28. Bishop Luers lost to Cascade 29-14.

Bishop Luers Falls Short in
Class 3A State Championship

BY ERIC PEAT

One week after shutting out

an undefeated Knox squad
and bottling up the state’s all-time
leading rusher in Myles McLaugh-
lin, the Bishop Luers football team
faced yet another monumental
defensive assignment in the IH-
SAA Class 3A state championship
game: slow the historically prolific
Cascade Cadet offense, which
entered the contest averaging 54
points per game.

Despite limiting Cascade
(15-0) to its lowest scoring output
of the season, the Knights (9-6)
couldn’t recover from an early
19-0 hole and ended up falling to
the Cadets 29-14 at Lucas Oil Sta-
dium on Friday, November 28, in
Indianapolis. It was the first-ever
football state championship for
Cascade, a program with only one
sectional title in its previous 59
years.

“First, a tip of the hat to Cas-
cade;” said Luers head coach Kyle
Lindsay immediately following
the game. “They came out and
executed early; they just got the
early momentum. In big games
like this, on a stage like this, you
get out to an early jump and make
the other team feel the heat, that
can often be the difference. Get-
ting down 19-0 and battling back
... it really speaks to the character
of our kids, the resiliency, the
leadership of this senior class and
our captains.

It was the same resiliency that
helped Bishop Luers shake off a
0-3 start to the season and believe
in the goal of a return trip to state,
where the Knights had fallen to
Heritage Hills in the 3A title game
a year ago. After pushing through
the grind of the Summit Athletic

Conference and reeling off five
straight tournament victories,
Luers earned a record 19th
state championship appearance,
seeking its 13th title in program

After a pair of punts to start the
game, the Bishop Luers offense
awoke on its third possession.
Sophomore quarterback Thomas
Reichert orchestrated an 11-play,

history and first 75-yard drive,
in Class 3A. capped by a

The unde- « . 3-yard touch-
feated Cadets We just fight; we keep do}\,/vn run by
presented the going. Not a lot of people  fellow sophomore
Knights with a ) T] Epperson.
unic?ue challenge, getto be here, so we're “I mean, I
as their no-hud- blessed. You know, it’s  love these guys,”
dle Wing-T y . Epperson said of
offense V%as the all God’s will for us to be hfspteammates
second-highest here” after the game.
scoring unit in “They’re so great.
the state. Cascade TJ EPPERSON We just hold each
ran this offense BISHOP LUERS SOPHOMORE other account-
to perfection in able, push each
the first quar- other to be great,
ter of the state and I feel like that

title game, scoring three quick

touchdowns and amassing nearly
200 yards on the ground for a 19-0

lead.

brotherly love is what kept us in
this game”

LUERS, page 11

Bishop Luers sophomore running back TJ Epperson looks to evade a defender from
Cascade during the Class 3A state finals in Indianapolis on Friday, November 28.
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Your Schools, Your Stories
This academic year, Today’s Catholic is partnering with the student media programs at all four Catholic high schools in
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend. Each week, student writers, editors, and photographers from Bishop Luers and
Bishop Dwenger in Fort Wayne, Saint Joseph in South Bend, and Marian in Mishawaka will share their work on this new
page, School Spirit, dedicated to telling the stories of their school communities.

Marian Celebrates Seniors Who ‘Learn, Serve, Lead’

Senior of the Month Program Honors Students Who Live the School’s Motto

BY LAURALYNN DUENSING

arian High School in
Mishawaka is a Catholic

school that strongly follows its

motto of “Learn,

Serve, Lead”” It’s

a school full of

amazing role

models and in-

telligent students

who not only fo-

cus on academics

but also on their

relationship with

Christ.

Marian values
its faculty, staff,
and students. This
is shown through
the wide variety of
school activities and
programs. These can range
from clubs and sports to award
ceremonies for scholarships and
scholastic arts. There’s a very
wide variety of ways Marian
shows its love and support for its
students.

But there’s one program at
Marian that stands out among
the rest, giving students a chance
to be recognized for the hard
work they’ve done in the school’s
classrooms. The program is Mar-
ian’s Senior of the Month, which
highlights 18 seniors (nine boys
and nine girls) each school year.
All seniors have an opportunity
to be nominated.

The nominees are selected
first by Marians own faculty
and staff, then the seniors who
were chosen are then picked by
a committee that represents the
different departments within
the school. Once the seniors are
selected, the male female recipi-
ents are presented with the award
at the school's monthly all-school
Mass. The faculty member or staff
member who voted for the senior
is given the opportunity to pres-
ent the award to the student.

In presenting the award, the
faculty or staff member talks
about their personal experience
with that senior - the type of
person they are, the classes they
took, and the clubs, sports, or
extracurriculars they were part
of. This build-up gives the school
community a chance to guess
who will win the award. After

talking about the senior, they

announce the name of the recip-

ient. The senior then goes up to

the front and receives a plaque to

commemorate their award.

After both seniors are

announced
and presented,
photos are taken,
and they can go
see their families,
who are invited
to join the all-
school Mass and
the ceremony
that day.

After being
honored, both
senior recipients

will be shown on
Notre Dame Federal
Credit Union (ND-
FCU) signs across the
county. NDFCU partners
with Marian by highlighting the
Seniors of the Month, and in
return, Marian strongly encour-
ages its families to bank there.
Marian also promotes its Se-
niors of the Month on social me-
dia platforms, such as Instagram
and Facebook. It also highlights
the senior winners on a mon-

a principals meeting in Warsaw
with the principal of Saint Joseph
High School, Susan Richter. They
were chatting about how things
were going at their respective
schools, and Richter mentioned
that Saint Joe had a program
called Senior of the Month.
Loesch thought it was a wonder-
ful idea. With his mentor’s words
in mind, he decided he wanted
to bring the program to Marian
to honor seniors who were qui-
etly doing the right thing - not
a chance for another popularity
contest but a chance to really
highlight the senior students
who were doing incredible and
virtuous things that deserved
to be honored. He also wanted
to acknowledge students who
follow Marian’s motto of “Learn,
Serve, Lead”

“One of my wife’s sayings
is that we need to water the
flowers instead of just pulling the
weeds,” Loesch said. “Meaning,
we should highlight virtue and
goodness rather than criticizing
bad behavior”

Loesch proposed the idea to
the administration. Once it was
approved, they began to think of

itor near senior students
the main who were great
entrance. “One of the early lessons role models for
The school their peers and
is great at [ learned from one of my showed great
making mentors, Principle Fred Ton ~ Virtue, and
sure these Marian’s Senior
students get .. was to always be onthe  of the Month
the recog- lookout for good ideas that ~ Wwas officially
nition they orn.
deserve. you can borrow and adapt to Its an

The your school”” opportunity to
Senior of recognize those
the Month CARL LOESCH who may be
program has FORMER MARIAN PRINCIPAL ~ overlooked but
been a part who do truly
of Marian great things for

High School for years. It began
around 15 years ago and was
founded by Carl Loesch, a former
principal at Marian who now
works in the diocese’s Secretariat
for Evangelization and Catechesis.
“One of the early lessons I
learned from one of my mentors,
Principal Fred Tone (a long-time
teacher, dean, coach, and prin-
cipal at Bishop Dwenger), was
to always be on the lookout for
good ideas that you can borrow
and adapt to your school”
Loesch said he was driving to

their peers, their families, and
the school staff and community.

Since its founding, Marian
High School’s Senior of the
Month program has become one
of the most loved and appreciat-
ed programs Marian offers. It's a
motivation for students to do the
right thing and a great reminder
of our school motto, “Learn,
Serve, Lead”

Lauralynn Duensing is a junior at
Marian High School.

Photos provided by Marian High School

Emma Winslow (top) and John Loesch (bottom) were each honored as Marian High

School Seniors of the Month for October.
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Catholic Bishops Offer Prayers for
Guard Members Shot in D.C.
WASHINGTON, D.C. (OSV
News) — Catholic bishops are of-
fering prayers following the shoot-
ing of two West Virginia National
Guard members in the nation’s
capital on Wednesday, November
26. The midafternoon attack, be-
lieved to be perpetrated by a lone
suspect now in custody, killed
20-year-old Sarah Beckstrom, who
succumbed to her injuries in the
hospital on Thursday, November
27, and left 24-year-old Andrew
Wolfe in critical condition. “We
are praying for the healing of the
injured National Guard mem-
bers and will continue to monitor
the situation,” Chieko Noguchi,
spokesperson for the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, told
OSV News. In August, President
Donald Trump federalized more
than 2,000 National Guard troops,
deploying them to the nation’s
capital to combat crime, despite
protests from Washington, D.C.
Mayor Muriel Bowser. Following
the attack, which took place not far
from the White House, Trump or-
dered an additional 500 National
Guard troops deployed in Wash-
ington, said secretary of war Pete
Hegseth. The president posted on
social media that the “animal that
shot the two National Guardsmen
... will pay a very steep price”

White Sox Owner: Pope

Said He Would Love to Throw

a Season-Opening Pitch
CHICAGO (OSV News) - A
stakeholder — and next owner -
of the Chicago White Sox base-
ball team said Pope Leo XIV told
him that hed “love to” throw a
season-opening first pitch in the
future - “schedule permitting”
Pope Leos favorite sports team
is the White Sox, and much has
been made of his being a huge fan
of the Chicago South Siders. He
grew up as a diehard Sox fan in
Chicago’s south suburb of Dolton.
Justin Ishbia, a Chicago billionaire,
owner of a private equity firm, and
a co-owner of the team, told sev-
eral major news outlets he met the
pope outside St. Peter’s Basilica at
his general audience on Wednes-
day, November 19, and shared with
him his vision for the future of the
White Sox. “In the conversation, I
extended an invitation for him to
visit Chicago and throw out the
first pitch on opening day should
this ballpark come to fruition,” Ish-
bia told the Chicago Tribune. He
also presented to him a 2005 World
Series championship team jersey,
signed by the team, “as a symbol
of teamwork and perseverance”
Video footage of then-Father Rob-
ert Prevosts Game 1 appearance at
the 2005 World Series between the
White Sox and the Houston Astros

NEWS BRIEFS

Hong Kong Fire Claims More than 150 Lives

CNS photo/Tyrone Siu, Reuters

A 71-year-old man reacts after claiming his wife is trapped inside Wang Fuk Court apartment
complex during a major fire in the Tai Po district of Hong Kong on Wednesday, November 26.
Hong Kong authorities said on Monday, December 1, that they had arrested 13 people for sus-
pected manslaughter in a probe into the city’s deadliest fire in decades, pointing to substandard
renovation materials for fueling a blaze that has claimed at least 151 lives. As of December 1, 40
people were still missing. As a sign of solidarity, the diocese turned its website black and white
and shared a prayer for residents affected by the Nov. 26 blaze, urging the faithful to remember
that “we are one family” In its prayer, the Diocese of Hong Kong asked God to grant rest to the
deceased, heal the injured, and comfort grieving families.

cemented now-Pope Leos place in
history as the world’s most well-
known Sox fan.

Study Shows Record Numbers

of Women Are Visiting

Pregnancy Centers
WASHINGTON, D.C. (OSV
News) — In 2024, pregnancy cen-
ters saw more new clients, provid-
ed more medical care, and distrib-
uted more material goods than
ever before, according to a new re-
port from the Charlotte Lozier In-
stitute. Between free medical care,
education services such as child-
birth classes, and items such as di-
apers, baby clothes, and car seats,
pregnancy centers provided an es-
timated $452 million to families in
need. Centers also are increasing-
ly upping the number of services
they offer, including abortion pill
reversals, testing and treatment
for sexually transmitted infections,
childbirth classes, and after-abor-
tion support. “As permissive abor-
tion policies continue to deprior-
itize women’s health, CLT’s results
demonstrate that pregnancy cen-
ters found in communities across

the country stand ready to provide
focused, quality, wide-ranging,
life-affirming care]” said Moira
Gaul, a Charlotte Lozier Institute
associate scholar and the project
manager of the report. Since the
original national study was pub-
lished in 2017, new clients have
steadily increased from 883,700 in
2017 to now more than 1 million;
the number of pregnancy center
locations has increased from 2,600
in 2017 to 2,775 in 2024; and the
number of ultrasound exams per-
formed went from 400,100 in 2017
to 636,000 in 2024, a 60-percent
increase.

Community Recounts

Unspeakable Tragedy of
Kidnapped Children in Nigeria
ABUJA, Nigeria (OSV News) —
Church leaders in West Africa
are pleading for the safe return of
hundreds of children and teachers
kidnapped from a Catholic school
in central Nigeria. The November
21 attack on St. Mary’s School
in Papiri left the rural commu-
nity reeling, with Bishop Bulus
Dauwa Yohanna of Kontagora

describing widespread trauma
and confusion. As of Wednesday,
November 26, 265 people - in-
cluding 253 children - remained
in captivity, while about 50 stu-
dents who escaped have been re-
united with their families. Local
residents say entire families were
taken, and at least one parent
died from the shock of learning
his young children were abduct-
ed. Nigerias government has
launched a military search-and-
rescue mission, and Pope Leo
XIV used his November 23 Ange-
lus address to call for the hostages’
release — as well as for the release
of kidnapped clergy in Camer-
oon. Church leaders there warn
they may shut down parishes and
schools if abductions continue.
“The frequent kidnapping of our
priests and mission personnel has
pushed us to the wall, and we say
that this should stop with imme-
diate effect,” a November 23 news
release signed by Archbishop An-
drew Nkea Fuanya of Bamenda
said. “We think these people need
to live in tranquility and peace,
he said.

Marriage Is an Exclusive Union
Requiring ‘Tender Care,

New Document States

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - The
foundation of sacramental mar-
riage is the unity of the spouses,
a bond so intense and grace-filled
that it is exclusive and indissol-
uble, said a document from the
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the
Faith. The document, “Una Caro
(One Flesh): In Praise of Monog-
amy, Doctrinal Note on the Value
of Marriage as an Exclusive Union
and Mutual Belonging,” was re-
leased only in Italian by the Vatican
on Tuesday, November 25. Pope
Leo XIV approved its contents
on November 21 and authorized
its publication. “Although each
marital union is a unique reality,
embodied within human limita-
tions, every authentic marriage
is a unity composed of two indi-
viduals, requiring a relationship
so intimate and all-encompassing
that it cannot be shared with oth-
ers;” the document said. Cardinal
Victor Manuel Fernandez, prefect
of the doctrinal dicastery, wrote
in the documents introduction
that the dicastery wanted to draw
from Scripture, theology, philoso-
phy, and “even poetry” to explain
why it is best to choose “a unique
and exclusive union of love, a re-
ciprocal belonging that is rich and
all-embracing”

Vatican Reports

Financial Surplus in 2024
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Vatican
officials reported that the Holy
See ended 2024 with a 1.6-mil-
lion-euro surplus ($1.85 million)
compared to a deficit of 51.2 mil-
lion euros ($59.3 million) in 2023.
Its operational deficit, while not
eliminated, was reduced almost
by half from 83.5 million euros
($96.8 million) in 2023 to 44.4 mil-
lion euros ($51.5 million) in 2024.
This improvement “represents
significant progress in consolidat-
ing the Holy See’s economic situ-
ation,” Maximino Caballero Ledo,
prefect of the Secretariat for the
Economy, told Vatican News on
Wednesday, November 26. “This
result was supported by an over-
all increase in revenues of almost
79 million euros ($91.6 million)
compared with the previous year;’
he said the same day the dicastery
published the Holy See’s financial
statement for 2024. Despite the
“prudent control of expenses and
a constant effort to improve oper-
ational efficiency;” Caballero said,
“an operating deficit of 44.4 mil-
lion euros remains,” which will
require further “consolidation
and growth” to reach full finan-
cial sustainability as the Vatican
seeks to balance its “missionary
commitment and the responsible
management of resources.”
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Dwenger Grad Flies High in College

In Wrapping Up Dominant Career — First at Purdue, Now at Kentucky — Eva Hudson Says, ‘l Couldn’t Be More Grateful’

BY ERIC PEAT

ntensity. Passion. Swagger.

Whatever you want to call it,
Eva Hudson has it on the vol-
leyball court.

Her parents, Stacey and Jeff
Hudson - themselves both
former college athletes — will tell
you she’s always had it.

“I knew when she was 5
playing soccer that she had the
grit,” recalled Stacey. “She just
clenched her little jaw, and you
gave her the idea of what to do,
and she was like, ‘OK. You could
see the lights go on”

“I pride myself in the passion
and intensity I bring, and I want
to show that I truly care for my
team and the outcome and all
the work we put in,” Hudson
told Today’s Catholic. “T guess
it comes naturally, because I've
always been like that in school,
in sports, in life in general. It
doesn’t just stop on the court”

For Hudson, a 2022 gradu-
ate of Bishop Dwenger High
School, this competitive spirit
isn’t just unmistakable, it’s
contagious — and it’s helped
her Kentucky Wildcats claim
an SEC regular season title, a
conference tournament cham-
pionship, and a No. 2 national
ranking. As Kentucky prepares
for a run at the ultimate prize of
an NCAA title, Hudson con-
tinues her ascent as one of the
top collegiate volleyball players
in the country. The senior was
recently crowned SEC Player of
the Year and selected as one of
14 semifinalists for the national
AVCA Player of the Year award,
which will be announced on
Friday, December 19.

And she’s not done yet.

“Being with these girls 24-7
for basically about a year, and
all the blood, sweat, and tears
that everybody has put into it,
it would just be so amazing for
every single one of them and the
coaching staff [to win a national
championship],” Hudson said.
“We're so close off the court,
which makes it so easy to play
for one another on the court.
This coaching staff truly cares
about us developing as athletes
and as people off the court, and
having people that believe in
me and have really invested in
my future has been a really cool
thing”

A Skillful Saint
Though Hudson’s athleti-
cism was apparent from Day

1, she wasn't always the physi-
cally imposing 6-foot-1 outside
hitter she is today. When she
started playing volleyball at age
11, Stacey remembers Hudson
being “actually kind of small

for a little while” And Stacey
would know - not only did she
play volleyball at Purdue, but
she also coached Hudson and
her younger sister, Audrey, from
fifth through eighth grade at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton School in
Fort Wayne. Once she moved on
to Bishop Dwenger, Hudson be-
gan to stand out in both stature
and ability.

“She just kept growing when
everybody else stopped,” Stacey
said. “I think we always knew
it was in there, but I would say
[the year she turned 15], you
were like, ‘OK, here it comes’
We knew it was coming, but
you could really see her explode
from a skill level”

Her junior year, Hudson was
joined at Dwenger by Audrey,
then a freshman. Their two
years playing together for the
Saints remain a highlight for
both sisters, and Audrey said she
cherished being Hudson’s “little
hype man” at every match.

“There’s no other time where
people from different age groups
get to play on the same team, let
alone siblings, so we always talk
about how cool that was,” Au-
drey said. “She has so much fire
to bring to the court, and I have
a similar personality. There’s a
lot of videos of us just pushing
each other and getting excited,
and it was really fun when our
whole family could come and
watch both of us together”

Of course, Hudson’s junior
season will forever be etched in
both of their minds for another
reason: capturing the program’s
first state title in dramatic fash-
ion. Bishop Dwenger dropped
the first two sets to Brebeuf
but rallied to win three straight
- known as a “reverse sweep”

- and overcame three match
points in the process. Hudson
turned in a historic perfor-
mance, setting the state finals
record for most kills in a five-set
match with 33. It's a memory
that she still ranks in her top
two moments from her entire
athletic career.

“I absolutely loved my time
at Bishop Dwenger;” Hudson
said. “Still to this day, that state
championship team is one of my
favorite teams I have ever played
with. All the memories we made

Provided by the University of Kentucky
University of Kentucky senior Eva Hudson, a Fort Wayne native and graduate of Bishop Dwener High
School, takes a swing against Arkansas during the Wildcats’ 3-0 win on Senior Day, November 16.
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and the obstacles we overcame
have truly helped me continue
on in my college life, knowing
that I can get through stuff like
that. I also kind of found my
confidence at Bishop Dwenger,
especially coming in as a fresh-
man and kind of being on
varsity, kind of not, and realizing
that I really do love the game of
volleyball. And having a base of
people around me to help me
continue to develop my skills has
been super instrumental. T still
talk to most of those girls today,
which is really comforting”
“Our entire team was super
close; those were all of our best
friends at the time,” Audrey
agreed. “My sister was there, my
entire family was there, my mom
was helping coach - it was such
a cool experience because we got
to share it with everybody”
Although the Saints were
unable to repeat as state champs
in Hudson’s senior season, she
still led them to a 30-2 cam-
paign with a conference title.
She finished her high school
career with more than 1,500
kills and was a two-time all-
state selection, as well as the
first three-time winner of the
Glass Spike Award, given each
year to the most outstanding
volleyball player in the Summit
Athletic Conference. On top of
the accolades, Stacey and Jeft
credit Hudson’s time at Dwenger
with helping to develop her

HUDSON, from page 7

Provided by the Hudson family

Eva Hudson competes for the U.S. National Team during the summer of 2024 in the Dominican Republic.

leadership skills and grow as an
individual.

“The environment of
Dwenger for all three of our
kids - the fact that it’s Catholic
and they’re surrounded by that
on a daily basis - is important
to all of them,” explained Jeft.
“Aside from the athletic part, the
school is great, and we've been
more than blessed for them to
go there”

“And God’s part of all of it,
Stacey added. “They pray before
every practice, and they do in-
tentions. You’re not being a part

Provided by the Hudson family

Hudson finished her career at Bishop Dwenger High School with more than 1,500
kills and was a two-time all-state selection.

of something that’s just about
you - it’s a bigger purpose.”

A Bold Boilermaker

When it came time to select a
college, Hudson’s first choice was
Notre Dame. However, when a
coaching change was made six
months before her high school
graduation, Hudson decommit-
ted and opted for her original
second choice, Purdue - and her
impact with the Boilermakers
was immediate.

Hudson became the first
Purdue freshman to ever receive
an AVCA All-America Honor-
able Mention and was named
Big Ten Freshman of the Year.
She went on to lead the entire
Big Ten in total kills in each of
her first three collegiate seasons,
receiving First Team All-Big
Ten honors each year. Hudson
also became the fastest Boil-
ermaker to reach 1,000 career
kills in the rally scoring era. The
national recognition continued,
as Hudson was named to the
AVCA All-America Second
Team in her sophomore and
junior seasons. And on top of all
that, she helped Purdue improve
its record each of her three years
in West Lafayette, finishing 27-7
in 2024 and reaching the NCAA
regional semifinals twice.

Yet, when asked which of
her countless accomplishments
she is most proud of, Hudson
humbly referenced her ability to
fight through herniated discs in
her spine and encourage others
experiencing similar injuries.

“I was out for a summer and
continuously battling that pain,”
Hudson said. “So being able to
continue to persevere despite
that, and also being able to relate
with other people who have had
injuries and be able to help them
through that and continue to

rehab through that, I think has
been really important to me. I
think that would probably be the
one thing I'm pretty proud of”

She’s also not too proud for
advice, both in giving it and re-
ceiving it. Audrey, now wrapping
up her sophomore volleyball
season at Wright State, said she
loves picking her older sister’s
brain since Eva has a leg up on
experience.

“Being a Division I athlete
is so fun, and we’re so blessed

to have that, but it can be re-
ally difficult

back?” said Stacey. “And she’s
pretty good about telling me”

A Winning Wildcat

At the conclusion of her
junior season, Eva made the
difficult decision to leave Purdue
due to “some behind the scenes
things that were not being ad-
dressed and not super great for
all the players on that team.” She
also felt like she was hitting her
ceiling there but knew she had
more potential if given the tools
for further development, so she
entered the transfer portal.

“What I was looking for in
a program was a program that
develops their players and knew
how to win,” explained Hudson.
“Kentucky had recently won a
national championship at that
point, and I knew [head coach]
Craig [Skinner] had won eight
SEC titles in a row, so I knew
he could develop me into the
player I wanted to be and also
be surrounded by girls who love
the game and wanted the same
goals as me. I couldn’t be more
grateful. Really, I was fearful of
having regrets, and this team has
just made it such an amazing
experience.”

Hudson’s senior season has
been one to remember, both
individually and as a team.
Despite playing against all four
of the Final Four teams from
2024, Kentucky is entering the

NCAA tourna-

sometimes,
so I think
that’s good
to have,”
Audrey said
of trusted
advice. “I can
be like, ‘Man,

“I was able to find a com-
munity at one of the local
Catholic churches, and it
has truly just brought a
peace to me. When I have

ment with a
record of 25-2
after capturing
a ninth straight
SEC title. In

the conference-
clinching match
vs. Oklahoma,

Eva,I'm Hudson reg-
really bu’rnt a bad game, I know that  istered her

out here, and ) 2,000th career
she’s like, [ can always rely on Him  kill, becoming
‘Yeah, that " » the only active
kind of hap- and that it's Okay' player in Divi-
pens this part EVA HUDSON sion I volleyball

of the season;

to achieve such

you've got

to push through’ Those kind of
things are nice to have, because
if I didn’t have anyone who re-
lated, it would be a lot harder for
me to go through”

And although Stacey claims
Eva “knows the game better
than I do” now, her daughter still
turns to her first volleyball coach
from time to time.

“There have been moments
over the years where there are
tough emotional things, and
I ask her, ‘Do you want me to
wear the coach hat, or the mom
hat? What do you need from me
right now? Do you just need me
to love on you and be present, or
do you want criticism and feed-

a feat. She also
set a school record for the most
kills in a three-set match with 28
versus Washington.

And on Hudson’ senior day
in Lexington, the Wildcats swept
Arkansas to finish a perfect 15-0
in SEC play. It was an emotional
day for all 16 of her extended
family members who came to
watch, but most of all for Stacey
and Jeft, who acknowledged they
are blessed to have the flex-
ibility and the means to have
been there for every step of the
journey.

“When I saw the video tribute
that the players put together,

I just really lost it listening to
those girls talk about not just
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Eva Hudson poses with her family during Senior Day at the University of Kentucky.

Eva as the player but Eva as the
person,” recalled Stacey. “And
then watching in the middle of
that video, they showed high-
lights of her playing - it just
welled up with emotion about
how proud we are of her, but not
just the player but the person,
and how amazing it’s been going
on this journey with her and
how blessed we are that we get to
be her parents and be part of it

“It’s been a long journey, even
though in the grand scheme of
things, it’s relatively short,” said
Jeff. “To see her perform at that
level so often is pretty amazing,
really. She’s in a select few who
can do that”

“My parents come to basically
every match they can,” Hudson
glowed. “I know at Purdue,
they were basically at every
single game because it was super
close, and they could get there
in one day and back. At Ken-
tucky, they’re here almost every
weekend, honestly ... I couldn’t
do it without them. Both sets of
grandparents are always at every
game or texting me after, and it’s
just so special”

For Audrey, who attended
Eva’s senior day and watches as
many of her matches as possible,
it’s equally gratifying.

“It’s crazy when I'm watch-
ing her on TV, and I'm like,
“That’s my sister!” We used to
fight over clothes growing up,
and now she’s on national TV
and on her way - hopefully - to
a national title, fingers crossed,”
Audrey said. “I'm really proud
of her, and being on the inside
and knowing her so well, I know
how hard she works every day
for this, and it’s 100 percent de-
served. I don’t know anyone who
works harder”

The hard work was on display
in Savannah, Georgia, the fol-

“It’s that underlying
calmness ... you hope
that your faith helps you
to deal with those bumps
— not get too high with
the highs and not get too
low in the lows in life. To
have that sense of secu-
rity in her faith is great.

JEFF HUDSON

lowing week, where Eva and her
teammates plowed through the
conference tournament. The
Wildcats capped off their run
on Tuesday, November 25, with
a reverse sweep of No. 3 Texas
in which they fought off three
championship points — just like
her Saints did to win the 2020
state championship. Naturally,
Hudson led the way versus the
Longhorns with 25 kills.

A Faithful Follower

Throughout her career, faith
has been a constant for Hudson,
especially amid the challenges
that come with being a high-
level athlete.

First, there’s the time com-
mitment - not just practices and
games but travel, film sessions,
and post-practice treatments.
Then, there’s the academic
strain - repeatedly missing class
for travel, communicating with
professors constantly, and main-
taining a GPA to remain eligible.
And don’t forget the constant
expectations to perform under
pressure, both from outside
voices and from social media,
where judgments and misinfor-

mation run rampant. The anti-
dote to all of this, Hudson has
found, is keeping a firm grasp of
the Lord’s hand.

“It’s that underlying calm-
ness,” Jeff said of Hudson’s faith.
“She’s been through some tough
times. I mean, obviously, she’s
been very successful, but there’s
been a lot of bumps in the road,
and you hope that your faith
helps you deal with those bumps
- not get too high with the highs
and not get too low with the
lows in life. To have that sense of
security with her faith is great”

Hudson added: “My fresh-
man year, I kind of struggled
with questions about the faith.
Especially being on your own at
first; it’s a little scary. But I was
able to find a community at one
of the local Catholic churches,
and it has truly just brought a
peace to me. When I have a bad
game, I know that I can always
rely on Him and that it’s OK. My

sense of self is not based on a
performance, and I think that’s
really hard sometimes, especially
when your life revolves around
a sport”

Stacey said she’s been able to
see the ways in which faith has
given Hudson grounding and
understanding, since she knows
that God is always there for her.

“She really depends on the
Holy Spirit to guide her in her
prayer life,” Stacey said. “And
she’s very patient about wait-
ing for what she believes are the
answers to what she’s been ask-
ing for and praying about. I've
been very impressed with her as
a young adult still depending on
her faith and actually living it
and walking with it”

Kentucky has even provided
an environment for living this
faith, one that Hudson and her
teammates have taken advantage
of.

“My team here at Kentucky;,
before every game, we do a little
Bible study together,” said Hud-
son. “We really bonded through
that, and one of our assistant
coaches leads that and does a
little reflection. I think it really
gives a calm to everybody to
know that there’s a bigger pur-
pose and let God do His thing”

A Promising Pro

With Hudson’s talent and
drive, there’s no telling how far
her volleyball career will take
her. She has plans to play profes-
sionally after college, with a goal
of one day qualifying for the U.S.
Olympic volleyball squad. Eva
has already gotten a taste of rep-
resenting her country as a part
of the 2024 U.S. Women’s Na-
tional Team, in which collegiate
players from across the country
competed at the NORCECA Pan
American Cup in Santo Domin-

go, Dominican Republic. The
United States defeated Mexico,
Canada, and Puerto Rico before
falling to the Olympic-qualified
Dominican Republic team in the
gold medal match.

“International volleyball is
just a whole different level,”
Hudson said of playing in the
Dominican Republic. “The
crowd was absolutely nuts — I
couldn’t even hear my coach
in a huddle; he had to do sign
language just to get any sort of
information out. It was just so
cool to be able to play in an at-
mosphere like that and feel that
crazy energy, but also to be on a
team where that didn't faze us,
and we continued to lean on one
another when times got hard. ...
Being able to compete with USA
on your chest is just a different
honor that I can’t even explain”

First, however, Hudson has
one final run as a Wildcat - one
final push for an NCAA title.
Kentucky opens the tournament
as the No. 2 overall seed, hosting
Wofford in an opening round
match on Thursday, December 4.

Time to dial up the intensity
one last time.

“You can see, when you watch
her play, the ticked-oft Eva, the
angry Eva,” Stacey noted. “You
just see there’s a switch that goes
on. And she’s always competi-
tive, but she has another level.

A lot of people can say they’re
competitive in how they’re
ticked off by the last play or
whatever, but then they don’t
play better. And she can play
better, which is amazing to me,
because everyone’s like, ‘Oh,
there’s the Eva with the swagger’
You see it coming”

Over the years, many have
seen it coming. Few have been
able to stop it.

Swagger away, Eva.

Hudson, center, celebrates with her teammates after winning a point during the Senior Day match vs. Arkansas.
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growth. Likewise, we form good
habits and perform good actions
only after a long period of inten-
tional formation. As the Lord Je-
sus says, ‘A good tree cannot bear
bad fruit, nor can a rotten tree bear
good fruit” (Matthew 7:18). Be-
coming a good tree, a good man,
or agood woman takes time. There
are no shortcuts to fruitfulness.
All this talk of fruit and trees,
however, belies the context of
this Sunday’s Gospel: the desert.
Deserts are defined by their ex-
treme temperatures and lack of
vegetation. If producing fruit is
an arduous process in normal
contexts, it is almost impossible
in the desert. We typically associ-
ate the desert with the season of
Lent, yet we find ourselves “in the
desert of Judea” here in the sec-
ond week of Advent. And, indeed,
the shorter, darker, colder days
of December can sometimes feel
like a desert. A 2022 poll found
that declining mood may affect
38 percent of Americans in the
winter, with symptoms including
loss of interest in normal activi-
ties, trouble sleeping, and fatigue.
These symptoms seem to increase
in more northern and more rural
areas, which certainly describes

may seem a far cry from the Ju-
dean desert, but it may feel just as
fruitless on our worst winter days.

How, then, do we overcome the
challenge of the “winter desert” to
produce the fruit that Christ is
asking of us this Advent?

First, we might consider adjust-
ing our sleep schedule to match
the reduced sunlight of winter.
On June 20, the summer solstice,
South Bend had more than 15
hours of sunlight. On December
7, there will only be an estimated
9 hours and 40 minutes! This shift
significantly affects our circadian
rhythm, the body’s internal 24-
hour clock, and naturally makes
our bodies require more sleep in
the wintertime. We do not need to
fight our bodies here. Setting an
earlier bedtime and getting more
sleep each day can make our Ad-
vent much more fruitful.

Next, taking a cue from this
Sunday’s second reading, we can
make plans to “welcome one an-
other ... as Christ welcomed you,
for the glory of God” (Romans
15:7). Extending hospitality to
loved ones is a common and com-
mendable part of the holiday sea-
son, and many “Christmas” parties
for work or school occur through-
out Advent. But these are no re-

intentional faith-sharing that must
sustain any Christian life. This can
happen within our families, espe-
cially through prayer in using the
Advent wreath. It can also happen
in Bible studies or small groups
that meet at the parish. It can even
happen over a quick lunch or cof-
fee with a brother or sister in Christ
with whom you haven't caught up
for a while. It is this deeper, more
personal fellowship that allows us
to experience the larger festivi-
ties of Advent and Christmas in a
fruitful way.

Finally, we can prayerfully of-
fer up our seasonal sufferings as
penance, both for ourselves and
for others in need of conversion.
Like the Pharisees and Sadducees
in the Gospel, we likely know
someone in need of a wholesale
revision of life. Maybe that some-
one is you. Either way, this revi-
sion can only happen by God’s
grace. Our penances — freely em-
braced and prayerfully offered
- can become conduits of that
grace. They can become, in the
hands of the Lord, “fruits worthy
of repentance”

Father Zane Langenbrunner is pa-
rochial vicar at St. Vincent de Paul

Catholic Church in Fort Wayne.
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The Knights had two more scor-
ing opportunities in the second
quarter, but a fumble inside the Ca-
dets’ 5-yard line and a turnover on
downs in Cascade territory snuffed
out promising drives. However, the
Luers defense held the Cadets to a
field goal in the final seconds of the
half, and the Knights trailed 22-7 at
the break.

“This game can smack you in
the face;” Lindsay said. “For [the
Luers defense] to scoop themselves
up and give us a chance - they gave
the offense a chance to make this
a game. Ultimately, it really was a
tight game. Just to get that stand
there and force him to a field goal
right before half is just another
example of that resiliency”

After a scoreless third quarter,
Epperson found the endzone again
with 7:18 left in regulation - this
time on a 2-yard run in which the
entire offensive line exerted its will
and pushed the pile across the goal
line.

“I got the ball, and they started
pushing me in, and I was in - but
then I got pushed back out, and
then I got pushed back in;” Epper-
son said after the game. “I've never
had it happen like that before; it
was really cool. Props to my of-
fensive line for giving me that extra
push and effort”

This display of determination
made it a one-score game at 22-14,
and a defensive stop could give
Bishop Luers a chance at a game-
tying touchdown and two-point
conversion. Facing a fourth-and-
six, Cascade quarterback Brady
Trebley rolled out and found J.T.
Roshong for a 7-yard completion
to keep the ball away from the
Knights. Moments later, Dayton
Mink scored his second rushing
touchdown of the game to seal the
win for the Cadets.

For Bishop Luers, sophomore
Brandon Gaither, Jr. led the rush-
ing attack with 19 carries for 99
yards, while Epperson rushed
17 times for 94 yards. Reichert
finished 10-of-17 passing for 142
yards, while Gaither Jr. and Nate
Javins hauled in three receptions

Photos by Joe Romie

Bishop Luers receiver Dereon Carswell tries to run past a defender
during the Class 3A state title game on Friday, November 29.

Running back Brandon Gaither carries the ball for the Knights at
Lucas 0il Stadium during the Class 3A state championship game.

apiece. However, the spirit and
toughness the Knights exhibited
throughout the game went beyond
the numbers.

“I couldn’t be prouder of a
group of kids that have battled
through adversity;” Lindsay said.
“They never gave up, they just kept
slugging all year, and that’s the
reason that we got to the stage in
the first place. Their ability to just
stick together and - we talk about
it all the time - just focus on the
next rep; you have to put the last
one behind you. Control what you

can control. That's been a message
we've fully communicated to the
kids ever since they were freshmen.
It stinks whenever you get here and
lose, but the journey is more than
half the enjoyment, what it took to
get here”

“I'm so proud of everybody,’
echoed Epperson. “We just fight;
we keep going. Not a lot of people
get to be here, so we're blessed. You
know, it’s all God’s will for us to be
here. Even though we didn’t get
what we wanted, we really can’t be
that mad at the situation”

A0
Now with three offices serving

all of northern Indiana!

Call toll-free

844-866 CARE (2273)

“God loves us, God loves you all, and evil will not prevail!
— Pope Leo’s Apostolic Blessing Urbi et Orbi, May 8, 2025.
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Soap for the Nation’s Potty Mc Mouth

tasted soap once, and it was
enough.

At a rather tender age, I must
have sassed my mom. I don't re-
member the crime, but I remem-
ber the punishment: getting my
mouth washed out with soap. It
left an impression.

As we enter the Christmas
season this year, I can’t help but
think Santa Claus could do worse
than leave a bar of soap in our
nation’s collective stocking.

On the airwaves, from our
comedians, from our politicians,
even from our president, there
are F-bombs galore. The same
with many TV series and movies
we stream. The minority leader
of the U.S. Senate released a video
message during the government
shutdown using a word as a
point of emphasis, as if somehow
the rest of his message was not
enough.

Take the example of John Oli-
ver. On his weekly HBO show, he
can do impressive reporting on
such topics as public media and
Medicare, but to listen to him,
you must wade through a deluge
of what now are quaintly called
“obscenities” The deluge doesn’t
add anything to the reporting,
but it seems to impart some sort
of seal of authenticity on the
content and is usually rewarded
with laughter and applause from
the audience.

There is a coarsening of our
public speech that is impacting
all of us. One hears it in public

conversations. One hears it from
parents talking to their children
and children talking to their
parents. It has become acceptable
as mainstream discourse - a kind
of linguistic punctuation mark to
communicate anger or enthusi-
asm or simply (WTF) astonish-
ment.

This coarsening of our public
discourse has seeped into our
politics. When the president
of the United States called a
reporter he didn't like “piggy;” the
White House defended his insult
as “frankness”

Insults, whether on our
children’s playgrounds or in
social media postings or in the
White House press room are
not examples of frankness. They
are simply insults inappropriate
for any leader or gentleman.

The challenge, of course, is
that one cannot simply mandate
that everyone else stop using
these words, these slurs and
insults. And when one is swim-
ming in a sea of verbal sewage, it
is hard not to pick up the stink.

I speak from uncomfortable
experience, for I've found that
the more I'm exposed to such
language, the more I am likely
to use it in moments of anger,
enthusiasm, or astonishment.

Last Lent, it was even one of
my resolutions to dial back on
what is even more quaintly called
“cuss words?” It was a resolve I
struggled with. But since it is
increasingly difficult to avoid

AMID
THE FRAY

GREG ERLANDSON

its usage by others, the solution
most of us are left with is how to
change our own speech.

That may mean recovering ex-
pressions of anger, enthusiasm, or
astonishment from an older, more
genteel period. We could start
a national movement to bring
back “Holy cow;” or “Judas priest”
(my dad’s favorite) or “golly” (my
uncles). Even the use of the word
“frickin” could be a transitional
step back, as could be “shoot”

We need a verbal equivalent of
the “#@%&*!” that one finds on
the comics page. In the movie “A
Christmas Story;” Ralphie’s dad
muttered a string of unintelligible
syllables signifying his deep dis-
pleasure, and the scene was the
funnier for it.

This Advent, as we barrel
toward Christmas, let's make an
early resolution to dial back the
potty mouth. If you don't suffer
from this disease, you are blessed.
For the rest of us, well, good golly,
what better time to start?

Greg Erlandson is an award-win-
ning Catholic publisher, editor,
and journalist whose column

appears monthly at OSV News.

The Joy of Simplifying

few years ago, Marie

Kondo, a Japanese orga-
nizing consultant, established
a career by encouraging people
to declutter.

“What gives me joy?” she
told us to ask ourselves. If it
doesn’t give you joy, out it goes.

I've repeated that little
mantra, often with a touch
of sarcasm, as I prepare our
old house for a major interior
paint job. Everything comes off
the walls and shelves; nothing
remains on the counters.

We're stripping rooms to
only the furniture the painters
can easily cover. Everything
else migrates to the attic, where
I ask the in-

FEELING
T

EFFIE CALDAROLA

and the approach of winter stirs
something within me.

Maybe in part it’s the turmoil
in our country and world right
now. It’s a time of seeing things
pass, of letting go, of feeling a
sense of uncertainty. I watch the
lush green foliage that climbs up
my neighbor’s garage. It turned
bright red, then its leaves wilted

and fell. Now

evitable ques- only the naked
tion, “Where PP stems remain.
does all this . s?e opportunity 1.n t%le This is the
stuff come paring down, the digging  cycle of life, I
from?” Pho- remind myself.

tos, clothes,
knick-knacks,
piles of books,
souvenirs,
gifts, family

through the junk to find the
essentials, whether in my
overburned attic or in my

overburdened soul.

Things pass
away. I feel that
cycle now more
clearly as I get
older. I don’t

memorabilia.

Moving
everything around has pro-
pelled me to want to declutter.
Organize. Get rid of “stuft” And
decide — what’s treasure and
what’s “stuft?”

During this Advent season,
this project becomes spiritual as
well as material.

I have a spot by the window
where I pray in the morning,

say thatin a

gloomy way;

I see opportunity in the par-

ing down, the digging through

the junk to find the essentials,

whether in my overburdened at-

tic or in my overburdened soul.
And my faith teaches me to

remember that seeds are falling

CALDAROLA, page 13

]ohn the Baptist Points the Way to Our I

THE
SUNDAY
GOSPEL

MONSIGNOR OWEN F. CAMPION

Once again, the first section
of the Book of Isaiah pro-
vides the first biblical reading.
This weekend’s reading is in
the same mood as that of last
week. Isaiah was very unhappy
with the turn of events of his
time. As was so often the case
with the ancient Hebrew proph-
ets, Isaiah saw the misfortunes
facing his people as the results of
their own disloyalty to God.
While direct and uncompro-
mising, his words were not men-
acing or hostile. Rather, they
were reassuring. They declared
the prophet’s firm belief that
despite the sins of the people
God would not forsake them.
Furthermore, in due time, God’s
holy will would be vindicated.

Wrongs would be corrected.
Errors would be handled. Justice
and peace would prevail.

St. Paul’s Epistle to the Ro-
mans supplies the second read-
ing this weekend.

In this reading, the apostle
Paul repeats the basic message
given earlier by Isaiah. It is a
testimony to God’s love. Paul de-
scribes God as the source of all
patience, sound judgment, and
encouragement. Despite human
failings, God is constant in love
and care.

For its third reading, the
Church offers us a passage from
the Gospel of Matthew. The
central figure is John the Baptist,
mentioned in Luke as the child
of Elizabeth and Zechariah.

From the earliest days of
Christianity, John the Baptist has
been a favorite figure. His abso-
lute personal dedication to God
has made him a model for the

devout since the first century A.D.

By journeying to the place
where he encountered Pharisees

and Sadducees, religious experts,
likely few of them his admirers,
John showed that he was on a
critical mission - to prepare the
way for Jesus. Travel in ancient
Palestine was understandably
rare. It was undertaken with a
serious purpose in mind.

John never sugar-coated the
failings of people or the stub-
bornness of some in his de-
mands that the people reform.
In this reading, he chastises
his listeners, in effect, for their
pride and self-interest. Their lack
of true devotion to God only
strengthens and protracts the
reign of sin in the land. Thus,
their personal shortcomings add
to the burdens weighing heavily
upon the entire society.

He challenges the people to
purge themselves of this self-in-
terest and humbly to turn to God.

Reflection

As we progress through
Advent, the Church calls us to
make ourselves worthy of receiv-

Lord, Jesus Christ

ing God. Advent’s purpose is not
just to plan for a memorial of
Christ’s birth. It is primarily to
make our hearts fitting dwelling
places for the Lord. To be fitting
dwelling places, we must rid
ourselves of our sins.

Advent calls us to this very
resolve, to confront our own sins
and to turn away from sin. As
an example, John himself was
stark and direct, absolutely and
completely committed to God.

To realize our personal
sinfulness, and the sinfulness of
the world, we, too, be resolute,
making no excuses for ourselves.
We must be frank with our-
selves. Frankness comes only in
humility.

By placing John the Baptist
before us, the Church urges us
personally to put first things
first. Our goal must be union
with God. Following our self-
interests — and self-deception -
lead us away from God.

God will empower us in our
quest for holiness. God will be

our strength and guide. He loves
us and forgives us.

READINGS

Sunday: Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalms
72:1-2,7-8,12-13, 17; Romans
15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12

Monday: Genesis 3:9-15, 20;
Psalms 98:1-4; Ephesians 1:3-6,
11-12; Luke 1:26-38

Tuesday: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm
96:1-2, 3, 10ac, 11-12, 13; Mat-
thew 18:12-14

Wednesday: Isaiah 40:25-31;
Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10;
Matthew 11:28-30

Thursday: Isaiah41:13-20; Psalm
145:1,9, 10-11, 12-13ab; Mat-
thew 11:11-15

Friday: Zechariah 2:14-17 or
Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
(Responsorial psalm) Judith
13:18bcde, 19; Luke 1:26-38 or
Luke 1:39-47

Saturday: Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11;
Psalm 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;
Matthew 17:9a, 10-13
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Listening for the Holy Spirit

he sun was setting by the

time wed reached consen-
sus on our Christmas tree. We'd
decided on a cedar that hadn’t
been anyone’s first choice -
safely neutral, conflict averted.

Now, we were dragging it
home in the dark - tired, cold,
and hungry. Suddenly, we
heard a shimmering sound in
the top of the swaying pines. It
was different from the start-
and-stop rustle of wind in oak
leaves. The pines were sing-
ing, steady and smooth, their
densely packed needles turned
to reeds.

We paused our homeward
trek, standing still and letting
the sound wash over us.

Later, eager to confirm what
wed heard, I took to Google.
Was it true? Were pines dis-
tinctly suited to make music?

Yes, I learned - and the
Transcendentalists were
enchanted by it. Ralph Waldo
Emerson captured it well in his
1836 essay “Nature,” writing,
“The pine blows its own sweet
music when the wind sweeps
through it” His protégé, Henry
David Thoreau, described it in
his journal, writing: “There is
no finer music than the wind
in the pine tops. It is the earth’s
own breath, sweet and power-
ful, sighing through the forest.”

I read on.

Anne of Green Gables — one
of my favorite literary hero-
ines — finds comfort in singing
pines. In Book 3 of L.M. Mont-
gomery’s beloved series, “Anne
of the Island,” Anne returns
to Green Gables, homesick
and weary, and soaks up the
“passionate wind-songs in the
pines”

My next discovery delighted
my inner etymology nerd.
There’s actually a word for the
sound of wind rustling through
trees: psithurism. It’s an archaic
word with a Greek root, psithu-
ros, meaning whispering.

Isn’t that a lovely concept?
Whispering wind.

At only a whisper, we may
easily miss its lyrical song.

We embrace the spirit of
Advent when we pause from
our march

TWENTY
SOMETHING

CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

We can't see the Holy Spirit,
but we can feel it and hear
it. And like pines swaying in
wind, we can see it moving
those around us.

to enjoy

the view. We embrace the spirit of
When our

instinct is Advent when we pause
tohurry  from our march to enjoy the
up and . S
look down, View. When our instinct is
itisgood  to hurry up and look down,
to slow .

down and it is good to slow down and
look up. look up.

We release

The Gospel writer
John tried to cap-
ture this mystery,
writing: “The
wind blows where
it wills, and you
can hear the sound
it makes, but

you do not know
where it comes
from or where it
goes. So it is with

our screens
and our agendas and gaze into
the heavens - available, at-
tuned.

In an era of mindless
scrolling and swiping, paying
attention is a spiritual exercise.
It allows us to see the sacred
in our midst - the dignity of
every person, the glory of God’s
creation, pine needle by pine
needle. When we pay attention,
we process the world as we are
intended to, with all our senses
and grateful hearts. We remem-
ber we aren’t machines and life
isn’t a hamster wheel.

Only then are we able to
sense the movement of the
Holy Spirit, which Scripture
likens to wind. (The Greek
word for spirit is pneuma,
meaning wind or breath.)

everyone who is
born of the Spirit” (Jn 3:8).

Twice this month I've inter-
viewed Catholic leaders who
spoke to the power of the Holy
Spirit. It was a striking part of
their ministry, opening doors
at just the right time, providing
the clue, the key, the cash.

“It’'s been amazingly consis-
tent,” one woman told me. “You
know it when you experience it,
and I believe it”

Amid our many December
to-dos, may we listen for the
Holy Spirit, whispering like
wind. May we know it and
believe.

Chrstina Capecchi is a freelance
writer from Grey Cloud Island, Min-
nesota.

SCRIPTURE SEARCHo
Gospel for December 7, 2025
Matthew 3:1-12
Following is a word search based on the Gospel
reading for the Second Sunday of Advent, Cycle A:
the appearance of John the Baptist. The words can
be found in all directions in the puzzle.
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CALDAROLA, from page 12

into the dormant soil, seeds of
rebirth.

Lately, I have begun praying
each morning with the day’s
Scripture. I read slowly, and I
stop when something touches
me specifically. Some days, I
find the readings less inspir-
ing or more difficult than other
days, but I dig for the nuggets,
and I let the prayer follow.

St. Paul tells me, “The Spirit
comes to the aid of our weak-
ness; for we do not know how
to pray as we ought, but the
Spirit intercedes with inexpress-
ible groanings”

I sense that groaning as the
darkness encroaches and the
air grows colder. I sense it as I

peruse my attic room. How can
I connect my morning prayer
to this room, this collection of
my life? How can I know what
to let go?

Recently, I gave a friend
some old issues of a Catho-
lic magazine. I still had them
tucked away as I was going
to “finish” them ... someday.
She was delighted. Move on, I
reminded myself. The next issue
will be in the mailbox soon.

Simplify, my prayer tells me.
As Christmas beckons, I face
the inevitable shopping list, and
I pray about how to pare down,
to simplify, to make gifting
more about experiences than
about more plastic and more
stuff. This is an environmental
and moral issue.

Sort, throw, save, give away.
Make room for those things
valued most. As I write these
words, I see how they pertain
both to the clutter and detritus
of my material goods but also
to the clutter of my interior life,
my soul.

Buy less. Give more. Worry
less. Pray more.

There’s peace in sitting in
the morning silence, seeing the
naked stems of a once flourish-
ing plant and realizing this, too,
brings me joy.

Effie Caldarola is a wife, mom, and
grandmother who received her
master’s degree in pastoral stud-
ies from Seattle University. She
writes for OSV News.
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An Easy Morning with Pope Leo in Indianapolis

BY KATIE PREJEAN McGRADY

hen Christina Lamas called

me in August and invited
me to moderate the conversation
with Pope Leo XIV at the National
Catholic Youth Conference in
Indianapolis, a phrase immedi-
ately came to my mind for how I'd
like the hour with the Holy Father
to unfold: with ease. I wanted it
to flow smoothly, logistically of
course, but also conversationally.

I wanted both him and me,
the five young people, the thou-
sands inside Lucas Oil Stadium,
and the millions more watching
around the world to feel as if we
were all sitting down in a comfy
room and just having a chat. I
wanted it to feel easy, knowing
full well the hard work wed all
put in. I wanted it to be familiar
and natural so that it could be
profoundly inspiring as the vicar
of Christ spoke with the young
Church.

There’s a moment in every in-
terview that I wait for, hoping T'll
be able to spot it quickly and hold
onto it for the rest of the conversa-
tion. It's the moment when my
guest settles in, and it becomes
easy. They subtly lean back in their
chair, or they rest their elbows on
the desk or table where theyre
sitting. They get comfortable,
relaxed, knowing it’s good that we
are there, talking together, sharing
our hearts.

In the case of one (quite
famous) guest, she pulled her leg
up into her chair and crouched
throughout our chat. She got
cozy and then proceeded to stay
in the studio for over an hour.
Another time, a guest clearly had
someone standing at his office
door, and when I said it was OK
ifhe needed a minute to handle
the distraction, he ushered his
son over, introduced us, and then
quickly chatted with him about a
homework assignment before re-
turning to our conversation. They
settle in, and I know they feel safe;

they’re sharing authentically, and
I have the privilege of guiding us
through.

I was hoping wed get a “settle
in” moment with our Holy Father
during the historic live conversa-
tion. I prayed for it, prepared for
it, and kept a close eye to see when
it would happen.

And on Friday, November 21,
in Lucas Oil Stadium, in front of
16,000 young people with millions
more watching around the world,
at about the 24-minute mark,
we got it. T knew Pope Leo had
settled in. He leaned back in his
chair as Chris, a young man from
Las Vegas, Nevada, shared about
sometimes scrolling endlessly on
his phone and how he and other
young people could navigate using
the modern tech we all have in
healthy, and maybe even Godly,
ways.

As Pope Leo listened, he softly
smiled and leaned back in his
chair. A chair, mind you, that was
set up in a room in the Apostolic
Palace, thousands of miles away in
Rome. But a chair that somehow
also felt like it was just his comfy
couch, and we were all sitting
down, right there, for a chat with
our Papa.

Through the marvel of technol-
ogy, the beautiful collaboration
between Vatican Media, the
National Federation of Catholic
Youth Ministry, and EWTN,
and the heartfelt questions asked
by young people selected from
around the country to represent
their peers, somehow; a football
stadium in Indianapolis and a
room in the Vatican felt like a
familiar, warm and welcoming
living room.

Hours upon hours were spent
preparing for this moment, with
a precision to the details that I
can't even begin to fully capture.
Numerous Zoom calls were held,
mostly with dozens of teenagers
from around the country, listen-
ing to their stories, their thoughts,
and compiling their questions and
what theyd like to share with the

Christopher Pantelakis from the Archdiocese of Las Vegas stands on stage with host
Katie Prejean McGrady, left, during the live digital encounter with Pope Leo XIV dur-
ing the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis on Friday, November 21.

Photos by Scott Warden

Pope Leo XIV speaks from Rome during a live encounter with attendees of the National Catholic Youth Conference at Lucas Oil
Stadium in Indianapolis on Friday, November 21.

pope directly.

Those conversations were the
jumping off point for our ques-
tions and the themes of the con-
versation, crafted in collaborations
so that the voices of many teens
would be heard as we spoke with
Pope Leo. Multiple tech checks
were run, with new technology
incorporated for camera angles
and direct feeds, including triple
backups in case there was a glitch,
double feeds for audio, and even
talk of setting up a dedicated satel-
lite at one point, just to be safe.

There were meetings with the
Holy Father himself, to get a sense
of what he hoped would come
from this encounter, and to gauge
his willingness to do something
new and fresh with the young
Church of today. He was not only
willing, he was thrilled.

And it all paid off, many times
over, when at the 24-minute mark,
after all the formal greetings and
the raucous cheers, with a few
opening dad jokes about socks
(White Sox) and Wordle (entirely
off the cuff because he had no idea
how I was going to set him up to
begin the conversation), and then
after answering a couple questions
from two amazing teens, Mia and
Ezequiel, and my totally spontane-
ous “tell me about what you do
when you're distracted” question
that I knew would help us segue
into the next part of the conver-
sation, Pope Leo leaned back,
smiled, and settled in.

I knew we had him. He was at
ease, and so were we.

Pope Leo wasn't just off in
Rome, fitting us in on the list of
“things to do” on his Friday after-
noon (which, if you look closely,
appears to also include a haircut,
if his buzzed hair on Saturday
morning is any indication of his

after-NCYC plans). He was with
us, live, and so happy to be there,
and it truly felt like an in-person
experience.

As it unfolded, and we moved
from topic to topic, and the
conversation flowed easily and
without any glitches, I couldn’t
help but think to myself, this is all
I wanted. Sure, someday I want
this to happen in person, with the
pope visiting America and show-
ing us his energy and heart and
dynamism here, but, my good-
ness, this is happening right now,
and everyone around the world
is experiencing what we are ex-
periencing with us: the warmth,
humor, kindness, and wisdom of
the remarkable man the Lord has
given to us in this moment in our
Church.

I could write a thousand words
about the “vibes” of the conversa-
tion we had with Pope Leo at the
National Catholic Youth Confer-
ence. The entire stadium was
simultaneously electric and buzz-
ing, emotional and deeply moved,
perfectly still and locked in, and
warm and inviting.

Teens were taking notes. Adults
were snapping photos. Bishops
were nodding along to answers.
Everyone was smiling. Every
young person I spoke to after had
a different key line that stuck out
to them from what the pope had
shared, and every adult was chal-
lenged to do what the Holy Father
had just done: talk with and share
authentically with those around
us. People from far and wide,
around the world, were blowing
up my phone, because those not
in Lucas Oil Stadium were watch-
ing and hearing it just like us, and
the pope was speaking to them,
too.

If the ultimate fruit of this hour

with our Holy Father is that we'll
all talk and listen more to one
another, then praise the Lord. If
the pope can dialogue with young
people and share wisdom and ad-
vice while listening to what they’re
experiencing in their day-to-day
then we all can.

If the pope can settle in and
become entirely comfortable with
an authentic conversation that
cuts right to the heart, then may-
be all of us can be just as vulner-
able and open to true encounters
that aren’t just a show or perfor-
mance but are an exchange - true
heart speaks to heart moments
that can change lives. And if,
beyond that, young people come
to more fully realize that they are
called to know Jesus personally,
talk to Him intimately, prioritize
Him daily, and share Him boldly,
then even better.

Upon concluding our visit
with the Holy Father, I stepped
off the stage and just soaked in
the moment, looking around the
room at the smiles on everyone’s
faces. And as tears began to well
up in my eyes, the emotion of the
moment finally fully hitting me
now that the hard part was over,
the pope’s apostolic nuncio to the
United States, Cardinal Chris-
tophe Pierre, beaming, pulled me
into a hug. “With such ease, my
dear!” he proclaimed. “Fantastic!”

Katie Prejean McGrady is a
speaker, author, and host of “The
Katie McGrady Show” on the
Catholic Channel on Sirius XM.
She lives in Louisiana with her
husband, daughters, and a grumpy
old dog, working on podcasts (‘Ave
Explores” and the OSV original
podcast “Like a Mother”), writing,
and occasionally traveling to share
the Gospel.
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DECEMBER 7

Light in the Darkness Advent Concert

5-6:15p.m.

HUNTINGTON - A special Advent concert featuring
Catholic composer and artist Francesca La Rosa will
be held at SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, 860
Cherry Street. Doors open at 4:15 p.m., with limited
seating. This free, bilingual concert will showcase
Francesca La Rosa’s beautiful music.

DECEMBER 9
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12-5p.m.

FORT WAYNE - Enjoy the beauty and history of the
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University of Saint Francis'Brookside Mansion, 2701
Spring Street. Decorated Christmas trees and Nativ-

ity scenes will be on display. This is a self-guided tour
with university volunteers present throughout to share
historical information about this beautiful facility.

DECEMBER 13

Advent Lessons and Carols

2:30-3:30 p.m.

FORT WAYNE - Learn sacred music, Scripture, and
prayer at Most Precious Blood Catholic Church, 1515
Barthold Street. The event is free and open to the pub-

Lois Marie Jewell, 78, St. Stanislaus
Bishop and Martyr
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Edward D. Mayo, 92, Sacred Heart
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meet him at the end of our earthly journey,
we shall rejoice with him and with our
loved ones who have gone before us.”
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Senior Nick Tippmann, left, celebrates after AJ Shefferly scores on a fake field goal in the fourth quarter of Bishop Dwenger’s
victory over Roncalli in the Class 4A state championship game at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis on Saturday, November 29.

DWENGER, from page 1

“So, Coach (Ryan) Diepen-
brock saw that ... on some col-
lege game. It was probably in the
middle of the playoffs (when we
started working on the fake),
so, we've been working on that
almost every day, so it was awe-
some to actually be executed in a
game,” Nguyen added.

Instead of a tiebreaking
field goal, Nguyen took a direct
snap from long snapper Vance
Diepenbrock and rolled to his
left, at first looking to run for the
first down, and then he flipped
it to Shefferly, who caught the
ball in traffic, broke a couple
of would-be tackles, and ran
into the end zone for the final
Dwenger lead in a back-and-
forth game.

“We called it in the huddle,
and we said, “You can check out
of it if they have more guys deep,;
but he made that call on the line,”
Shefferly said of holder Tommy
Coftfman. “So that was a great
play, and then it was just me and
Lucas from there. We kind of had
the option where Lucas could
run it. I thought he was going to
run it at first. ... It was perfect”

Nguyen, a 5-foot-7,
160-pound left-footed kicker -
and lefty thrower - has been a
standout for the Saints for the
past three. Also the team’s punt-
er, Nguyen made a 24-yard field
goal earlier in the game, punted
four times, and had six touch-
backs on kickoffs.

The championship was the
Saints’ second state title in eight
years under coach Jason Garrett.

“We thought, what the heck
... state championship?” Garrett
said of attempting the fake field
goal. “Let’s try it, and Lucas and
(Shefferly) took it in from there.
That was a big moment?”

Garrett added: “Thats all
God’s providence. Thats just
God’s work today. ‘Men of grat-
itude has been the theme all
week. Men of gratitude, and
were very thankful to the Lord
for today. It’s for everybody back
home. We're family at this point,
and it’s for all of (the fans), and
everybody at home that couldn’t
make it (because of the snowy
conditions). We're bringing it
home, bringing home the blue”

Dwenger, the top defense in
Class 4A by surrendering just
8.1 points per game, found itself
in a shootout against the fellow
Catholic school. The Saints’ de-
fense came through at the end
of the game. With the Royals 5
yards away from a chance to tie
the game, Roncalli senior quar-
terback Collin Ash fired into the
end zone on the game’s final play.
Dwenger junior George Hack-
man stepped in front of the re-
ceiver and deflected the pass,
which was intercepted by fellow
junior Carter Zent, clinching the
game.

The Saints outscored the Roy-
als 14-0 in the fourth quarter,
which was a far cry from how
the game began. After giving up
a big play and a touchdown just 4
minutes into the game to fall be-
hind as fans were shaking off the
snow and getting warm in their
seats, Dwenger didn't stay down
for long.

“We took the first blow, and
our guys kept fighting back,
Garrett said. “They kept fight-
ing back, so, you know, it’s the
resolve of these guys. Its our
seniors, and theyre battle test-
ed; they showed everything that
they’re about today, and I'm just
so proud of them?”

Roncalli began the season
with a 3-0 home win over Bishop
Dwenger. If fans were expecting
another defensive battle, they
might have been disappointed
when the Royals opened a 21-16
halftime lead and extended the
margin to 29-22 at the end of
three quarters.

“You couldn’t ask for more in
a football game with two proud
Catholic traditions going at it
Roncalli coach Sam Otley said.
“We knew it was going to be a
hard-fought football game. The
team that executed offense, de-
fense, and special teams for 48
minutes was going to win the
game.”

Otley said he was not sur-
prised Dwenger went for the fake
field goal with the stakes so high
in a state championship game.

“Yeah, great call,” Otley said of
Dwenger’s fake field goal. “Again,
it’s a good football team. They’ve
got great coaches, and it means
a lot to them in their program.
It’s three phases to the game - of-
fense, defense, and special teams
- and you knew it could take one
play on either of those.”

Bishop Dwenger senior quar-
terback Henry Jordan, who has
been slowed by injuries through-
out much of his high school ca-
reer, threw for 183 yards and a

Bishop Dwenger’s AJ Shefferly drags a defender on his way into the end zone after
catching a pass from kicker Lucas Nguyen on a fake field goal in the fourth quarter.

Bishop Dwenger offensive lineman Lewis Morris hoists receiver Max Jordan into the
air to celebrate Jordan’s 22-yard touchdown reception in the first quarter as senior

Beckham Russell, left, looks on.

touchdown and ran for a team-
best 74 yards and another score.
“Everything’s kind of spin-
ning,” Jordan said on the IH-
SAAs television broadcast. “It'll
probably hit me (Sunday). T'll
probably rewatch it and just see
everything that went through?”
Jordan continued: “It's awe-
some. There’s no place for tra-
dition like Dwenger football.
This means a lot. I've just got to
thank God that He put us in this
position to succeed. I was on the
verge of not coming back this
year, and, I couldn’t have asked

for a better ending, and that’s all
glory to God”

Senior running back Gus Tip-
pmann, who also battled injuries
this year, playing in only seven
games, had two rushing touch-
downs for the Saints.

“We've been planning this all
four years, our class,” Nguyen
said of his fellow senior class.
“We knew that this was our op-
portunity, and we made the most
of it”

The teams will meet again in
the season-opener next August at
Bishop Dwenger.
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