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ishop Kevin C. Rhoades
Bordained two men to

the Sacred Order of the
Diaconate at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Fort
Wayne on Saturday, May 20.
Caleb Kruse and Oscar Duarte
will now continue their voca-
tional journey to the priesthood
as transitional deacons.

S CATHOL

Just before the homily, Father
Andrew Budzinski, Vocations
Director for the diocese, present-
ed the two candidates to Bishop
Rhoades, who promptly elected
them for ordination.

Bishop Rhoades began
his homily by referring to the
responsorial psalm, which asks
“How can I repay the Lord for
all the goodness He has shown
to me?”

“I's a question that Caleb

& TODAYSCATHOLIC.org

and Oscar have pondered and
they have responded with the
decision to make a return to
the Lord by committing their
lives to His service. The psalmist
responded to his own question
by saying: ‘The cup of salvation [
will raise up, and I will call upon
the name of the Lord.” That is
also what Caleb and Oscar will
do. They’ll do so quite literally
as deacons when they raise aloft
the chalice with the Blood of

Joshua Schipper
Caleb Kruse and Oscar Duarte lay prostrate on the floor in front of the altar as part of their Ordination to the Sacred Order of the Diaconate at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception on Saturday, May 20.

Caleb Kruse and Oscar Duarte Ordained as Deacons

BY JOSHUA SCHIPPER

Christ when the priest intones
the great doxology at the end of
the Eucharistic prayer.”

He continued by talking
about the historical role of a
deacon within the Church.

“In the ancient Church, the
ministry of the chalice, of the
Blood of Jesus Christ, was
assigned to the deacon in the
Eucharist. St. Justin Martyr, in

DIACONATE, page 11
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Funding Seminarian Education Focus of
‘Our Shepherds — Our Future’

BY LISA KOCHANOWSKI AND
ERIKA BARRON

é¢ oever opens his
heart to Christ will
not only under-

stand the mystery of his own

existence, but also that of his
own vocation; he will bear the
abundant fruit of grace,” said
St. John Paul II. This exclama-
tion set the tone for the ‘Our
Shepherds - Our Future’ event
on Thursday, May 16, at The
Lodge at Camp Red Cedar in
Fort Wayne. Presented by the
Catholic Community Foundation
of Northeast Indiana, the eve-
ning was an opportunity to learn
about the seminarian program
in our diocese. It was also a
fundraiser for the St. John Paul
I Endowment Fund, which sup-
ports expenses for seminarian
education.

The evening began with a
warm welcome from Bishop
Rhoades. In his greeting, he
shared the importance of chari-
tably supporting the education
of seminarians. “We can’t let
money get in the way of hav-
ing more priests, not only an
increase in numbers, but also
good priests who are going to
serve faithfully and devotedly.”

During the program a little
later, it was noted that the key
to a successful seminarian pro-
gram was strong leadership.
Bishop Rhoades announced
Father Jonathan Norton as the
new Director of Seminarians and
Pastor at Sacred Heart Parish
in Warsaw, and Father Daniel
Niezer as the new Director of
Promotions of Priestly Vocations
and Pastor of St. Dominic’s in
Bremen and Chaplain at Marian
High School in Mishawaka.

“We see all these young guys
and the future of the Church in
our seminarians here tonight.

I think you know that a year

or two years ago, we had our
largest ordination class in the
diocese since the 1950s,” said
Bishop Rhoades. “I believe we
had seven and this year we will
match that with seven priestly
ordinations.”

A special presentation for the
oldest priest in the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend, Father
Adam Schmitt, was also given.
He is 91-years-old and the eve-
ning’s event program included a
photo of him with a rosary.

“You can see his special
devotion to the Blessed Virgin
Mary, our Blessed Mother,
which began when he was a
young child. It matured as he
entered seminary formation out
of the 8th grade, which was not
uncommon back then. And from
a young age, he felt the Lord’s
draw to the priesthood, and he
discerned that call and did so
with great humility. His humility
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Our Shepherds -

Our Future

Joshua Schipper

Seminarians Johnathon and Michael Hickey share their stories of discernment to the priesthood during the Our
Shepherds-Our Future fundraising event at The Lodge at Camp Red Cedar on Thursday, May 16.

mirrors our Blessed Mother’s.
As she said, I am a handmade
of the Lord. Father Adam and
all priests serve the Church with
%eat respect, devotion, and
umility as they live out that
humility that Mary teaches us
sayin% ‘l am the servant of the
Lord, let it be done to me accord-
ing to your word.’ Or as we read
in Scripture, ‘Here I am, Lord, I
come to do your will.” So, as a

faithful,
- humble
B servant
More for many
photosare decades,
available at ?gg
todayscatholi
HIOERETOE has dedi-
cated his
priesthood to Mary the mother

of our Lord, our spirit, and our
spiritual mother. In many of his
homilies and conversations with
the people, he will speak about
the Blessed Mother. He actually
wrote a rosary devotional prayer
book that I have, and I've really
benefited from reading it. It's in
its 4th edition, and more than
1,000 copies have been printed
and distributed across the coun-
try. And actually, one was given
to Pope Benedict XVI as a birth-
day gift. In his humility, Father
Adam, when he received a siz-
able inheritance recently from

a distant relative, immediately
and unwavering decided to give
a sizable portion of that to the
education of our seminarians,”
said Bishop Rhoades.

Bishop Rhoades continued,
“Always thinking of the needs
of others, Father Adam is an
inspiration for us all to follow,
as we seek to follow our Blessed
Mother’s courageous and joyful
humility. So, on behalf of the
Catholic Community Foundation
of Northeast Indiana, Father

Adam, I am pleased and
honored to present you with
this statue of Jesus the Good
Shepherd. You have been
throughout your priestly life and
ministry a good shepherd to
thousands of people in our dio-
cese. Thank you for your com-
mitment to the Church and your
commitment to supporting our
seminarians in their formation
to be good shepherds after the
heart of Christ.”

As the program continued,
Deacon Jacob Schneider and
Seminarians Johnathon and
Michael Hickey were guest
speakers who got on stage to
share their stories about discern-
ment in religious life.

Deacon Schneider is from St.
Charles and grew u%in the Fort
Wayne area. He is the oldest of
three with a younger married
sister who lives in Fort Wayne
and a younger brother who is
getting engaged soon.

“I'm right on the edge, right
on the verge of being a priest,
and it’s a really exciting time for
me and my classmates, these
six other guys. We get to look
back on our lives and see how
the Lord got us to this point
and really reflect on that call
right before becoming a priest.
And so, as you will probably
learn from all tlglese diffe;enth

ys, every single one of us has
gléﬁfferent call and a different
response from the Lord. But one
thing that I think really remains
the same is that in our vocation
stories, we're not the main char-
acter. We're just the side charac-
ter and God is the one moving,
forming, and gently calling us
unto Himself in the service,”
began Deacon Schneider. “And
so that call for me started when
I was about five years old. I'm
the oldest and in the cry room
because my younger brother is
crying and Mom and Dad are

Erika Barron

Bishop Rhoades offers the welcome and prayer to kick off the Our Shepherds-
Our Future fundraising event at The Lodge at Camp Red Cedar on Thursday,
May 16, as Catholic Community Foundation of Northeast Indiana CEQ Michael

Shade stands beside him.
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too embarrassed to sit out in the
congregation. So, we're hidden
away. And after that, I think I
just looked at my parents, and

I was like, I want to be a priest.
And it’s really hard to explain
that sense, that calling.”

Deacon Schneider went on
to talk about the different times
he heard the echoes, the callings
to become a priest. “And I feel
when we went to the Holy Land,
I felt like St. Peter on the edge of
the Sea of Galilee, right before
he’s going to go out and do his
ministry. Jesus looks at him face
to face and says, ‘Do you love
me?!"

When looking at the life he
has led and the ife yet to come,
Deacon Schneider’s answer to
that same question is always
that he knows he loves God.

He understands his new role
requires him to feed and tend
the sheep in his flock.

Being that the event was also
a fundraiser for the St. John Paul
I Endowment Fund, which sup-
ports expenses for seminarian
education, Deacon Schneider
talked about how he has been
helped by the financial support.

“I'm on the verge of becom-
in% a priest and it's very beauti-
ful. And so, with this love that
we have for God, for me and
my classmates, there comes that
task to feed the sheep of the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend. And you have made it
possible that we just studied for
six long years so that we could
focus on our study that we'll be
able to see if we can pass that on
to you,” said Deacon Schneider.
“So, I just want to thank you
from the bottom of my heart. My
classmates and I are really look-
ing forward to serving you as
priests.”

Seminarians and twins
Johnathon and Michael Hickey
then took the stage to talk about
their discernment journeys.
Seminarian Johnathon Hickey
began his story by talking about
a memory he shares with stu-
dents when they go on high
school visits.

“I always tend to begin
with a memory that actually
don’t know if T told my parents
about, ever really, and it's just
something that until recently I
remember and I started sharing
and that was when I think it
was Father Daryl Rybicki when
I was in kindergarten at St. John
the Baptist. He was celebrating
Mass, and I totally forget the
context, but we came home, and
I think my parents, our parents,
were at the Mass and they asked
Johnathan and Michael, the little
kindergarteners, would you ever
want to do what that priest does
up there? I said no, I want to be
a construction worker,” recalled
Seminarian Johnathon Hickey
who joked that God works with
anyone’s ideas and there’s hope
for everyone. “That’s my first
recollection of priesthood, which
is kind of fun, like coming from
the parents.”

He went on to say the broth-

ers grew up in a strong, tight-
knit, Catholic family on the
south side of Fort Wayne close
to St. John the Baptist Church.
They attended Catholic schools,
some of which they could walk
to, and feel blessed to be part of
such a }gl;reat community.

He then recalled some
moments of clarity on his jour-
ney towards the priesthood. He
was an active Catholic. He loved
the experience of living his faith
but hadn’t really thought about
the notion of becoming a priest.
Instead, he went on to college
and waited to see where his
studies would take him.

“I started doing my honorable
justice studies and then this is
why I think divine humor kind
of just enters in, I think God
has a very good sense of humor
here. When I started my first
year of college, Father Andrew,
the Vocations Director, was sent
to St. John the Baptist as Pastor.
And this is where I began think-
ing roughly about okay, maybe
priesthood. And that’s because
God has put several priests in
my life. It began with Father
Daniel Whelan and Father
Andrew, and I can see you're
very happy just being a priest.
And seeing that, serving at the
altar with them and seeing how
happy they were when they held
the Eucharist. Just moments like
that. That was very attractive.”

Seminarian Johnathon
Hickey continued on a path
toward law enforcement in col-
lege and found himself getting
more involved with discernment
retreats, dinners, and prayer
moments and his thoughts
shifted to seeing how beautiful
religious life could be and how
he could join that life. Upon

idance from Father Budzinski,

e filled out the application and
realized he didn’t want just a job
after college but a vocation o
love and dedication to God. Like
other seminarians, he experi-
enced that dlarity moment during
the Eucharist.

“My first love, I think where

Joshua Schipper
Father Adam Schmitt, the oldest priest in the diocese at 91-years-old, sits
with Father Tony Steinacker, Pastor at SS. Peter and Paul in Huntington, as
Bishop Rhoades honors Father Schmitt’s dedication to the priesthood before
presenting him with a statue of Jesus the Good Shepherd.

I felt very clear that this is the
direction that God wanted me to
g0 was Corpus Christi in 2018.
And we had a very beautiful
Mass and a very beautiful pro-
cession. We come back after our
procession by the Marian altar
at the side altar. All the people
that run the procession are right
there. And we have adoration
for 10 or 15 minutes. It’s really
beautiful. And then all the serv-
ers are lined uﬁ on the altar,

or the foot of the altar holding
candles and whatnot. And the
priest takes the Eucharist out

of the monstrance and turns to
the servers and breaks the host
up into four pieces, and then he
gives the Eucharist, the body

of Christ and I lost it,” recalls
Seminarian Johnathon Hickey. “I
tell the kids at high school I was
ugly crying. It was bad. I was
trying to hold it back. I couldn’t.
And that was a moment I said,
‘I want to do what he just did. I
want to take the Eucharist out-
side, process with Him, and give
Him to people just like father
just did, I want to do that.” So
that’s kind of where it all started
becoming clear that first love. So
here I am today.”

Twin brother Seminarian
Michael Hickey joined the con-
versation hitﬁh]i%hting how
like his brother he too wanted
to become a police officer at
a young age. The brothers
watched cop shows together,
imitated police officers in play,
loved the cool cars and equip-
ment, and ultimately wanted to
be in a career that helped people.
It was a very attractive adult
world option.

“To me, it’s like you get all
these cool things but then you
also get to help people. It really
made me feel good when I could
help someone. So, I knew from a
very Iyoung age, [ wanted to help
people in whatever that was.

And reflecting on that now, it's
really amazing how you know

SEMINARIANS, page 4

Publicschedule of
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades

Thursday, June 1: 7 p.m. - Baccalaureate Mass for Saint
Joseph High School, St. Pius X Church, Granger

Friday, June 2: 11 a.m. - Blessing of Women'’s Care Center
on Lake Avenue, Fort Wayne

Friday, June 2: 3 p.m. — Baccalaureate Mass for
Northeastern Indiana Catholic Home Educators (NICHE),
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne

Saturday, June 3: 11 a.m. — Mass with Ordination of Priests,
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne

Sunday, June 4: 3 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, St. Patrick
Church, Ligonier

Deacon
Assignments

The Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades, Bishop of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, has made the following assignments of
deacons for the summer of 2023:

Deacon Oscar Duarte to St. Michael Parish, Plymouth.
Deacon Caleb Kruse to St. John the Baptist Parish, New Haven

==/

Forty Hours Devotion

Parishes are Listed in Order by Date
JUNE
St. Francis Xavier, Pierceton: June 4-6
St. Patrick, Ligonier: June 11-13
St. Pius X, Granger: June 11-13
St. Anthony de Padua, South Bend: June 11-13
St. Mary, Huntington: June 11-13
St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr, South Bend: June 25-27
St. Catherine, Columbia City: June 26
St. Joseph, Roanoke: June 27
SS. Peter and Paul, Huntington: June 27-29 (updated)

For the complete schedule, visit diocesefwsb.org/eucharist.

SUMMER PRINT SCHEDULE
June 4: Digital Issue

June 11; Print Issue

June 18: Digital Issue
— JUNE 25: Print Issue
July 2: Digital Issue

July 16: Digital Issue
—————————— Jllly 23: Print Issue
July 30: Digital Issue
Aug, 13: Digital Issue
—— AU, 20: Print Issue
Aug. 27: Digtal Issue

July 9: Print Issue

Aug. 6: Print Issue
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that call to service has changed
and something that a police offi-
cer would do in a call to serve
people physically, to what the
priest would do on a call to serve
people spiritually.”

While at Bishop Luers, an
aptitude test sug,gested he had
the mindset and skill set to go
into law enforcement. He went
to Indiana Purdue Fort Wayne
majoring in criminal justice and
minoring in psychology and
sociology to help him be a better
police officer.

“My junior and senior year
of college 1 interned with the
Indiana state parole office work-
ing with parolees as they worked
to reenter the community. [
loved it. To see these people that
really mess up but hey we mess
up too and so we still show that
di%njty and respect. We tried to
help with pride and service, and
I loved doing that. In my senior
year, I applied to the IPFW police
department. I was a ride along
and I responded to calls for

service with the other officers. I
loved ‘r:glslponding to these people
that I called my classmates help-
ing them in their time of need.
So, around our senior year of
college, right around 2020, the
year to remember, that was the
COVID year, John was preparin;
his application to seminary, an
up until this point in our life,
we've done everything together,
right? I mean, growing up, you
know, we dress the same, we go
through everything the same,”
said Seminarian Michael Hickey.

He said that John pulled the
trigger, applied to seminary, and
was off on his next journey. He
said that he was thinking about
the priesthood but still discern-
ing religious life. With a degree
in hand, he pursued a career
working as a civilian officer with
Parkview Hospital on one of the
busier shifts.

“That’s when God really
invited me to consider the priest-
hood as a vocation. And I have
two moments. The first one was
at my home parish of St. John's.
I was inside the Mother Guerin
Chapel. There was adoration and

Find freedom and flexibility in your career.
Become a Knights of Columbus
insurance agent.

Erika Barron
Deacon Bobby Krish and new Deacon
Oscar Duarte listen to a talk about
the importance of the St. John Paul
Il Endowment Fund to support
expenses for seminarians at the Our
Shepherds-Our Future fundraising
event at The Lodge at Camp Red
Cedar on Thursday, May 16.

I was off to the side and I was
in there by myself and this lady
walked in. I heard a knock and
she just cracked the door a little
bit and she said, ‘I'm lost.” Okay,
you're fine. We welcome visitors
here. The church is across the
drive and adoration is down the
hall. She’s like, ‘No, I'm lost.’ I
thought okay, this is more seri-
ous,” recalls Seminarian Michael
Hickey.

“So, I invited her in, and it
turns out she was lost spiritually.
She was fighting many demons
as she put it. She had a lot of
issues we just talked about. She

was in a very dark time spiritu-
ally. So, she wasn’t Catholic, but
we got to talking and I'm look-
ing at my watch, and like John
said, we both serve all the time
at the altar and I'm like, ‘Hey,

1 got to serve, 1 got to go. Why
don’t you come to Mass with
us?’ She accepted the invitation.
I told her we’d take her to Mass
and then she can see the priest
afterward. I just walked her over
to the back of the church, told
her to sit there and just watch
when to stand up and sit down.
I told her then I'll come back and
talk to you after Mass. I cannot
tell you what the homily was
about if it was good, if it was
bad, I cannot focus on anything
in the Mass except for one thing
— inviting this woman to come
home.”

He said having that conversa-
tion, being part of that woman’s
transformation, and calling her
home was an impactful moment
in his life. The notion of being
part of something so inspira-
tional and aspirational felt like
a dream that could become a
reality.

The second moment he felt
God’s invitation was while on
duty at Parkview Hospital. “We
had a woman come in one time
and she was also having some
dark times. She was having a
psychotic break, so she came in
and she had a little service dog
with her. She got very scared
and she started to squeeze the
dog tighter and tighter and
tig%ter. So, they call us officers
to come in and deal with the
situation. And that's what we
did,” said Seminarian Michael
Hickey. “We are trained to focus
on the situation and to control
it and bring it back to order and
that's what we're doing. We're
not focusing on her. We're not
focusing on her needs. So, she
was screaming, and rightly so
because she was scared. All
these ﬂp;eog)le come up ttylnlg1 to
grab the do t1yin§toget er to
release the dog and everything
and she was screaming, and she
was screaming will you pray

ummer Camps!

Join in on the summer fun!
We have a wide variety of camps available.
Scan the code to check them out!

App|y today. Contact me today to learn more:

kofc.org/ca reers Phillip J. Stackowicz, FSCP,GI:LErI:,IfgI:g

A; Knights of
&7 Columbus' | &

1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510, United States
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with me? Will you pray with
me? You don’t hear that a lot. I
mean, if you go to the ER, you
might hear people screaming but
you don’t hear them scream-
ing will you pray with me? She
looked at me and asked will you
pray with me and I'm like sure if
you stop squeezing the dog. She
wanted to pray the Our Father,
so we prayed the Our Father
and she started to calm down to
Eray and released the dog. We
rought her to the back, and
she started to act up a little bit
more so I'm like prayer worked
so we're going to do that. So,
I'm holding her hand walking
through the busy ER saying the
Our Father out loud.”

He continued, “I looked at
these two moments and I see a
lot of parallels between that of a
police officer and that of a priest.
Both are called to serve and to
serve in many ways, but which
one do I feel called to?”

He went on to open conver-
sations with Father Budzinski
and started the process of enter-
ing the priesthood.

“It's amazing to see how
God works,” said Seminarian
Michael Hickey. “I thank God
every day for giving me the pos-
sibility of becoming a priest to
serve at this diocese and at the
seminary thanks to you. We
don’t have to focus on how to
pay for it or how we're lﬁ?mﬂ%
to cover it or anything like that.
We can just take a deep dive
into our prayer formation to
better serve you. We are called
to serve, and I thank you. I
thank the Catholic Community
Foundation and I thank you all
for those donations to the St.
John Paul I fund. It's been truly
a blessing to be at the semi-
naIy. ”

The prc()jgéram continued with
Father Budzinski holding a
Question-and-Answer session
with the seminarians present.
He then asked everyone in
attendance to think about the
younlg1 men in their parishes and
whether they could see any of
them being a ]%ood priest. He
shared a significant statistic that
a young man is twice as likely
to fill out an application to the
seminary if he is asked by one
person to consider the priestly
vocation and five times as likely
if he is asked by three people.
He then encouraged everyone to
offer the invitation to consider
the priesthood, saying, “You
might be Christ walking the
shore of the Sea of Galilee for
that young man.”

At the end of the evening,
Catholic Community Foundation
of Northeast Indiana CEO
Michael Shade explained ways
of making donations to the St.
John Paul T Endowment Fund to
support expenses for seminar-
ian education today and in the
future. To donate or to get more
information, call 260-399-1436
or visit ccfnei.org.

Seminarians Grateful for Education Funding

BY JOSHUA SCHIPPER

hrough donations to

the St. John Paul II

Endowment Fund,
the Catholic Community
Foundation of Northeast
Indiana helps seminarians of
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend with not only the
practicalities of paying for
school, but also with reducing
stress and external factors in
their continuing discernment
process.

At a fundraising event on
Tuesday, May 16, at The Lodge
at Camp Red Cedar, several
seminarians spoke about how
they are affected by the educa-
tional funding.

Samuel Martinez, studying
at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary
in Maryland, said that the
event helped him to realize
the direct impact between the
donors and those studying for
the priesthood.

“It’s funny because without

tantly, he and his family keep
me in their prayers. And it's
such a comfort to know that
the Body of Christ in our dio-
cese is connected in such a
profound way that we've got
pe(éple like him and his family
and all sorts of people around
the diocese constantly praying
for us, especially when we're
550 miles away at the semi-
nary' ”

Seminarian Noah Isch, who
studies at Mount St. Mary’s,
said that because of this fund-
ing, he does not have to stress
about expenses, Rather, he
can focus on growing in ways
that will let him become “an
effective priest and an effective
minister of the Word.”

“I've known other guys in
seminary who haven’t had as

Joshua Schipper
Seminarian Noah Isch talks with Chistine Bonahoom-Nix, Administrative
Assistant in the Vocation Office, during the Our Shepherds-Our Future fund-
raising event at The Lodge at Camp Red Cedar on Thursday, May 16.

much financial support, and it
is a big stressor. It pulls you
away from what you're doing.
I get to really enter into my
classwork. 1 fget to really enter
into times of prayer and reall
try to embrace what the Lord’s

going to these dinners, you
don’t really notice that there’s
a direct impact. Then, when
you actually get to meet the
pec&ple who are organizing this
and making donations for us,
it all comes back to when we
first got accepted. The voca-
tion director tells you outright,
‘Don’t worry about the money.
Don’t worry about the fact
that, yes, seminary is expen-
sive. And yes, we're talking
about six to eight more years
of schooling.” Our vocation
director, our diocese, members
of the Catholic Community
Foundation — they all want us
to be able to just discern God’s
will. And if finances are going
to sway us one way or another,
then it’s not real discernment.”
Michael Hickey, another

seminarian, noted that, as a
seminarian for the diocese, “If
something does come up where
it's maybe not something

like related to my formation
directly, but let’s say I have a
car right now that’s being held
together by rust and the Holy
Spirit. If something comes up
with that, I don’t have to worry
about, ‘How am I going to

get this?’ It allows us to focus
strictly on formation, and the
phrase ‘God provides’ — it
really rings true with that. They
eliminate all that worry, all that
stress.”

Seminarian Andy Barnes
said that the funding that
comes from the Catholic
Community Foundation and
others is “such a huge help
to us so that we don’t have to

take on that burden personally
for our seminary education.
We simply get blessed with
this time that really nobody
else has, that’s four to six to
eight years of just being com-
pletely devoted to growing in
our relationship with the Lord
and diving into studies related
to that, in preparation to not
only serve in the priesthood to
answer that calling that God
has for each and every single
one of us, but also just to grow
as men of faith.”

Aaron Kennerk, Business
Manager at the Catholic
Community Foundation, has
taken Seminarian Barnes on as
his seminarian that he spon-
sors. “He reaches out to me,
checks up on me, and sees
how I'm doing. Most impor-

calling me to and embrace all
that seminary has to offer for
me to grow in the way that
need to grow.”

Funding for education,
Seminarian Isch said, gives
seminarians the freedom to
discern whether to continue
toward ordination or to pursue
a different path.

“It gives us the freedom
both ways: to enter and to
leave. I've known guys who
have been in situations where
they’re going to have to pay
stuff back if they leave, so they
feel a little stuck when they
feel like they might actually be
called to leave the seminary. So
it does give us a lot of freedom,
and that’s the pillar of discern-
ment.”

St. John Paul Il Endowment Fund - Give A Gift That Lasts a Lifetime

“Bishop Rhoades saw the need for long-
term support for our seminarian’s edu-
cation,” said Aaron Kennerk, Business
Manah%er at the Catholic Community
Foundation of Northeast Indiana (CCENEI).
This insight ignited the start of the Blessed
John Paul Il Fund for Seminarian Education
endowment.

Now known as the St. John Paul II
Fund for Seminarian Education, this spe-
cial endowment managed by CCFNEI is
currently at more than $1.2 million. The
initial donated amount of money was
never spent or disbursed, but invested in
a socially responsible way allowing a non-
profit organization like the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend to receive a percentage
of the funds through a disbursement. That
money is used for expenses surrounding
the education of a seminarian.

An endowment is an opportunity for
donors to come together and put a sum
of money into an account that is invested
and continues to grow each year. This fund
guarantees income every year for the plan-
ning of the seminarian education budgets.

CATHOLIC%%MMUNITY
FOUNDATION

OF NORTHEAST INDIANA

“We want to grow that fund to take
some of that burden from the diocese,”
said Lynda Houk, Director of Community
Outreach for CCFNEL This will free up
funds within the diocesan budget to use
towards other programming and outreach
efforts. “We are very blessed with how
many seminarians we have. They are the
cornerstone of our faith and our Church.
With our Catholic faith, we are always
going to need priests and this fund will last
orever and have an impact forever.”

The endowment benefits the diocese
and also has a big impact on the seminar-
ians who are the recipients.

“It's so important that they can freely
discern their call to be a priest without the
burden of finances,” said Kennerk. Without

the burden of financial obligations for edu-
cation, seminarians can focus all their time
and energy on discernment, prayer, and
preparation for religious life. “It’s truly the
work of God working through us to serve
the Church.”

The CCENEI has several ways people can
share a gift to this special endowment.

Visit ccfnei.org and use the donation
page to find the St. John Paul Il fund to
make a one-time online donation or you
%ndset up regularly occurring gifts to the

n
Givin%1 stock, noting the fund as a ben-
eficiary through IRA, 401K, or other retire-
ment plans, leaving life insurance, or other
estate planning options are also available.
Donors are encouraged to contact the orga-
nization at 260-399-1436 to schedule an
appointment to discuss options.

Lastly, anyone wishing to mail in a gift
can send a check made out to CCFNEI not-
ing the funds are for the St. John Paul Il
Fund for Seminarian Education to CCFNEI,
9025 Coldwater Rd, Suite 300, Fort Wayne,
Indiana, 46825.
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Cross-Diocesan Eucharistic Pilgrimage to Go from Fort
Wayne to South Bend

73 CROSS-DIOC
¢ §S°[
* EUCHARISTICPILG

BY BETHANY BEEBE

bout a hundred miles

walked in Indiana in

early June will pave the
road to bring Jesus to the streets
of the entire country next July.

From Sunday, June 4, to
Corpus Christi Sunday, June
11, walkers will cover part or
all of the distance between
Fort Wayne’s Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception and
South Bend’s St. Matthew
Cathedral in the Cross-Diocesan
Eucharistic Pilgrimage, said
Chris Langfor(i Point Person for
the Eucharistic Revival in the
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend.

“A Eucharistic Pilgrimage

ives public witness to our

aith and the Eucharistic Lord,”
Langford said. Missionary
sending, he said, is one of the
four pillars of the National
Revival, noting that it makes
sense to have a procession as it
literally takes Jesus out into the
world. This year, Corpus Christi
closes the Diocesan Year of the
National Eucharistic Revival
and starts the Parish Year.

Each day of the event across
the diocese, a solemn proces-
sion will cover the first mile
in full ceremony with candles,
incense, and more, with the
following mileage covered as
a minor procession where cel-
ebrants may wear lighter albs to
avoid heat-related health prob-
lems. Modern Catholic Pilgrim
(MCP), a non-profit organiza-
tion, will plan and execute both
the local and national events,
handling logistics from safe
route formation to legal consid-
erations. MCP was hired by the
National Eucharistic Congress,
working in concert with them
to lead the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage initiative.

“The executive teams of the
National Eucharistic Congress
and the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage were excited to
have the opportunity to work
with Bishop Rhoades, espe-
cially with his experience on
the USCCB’s Committee on
Evangelization and Catechesis,”
said Will Peterson, President
and Founder of MCP. “Also,
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend provides a unique
opportunity to make a pilgrim-
age between two co-cathedrals,
which makes for extremely
fitting starting and ending
points.”

Those interested in participa-
tion for this year’s event are
welcome. “For this June, we've
already identified a core team
of pilgrims who will walk the
entirety of the route,” Peterson
said. “But all are welcome to
attend a morning Mass with the
pilgrims, walk the first mile of

= IEPART FROM MESHAWAKA
£ LUEEN OF PEALE

GRIMAGE CONCLUDES IN SOUTH BEND
MATTHEW CATHEDRAL

= DEPART FROMGOSHEN [
£ STIDHNTHE EVANGELIST )

+

= DEPART FROM LIGONIER
= ST, PATRICK

Pilgrims are invited to join for as
much or as little as they would like.
Full details and RSVP: diocesefwsb.org/procession

the day with them, attend an
evening event at a parish, or
come to either cathedral for the
opening or closing Masses.”
No matter how one chooses
to participate, Peterson sees
the faith in the activity. “The
Catholic faith is built on the
encounter with Christ and the
missioning that comes out of
that encounter,” he said. “This
Cross-Diocesan Eucharistic
Pilgrimage and the National
Eucharistic Pilgrimage provide
opportunities for that encoun-
ter. Both pilgrimages also serve
as opportunities to engage
Catholics in the core tenet of the
Catholic faith that Christ is pres-
ent in the Blessed Sacrament.”
Father Stephen Felicichia,

Associate Pastor of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seaton, Fort Wayne, will
be the main chaplain through
the entire eight days of the
event, with other clergy also
participating,

At the ending parish each
day, an evening program will be
held for the public at the host
parish. According to documents
provided by Langford, adora-
tion, music, testimonials, or
other forms of worship will be
part of these experiences.

Accommodation will be pro-
vided by volunteers for core
pilgrims doing the entire route,
and is being organized by MCP.
The hosts of these pilgrims
supply an early breakfast in
recognition of fasting require-

y - DEPART FROM ALBION
BLESSED SACRAMENT

: =, DEPART FROM CHURUBUSCO

: ST. JOHN BOSCO

.. DEPART FROM ARCOLA

=, PILGRIMAGE BEGINS IN FORT WAYNE
= CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

ments, the evening meal before
a night’s public program, and

a sack lunch for consump-

tion during the day’s route.
Overnight arrangements will
utilize what is available to those
who volunteer to host.

Many of the costs incurred
are covered as a labor of love.
“There are a few direct costs
for materials and a rented sup-
port vehicle that our Nation
Eucharistic Pilgrimage team is
covering,” Peterson said. “The
other costs would be the time
volunteers and staffers from
parishes commit, the costs of
a parish hosting an evening
event, and the costs to people
hosting 2-3 young adults in
their homes for a night along

the route. The parishes where
we are stopping and the hosts
at those parishes have been
generous in covering those
Costs.”

Specifically, the Pilgrimage
begins on June 4 at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Fort Wayne, mak-
ing its way to Headwaters Park
about a mile away for a short
program. Remaining mileage is
then covered to land at the eve-
ning host parish of St. Patrick,
Arcola. The next day, 12 miles
will be covered, culminating at
St. John Bosco in Churubusco
for the night. Sixteen-and-
a-half miles later, Albion’s
Blessed Sacrament will host the
group. Ligonier’s St. Patrick’s
is a 13-mile hike the next day,
followed by up to 20 miles to
reach St. John the Evangelist
in Goshen. Twelve miles later,
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in
Elkhart will be the stopping
point. Next, Queen of Peace in
Mishawaka will await the group
after nine more miles. Finally,
on Corpus Christi Sunday, eight
miles will be covered before 11
a.m. with the Bishop waiting to
celebrate Mass at St. Matthew
in South Bend.

MCP will provide transporta-
tion back to the starting point
for those completing the entire
route, but otherwise, travel
plans are the responsibility of
the walker. It is also recom-
mended that walkers bring
sunscreen, a hat, umbrella,
comfortable footwear, and
water, Langford said. A support
vehicle will be available in case
of necessity.

Trailing at an appropriate
distance, private face-to-face
Confession will be available
when multiple priests are avail-
able.

A longer pilgrimage will be
held next year as part of the
National Eucharistic Congress
converging in Indianapolis in
July. Peterson said they will be
covering more than 6,500 miles,
this time not all on foot, how-
ever. The larger walks will start
on the weekend of Pentecost
Sunday 2024 in San Francisco,
California (Serra Route), New
Haven, Connecticut (Seton
Route), Bemiji/Lake Itasca,
Minnesota (Marian Route), and
Brownsville, Texas (Juan Diego
Route), with scheduled arrival
in Indianapolis just before the
National Eucharistic Congress,
Langford said.

Langford and the diocesan
website indicated that anyone
may Earticipate, free of charge,
in either the state or nation:
walks. For more information
or to sign up to participate in
the Cross-Diocesan Pilgrimage,
visit diocesefwsb.org/eucharist-
events/#pilgrimage.
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Feast of Ascension Mass Brings
Strong Messages to University of

Notre Dame Graduates

BY LISA KOCHANOWSKI

housands gathered for

the University of Notre

Dame Commencement
vigil Mass for The Ascension of
the Lord at Purcell Pavilion in
the Joyce Center on Saturday,
May 20. Nearly 25,000 %radw
ates, students, families, fac-
ulty, and visitors had the
opportunity to celebrate with
the presiding celebrant and
homilist Reverend John L
Jenkins, C.S.C., President of the
University. There were 2,141
degrees conferred on under-
graduate students, with a total
of 3,200 degrees being con-
ferred throughout the course
of Commencement Weekend
activities.

During his homily, Father
Jenkins talked about how today
was the Feast of the Ascension,
and how that moment is about
departure. Jesus was the center
of the lives of the disciples.
They left everythinﬁ to follow
Him. He changed their lives
and experienced the dark days
of the crucifixion and the won-
der of the resurrection. Jesus
leaves His disciples, and they
wonder what is next for them.

“At that moment of depar-
ture and uncertainty, they find
a new mission. They are told to
go forth to preach, to baptize,
to spread the word of Jesus and
that mission will shape their
lives. It is a fitting feast day

&_' 1r
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Lisa Kochanowski

Bishop Rhoades offers a blessing to the assembly and some brief remarks at
the end of the University of Notre Dame Commencement vigil Mass for The
Ascension of the Lord at Purcell Pavilion at the Joyce Center on Saturday, May 20.

for this commencement week-
end,” said Father Jenkins. “You

aduates are also between a
eave-taking and a new mis-
sion. You will be leaving people
who have become so impor-
tant to you, your friends, your
classmates, your teachers, your
rectors, and others, but you are
going on to excitin§ new things
in the next stage of your life.”

Father Jenkins noted that
a former student once told
him his time at the University
of Notre Dame was the most
impactful in his life. His time
on campus impacted his path
and what he did with his
future.
“Of course, many of the

o

CROSS 11
COLLEGE

at Notre Dame, Indiana

experiences you are going

to take from Notre Dame are
exciting, joyful, and reassuring,
but no doubt there were strug-
gles, disappointments, lonely
times, and difficult days and
that, too, you will take here
from your time at Notre Dame.
For you, the class of 2023, you
had the experience of going to
college during a global pan-
demic. For you undergraduates
who came in the fall of 2019,
you left for the spring semes-
ter, and little did you know it
would be such a long spring
break. And we did not gather
until the next fall and you had

NOTRE DAME, page 14

Make a legacy gift to the

Saint Mother Theodore Guerin
FOUNDATION

You make an
irrevocable gift of
$10,000 or more.

You receive payments for life
based on your age; a portion of
those payments are even tax free.

You receive a charitable deduction;
you are building the future
of the sisters through a gift
to the Sisters of Providence.

ONE LIFE
AGE 60 65 70 75 80 85 90+
RATE 139% 142% |47% |54% [65% [7.6% [8.6%

Rates Subject to change based on the ACCGA.

In exchange for a gift of cash or appreciated stock, you will receive
immediate tax savings and a guaranteed, partially tax-free income
stream for life. Best of all, while you're doing something good for
yourself, you'll be doing something wonderful for our sisters.

Your gift today will have an impact on the Sisters of Providence for
years to come! Please call us for two-life or deferred gift annuity rates.

To request a free proposal, contact Connie Gualano,
manager of planned giving, at 812-535-2811
PlannedGiving.SistersofProvidence.org

Disciple

bt i i i i

Q ese are the Saints of Holy Cross College.
% Learn more at hce-nd.edu

Complimentary Edition of Today’s Catholic - Not Currently Subscribed? Visit TodaysCatholic.org « $25 Annual Print Subscription « FREE Digital Subscription




8 TODAY'S CATHOLIC May 28, 2023
Al Topic Draws e oy
Record Number of Japan, which along wih the city

. . . - of Nagasaki, saw hundreds of
Participants to Media thousands killed by two U.S.
Ethics Conference at atomic bombs during World War

Pontifical University in
Krakow

KRAKOW, Poland (OSV News) !
— For 17 years, the media eth- :

ics conference at the Pontifical
University of John Paul II in
Krakow, Poland, has gathered
media researchers from all over
the country. This year it attract-
ed a record number of aca-

demics. The reason? The main :
topic was the ethics of using
Al in the media space. “The :

theme is gaining momentum,”
Father Michal Drozdz, Dean of
the Social Sciences Department,
told OSV News. “So far, we're
in the stage of having fun with
ChatGPT, we're treating it as

an adventure. But we see more
and more that this is an issue

of human ethical security, and
we start our reflections from
this point at the conference,”
he said. What is at stake,
Father Drozdz said, is a threat
of the objectification of man
and empowerment of machines.
Meanwhile, tech

Executive of the California start-
up OpenAl, Sam Altman, urged
government to regulate the
increasingly powerful technol-
ogy in testimony before mem-
bers of a Senate subcommittee.

Many participants agreed that |
regulation is one challenge; the !

other is education of society.
“We can'’t stop technology, but
we have to educate,” Natalia
Hatalaska, Author of “The Age
of Paradoxes. Is Technolo

Going to Save Us?” said at the
panel closing the conference.
“When we build a hotel, it's

plugs are going to be located.”
But all the regulations are use-
less, she argued, if “I don’t
teach my child that putting his
fingers inside a ﬂlugb or using
a hair dryer in the bathtub is
dangerous.”

Nebraska Senators
Pass Bill Protecting
Children from
Abortion, Gender-
Altering Procedures

LINCOLN, Nebraska
News) — Nebraska lawmak-
ers passed a measure on May
19 prohibiting abortion at 12
weeks’ gestation and banning
gender-altering surgeries for
minors. The Let Them Grow
Act, LB574, overcame a contin-

ued filibuster effort by abortion
y : — After criticism from Catholic

groups and local fans, the Los !

rights and transgender ideolo

advocates and was sent to the
desk of Nebraska Governor Jim
Pillen, who was expected to sign

iants’ execu- |
tives are calling for regulation
of Al. On May 16, the Chief

(Catholic Retreats Planned for Male Inmates in Two
Colorado State Prisons

'-‘-..;

05V News photo/Courtesy Deacon Cliff Donnelly

Bishop James R. Golka of Colorado Springs, Colorado, administers the sacrament of
Baptism to an inmate at the Limon Correctional Facility in Colorado on March 25.

- Deacon candidates in the diocese are creating two weekend retreats to be offered in
clear and regulated where the :

June and July to inmates in two Colorado state prisons for men to provide them an
opportunity to share in the love and joy of knowing God and Catholicism.

it. The act marks the first restric- :
tion on abortion in Nebraska :
- since the U.S. Supreme Court
- overturned Roe v. Wade last
- summer and the most signifi-

cant step to protect the unborn
in the state since 2010 when
lawmakers outlawed abortion

at 20 weeks. It also represents

the first state effort to govern
gender-altering procedures for

children.
(0SV

Los Angeles Dodgers
Cancel Plans to Honor
Group Criticized as
Anti-Catholic

- LOS ANGELES %OSV News)

Angeles Dodgers removed a
self-described “leading-edge

i stron,

order of queer and trans nuns” :
- 10th annual “LGBTQ+ Pride
annual Pride Night celebration
in June. The California-based
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, :
founded in 1979, were set to :

- Bishops from U.S.,

from its list of honorees at its

receive the Dodgers’ Communi
Hero Award for their wor
organizing community service
events, including drag displays
and LGBTQ-themed comedy

. shows. Their motto, displayed
- on their website and in market-

ing materials, is “Go forth and
sin some more!” “Given the
feelings of people who
have been offended by the sis-
ters’ inclusion in our evening,

- and in an effort not to distract
- from the great benefits that we
have seen over the years of
Pride Night, we are deciding to '
- remove them from this year’s !
group of honorees,” read a May :
17 statement from the Dodgers.
. The group was scheduled to

receive the award at the team’s

Night” celebration during a June
16 home game against the San
Francisco Giants.

Japan Call on G7
Leaders to Take
“Concrete Steps”in
Eliminating Nuclear
Weapons

SEATTLE (OSV News) — Two
U.S. and two Japanese bishops
have issued a joint letter to lead-
ers of the Group of Seven (G7)
nations, calling on them to take
“concrete steps” toward end-
ing the use of nuclear weapons.
The G7 leaders — representing
the U.S., Japan, Germany, the
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1. “We strongly urge world lead-
ers at the G7 Summit to show
by example how international
leadership is ready, willing,

- and able to work with nucle-
- ar weapons and non-nuclear

weapons states to ensure no
country or city ever suffers the
horrors of nuclear war again,”
said Archbishop Paul D. Etienne
of Seattle; Archbishop John C.
Wester of Santa Fe, New Mexico;
Archbishop Peter Michiaki

i Nakamura of Nagasaki, Japan;
-and Bishop Alexis Mitsuru

Shirahama of Hiroshima in a
May 15 letter. With the G7 talks
focusing heavily on Russia’s war
on Ukraine, during which Russia
has repeatedly threatened to use
nuclear weapons, the bishops
told G7 leaders they view the

- war as a “clear demonstration
¢ of the absolute need” for nuclear

disarmament. Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, expected
to address the G7 in person, has
also called for nuclear safety in
his 10-point peace plan. The
bishops additionally stressed the
need for dialogue between the

! - U.S. and Russia to restore the
- New Strategic Arms Reduction

Treaty, Russia’s participation
in which was suspended by its
president, Vladimir Putin, in
February.

Pope Francis Adds

 Fatima Visit to World
Youth Day Trip

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Francis will visit the Shrine of
Our Lady of Fatima during his
trip to Portugal for World Youth
Day 2023, Vatican officials

- said. In a statement on May
- 22, Matteo Bruni, Director of
the Holy See Press Office, con-

firmed that the pope will travel
to Lisbon Aug. 2-6 and will
visit the Shrine of Our Lady of
Fatima on Aug. 5. The Marian
shrine at Fatima is connected
to Pope Francis’ public prayer

- appeals for an end to the war
. in Ukraine. In March of 2022,

just more than one month after
Russia launched its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, the pope
consecrated both countries
to Mary’s immaculate heart,
prag/ing before a statue of Our
Lady of Fatima in St. Peter’s

- Basilica. Before her death, Sister
- Lucia dos Santos, one of the

three Portuguese children who
claimed to see apparitions of
Our Lady of Fatima in 1917,
had saidy Mary requested that
Russia be consecrated to her
immaculate heart by a reignin

pope to bring peace to the world.

- Previous popes had consecrated
- Russia to Mary’s immaculate

heart in various forms but had
never mentioned the country
by name as Pope Francis did in
2022.
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Foundation announces
scholarships

HUNTINGTON
— The
Community
Foundation of
Huntington
County
announces
Audrie
Bowman, Blaise
Rupley, Lindsay
Godfroy, and
Samson Vickrey
as the 2023
recipients of
the Donald E.
& Lou Rayne
Scheiber
Catholic
Education
Scholarships
totaling $5,800. _
Bowman, ‘
Rupley, and
Godfroy are
members of
SS. Peter and
Paul Parish in
Huntington.
Vickrey is a
member of St.
Mary Parish in
Huntington. All
are members
of the 2023
Graduating
Class of
Huntington
North except o,
for Godfroy, N
who will gradu- ™ saAMsoN
ate from BIShOp VICKREY
Luers.

Created in 1997, the Donald
E. & Lou Rayne Scheiber
Catholic Education and Charity
Fund promotes educational
opportunities for Huntington
County students who are
members of one of three local
Catholic Churches (St. Joseph in
Roanoke and St. Mary and SS.
Peter and Paul in Huntington),
and provides charitable grants
to Catholic organizations who
promote the accepted teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church.

FAME Student
Awarded

FORT WAYNE
— Genevieve
Flood, a student
at St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton in
Fort Wayne is
one of 25 stu-
dents to receive
the FAME Art
Festival Mayor’s
Choice Award.
More than 6,000 works of stu-
dent art from the area were dis-
played at the 2023 FAME Atts
Festival.

On Wednesday, May 10,
award winners were invited to
Citizens Square and meet Mayor
Tom Henry. Mayor Henry spoke
about the importance of art in
our community and thanked all
honorees for their creativity and
participation.

~AUDRIE
BOWMAN

FLOOD

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Funds to Benefit Medical Expenses for Cancer Fight

Dennis Redding
Andy Grote receives a check from donations received at a fundraiser for his daughter,
Caroline, who is battling cancer. Pictured with Grote are Gene Dalany, Dennis Redding,
Doug Baisinger, and Joe Mikolay. Family, friends, classmates, and many others came
together to show their support on Thursday, April 13, when the St. Charles Knights of
Columbus Council 451 held a spaghetti dinner to help defray medical expenses asso-
ciated with 5-year-old Caroline Grote's fight against cancer. Caroline was diagnosed
with Wilms Disease last October. A tumor was found on one of her kidneys requir-
ing removal of the affected organ. She continues to receive treatment through Riley
Hospital in Indianapolis. Thanks to a wonderful turnout and generous free-will dona-
tions, more than $11,200 has been received to date. Let us continue to pray for her
and her family as they continue to fight.

Tournament Champions

» Provided by Lois Widner
Congratulations to the 7th/8th grade Varsity Girls’ Soccer team at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic School. They were the CYO Gold Champions as well as CYO League
Champions.

May Crownings

| 'W' I- -/ |

Phil Niswonger
Twins Olivia and
Alajandra Silva not only
received their First Holy
Communion on Sunday,
May 7, at St. Patrick Parish
in South Bend, they also
had the honor to place
the crown on the statue of
Mary in the May Crowning
ceremony in honor of Our
Blessed Mother.

Chrisopher Lushis
Following Mass on
Tuesday, May 9, at Queen
of Angels Parish in Fort
Wayne, Ellie Searcy was
invited to bestow the
crown upon Our Lady as
her classmates prayerfully
looked on.

Christopr Lusis
Students from St. John the
Evangelist School in Goshen
crown a statue of Mary in
the outdoor Grotto across
the street from the parish on
Monday, May 8, following
Mass celebrated by Father
Logan Parrish.
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THE SERRA CLUB
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offers heartfelt congratulations to

Deacon Caleb Kruse and Oscar Duarte
as you enter the diaconate.
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ol focucs ot on your ordination
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GATHOLIC PARISH -

s St. John the Evangelist Parish, Goshen
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Deacon Oscar Duarte and Deacon Caleb Kruse
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DIACONATE, from page 1

the second century, wrote
about deacons distributing
‘wine mixed with water over
which the thanksgiving was
pronounced.” St. Augustine, in
the fourth century, mentions
that the Deacon St. Lawrence
‘was a minister of the Blood of
Christ; there, for the name of
Christ, he poured out his own.’
The Deacon Lawrence, like the
Deacon St. Stephen, poured out
his blood as a martyr. They
both offered the ultimate ‘dia-
konia,” the supreme service,
their very lives in martyrdom.”

The diakonia of the altar, he
said, leads to the diakonia of
charity.

“The deacon is to be the
icon of Christ the servant, who
came not to be served, but
to serve, as we heard in the
Gospel. Like blood circulatin
through the body, giving an
sustaining life, the task of dea-
cons is to circulate the charity
of Christ within His Body, the
Church. Deacons, who prepare,
guard, and distribute the pre-
cious Blood of Christ at Mass,
are to circulate the charity of
Christ in their ministry.”

Bishop Rhoades then point-
ed to the first reading from the
book of Numbers, an account
of the presentation of the
Levites to the priests.

“Notice that the Levites
were presented to the priests
as a gift to assist them in their
ministry. Clearly, the Church
sees this as a fc};reshadowing
of deacons. In fact, since the
early centuries of the Church,
the three grades of Holy Orders
in Israel — the high priest,
priests, and Levites — were
seen as prefiguring the three
grades of the sacrament of
Holy Orders in the Church
— bishop, presbyters, and
deacons. St. Jerome, in the
fourth century, recognized this
typology and wrote the follow-
ing: ‘Bishops, presbyters, and
deacons occupy in the Church
the same positions as those
which were occupied by Aaron,
his sons, and the Levites in the
temple.””

One particular task of some
of the Levites, Bishop Rhoades
said, was to provide music at
temple liturgies.

“I had to mention this in the
homily since, as most of you
Frobably know, Oscar is a pro-

essional drummer and Caleb
a very talented saxophonist. I
don’t think that places them in
the highest stratum of deacons,
but they both have musical
talents that ho%)efully they’ll get
to use in joyful service of God’s
people.”

Referrin}% to the second
reading, which came from the
Acts of the Apostles, Bishop
Rhoades talked about one of
the seven original deacons of
the Church, St. Philip.

“He taught and evangelized
the Ethiopian eunuch and
brought him to the waters of
Baptism. The Spirit of the Lord

snatched Philip away after

he baptized the eunuch. The
eunuch saw him no more, but
continued on his way rejoicing,
the reading from Acts tells us.

“Caleb and Oscar, like Philip
the Deacon and Evangelist,
you are called to be deacon
evangelists, bringing the joy
of the Gospel to others. The
knowledge you have gained
in the seminary is not just for
yourselves. It is for others, for
the Church. The Spirit may also
snatch you away, like when
I transfer you, but with the
obedience you promise today,
you will go like St. Philip did,
to another town to preach the
1g)ood news. I pray that you will

e zealous in evangelization
and bring many to the waters
of Baptism, like Philip did, and
that you will also bring many
who have fallen away from the
faith back to the Lord and His
Church.”

After the homily, Kruse and
Duarte pledged obedience to
Bishop Rhoades and his suc-
cessors prior to lying prostrate
before the altar as a sign of
submission. After that, the
bishop laid hands on each of
the candidates and prayed the
words of consecration, confer-
ring the Holy Spirit.

Upon completion of the
prayer of ordination, each can-
didate received the book of the
Gospels — part of the respon-
sibilities of a deacon is to pro-
claim the Gospel at Mass.

After Mass, a beaming
Deacon Kruse, surrounded by
numerous cheerful family and
friends, expressed his joy as
he looked ahead to his sum-
mer assignment at St. John the
Baptist Parish in New Haven,
and said that the feeling of

ordination to the diaconate was

still “sinking in.”

Bishop Rhoades lays hands on Caleb Kruse and prays with Oscar Duarte as part of te ceremony.

Photos by John Martin

Above, Caleb Kruse and Oscar Duarte stand at the back of the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception as they prepare for Ordination to the Sacred Order of
the Diaconate on Saturday, May 20.
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Joshua Schipper
Caleb Kruse and Oscar Duarte stand in front of the altar near the end of Mass
at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception as they are ordained to the
Sacred Order of the Diaconate on Saturday, May 20.

John Marfin
Kruse and Duarte’s mothers present the gifts during Mass.

God’s Blessings upon Bishop Dwenger Alumnus
Caleb Kruse ‘14
as he enters the Order of the Diaconate
through the Sacrament of Holy Orders!

Once a Saint...Always a Saint!
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Just ordained Deacons Oscar Duarte, left, and Caleb Kruse, right, stand in obviouis joy with Bishop Rhoades after Mass.
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tionally, and spiritually. That's
NOTRE DAME, from page 7 what Catholic education is all

to endure the restrictions, the
anxiety, the isolation of COVID.
That was hard on everyone. It
was hard on you. But you made
it through. You made it through
together. The struggles and
hardships are also part of what
you take from your time at
Notre Dame and I hope you find
in them a lesson, a moment of
growth, a motivation to take

a new direction,” said Father
Jenkins.

He also noted that in an age
of social media and a desire
to post the good times, best
photos, and cheerful moments,
we miss out on the learn-
ing moments that come from
struggle. He advised the crowd
to take in all the moments, good
and bad, and find God in
moments of life. Editing out the
difficult times makes us miss
out on the gifts that can come
from those moments.

The Most Reverend Kevin
C. Rhoades was in attendance
at the celebration and had
the opportunity to share the
Eucharist with graduates. At the
end of the service, he offered a
blessing to the assembly and
some brief remarks.

“It's great to be with you and
your parents and families at this
beautiful liturgy giving thanks
to God for the many blessings
you received. Bishops are not
known for brevity when given
a microphone but I'm prob-

Nearly 25,000 people gathered for the University of Notre Dame Commencement vigil Mass for The Ascension of
the Lord at Purcell Pavilion at the Joyce Center on Saturday, May 20. Reverend John . Jenkins, (SC, President of the
University was the presiding celebrant and homilist.

ably the only thing standing
between you and your dinner
this evening so I will try not to
go long,” said Bishop Rhoades.
“I invite you to think back to
the first time you came to Notre
Dame or to your first days as

a student here. I remember my
first visit here was in November
of 2006. 1 was bishop of
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and
here for a Notre Dame — Penn
State football game. I remember
the excitement of the game and
that Notre Dame won, but [
honestly don’t remember any-
thing else about the game. I do
remember celebrating Mass in a
packed Basilica after the game.
What I remember most vividly
about the weekend was when

I arrived late Friday night and
went to the Grotto to pray the
Holy Rosary at midnight. I was
really surprised to see dozens

of students and visitors lightin;
candles and saying prayers an
I thought, ‘This is a really spe-
cial place.” And when departing
on Sunday, I thanked Father
JenkKins for his wonderful hos-
pitality, and I said this is really
a beautiful university. And
he said Bishop Rhoades, you
are always welcome to come
back. Little did I know that four
years later I would return not
as a visitor but as Bishop of
Fort Wayne-South Bend or as I
sometimes say Bishop of Notre
Dame.”

Bishop Rhoades contin-
ued, “Graduates, I share this
memgg with you to invite you
to think about your experiences
of God’s grace and love during
your years here at Our Lady’s
University and to treasure these
memories. What are the experi-
ences you hold most dear? I

@R

SINCE 1953

SAINT
ww |OSEPH

Building Famaly,
Building Futures

imagine the friendships you
have formed are at the top of
the list. There are probably par-
ticular classes that have impact-
ed your intellectual journey and
professors who have been great
mentors for you, and moments
of prayer in which your friend-
ship with Christ and your devo-
tion to our Blessed Mother have
been nurtured. As you think
about l%lour time here, I imagine
as Father John said in the hom-
ily, some challenges come to
mind like the COVID pandemic.
Hopefully, your perseverance
through these challenges has
helped you to grow in faith and
resilience. Graduates, I hope
that for all of you, your time

at Notre Dame has enabled

you to become better, deeper,
more thoughtful, more devout,
and healthier human beings
intellectually, humanly, rela-

LEARN MORE AT SAINTJOEHIGH.COM

453 N NOTRE DAME AVE, SOUTH BEND IN 46617

Lisa Konowsi

about. It is not merely obtaining
information or getting skilled
at some technique or climbing
onto the fast track for success.
It is about formation for an
authentic and holy life.”
“Graduates, I pray that you
go forth from here with Our
Lady, our mother, as your pil-
lar of faith, allowing her to lead
you to say yes as she did to the
will of God in your life’s jour-
ney. May Mary, most holy, our
lord’s first and greatest disciple,
help you to embrace the chal-
lenge of Christian discipleship.
Through your generous gift of
self, you can make a great con-
tribution to the kingdom of God
and the mission of the Church,”
said Bishop Rhoades. “Having
met many of you, I don’t expect
that you will settle for medioc-
rity or shallow or superficial
lives. I encourage you to con-
tinue to dive deeply into the
life of God and his Church and
to live your lives as a spiritual
adventure, as a journey of
faith, hope, and love. Livin
in God’s grace like Mary, who
was full of grace, you will find
true freedom, inner peace, and
genuine joy. Staying close to
Notre Dame, your Mother, may
you walk the path of holiness,
bear witness to her son, and
spread the fragrance of His
love in a world that desper-
ately needs it. Congratulations,
graduates!”

(574) 233-6137
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Holy Cross College Graduates told to ‘Put Out into the Deep’
-

BY CHRISTOPHER LUSHIS

é¢ ut out into the deep!”

These words from

Bishop Rhoades to the
graduating class at Holy Cross
College, echoing Jesus’ invita-
tion to St. Peter, reminded of
the importance to courageously
pursue greatness through faith
and trust in the Lord.

At the Baccalaureate Mass
on Friday, May 19, Bisho
Rhoades emphasized, “All of
us can live superficial lives if
we want to. We can settle for
mediocrity and immerse our-
selves in a shallow culture we
create for ourselves or we can
dive deeply into the life of God
and His Church and embrace
the challenge of Christian dis-
cipleship. Pope Benedict XVI
once said to young geo le
like you: “The world offers
you comfort. But you were
not made for comfort. You
were made for greatness.”
Graduates, if comfort is your
aim, your lives will be medio-
cre. God calls you to so much
more. He calls you to “put out
into the deep” into the depths
of His love in the depths of
your souls. He calls you to a
deep friendship with Him. He
is calling you to lEursue perfec-
tion, holiness. Think of any
of the saints of the Church.
They did not live superficial
lives. Instead, they obeyed
Jesus’ command to put out into
the deep and they received a
miracle like St. Peter did: an
invasion of God’s grace in their
lives. This can happen to us as
well.”

Bishop Rhoades also
reminded of the challenges
that can come in the Christian
life, stating, “The cross may
look like failure, sorrow, and
defeat. But the cross is the
full power of God’s boundless
love, and the greatest expres-
sion of His love. It is indeed
“the wisdom of God,” who out
of love became man and suf-
fered and died for us to bring
us eternal life and salvation.
To live our lives with faith in
the Son of God who loves us
and gave Himself for us is the
most fulfilling and adventurous
life. The Lord calls us to take
up our cross and follow Him,
which means imitating His
self-giving love and seeking
not to be served, but to serve.
It means not living a selfish,
narcissistic, and materialistic
life. Rather, it means living for
God and others. The wisdom
of the cross is the source of a
meaningful life and a life of
interior joy and peace. The way
of Jesus is the path that leads
to true greatness, the greatness
we were made for, which is
holiness. It's the life that leads
to eternal joy in the glory of
the resurrection. From a merely
human point of view and the

.

Photos by Evan Cobb

Graduates of Holy Cross College throw their caps in the air in celebration
following Commencement on Saturday, May 20, at the Pfeil Center in Notre

Dame.

logic of the world, taking up
the cross, living the Beatitudes
and the other teachings of
Jesus and the Church, may
seem foolish and may even
bring scorn upon us. “Putting
out into the deep” seemed
foolish to Peter, but he did it.
We're called to say with St.
Peter: “Lord, at your command
I will lower the nets.” I'll put
out into the deep. I'll trust your
word. I'll leave the security of
a superficial life to embark on
the adventure of life with you
as my Master. I will take up the
cross and follow you.”

The following day, the
College held their 56th com-
mencement exercises in
the Pfeil Center, with ini-
tial introductions from John
Gschwind, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, and Dr.
Michael Griffin, Provost.
Griffin exclaimed, “This is the
commencement of your lives
as graduates of Holy Cross
College, that is to say, as inno-
vative scholars, courageous
citizens, virtuous leaders and
hopeful disciples in a world
that tremendously needs you!”

Stephen McNulty, this year’s
Valedictorian, graduating with
a degree in Theology and a
minor in Business, reminded
his classmates and peers
that they have not come to
this place of achievement on
their own, but have benefited
from the support of many.
McNulty personally thanked
those who helped him in his
own journey, including, fam-

ily, faculty, his fiancée, and
his mentor, Andrew Ouellette,
formerly Director of Campus
Ministry, now Director o
Foundation Relations and
Church Relations. In the heart
of his speech, McNulty empha-
sized the conversion of heart
he experienced at Holy Cross,
coming to see the importance
of a liberal arts education, not
merely following the path of
“the more you learn, the more
you earn,” but the value of
seeking wisdom for its own
sake. Acknowledging that
Holy Cross has provided a
worthwhile financial return on
investment, he also expressed
his gratitude for being chal-
lenged to see beyond personal
monetary gain and instead
seek knowledge to become a
“master critical thinker” whose
whole person is educated in the

service of the common good.

Holy Cross also honored
three Salutatorians, each rep-
resenting the College’s three
academic departments who, in
the words of Provost Griffin, in
their scholarship and presence
at the College have exempli-
fied the hig%est ideals of a
Holy Cross education. Daniela
Bautista-Amick received the
award in the Department
of Social Sciences, Brandon
Bowman in the Department
of Natural and Quantitative
Sciences, and Lydia Fell in the
Department of Humanities.

Honorary doctoral degrees
were then conferred upon
four individuals, recognized
for “bringing honor to their
communities, to the Church,
to the world and to the mis-
sion of Holy Cross.” Recipients
were Larry Garatoni, Elizabeth
Naquin Borger, Deacon Melvin
R. Tardy, Jr., and Father Fred
Jenga, C.S.C.

Holy Cross Father Fred
Jenga, C.S.C., President of Holy
Cross Family Ministries, deliv-
ered the 2023 Commencement
address. A native of Uganda
who studied in Rome and has
taught at universities in Africa,
Asia, and North America,
Father Jenga now continues
the ministerial work begun
by Venerable Father Patrick
Peyton, C.S.C., who continu-
ally emphasized, “The Family
that Prays Together Stays
Together,” and, “A world at
prayer is a world at peace.”
Building on Father Peyton’s
rich legacy, Holy Cross Family
Ministries uses mass media,
social media, and live events to
accomplish its mission across
five continents, one family at
a time.

A first-generation col-
le%e graduate who walked to
school and church without
shoes, Father Jenga lived with
little food and money, but
worked hard and responsibly.
He shared, “My friends and
I learned that it was not our
background that would deter-
mine our future, but our choic-
es, our work ethics, our rela-
tionships, and our abiding faith
in God that would determine

our success down the road.”
Recognizing the college’s focus
on students becoming compe-
tent and courageous leaders,
scholars, %lob citizens, and
disciples, he stressed, “Please
know that the philosophy and
values taught by this institu-
tion are functional in the real
world. If you desire to trans-
form your life and the lives of
others, embody these values
and keep sharpening them
throughout your life. These
values will make you uniquely
you and you will fulfill the
urpose for which God put you
ere.” Sharing upon his own
experiences of working as a
youth chaplain in the slums
of Nairobi as well as sitting in
board rooms with some of the
wealthiest people in the United
States, he reiterated the impor-
tance of having the openness
and courage to cross borders
and encounters others. He
continued, “As human beings,
we are created for relationship
with somethin}g1 higher than
ourselves. Faith in God has
provided me with structure,
values, discipline, and a com-
munity that I can continue to
lean on. When you lean on
God, you will be amazed at the
strength, stability, and mean-
ing that you will be able to find

in your life.”
The alumni address was
delivered by 2015 graduate

Robert Lulgjuraj, who served
as President of the Student
Government Association during
his senior year and now serves
as a Prosecuting Attorney for
the Wayne County Prosecutor’s
Office in Detroit.

The events concluded with
an address from President
Marco Clark, who completed
his first year as the first lay
person to serve as leader in
the College’s 56-year his-
tory. Doctor Clark expressed
his deep appreciation for his
administrative team and for a
staff and faculty dedicated to
providing “a rigorous and rele-
vant Catholic liberal arts educa-
tion rooted in relationships and
focused on the common good,”
and in support for the new
graduates, each their own story
and journey of fperseverance.

All events of the
Commencement exercises
can be viewed on Holy Cross
College’s website at hce-nd.
edu/commencement.

Holy Cross College students carry
the flags across campus as they pro-
cess into the Pfeil Center for their
Commencement ceremony.
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New Chapter of Benedic
Seeking God in Everyday

BY LISA KOCHANOWSKI

t a young age, Pa

Opaczewski felt c;%ed by

God to live a life of faith.
Her time being educated in the
Catholic schools left a lasting
impression on her including a
deep love and admiration for
the Sisters. Although she dis-
cerned religious life, she also
knew she desperately wanted
a family and took the path of
marriage and motherhood.

“I talked to God a lot and I
said, ‘You know what, I think
[ would love that life, but T
really want a family too,””
recalled Opaczewski. She got
married and had four children.
Unfortunately, the marriage
ended in divorce and her chil-
dren grew and started lives of
their own. “And so, years went
by and I was searching again
and doing everything I could at
church. I belonged at that time
to St. Matthew’s Cathedral in
South Bend. I was a Eucharistic
minister and used to go to all
of the retreats. I just soaked up
anything I could find but I just
kept wanting more.”

A chance reading of a
pamphlet about St. Meinrad
Archabbey inspired her to travel
to the monks of the Benedictine
community and learn more
about their work and devotion
to the Rule of St. Benedict with
the motto ‘ora et labora’ or pray
and work.

“It felt like home. And the
people down there are so wel-

coming. All the monks and

the brothers, eve?/one is just

so welcoming,. It fills a part in
your life,” said Opaczewski. She
joined the Benedictine Oblates
of St. Meinrad Archabbey in
2004.

The Benedictine Oblates of
St. Meinrad Archabbey form
a community that adheres to
the teaching of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, the holy “Rule of
St. Benedict,” and the values of
the monks of St. Meinrad. The
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend has a local chapter started
by Oblate Dan Sheets. They
meet at the St. Bavo Community
Center every third Monday of
the month. Members of the
chapter, a small local commu-
nity of believers from different
parishes, live by the “Rule of
St. Benedict.” They support one
another and join together in
prayer and spiritual discovery.
The mission statement for chap-
ters of Benedictine Oblates of
St. Meinrad is: “We, Benedictine
Oblates of St. Meinrad
Archabbey, are Christian men
and women, lay and ordained,
living in the world, united by
the holy ‘Rule of St. Benedict.’
We come together in chapters
to support one another and
strengthen our spiritual life
through liturgical celebration,
instruction, and fellowship in
Christ, so ‘that in all things God
may be glorified.”” (RB 57:9)

To become an Oblate, one
must be a Christian lay or
ordained person with an upright
character, not be an oblate o

HELPING CATHOLICS
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We're here to provide Catholics with the resources they need to grow in their relationship

Life
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Lisa Kochanowski

Dan Sheets, Benedictine Oblates of St. Meinrad Archabbey Chapter Organizer,
leads the group in prayer at their monthly meeting at St. Bavo Parish in

Mishawaka on Monday, May 14.

another monastery, and have
an earnest desire for spiritual
advancement according to the
Christian ideas outlined in

the “Rule of St. Benedict.”
Interested persons embark on

a novitiate program that lasts

a minimum of one year with a
maximum of two years. After a
year as an oblate, novices par-
ticipate in a ceremony called the
act of final oblation and become

permanent members of the
monastic family.

According to the St. Meinrad
information site, the group
strives through prayer, liturgi-
cal celebration, instruction, and
fellowship in Christ to be people
who experience the richness of
the Benedictine monastic tradi-
tion while living in the world.

Oblates are formed with
three promises and five duties.

ine Oblates Fulfills Need for Those

The first promise, stability of
heart, expresses the commit-
ment the oblate makes to a
particular monastic community.
The stability of the heart reaf-
firms the basic promise of con-
version made at b.’zllptism. The
second promise, fidelity to the
spirit of monastic life, expresses
a commitment to live lives of
spirituality, piety, and balance.
The third promise, obedience
to the will of God, expresses

a commitment to growth in

the discernment of God’s will
through prayer, spiritual direc-
tion, and faithfulness to one’s
religious traditions.

Oblates accept five duties
into their lives that hold a for-
mative and sustaining function
in their journey. The five duties
are praying the Liturgy of the
Hours, regularly reading the
“Rule of St. Benedict,” practic-
ing lectio divina, being faithful
to the sacraments or other reli-
gious practices, and cultivating
a sense of God’s presence in
daily living. Benedictine Oblates
of St. Meinrad Archabbey are
committed to forming a com-
munity of love and faith based
on the promises and duties of
oblate life.

Different reasons and cir-
cumstances call people to join
a monastic lifestyle. The timing
was everything for Tim Allega,
and his life changes led him to
the Oblates.

“About three years ago,
we became fully retired and
moved to South Bend to be
closer to the grandchildren.

with God, wherever they are — commuting to work, doing tasks around the house,

sitting down with a good book, or gathering the kids for some family prayer time.
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And at that time, I noticed a
nice little announcement that
said a chapter was forming of
the Oblates,” said Allega about
how he became involved with
the local chapter. He attended
St. Meinrad High School back
in the 1950s which ignited

his association with the com-
munity. “During the time of
becoming fully retired, I needed
a little boost to provide a little
discipline to my prayer life and
the Oblate chapter has certainly
done that for me.”

Through his participation,
he has realized the Benedictine
fundamental princiﬁle is to help
one another get to heaven.
“And I figured I needed some
help, so I hope that by being
a member of the Oblate com-
munity, I'm getting that help
and perhaps providing help to
my brother Oblates and sister
Oblates in that direction.”

Allega began his formation
{)eriod during the COVID-19 iso-

ation period. The novice period
is a one-year program where
participants complete a series of
12 lessons under the mentor-
ship of one of the monks. They
receive a challenge every month
and are required to respond to a
list of short readings.

“It was a real opportunity to
get closer to God,” notes Allega.
While in quarantine, the pro-

am formation was a welcome
reak from listening to CNN
and a way of remaining active

and connected during a time of
isolation.

John Lehner went on a
men’s retreat that took him to
St. Meinrad’s and he said he
thoroughly enjoyed the experi-
ence. He returned home from
the trip on a Sunday night and
called the director on Monday
morning asking to become an
Oblate.

Lehner said his reasons were
deeper than just an inspirational
moment on a retreat though.
Years ago, while doing his daily
52-mile commute to work, he
was in a horrible accident. Hit
broadside by a semi, his vehicle
was pushed more than 135
feet and his life was changed.
Lehner found himself frustrated
with God asking why this hap-
pened to him. Words from his
pastor saying he needed to look
at this experience not as why
did it happen to me, but I sur-
vived because God has more for
me to do on this earth inspired
his journey to a deeper devotion
to his faith.

Lehner became a regular
volunteer at St. Meinrad’s
Archabbey and found great joy
in his work and connections
with the monks and Oblates.
“It's just a whole different expe-
rience rather than just an every-
day walk of life. It just makes
me feel so close to God.”

A visit to the Sisters in
Ferdinand, Indiana, had a last-
ing impression on Oblate Karen

Dwyer who upon research fell
in love with the Benedictine
Rule and Benedictine way of
life. She spent several years
going on retreats with the
Sisters and found the oppor-
tunity to join a local chapter of
Benedictine Oblates immedi-
ately sparked her interest.

“I was just retiring at that
point and I thought, ‘I need
something to do and this really
is attractive to me,” so I came to
the first meeting that we had.
There was just a very small
number of us and I attended the
meetings for a year,” recalled
Dwyer. She was called to
become a novice and took her
final profession to the organiza-
tion in 2021.

“As a local chapter of
Benedictines in the diocese, the
greatest highlight was having
Bishop Rhoades visit us at our
monthly meeting in April. It
was such an honor to have him
pray with us and see what we
do,” said Dwyer about a memo-
rable moment within the local
chapter. “We presented him
with a copy of the ‘Rule of St.
Benedict’ because of its impor-
tance in forming our spirituality.
We also presented him with
some of the products made by
the monks like Peanut Brother
Daily Grind peanut butter and
Alleluia Almond Butter. It was a
lovely, informal visit and meant
so much to all of us to share
our faith with our bishop.”

Lisa Kochanowski
Benedictine Oblates of St. Meinrad Archabbey Mishawaka Chapter meet at the St. Bavo Church Community Center in
Mishawaka on Monday, May 14.

Dwyer said her time being
part of the Mishawaka Chapter
of Benedictine Oblates of St.
Meinrad Archabbey has been
a wonderful experience. “This
?ast Christmas, we adopted a

amily and provided $250 for
groceries and bought clothes
and to};lfs for the children. I was
overwhelmed by the generosity
of our small group in providing
a happy Christmas for this small
family. It is so nice to have a
group pull together to make a
service project so successful.”

To learn more about the
local chapter of the Benedictine
Oblates of St. Meinrad
Archabbey, contact chapter
leader Dan Sheets at drsheets@
aol.com.
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BY LISA KOCHANOWSKI

fter years of prepara-

tion, prayer, and deep

spiritual reflection, 23
youth from St. Paul Chapel and
St. Anthony of Padua Parish
in Angola, took their final step
in Christian initiation through
the celebration of Confirmation.
Since both parishes share
Father Osman Ramos as their
pastor, the groups gathered at
St. Anthony of Padua for the
celebration on Thursday, May
18.

“Tonight, you will be sealed
with the gift to the Holy Spirit,
so you'll be fully initiated
into the church,” said Bishop
Rhoades at the Mass. “As they
receive the Holy Spirit, we pray
they will always live as faithful
disciples of Jesus.”

“Our Confirmation program
is a two-year program begin-
ning in the 7th grade and fin-
ishing with our Confirmation
Mass with Bishop Rhoades
during the spring of their
8th-grade year. In the 7th
and 8th grades, the students
study Jesus Christ, Liturgy and
Sacraments, Morality, Prayer,
the Church, and Church his-
tory. In the 7th grade, the cat-
echists, Wendy Yagodinski and

Lisa Gibson, concentrate on the
Theology of the Body Program,
Morality, and Prayer. In the

8th grade, our catechist, Ben
Roederer, concentrates on Jesus
Christ, Liturgy and Sacraments,
the Church, and Church histo-
ry,” said Cathy Bryan, Director
of Religious Education at St.
Anthony of Padua.

Students also have the
chance to work together, and in
the community, completing 30
hours of service including help-
ing with activities at the paris
such as the fish fry events,
Breakfast with St. Nick, clean-
ing the church, Advent Wreath
Workshop, Vacation Bible

School, helping with the rum-
mage sale, and raking leaves.
Assisting neighbors or other
community organizations is
welcomed and recommended to
ive the students the chance to
etter know their community.

“Every year, we have a

Confirmation Retreat at the
Basilica of the Sacred Heart at
Notre Dame or we participate
in the Diocesan Retreat for
Confirmation students,” notes
Bryan.

Ty Couch of St. Paul Chapel
icked the name St. Hubert for
is confirmation name. “I like

hunting and I like the same
things he does,” said Couch

THE ADDED VALUE OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION

YOU BELONG HERE

Colin wanted an education that would connect his faith to the
modern world. He found it at the University of Saint Francis.

“MY FAITH GREW TREMENDOUSLY AT USF. | LOVED THE
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FRIENDSHIPS BECAUSE WE SHARED THE SAME GOAL:
TO BETTER OUR LIVES, GROW OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH
JESUS, AND SERVE THE WORLD.”

COLIN WHITE, ’23
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UNIVERSITY of
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Lisa Kochanowski
At a Confirmation Mass at St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Angola on Thursday, May 18, 23 youth from St. Paul Chapel
and St. Anthony of Padua took their final step in Christian initiation.

about his name choice, who is
the patron saint of hunters.

Family friend Chris Pierson
was Couch’s sponsor. Pierson
has watched Couch grow up,
seeing him at Mass each week.
The duo shares a love of the
outdoors and has formed a
lasting friendship that also
became part of Couch’s spiri-
tual journey.

“He’s one of my best friends
and we like to do things
together,” said Couch. “Today
means a lot to me and makes
me closer to God.”

Pierson has enjoyed watch-
ing the family grow up at St.
Paul’s and was honored to be

named a sponsor for confir-
mation. He plans to support
Couch in any way he needs as
a friend and spiritual mentor.
“This means a lot to me,” said
Pierson, who is proud of the
young man Couch has become.

Evelyn Rinard of St.
Anthony of Padua took the
name St. Monica because she
loved the name and her beauti-
ful story. “Today means a lot
to me.”

She continued a family
tradition and asked her grand-
father, Norman Thomas, to be
her sponsor. Rinard said her
grandfather is a faithful gerson
who goes to church regularly
and is a good role model for
her irlln her faith life. d

“This is my youngest grand-
child and I'm happy to do it,”
said Thomas. He plans to do
anything he can to help his
granddaughter’s spiritual jour-
ney even if it means buying
breakfast or donuts after going
to church together.

Leah Headley of St. Paul
Chapel chose the name of St.
Rita because she is the patron
saint of the impossible and she
finds that amazing. The prepa-
ration journey for confirmation
was great and she enjoyed the
opportunity to fgo on a retreat
with students from St. Anthony
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of Padua to meet and interact
with new people. The whole
experience was very special to
Headley and she is glad to now
be a permanent member of the
Church.

Headley was blessed to have
her godmother, Sheila Vorst,
as her confirmation sponsor.
The two are close and Headley
is grateful to Vorst for her con-
stant support of her faith life.
“She is a really good person
and important to me.”

“She means a lot to me,”
said Vorst, who is honored to
be part of her life and spiritual
journey. Vorst plans to contin-
ue guiding Headley whenever
she needs her and being a sup-
port person in life.

Everyone gathered prayed
for all of the youth assembled
in the church and celebrated

this momentous occasion in
their spiritual journey with
attendance at Mass and at a
social gathering afterward.

“I hope the confirmands use
the gifts of the Holy Spirit to
grow in their faith and con-
tinue their journey into adult-
hood,” said Bryan. “The grace
they receive will strengthen
their personal relationship with
Christ and help them to build
up the Church and be witness-
es of Christ to others. They are
the future of the Church!”

“M ];;rayer for every single
one of them, all 23 of you, is
that you will grow in holiness.
You will grow in holiness and
become saints, which means
that you'll live in perfect joy
with God and all the other

saints in heaven,” said Bishop ST. PAUL’S
Rhoades.
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Evelyn Rinard of St. Anthony of Padua was accompanied by her grandfather
and sponsor, Norman Thomas, during Confirmation Mass at St. Anthony of

Padua in Angola on Thursday, May 18.
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Avilla Confirmation Preparation Produces Catholic Identity

BY JENNIFER LITCHFIELD

Confirmation, recipients
xperience an outpouring of

the Holy Spirit and the Bishop
seals their acceptance of the
Catholic faith. At Confirmation,
recipients of the sacraments
are also recognized as adults
in the Church. Chad Helmkamp
ensures that his students’ prep-
aration for this sacrament con-
sists of the beliefs of our faith
and conversations about the
role of the Holy Spirit within a
confirmed Catholic when fac-
ing the challenges of the world.
Classroom instruction and
retreat encounters applty the
love of the candidates for God,
family, and their faith commu-
nity so they can walk in con-
fidence knowing their identity
as a child of God. Helmkamp’s
insight brings evidence that
Confirmation preparations
ought to cultivate students’
faith community and the sup-
port they have when facing
challenges in their world.

Helmkamp has been teach-
ing 6th, 7th, and 8th-grade
religion for 21 years. For
the last eight years, he has
organized the Confirmation
retreats for St. Mary of the
Assumption Catholic School
in Avilla in partnership with
other area Catholic schools. His
Confirmation preparation devel-
ops from his understanding of
the human person’s need to be

IIEl the Sacrament of

2. il

Susan Curtis

Chad Helmkamp, Religion Teacher at St. Mary of the Assumption Catholic School in Avilla, poses with his Confirmation
students at the 2023 Confirmation retreat held at Inmaculate Conception Parish in Kendallville.

The outpouring of love from
teachers and parents allows
students to embrace the chal-

known. lenges of the
“At the end world through

of tg]ei %ay, the guifd—h

we all have , ., ., ance of the

dignity, which ~ “The beauty of the Catholicfaith - Holy Spirit in

means ‘I need Confirmation.

to matter.” And

is that the faith does not change.

This serves as

we all need the foundation
to be loved ) for formal edu-
— we need The core beliefs that we have:  cation in theol-
{L(I) ?ellggg'"’ ogy classes for
goalsinhis  thatis whowe are as Catholic. g%%sr%%et‘s“fhe
Confirmation . ' ~ truths of the
preparation are S jf s reqlly kind of a rock-solid - Church in the
tI}llat studer(llts hearts of the
“have an iden- . . i
tity when they  foundation to build offof The candidates,
leave.” . . during the
Helmkamp — Seyep) Giffs gre qoing fo bethe  retreat.
recognizes Within the
and embraces . classroom,
similarities Seven Gifts no matter how many  Helmkamp
between rais- incorporates
ing prepated  generations of Catholics come” the six tasks
Cogﬁflmation which inter-
and the mingle with
Trinity. CHAD HELMRAMP Chu%éh his-
“The par- tory, and the
ents are their “Confirmed
primary edu- in the Spirit”

cators. It is really trinitarian.
You have God the Father, God
the Son, who loved each other
so much they formed the Holy
Spirit. If you have parents and
teachers who care about what
their child is doing, you have a
child that is really strong.”

booklet which guides the units.
Incorporated into each unit, the
students discuss knowledge,
prayer, and service.

“The beauty of the Catholic
faith is that the faith does not
change. The core beliefs that
we have: that is who we are as

Catholics. So, it is really kind of
a rock-solid foundation to build
off of. The Seven Gifts are
going to be the Seven Gifts no
matter how many generations
of Catholics come.”

The Church’s holy wisdom

ives students the common
owledge they need in order
to be best prepared for the
reception of the sacrament.

Each activity during the
retreat focuses on one of the
Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Helmkamp plans an “anchor”
or symbol to represent each gift
for each activity. For example,
support letters from parents
are the culminating feature of
the retreat.

“That was the wonder and
awe because of our parents. It
sets it concretely for the stu-
dents. ‘Hey, we are all in this.
I have a huge support network
in my faith, and if T ever have
questions, I know that there
are people who love and care
about me who can help me.’
The parents bless the students
at the beginning of the retreat
and the letters from the par-
ents are the last thing that stu-
dents receive before they go to
Mass. There is a lot of parental
involvement even though they
are not there.”

The Confirmation retreat
ministers to the hearts of stu-
dents to connect their knowl-
edge to an encounter with the
gifts of the Holy Spirit and dis-
cuss adulthood in the Church.

At Confirmation, candidates
receive the gifts and graces

of the Catholic Church, and
Helmkamp uses struggles the
students have to lead and dem-
onstrate how the Holy Spirit
can aid them in the crosses
they bear.

“We take what is happening
in our world and we bring that
into how this activity will be,
because an activity that we had
done 30 years ago may not be
relevant to the kid of today.”

As the years go on, the
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world has changed, but the
Church’s beauty and teachings
continue to outline the focus
of Helmkamp’s Confirmation
retreat.

To gauge what the students
wrestle with, Helmkamp leads
an activity where students
write their struggles on sticky
notes and place them on a
Cross.

“I think it is eye-openin,
to see something you would
never have a conversation with
them about and now they are
sharing it on these sticky notes
that we as adults can actu-
ally read. So, we kind of know
where their minds are at, what
they feel are the problems of
our world, what they feel are
the crosses they carry.”

Helmkamp said that, at
times, students will share
struggles that he describes
as “too heavy to bear,” and
that adults would never know
unless students shared it with
them. “The retreat gives us an
opportunity to do that.”

The presence of the fami-
lies and the Franciscan Sisters
of the Sacred Heart, Sister
Theresa Renninger and Sister
Deborah Funfsinn, in school
and religious education pro-

ams show students the faith-

Iness and steadfastness that
the Church gives them to “go
make of all disciples” with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Helmkamp’s experience
testifies that all Confirmation
preparation should be con-
centrated on the beauty of the
Church’s knowledge and be rel-
evant to the candidate’s crosses
to allow open dialogue about
the reality of walking in the
light of the Holy Spirit.

Helmkamp said, “The way
the gifts manifest themselves
in the students is one of the
greatest joys of watching it.”
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Emerging Age-Verification Laws
Will Make the Internet Safer

new Utah law, SB 287,

which went into effect

on Wednesday, May 3,
began to restrict minors’ access
to pornographic websites. The
law requires websites that dis-
tribute “pornography and other
materials defined as being harm-
ful to minors” to implement age-
verification systems that confirm
a visitor’s age in order to access
content. The internet has made
pornography more available and
accessible than ever before. And
we — Catholics, lawmakers, par-
ents, and all people of goodwill
— must do something about it.
That's why laws like the recent
one enacted in Utah deserve our
praise and emulation.

According to Semrush, porno-
graa[%hic websites generate more
traffic than Twitter, Instagram,
Netflix, Pinterest, and LinkedIn
combined in the United States.
On one major website, PornHub,
visitors consumed more than
5,824,699,200 hours of porno-
graphic content in 2019. That’s
the equivalent of nearly 665 cen-
turies of pornography viewed on
a single website in just one year.

Pornography isn’t sim-
ply harmless recreation.
Pornography has been found
to lower marriage rates (people
who view pornography are less
likely to get married than those
who do not) and decrease rela-
tionship satisfaction. Those who
view pornography are lonelier
and have lower self-esteem.
Pornographic content routinely
pelg)etuates racist stereotypes
and sexual violence and aggres-

sion. And these are just some of
the evils and societal harms in
the lives of those who use por-
nography.

That's to say nothing of the
fact that pornographic websites
have been repeatedly linked to
sex trafficking and the distri-
bution of images and content
portraying minors committing
sexual acts.

A survey conducted among
victims of nonconsensual por-
nogra[f)hy found that 51 per-
cent of respondents expressed
thoughts of suicide as a result of
the image-based abuse, while a
staggen’ng 93 percent reported
enduring intense emotional dis-
tress.

In response to the bill,
PornHub made headlines when
it decided to block users in Utah
from visiting the site altogether.
The adult entertainment indus-
try’s trade association filed a
lawsuit against the state of Utah,
alleging that SB 287 violates both
the First Amendment’s protection
of free speech and the Fourteenth
Amendment’s right to privacy.

But we're not talking about
the rights of American adults in
the Utah bill; we're talking about
the protection of our children.
Currently, it is a crime under U.S.
federal law to expose minors to
pornography. It is only lo%ical,
then, that measures should be
taken to ensure that minors do
not have unencumbered access
to adult sites.

Twelve U.S. states have or are
considering age-verification laws
similar to Utah’s. Earlier this
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year, when a similar law was
passed in Louisiana, PornHub
reportedly experienced an 80
percent loss in web traffic in the
Pelican State. Despite concerns
that websites have not fully
complied with the Louisiana law,
the initial impact is clear.

In fact, even if enforcement
and application of a user-
verification law is imperfect and
incomplete, the laws are worth
fighting for in order to raise
the debate about the numerous
harmful effects of internet por-
nography. We cannot wait for a
pertect solution. The urgency of
the situation calls for immediate
action.

Making our communities
safe for our children — from
advocating for their safety dur-
ing the clergy sexual abuse crisis
to fighting off any other threat
that might prey upon them — is
a duty that falls on our society
as a whole. Some might see a
law like SB 287 and reply that
it'’s a parent’s duty to protect a
child and determine what is or is
not appropriate for him or her to
view. But we already have age-
based requirements for watching
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Anxiety Is Prevalent

in All of Us

nxiety is rooted in fear
of perceived danger,
in the perception that
something is about to go
wrong or will go wrong in the
future. But what Jesus teaches
us is to come back to the pres-
ent moment — to be where
your feet are because tomor-
row will have enough trouble.
Although it is okay to be con-
cerned about the future, we
shouldn’t worry about it.
There is a difference
between experiencing anxiety
and having an anxiety disor-
der. Anxiety becomes a mental
health concern when it starts
interrupting your day-to-day
functioning — when the dis-
tress is taking away from your
ability to engage with people as
a friend, or to engage in your
job or aI]lf’ role you might have.
Not all anxiety is bad. For
example, if you are going to
confession, you may experi-
ence some anxiety, which is
normal. Negative thoughts are
normal, too, but not helpful.
But just because we “think”
something may happen or is
happening does not make it
fact. We have to identify and
observe our thinking. We
always have thoughts, but
not every thought is accurate.
Accepting a self-induced anxi-
ety as reality can impact not
only ourselves but also how we
interact with others.
Many times, self-care can
be hijacked by the marketing
industry, encouraging you to
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“treat yourself,” (and spend
money on distractions). That is
not what self-care is. Self-care
is what feeds your soul —
what fuels you and gives you
energy.

What self-care is really
depends on your personality.
You mi%ht need somethin
as simple as buying a coffee,
reading a book, going fishing,
exercising, or simply taking
time for self-reflection in order
to feel restored. For others, it
may mean speaking to a thera-
pist once a week.

Asking yourself, “What do 1
need?” might be seen as selfish
by some, but it is actually self-
less and important; we cannot
give when we don’t receive. We
cannot pour out from an empty
cup. It needs to be filled, first.

Our thoughts impact our
perspective and our emotions.
In turn, our actions are affected
because our emotions are lived
experiences within our bodies.

What does God tell us about
anxiety? Your homework is to
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Feast of Pentecost
John 20:19-23

is weekend, the Church

celebrates the Feast of

Pentecost, one of the most
important feasts of the Church’s
liturgical year. It is richly bibli-
cal in its background, and it is
profoundly educational both in
its own message as well as in its
place in the chronology of events
commemorated these past
weeks, with Good Friday, Easter,
and the Feast of the Ascension
being the most important.

At one time, Christians chiefly
were of Jewish origin, and there-
fore observed the Jewish holy
days. Very early in the history of

Central Figure of Salvation

Christianity, this fact changed.
Missionaries such as St. Paul
himself took the Gospel far and
wide, winning converts from
paganism. Then, as a result of
rebelling against the Romans
in 70 A.D., the Jews themselves
were almost annihilated.

Consequently, Christians
stolpped celebrating the Jewish
holy days. An exception is
Pentecost, although the Christian
observance centers upon the
distinctly Christian character of
the day.

Nevertheless, the Christian
character heavily draws ug:n
the Jewish context of the day. In
time, Pentecost became for Jews
a celebration of Jewish identity,
rejoicing in the collective role of
the Chosen People.

For Christians, Pentecost
commemorates the ultimate
formation by God of the Church.
The process reveals the divinity
of Jesus, and the perfect union
of the Holy Trinity not just in
essence or being, but also in
mission.

Important in this reading is
the obvious community of the

Apostles and of believers with
them. Together, as one, they
received the power of the Holy
Spirit, promised and sent by
Christ.

The Holy Spirit comes as God.
The imagery is strong with Old
Testament associations. The
divine Spirit comes as fire, an
image so often used for God in
the Scriptures.

Strengthened by the Holy
Spirit, the Apostles have divine
Fower itself. They are without

ear. Fortified too are all the
members of the community.

Forming the community were
peoH}e from every place. Salvation
is offered all who love God.

First Corinthians furnishes
the second reading. This read-
ing clearly states that belief in
Jesus as Lord belongs only to
the humble and faithful. Without
humility, without faith, humans
are confused and seriously sub-
ject to their own limitations.

St. John’s Gospel provides the
last reading. It is a Resurrection
Narrative. The Risen Lord
appears before the Apostles, the
specially chosen and commis-

sioned, and the special students.
He is God, possessing the Holy
Spirit, able to give the life and
power of the Spirit. He gives this
power to the Apostles, specifi-
cally vesting them with the most
divine of powers, the power to
forgive sins.

Reflection

The Church concludes its
brilliant story of the sacrifice
and then Resurrection of Jesus.
Jesus is the Savior. It was to
give all people a place with God,
and eternal life in God, that God
providentially offered the world
salvation in Jesus.

Thus, the story of salvation
has one central figure. This fig-
ure is Jesus the Lord. He live
a human life. God in every
sense, Jesus was human. It is
the mystery and miracle of the
Incarnation.

Jesus ascended to heaven.

Jesus did not desert us, however.

To continue salvation, Jesus
called the Apostles. Specially
taught, present when no one

else was present, they had
unique lessons, revelations from
the Lord.

Their task was to assist us in
overcoming our human limita-
tions and in understanding the
Gospel.

The community of believers
isnota ha%penstance of people
standing side by side. In the
Spirit, they share one source of

ife. Thus, Christians act in com-
munion — ideally.

READINGS

Sunday: Acts 2:1-11 Ps 104:1, 24,29-31,
341 Cor 123b-7,12-13Jn 20:19-23
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 Ps 87L1-3,
5-7Jn 19:25-34

Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12 Ps 50:5-8, 14,
23 Mk 10:28-31

Wednesday: Zep 3:14-18a

(Ps) Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 Lk 1:39-56
Thursday: Sir 42:15-25 Ps 33:2-9

Mk 10:46-52

Friday: Sir 44:1,9-13 Ps 149:1b-6a,
9b Mk 11:11-26

Saturday: Sir 51;12cd-20

Ps 19:8-11Mk 11:27-33
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COMMENTARY

‘Church-Speak’ — Strange Things
Church People Say

any groups have a ten-
dency to use words that
ake sense to their

members but are unintelligible
to outsiders. I have sometimes
had to decode “Church-speak”
for recent converts.

Here in the aftermath of
Easter with all our fancy words
like catechumen, mystogogia,
neophyte, regeneration, etc., [
muse on our overall tendency
to “church-speak.” To some
degree, we need these words
and should educate God’s faith-
ful as to their meaning. But it is
a source of some humor to pon-
der how arcane, how obscure
our language can become.

For example, one time I
proudly announced, “RCIA
classes will begin next week,
so if you know anyone who is
interested in attending, please
fill out an information card on
the table just outside the sac-
risty door.” I thought I'd been
perfectly clear, but then a new
member approached me after
Mass to inquire about the avail-
ability of classes to become
Catholic and when they would
begin. Wondering if she’d for-
gotten the announcement, I
reminded her what I had said
about RCIA dasses. She looked
at me blankly. “Oh,” I said,
“Let me explain what I mean
by RCIA.” After I did so, I men-
tioned that she could pick up a
flyer over by the sacristy door.
Again, 1 got a blank stare, fol-
lowed by the question “What’s
a sacristy?” Did I dare tell her
that the classes would be held
in the rectory?

I've had a similar reac-
tion when announcing CCD
classes. One angry parent
called me to protest that she
had been told by the DRE
(more Church-speak) that her
daughter could not make her
First Holy Communion unless
she started attending CCD.

The mother, the non-Catholic
wife of a less-than-practicing
Catholic husband, had no idea
what CCD meant and why it
should be required in order for
her daughter to receive Holy
Communion. She had never

connected the term CCD with
Sunday school or any form of
religious instruction.

Throughout my years as a
priest, I have become more and
more aware that although 1
use what I would call ordinary
terms of traditional Catholicism,
given the poor catechesis
(another Church word, mean-
ing religious training, by the
way) of so many, the meaning
of what I am saying is lost.

For example, I have discovered
that some Catholics think that
“mortal sin” refers only to kill-
ing someone. Even the expres-
sion “grave sin” is nebulous to
many; they know it isn’t good,
but aren’t really sure what it
means. “Venial sin” is even
less understood!

Other words such as cov-
enant, matrimony, incarna-
tion, transubstantiation, lit-
urgy, oration, epistle, Gospel,
Collect, Sanctus, chalice,

{)aten, alb, Holy Orders, theo-
ogical, missal, Monsignor, and
Eucharistic, while meaningful
to many in the Church, are
often only Va%uely understood
by others in the Church, not

to mention the unchurched (is
that another Church word?).

Once at daily Mass I was
preaching based on a read-
ing from the First Letter of
John and was attempting to
make the point that our faith
is “incarnational.” I noticed
vacant looks out in the pews.
And so I asked the small group

athered that day if anyone

new what “incarnational”
meant; no one did. I went on to
explain that it meant that the
Word of God had to become
flesh in us; it had to become
real in the way we live our
lives. To me, the word “incar-
national” captured the concept
perfectly, but most of the peo-
ple didn’t even really know for
sure what “incarnation” meant,
let alone “incarnational.”

At any rate, I have learned
to be a little more careful
when speaking so as to avoid
too much Church-speak, too
many insider terms, too many
older terms, without carefully

MSGR. CHARLES POPE

explainin% them. I think we can
and should learn many of them,
but we should not assume that
most people know them.

The great and Venerable
Archbishop Fulton Sheen once
said that he discovered earl
on that he often got credit for
being learned when in fact he
was merely being obscure. And
for any who knew him in his
later years, especially through
his television show, he was
always very careful to explain
Church teaching in a way that
made it accessible to the mass-
es. It’s good advice for all of
us: a little less of the CCD and
RCIA jargon and a little more
of the clear “religious instruc-
tion” can help others to decode
our Church-speak.

During my years in the
seminary, the art of Church-
speak seemed to rise to new
levels. I remember that many
of my professors, while railing
against the use of Latin in the
liturgy, had a strange fascina-
tion with Greek-based terminol-
ogy. Mass was out, Eucharist
was in. “Going to Mass” was
out, “confecting the synaxis”
was in. Canon was out, “anam-
nesis” and “anaphora” were in.
Communion was out, koinonia
was in. Mystagogia, catechu-
menate, mysterion, epikaia,
protoevangelion, hapax lego-
menon, epiklests, synderesis,
eschatology, Parousia, and
apakatastasis were all in. These
are necessary words, I sup-
pose, but surely opaque to most
parishioners. Church-speak
indeed, or should I say ekkle-
sia-legomenon.

Msgr. Charles Pope is the Pastor of
H(:;lﬁ] Comforter - St. Cyprian
Catholic Church, Washington, D.C.

0SV BOARD, from page 24

films in a theater. Children under
the a§e of 17 must be accompa-
nied by a guardian or adult in
order to view a film rated R. In
that case, such a law is hard}
censorship. Age-verification laws
for pornographic websites offer
similar protection to minors.

Moreover, we intentionally
choose to prevent our children
from easily accessing alcohol,
tobacco, and lotteries or other
forms of gambling. While they
are minors, is restricting their
access to pornography any dif-
ferent?

Pornography is big busi-
ness. Glo%raﬁ)y, pornography
enerates approximately $100
illion in revenue. In the United
States, researchers estimate
it's a $13 billion industry. (For
erspective, the NFL generated
518 billion in 2022.) When
laws such as Utah’s SB 287 are
enacted, legislators are defend-
ing the common good of the
next generation, marshaling the
resources of the state against a
profit-driven industry that sees
our young people only as con-
sumers — and potential victims.
Pornography is a scoulige
that warps users’ sense of self

and sexuality. We should not
hesitate to pursue even imper-
fect attempts to curb its spread
and regulate its use. Utah’s
user-verification law, and other
laws like it, are a step in the
right direction. They're a wel-
come beginning to making the
web just a little safer for the
next generation.

The Our Sunday Visitor Editorial Board
is comprised of Father Patrick
Briscoe, Gretchen R. Crowe,
Scott P. Richert, Scott Warden,

SCRIPTURE SEARCHo

Gospel for May 28, 2023
John 7: 37-39 AND John 20: 19-23

Following is a word search based on the Gospel

readings for the Vigil

and the Solemnity of

Pentecost, Cycle A. The words can be found in all
directions in the puzzle.

JESUS COME TO ME DRINK
SCRIPTURE RIVERS LIVING
WATER SPIRIT RECEIVE
GLORIFIED EVENING FIRST
THE DOORS FEAR THE JEWS
SHOWED THEM HIS HANDS DISCIPLES
REJOICED LORD RETAINED
A BINDING PROMISE
W LY TDENI A TER
K A ED 1 S C 1 P L E S
G K TV P S USEJ P H
N L JE 1 YL AOI EO
I T O S REV I RNMW
N S HRWWUT CI NAOE
E A F E I ETEATFTD
V GHEWDUVFJPREFET
E VB R J O 1 E I A MH
G F I RS T O EHR O E
G NI V1 L ORDTOC CM
K UY S DNAMH S I HS
ALVAREZ, from page 24 physiological response to emo-
B tions. The more we try to get
look it up in Mt 6:25-34. Why  rid of them, the stronger they
do we not take God at His become. Being aware of our

word? God is telling us, “I will
take care of you.”

Consider starting your day
by spending time with the Lord
— not rather than rushing
about in the morning, but set-
ting aside some time for unin-
terrupted prayer to a means
of feeling better. Grounded in
the reality of Christ, we are
able to encounter all the daily
difficulties and be reminded
that grace exists in the present
moment.

One of the beauties of
Catholicism is the grace we
can encounter in the present
moment. Our faith teaches us
that while carrying our cross,
Jesus gives us the grace to
encounter difficulty. No one is
happy all the time, no matter
what social media tries to con-
vey. Emotions are experienced
all day, every day. They impact
our thinking, decision-making,
behavior, learning, creativity,
and performance. There is a

_TRUTH_.
- v MOR

emotions helps us to be able to
be more intentionally present.
Emotions are meant to be indi-
cators, and identifying your
fuel is what will enable you to
not run on empty.

So, become more self-aware,
identifying and observing your
thoughts. As the saying goes,
“name it to tame it!” See
helpful tools and resources and
be grounded in truth.

Struggling and suffering are
very real, so if you need help,
reach out to a professional
therapist, or call your diocese
or archdiocese to discover
helpful resources within the
Church.

Melissa Alvarez is an Assistant
Associate Director with the
Office of Evangelization and
Catechesis andg Ministry with
Persons with Disabilities for
the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston.

armingmen.com/podcast
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MEN'S BOURBON & CIGAR BENEFIT
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GET THE FREE DIGITAL EDITION
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’ THURSDAY, JUNE 15
arusos S5:30 PM AT THE CHARLES
3127 CARROLL ROAD FORT WAYNE, IN 46818
$75/GENTLEMAN INCLUDES DINNER, SODA/BEER, 2 BOURBON TASTINGS, & 1 CIGAR
w SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE

opeaker:
SHAWN HARPER
FORMER NFL PLAYER & CEO

wgwe  [I0kRLS & oponsorships: SR
BRAEES  go.amhfw.org/holysmokes?3 §
We're devoted to being a refuge for homeless, pregnant mothers, and strengthening futures for moms & babies.
As the only maternity home in the Fort Wayne area, A Mother's Hope is fulfilling a great need in our community.

But we can't do it alone.
May God bless you for your contributions to this mission!

~ Open-fordinner and carryout
Wednesday thru Sunday at 4:30 p.m.
(losed Monday & Tuesday
2435 N 200 W Angola, Indiana - 260.833.2617
carusos-restaurant.com

Tony Moore
Fluaucial Services Professional

® 260. 403. 6514
© anthonymoore@financialguide.com

WESTPOINT

FINANCIAL GROUP

Paul Baker « Llife Insurance
. . . : « Disability Income Insurance
Fluaucial Services Professional « Long Term Care Insurance

® 260. 385. 8102 Retirement Strategies

© paulbaker@financialguide.com
Counecting warkes, counecting people

www.westpointfinancialgroup.com

Local firms are sales offices of Massachusettes Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual), and are not subsidiaries of MassMutual or its afilliated companies.
CRN202506-2640816
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WHAT'S HAPPENING?

WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. View
more Catholic events and submit new ones at www.todayscatholic.org/event. For additional
listings of that event, please call the advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.

Cross-Diocesan Eucharistic Pilgrimage

MISHAWAKA — From June
4-11, pilgrims from across the
diocese will give public wit-
ness to the faith in the Real
Presence of Jesus in the Most
Blessed Sacrament in a spe-
cial Eucharistic procession
from Fort Wayne all the way

to South Bend. This eight-

day event is a kickoff for the
National Eucharistic Procession
occurring during the summer of
2024 all across the U.S., con-
cluding in Indianapolis for the
National Eucharistic Congress
in July of 2024. Our diocese is
honored to help pave the way
for this seminal event for our
country. Visit diocesefwsb.org/
procession for information.

German Mass and Lunch

FORT WAYNE — St. Peter
Parish, 518 E Dewald St., will
celebrate the opening of Fort
Wayne’s Germanfest with a
Mass in German on Sunday,
June 4, at 11 a.m. The Fort
Wayne Mannerchor-Damenchor
will provide the music for
Mass. A German lunch will be
served in the parish hall with
live German music following

Mass. Adult lunch consists
of brats, sauerkraut, German
potato salad, and kruchen des-
sert. The Kids meal includes
hot dogs and applesauce. Prices
are $10 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren ages 6-12, and free for
ages 5 and younger. Beer will
so be available for purchase.
Contact Julie Workman at
jworkman63@hotmail.com for
information.

Catholic in Recovery Meetings Begin at
St. Pius X

GRANGER — Catholic in
Recovery meetings will begin
at 7 p.m. on Monday, June

5, in the church basement

of St. Pius X, 52553 Fir Rd.
The meetings provide healing
from addictions, compulsions,
and unhealthy attachments.
Meetings combine the spiritual
principles of 12-step recovery
and the sacraments of the
Catholic Church. Join oth-

ers in recovery as we overlap
scripture from Sunday’s Mass
readings, liturgical themes,
and recovery topics with hon-
est discussion and prayer.
Confidentiality is protected.

Called and Gifted Workshop for Young
Adults

SOUTH BEND — God has
called you to a unique mission
in life. Discover your spiritual
gifts to reveal that call. Join

ellow young adults (18-30s)
in a workshop on Friday, June
9, which includes video pre-
sentations, small group dis-
cussion, and a spiritual gifts
inventory at St. Therese Little
Flower Church - Upper Room,
54191 Ironwood Rd. Cost is
$25. Registration is required
at ablazemission.org/gifted.
Contact Sean Allen at 858-354-
9006 or sallen@ablazemission.
org.

Marriage Encounter at Our Lady of Good
Hope Parish

FORT WAYNE — Marriage
Encounter helps you listen,
share, and connect more deeply
with your spouse. There’s

no group discussion. It’s just
about the two of you learning
to be the best, most loving and
thriving couple you can be. A
Marriage Encounter Experience
is scheduled for June 10-11

at Our Lady of Good Hope
Parish,7215 St Joe Rd. More

REST IN PEACE

Bristol

Peter Konecny,
67, St. Mary of the
Annunciation

Fort Wayne
Jeffrey Stineburg, 80,
Queen of Angels

Elaine Albert, 87, St.
Peter

Sandra Rager, 85, St.
Peter

Mary “Jody” Schowe,
102, St. Vincent de
Paul

Goshen

Douglas H. Brown,
54, St. John the
Evangelist

Monica A. Cherniak,
89, St. John the
Evangelist

Mishawaka

James Rodts, 75, St.
Bavo

Notre Dame
Sister M. Rose Anne,
89, Church of Loretto

South Bend
Albert E. DeRoo, 90,
Christ the King

John R. Wegh, 88,
Sacred Heart of Jesus

Saint Anne

COMMUNITIES
Faaith celz&%&/ (‘Twufy/oacf'

perks!!

**We Are Hiring**
*NEW competitive wages & employee

CNA starting at $19/hr
QMA starting at $20/hr
LPN starting at $30/hr
RN starting at $34/hr
Come and be a part of our winning team!

Contact Teresa Miller at 260-399-3082
or apply from our website at www.sacfw.org

Robert Lehner, 96,
Queen of Peace

Send obituaries to obituaries@diocesefwsb.org.

SUBMIT EVENTS at

TodaysCatholic.org/event

information and applications
can be found at www.wwme-
ni.org, or contact Jeff and
Brenda at application@wwme-
ni.org or 260-484-1664.

Sacred Music in Honor of Corpus Christi

SOUTH BEND — A Sacred
Music Concert to celebrate the
Solemnity of Corpus Christi will
be on Sunday, June 11, from 4-5
p.m. at St. Therese, Little Flower
Church, 54191 N. Ironwood.
The concert will feature the
various music ministries of St.
Therese, including the Filipino
Choir, professional soloists, The
Silvertones from the Forever
Learning Institute, and new
original music. Come and cel-

204 East Albion St.
Avilla

Jfamily . 4.

Northern Indiana’s
Oldest Restaurant

QEEt. 187
St. James Restaurant

Craft Beer,
Cocktails & Wine

ebrate “Jesus, the Bread of Life.”
Contact Joseph Higginbotham at
574-272-7070 or joe@littleflow-
erchurch.org.

Ordination to the Priesthood Livestream

FORT WAYNE — Bishop
Kevin C. Rhoades will ordain
Deacons Samuel Anderson,
Brian Florin, Robert Krisch,
Zane Langenbrunner, David
Langford, Jacob Schneider, and
Ryan Timossi to the Priesthood
on Saturday, June 3, at 11

a.m. at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception. Due
to seating capacity, this event
is not open to the public, but it
will be live-streamed on dioce-
sefwsb.org.

11 a.m.- 9 p.m. T- Th
11 a.m.- 9:30 p.m. F-Sat
Closed Sunday-Monday

~* AS Regtaurant

Serving Lunch
& Dinner

Bring in this coupon for a 10% off discount!

www.stjamesavilla.com

260-897-2114

£

t Fr
Fresh Cut Flowers | Custom Silk Arrangements | Plants | Gourme

\
0o
\
\oonS
. 1s) B2
uit Baske

574.232.3354
800.994.2687
www.wygants.com
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Staying
connected
to the faith

llToday’s Catholic has an important mission in our diocese as our

primary communications tool. It serves the Church’s mission of

evangelization and catechesis with excellent material about our
faith. | appreciate the opportunity that Today’s Catholic provides for me
as bishop to communicate with the faithful and also to exercise my
responsibility to teach the Catholic faith.

“Today'’s Catholic also serves the unity of our diocese, as people
can read about events and news of the Church throughout the
diocese. The national and international news reported is also
important to inform our people about the wider Church from

a Catholic perspective.

“l'encourage our people to be informed by reading Today’s Catholic.
In the end, | hope that Today’s Catholic truly helps our people to grow
in their faith.”

The Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades,
Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend
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