
 

In the leadup to Indiana’s 
primary elections on Tuesday, 
May 7, and the general elec-
tions in November, the bishops 
of the United States, including 
Bishop Rhoades, are urging 
the faithful to examine and 
carefully consider their recently 
updated document on how 
Catholics are called to partici-
pate in political life, Forming 
Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship. This is the third 
of three articles outlining key 
issues and information for the 
faithful to consider.

The bishops of the United 
States, in their role as 
pastors and shepherds, are 

responsible for promulgating the 
social doctrine of the Church 
and teaching it to the faithful. 
In Parts 2 and 3 of their docu-
ment Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship, they show 
how the Church’s teaching 
applies to various social issues.

The bishops begin Part 2 
by reminding the faithful of 
the importance of this guidance, 
stating: “Some issues involve 
principles that can never be 
abandoned, such as the funda-
mental right to life and marriage 
as the union of one man and 

one woman. Others reflect our 
judgment about the best way 
to apply Catholic principles to 
policy issues. No summary 
could fully reflect the depth and 
details of the positions taken 
through the work of the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB). While people 
of goodwill may sometimes 
choose different ways to apply 
and act on some of our prin-
ciples, Catholics cannot ignore 
their inescapable moral chal-
lenges or simply dismiss the 
Church’s guidance or policy 
directions that flow from these 
principles” (No. 63).

In this article, I’m going to 
avoid spelling out the bish-
ops’ positions in all the areas 
listed in Forming Consciences 

for Faithful Citizenship because 
I want this series of articles 
to pique your interest in read-
ing this short document in 
its entirety. (You can find the 
document and other resources 
at faithfulcitizenship.org).

That said, to give a sense of 
the breadth of policy positions 
covered in the document, I list 
them here in the order they 
appear: human life; promot-
ing peace; marriage and family 
life; religious freedom; prefer-
ential option for the poor and 
economic justice; health care; 
migration; Catholic education; 
promoting justice and counter-
ing violence; combatting unjust 
discrimination; care for our 
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Dr. Elvira Parravicini speaks to a crowd at the University of Notre Dame on 
Saturday, April 27. Parravicini was awarded the Evangelium Vitae Medal for 
her work in the field of perinatal palliative care. 

Evangelium Vitae Medal Recipient 
Honored for Pro-Life Work
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“Every Mass is a procla-
mation of Evangelium 
Vitae – the Gospel of 

Life,” Bishop Rhoades said 
in his greeting at the annual 
Evangelium Vitae Mass, which 
was held at the Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart at the University 
of Notre Dame on Saturday, 
April 27.

During the Mass, Bishop 
Rhoades recognized this year’s 
winner of the Evangelium Vitae 
Medal, Dr. Elvira Parravicini, 
who has dedicated her career to 
caring for preborn and newborn 
children with complex, often 
life-threatening conditions. 
In 2008, she founded the 
Neonatal Comfort Care Program 
at Columbia University Medical 
Center, where she is a professor 
of pediatrics. 

“In his encyclical Evangelium 
Vitae, Pope St. John Paul II 
in writing about the ‘countless 
grave threats to life present in 
the modern world,’ said that ‘at 
such times, the People of God, 
and this includes every believ-
er, is called to profess with 
humility and courage its faith in 
Jesus Christ, the Word of life,’” 

Bishop Rhoades said.
The medal, named after Pope 

St. John Paul II’s 1995 encycli-
cal, is presented annually by the 
university’s de Nicola Center 
for Ethics and Culture to an 
individual whose “outstanding 
efforts have served to proclaim 
the Gospel of Life by stead-
fastly affirming and defending 
the sanctity of human life from 
its earliest stages.” 

Parravicini lives out her faith 
in her work in perinatal pallia-
tive care by ensuring the sancti-
ty and dignity of the lives of the 
mothers and infants who come 
to the Center for care. “The 
NCCP provides each child with 
an individualized plan to create 
‘a safe and loving space for 
bonding, attachment, comfort, 
and joy for them and their fami-
lies,’” according to a statement 
released by officials with the 
de Nicola Center. “Aspects of 
care typically include a medical 
evaluation and plan to alleviate 
pain; comfort measures such as 
holding, skin-to-skin contact, 
and feeding; memory-making 
activities such as handprints, 
footprints, photographs, and 
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common home; communica-
tions, media, and culture; and 
global solidarity. 

The temptation in American 
political life is to assume 
that we must look at this list 
with voting in mind. We are 
tempted to think about these 
issues only insofar as how they 
inform our choice of candidate. 
The right to vote, an undeni-
able privilege of the U.S. citi-
zen, is a very important aspect 
of participation in public life, 
but voting only fulfills part of 
our political responsibility. 

Before we even think about 
voting, it would do us much 
spiritual good to reflect on the 
multitude of social issues fac-
ing our country in the light of 
the Gospel and to first focus on 
forming our consciences well 
before we begin to consider 
the candidates presented to us 
during an election. But how do 
we begin? When participating 
in public life, what does Christ 
and His Church ask of me?

We should begin reflect-
ing on these social issues with 
this question in mind. For 
example, Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship states: 
“Social and economic policies 
should foster the creation of 
jobs for all who can work with 
decent working conditions and 
just wages” (No. 73). Let’s 
focus on the concept of a “just” 
wage for a moment.

In his 1891 encyclical 
Rerum Novarum – considered 
the Church’s first modern 
document on social doctrine 
– Pope Leo XIII began to articu-
late the idea of a just wage as 
a wage that would adequately 
support a worker, the worker’s 
family, and allow for some 
savings over time. Leo did not 
prescribe an hourly rate nor 
simply acquiesce to the idea 
that the market would ade-
quately meet human needs of 
its own accord. In this area and 
in many others, the Church has 
some wisdom to offer us, but 
too few of us know that this 
guidance exists.

Catholics and people of 
goodwill may take the prin-
ciples Leo lays out and come 
up with different conclusions. 
However, if we are mutually 
committed to the fundamental 
principles expressed by the 
Church, we have a founda-
tion upon which we can have 
robust policy discussion. 
Mutual commitment to funda-
mental principles is the bed in 
which the seeds of civic friend-
ship are sown. 

In Part 3 of Forming 
Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship, the bishops pro-
vide what they call “goals for 
political life: challenges for 
citizens, candidates, and public 
officials.” This brief list of goals 
begins with a reminder to pro-
tect the weakest in our midst, 
turn away from violence to 
address fundamental problems, 
protect and strengthen mar-
riage and family life, achieve 
comprehensive immigration 

reform that protects workers, 
families, and our nation’s bor-
ders, provide economic securi-
ty, education, care for creation, 
comply with moral limits of 
military force, pursue peace, 
and protect religious freedom. 

These goals are well worth 
studying during national elec-
tion years and beyond. Every 
year holds an opportunity to 
deepen our understanding of 
the Church’s teaching as part of 
the lifelong task of forming our 
conscience.

After reading these reflec-
tions on pressing social issues, 
it may be easy to accuse the 
bishops of having a myopic 
obsession with fixing social 
issues rather than focusing on 
spiritual goods. 

In response to that possible 
criticism, it is important to see 
this teaching in the context 
of the whole of Christian life. 
I often like to draw parallels 

between the bishops’ call to 
form our consciences and the 
universal call to holiness. The 
moral life is intertwined with 
our pursuit of forming a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ, 
who instructed us to love God 
and love our neighbor. Pope St. 
John Paul II also reminded us 
that “the teaching and spread-
ing of her social doctrine are 
part of the Church’s evangeliz-
ing mission” (Solicitudo Rei 
Socialis, No. 41).

Charity, the theologi-
cal virtue, is at the heart of 
the Church’s social doctrine. 
Through our teaching and 
spreading of this doctrine, our 
neighbors, family, and friends 
may begin to see that our 
worldview is underpinned by a 
current of love that emanates 
from Christ rather than being 
informed by the overused and 
divisive partisan tropes of 
American politics.

In the humble opinion 
of this author, it is time to 
reclaim the moral vision that 
Christ offers to us through His 
Church. It is time to encourage 
a deeper and more widespread 
reflection on the teaching 
of Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship and ulti-
mately the whole corpus of the 
social doctrine of the Church.

We recognize that our 
citizenship here is fleeting and 
that our promise of heavenly 
citizenship is just on the hori-
zon. We are called to be faith-
ful citizens here as we hope for 
eternal citizenship in our heav-
enly home.

Alexander Mingus is the 
Associate Director of the 
Indiana Catholic Conference, 
which is the public policy 
arm of the Catholic bishops of 
Indiana.

POLITICS, from page 1



T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C 3May 5, 2024

Public schedule of  
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 

MAY
St. Joseph, LaGrange: May 12-14 

JUNE
St. Anthony of Padua, Angola: June 2-4
St. John the Baptist, South Bend: June 23-25 

For the complete schedule, visit diocesefwsb.org/eucharist.

Monday, May 6: 5 p.m. – Mass with Blessing and Sending of 
Graduates of Notre Dame’s Masters of Divinity Program, 
Moreau Seminary, University of Notre Dame 

Tuesday, May 7: 8 a.m. – Meeting of Indiana Bishops and 
Major Religious Superiors, Our Lady of Fatima Retreat 
House, Indianapolis 

Tuesday, May 7: 3:30 p.m. – Meeting of Bishops of Indiana, 
Archbishop O’Meara Catholic Center, Indianapolis 

Wednesday, May 8: 8 a.m. – Meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Indiana Catholic Conference, Indianapolis 

Thursday, May 9: 9 a.m. – Meeting with Diocesan High 
School Principals, Oakwood Inn, Syracuse 

Thursday, May 9: Noon – Meeting with Council of Teachers, 
Oakwood Inn, Syracuse 

Thursday, May 9: 6 p.m. – Meeting with Diocesan School 
Board, Oakwood Inn, Syracuse 

Friday, May 10: 7 p.m. – Confirmation Mass, Most Precious 
Blood Church, Fort Wayne  

Saturday, May 11: 10 a.m. – Confirmation Mass, Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne 

Sunday, May 12: 3 p.m. – Confirmation Mass, St. Joseph 
Church, Fort Wayne 

DO YOU KNOW WHERE
TO REFER MOMS
IN NEED?

Find resources.
Support pregnant and parenting moms.

walkingwithmomsfwsb.com

personalized keepsakes; and 
emotional, psychological, and 
spiritual care, including both 
short- and long-term bereave-
ment support.”

In his homily, Bishop 
Rhoades said, “St. John exhorts 
us: ‘Children, let us love not 
(just) in word or speech but 
in deed and truth.’ Those who 
are truly the children of God 
display love in concrete ways. 
Tonight, we honor a person 
in the medical profession who 
has done so in a beautiful way.  
Dr. Elvira Parravicini’s care 
for mothers, their preborn and 
newborn children, and their 
families is an inspiration to us 
all.”

Upon the announcement last 
fall of Parravicini being named 
the recipient of the Evangelium 
Vitae Medal, Dr. O. Carter 
Snead, professor of law and 
Director of the de Nicola Center, 
said: “Dr. Parravicini’s work 
perfectly embodies the goods of 
unconditional love, radical hos-
pitality, and misericordia (tak-
ing on the suffering of another 
as your own) that constitutes 
the foundation of a culture 
of life. Her care for mothers, 
babies (born and unborn), and 
families is a prophetic witness 
to the self-emptying love that 
the Evangelium Vitae Medal 
was created to honor and cel-
ebrate.”

According to a release by 
officials with the de Nicola 
Center, Parravicini, a native 
of Milan, Italy, completed her 
pediatric residency and neona-
tal fellowship at the University 
of Milan, as well as a certifi-
cation in palliative medicine 
at Harvard University. After 
moving to the United States 
in 1994, she established the 
Neonatal Comfort Care Program 
(NCCP) at Columbia University 
Medical Center in 2008 to 

address the complex medi-
cal and non-medical needs of 
infants affected by life-limiting 
or life-threatening conditions.

“I think of the love Dr. 
Parravicini has for the little 
babies who may only have 
minutes, hours, or just days 
or weeks to live after their 
birth, and the fruits of her love 
and medical expertise,” said 
Bishop Rhoades. “Through the 
Neonatal Comfort Care Program 
she founded, and its care-giv-
ing team, parents and families 
are able to see and hold their 
babies and show their love for 
them – moments or days that 
they will treasure for the rest of 
their lives.”

Snead, the outgoing Director 
of the de Nicola Center for 
Ethics and Culture, attended 
the Mass at the Basilica of 
the Sacred Heart, as did Dr. 
Jennifer Newsome Martin, a 
professor at the university’s 
Program of Liberal Studies and 
Theology, who will take on her 
new role as director of the de 
Nicola Center on July 1. Snead 
has been the director of the 
de Nicola Center since 2012. 
Bishop Rhoades acknowledged 
Snead and Martin and the 
Center’s work to honor individ-
uals in the pro-life movement, 
saying, “I am deeply grate-
ful that the de Nicola Center 
for Ethics and Culture here at 
Notre Dame does so much to 
proclaim and serve the Gospel 
of Life.” 

At the dinner and recep-
tion following the Mass, the 
Evangelium Vitae Medal was 
presented to Parravicini by 
Snead and Margaret Cabaniss, 
Senior Associate Director of the 
de Nicola Center.

In her speech accepting the 
award, Parravicini thanked her 
family before offering those in 
attendance a look into how she 
came to take on such important 
work.

“During med school, I was 

fascinated by the moment of 
birth,” Parravicini said. “If 
you think about it, a certain 
number of people enters the 
delivery room and then, after 
birth, there is one more per-
son. Four people entered, and 
five are coming out. Amazing, 
the miracle of life. Moreover, I 
was fascinated by the incred-
ible promise for happiness and 
the expectation for something 
great that happens in front of 
every newborn, regardless of 
who they are. This promise and 
expectation are so much more 
than in other stages of life.

“So, when I realized that 
there were babies born with 
severe conditions, I decided 
right way that I needed to 
care for them and heal them 
to sustain that promise and 
expectation. And for a while, I 
thought I was going to be able 
to heal ALL babies; I was going 
to fight for them, and I would 
succeed. This sentiment and 
this decision did not last long, 
because I learned sooner than 
later that I am not God, and He 
– not me – is in charge.”

She continued: “With time, I 
realized that ‘to save’ their life 
was ‘to serve’ their destiny as 
it is. So I started taking care of 
these babies addressing their 
special needs with my medi-
cal knowledge, my experience, 
and all the resources available 
in my hospital. … With help 
of many friends and support-
ers … we have been serving 
hundreds of families, I started 
with 13 in 2008 and last year 
we met many families in more 
than 800 encounters.

“As I always say to parents 
when I meet them prenatally, 
my mission is to save your 
baby’s life, but no matter what, 
I am walking with your baby, 
you, and your family, and I will 
not abandon you, and I make 
sure that we walk together 
toward your baby’s destiny.”

EVANGELIUM VITAE, from page 1

Provided by the de Nicola Center for Culture and Ethics
Pictured at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart at the University of Notre Dame, from left, are O. Carter Snead, Director of 
the de Nicola Center for Culture and Ethics; Holy Cross Father Robert Dowd, President-elect of Notre Dame; Dr. Elvira 
Parravicini, recipient of the 2024 Evangelium Vitae Medal; Bishop Rhoades; Jennifer Newsome Martin, Director-elect 
of the de Nicola Center; and Anthony J. de Nicola, Executive Advisory Committee Co-chair of the de Nicola Center.
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The Call to Be ‘Guardians and Servants of Human Life’

The following is the text of 
Bishop Rhoades’ homily for the 
Fifth Sunday of Easter, given 
on Saturday, April 27, at the 
annual Evangelium Vitae Mass 
at the Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart on the campus of the 
University of Notre Dame.

“God’s commandment 
is this: We should 
believe in the name 

of His Son, Jesus Christ, and 
love one another just as he 
commanded us.” These words 
from the second reading are 
a concise summary of the 
whole First Letter of St. John 
that we have been hearing on 
these Sundays of the Easter 
season. Basically, the message 
is “believe and love!” Faith 
and love together are the heart 
of the Christian life: They are 
inseparable.

First, faith. We are to 
believe in the name of Jesus. 
To believe in Jesus’ name is to 
believe that He is the Christ, 
the Son of God, come in the 
flesh for our salvation. St. 
John is insisting on this in the 
context of the situation of the 
community to whom he was 
writing, where some Gnostics 
were rejecting the reality of 
the Incarnation. At the very 
beginning of his letter, John 
confesses that Jesus is the 
Word of life that he and others 
have heard, seen, and touched. 
In his encyclical Evangelium 
Vitae, Pope St. John Paul II, in 
writing about the “countless 
grave threats to life present in 
the modern world,” said that 
“at such times, the People of 
God, and this includes every 
believer, is called to profess 
with humility and courage its 
faith in Jesus Christ, ‘the Word 
of life.’”

Following St. John, Pope 
John Paul II insisted on the 

centrality of faith in Jesus. He 
wrote that “the Gospel of life 
is something concrete and 
personal, for it consists in the 
proclamation of the very person 
of Jesus. … Jesus is the Son 
who from all eternity receives 
life from the Father, and who 
has come among (us) to make 
(us) sharers in this gift.” Jesus 
Himself said, “I came that 
they may have life and have 
it abundantly.” “In Jesus, the 
Word of life, God’s eternal life 
is thus proclaimed and given,” 
John Paul wrote. “Thanks to 
this proclamation and gift, our 
physical and spiritual life, also 
in its earthly phase, acquires 
its full value and meaning, for 
God’s eternal life is in fact the 
end to which our living in this 
world is directed and called.” 
Life is thus always a good. 
This is what we celebrate in a 
special way at this Evangelium 
Vitae Mass. We gather in faith 
at this Eucharist, believing 
in Jesus as the Word of life, 
believing in His name, that 
He is indeed the Christ, the 
Son of God, come in the flesh 
for our salvation, as St. John 
teaches. And what better way 
to celebrate this belief than par-
ticipating in the banquet where 
we receive His life-giving flesh 
and blood.

In his letter, St. John insists 
not only on the centrality of 
faith but on its inseparable 
connection to love for one 
another. The call to love one 
another is a central theme of 
the First Letter of St. John. 
Time and again, John calls us 
to love one another as God 
who is love has loved us. 
Displaying genuine love for 
another is an essential mark of 
the Christian. St. John exhorts 
us: “Children, let us love not 
(just) in word or speech but in 
deed and truth.” Those who 
are truly the children of God 
display love in concrete ways. 
Tonight, we honor a person 

in the medical profession who 
has done so in a beautiful way. 
Dr. Elvira Parravicini’s care 
for mothers, their pre-born 
and newborn children, and 
their families is an inspiration 
to us all. She exemplifies St. 
John Paul’s call to health care 
professionals to be “guardians 
and servants of human life.” 
We are called to have and to 
show reverence and love for 
every human life, entrusted 
to us by God, the Lord of life. 
Thank you, Dr. Parravicini, for 
your witness to the Gospel of 
life through your professional 
service motivated by your faith 
and your love for God and your 
love for the little ones!

The reading today from St. 
John’s first letter ends with this 
sentence: “Those who keep 
God’s commandments remain 
in Him, and He in them, and 
the way we know that He 
remains in us is from the Spirit 
that He gave us.” The idea of 
remaining or abiding in God is 
a recurring theme in St. John’s 
letters and in his Gospel. We 
remain or abide in God through 
faith and love through the 
Holy Spirit, who graciously 
imparts divine power and life 
to us. The Gospel today of the 
vine and the branches speaks 
of this remaining or abiding 
in Jesus. In fact, we find the 
word “remain” or “abide” 10 
times in today’s Gospel. Jesus 
is the vine, and His disciples 
are the branches. Jesus teaches 
that we, the branches, must 
remain on the vine in order to 
bear fruit. Our Lord says to us: 
“Remain in me, as I remain in 
you. Just as a branch cannot 
bear fruit on its own unless it 
remains on the vine, so nei-
ther can you remain in me. … 
Whoever remains in me and 
I in him will bear much fruit, 
because without me you can do 
nothing.”

Brothers and sisters, we 
were grafted onto the vine 

when we were baptized. We 
were united to Jesus. It’s vitally 
important that we remain 
united to Him and His love. 
When we do, we let the sap of 
the vine, the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, the love of God, enter 
into us and animate our life. 
There are so many things that 
can tear us from the vine, sep-
arate us from the Lord. There’s 
selfishness and greed, anger 
and hate, lust and power, all 
kinds of temptations in a cul-
ture of death that can draw us 
away from the Lord and His 
life in a way that we become 
withering or dead branches. 
And remember: St. John wrote 
that “those who keep God’s 
commandments remain in 
Him.” God’s commandments 
include “Thou shalt not kill.”

How do we remain in Jesus 
as He teaches us so insis-
tently? We need perseverance 
in faith, through daily prayer, 
through listening to His Word, 
and through participation in 
the sacraments, especially the 
holy Eucharist. If we find our-
selves as branches becoming 
less firmly attached to the vine 
because of our sins, we need 
the remedy of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation to reconnect us 
more strongly to the Lord. We 
also need the humility to admit 
that, as branches, we need 
some pruning if we are to bear 
good fruit. For example, if we 
become too big for ourselves, 
too filled with pride, we need 
to be cut back, to be brought 
back to the simplicity and pov-
erty of the Lord Himself. It’s 
only by dying to self (that’s the 
pruning process) that fruitful-
ness will endure and renew 
itself. As a result of the prun-
ing process, the fruits grow, 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
the first and greatest of which 
is love, followed by joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generos-
ity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. These are the 

fruits of communion with Jesus 
and living the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit we have all received in 
baptism and confirmation. The 
life of Christ becomes our own. 
This is what happened to the 
saints. Pope Francis says that 
“this is the secret of the saints: 
abiding in Christ, joined to Him 
like branches to the vine, in 
order to bear much fruit.” The 
Holy Father teaches that by 
remaining united to Jesus, “we 
receive a new way of being, 
the life of Christ becomes our 
own: We are able to think like 
Him, to act like Him, to see the 
world and the things in it with 
the eyes of Jesus. And so we 
are able to love our brothers 
and sisters, beginning with the 
poor and those who suffer the 
most, as He has done, and to 
love them with His heart, and 
so bear fruits of goodness, of 
charity, and of peace in the 
world” (Regina Coeli, May 3, 
2015). I think of the love Dr. 
Parravicini has for the little 
babies who may only have 
minutes, hours, or just days or 
weeks to live after their birth, 
and the fruits of her love and 
medical expertise. Through the 
Neonatal Comfort Care Program 
she founded and its care-giving 
team, parents and families 
are able to see and hold their 
babies and show their love for 
them, moments or days that 
they will treasure for the rest of 
their lives. 

Finally, I am deeply grate-
ful that the de Nicola Center 
for Ethics and Culture here at 
Notre Dame does so much to 
proclaim and serve the Gospel 
of life. I cannot thank Dr. Carter 
Snead enough for his great 
leadership these past 12 years, 
and I am very happy that he 
will be succeeded by another 
wonderful director, Dr. Jenny 
Martin. I am grateful to all of 
the staff and benefactors of this 
center and to the Sorin Fellows 
who are such an important part 
of this university.

The strongest and most 
beautiful branch united to 
the vine is the one in whose 
honor this university is named, 
Our Lady, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. The sap from the vine, 
from her Son, ran through 
every fiber of her being. She 
was indeed full of grace. Let 
us entrust ourselves and this 
university to her so that we 
remain in her Son as living 
branches in the Church, firmly 
united to Christ the vine, the 
Head of the Church. 

The branch which was Mary 
did not need to be pruned since 
she was without sin, but she 
holds our hand in the prun-
ing process. May she help us 
to be open to the pruning that 
we need so that we may bear 
good fruit in our service of life 
and our service of the Church! 
And may the holy Eucharist 
nourish our souls with the love 
of Christ that we are called to 
spread in the world!  

 

DAILY MASS AND PRAYER 

CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY
 friendship, joy, and authentic freedom

CLASSICAL LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATION
the Trivium and Quadrivium strengthen the  

light of reason to see reality more clearly

MORAL AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
high ideals for lives of virtue and service

OBSERVATIONAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM  
deep roots in the reality of the natural world

INTEGRATED HUMANITIES CURRICULUM
reverence for God’s action in human history

MUSIC, ART, DRAMA and SPEECH 
the love of beauty

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE OF 16 STUDENTS

CONTACT
574-222-9195

Lower School
308 S. Scott St.
South Bend, IN

Upper School
312 W. Colfax St.
South Bend, IN
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admissions@stmasb.org
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BY BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES

As his body weakened,  
Marc Davidson’s faith only  
strengthened. His time on earth 
may be over but his story  
continues in those he inspired.

 
Thousands have inspired 

noise in Indiana High School 
basketball gyms, but no one 
created stone silence like 

Marc Davidson.

Available at Hyde Brothers Books on Wells, and  
This & That on N. Anthony in Fort Wayne and on Amazon.
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Bishop Rhoades Confirms Dozens of Notre Dame Students

Alive with the beauty of 
blossoming trees and 
blooming flowers, the 

campus of the University of 
Notre Dame displayed the glory 
of God’s creation on Sunday, 
April 28. Fittingly, inside the 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart, 
a special Mass celebrating the 
glory and abundance of life 
in Christ was being held, as 
Bishop Rhoades presided over 
a Mass during which he con-
firmed members of the Notre 
Dame community.

The Mass readings included 
an excerpt from Acts of the 
Apostles displaying the first 
fruit of Paul’s conversion, a 
passage from the First Letter 
of John, and Jesus’ metaphor 
of the vine and the branches, 
taken from John’s Gospel. 

“What a great Gospel for 
this Mass in which seven 
members of the Notre Dame 
community will be received 
into full communion in 
the Catholic Church and, 
together with 32 other mem-
bers of the community, will 
receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation,” Bishop Rhoades 
said. “Through confirmation, 
they will be sealed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and more 
firmly united as branches to 
the vine, more firmly united to 
Christ and His Church.” 

“The parable of the vine 
and the branches is a beauti-
ful expression of the mystery 
of Jesus and the Church. Jesus 
identified Himself as ‘the true 
vine,’ and His disciples as ‘the 
branches,’ Bishop Rhoades 
said. “We were grafted onto 
Jesus, the vine, when we were 
baptized. We were grafted onto 
Jesus so that we might have 
life – life in abundance, eternal 
life.”

Bishop Rhoades continued: 
“As branches on the vine, we 
are tasked to bear fruit. What 
is the fruit we are called to 
bear? If we turn to the second 
reading today from St. John’s 
first letter, we learn that the 
principal fruit we are to bear is 
love. St. John wrote: ‘Children, 
let us love not (just) in word or 
speech but in deed and truth.’ 
St. Paul teaches us the same 
thing in his letters. Recall his 
teaching in First Corinthians 
that love is the most excellent 
gift, the greatest of the virtues 
of the Christian life. St. Paul 
also lists love as the first of the 
nine fruits of the Holy Spirit 
in his Letter to the Galatians. 
Our mission, therefore, is to 
bring the love of Christ to the 
world. What attracted so many 
pagans in the cruel world of 
the Roman empire 2,000 years 
ago to embrace Christianity? 
They marveled at the way the 
early Christian lived, saying 
‘See how these Christians love 
one another.’”

In the first reading, taken 

from Acts of the Apostles, the 
newly converted Paul joins 
the Christian community in 
Jerusalem and becomes an 
apostle hard-bent on shar-
ing the Good News. Having 
received the Holy Spirit, he 
preached boldly before leaving 
for Tarsus, and at that time, 
the Church “was being built up 
and walked in the fear of the 
Lord, and with the consolation 
of the Holy Spirit, it grew in 
numbers.” 

Referencing the power of the 
Holy Spirit in the early Church, 
Bishop Rhoades underscored 
the power and the mission 
the 39 candidates would be 
receiving as well. “In the 
Acts of the Apostles, we see 
clearly the powerful presence 
of the Holy Spirit in the primi-
tive Church after Pentecost,” 
he said. “It’s the same Holy 
Spirit these candidates will 
receive in the Aacrament of 
Confirmation today, the Spirit 
who fills us interiorly with 
His gifts, strengthening us 
like He strengthened the early 
Christians to witness to Christ 
through our words and deeds,” 
he said. 

“Think again of the image 
of the vine and the branches. 
I like to think of the grace of 
the Holy Spirit as the sap of 
the vine. When we stay united 
to Jesus, we let the sap of the 
vine – the love of God poured 
out into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit, as St. Paul teaches 
– enter into us and animate our 

life.” 
“Candidates for confir-

mation,” Bishop Rhoades 
implored, “you are being called 
to live by the Spirit whom you 
receive today and so bear these 
wonderful fruits in your lives 
as disciples of Jesus. Think 
of the sacred chrism that I 
will anoint you with. It has a 
beautiful fragrance because of 
the balsam that is mixed with 
the olive oil. This matter of 
the Sacrament of Confirmation 
reminds us of this exhorta-
tion of St. Paul to the early 
Christians: ‘You are to be 
the fragrance of Christ in the 
world.’ How so? By spreading 
His goodness and love in a 
world that so desperately needs 
it, a world where there is a lot 
of bad odor. We build up God’s 
Kingdom in the world when we 
spread the fragrance of Christ, 
when we live and spread His 
Gospel, which the Holy Spirit 
strengthens us to do.” 

Bishop Rhoades under-
scored the importance of being 
active in one’s faith in order to 
remain connected to Christ, the 
true vine, as well as the impor-
tance of allowing for necessary 
pruning in order to bear fruit in 
the Lord.

“There are many things that 
can tear us from the vine, that 
can separate us from the Lord,” 
he said. “There’s selfishness 
and greed, anger and hate, lust 
and power, all kinds of tempta-
tions that draw us away from 
the Lord. How do we remain 

in Jesus? How do we stay con-
nected to the vine? We need 
perseverance in faith, especially 
through daily prayer, through 
listening to God’s word, and 
through participation in the 
sacraments, especially the Holy 
Eucharist,” he said. 

“We rejoice today that our 
seven brothers and sisters 
entering into full communion 
in Christ’s Church will be 
receiving the holy Eucharist 
for the first time. Jesus gave 
us the gift of His body and 
blood so that we will remain 
in vital communion with Him. 
Our union with Jesus the vine 
and with the other branches 
on the vine, our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, is nourished 
and grows through our partici-
pation in the Eucharist, which 
makes us one body in Christ,” 
Bishop Rhoades added.

Finally, before conferring the 
sacraments, Bishop Rhoades 
fittingly encouraged the Notre 
Dame candidates to look to Our 
Lady as an example of life in 
the Spirit.

“The greatest of all the 
saints, the Queen of All Saints, 
was the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the patroness of this univer-
sity. She was the strongest 
and most beautiful branch 
united to the vine, her Son,” he 
said. “The sap from the vine, 
the Holy Spirit, ran through 
every fiber of her being. She 
was indeed full of grace. The 
branch which was Mary did 
not need to be pruned since 
she was without sin, but she 
holds our hand in the pruning 
process. May she help us to be 
open to the pruning that we 
need so that we may bear good 
fruit in our lives and thus grow 
in holiness. And may she who 
is the Mother of the Church 
intercede for all those entering 
into full communion with the 
Church today and for all who 
will receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation! May you dis-
cover ever more deeply the joy 
of being united with Christ in 
the Church and bear the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit throughout 
your lives!”

Books • Gifts

ONCE YOU'VE READ 

ENHANCE YOUR SPIRITUAL 
LIFE WITH ITEMS FROM
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Must present this original PRINT coupon at time of purchase

Digital subscribers receive 20% off 
one regular-priced item

Must show your digital copy of coupon at time of purchase.
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Expires May 31, 2024
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Good Shepherd

BY PAULA LENT

Paula Lent
Bishop Rhoades offers the Sacrament of Confirmation to members of the 
University of Notre Dame community during Mass at the Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart on Sunday, April 28.
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Pier Giorgio Frassati’s 
Canonization 
Reportedly ‘on the 
Horizon’ in 2025
During an assembly of the Italian 
Catholic Action in late April, 
Cardinal Marcello Semeraro, 
Prefect of the Dicastery for the 
Causes of Saints, reportedly 
told those gathered that “the 
canonization of Blessed Pier 
Giorgio Frassati is now clear 
on the horizon and looming 
for the next jubilee year” of 
2025. According to the Italian 
newspaper Avvenire, the decla-
ration was met with resounding 
applause by the thousands of 
members present, marking a 
momentous occasion for devo-
tees of Frassati and the wider 
Catholic community. An official 
declaration on the matter has 
yet to come from the Vatican. 
Pier Giorgio Frassati, born in 
Turin in 1901, has inspired 
countless young people. During 
his life he was known for his 
zealous love of God and dedica-
tion to serving the less fortu-
nate. Though brief, his life was 
vibrant with activities ranging 
from mountaineering to serv-
ing the poorest through the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, show-
casing his dynamic approach to 
faith and charity. He was also a 
lay Dominican. He died at the 
young age of 24 and was beati-
fied in 1990.

CBS to Air Pope Francis 
Interview 
NEW YORK (OSV News) – In 
an exclusive interview with 
“CBS Evening News” anchor 
Norah O’Donnell that took place 
on Wednesday, April 24, Pope 
Francis addressed the conflicts 
in the Middle East and Ukraine, 
the plight of children in these 
areas, climate change, and the 
decline in the number of U.S. 
Catholics. He told O’Donnell 
that “there is always a place” 
for people in the Church, even 
if a particular priest or parish 
is not welcoming. A clip of the 
interview aired the day it took 
place, and CBS officials said it 
will air more of the interview on 
“60 Minutes” on Sunday, May 
19, and in a primetime special 
on Monday, May 20. The inter-
view takes place ahead of the 
Vatican’s first World Children’s 
Day, scheduled for May 25-26. 
The CBS interview marks the 
first time a pope has given an 
in-depth, one-on-one interview 
to a U.S. broadcast network, 
according CBS officials. 

Pope Asks Lay Catholics 
to Prepare for Synod’s 
‘Prophetic’ Stage
VATICAN CITY (CNS) – The 
most important outcome of 
the current Synod of Bishops 
on synodality is the synodal 
process itself and not the hot-
button topics discussed, Pope 

Francis said. With the second 
synod assembly scheduled 
for October, the pope said the 
synod process is approach-
ing its “most challenging and 
important” stage – the point at 
which it must become “prophet-
ic.” At this point in the synodal 
journey “it is a matter of trans-
lating the work of the previous 
stages into choices that will give 
impetus and new life to the 
mission of the Church in our 
time,” he told members of the 
Italian Catholic Action lay asso-
ciation in a packed St. Peter’s 
Square on Thursday, April 25. 
But he noted that “the most 
important thing of this synod 
is synodality, the subjects and 
topics (discussed) are there to 
advance this expression of the 
Church that is synodality.” In 
March, Pope Francis decided 
that some of the most contro-
versial issues raised at the first 
synod assembly “requiring in-
depth study” will be examined 

by study groups; the groups are 
to issue preliminary reports to 
the synod assembly in October 
and give their final reports to 
the pope by June of 2025.

Italian Leader Says 
Pope Will Join G7 
Discussion on AI
ROME (CNS) – Italian Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni 
announced that Pope Francis 
would participate in a G7 “out-
reach” discussion on artificial 
intelligence when the leaders of 
the world’s leading industrial-
ized nations meet in southern 
Italy in mid-June. “This is the 
first time a pontiff is participat-
ing in the work of the Group of 
Seven, and this can only bring 
prestige to Italy and the entire 
@G7,” Meloni wrote on X on 
Friday, April 26, in a posting 
that included a video announce-

ment. Meloni, U.S. President 
Joe Biden, and the leaders of 
Canada, France, Germany, 
Japan, and the United Kingdom, 
along with top officials of the 
European Union, are scheduled 
to meet June 13-15 in Puglia. 
Matteo Bruni, Director of the 
Vatican Press Office, confirmed 
Pope Francis’ intention to par-
ticipate and told Catholic News 
Service he believed the pope 
would attend the meeting, not 
just send a message.

Kenyan Archbishop 
Appeals for Aid as 
Floods Devastate the 
Country
NAIROBI, Kenya (OSV News) 
– Amid severe floods, a lead-
ing Catholic archbishop in 
Kenya appealed for humani-
tarian support to aid thou-

sands of displaced people as he 
expressed the Church’s close-
ness to the affected populations. 
By Monday, April 29, rescue 
operations were continuing as 
the death toll surpassed 120 
people due to excessive rains 
and floods linked to the con-
tinuing El Nino phenomenon in 
East Africa. Floodwaters have 
submerged homes and public 
installations, and bursting riv-
ers have swept into villages, 
making roads temporary river-
beds throughout the last sev-
eral weeks. Many roads have 
been cut off as dams burst 
because of the heavy rains that 
began in mid-March. On April 
29, a dam collapsed in western 
Kenya, killing at least 45 peo-
ple, including 17 children, after 
a wall of water swept through 
houses. “We want to be very 
close to you as you go through 
the pain of loss and as you 
feel the weight of these floods,” 
Archbishop Anthony Muheria 
of Nyeri said in a recorded 
appeal on Sunday, April 28. 
Archbishop Muheria said God 
was calling on Christians and 
people of goodwill to help – in 
all ways – the people who have 
been affected by the devastating 
floods.

New York Court Rules 
Insurer Doesn’t Have to 
Pay Out Abuse Claims
NEW YORK (OSV News) – A 
New York state appeals court 
has found that an insurer for 
the Archdiocese of New York is 
not required to cover costs for 
settling hundreds of sex abuse 
claims – a ruling the archdi-
ocese has called “extremely 
disappointing” and “wrongly 
decided.” On Tuesday, April 23, 
the First Judicial Department of 
the New York Supreme Court’s 
Appellate Division overturned 
a lower court’s December 2023 
order that would have com-
pelled a group of Chubb insur-
ance entities – who had issued 
more than 30 liability policies to 
the archdiocese and several of 
its parishes, schools, and enti-
ties between 1956 and 2003 – 
to pay out for more than 1,500 
abuse cases. Those claims 
against the archdiocese were 
brought under the state’s Child 
Victims Act of 2019 and Adult 
Survivors Act of 2022, both of 
which opened the door to hun-
dreds of previously time-barred 
suits. “If allowed to stand, the 
decision will permit insurance 
companies to evade the contrac-
tual obligations of the policies 
they issued,” Joseph Zwilling, 
Director of Communications 
for the archdiocese, told OSV 
News in an April 23 statement. 
In recent years, insurers have 
pushed back on paying out for 
such claims, alleging that dio-
ceses were aware of – and failed 
to take action against – abuse. 
Zwilling indicated the archdio-
cese will appeal, but will first 
“consider and determine what 
is the best way to further policy-
holders and plaintiffs interests.”

News Briefs
‘AI Priest’  Draws Online Backlash

OSV News screenshot/Catholic Answers

On Tuesday, April 23, the apologetics apostolate Catholic Answers debuted an AI 
chatbot it named “Father Justin,” which aimed at answering questions about the faith. 
After the launch of this “AI priest” drew intense backlash online, Catholic Answers 
executives told OSV News that they are not discouraged from pursuing AI projects fol-
lowing the release of “Father Justin,” who was “laicized” hours later. Father Justin’s 
preference for addressing users as “my child” and his statements indicating he could 
actually give absolution and preside at the Sacrament of Matrimony drew howls of 
condemnation in Catholic cyberspace. 
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Around the diocese
Catholic ChariTEA Promotes Mental Health for Women

Provided by Catholic Charities

The first Catholic ChariTEA was held on Sunday, April 28, at the Fort Wayne Country 
Club to honor woman and promote Catholic Charities’ counseling services. The Mother’s 
Day event included raffles and donations to benefit the counseling services, which pro-
vides mental health services to 13 Catholic schools, as well as therapy, group addiction 
counseling, and clinical navigation to all those in need throughout the diocese. Lesa 
Rae Vartanian, Ph.D., spoke about the strength of women in the many roles they find 
themselves and navigating those roles through life.

Retirement for Michael Shade

Joshua Schipper

On Thursday, April 25, the Catholic Community 
Foundation of Northeast Indiana hosted a retirement 
open house at The Citadel in downtown Fort Wayne 
for outgoing CEO Michael Shade, who greeted guests 
throughout the evening, including Thomas Skiba, pic-
tured above. Shade, who assumed the top role at the 
foundation in 2017, passed the torch to new CEO 
Mackenzie Ritchie earlier this year.

‘Be Our Guest’ at Luers Knight 

Photos by Georgia Lieb

On Friday, April 26, Bishop Luers High School in Fort Wayne hosted its annal fundraiser Luers Knight. The theme for the event this year was “Be 
Our Guest,” which tied into the school’s spring musical, “Beauty and the Beast.” The musical cast performed two numbers during the evening, and 
greeted guests, including Bishop Rhoades, in full costume.
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Encounter Christ with other high school students during 
a five-day University of Saint Francis theology camp!

Learn more and register at go.sf.edu/beauty.

JULY 28 – AUGUST 1

South Bend Photos provided by Quality Dining

Superintendent David Maugel presents the Monsignor William J. Lester 
Award to Judy and Jerry Kearns.

Each year, local teachers 
and administrators 
are honored for their 

outstanding work in the 
academic and spiritual 
formation of children at 
Catholic schools across the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend at the annual You Can 
Lend a Hand Luncheons.

Sponsored by Quality 
Dining Inc., a hospitality group 
based in Mishawaka that has 
donated more than $12 million 
dollars to local Catholic schools 
through its coupon sales, the 
luncheons were hosted on 
Thursday, April 18, in the 
Discovery Ballroom at Century 
Center in South Bend and on 
Wednesday, April 24, at the 
Grand Wayne Center in Fort 
Wayne.

“The purpose of today 
is to share fellowship but 
more importantly to celebrate 
the success of our Catholic 
schools, and in particular, the 
excellence displayed by our 
teachers and administrators,” 
said Dan Fitzpatrick, Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer 
of Quality Dining Inc., in 
his opening remarks in 
Fort Wayne. “As you well 
know, Catholic schools are 
much more than a place 
to learn the basics of just 
old-fashioned reading, writing, 
and arithmetic. Our schools 
do more – much more. Our 
schools are building and 
developing a moral foundation 
for our children, continuingly 
shaping, as it were, our 
students’ minds, bodies, and 
souls.”

In 1982, Fitzpatrick and 
his brother, Jim – the late 
Deacon Jim, who passed away 
last year – created the You 
Can Lend a Hand program to 
provide financial assistance 
to local Catholic schools. 
This program provided “a 
meaningful lifeline” for many 
area schools, Fitzpatrick said.

“We are here today because 
we are convinced of the great 
ideal of Catholic education,” 
Fitzpatrick said. “We honor 
our Catholic school educators 
who serve this ideal with faith 
and devotion, by word and 
example. Why do they do so? 
It is because they believe in the 
mission of Catholic education, 
the mission of communicating 
Christ, forming our children 
and young people as disciples 
of Christ, and helping them 
to arrive at the fullness of 
Christian life. All of us are 
here today because we believe 
in this mission. We share the 
desire that the Gospel of Jesus 
will take root in the hearts 
and minds of our children and 
young people.”

Along with the Christ the 
Teacher awards given to 
educators from schools across 
the diocese, at the luncheon 

CHRIST THE TEACHER AWARD WINNERS
South Bend
Christ the King School, South Bend: Corinne Gries
Corpus Christi School, South Bend: Trisha Perry
Holy Cross School, South Bend: Bixis Colina
Holy Family School, South Bend: Emily Farris
Our Lady of Hungary School, South Bend: Marie Bubelenyi
St. Adalbert School, South Bend: Kevin Joyce
St. Anthony de Padua School, South Bend: Alexis Turnock
St. John the Baptist School, South Bend: Ryan Brandt
St. Joseph School, South Bend: Christina Venner
St. Jude School, South Bend: Charlene Weber
St. Matthew Cathedral School, South Bend: Kathy McMillen
Queen of Peace School, Mishawaka: Lora Mulstay
Mishawaka Catholic School, Mishawaka: Lauren Bonadies
St. Thomas the Apostle School, Elkhart: Elizabeth Yeakey
St. Vincent de Paul School, Elkhart: Not Participating
St. John the Evangelist School, Goshen: Ruth Newell
St. Pius X School, Granger: Katie Sater
St. Michael School, Plymouth: Angela Reese
Marian High School, Mishawaka: Elaine Desmarais 
Saint Joseph High School, South Bend: Dan Mentock
St. Thomas More Academy, South Bend: Kaitlyn Brown
St. Mary’s School, Niles (Diocese of Kalamazoo): Lisa Bentley
Our Lady of the Lake School, St. Joseph (Diocese of Kalamazoo): Dane Whipple
St. Mother Theodore Guerin Administrative Assistant Award: Annie Borjas, 
Holy Cross School
Poster Contest Winner: Abilene Navarrete, Holy Cross School

Catholic School Teachers Honored at Annual Banquets
BY TODAY’S CATHOLIC

in South Bend, Jerry and Judy 
Kearns were presented with 
the Monsignor William J. 
Lester Award. In Fort Wayne, 
the award was given to Lois 
Tippmann. Each of these 
individuals was honored for 
their longtime service to – and 
support of – Catholic education 
in the diocese.

In his keynote address at 
the luncheon in Fort Wayne, 
Bishop Rhoades echoed 
Fitzpatrick’s emphasis on the 
mission of Catholic school and 
applauded those who take up 
this vital work.

“Our age and culture are 
marked by a certain confusion 
about the nature and purpose 
of education, often arising from 

conflicting understandings 
of the human person and of 
life’s meaning and final end,” 
Bishop Rhoades said. “We are 
clear about these things, for we 
recognize Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Incarnate Son of God, as 
the truth of God and the truth 
of man. … Our schools help 
our students to know, love, 
and follow Christ, who is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
To do so, we need educators, 
like those we have honored 
today, whose hearts and souls 
are shaped by the Spirit of 
Christ, educators who think 
with the mind of the Church, 
educators who look upon and 
love their students as part of 
the flock of Christ.”
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Bishop Rhoades presents the Monsignor William J. Lester Award to Lois 
Tippmann. 

Fort Wayne Photos by Joshua Schipper
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CHRIST THE TEACHER AWARD WINNERS 
Fort Wayne
Huntington Catholic School, Huntington: Amy Ball
St. Bernard School, Wabash: Angie Benner
St. Therese School, Fort Wayne: Brianne Bohnstedt
Most Precious Blood School, Fort Wayne: Andrea Buday
St. Louis Academy, New Haven: Darlene Carey
St. John the Baptist School, New Haven: Jay Crisp
Bishop Luers High School, Fort Wayne: Joe Davis
St. Vincent de Paul School, Fort Wayne: Anna Dowty
St. Joseph School, Fort Wayne: Jessica Elward
St. Rose of Lima School, Monroeville: Krystle Harless
Queen of Angels School, Fort Wayne: Jill Henderson
St. Jude School, Fort Wayne: Christine Hudson
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School, Fort Wayne: Jennifer Kleber
Sacred Heart School, Warsaw: Andrea Komorowski 
St. Joseph School, Hessen Cassel, Fort Wayne: Joy Marquardt
St. Mary of the Assumption School, Avilla: Jill Marshall
St. Joseph School, Decatur: Michelle Miller
St. Charles Borromeo School, Fort Wayne: Emily Reeves
Bishop Dwenger High School, Fort Wayne: Theresa Roberts
Our Lady of Good Hope School, Fort Wayne: Elizabeth Sorg
St. John the Baptist School, Fort Wayne: Laura Sturm
St. Aloysius School, Yoder: Dawn Wyss
St. Joseph School, Garrett: Bradley Yarnall
St. Mother Theodore Guerin Administrative Assistant Award: Beatrice Royal, 
Our Lady of Good Hope School

Catholic School Teachers Honored at Annual Banquets
Bishop Rhoades reminded 

those in attendance in Fort 
Wayne of St. Peter’s words 
that call us to always be ready 
to give a reason for the hope 
within us to anyone who 
asks. “That’s what we do in 
our Catholic schools,” Bishop 
Rhoades said. “We seek to 
instill hope in our young 
people. Nourished by our 
own personal prayer and our 
participation in the sacraments, 
in the holy mission of Catholic 
education, we seek to bear 
witness to Christ our Hope, 
Christ the Teacher, Christ the 
Savior of the world! May those 
we educate go forth from our 
schools as hope-filled young 
people who have encountered 
Christ and are equipped to 
spread the Good News of His 
Gospel and the truth that sets 
us free! Thank you all for your 
attention and may the Holy 
Spirit guide and strengthen you 
and all who serve in or support 
our Catholic schools!”

Dan Fitzpatrick, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
Quality Dining Inc., shares his opening remarks in Fort 
Wayne.

Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend, David Maugel, introduces the 
Christ the Teacher honorees.
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Liturgical Music Director  
St. Joseph - Hessen Cassel Parish

Qualifications and Education Requirements
Candidate should be a practicing Catholic in good standing with prior experience 
leading a music ministry. Candidate should have a bachelor’s degree in music or 
related field with a working knowledge in Catholic liturgy. Candidate should have 
competency in both organ and piano.

Role and Responsibilities
• Provide music for all Masses.
• Provide music for school Masses, funerals, and other special Masses as may occur.
• Recruit and train cantors, choir members, and other musicians as needed.
• Have first right to funerals, weddings, and other special Masses and Liturgies.
• Prepare “Liturgy Guides” when needed, keeping copyright requirements.
• Facilitate purchase and maintenance of missalettes, hymnals, and other worship aids.
• Meet regularly with pastor and other ministers as needed to coordinate liturgies.
• Maintain Liturgical Calendar in accordance with all church directives.
• Support the school in planning and implementing liturgical music practices.
• Facilitate the maintenance and repair of all musical equipment and sound system(s).
• Provide input for annual budget.
• As a member of the pastoral staff, attend meetings as member and colleague.

To apply, visit diocesefwsb.org/careers.

Receptionist
Christ the King Parish in South Bend is currently 
looking for a receptionist.  The receptionist is a 
full-time employee who is the face of the parish 
to everyone who calls or visits the parish office.  
The successful applicant will have exceptional 
interpersonal skills, a friendly disposition, sound 
knowledge of the Catholic Church, and the ability to 
communicate effectively with a wide variety of people.  
Experience in a similar position is preferred, and a full 
job description is available upon request.

Email a cover letter and resume to  
Amy Tatay at atatay@sbctk.com or mail to  
Christ the King Catholic Church,  
52473 State Route 933, South Bend, IN 46637 
by May 15.

ARE YOU ON FIRE FOR THE LORD TO MAKE 
THIS WORLD A BETTER PLACE, WHERE EACH 
PERSON IS FILLED WITH HOPE FOR THE 
FUTURE? 

LOOK NO FURTHER!

Catholic Charities of Fort Wayne-South Bend has openings for 
dedicated master's level or licensed counselors to provide clinical 
school counseling services. Our Counseling team provides 
evidence-based services to Diocesan schools while utilizing 
counseling curriculum, and interventions that are geared towards 
assisting students in achieving their high potential.

We offer part-time and full-time positions, along with flexible 
schedules that allow our counselors to contract with our agency 
based on their lifestyle. We also offer benefits and a competitive 
salary.

For more information please  
visit www.ccfwsb.org/careers

The St. Joseph School Principal serves as the spiritual and educational 
leader and responsibilities encompass spiritual development, curriculum, 
co-curricular activities, discipline, personnel practices, school facilities, 
marketing, financial stewardship, and community relations.

For more information, visit diocesefwsb.org/school-careers

School Principal, PreK - 8 
St. Joseph School, Fort Wayne  

Start date – July 1, 2024

Full-Time Maintenance 
Custodial Year-Round Position

AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, FORT WAYNE 

Hours: Monday through Friday  
6 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Includes diocesan bene its package 

Visit diocesefwsb.org/careers to apply. 
saintjohnfortwayne.com 

Holy Cross Valedictorian’s  
Journey Guided by Faith

Carmen Stephanie Nuñez 
of South Bend has put her 
Catholic faith and family at 

the forefront of her life choices. 
Graduating from St. Adalbert 
Catholic Grade School and Saint 
Joseph High School, the Holy 
Cross College senior has been 
named the valedictorian for the 
class of 2024.

“To be valedictorian is a 
great honor for my parents, 
for those who are also first-
generation Latinos, and it is 

also an opportunity for me to 
give glory to God for everything 
He has given me,” Nuñez told 
Today’s Catholic. “School is not 
easy, but so are many things 
in life. As a freshman, I never 
would have imagined myself 
having the opportunity and 
willingness to speak in front of 
so many people.”

Recipient of the Bishop 
Kevin C. Rhoades Scholarship 
at Holy Cross, she comes from 
a family of six. Her older sister, 
Merari, graduated from Saint 
Mary’s College in 2022 and will 
be graduating from the Echo 
Program at the University of 
Notre Dame this year. Her sister 
Aurora is a freshman at Holy 
Cross College, and her brother, 
Jesus, is in sixth grade at Holy 
Family School in South Bend. 

“As Mexican immigrants, 
my parents did not have an 
opportunity to pursue a college 
education, but it is a value that 
they’ve instilled in us,” Nuñez 
said. The family is active in the 
Catholic faith, as her parents 
are members of St. Adalbert 
and St. Casimir parishes. 
“Growing up, the church 
community was like a second 
family,” she said.

Nuñez is majoring in visual 
arts with a concentration in 
the studio art track. She has a 
minor in elementary education. 

“My decision to study art 
was made in my junior year of 
high school when I made the 
decision to pursue art instead 
of other AP classes I was 
recommended to take,” Nuñez 

BY LISA KOCHANOWSKI

CARMEN STEPHANIE NUÑEZ 

Director of Evangelization and Discipleship 
St. Pius X Church in Indianapolis is seeking a full-time Director 

of Evangelization and Discipleship who provides coordination, 
formation, implementation, and direction of evangelization  

efforts in the parish and school community. 
Essential Duties:
• Develop and implement strategies for both active and inactive parishioners
• Implement opportunities for retreats, workshops, speakers, and prayer groups 
• Oversee all formation staff and programs
• Develop new Welcome and Hospitality/Funeral ministry. 
• Participate fully in the practice of the Roman Catholic faith.  

Maintain confidentiality in all parish matters

Education / Experience:
• Excellent public speaking to small and large groups
• Bachelor’s degree in theology, psychology, pociology, or related field is required.
• A Master’s degree in theology or other related field, or at least five years of 

professional experience and ongoing formal education is preferred.

Send resume and cover letter to parish@spxparish.org
St. Pius X Catholic Church, 7200 Sarto Drive

Indianapolis, IN 46240
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St. Adalbert 
Middle School Math Teacher 
/Math Interventionist

St. Adalbert School in South Bend is looking 
for a full-time middle school math and math 
interventionist for the 2024-25 school year.  
Ideal applicants should possess or be able to apply 
for an Indiana Educator License in Mathematics. 
Experience working with second language students 
is preferred but not required.  For more information, 
call the school office at 574-288-6645.

Visit diocesefwsb.org/careers to apply. 

‘Popes on a Rope’ Offers  
Visual Lesson on Church History 

A project that Father Tom 
Shoemaker calls “low 
tech” has been making 

a big impact on his audiences 
across the diocese for decades.

“It’s quite simple – just 
string, index cards, a marker, 
scissors, and staples,” Father 
Shoemaker told the audience 
of around 130 people who 
came to his latest “Popes on 
a Rope” talk, which was held 
on Tuesday, April 23, at the 
Monsignor Kuzmich Life Center 
on the campus of St. Vincent de 
Paul Church in Fort Wayne. The 
lesson explores Church history 
through the unbroken chain of 
the successors of St. Peter, with 
each of the 266 popes – from 
Pope Peter to Pope Francis – 
represented on a rope that spans 
more than 60 feet in length.

Twenty-five years ago, when 
Father Shoemaker came up with 
this visual aid to teach Church 
History to fourth graders, he 
had no idea he would receive so 
many requests to present it to 
adults across the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend. According 
to Father Shoemaker, the key to 
its success is that people find it 
easier to grasp how ancient the 
Catholic Church is by seeing the 
timeline rather than just hearing 
random dates.

“It’s interesting to see 
when the U.S. was born in 
comparison,” Father Shoemaker 
said. “We’re a baby country 
when you see the long history 
of Christianity.”

What surprises people the 
most is just how long the rope 
is. Events that seem so long ago 
can be fairly modern develop-
ments in the life of the Church.  

The printing press doesn’t 
come along until about 1450, 
which is way closer to Pope 
Francis on the timeline than to 

St. Peter. Before the invention 
of the printing press, Father 
Shoemaker said, even churches 
did not have complete Bibles 
because they took a lifetime 
to pen. Father Shoemaker 
added that without individuals 
having access to a Bible, 
Martin Luther’s idea of sola 
scriptura – the belief held by 
many Protestant churches that 
the Bible is the sole authori-
tative source for the Christian 
faith and its practice – is 
unreasonable.

Even though the list of 
popes include holy saints 
and scandalous sinners, 
having a clear leader has 
been necessary to have clearly 
defined doctrines, said Father 
Shoemaker, Pastor of St. 
Charles Borromeo Church in 
Fort Wayne.

“With more than a billion 
Catholics, there needs to be 
someone in charge,” Father 
Shoemaker said. “Think of large 
corporations’ need for a CEO, or 
countries’ need for a president.”

Throughout the engaging 
journey through history, 
Father Shoemaker repeated, 
“As Catholics, we ought to 
know this.” For example, 
Catholics need to know that 
the Mass is older than the New 

Testament. Those who penned 
what became the Gospels were 
gathering for the Sunday liturgy 
from the beginning. 

Other notable facts in the 
presentation included the 
messy connection between the 
Church and state, including the 
Roman Emperor Constantine, 
who made the persecution of 
Christians illegal in the fourth 
century; the split between the 
churches of the East and West 
in 1,054 – halfway through 
timeline; and why most popes 
have been Italian (something 
that has changed given 
advancements in communi-
cation and transportation).

Stephan Klingler, who came 
into the Church this past Easter, 
told Today’s Catholic that she 
was impacted by the fact that 
“sponsors” date back to the 
beginning of the Church when 
Christians were being hunted 
and persecuted. Those seeking 
baptism needed someone 
to vouch for them that they 
were truly converted and not 
just trying to persecute the 
underground Body of Christ.

Jim and Linda Fraley, who 
have been devout Christians 
throughout their 50 years 
of marriage, are also new 
Catholics. Linda remarked: 
“Again and again, I come back 
to this deep, rich texture of the 
Catholic faith. During [OCIA], 
I began reading the Catechism 
and found such deep wisdom 
connected to holy Scripture, 
[and] now the rich tradition of 
the Church led by 266 popes 
without interruption, consistent 
and enduring over centuries. 
Everyone should know this; 
it is the story of the love and 
protection Christ has given to 
His bride.”

BY CINDY BLACK

Father Tom Shoemaker, Pastor of St. Charles Borromeo Church in Fort Wayne, 
explains Church history as the crowd looks on during his “Popes on a Rope,” 
in which he has each name of the 266 popes – from Peter to Francis – writ-
ten on an index card that is attached to rope. His latest talk was held at St. 
Vincent de Paul Parish in Fort Wayne on Tuesday, April 23.

Photos by Cindy Black

said. “For me, art was what I 
enjoyed the most and allowed 
me to put all my thoughts, 
values, faith, and culture 
together into a cohesive whole. 
I was not super outgoing or 
social in high school, and 
many times I doubted if Saint 
Joe was a fit for me coming 
from an under-represented 
background, but I was able 
to gain confidence in my 
voice through my work and 
under the instruction of the 
art department at Saint Joe. 
Art was also a way to put 
everything I was learning in all 
aspects of my life together in a 
multi-disciplinary approach,” 
Nuñez said. 

During her freshman year 
of college, she took 20 credit 
hours per semester.

“Looking back at it now, I 
don’t know how I survived,” 
she said. “My plan was to 
explore all my interests and 
knock out many of the core or 
prerequisite courses. The field 
of elementary education was 
one of the interests I investi-
gated and even considered 
double majoring in education 
and art, which I later found 
out was not possible with 
the intensity of the education 
program. I wanted to continue 
pursuing education as a minor 
because I imagined myself 
teaching in the future, and 
having that background can 
only be beneficial,” Nuñez 
said.

Throughout her personal 
and scholastic journey, Nuñez 
said she has been influenced 
by many people.

“My parents will always 
be my biggest influence in 
my academic journey. They 
supported me in school and 
funded my education through 
grade and high school. My 
older sister was also a great 
influence for me. She was 
always a step ahead preparing 
me for school and helping me 
transition into high school and 
college,” Nuñez said. “I am 
also grateful for my teachers at 
St. Adalbert and Saint Joe who 
pushed me to grow and made 

learning enjoyable, and I am 
also thankful for my friends 
and classmates who made 
going to school engaging.” 

In spite of the emphasis 
she placed on her academics 
at Holy Cross, Nuñez keeps 
active on campus and in the 
local community.

“I am a Visual Arts Club 
Board Member, a member 
of the First-Gen Club, and a 
member of the Saints for Life 
Club,” she said. “Additionally, 
I work various jobs around 
campus, including in the 
President’s Office as a student 
associate, in the dining hall 
as a student worker, and at 
the Pfeil Center gym at the 
front desk,” Nuñez said. She 
also painted a mural in the 
St. Adalbert Parish office 
basement and was part of 
a two-person exhibition at 
South Bend Brew Werks in the 
month of February. 

She has had many 
memorable moments but 
pointed to one in particular as 
having a profound effect on 
her life.

“Going on pilgrimage to 
Mount Sinai in Egypt was one 
of the most impactful experi-
ences,” She said. “I saw an 
abundance of stars in the sky 
and was able to trust in God’s 
plan for my life like Abraham 
in the Bible did. It was such a 
beautiful, surreal experience. 
Since then, I have begun to see 
God’s presence in my life.” 

Her plans for the future 
are not set, but she hopes to 
get accepted into a Master of 
Fine Arts program and has 
applied to University of Notre 
Dame and Claremont Graduate 
University.

“I was also encouraged to 
apply last-minute to the ACE 
Teaching Fellows program at 
ND, and I would be honored to 
follow that path if it is God’s 
will for me. I have had many 
teachers who have graduated 
from the ACE program who 
have been an influential part 
of my education,” Nuñez said. 
“I am open to God’s will for 
me in the steps to come.”

Assistant Director for Ministry and Spiritual Formation

The Center for Faith, Action, and Ministry at Saint Mary’s 
College is currently seeking a new 

Assistant Director for Ministry and Spiritual Formation. 
Contact Christine Weiler at cweiler@saintmarys.edu.
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The latest admonition 
comes from a 60-year-old 
social psychologist whose 

book hit the No. 1 spot on The 
New York Times’ hardcover 
nonfiction best-seller list. 

Using a smartphone 
threatens a child’s mental 
well-being, Jonathan Haidt 
believes, and he makes the 
case in his book “The Anxious 
Generation: How the Great 
Rewiring of Childhood Is Using 
an Epidemic of Mental Illness.” 
His advice: No smartphones 
before high school, no social 
media before age 16. 

Because social-media 
platforms design “a firehose of 
addictive content” that prods 
kids to forgo the social for the 
solitary, Haidt writes, they 
have “rewired childhood and 
changed human development 
on an almost unimaginable 
scale.”

Adults are also addicted, 
which means we, too, must 
take a long, hard look in the 
mirror.

I speak from experience. 
I dropped my iPhone on 
Thanksgiving, and it landed 
with an ominous thud. The 
blinking neon in the upper-
right corner looked like blood 
at a crime scene. 

My phone was mostly 
dead. Periodically, I could 
coax it back to life with an 
unrepeatable series of taps and 
a certain angle on the charger, 

but it never lasted. I limped 
along in this state for more 
than a month as I ensured it 
was properly backed up on 
iCloud. 

Meanwhile, I learned to live 
without a smartphone. 

Being excused from text 
messaging brought surprising 
relief. I missed other functions 
of my phone: the flashlight, 
the alarm, the navigation. (I 
borrowed my parents’ GPS a 
few times. What a dandy!) 

But the biggest void was the 
lack of aimless online scrolling. 
When I climbed into bed at 
night, I stared at the ceiling. 
My mind went blank. And 
though the quiet masqueraded 
as boredom, I soon recognized 
it for what it was: a safe space. 

I learned to accept the 
emptiness, trusting it to 
renew me, to lead me down 
interesting new paths. This is 
what it feels like to clear your 
mind! This is how you evaluate 
your day and talk to God and 

Father Brian Isenbarger is Parochial 
Vicar at St. Vincent de Paul 
Church in Fort Wayne.

Sixth Sunday of Easter

The Acts of the Apostles 
once more provides an 
Easter season liturgy with 

its first reading.
In this reading, Peter goes 

to the house of Cornelius, who 
attempts to pay homage to 
Peter. Peter stops him, protest-
ing that he is only human. 
Peter is not God, but he obvi-
ously represents Christ. The 
Lord had commissioned him. 
The Holy Spirit has empowered 
him.

Cornelius is a gentile. His 
name suggests that he may 
have been a Roman. Likely, 
the relatives and guests of 
Cornelius present in the house 
were gentiles. Probably some 
or many were Romans.

For devout, loyal Jews, if 
anything was worse than being 
a gentile, and of pagan stock, 
it was being a Roman. After 
all, Jews at the time were liv-
ing under the crushing heel of 
Rome. They despised represen-
tatives of the Roman occupa-
tion.

Yet, Peter went into the 
home of Cornelius. The gentiles 
present understood what he 
was saying. They became part 
of the Christian community, 
or the Church. They became 
brothers and sisters of Christ, 
heirs to eternal life.

Through Peter, God reached 
out to gentiles, even though 
their backgrounds were in 
paganism and probably in sin. 

The First Epistle of John is 
the source of the second read-
ing. This epistle calls upon 
followers of Jesus to love one 
another. It states that God is 
love. God’s love for human-
ity was revealed in the gift 
of Jesus, and in the salvation 
achieved by Jesus for all who 
turn to God.

St. John’s majestic, compel-
ling Gospel furnishes the last 

reading. It is a reservoir of 
theology, presented in the most 
eloquent language.

This reading’s message 
is frank and direct. If any-
one truly loves God, then 
this person will keep the 
Commandments. By observing 
the Commandments, people 
live in God’s love. They imitate 
Christ. Living in God’s love 
produces joy. It creates union 
with God in Christ.

As the reading concludes, 
Jesus declares that no love 
exceeds the love that impels a 
person to surrender life itself so 
that a friend may live. “You are 
my friends,” Jesus says.

In the sequence of John’s 
Gospel, this passage is not 
post-Resurrection. The crucifix-
ion looms ahead. Jesus awaits 
Good Friday. For us, on Good 
Friday, Jesus willingly submit-
ted to death on the cross. He 
chose to die for us, that we 
might live and live eternally. 
He loved us with a perfectly 
unselfish love.

Then, as the reading closes, 
Jesus instructs us “to love one 
another.”

Reflection
The second reading makes 

quite clear the theological fact 
that that God is love. What does 
this mean? It means that God 
is alive, active, and reaching to 
us, excluding no one. So, God 
forgives, God empowers, God 
transforms – all products of 
divine love.

God is our Father, and there-
fore humans should resemble 
God, just as children bear the 
genetic imprint of natural par-
ents.

When Christians are called to 
love one another, they are asked 
to be what they should be if sin 
did not distort circumstances. 
Created by God, redeemed by 
God, Christians properly should 
mirror God. 

We are humans. This is our 
species, and as humans, we 
are God’s children. We should 
resemble God, and we humans 
can resemble God, in all the 
goodness implied, because 
we can love God and love one 
another.

Love is much more than 
warm-heartedness or kind 

gestures, more than imprecise, 
half-hearted good intentions. 
The Lord explained in the 
Gospel reading. It is keeping the 
Commandments. By obeying the 
Commandments, we acknowl-
edge and show our love for God.

Where is the strength to keep 
the Commandments? 

Christ is in the Church, offer-
ing us the sacraments and God’s 
word, to show us the way and 
give us strength.   

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MONSIGNOR OWEN F. CAMPION

Loving God Means Following His Commandments

Stop Scrolling, Begin 
Creating: A Wake-Up 
Call for Catholics

READINGS
Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 
44-48; Psalms 98:1-4; 1 John 4:7-
10; John 15:9-17
Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Psalms 
149:1b-6a, 9b; John 15:26–16:4a
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Psalms 
138:1-3, 7c-8; John 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22–18:1; 
Psalms 148:1-2, 11-14; John 16:12-
15
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8; Psalms 
98:1-4; John 16:16-20
Friday: Acts 18:9-18; Psalms 47:2-
7; John 16:20-23a
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Psalms 
47:2-3, 8-10; John 16:23b-28
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TWENTY 
SOMETHING

CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

To Meet Jesus in Heaven,  
We Must Meet Him Now
It’s that time of year when 

everything seems to be in 
transition. The weather is 

moving from spring into sum-
mer. The flowers and trees are 
back to life. Graduations are 
coming, and this spring, two 
new priests and a deacon will 
be ordained for our diocese. 
Naturally, it gives us an oppor-
tunity to dream a little – to step 
back and imagine what the 
future holds. And while none 
of us knows exactly what is in 
store for the adventures that 
lie ahead, we do know the One 
who holds the future in His 
hands. 

St. Philip Neri had a little 
phrase he used frequently 
throughout his ministry: “e 
poi!” – Italian for “and then!” 
He would use this phrase espe-
cially when talking with young 
people who were seeking to 
move up in the world. Whether 
it was a businessperson seeking 
the next venture or investment 
or members of the clergy seek-
ing higher ecclesiastical offices, 
Philip was fond of asking each 
of them, “e poi!” Inevitably, 
they would all come to the same 
conclusion: We all will eventu-
ally come to the end of our 
earthly journey. We all have 
an expiration date, so to speak. 
In the end, there are only two 
options: heaven or hell. 

While hope springs anew 
each year, Philip’s admonition 
gives us an opportunity to place 
our upcoming adventures on an 
eternal horizon. After gradua-
tion, we may find ourselves in 

a new job or at a new level of 
education – and then? Perhaps, 
we find ourselves on the other 
end of the spectrum looking for-
ward to retirement – and then? 

Whatever the situation, we 
can miss much of the joy hid-
den in our lives if we keep look-
ing forward to the very next 
thing to come. Certainly, there 
is a hope that should come with 
looking toward the future. But 
it should never overshadow the 
encounter with the living God 
who wants to meet us in the 
current moment. 

When God first reveals His 
name to Moses in Exodus 
3:14, He calls Himself “I AM 
WHO AM.” In other words, 
God reveals Himself to be the 
One whose essence is His 
existence. He is Being itself. 
Properly, therefore, the place 
where we encounter God is not 
so much in the future or in the 
past; rather, it is in the present 
moment. 

In part, this is the reality of 
the sacraments. They are effi-
cacious signs of grace for the 
present moment. They actually 
dispense divine life in the very 
moments in which they are 
celebrated. The same is true in 
every celebration of Mass. Mass 
is not simply a looking back at 
what Jesus did in history, nor 
is it only looking forward to 
His glorious return; rather, it is 
the summation of all of Christ’s 
saving work poured out upon 
us in the present moment. 

As our schools let out for 
summer and the temperatures 

(hopefully) rise, perhaps we 
can take the opportunity to 
slow down and encounter Jesus 
exactly where He is at: in the 
present moment. Maybe this 
summer is the perfect time to 
mix in daily Mass during the 
week. Maybe it’s time to finally 
sign up for that Holy Hour of 
Eucharistic adoration at your 
local parish that you’ve been 
meaning to do. Or, perhaps, this 
summer gives you the opportu-
nity to go on a retreat to simply 
be with the Lord in solitude. 

Whatever the case, meeting 
Jesus today is the best way to 
prepare to meet Him in eternity. 
In fact, the same Jesus present 
in the Eucharist is the same 
One who is already reigning in 
glory. The same One who will 
judge us at the moment of our 
death is the same One who now 
sits in the tribunal of mercy in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
To look at Jesus now is to look 
into heaven.

No “e poi” can top that! 

TWO  
CRACKED  
RIBS

FATHER BRIAN ISENBARGER
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Last Epiphany, my wife 
and I had our annual 
debate about whether to 

take down the Christmas tree. 
She has a weird dislike of find-
ing pine needles on the floor. I 
don’t understand it.

She invokes the tradition 
of Christmas lasting through 
Epiphany. I argue that grace 
overflows the traditional 
rules, and that keeping up 
the Christmas tree beautifully 
symbolizes that truth, and that 
even as it loses its needles the 
lights still shine, which is a 
beautiful symbol of Christ liv-
ing in us and shining through 
us even in our wretchedness.

You will be shocked and 
saddened to hear that she did 
not accept either argument.

I thought about this when 
I came across some reflections 
and sermons on Easter that 
spoke of the events reported 
in the Gospels as symbols of 
hope and happiness. These 
symbols seem to have moved 
the preachers, but they didn’t 
move me.

I first heard this kind 
of thing in my youth in 
churches where pastors and 
people had given up on dog-
matic Christianity but not on 
Christian spiritual experience. 
I then ran into it a lot in my 
Episcopalian days, and then, 
disconcertingly, though for 
a different reason, after we 
entered the Church.

Some of them believed that 
the dead Jesus came alive 
again, others didn’t seem 
to, but they all treated the 
Resurrection less as a historical 
reality than as a symbol that 
pointed to what we might call 
existential hopes. They spoke 
of the Resurrection as a won-
derful symbol of new life (just 
like spring flowers), of hope 
for better days, of the need to 
persevere under trial, of God’s 
love for us.

The ones who didn’t believe 
Jesus left the tomb that Easter 
morning had to say something 
like this or they wouldn’t have 
had an Easter sermon. For 
them, the symbol gives the 
story what value it has.

The ones who did believe in 
the Resurrection felt, I think, 
that they had to say something. 
They effectively, though unin-
tentionally, treated the event as 
a symbol by focusing on what 
they think it means and not 
what it is. (My suggestion to 
these priests would be to take 
their insights from the Catholic 
Tradition and testify to what the 
Resurrection means to them.)

Good symbols affect us 
because they point us to reali-
ties in a way that makes the 
realities feel more real. They do 
this in a way that mere descrip-
tion doesn’t. They’re not like 
road signs that point you to the 
exit but more like the car that 
brings you home.

But — and here’s what too 
many pastors forget — we 
have to believe in the realities 
for the symbols to move us. 
I can’t see why some people 
find symbols of unreality so 
compelling. The minister says 
that the dead guy stayed dead, 
but we have this story about 
Him suddenly appearing to His 
friends and even having dinner 
with them, and of course He’s 
still dead, but doesn’t that story 
make everything OK?

No, it doesn’t.
We see this a lot in the 

way some people try to avoid 
the scandalous reality of the 
Eucharist. Even some Catholic 
priests speak of it as an act 
of the community and not as 
an encounter with the living 
God. They may well believe 
the Church’s teaching, but they 
don’t preach as if they do.

The Eucharist is the 
same sort of event as the 
Resurrection: Jesus really 

shows up. Not as a symbol, but 
as Himself.

There’s a famous story 
about Flannery O’Connor, 
when young and unknown, at 
a literary dinner with the major 
writer Mary McCarthy. “She 
departed the Church at the age 
of 15 and is a Big Intellectual,” 
O’Connor wrote in a letter to a 
friend some years later.

O’Connor had been quiet 
all evening, until in the early 
hours the group began talking 
about the Eucharist, “which I, 
being the Catholic, was obvi-
ously supposed to defend.” 
McCarthy said that as a child 
she thought of the host “as the 
Holy Ghost, He being the ‘most 
portable’ person of the Trinity; 
now she thought of it as a 
symbol and implied that it was 
a pretty good one.”

That forced O’Connor to 
speak. “I then said, in a very 
shaky voice, ‘Well, if it’s a 
symbol, to hell with it.’ That 
was all the defense I was capa-
ble of, but I realize now that 
this is all I will ever be able to 
say about it, outside of a story, 
except that it is the center of 
existence for me; all the rest is 
expendable.”

Jesus Christ is risen today: 
That changes the world. 
Equating the story of Jesus’ 
resurrection to spring flowers? 
That does not.
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No, the Resurrection is Not  
a Wonderful Symbol of Hope

Christina Capecchi is a Freelance 
Writer from Inver Grove 
Heights, Minnesota. 

David Mills is a columnist for 
OSV News. He writes from 
Pennsylvania. 

LIFE IN  
THE WORLD

DAVID MILLS

come up with ideas! 
The black space held infinite 

potential. 
I had been freed from an 

onslaught of videos, images 
and text, and I was returning 
to the driver’s seat. Shouldn’t I 
be the one who gets to decide 
what I think about? Am I 
willing to let their algorithm 
become my agenda?  

Mostly I thought about 
the imagination. Do I want to 
create or consume? So often we 
have to pick one. Though I’m 
a writer by trade with a host 
of creative interests, I’d been 
defaulting to consumption day 
after day, shackled to a small 
glowing screen. 

Now I’m writing fiction, 
which feels like swinging a 
bat with my left hand. I’m 

experimenting with rhyme. I’m 
doodling with a pencil. And I 
created a folder on my desktop 
titled “Imagination File” for 
fresh ideas untethered to 
paychecks or deadlines. 

If Christians are called to 
imitate the Creator, then we 
are called to create. This means 
we must guard our sense of 
wonder, filling up on beauty 
like heaping bouquets of 
lilacs. We must open our eyes 
and use our hands, making 
something out of nothing – 
with words, with a paintbrush, 
with a half-empty fridge. 

Pope St. John Paul II issued 
this summons in his 1999 
letter to artists, writing, “You 
are invited to use your creative 
intuition to enter into the heart 
of the mystery of the Incarnate 
God and at the same time into 
the mystery of man.” 

That’s as epic as it gets. But 
it can’t happen if you’re busy 
watching TikTok. 

Earlier this spring, I spotted 
the perfect bench in Lower 
Manhattan’s Washington 
Square Park. It was beneath 
a cherry-blossom tree in 
full bloom. I sat down and 
gazed upward, absorbing 
the outstretched pink. Then 
I noticed the woman beside 
me, a 60-something clasping 
a Danielle Steel paperback 
and beaming. We smiled and 
congratulated each other on 
our good fortune at finding the 
premiere seat in the house and 
our good sense to embrace it. 

CAPECCHI, from page 12

EUGENE DE MAZENOD
FEAST MAY 21 

1782-1861

Eugene and his family fled France during the French 
Revolution, staying in Italy for 11 years. When he returned and 
saw the disastrous state of the French church, he felt called 
to the priesthood and was ordained in 1811. After minister-
ing to the neediest in Aix-en-Provence, in 1816 he founded 
the Missionary Society of Provence, which later became the 
Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate. In addition to being 
the order’s superior general, in 1837 he succeeded his uncle as 
bishop of Marseilles, where he was a reformer and built new 
churches for the growing immigrant population. A towering 
figure in the French church, he was canonized in 1995. Oblates 
today serve in nearly 70 countries worldwide.
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Pope Implores Young People to ‘Walk Together with Others’

VENICE, Italy (CNS) – Visiting 
a lagoon of tiny islands, canals, 
and narrow walkways for 
one day, Pope Francis moved 
around Venice by boat, bridge, 
and electric golf cart.

The pope’s early morning 
touchdown by helicopter from 
Rome on Sunday, April 28, 
brought him first to a women’s 
prison, then by wooden 
motorboat to the Basilica of St. 
Mary of Health, a 17th-century 
church built to honor Mary, 
invoking her protection and 
intercession to end a devas-
tating plague that killed nearly 
one-third of the population in 
the 1630s.

About 1,500 young people 
were in front of the basilica 
singing and cheering to greet the 
pope as he arrived waving from 
the boat decorated with a small 
Vatican flag. He took his place on 
a chair near the steps looking out 
onto the turquoise-blue water.

“Arise and go!” he told 
them. “Open your heart to God, 
thank Him, and embrace the 
beauty that you are; fall in love 
with your life.”

“Walk together with others, 
color the world with your cre-
ativity, and paint the streets of 
life with the Gospel,” he said.

Young people must resist 
inertia and discouragement, 

he said, “because we are made 
for heaven.” Tell God, “Here 
I am!” and recognize and 
welcome the gift of being made 
“precious and irreplaceable.”

No one is ugly, and everyone 
carries a priceless treasure inside 
that is meant to be shared with 
others, he said. “This is not self-
esteem, it is reality! Recognizing 
this is the first step we should 
take in the morning when we 
wake up: get out of bed and 
accept yourself as a gift.”

“Remember that, for God, 
you are not a digital profile,” 
he said, but “a child of 
heaven.”

But, just like Venice, the 
pope said, people are beautiful 
and fragile at the same time. 
Take care of these fragilities 
and recognize that God always 
extends a hand, not to blame 
or punish, but to heal and lift 
people back up.

Never become isolated, even 
when one’s friends are stuck 
at home behind screens and 
video games, he told the young 
people.

This is not easy, he said, 
but take advice from Venetian 
wisdom that says one can 
only go far by consistently and 
steadily rowing.

It is tiring, he said, especially 
when one must go against 
the tide, but perseverance 
brings rewards, and it is better 
done together and with God’s 

guidance.
More than 10,000 people 

packed St. Mark’s Square for 
Mass and to pray the Regina 
Coeli. In his homily, the pope 
said Jesus’ metaphor of being 
the grapevine while believers 
are the branches “expresses 
God’s loving care for us; it also 
warns us that if we sever this 
connection with the Lord, we 
cannot produce fruits of good life 
and risk becoming dry branches, 
which will be cast aside.”

“This is what matters: to 

remain in the Lord, to dwell in 
Him,” which does not mean 
standing still or being passive. 
“Indeed, it invites us to move, 
because to remain in the Lord 
means to grow in relationship 
with Him.”

“As we gaze upon this city 
of Venice today, we admire its 
enchanting beauty. Yet, we are 
also concerned about the many 
issues that threaten it: climate 
change, which impacts the 
waters of the lagoon and the 
land,” he said.

After Mass and the Regina 
Coeli, the pope greeted the 
faithful in the square and 
went into St. Mark’s Basilica 
to venerate the relics of St. 
Mark the Evangelist. He also 
greeted local volunteers who 
assisted with the visit and then 
returned to Rome by helicopter. 

Before the Mass, Pope 
Francis visited some 80 
detainees, staff, and volun-
teers of the Giudecca women’s 
prison in Venice, whom he told 
he wanted to meet them first 
on his one-day visit to the city, 
adding, “You have a special 
place in my heart.”

Rather than being a stiff, 
formal affair, he said, he 
wanted their moment together 
to be a chance to “give each 
other time, prayer, closeness 
and fraternal affection.”

“Today we will all leave this 
courtyard richer – perhaps the 
one who will leave richer will 
be me – and the good we will 
exchange will be precious,” 
said the pope, who has visited 
more than a dozen prisons 
during his 11-year pontificate.

Pope Francis urged the 
women to be brave, never to 
give up, and always look to 
the future with hope. “I like to 
think of hope as an anchor that 
is anchored in the future, and 
we have the rope in our hands, 
and we go forward with the 
rope anchored in the future.”

BY CAROL GLATZ

CNS photo/Lola Gomez
Pope Francis greets people as he leaves St. Mark’s Square in Venice in a golf 
cart during his visit on Sunday, April 28.
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REST IN PEACE
Fort Wayne 
Phyllis Hamrick, 81,  
St. Vincent de Paul

Goshen 
Patricia McCourt, 
79, St. John the 
Evangelist

Granger 
Cindy Doyle, 75,  
St. Pius X

Peggy Frick, 85,  
St. Pius X

Jack Mead, 82,  
St. Pius X

Carol Weaver, 80,  
St. Pius X

Huntington
Michael J. Regan, 63, 
St. Mary

Mishawaka 
Charles K. Redman, 
90, St. Monica

New Haven
Michael T. Farina, 86, 
St. John the Baptist 

South Bend 
Pasquale Rulli, 92, 
Holy Cross

Roger L. Mathia, Sr., 
94, Sacred Heart of 
Jesus 

Richard Kasznia, 76, 
St. Adalbert

Richard Kil, 93,  
St. Jude

Wabash
Herbert James 
Anderson, 92,  
St. Bernard

David McKernan, 82, 
St. Bernard

Send obituaries to obituaries@diocesefwsb.org.

NOW 
HIRING

Teachers and school
support staff

Learn more and apply:

diocesefwsb.org/careers

McElhaney-Hart
FUNERAL HOME

715 North Jefferson
Huntington

(260) 356-3320

www.mcelhaneyhartfuneralhome.com

O Beautiful Mother
FORT WAYNE – Join the Ecce 
Young Adult Choir and Father 
Ryan Timossi on Saturday, 
May 11, from 1-2:15 p.m. at 
the outdoor Marian grotto of 
Catholic Cemetery, 3500 Lake 
Ave., for the Rosary, prayers, 
and Marian hymns to honor 
the Blessed Mother and to 
pray for all mothers, living and 
deceased. Bring blankets and 
chairs for sitting on the lawn, 
and you may bring flowers 
to place before the statue of 
Our Lady. There will be park-
ing near the grotto for the 
handicapped. In case of rain, 
the event will be held in the 
Resurrection Mausoleum on 
site. Contact Jessica Schuster 
jessica.schuster.155@gmail.com 
for information.

K of C Blood Drive in Garrett
GARRETT – Knights of 
Columbus Council 1790 is 
sponsoring a Red Cross Blood 
Drive on Tuesday, May 7, at 
St. Joseph Church, 300 W. 
Houston St. Appointments 
are available from 1-6 p.m. To 
schedule an appointment, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter 
code kofc1790. You can also 
call 1-800-733-2767. 

Christ Child Society Diaper Drop
MISHAWAKA – The Christ 
Child Society wants to help 
keep babies dry by donating  
diapers at the Sixth annual 
Diaper Drop on Wednesday, 
May 8, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the Christ Child Society 
Clothing Center, 2366 Miracle 
Lane, located in the Town and 
Country Shopping Center. All 
diapers will be shared with 
local partner agencies who 
serve children. Just drive up 
and drop off your donation.
Contact Lisa Smessaert at 
574-288-6028 or 
info@christchildsb.org for more 
information.

Called and Gifted Workshop
SOUTH BEND – The Called and 
Gifted Discernment Process is 
designed to help Christians dis-
cern the presence of charisms 
in their lives. Charisms, or spir-
itual gifts, are special abilities 
given to all Christians by the 
Holy Spirit to give them power 
both to represent Christ and to 
be a channel of God’s goodness 
for people. Join St. Thérèse, 
Little Flower Parish, 54191 
Ironwood Rd., for a Pentecost 
Called and Gifted Workshop on 
Friday, May 17, from 7-9 p.m., 

and Saturday, May 18, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Breakfast and 
lunch are included. Discounted 
rates are available for young 
adults and parishioners. 
Contact Brenda McDonald at 
574-272-7070 or brenda@
littleflowerchurch.org for more 
information.

Diaconate Ordination
SOUTH BEND – With 
praise and thanksgiving to 
almighty God, the Diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
announces the ordination of 
Andrew Daniel Barnes to the 
Sacred Order of Deacon on 
Saturday, May 18, at 11 a.m. 
at St. Matthew Cathedral, 1701 
Miami St., South Bend.

Priesthood Ordination
FORT WAYNE – With praise 
and thanksgiving to almighty 
God, the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend announces 
the ordination of Oscar Duarte 
and Caleb Kruse to the Sacred 
Priesthood of Jesus Christ on 
Saturday, June 1, at 11 a.m. at 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, 1105 S. Calhoun 
St., Fort Wayne.

Annual St. Mary of the Knobs Corvette Raffle
WIN A NEW CORVETTE OR $75,000 CASH!

Valued at 
$75,000 MSRP

YOU HAVE 3 CHANCES TO WIN! 
• 1st Prize NEW Corvette or $75,000 Cash
• 2nd Prize Wins $2,000
• 3rd Prize Wins $1,000

OUR PAST WINNERS:
2023 Elaine Sprigler, Floyds Knobs, IN

2022 William Kinzer, New Albany, IN
2021 John Taylor, Louisville, KY 

2019 Barry Thorsby, Montrose, MI
2018 Jackie Kirby, Louisville, KY

2017 Greg Huber, Borden, IN
2016 Richard Bergman, Marathon, WI

ONE CALL, THAT’S ALL!  ORDER TICKETS NOW AT  
812-923-8192
$30 each or four (4) for $100
ONLY 11,000 TICKETS AVAILABLE, FIRST COME FIRST SERVED.
Drawing held at St. Mary of the Knobs on June 29, 2024.
You need not be present to win. 
Winner responsible for all taxes. 
Complete rules available at yoursmk.org.

EARLYEARLY
BIRDBIRD
SPECIAL!SPECIAL!

Buy tickets 
BEFORE 
MARCH 8  
for 10 
chances to 
WIN $200!

Lead SponsorAll Proceeds Benefit
St. Mary of the Knobs  

Parish & School

SCAN to 
Order Tickets 

online

Other 
sponsors 
include:

    t. Mary  
    of the KnobsS

St. Mary of the Knobs Church. Indiana Raffle License #003072. Reference number 159180.

Courage Chapter to meet in Fort Wayne
FORT WAYNE – The Fort 
Wayne Chapter of Courage – a 
ministry outreach for people 
with same-sex attraction – 
announces its May meeting for 
Friday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. in 

the lower level (Garden Level) 
of the Archbishop Noll Catholic 
Center, 915 S. Clinton St. Free 
parking is available in the 
garage. Contact Father William 
Kummer at 260-639-3748 for 
information.

First Saturday Devotion 
Our Lady, Patroness of America Center 

Mass the First Saturday 

of each month at 11 a.m. 

PatronessOfAmerica.org 

2730 E. Northport Rd., Rome City, IN 46784 260-404-4990 
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Holy Cross Jubilarians Celebrate Bringing Hope to Many

The sun’s rays pierced 
through the stained-glass 
windows of the Basilica of 

the Sacred Heart on the campus 
of the University of Notre Dame 
on Saturday, April 27, illumi-
nating the Midwest Province of 
the Brothers of Holy Cross jubi-
larians. It was a moment of joy, 
thanksgiving, prayer, and love 
as the men joined others within 
the Congregation to celebrate a 
lifetime of dedication to making 
God known, loved, and served 
to all they encounter.

Officiated by Holy Cross 
Father Thomas Zurcher, 
Brother Robert Mosher, 
celebrated 75 years, Brothers 
Douglas Roach and Thomas 
Rock commemorated 70 years, 
Brothers Francis Boylan, David 
Martin, Donald Morrison, 
Peter Nault, and Carlos Parrilla 
observed 60 years, and Brother 
Michael Amakyi was honored 
for his 40 years with the 
Congregation.

“Brother Kent, Provincial 
Superior, jubilarians, fami-
lies, friends, we’re here to 
celebrate … the ruby jubilee of 
40 years for Brother Michael, 
the diamond jubilee of 60 
years for Brother Douglas and 
Brother Thomas, and a bigger 
diamond, the 75th jubilee 
of Brother Robert,” Father 
Zurcher said at the beginning 
of his homily. “These precious 
jewels, that precious medal, 
describe for us the beautiful 
lives, the sacred lives of these 
men. As youngsters, years ago, 
they came before the altar to 
profess the vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience in the 
Congregation of Holy Cross. 
Now, as elders of the commu-
nity, they are dear to us, tested 
and found to be true holy 
brothers. Like you, they inspire 
me. We applaud them, we 
thank them, and we steer them 
ever forward and onward.” 

Father Zurcher talked about 
how wonderful the moment 
and celebration of a jubilee is 
to the people, noting that Pope 
Francis has recently declared 
the year 2025 as a jubilee 
year for pilgrims of hope for a 
discouraged world that weeps 
for hope, something the Holy 
Cross Congregation brings to 
the community.

“As we heard in the first 
reading from Mass today, 
Isaiah nailed it,” Father 
Zurcher noted. “He aptly said 
what can be applied to these 
jubilarians, all who see them 
shall acknowledge that they 
are a people whom the Lord 
has blessed. Father Jacques-
François Dujarié initiated this 

for us, creating the Brothers of 
St. Joseph. He encouraged them 
as he encourages us now with 
tender and thoughtful words. 
He said, with a little good-
will you will succeed in doing 
things well and becoming good 
and holy. But you must renew 
your courage. Never look back. 
Always walk ahead until you 
are in possession of the glory 
of God. Do you ever wonder 
how old Father Dujarié was 
when he said, ‘never look 
back’? … For us third-agers, 

meaning no longer youngsters 
but elders, looking back comes 
easily, almost automatically. 
Not looking back seems practi-
cally impossible.”

Father Zurcher noted how 
the men at the altar had vari-
ous journeys. Some organized 
banquets, some were teach-
ers in high school (teaching 
the grandchildren of their 
peers), some oversaw business 
offices in parishes and schools, 
directed Hispanic ministry, or 
worked at the diocesan level as 

the director of stewardship.
“There’s only one problem 

with looking back,” Father 
Zurcher continued. “It’s one 
little word: ‘was.’ We come 
to understand ourselves as 
‘was-ies.’ Was-ies have a hard 
time celebrating the present 
moment, and an even more 
difficult time moving into the 
future. Father Dujarié was 
right: Never look back, just 
be yourself. Be a brother. In 
his letter Fratelli Tutti, Pope 
Francis wrote to the people of 
the world, and especially to us, 
about fraternity, being broth-
ers, and being sisters. He spoke 
about benevolentia, an attitude 
that wills the good for others, 
an inclination toward all that is 
fine and excellent, and a desire 
to fill the lives of others with 
what is beautiful, sublime, and 
edified. And then he wrote, 
‘A miracle of a kind person 
appears.’ They are with us here 
today. Those kind people put 
aside their anxieties in order to 
pay attention, to give a smile, 
to say a word that stimulates, 
to enable a space for listening 
in the midst of so much indif-
ference,” said Father Zurcher.

Pope Francis wrote that life 
exists where there is bonding, 
communion, and fraternity, 
Father Zurcher said, adding 
that Father Dujarié said to 
never look back, but he also 
said to stir up your courage 
and always walk forward. 

“Today, we pray that these 
brothers may continue to do 
that,” Father Zurcher said. “In 
their presence, not to be rude, 
we can confirm that St. Paul 
was correct when he said that 
God calls the foolish, the weak, 
the lowly people in order that 
all may know that the source of 
our sanctification, our brother-
hood, and our sisterhood is 
Jesus Christ. In this jubilee, we 
are invited into the future – a 
future that we all long for at 
the deepest level of our being, 
and will only get there by leav-
ing behind our fears. In doing 
so, in our vulnerability as 
brothers and sisters, the words 
of Jesus will become our reality. 
Father, the glory that you have 
loved them even as you have 
loved me. Father, the glory that 
you have loved them even as 
you have loved me. You are 
our brothers.”

During the ceremony, the 
jubilarians were invited by 
the Provincial of the Midwest 
Province, Brother Kenneth 
Haders, to renew their vows. 
Jubilarians also had the oppor-
tunity to actively participate 
in the ceremony as readers. 
The chalice and paten used 
for the liturgy were presented 
to Holy Cross Father Edward 
F. Sorin, the first President of 
the University of Notre Dame 
du Lac, on the occasion of the 
50th anniversary of his ordina-
tion as a priest on August 15, 
1888.
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Jubilarians of the Midwest Province of the Brothers of Holy Cross are celebrated during a special Mass at the Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart on the campus of the University of Notre Dame on Saturday, April 27. Officiated by Holy Cross 
Father Thomas Zurcher, the brothers performed a renewal of vows with Brother Kenneth Haders, the Provincial of 
the Midwest Province. Pictured from left to right are Brothers Robert Mosher, Thomas Rock, Douglas Roach, Donald 
Morrison, David Martin, Carlos Parrilla, and Michael Amakyi.

Brother Douglas Roach prays the universal prayer during the Midwest 
Province of the Brothers of Holy Cross jubilee Mass at the Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart on the campus of the University of Notre Dame.
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