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Georgia Shape

“Thank you for your let-
ter asking for memories
of my mother’s faithful-
ness. At first glance I
thought I was not a good
candidate for inclusion in
your Mother’s Day section
of Today’s Catholic. I put
your letter in one of the many
“piles” on the kitchen counter,
to be pondered upon later and
then perhaps be sent to the
recycling bin. However, the let-
ter with the big red heading of
Today’s Catholic just kept com-
ir;g to mind ... and to the top
of the ‘To Do pile!’ I had never
considered my own mother’s
faith journey before this. I

began to search my 80-year-
old foggy childhood memories.
My mother really did share her
faith with me in a memorable
way. I just wasn’t looking at
her actions with my much older
and wiser adult eyes! (It was
no wonder that I had needed

cataract surgery!) I have YOU to
thank for prompting me to open
those eyes and examine my
true opinion that I have about
my mother’s faith. She had
indeed been my first and best
Catholic spiritual example!
So, it was with these new
eyes that I began at the begin-
ning of my faith-filled mother’s
own journey as a child herself
and then with me, her first child
of the next generation.
*Please note: I am 80 years
old, so it is kind of a long story!
My mother was baptized into
the Catholic faith as Georgia Ann
Schlagetter. She was the only
child of her Catholic mother,
Margaret, and Lutheran father,
Carl. (Her father’s family had

regretted the marriage of their
son to a woman they referred
to as ‘a papist’. He nevertheless
ﬁromised at her Baptism to raise

is daughter as a Catholic but
he did not, for the sake of his
arents, convert to the Catholic
aith himself. He faithfully took
his wife and daughter to Mass
at Holy Angels Church every
Sunday and Holy Day, patiently
waiting outside the church for
them. He supported the church
financially and with his talents
as well. He built by hand boxes
of walnut wood to house a large
wooden family rosary and a
smaller statue of The Blessed
Virgin. Each classroom in the

MOTHER’S DAY, page 8
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Bishop Rhoades Blesses Oratory and Dedicates

Altar at Sou

Bishop Rhoades delivered

the following homily at Mass
with Blessing of Oratory of the
Holy Family and Dedication
of Altar at Southold Center for
Education in South Bend on
Mondqy, Mqy 1:

oday the Church cel-

ebrates the Memorial of

Saint Joseph the Worker.
And today this Oratory has
been blessed and dedicated to
the Holy Family of Nazareth
of which Saint Joseph was the
guardian and protector.

Here in this oratory, you,
the little Catholic community of
Southold, will worship the Lord
in the sacred liturgy and here
you can come to pray to the
Lord in what has become today
a “sacred place.” Its walls have
been purified by the blessing.
The word “oratory” comes
from the Latin word “orato-
rium” and the verb “orare,”
which means to pray, to speak
to the Lord. This oratory is
now, as the name indicates, “a
house of prayer.” And it is the
house of the Lord since here
the Lord Jesus becomes pres-
ent on the altar in the celebra-
tion of the Eucharistic sacrifice
and remains here present in
the tabernacle. That is why
wegif)rayed in the responsorial
psalm the song that the Jewish
people would sing on their
way to the temple in Jerusalem
(psalm 121): “Let us go rejoic-
ing to the house of the Lord.”

The center and focal point
of this oratory and of every
Catholic church, oratory, or
chapel is the altar. From the
earliest times, Christians
erected permanent altars for
the celebration of the memo-
rial of the Lord, the Holy
Eucharist. By its very nature,
an altar is a table of sacrifice.
This is clear throughout the
Old Testament. We read of the
patriarchs, kings, and prophets
erecting altars to offer sacri-
fices to the Lord, the greatest
being the altar in the temple
of Jerusalem. In the first read-
ing from the first book of
Maccabees, we heard about the
celebration of the dedication of
the new altar in the Jerusalem
temple. Assyrian invaders had
profaned God’s temple and
turned it into a pagan temple.
They defiled the altar in the
temple. The faithful people suc-
cessfully revolted against these
invaders and rebuilt the temple
and its altar. As we heard in
the reading, they rejoiced at
the dedication of their new
altar. The altar was sacred to
them because on it they offered
burnt offerings and sacrifices to
God. This all happened 2,200
years ago. Today, we rejoice
at the dedication of this altar.
It has much greater dignity
than the altar that was built in
the Jerusalem temple because

on it will be offered the most
efficacious and perfect sacrifice,
the sacrifice of Jesus. From the
Eucharistic sacrifice the most
abundant graces flow, the grac-
es that flow from the heart of
Jesus who gave His life for us
on the altar of the cross. The
Church considers the dignity of
the altar so great that, when it
is dedicated, it is anointed with
the same oil that is used at
Baptisms, Confirmations, and
priestly and episcopal ordina-
tions: the sacred oil of chrism.
In the second reading,
we heard a passage from
Saint Paul’s first letter to
the Corinthians in which he
teaches about the Eucharist. He
teaches that the cup of bless-
ing we bless is a participation
(a communion) in the Blood of
Christ and that the bread we
break is a participation (a com-
munion) in the Body of Christ.
He is explaining the Eucharistic
mystery. And he teaches that
in partaking of the one loaf,
we become one Body in Christ.
We become His Church. That
is why the Church teaches that
the Eucharist “makes” the
Church. The Eucharist is at
the very core of the life of the
Church and gives the Church
its identity. As Saint John Paul

thold Center for d
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Il wrote in his last encyclical,
his encyclical on the Eucharist:
“The Church draws her life
from the Eucharist.”

Saint Paul goes on to say
that Christians who partake
of the Eucharist, the Christian
sacrifice, cannot participate in
pagan sacrifices. “You cannot
partake of the table of the Lord
and the table of demons.” Now
this may sound quite obvious
to us, but think of the situa-
tion of those early Christians.
Following this instruction of
Saint Paul could mean mar-
tyrdom for them. How does
this apply to us today? We too
must avoid partaking of the
table of demons, of any kind
of false worship or idolatry,
ceremonies or practices which
are incompatible with our
Christian faith. It is alarming to
see the increase in such prac-
tices in our culture today, not
just Satanic rituals, but various
other New Age practices where
creation and not the Creator is
worshipped.

Today’s Gospel is from
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.
Our Lord teaches that at wor-
ship, the people must leave
their gift at the altar if, at the
altar, they recall that a brother
or sister has anything against

ucation

Photos Provided
Bishop Rhoades Celebrates Mass and Blesses the Oratory and Dedicates the Altar at Southold Center for Education in
South Bend on Monday, May 1.

them. They are to go and be
reconciled, then come back to
offer their gift. This teaching
is also important for us who
worship the Lord at Mass.
Before aﬁproaching the altar,
we too should be reconciled
with our neighbor because,

in order to be reconciled with
God, we must be reconciled
with each other. It is significant
that in our liturgy, before we
go to the altar to receive Holy
Communion, we exchange a
sign of peace with our neigh-
bors. Today’s Gospel also is a
reminder of the importance of
the sacrament of Reconciliation.
None of us should approach
the altar of the Lord to receive
Holy Communion if we are not
in the state of grace, recon-
ciled with God and the Church
and thus properly disposed to
receive the Holy Eucharist.

My sisters in Christ who
reside here at Southold, what
a blessing it is for you to live
in a house that has an oratory
where the holy sacrifice of the
Mass is offered and where the
Lord dwells in the tabernacle. I
hope you will come here often
to pray, even if it is just a short
visit to the Blessed Sacrament.
The counsel of Saint Josemaria
is good to recall. He said: “Go
perseveringly to the Tabernacle,
either bodily or in your heart,
so as to feel safe and calm; but
also, in order to feel loved ...
and to love.”

My sisters, I pray that in
this holy place you will grow in
your friendship with the Lord,
grow in holiness, and receive
strength to live your vocation
as His faithful disciples. May
the Holy Family of Nazareth,
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph always
be honored here, and may the
Ho(ljy Family bless all who pray
and worship here now and for
many years to come!
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Prayer Breakfast in South Bend
Brings People of All Faiths Together

BY PHIL NISWONGER

nited Religious
l | Community of St. Joseph
County Board President
Chuck Lamphier spoke at the
organization’s annual Prayer
Breakfast, held this year at
the Discovery Ballroom of the
Century Center in South Bend
on Thursday, May 4, as part of
the National Day of Prayer and
the URC’s 50th Anniversary.

Lamphier talked about how
the organization is celebrat-
in? recent efforts to serve 36
Afghan refugees and how they
are looking forward to serving
55 Ukrainians with their 160
volunteers. He also said they
have provided more than $1
million to approximately 200
area families since the gegin—
ning of the pandemic.

On behalf of the mayor of
South Bend, Project Manager
Allie Dolz-Lane welcomed
those present and thanked
them for their refugee efforts.

Karl Smith of radio station
WVPE also spoke, and gave an
overview of their “One Small
Step” program, which accord-
ing to their website, is an
initiative that brings strangers
with different political beliefs
together for a conversation —
not to debate politics — but
to get to know each other as
people. He said that cooperative
interfaith dialogue was needed
for constructive social improve-
ments and “molding prayer
into action.”

Representatives from Christ
the King Catholic Church, the
Islamic Society of Michiana,
Sunnyside Presbyterian
Church, Baha'i, and the Jewish
Federation gave prayers and
reflections.

Father Edward “Monk”
Malloy, C.S.C., was the keynote

5O years

Public schedule of
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades

Tuesday, May 16: 6 p.m. — “Our Leaders, Our Shepherds”
Event in Support of Saint John Paul I Endowment Fund
for Seminarian Education, The Lodge at Camp Red
Cedar, Fort Wayne

Wednesday, May 17: 11 a.m. — Meeting of Diocesan Budget
Committee, Archbishop Noll Center, Fort Wayne

Thursday, May 18: Noon — Meeting of the Board of
Directors of Saint Anne Communities, Archbishop Noll
Center, Fort Wayne

Thursday, May 18: 7 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, St.
Anthony of Padua Church, Angola

Friday, May 19: 4:30 p.m. — Baccalaureate Mass, St. Joseph
Chapel, Holy Cross College

Saturday, May 20: 11 a.m. — Mass with Ordination of
Deacons, Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Fort
Wayne

Saturday, May 20: 5 p.m. — Commencement Mass, Joyce
Center, University of Notre Dame

Sunday, May 21: 5 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, St. Adalbert
Church, South Bend

Phil Niswonger

Father Edward “Monk” Malloy, (SC, speaks at the United Religious
Community of St. Joseph County’s Annual Prayer Breakfast at the Discovery
Ballroom of the Century Center in South Bend on Thursday, May 4.

Archbishop Carroll High School
and played with distinction on
their basketball team, winning
an athletic scholarship to Notre
Dame. But since he was not a
starter, he found more time to
be involved in university life,
which led him to his social

speaker at the justice and ecu-
annual Prayer menical con-
Breakfast. cerns. He later
Father o earned a Ph.D.
Malloy is Father Malloy said his greatest - from Vanderbilt
President ¢ Uné\l/lersity
Emeritus o . in Christian
the University achievement was the Ethics.
of Notre Father
Dame, serving establishment of the Center ~ Malloy said
18-years as his greatest
its president . achievement
from 1987 to  [0r the Homeless in South Bend.  was the estab-
2005. He has lishment of
been involved the Center for
in ecumenical the Homeless
social justice in South Bend
nearly all his where he was

life and con-

tinues as a professor at the

University of Notre Dame in

their Department of Theology.
Father Malloy grew up

in what he calls a “Catholic

ghetto” in Washington, D.C. As

a youth at St. Anthony Grade

School, he wondered why

not all kids were in Catholic

schools. He continued on at

able to involve

many faith
communities to achieve suc-
cess. He also increased his ecu-
menical awareness as he inher-
ited the mission from his pre-
decessor, Father Ted Hesburgh,
the Tantur Ecumenical Institute
in Jerusalem, Israel, where after
three trips to the Holy Land,
he realized the challenges of

different religions. He began

to understand the similarities
and differences, the history and
antagonisms, of the People of
the Book — Jewish, Islamic,
and Christian.

Father Malloy was later able
to visit the future Anglican
Archbishop of Canterbury,
George Carey (1991-2002),
and there appreciated more
the ecumenical nature of inter-
national peace. Father Malloy
said, “We need to be agents of
peace in the world. Yet, as we
remain faithful to our Christian
tradition, we still can be inter-
nationally welcoming by the
fruits of prayer, study, and
common endeavors.”

Continuing his interest in
social justice, he reflected on
Matthew 25 which encour-
ages a rescf)ond to people’s
basic needs. Father Malloy
also served on the local boards
of Robinson Learning Center,
Our Lady of the Road, Hope
Mission, Girls and Boys
Clubs of America, Habitat for
Humanity, Logan Industries,
Hannah'’s House, the Food
Bank of Northern Indiana, and
St. Margaret House, among
others. He thanked the URC for
its commitment to social justice
and ecumenism.

Forty Hours Devotion

A\//

NATIONAL
Eucharistic
REE

Parishes are Listed in Order by Date

JUNE

St. Francis Xavier, Pierceton: June 4-6

St. Patrick, Ligonier: June 11-13

St. Pius X, Granger: June 11-13

St. Anthony de Padua, South Bend: June 11-13

St. Mary, Huntington: June 11-13

Sacred Heart, Notre Dame: June 16-18

SS. Peter and Paul, Huntington: June 27-29 (updated)
St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr, South Bend: June 25-27
St. Catherine, Columbia City: June 26

St. Joseph, Roanoke: June 27

JULY

St. Martin de Porres, Syracuse: July 16-18

St. Henry, Fort Wayne: July 16-18

St. Mary of the Presentation, Geneva: July 23-25

AUGUST

St. Rose of Lima, Monroeville: Aug. 6-8

St. Jude/Sacred Heart, South Bend: Aug. 6-8
St. Mary of the Assumption, Avila: Aug. 13-15
St. Peter, Fort Wayne: Aug. 13-15

St. Mary of the Assumption, Decatur: Aug. 13-15
St. Hedwig and St. Patrick, South Bend: Aug. 14-16
St. John the Baptist, New Haven: Aug. 20-22
Queen of Peace, Mishawaka: Aug. 20-22

St. Bernard, Wabash: Aug. 20-23

St. Monica, Mishawaka: Aug. 27-29

St. John the Baptist and

Sacred Heart, Fort Wayne: Aug. 27-29

St. Vincent de Paul, Elkhart: Aug. 27-29

For the complete schedule,
visit diocesefwsb.org/eucharist.
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fJniversity of Saint Francis Celebrates Class of 2023

Joseph R. Caffee (BS, Exercise
Science), Isaiah B. Lacey

(BS, Computer Information
Systems), Emma Mantica

(BS, Biology; AS, Chemistry
Pre-Pharmacy), Daniel W.
McKeeman (BS, Finance), and
Timothy J. Tippmann (BS,
Biology Pre-Medicine; AS,
Chemistry Pre-Pharmacy).

USF conferred 583 degrees
to 411 undergraduate students
and 172 graduate students.
These totals included 137 stu-
dents graduating in online pro-
grams and 47 graduating from
USF Crown Point.

he University of Saint

Francis proudly awarded

degrees to the Class of
2023 on Saturday, May 6, at
the Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum in Fort Wayne.

USF Board of Trustees Chair
Richard Poinsatte welcomed
attendees and offered a mes-
sage of appreciation for USF
President Reverend Dr. Eric
Albert Zimmer's service to the
university throughout the last
three years, citing advance-
ments in academics, athletics,
and facilities. Father Zimmer
previously announced he will
step down as USF President as
the academic year ends.

“In addition to ensuring
students receive the highest

uality academic experience,
the spiritual development of the
students was fostered under
Father Zimmer,” Poinsatte
said, pointing to the formation
of the St. Benedict the Moor
Justice Center and the Assisi
Program for Discipleship and
Leadership.

In opening the conferral of
degrees, Father Zimmer pre-
sented a Doctor of Humane
Letters to Anne Marie Koehl,
who graduated from the St.
Joseph Hospital School of
Nursing in 1974 (prior to the
program coming under the
direction of USF). Knowing
the important work of the
Women’s Care Center in South
Bend, Koehl worked to open a
center in Fort Wayne and has
served as director for the last
20 years.

USF’s graduating class
included five valedictorians:

«
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Spring into making a difference!

Looking to spruce up your estate plan? Spring is a great
season to make changes and tidy up loose ends. Let the
Catholic Community Foundation help you include your own
parish as a benefactor. There's no better time than today to
make a difference!

It's Simple. It's Stewardship. It's Forever.

\ )
CatHOLIC V COMMUNITY

260-399-1436
FOUNDATION mshade@ccfreiorg
OF NORTHEAST INDIANA www.ccfnei.org
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583 Degrees were awarded to 411 undergraduate students and 172 graduate
students in the Class of 2023 at the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in

Fort Waye on Saturday, May 6.

University of Saint Francis Names
Dr. Lance Richey as Interim President

he University of Saint

Francis has announced

that Dr. Lance Richey
will serve as interim president,
effective Tuesday, May 9. Dr.
Richey has handled the day-
to-day responsibilities of the
president for the past month
since Reverend Dr. Eric Albert
Zimmer announced his deci-
sion to step down.

“We are thankful for Dr.
Richey stepping into the role
of Interim President,” Board
of Trustees Chair Richard A.
Poinsatte said. “Dr. Richey has
faithfully served USF for 12
years and fully understands
the mission and goals of the
university. We know USF will
continue to thrive under his
guidance as we search for our
next president.”

“I am honored to lead the
University of Saint Francis dur-
ing the upcoming months to
ensure our students continue to
receive the high-quality experi-
ence USF is well-known for,”
Dr. Richey said. “Our Catholic
and Franciscan values have

ided this university since its

ounding more than 130 years
ago and our emphasis on a
holistic experience for students
remains today. We expect a
strong incoming class this fall,
and I am excited about serv-
ing as Interim President and
working closely with students,
faculty, and staff to keep our
momentum going.”

Dr. Richey holds the rank of
Professor of Theology and has
served USF in several capacities
during 12 years of service to
the university, most recently as

Vice President
for Academic
Affairs since
April of 2018.
Prior to that,
Dr. Richey
served more
than four years
as Dean of
the School of
Liberal Arts
and Sciences. He also previ-
ously served as Director of
the John Duns Scotus Honors
Program.

Dr. Richey holds doctorates
in Philosophy and Religious
Studies from Marquette
University in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, and has published
widely in both disciplines.

He also holds a Certificate of
Pre-Theological Studies from
Conception Seminary College
in Conception, Missouri, and a
B.A. in History from Furman
University in Greenville,
South Carolina. Prior to join-
ing USF, Dr. Richey taught
at Cardinal Stritch University
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin;
Conception Seminarﬁr College;
and Assumption College in
Worcester, Massachusetts.

The Sisters of St. Francis of
Perpetual Adoration remain
focused on continuing the
strength and impact of this
important ministry of higher
education in the name of the
Catholic Church. The Provincial
leadership, working closely
with the Board of Trustees, will
prayerfully appoint the next
USF President after a thorough
search.

DR. LANCE
RICHEY
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St. Joseph Hessen Cassel Teacher Retires After 45 Years

BY JOSHUA SCHIPPER

that she wanted to teach.
n 1978, that vocational
dream became a reality at
St. Joseph School in Hessen
Cassel.

“I always wanted to be a
teacher, and I actually would
play school at home in the
1s%arage and have the neighbor

ids for my students. That’s
what I wanted to do.”

Now, nearly 45 years since
her first day of class, Sarasien
will retire.

Just a few months before
she started teaching, she mar-
ried her husband, and this
month they will celebrate
their 45th anniversary.
Unfortunately, shifts in the
local economy during the
early 1980s saw the couple
move to Kingsport, Tennessee,
where Serasien took a job at
another Catholic school, St.
Dominic. While in Tennessee,
the Sarasiens welcomed two
daughters, Amanda and
Kimberly.

“We decided we had to
move back to Fort Wayne
because we missed both of our
families very much.”

After a brief time as a sub-
stitute teacher in local Catholic
schools, Sarasien came back as
a full-time teacher in 1989.

Of course, the profession of
an educator has seen drastic
changes throughout the last
45 years. A noticeable change,
Sarasien said, has been in the
use of technology.

“When I came back in ‘89,
we had started using Apple Ile
computers. We had a principal
when I came back, Sister Judas
Plumb ... she was very helpful
getting the computers started in
this school.”

She also recalled that play-
grounds underwent a drastic
increase in student safety dur-
ing her time as a teacher.

Sarasien noted that over the
years she has seen an increase
in recordkeepin% and more
rigorous curriculum planning
to meet standards, and recom-
mends that new teachers and

C‘arol Sarasien always knew

students in Catholic education.

those discerning the vocation
find a mentor to help them
with this process.

“Be outgoing and get a
group of teachers to be your
people — your team — and
discuss how to get things done
on those requirements. And
then you can focus on your
creative ways of teaching chil-
dren. And don’t shy away from
that, because that's what will
?Ve you the joy that you are
ooking for. If you're just stuck
with the standards and the
lessons, page-by-page or what-

Photos by Joshua Schipper
St. Joseph Hessen Cassel Teacher Carol Sarasien educates her students in her
last year of full-time teaching as she plans to retire after 45-years of teaching

Stagri

ever, you are not going to have
as much fun as if you look at
the lessons presented to you
and say, ‘Oh, we could do this
project, we could do this activ-
ity, they would love that. And
we would have so much fun.”

A fulfilling aspect of any
teacher’s vocation to sow seeds
in the minds of young people
is witnessing the fruits of their
labor.

“I've seen some of them
become teachers. I've seen
them become business own-
ers. I've seen them bring their
children back to our school.
We have a lot of that. This
yeatr, I have 20 students, and I
would say, at least 15 of them,
I taught their parents.

Sarasien realized the wide
impact that her vocation as a
teacher had on the community
during a recent Christmas pro-
gram at the school. The prin-
cipal, Jeanine Skordos, asked
the guests and parents in the
audience whom Sarasien had
taught to stand up.

“And it was amazing. I just
about started crying because
there were so many people
there.”

Sarasien even taught St.
Joseph’s current 2nd-grade
teacher, Angela Whitman, in
her first class in 1978.

Her Catholic faith, of course,
has been at the center of it all.
“It helps me get through the
hard times. And there’s that in
everyone’s life and everyone’s
family. It has been my anchor.
And I have sung at the funer-
als of both of my parents. I've
sung at funerals of aunts and
uncles. I recently sang at St.

Connected

to the Faith

Charles at a choir member’s
funeral. We experience life
together as a community.”

While Sarasien belongs to
St. Charles Borromeo Parish
in Fort Wayne, she says that
she has been at St. Joseph for
so long that it's “like my other
parish family.”

After retiring, Sarasien plans
to travel with her husband. She
and her sister also plan to do
a “European Viking cruise” in
Germany, part of her ancestral
homeland.

“I also would like to just
travel around the country and
visit relatives, just see some
sights that I haven’t seen yet
because I've been teaching all
these years. I actually haven’t
been to Washington D.C. or the
Grand Canyon and places like
that. I would love to see those
things.”

Between travels, she still
plans to have a presence in
the classroom as a substitute
teacher.

“I just want to say that this
school and all the teachers are
— the principal Mrs. Skordos,
Father Kummer, and many of
the parents and grandparents
— these people are the best.
I've had many successes with
students over the years, but
they would not have happened
without those people in my life.
And so they are as much a part
of my celebration as what I've
done — they are definitely part
of that.”

All are invited to an open
house for Sarasien on Sunday,
May 21, from 9 a.m. to noon
at St. Joseph School in Hessen
Cassel.

“l encourage our peopleto be informed by reading Today’s' Catholic.

I hope that Today’s Catholic truly helps our people to grow in their faith.”

The Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades,
Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend
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Dallas Bishop Reacts to

Mass Shooting at Mall
with ‘Heavy Heart,
Urges ‘Prayers for
Peace’in Communities

DALLAS (OSV News) —

Dallas Bishop Edward J. Burns :
addressed the faithful of the

diocese “with a heavy heart”
late on May 6 after at least eight
eople, including a child, were
illed during a mass shootin;
that afternoon at an outlet m:
in Allen, Texas. “Like all of
you, I am deeply troubled by

the shooting in the commu-
nity of Allen and the sense- :

less disregard for life that has
occurred in our community,”
Bishop Burns said in a state-
ment. “The Catholic commu-
nity is in unity and solidar-
ity with the families who have
lost loved ones in this tragedy.

May God, our Heavenly Father,
bring comfort and strength to all

affected by this tragic event. We
ask God to comfort our com-
munity, the victims, and their
families.” Authorities said a
gunman opened fire at the Allen
Premium Outlets, a Dallas-area
outlet mall, killing eight and

wounding at least another
seven people before being killed :

by a police officer who hap-
pened to be at the mall. The
Allen Police Department said
one of its officers had already
responded to the outlet mall on
an unrelated call, when they
heard gunshots shortly after

3:30 p.m. The department said !
their officer “engaged the sus- '

pect and neutralized the threat.”
Victims range in age from 5
to 61-years-old, authorities
said. President Joe Biden on
May 7 decried the “latest act of
gun violence to devastate our

nation.” “Jill and I are praying :
for their families and for oth- :
ers critically injured,” he said,

“and we are grateful to the first
responders who acted quickly
and courageously to save lives.”
Elsewhere in Texas on May
7, there was another tragedy,
authorities said, when a (%fiver
plowed into a group near a

shelter that had been housing pastor Fafher Joseph Crowley

migrants in Brownsville, near
the Texas border.

Possible Eucharistic
Mirade in Connecticut
Under Vatican
Investigation

HARTFORD, Connecticut (OSV
News) — A possible Eucharistic
miracle in Connecticut is now
under investigation by the
Vatican. Archbishop Leonard
P. Blair told a Hartford tele-
vision news station on May

Congregation) for the Doctrine
of the Faith will examine
whether an apparent multiplica-
tion of Communion hosts dur-
ing a March 5 liturgy at St.
Thomas Church in Thomaston,

NEWS BRIEFS

Religious Sisters Helping Migrants i
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Andreina Gonzalez, of Venezuela, plays with her 10-month-old daughter, Yulianis, in
downtown San Jos¢, Costa Rica, on March 31, 2023. Like many Venezuelan migrants,
Gonzalez traveled through Costa Rica in March with two children, hoping to make it
into the United States, fleeing the economic situation in her native country.

Connecticut, was supernatu- : :

ral. The church, alogg with Head of Taxi company
Immaculate Conception Church
and St. Casimir Church, both :
in Terryville, Connecticut, is :
part of St. Maximilian Kolbe !

Parish. St. Maximilian Kolbe

said in a YouTube livestream
of his March 12 homily that an
unnamed extraordinary min-
ister of Holy Communion at
the previous week'’s liturgy had
begun to run out of hosts —
only to find that “all of a sud-

- den there (were) more hosts
- in the ciborium.” Speaking to

media on May 2, Archbishop
Blair said he had “(sent) out
an experienced priest who

has knowledge of church law,
canon law, to follow procedure,
(and) to just examine exactly :
what happened and under what :

. . circumstances.” He noted that
2 that the Dicastery (formerly :

“the guidelines for these kinds
of situations do call for me to
notify the (Dicastery) for the
Doctrine of the Faith in Rome.”
The Vatican’s investigation is
expected to take approximately
two weeks.

Serving Cities in
Ukraine, Poland, Helps
Sisters Get Supplies to
War-Torn Villages

ZAPORIZHZHIA, Ukraine
(OSV News) — Ivan Smyglia
and Denys Kurpikov say they
had “no other option” but to
assist in delivering food and
much-needed supplies to
some of the hardest-to-reach
and most dangerous places in
a country at war. With Sister
Lucia Murashko, a member of
the Sisters of the Order of St.

Basil the Great of the Ukrainian :
. Catholic Church “we often went !
into a ‘gray zone.” These are !
the villages on the front line, :

between our army and the army
of the Russian Federation —
territories that Ukraine does
not control,” said Kuprikov in
an interview in Zaporizhzhia
in southeast Ukraine. Sister
Murashko lives in a monastery
there with other Basilian sisters

- who serve at the local Ukrainian
- Catholic parish. The sisters, too,
- have been providing humani-
. tarian aid within their parish
- community, as well as to the
- civilians and UKrainian sol-

diers on the front, only 30 miles - Spencer Cox earlier this year.

away, since the war began on
Feb. 24, 2022. Smyglia was
running a successful company,
Ivan-taxi, in 10 Ukrainian cities
and in Warsaw, Poland, when
Russia launched its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine. “When the
war started, my team and I had
no other option. I had a feeling

help,” he said.

Supreme Court Stays
Richard Glossip’s
Execution in Oklahoma

WASHINGTON, D.C.
News) — The U.S. Supreme
Court on May 5 temporarily
blocked Oklahoma from execut-
ing death-row inmate Richard
Glossip after the state’s attor-
ney general said Glossip should

(OSV

- have a new trial. Glossip was
- scheduled to be put to death
- on May 18 despite arguments

from Oklahoma’s Republican
Attorney General Gentner
Drummond that he did not
receive a fair trial. The now-
blocked execution date was his
oth scheduled execution date,
coming so close on prior occa-

- sions that he received three last
- meals, despite investigations

resulting in doubts about his
conviction. The high court put
the execution on hold so it may
consider whether to take u
the case. Justice Neil Gorsuc
recused himself. While no offi-
cial reason was given by the

N court, Gorsuch previously dealt
- with the case when he was

an appeals court judge. In a
statement, Drummond said he
is “very grateful to the U.S.
Supreme Court for their decision
to grant a stay of execution.”
Krisanne Vaillancourt Murphy,
Executive Director of Catholic

- Mobilizing Network, praised
. the stay in a statement. “We

give thanks to God that Richard
Glossip has been granted a tem-
porary stay of execution, and we
pray the Supreme Court decides
to formally take up his case,”
Vaillancourt Murphy said.

N “Utah Law Requiring

Adult Content Websites
Verify User Age Takes
Effect

SALT LAKE CITY (OSV News)
— A Utah law requiring web-

- sites with adult content to obtain

age verification for users went
into effect on May 3. Pornhub,
one of the world’s most-visit-
ed adult websites, responded
by blocking access to users in
Utah in what it said was a pro-
test of the law. In March, law-

. makers in Utah passed SB 287
- Online Pornography Viewing

Age Requirements, requiring
websites with adult content to
verify each user is a legal adult
in an effort to prevent minors
from accessing the content. The
bill was passed unanimously by
the Legislature and signed into
law by Republican Governor

e law states that any website
with adult content that “fails to
perform reasonable age verifi-
cation methods” could be held
liable for “damages resulting
from a minor’s accessing the
material.” Federal law currently

. prohibits children from access-

deep inside that we needed to  Ing pornography, but it is rarely

enforced. Critics of the bill argue
that the age verification require-
ment presents free speech and
privacy concerns, while sup-
Porters say it protects children
rom adult content.
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Local Therapists See Their Faith as Integral to Their Practice

BY ERIN LYNCH

ay is National Mental
Health Awareness
onth, making this an

excellent time to reflect on how
this health care fits into our
lives as Catholics. In our area,
we have a number of Catholic
counselors who are passion-
ate about their work in the
counseling field and how it is
inspired by their faith life.

Father John Eze is the pas-
tor at Queen of Peace Parish in
Mishawaka and he is currently
in the process of finishing up
hisafraduate degree in mental
health counseling at Indiana
University in South Bend.
Father Eze shared that ever
since his seminary days, he
has had a desire to learn more
about clinical mental health
counseling. However, this
desire was put on hold for sev-
eral years as he lived out his
vocation in pastoral ministry
in Nigeria, his home country.
While he has been serving at
Queen of Peace, the tug on
his heart to learn more about
counseling has continued.

When he learned more
about the program he is
currently in, Father Eze
approached Bishop Rhoades
to ask for permission to enroll.
He said that he is so grateful
for all the support that Bishop
Rhoades has shown him in
allowing him and encourag-
ing him to pursue this degree
so that he can better serve the
people of this diocese. Father
Eze said, “I very much see my
vocation as a priest and the
counseling profession are very
much in tandem. They are so
connected.”

He said people often ask
him what he will do once he
is done with the program. He
responds by saying how he
is already seeing the impact
of his studies and using what
he has learned. “I am using
the program to become a bet-
ter listener, to understand the
human condition, and to open
my eyes to issues that can only
be addressed through mental
health counseling.”

Father Eze talked about how
grateful he is to be in a diocese
where the importance of mental
health care is really understood
and promoted. One example he
gave was that the counseling
department of Catholic Charities
was invited by Bishop Rhoades
to a diocesan meeting of the
priests in order to teach the
clergy about how and when
to refer someone to a mental
health professional. Father Eze
emphasized how important this
was and said, “There is some
sin that m;tly have underlyin,
mental health origins, and i
you keep addressing it only
with spiritual advice, there is
no way that wound will be
healed. Then they will come
back next week with the same

£ %
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sin. But if you help the person
to go throgfh heaﬁng by using
mental health services, then he
will be able to make changes.”
This is one reason Father Eze
said he feels it's so important
for priests to continue to be
trained in the importance of
mental health care and he is
grateful to be able to serve as a
resource for his brother priests.
When

FATHER JOHN EZE

birth. Buddie also mentioned
her view of Jesus as the first
social worker and said that this
really shaped her view of how
she sees herself as a therapist.
She said, “As a therapist, I
approach each session saying,
‘God what do you want me to
accomplish in this session?’ My
clients come with what is on
their mind and I come with my
expertise, but

thinking about also with what
his vocation God wants us
as a priest and ) ) to focus on

his service in "As the client, you are in that day and
the counsel- accomplish. I
‘s?gn?ﬂ?affﬁer control of the conversation.” fg}g’iﬁ’,‘g flim
Eze turns to the words,
Jesus as his especially in
model of a MELISSA BUDDIE those tough
counselor. He moments

said, “Look at when there
the way Jesus aren’t really
encountered earthly words
the woman to say to them
at the well. Look at how He that would be as per?elct as you

encountered Zaccheus. He
didn’t tell Zaccheus to repent
or that he was a sinner. He
told him, ‘Come down. I will be
with you.” He showed compas-
sion and empathy. The fgu
came down and said, ‘If T ﬁ]ad
defrauded any person, I will
give four times back and from
now on I will give half my
Eroperty away to the poor.’ So,
ow did Jesus encounter him?
People treated him as an out-
cast, but Jesus treated him with
love, compassion, and empa-
thy. And Zaccheus then made
the choice to become who he
became. I read the Gospels
today with a mind of Jesus as
a counselor. And I see Jesus
encounter people in their bro-
kenness and He encompasses
all the skills that I should be
bringing to my clients.”
Melissa Buddie is another
counselor in the Michiana area
who provides services through
telehealth. Her current specialty
is perinatal mental healtﬁ,
which consists of serving
women who are considering
conceiving, those struggling
with infertility, those who
have experienced miscarriage
or infant loss, and women
who are currently pregnant
or who have recently given

would like, and so I rely on
God for that.”

Buddie talked about her
passion for advocating for
all people to feel comfortable
accessing mental health care if
they need it. She said, “There’s
a lot of really hard things we
encounter in our lives. As
Catholics we understand that
suffering is a part of that.
However, we also do not need
to sit in suffering unnecessari-
ly. There is some suffering that
we can get stuck in and this
can really impact us and the
people around us in a negative
way. When we think about
mental health care, it's not just
about us and our feelings, but
it's also about taking care of
those around us as well as tak-
ing care of ourselves. In order
to live our vocation, it's impor-
tant to have mental health
care. In order to be able to be
what God has asked us to be,
we might need mental health
care. Mental health care does
not mean that there is some-
thing wrong with you or that
you've failed in any way. It just
means that there is a chemi-
cal imbalance in their brain or
that they’ve experienced some
really big event that their brain
is having trouble coping with,

. WL
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and neither of those things
make you a failure. So men-
tal health care becomes really
important in showing us the
respect and dignity that God
wants us to have and making
sure we are able to be the best
version of ourselves for every-
one else in our lives.”

Buddie also encouraged peo-
ple who might be hesitant to
try therapy. “As the client, you
are in control of the conversa-
tion. When you are sharing
things that are so vulnerable,
it can be helpful to remember
that you are in control. No one
can force you to talk about
anything you don’t want to.
Therapy is supposed to help
you with the things you bring
to it.”

Adam Smith is a therapist
working at his own private
practice in Mishawaka, Smith
Counseling Services. He spoke
about how he initially ha(s) a
career in software consult-
ing and transitioned to the
counseling profession. “My
wife suggested I start looking
at other career options after I
wore down her patience dron-
ing on about how empty my
job felt. 1 fell in love with the
vocation after volunteering
with adolescents who were

T
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experiencing grief from losing a
sibling or parent.”

Smith also emphasized the
importance of relying on God in
the counseling profession. He
said, “I've also found myself
profoundly humbled in this
vocation. When confronted
with trying to walk with some-
one through devastating loss
or overwhelming stress, if I
believed that their healing
relied solely on my exper-
tise, I would be having panic
attacks of my own in sessions.
Trusting that I am doing my
best to be a conduit for God’s
love and healing allows me to
work with a greater freedom
and confidence knowing that
our time together is just a
medium for God’s greater work
in that person’s life.”

For those hesitant to try
counseling, Smith wants
Catholics to know that all ther-
apists are bound by the code of
ethics to respect the faith lives
of their clients. He remarked, “I
have worked with individuals
who have waited more than a
year to see Catholic or Christian
therapists due to limited avail-
ability. I often hear concerns
of people fearing that their
spirituality would be rejected
or they would be given recom-
mendations for interventions
that run counter to their faith.
Therapists are trained to adhere
to a strict code of ethics in
order to protect clients in these
situations, where the beliefs or
potential biases of a counselor
should never be projected onto
their clients. While there are
certainly examples of coun-
selors failing to live up to this
expectation, I would strongly
encourage anyone who is
uncertain if they can wait to
see ‘the perfect therapist’ to
give a chance to other options
if their needs are urgent. If a
counselor is doing their job,
they should help you feel safe
and understood regardless if
they share your exact beliefs.”

&
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“A mother is she who can take the place of all others but of whose place no one else can take.”

MOTHER’S DAY, from page 1

Catholic school received one of
Carl’s beautifully made boxes to
be used by students who took
them home in turns to pray the
family rosary for world peace,
the end of war, and the defeat
of communism. (This was in
1950.) He created a steel flag-
pole for the new Catholic high
school building and su[zf)orted
generously every fundraiser
that the Catholic school spon-
sored. He did these things for
the Church, his daughter, and
then for her four children. Carl
and his wife, Margaret, were
my mother’s heritage and her
examples of faithfulness!

That is where my faith
began!

But wait......there’s more!

My mother, Georgia, married
my father, Joseph Shape, in
the Catholic church rectory in
December of 1941, just as the
United States entered WWIL
My dad enlisted in the Army
Air Force, leaving my mother
at her home with her parents
when he left. He had been a
member of the Presbyterian
faith and had once considered
becoming a minister. With m
mother’s encouragement an
example, he began instructions
in Catholicism and became a
very faith-filled and, along with
my mother, active member of
the Catholic Church. (Pope John
XXII was his favorite!) My
mother loved to celebrate all
the special saint’s days. (Saint
Nicholas Day on December
6 was my personal favorite),
but she also was partial to St.
Lucy, The Blessed Virgin, Saint
Joseph, Saint Patrick, etc. Our
home was tastefully appointed
with sacred art works, icons,
and statuary. Every threaten-
ing storm was met with lighted
holy candles. My childhood
was secure, surrounded by this
faith and this three-generation
family unit I was a part of.

When my father’s job
required us to move from Ohio
to Indiana, my mother chose
our new home in a place that
included a strong Catholic iden-
tity which matched our family
values. The small community
of Huntington included two
beautiful Catholic parishes with

ade schools and a Catholic

igh school; a renowned

Catholic publishing company;
the mother house of Our Lady
of Victory Missionary Sisters;
Saint Felix Franciscan Capuchin
monastery; and the security
of the values of the Church
and the community. Following
mother’s assuredness and faith
in God, we settled into a rou-
tine that included new friend-
ships, frequent Mass, priest
friends joining us for lasagna

dinners, and many adventures
that were surrounded by the
security of our faith.

Being a child born into the
anxieties of a wartime era,
the fundamentals of faith that
I learned at home, especially
with my mother’s influence, I
was able to survive and thrive
in my uncertain world.

My mother did experience
her own anxieties and uncer-
tainty as her life unfolded. Not
unlike many of her contem-
poraries, she had become a
woman of strength who could
endure many things. (After
all, she had lived through all
the seasons of Lenten sacrifice
required by church rules of
her time!) The one thing she
could not endure to sacrifice
was her romance with her
cigarettes and her ashtrays.

It was the one thing she did
not pass on to her children.
Standing with her in her sur-
geon’s office when she was

in her 70s and pondering the
implications of her chest x-rays
with her, she told me she was
not letting lung cancer conquer
her. She had great faith in the
intercessions of the saints and
in particular, the intercession
of then Venerable Solanus
Casey, OFM, Capuchin, who
had also been a citizen of her
Indiana hometown. As Father
Solanus would have done, my
mother “thanked God ahead
of time” and went straight
home to find her small badge
with the relic and picture o
Father Solanus. She pinned it
to her chest, always to wear it
there as she endured months
of cancer treatments. She had
sure faith that, through the
prayers of intercession of this
now Blessed priest, she would
be delivered from the dreaded
disease. And she was, as her
x-rays later proved! She wrote
to the office in Detroit where
Father Solanus’ case for saint-
hood was being investigated
and, with much pride, declared
herself healed ofplung cancer.
Once again, her great faith had
been her stronghold, as it had
been ‘for ages past.” Thank
you, God!

And this has been my heri-
tage of faith from my mother.

‘Thank you, God!"”

— Sharon Shape Solloway

Glenda Stover Casey

“My mother,
Glenda Stover
Casey, was a very
special lady. She
was a convert
to the Catholic
faith when she
married my
dad, William,
in 1940. My Dad

was a very good man and a
devout Catholic. She was very
strict about attending Mass
on Sundays and Holy Days.
Sunday was a very special
day. We all went together to
Mass and wore our special
Sunday clothes and when we
returned home, we had our
s%ecial Sunday dinner in the
afternoon. The rest of the day
we did no work but spent time
together. We prayed before
every meal and at bedtime.
This %reatly influenced
me as I became an adult and
mother. Mom was a very kind
and ﬁenerous person. She
would help others any time
they needed it. One thing that

— Cardinal Mermillod

Mom and Dad were good par-
ents to all five of us.”
— Elaine Moser

Germaine Kummer

“The memories of mom
are always too many to recall.
Besides teaching prayers, 1
recall a story of what I think is
uncommon advice. I had gone
off to school and things were
not going too well. I called
home and related all that was
wrong: grades, not making
friends, food not like home,
homesick, etc. I was looking
for sympathy and compassion.
What I received was the advice,
‘Go to Confession!” Thanks

unknowingly entertained
angels.” The Christian virtue
and responsibility of hospitality
was alive in our home through
my mother. Our home was a
place where friends and family
gathered. Because of this I got
to witness my mother loving
serving others and bringing
witnesses of the faith to our
home. I feel like every Catholic
feast day, it was also a feast
day at our home. We would
attend Mass as a family and
then celebrate with our com-
munity. People from all walks
of life would come and my
mother would embrace them
with o%en arms. Our St. Joseph
Day table would have new peo-

stays with me is when I was ple every year. She is a shining  Mom!”
in grade school and one of example of the love of God. In — Father Bill Kummer
the nuns who was my teacher ~ so many ways I have learned
needed someone to mend and ~ from my mother. I truly believe M ary E.Voors
make some new parts to her she took the verse, ‘Train up a ¢
habit. Well, mom ended up child in the way he should go, “Throughout
doing it for all the nuns and and when he is old he will not  her entire Tife,
even made new curtains for depart from it’ from Proverbs our mom,
the classrooms. I can only hope  to heart, because I, every day, ~ Mary E.
that I can be as generous as hope to create a home like the  voors, lived
mom was. Mom passed away one she did for us and our a life of pro- #.
from Alzheimer’s in 2007. God  community.” found faith *»
blessed our family with a very — Brian Mulholland and encour-
special mom.” aged each of %

— Nancy Snyder Loretta /‘\ her seven kids -

‘ to do the same. =
Helen Berghoff Sherwood J . As we were celebrating her life
“ ¢ . after her death in 2021, each of

“I was blessed One o her children received a hand-
with a beautiful my earliest signed note from her which is
holy mom. Her memories of erhaps the best evidence of
Catholic faith @ my mother-in- Eer ongoing faith:
was of great 4 law to be was 1 hope you know that from

her acts of char-
ity, patience, and
kindness. She and her three
sisters cared for their two men-
tally disabled brothers upon
the death of their widowed
mother. Their mother died at
the age of 57, so they took it
upon themselves to care for
their brothers while still raising
their own families. The sisters
helped with housing, meals,

importance in
her life and of
course in rais-
ing her family.
I would see her
on her knees in the morning
and at night praying. She and
dad prayed the rosary every
evening together. She went to
Mass, Benedictions, Stations,
and May Crowning because

it was good for us. When she P
could no longer drive, mom medical visits, and made sure

moved to an apartment at Saint ~ that they were at all the family
Anne’s so that she could attend %et-togethers. My mother-in-
daily mass. Mom gave me the ~ aW never complained or saw
greatest gift, my Catholic faith. it as @ burden, but more out of

” love and honoring the wishes
: an_lsﬁa%rﬁgeyfgé' of their mother. I admired the
chzlu'ity given by her a{1d eﬁr
to love my “new” uncles er
Barbara loving example. Her Catholic
Mulholland virtues of charity, patience, and
kindness have always been
“It is ironic . close to my heart. Soon after,
that the name | 1 would convert to Catholic
Barbara means  faith.”
“stranger” — Barbara A. Sherwood
because I

don’t think
anyone
| would classify
my mother, Barbara, as a
stranger. My mother lived
out the call in Hebrews,
‘Do not neglect hospital-
ity, for through it some have

Claudine Houser

“Both of my parents raised
all five of us to go to mass on
Sundays and Holy days. We all
attended Catholic school at St.
Peter’s and Central Catholic. We
always said grace before meals.

the moment of your concep-
tion until the day I died, 1 have
loved you. My prayer and
hope is that my vocation as
your mother has shown you
the path to Heaven. And now,
(1 hope from the wonder of
Heaven), you know without
any doubt I truly continue to
love you. My prayer, my hope,
is that one day we are rejoicing
together with God in Heaven.

[ thank you. I love you. And
although I did my best to set a
Godly example — keep me in
your daily prayer — as I mqy
still be in need.

Her kids and their partners
continue to celebrate the level
of faith mom experienced in
her daily life.”

— The Voors Family

Sister Mary Laetitia

“My mom was widowed in
2008 when we lost the rock
of our family, my dad. In the
next five years, we watched
our mother grow in her faith
and spend most of her time in
the Chapel at St. Jude, prafring
the rosary, at Mass, or helping
homeless/needy in the com-
munity. She then felt called
to join the Poor Clares, who
spent their first 19 years at St.
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Andrews Parish
on New Haven
Avenue being &
cloistered.
I cannot
tell you the
transforma-
tion that we
have seen
in our fam-
ily. I am one of
three children (one older and
one younger brotherz, and
our lives have been forever
changed. At first, we mourned
our loss and felt a huge sense
of grief. Since then, we have
seen, heard, and experienced
God'’s grace, mercy, and love in
abundance! We are blessed to
call her mom and we are more
than blessed to know that she
is praying for us constantly! On
December 28, 2022, she moved
to Kokomo to join the Poor
Clares there along with some
of her other sisters. It is rough
being so far from her since she
was always in Fort Wayne, but
we know that God has a big-
ﬁer plan! Our family, including

er 11 grandchildren, are more
than happy with her decision
to answer His call, although,
it isn’t always easy, we are
reminded that only God is in
control and knows the plans
He has for us. We have learned
so much from her and watched
each of us grow in faith and
love.”

— Jill Wright

Elizabeth Mary
Ketterer Friedel

“Elizabeth
Mary Ketterer
Friedel was
Catholicin = =
all things ‘
that mat-
ter. Fiercely
indepen-
dent, strong
willed, and
fair minded, she was
a woman to be reckoned with,
respected, and admired by all
who were privileged to get to
know her.

As a member of Most Hol
Name of Jesus (MHN) Catholic
Church for 70 years, on Troy
Hill, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
Elizabeth was baptized, con-
firmed, graduated from 8th
grade, married Anthony
(Butch) J. Friedel, celebrated
their 25th, 35th, and 50th
wedding anniversaries with
Masses and renewal of wed-
ding vows in Most Holy Name
of Jesus (MHN) Catholic Church
on Troy Hill, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. Plans were made
for the celebration of the 60th
wedding anniversary in June of
1990, but Butch died in April
so the planned Mass was said
for the repose of his soul.

Elizabeth (Betty as known
to friends) was the 6th of eight

children born to Joseph and
Katherine Ketterer, and as a
child, attended Mass in the pew

~ at MHN bought by her father.
g While liVin% on Tro

I shadow of

& for 70 years, Be

Hill in the
er mother’s attic
was a mem-
ber and officer of the Christian
Mothers and Catholic Women’s
Union groups of MHN. She and
Butch had one child, Arthur,
who attended MHN school and
was tau%lht by some of the
same School Sisters of Notre
Dame teachers as Elizabeth
had been. The practice of the
Catholic faith was transferred
to Arthur through his mother
as well as the same women
who instilled the faith in her.
As Arthur was a sickly child,
there was always a seven-day
candle at Mary’s altar for his
change to better health. As
Arthur is now 85, the Blessed
Mother must have answered
Elizabeth’s petition represented
by the candle.

When she was 70-years-old,
with great sorrow, Elizabeth
had to leave her beloved Troy
Hill and MHN church due to
Butch'’s ill health. It was the
only day that she cried in her
life. They moved to live with
their son, a chemistry profes-
sor at IPFW in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. She lived her faith
through the help of Father
(now Monsignor) Bill Schooler
of St. Jude’s Church. Through
friends, she became active in
the Ladies Group of St. Jude,

a member of the St. Francis
University Guild, and called
Bingo at St. Anne’s Home
every other Monday. In her
last years, she said her rosary
every night, even after a stroke
that left her mind slightly
impaired. On Thanksgiving

of 2002, she was hospitalized
with pneumonia, and when
released from the hospital she
had forgotten how to walk.
She was then admitted to the
Canterbury Green Nursing
home where rosaries were lost
in the bed clothes and on a
Wednesday night, five days
after admission, she confessed
to her son that, ‘I have had
enough of this life; I am ready
to try another.” When Arthur
got a call at 12:30 a.m. that she
was dying, he shouted. ‘Even
God listens to her.’

Elizabeth is buried in the

Elot of MHN cemetery where

er father bought the lot when
their youngest daughter died
of diphtheria in 1928. She is
buried there with her mother,
father, sister, and husband.
Arthur’s name is there as well,
waiting.”

— Dr. Arthur Friedel

Mildred Driscoll

“My mother, Mildred
Driscoll, joined the Catholic
faith after she was widowed

with five chil-
dren at the
age of 36.
Her children
were bein:

Church and
attended St. ,
Bernard School
in Wabash,
Indiana. She felt strongly she
could be more of a mentor to
her children if she also prac-
ticed Catholicism.

She enjoyed this transition
and felt her relationship to God
helped her with the daunting
task of raising her five chil-
dren. She felt His presence in
the various jobs she took to dput
food on the table and to guide
her throughout her life.

My mother lived to the age
of 97 and now lies next to her
husband and my father in St.
Patrick’s Cemetery in Lagro,
Indiana.”

— Tom Driscoll

Esther Kromkowski

“Do what has
to be done at
this time.
The good
Lord has
a plan for
each of us.
He knows
where we ‘fit
in’ and if we
have faith, He
direct our minds and hearts.’
These are my mom’s words,
sent as a support note to my
son on a retreat. These words
and her numerous acts of
kindness were always part of
her life. Five of us knew Esther
Kromkowski as ‘Mom’; 16 as
‘Busia’; many as ‘Aunt Esther’;
and many as a friend at St.
Adalbert’s Parish. My mom
was a blessing in different
ways in each of our lives.”

— Ann Marie Szymanski

Carol Jane Martin Zech

“When I was a child, we
prayed the rosary as a family
once a week. Mom attended
Mass for all the Holy Days. She
and dad enrolled me in Catholic
School, St. Thomas, Elkhart,
and encouraged me to be an
altar boy at St. Thomas. (About
1950)

With the nuns, mom
instilled in me to always do the
right thin(% never lie, and help
at home doing our chores. God
was first, then mom, then the
job, then me.”

— John Zackrajsek

Marguerite Walsh

“I have many vivid memo-
ries of my mother’s faith and
how she lived it. She was from
a strong Irish family which
included two priests with cus-

toms and traditions from ‘back
home.’ She was faithful in all
aspects of faith and teaching
her children was her main
mission. She made sure that
we knew our prayers, went to
Mass weekly, went to confes-
sion, understood the history
of our faith, the importance
of the saints, the sacraments,
and how much Jesus loved
us. She had a deep devotion
to the Blessed Mother, and
we gathered often to say the
rosary. She lived and talked
her religion daily. As a child,
we all witnessed this and fol-
lowed her beautiful example.
She took great pleasure invit-
ing the priest to our home
for dinner. The family priests
were at our home many times
and I remember them off by
themselves saying their daily
prayers while we played in the
yard, fully aware of what was
going on.”

— Dorothy Korte

Luanne Obergfell

“Mom lived her
Catholic faith
by regularly
attending
Mass on
Sundays,
Holy days,
and week-
days, and by
spending an
hour a week in the
perpetual adoration chapel at
St. Jude usually in the middle
of the night in winter or sum-
mer for decades. However, the
way she most visibly practiced
her faith and taught us to be
faithful was by her volunteer
activities for the Church and
the Catholic schools.

She volunteered at St. Jude
Parish in Fort Wayne through
her membership and leadership
in the Rosary Society. As an
early member of the Funeral
Dinner ministry, she served
the church by coordinating and
serving hundreds of grieving
families. Some weeks, there
would be as many as three or
four funerals and she, along
with other dedicated women,
called volunteers to bring food,
set up the luncheons, and serve
the families. This service to the
church went on for years and
she only slowed down when
she wasn’t physically able to
do it anymore though she still
made the calls for volunteers to
bring dishes.

Another of her favorite
activities was helping out at
Bishop Dwenger, especially the
Saints Alive activities. She was
one of the volunteers in the
early years, helping coordinate
the students and parents who
served the dinner. Saints Alive
continues to provide support
for BDHS and Catholic educa-
tion today thanks in no small

A

part to those early ‘pioneers’
who designed and built the
event.

St. Joseph Hospital was
another recipient of her volun-
teer work as she spent every
Friday in the gift shop waiting
on customers. When she tran-
sitioned to living in St. Anne’s
four years ago, she continued
to volunteer serving as the
President of the Residents
Council.

We learned from mom how
to be faithful through her
practice of the faith through
religious observances as well
as through her commitment to
the Catholic Church by serving
others as a volunteer.”

— Ann M. Obergfell

Sarah Shank

“My mom has
always been
my rock.
She has
taught me
life lessons
including
staying
strong in the
Catholic faith.
She is consis-
tent, fair, loving, and Christ-
centered. I am happy to call her
my mother. I love you mom.”

— David Shank

Betty Huot

“What a
timely and
meaningful
opportu-
nity this
is for me
to be able
to honor
my mother
for Mother’s
Day. My mom
resides at St. Anne Home and
Retirement Community here in
Fort Wayne, and she has just
recently been put on hospice.
On the day that I received the
invitation to share a memory
about my mother’s faith, I had
just come home from spend-
ing the morning with her at St.
Anne’s.

It had been one of those
very warm early spring days
and I had wheeled Mom out
into the courtyard to enjoy the
beauty and warmth of the sun,
not knowing how much time
she will have left to do so. One
of the first things I noticed
was the little purple violets just
emerging from the ground, and
I pulled one up and showed it
to mom and proceeded to share
with her how these violets so
delightfully brought to mind
the May altars that she had
taught me how make for Mary
each year when I was growing
up. I reminded her about the
violets and the lilies of the val-

MOTHER’S DAY, page 10
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ley and and especially the fra-
grant lilacs that surrounded my
Mary statue that I enthroned
on top of a doily-covered pile
of books. As I shared these
thoughts with her, I wondered
if she could understand what
I was saying. The knowing
look in her eyes assured me
that she did. And then I sang
“Immaculate Mary” to her and
asked her if she remembered.
She smiled and slowly nodded
her head yes.

There are so many other
things I could share about
my mom'’s love of Jesus and
Mary, and how she taught my
sisters and me what it meant
to live out one’s faith in both
word and deed. Her compas-
sionate letters to others could
fill many a box. Her religious
paintings and banners adorned
many events at St. Thomas
the Apostle Church in Elkhart
where we grew up.

But for me, I believe the
most profound sharing of my
mom’s faith will now be that
moment with the violet in the
courtyard ... the time when
words were not needed ... the
time when my mom’s pre-
cious soul was closer to Jesus
and Mary’s than it ever has
been before. What an awe-
some treasure she shared with
me! Thank you, mom. Happy
Mother’s Day. I love you!”

— Diana Peat

UPDATE: Diana sent this note
to us at Today’s Catholic on
Monday, May 8:

“L just thought that I would
Share with you that my mother
did pass away on Saturday,
May 6. She had been unre-
sponsive for many days, but
my two sisters and I spent
most of our waking hours with
her praying, singing, telling
stories, and laughing, antici-
pating her glorious reunion
with our dad and all of heav-
en. [ feel it is so special that
my tribute to her for Today’s
Catholic will be such a timely
way to honor her!”

We at Today’s Catholic send
our prayers and condolences.

Dolores Keyes

5| Ftart}cled : to
pray for the 1
right words ’ \
to come to
me for this
writing
for those
to realize
reading this
about the
strong faith that = my
mother had instilled in me
growing up. I am the young-
est of five children born to
Dolores and Bob Keyes. My
father passed away beauti-
fully on December 17, 2016.
As a child, we never missed
Mass unless we were des-
peratefly sick. Growing 1}p,
mom faithfully took all five
of us by herself. My dad con-
verted to Catholicism when

I was 10-years-old. It was a
trip to the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Fort
Wayne. Dad was instructed by
Monsignor Thomas Duncan.
A day I will forever hold in my
heart. I am sure his conver-
sion was brought by the faith
shown by mom over the years.
One of my fondest memories is
when mom gathered us around
her bed, and on our knees to
pray the rosary to§ether dur-
ing Lent. We would always
honor the statue of the Blessed
Mother on top of the TV with
flowers and a crown on her
head during the month of May,
a tradition that I still do today
in my home. I was blessed to
go with my parents to Germany
to live when I was 17-years-
old. A cherished memory was
going to Easter Mass at the
Cathedral of Norte Dame with
mom. The crowd was enor-
mous. We never thought we
would receive the Eucharist,
but we made our way to the
riest in the crowd. I will never
orget the tears of joy in both
our eyes. Mom encouraged
me to teach my first religious
education class when I was 17.
Mom said to me that I should
share my faith with the chil-
dren. They were kindergarten-
ers. That was the start of my
38 years teaching religious
education. Whenever one of us
kids had issues with friends,
boyfriends, making decisions,
or heaven forbid someone
was arriving home late from
curfew, mom would tell me to
say a éarayer quickly! Mom also
share trans%ortation with our
Catholic neighbors to get us to
weekly catechism classes on
Saturday mornings! Later on,
married with my own family,
I would call mom just to check
on her. Today I phone mom
every evening (if possible, 1
miss a few) to say good night.
Her final words every night,
‘God Bless you,” help me feel
her love and bring God’s peace.
Mom and dad also enjoyed
adoration chapel time at ICC
Auburn while they lived in
Auburn. She and dad faith-
fully prayed the daily scripture
up until dad’s death. Mom is
legally blind so now she listens
to EWTN. Mom also has writ-
ten her own prayer for Lent
that she had shared with oth-
ers when living at Sacred Heart
in Avilla. She and dad moved
to Sacred Heart home in Avilla
when the family asked them to
make a change. Both gracious,
even though we all knew how
hard it is to leave your home,
however, it was the daily Mass
that drew them there. Mom
immediately made friends with
the Sisters (Clare and Theresa),
who are still her friends today.
Mom has now moved to Astral
at Auburn, closer proximity for
my sister and me to see her.
She needed a change with dad
being gone now as well. The
did not have Mass organized at
Astral when we moved mom. 1
called ICC in Auburn to arrange
for my friend, Ann Helmkamp,
to bring mom Communion

when 5)ossible. Ann and mom
immediately had a bond of
faith. Ann tells me she just
did not know what it was, but
they felt the presence of God
together. Ann faithfully brings
Communion not only to mom
but the other faithful Catholics
living at Astral. Ann also orga-
nized saying the Rosary once a
week with mom and the others
who wish to attend. In conclu-
sion, mom is ready to go home
to her Heavenly Father, how-
ever, we keep telling her God
knows we still need her. Who
would I phone every evening
at 7 p.m. if she was not here
with me? I am grateful to God
for the blessing of my mom,
her faith, and her ever love for
HIM.”

— Cindy Turner

Anna Gora

“The great-
est inspira-
tion in my
spiritual
life was my
grandmoth-
er, Anna. She
left Poland for
a better life when
she was 16, leaving behind
her entire family. When I was
a child staying at her house,
my little bedroom window
opened onto the front porch.
Every night I would listen to
her praying the rosary in Polish
and saying her evening pral}llers
while swinging on the porc
swing. She would ask me to
join her and say my prayers.
She had a simple faith, always
turning to Jesus in times of
hardship. She lost her husband
and suffered illness but always
remained faithful. She set the
example for all of our family.”

— Cheryl Adams

Joan Nunn

“My dad
and mom,
Murray
andg{;)an, i
taught 3
their five
children
the meaning
of Christmas, S
the meaning of
Easter, and the meaning of
Good Friday, but we were not
baptized. It's not something
that I fault them for because
my mom was my biggest sup-
porter when I walked (maybe
ran towards is the correct
wording) to my baptism into
full communion with the
Catholic Church at the 1997
Easter Vigil.

My mom taught me how to
live my faith when she came to
me three months into her battle
with inoperable pancreatic can-
cer to tell me that she thought
that she ‘should be marked for
Him before I meet Him,” and
was baptized into full commu-
nion with the Catholic Church
at age 72 at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception by
Father Stoyle. I have a photo
of her with Bishop D’Arcy

taken about 20 minutes before
she was baptized that I trea-
sure. It wasn’t until her final
nine months (Ma%, 2007 —
February 2008) that we were
able to talk about faith. I had
never known that she prayed
daily to the Blessed Mother
for her five children after my
dad’s death in 1973. She had
never told anyone that she
prayed several times a day for
anythin%and everything that
crossed her mind. I had never
known that the name of her
dian angel was revealed to

er when we lost my dad, or
that she was revealed the name
of my guardian angel as well
(not something that I had ever
thought to ask to be revealed
to me).

My mom taught me how to
live my faith when she gave
an example of how to die.
asked her how she was able
to sit each day and look at her
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren who were
around her and whom she
loved and not want to scream
out to God and be angry about
being told that she would have
30 days of life left (she battled
and lived nine months and 15
days total). I asked her if she
had ever gotten angry at God
and wanted to walk away from
everything, did she scream
out to Him, ‘Why me?’ Her
response to me, “No, I thank
Him and say, ‘Why not me?’
would not be completely under-
standable until nine years later
through my grief with the loss
of my husband and had to face
all that my mom lived through
in her life.

Being with my mom the
last nine months of her life
was a blessing, and having
the humble joy of bringing her
Communion and looking into
her eyes and saying, ‘The Body
of Christ’ and her responding
‘Amen’ never failed to have
tears falling because, after 40
years of living the life that she
and my dad gave me, [ was
bringing her a piece of Him
whom she sought her whole
life so that she was able to
experience fully His uncondi-
tional love for her the last six
months of her life.”

— Janice Martin WP

Mary Martha Snyder

“My Mother
was the most
influential
person in
my rela-
tionship
with God.
Attending
Sunday Mass
was always of
utmost importance. When I was
a young gitl, my family lived in
Zanesville, Indiana. During the
war, my father worked seven
days a week at General Electric
in Fort Wayne. Not having any
other way to church, my mother
would get the five of us children
up at 5 a.m. to get ready and ride
with my father as he went into
work. We would stand on the

corner of Taylor and Brooklyn
Avenue, during cold, hot, rain,
or snowy weather, to catch the
city bus to the Cathedral so we
could go to Mass. After Mass,
we would again take the bus
to grandma and grandpa’s
house and wait until my dad
got off work. Mom emphasized
the importance of learning the
prayers and saying the rosary.
Eighty years later, when I say the
Hail Mary, the Memorare, and
other prayers, I remember practic-
ing them while we were doing
dishes after supper. Yes, my
mother was committed to bring-
ing up her eight children in the
Catholic faith and being an excel-
lent influence in their relationship
with God.”

— Mary Lou Snyder

Carole Elder

“Born with
a lovely sing-
ing voice,
our mom
was always
involved in
the liturgy
as a cantor
or choir mem-
ber. She often sacrificed her
work lunch hours and evening
family dinners for rehears-
als and practices in order to
be prepared for the upcoming
weekend Mass. Our weekend
Mass obligations and holidays
revolved around her liturgy
commitments. As we grew, she
encouraged our ai)articipation
in the Mass as altar servers,
cross bearers, and lectors. Her
steadfast commitment and con-
tribution to the liturgy and our
parish with her valuable time
and musical talent fostered a
strong Catholic foundation in
our childhood home.

Happy Mother’s Day, mom!
We love you. Love, Christy,
Jeremy, and Joe.”

— Jeremy Elder

Sally Hickey

“My mom,
Sally, raised
us in the
Church
with a
Catholic
education
and after-
ward encour-
aged an adult
conversion with a Catholic High
School education, good movies,
frequenting the sacraments,
EWTN, and just living Catholic
with all the lloving sacrifice that
implies.

— Chris Hickey

Marcella Kriss

“My mother’s name is
Marcella (Sramek) Kriss. While
she passed away many years
ago (1994), she is frequently in
my thoughts and prayers. I am
the oldest of six siblings, four
girls and two boys, and we
up in the small town of No
Judson, Indiana. Since we lived
just two blocks from our church
and school, my life, at least,
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revolved around our home every Mother’s Day, 1 we find ourselves in challeng-
the Saints and raised four children that Marian Herman ing times or difficult situations,
Cyril and are very strong in their faith “My Mom’s we can confide in our mother
Methodius . today. name is who seems to always provide a
Parish. : Thank goodness she was Marian comforting embrace or words of
Going our mother.” Herman. wisdom. I believe this is where
to Mass on — Nancy Josephson She is my devotion to our Blessed
Sundays and 92-years- Mother first came from — seeing
feast days was Theresa Gabet oldand a the example of my own mother.
always an event member of There have been many cases
and a priority for “My mom, St. Joseph in my life where a challenging
my mom and dad, even with Theresa Gabet, > ~ Parish in situation presents itself and
six children. I remember getting  has lived her A ‘ Mishawaka. We are a fam- instinctively turn to our Blessed
dressed up for Sunday Mass Catholic faith ily composed of nine children, ~ Mother who provides the same Marv Lou Rahr and
and other special feasts suchas  fully. The day six daughters and three sons. comfort and wisdom my own I'y
Christmas and Easter. For Easter ~ started with ' Seven of us live in the South mother provides. One situation Mia DeBock
we would all have new match- the morning Bend-Mishawaka area and still remains clearly in my mind
ing coats and hats of our favorite  offering, and two are out of town. Mom where I found myself at a grotto Our Catholic faith was always
color. My mother was a beauti- daily Mass taught all of us to be proud of ~ praying during a challenging a big part of our life. My mother,

cian, so my sisters and I always
had beautiful hairdos. My
mother and her faith were the
mainstay of our family. Prayers
before meals and praying the
rosary together were family
traditions for many years. Mom
always had her prayer books
and rosary nearby. To this day
I have a well-worn rosary she
used and which I use myself
from time to time. I even have a
rosary collection of my own!

Even the television shows
we watched revolved around
our Catholic faith. I remember
the family watching episodes of
the Fulton ]. Sheen show, “Life
is Worth Living,” on a regular
basis. My siblings and I attended
our parish school, where mom
was frequently involved in
1[ﬁr(eﬂparations or special events

ike May Crowing, First Holy
Communion, Confirmation, and
other parish events. Photos
taken by my dad, or family
movies recorded by my Grandpa
Sramek captured our participa-
tion in these special events.
The Sisters of Saint Francis
of Perpetual Adoration from
Mishawaka, Indiana staffed our
parish school. Through grade
school and high school, I worked
with the sisters in the school and
as a sacristan. I remember many
enjoyable moments working
with Sister Jane in the sacristy.
She was just a few years older
than I was at the time. I often
attended early morning Mass to
sing in the choir.

The faith of my mother
ins(g)ired my own faith as a child
and through my early life. My
mom went through some toutﬁh
times, but even today her fai
inspires me. I am now a member
of the Sisters of Saint Francis of
Perpetual Adoration serving at
the University of Saint Francis in
Fort Wayne, Indiana.”

— Sister Elise Kriss

Dolores Hilligoss

“My Mother,
Dolores (Nix)
Hilligoss, went
to church at St.
Catherine Nix
Settlement her
entire life starting
in 1917 to 2001.
She said the rosary
every day, went to \
church every Sunday
and Holy Day, belonged to
the Rosary Group, May Altar in

as often as she
gorlllllicll. We said the .

amily rosary every evening.
She frequently invoked theg
help of the Blessed Mother, the
poor souls, and another favor-
ite, the infant Jesus of Prague
for any special needs. She did
all she could to make our home
a happy one. Even with nine
children, she and dad were
charitable to others. A couple
examples are that they would
pick up children from the
orphanage who had nowhere
to go for the holidays and take
food and treats to the poor at
Miss Virginia’s. One time, my
mom was visiting a friend in a
nursing home and one of the
residents who was having a
birthday did not have a cake.
This made mom feel so bad
that for years she would get a
list of the residents’ birthdays
and make each one an angel
food cake for their special day.
These are just a few examples
of her kindness that impacted
us. My siblings and I feel so
blessed and are so thankful to
God for giving us such a won-
derful mother!”

— Annette Sisco

Valeria Buchanan

“If T was to
list all of my
memories of
my mom, [
would need
an entire
book, so 1
will condense
my thoughts.
My Mom was
the 5th of 13 children and each
had their specific chores, hers
being baking. From birth to
death, religion was an integral
part of her daily life. Growing
up, she instilled a strong reli-
gious presence in our lives
as well. We attended Catholic
school through 8th grade even
though it was an economic
strain with five kids. We
always said grace before

every meal and attended
Sunday Mass, usually
as a family. Mom was
strong, kind, thoughtful,
helpful, and available. I
am proud to be her son.”
— Dick Buchanan

our faith. We then passed that
down to our children and her
grandchildren. There are 18
grandchildren, one of whom
is deceased. She also has five
great-grandchildren, all of
whom are strong in their faith.
Mom has had both joy and
sorrow in her life, starting at
the young age of 13. Her faith
ersevered and has gotten
er through the most difficult
times. She was a rosary maker
for nearlﬁl 38 years and has
passed that passion on to her
daughters and granddaugh-
ters. Mom would make both
rosaries and one-decade rosa-
ries and send them to nursin:
homes. When Bishops Rhoades
became the bishop, she even
made him a rosary with Notre
Dame colors. She has taught
all of her nine children to never
give up and to always trust in
God. He will always be there
for you. Be it joy or sorrow,
she has taught her family to
give everything to God, and He
will be there.
Happy Mother’s Day to
our mom who is a wonder-
ful mother, grandmother, and
%reat-grandmother! God Bless
er and may He continue to be
at her side. Love you mom.”
— Kathy Wisniewski

Ruth Hoffman

“My mother, Ruth Hoffman,
was a very beautiful, strong,
faith-filled woman. She taught
the four of us to be respect-
ful and kind by the way she
lived and treated others. It was
very important to her that we
learn more about our Catholic
faith by attending Sacred Heart
Catholic School and Bishop
Luers High School. Sunday
Mass was an important part of
our lives. Because of her strong
devotion to Mal?l, we prayed
the rosary as a family daily.

Mom passed away in 1984.
I still miss her.”

— Maureen Ousley

Cheryl Hickey

“We all
learn from
our par-
ents, but
we leam
something
special from
our mother.
Whenever

time. While walking at the grotto
in front of a statue of the Blessed
Mother, I called my mom on the
phone, and it brought such peace
and serenity. I turn to our Blessed
Mother in times of need because
of what I first witnessed in my
own mother, and they are both
instrumental in my vocational
discernment. May our Blessed
Mother continue to look over
you, mom, and surround you
with her love. I love you!”

— Michael Hickey

Betty 0’ Shaughnessey

“My mother, Betty
O’Shaughnessey,
was born a
Roman Catholic
gla;929. She

spent
her entire life
living anl(li
raying her
ith. ngle and
dad shared that
faith by provid-
ing a Catholic education for their
children.

Mom can be described b
many words that begin with the
letter C.

Catholic — Mom always led
by example.

Caring — Mom loved each of
us unconditionally since the day
we were born and helped us to be
happy and successful.

Courageous — Mom raised
10 children as a stay-at-home
mother. Our dad, Kenneth, died in
1994. Mfom continhlﬁg to lead her
family of grown children.

Consi&gérate — Mom always
thought of helping others first.

Clean — Boy did we!! We
did laundry, washed dishes, and
shared in the farm chores.

Calm — Mom never raised her
voice, yelled, or said a bad word.

Corgglimentary — It never
mattered how bad a situation may
seem, she always had a positive
word.

Charitable — Mom was a vol-
unteer organist for nearly 50 years
at St. Rose in Monroeville and
shared her love of music at the
school with the children.

On Mother’s Day, her 10
Chﬂdr%nil]ll gr in-laws, 29
grandchildren, 37 great-
grandchildren, and 2
great-great-grandchildren
are proud to show her their
love. Happy Mother’s Day!”
— Donna Hazelett

Lou Rahr, was born in
the Netherlands to Mia and
Jacque DeBock. They attended
Mass every Sunday and Holy
day. They had photos of Jesus
and The Blessed Mother in their
home, as well as a statue of
Mary. They immigrated to the
United States when my mom was
14. They moved to a house in
a small Pennsylvania town that
was within walkin}g1 distance to
the only Catholic Church. They
continued to attend Mass every
Sunday and Holy day and they
were very active in the church.
My Opa (Dutch for grandpa)
even helped with the account-
ing. After my Opa died, my Oma
(Dutch for grandmother) retired,
and she then went to Mass every
day. Watching their devotion to
the faith left a life-long impres-
sion on me.

My mother married my father,
who was Christian but not
Catholic. He a%eed to raise an
children they had in the Catholic
faith. When he was transferred to
Huntington, Indiana, for his job,
my mother immediately found St.
Mary Catholic Church and loved
the church and the people. My
younger sister and brother and
I all went to St. Mary Catholic
school. We attended Mass every
weekday, Sunday, and Holy Day
through our grade-school years.

My mother was thrilled when
I chose the University of Saint
Francis for college. She never
failed to tell me how proud she
was of me! When I got the job
as Secretary for Communications
here at the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, she cried
and told me that it was one of the
best days of her life.

I know she missed going to
Mass when the pandemic hit.

In late December of 2021, my
beautiful mother ended up in the
hospital with COVID. While in the
ICU, she dgrayed her rosary many
times a day. Father Thomas Zehr
was such a blessing for us dur-
ing this time. We were not given
much time and knew that she
was not going to make it. Father
Thomas came to the hospital to
spend time with her, offer confes-
sion, the Holy Eucharist, and last
rites.

My mother died on December
23, 2021. I miss her more than
words can ever say! I am beyond

ateful for her faithfulness and
or teaching me how to love and
live my Catholic faith. Happy
Mother’s Day!
— Nicole Hahn
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What Does it Mean to Be Salted with Fire?

he image of Salt occurs

more frequently in the

Bible than we often real-
ize. Most of us remember Jesus
calling us the salt of the earth.
But there are many other refer-
ences as noted in the linked
article in the previous sentence.
Let’s just list a few here that are
most curious to New Testament
readers.

Everyone will be salted with

fire. Salt is good, but if salt
becomes insipid, with what will
Yyou restore its flavor? Keep salt
in yourselves and you will have
peace with one another (Mark
9:49-50).

Another interesting passage
is in the Acts of the Apostles:

And while eating salt with
them, He charged them notd
to depart from Jerusalem, but
to wait for the promise of the
Father. (Acts 1:4)

These are odd references to
us who live in an age that often
demonizes salt as detriment to
good health. How should we
understand the biblical refer-
ences to salt? Let’s begin with a
few observations about salt in
those times.

1. Salt was valuable. Some
people were even paid with
salt éwhich is where we get the
word “salary™).

2. Salt was connected with
healing and purity. Saltwater
was applied to infections and
wounds (it helps heal afflictions
of the skin). Newborn babies
were washed with saltwater.

3. Salt was connected with
reservation. In the years
efore refrigeration, salt was

one of the most common ways

of preserving meat and fish.

4. Salt was connected with
flavor. Salt adds spice to life; it
brings out the flavor in food.

5. Salt was an image for
wisdom. Gregory the Great
said, “Now by salt is denoted
the word of wisdom. Let him
therefore who strives to speak
wisely, fear greatly” (Pastoral
Rule 4.12).

6. Salt was connected
with worship and covenant.
Scripture says, Season all your

ain offerings with salt. Do not
leave the salt of the covenant
of your God out of your grain
Qﬁze{rz'ng& add salt to all your
offerings (Lev 2:13). So, the use
of salt was ordered first for the
meal offerings, and afterwards
for “all” offerings, including the
“burnt offering.”

7. Scripture speaks else-
where of a “covenant of
salt.” For example, Don't you
know that the LORD, the God
of Israel, has given the king-
Ship of Israel to David and his
descendants forever by a cov-
enant of salt? (2 Chron 13:5)
The covenant of salt refers to
the imperishable and irrevocable
quality of the engagement made
between the two parties to the
covenant.

8. The use of salt to signify
and ratify what was sacred
was widespread. There is a
Latin saying attributed to Pliny
the Elder (and Virgil, too), Nulla
sacra conficiuntur sine mola
salsa (Sacred things are not
made without salted meal).

To apply the image of salt
to the Christian life, we should
see that the Christian is charged
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with purifying, sanctifying, and
preserving this wounded and
decaying world by being salt

to it. The Christian is called to
bring flavor to life in a world
that is so often filled with
despair and meaninglessness.

With that background, let's
turn to an analysis of Jesus’
words from the Gospel of Mark.

1. Everyone will be salted
with fire. Two images of salt
and fire come together here, but
the result is the same: purifi-
cation. We have already seen
how salt purifies. Fire does the
same thing through the refining

rocess. Precious metals come

om the ground admixed with
iron and many other metals.
Subjecting them to fire purifies
the gold or silver, seﬁarating it
from the iron and other metals.

Both salt and fire purify by
burning, each in its own way.
Hence the Lord marvelously
brings those two images togeth-
er, telling us that we will all be
“salted with fire.”

Indeed, it must be so. We
must all be purified. Scripture
says of Heaven, nothing impure
will ever enter it ?Rev 21:27).
St. Paul f§pe511<s of purgatorial
fire as effecting whatever purifi-
cation has not taken place here

on earth:
If anyone builds on this
JSoundation [of Christ] using
old, silver, costly stones, wood,
ay, or straw, their work will

be shown for what it is, because

the Day will bring it to light. It
will be revealed with fire, and
the fire will test the qualz'gz of

each person’s work. If what has

been built survives, the builder

will receive a reward. If it is
burned up, the builder will syf-
er loss but yet will be saved —
et as one escaping through the
Sfames (1 Cor 3:15-15).

Yes, we must all be salted
with fire. We must be purified,
both here, and if necessary (as
it likely will be), in Purgatory.

2. Salt is good, but if salt
becomes insipid, with what
will you restore its flavor?

In other words, we must let
the salt of God’s grace have its
effect or else we, who are to

be salt for others, become flat,
tasteless, and good for nothing
but to be thrown out and tram-
pled underfoot (cf Matt 5:13).

If the salt will not be salt,
there is no substitute for it.
Jesus asks rhetorically, if salt
becomes insipid, with what will

you restore its flavor? There is
no substitute for Christians. If
we will not be light, then the
world will be in darkness. If we
will not be salt, then the world
will not be purified, preserved,
or have anything good or tasty
about it at all. The decay of
Western culture has happened
on our watch, when we collec-
tively decided to stop being salt
and light.

3. Keep salt in yourselves

and you will have peace with
one another. In other words,
allow the salt, the purification,
to have its effect. Only if we do
this will we have peace with one
another.

Our divisions and lack of
peace are caused by our sins.
Thus, to accept the purification
of being salted with fire is our
only true hope for peace. When
the Lord burns away my envy,
I no longer resent your gifts;

I rejoice in them and come to
appreciate that I need you to
complete me. In this way there
is peace. When the Lordy burns
away my jealousy and greed
and helps me to be grateful for
what I have, I no longer desire
to take what is rightly yours nor
do I resent you for having it. In
this way there is peace. When
the Lord burns away my bit-
ter memories of past hurts and
gives me the grace to forgive,
an enormous amount of poison
goes out of my soul and I am
equipped to love and to be kind,
generous, and patient. In this
way there is peace.

Yes, allowing ourselves to
be salted with fire is a source
of peace for us. And while we
may resist the pain of fire and
salt, just as with any stinging
medicine, we must learn that
although it is Eainful it is good
for us. Yes, it brings peace; it
ushers in shalom.

Everyone will be (must be)
salted with fire!

Msgr. Charles Pope is the Pastor of
Holy Comforter - St. Cyprian
Catholic Church, Washington, D.C.

We Must Love Each Other as Jesus Love Everyone

THE
SUNDAY
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

Sixth Sunday of Easter
John 14:15-21

he Acts of the Apostles

once again this Easter

season furnishes the first
reading. In the readings of the
weekends earlier in this season,
the identity of the Apostles
clearly has been established.

In a critically important rev-
elation, the Apostles exercised
the very power of Jesus in
naming a new member of their
grou , Matthias, to succeed the

ead Judas. With power held
by Jesus, Peter healed the sick.
On behalf of the Apostles,
Peter spoke as Jesus had spo-
ken.

Clearly the Apostles dis-
charged the divine power

that had belonged to Jesus,
and they continued the mis-
sion of Jesus the Redeemer.
They had been the Lord’s
specially selected students and
companions, but in Acts they
possessed a unique role them-
selves.

Throu(%h them, the Lord
continued the mission of salva-
tion. They bore within them-
selves the Holy Spirit, and they
gave the Holy Sprrit to others.

While Acts already has
established that Peter was the
head of the Apostles, the char-
acter of Apostle belonged not
just to him. It was also with the
others.

Thus, in this reading, the
central figures are Philip and
John. They performed mira-
cles, as Jesus had performed
miracles, having been sent by
the Apostles to%amaria. Their
destination reveals much. They
looked to the salvation of all
people, even of Samaritans,
whom Jews so despised. No
one was beyond the scope
of salvation in Jesus. No one
was inherently bad, beyond
redemption.

The second reading is from

the First Epistle of Peter. It is a
strong, joyful, and enthusiastic
proclamation of Jesus as Lord,
calling believers to hear the
Lord and to follow the Lord.
The Lord should be in their
hearts and minds.

St. John’s Gospel is the
source of the last reading.
Not a Resurrection Narrative,
it nonetheless serves the
Church’s purpose as it teaches
us this weekend. After cel-
ebrating the Resurrection for
these weeks since Easter, the
Church gently summons us to
look at our lives in these times,
occurring with circumstances
particular to us and to our time.

This reading is our blueprint
for life. Our task as disciples
is to love others as Jesus loved
all. It is clear. In God’s love,
given to us in the Lord, is our
salvation. Indeed, the very act
of giving us a blueprint for liv-
ing is a vitally important gift
given in love to us by God.

Reflection

The next maIi or liturgical
event for us will be the cel-
ebration of the Feast of the

Ascension of Jesus. Soon after
this feast, we will celebrate
the Feast of Pentecost. Within
sight now is the close of the
Easter season.

For these weeks, the Church
enthusiastically has proclaimed
the Resurrection of Jesus,

loriously occurring after
the dreadful events of Good
Friday. It has shared with us its
joy, echoing the joy of the first
Christians. It has told us again
and again of the Risen Lord’s
appearances and admonitions.

e rnessa%e is Ve%

stronﬁly catechetical. Contact
with Jesus was not lost with
the Ascension, when Jesus
returned to the Father. Contact
with the Lord remains clearly
i the visible, mnstitutional
Church. The Church offers us
the service of the modern suc-
cessors of Peter and the other
Apostles.

Through them we still
hear the words of Christ. In
the Sacraments they give us,
we still access the power of
Christ’s eternal life. We com-
mune with Jesus.

Finally, in the reading from
John’s Gospel, the Church tells

us how to live. We must love
others.

Gently, gradually, but
intently, the Church has
entered, and pursued, the pro-
cess of leading us to ask what
the Resurrection deeﬁly and
really means for each of us
individually.

Remaining for us is the
obvious question. Are we will-
ing to accept the Risen Lord?

READINGS

Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17, Ps 66:1-3,
4-5,6-7,16,20,1 Pt 3:15-18,Jn 14:15-21
Monday: Acts 16: 11-15, Ps 149:1b-
2,3-4,5-6a,9b,Jn 15:26 - 16: 4
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34, Ps 138:1-
2ab, 2cde-3, 7¢-8, Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15,22 - 18:1,
Ps 148:1-2,11-12,13,14,Jn 16: 12-15
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8, Ps 98:1, 2-3ab,
3cd-4,Jn 16:16-20

Friday: Acts 18:9-18, Ps 47:2-3, 4-5,
6-7,Jn 16:20-23

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28, Ps 47:2-3,
8-9,10,Jn 16:23b-28
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Our Sunday Visitor headquarters in Huntington, Indiana, is pictured here
on May 5. OSV has launched an investigation after “suspicious activity” was

found on its network on March 8.

0SV Launches ‘Comprehensive
Investigation’ After ‘Suspicious
Activity’ Found on Network

HUNTINGTON, Indiana (OSV
News) — Our Sunday Visitor,
one of the largest Catholic
resource providers in the
world, announced on May 5 an
incident regarding data secu-
rity within the company that,
according to a statement, “may
affect the privacy of some per-
sonal information maintained
by OSV.”

“On March 8, 2023, OSV
discovered suspicious activ-
ity on its network,” company
officials said in a statement.
“OSV immediately took steps to
secure its systems and initiated
an investigation into the nature

and scope of the event with
the assistance of third-party
forensic specialists. The inves-
tigation determined that cer-
tain files were acquired by an
unknown actor while on OSV’s
network. In response, OSV
undertook a thorough review
of the data determined to be at
risk to assess the type of infor-
mation at issue and to whom
that information relates.”

The review, the statement
said, is ongoing, but it is
believed the “files contain sen-
sitive information for certain
individuals.”

OSV currently is in the pro-

Middle School
English Language Arts Teacher

St. Mary School provides an authentic Catholic
education that allows students to be lifelong
learners with an understanding of the call to service.

St. Mary of the Assumption School in Avilla is in search of a
licensed and qualified middle school English Language Arts
teacher. The ideal candidate would be a person who is faith-
filled, dedicated to quality pedagogy, and committed to holistic
education of children. The school has a reputation for academic
rigor and high expectations. Quality candidates should be
open to sharing their faith with children and collaborating with
their colleagues. Familiarity with educational technology and a
willingness to grow professionally and spiritually are ideal.

For more information about the position,
contact Damian Schmitt at 260-897-3481.
Interested candidates can apply at diocesefwsb.org/careers
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cess of finalizing the review
and mailing letters to poten-
tially impacted individuals.

The sensitive information
varies for each affected individ-
ual, OSV officials said, but “the
specific data elements vary by
each individual and impacted
individuals will be receiving
letters that provide details
regarding their personal data.”

OSV officials said they have
seen no evidence of misuse of
any information related to this
incident.

In an email to all employees
on May 3, Kyle Hamilton, Chief
Executive Officer, said that the
“security and peace of mind (of
employees) are very important
to us, and we are working to
mitigate any possible dangers

from this data breach.”

OSV was founded in 1912
by Father John Francis Noll
as a way to spread knowl-
edge about the Catholic faith
through periodicals, books, and
parish resources. Today, OSV is
the largest provider in church
envelopes and one of the larg-
est Catholic publishers in the
world.
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**We Are Hiring**
*NEW competitive wages & employee

perks!!

CNA starting at $19/hr
QMA starting at $20/hr
LPN starting at $30/hr
RN starting at $34/hr
Come and be a part of our winning team!

Contact Teresa Miller at 260-399-3082
or apply from our website at www.sacfw.org

Fellow Readers of Today’s Catholic,

St.Vincent de Paul, Fort Wayne seeks your help in
referring outstanding candidates who are authentic
disciples of Christ. Interested applicants can learn
more and apply from the bottom of our school
home page, school.saintv.org, by clicking the employment
opportunities button, with full job descriptions linked there as well.

Full-Time Openings for 2023-2024
- 1st Grade Lead Teacher
- 5th Grade Lead Teacher (specializing in Social Studies/Science)
- Jr. High Lead Teacher for Spanish (both grades 7-8)
- 8th Grade Teacher for English Language Arts (ELA)
- Cafeteria Clerk / Accounts

Part-Time Openings for 2023-2024
- Teaching Assistants, working up to 29 hours/week

- After School Care: working approximately 2:30-5:45 p.m. daily

- Recess Monitors, working approximately 10:20 a.m to12:20 p.m. daily

www.school.saintv.org

Saint Vincent

de Paul

11122 1)) CATHOLIC
~—~ SCHOOL

If interested, contact the office at
school@saintv.org or 260-489-3537, ext. 213.
1720 E. Wallen , Fort Wayne, IN 46825
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WHAT'S HAPPENING?

WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. View
more Catholic events and submit new ones at www.todayscatholic.org/event. For additional
listings of that event, please call the advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.

From Broadway to God

FORT WAYNE — St. Charles
Borromeo Church, 4910 Trier
R.d. will host Father John
Sheehan on Sunday, May 21,
from 7-9 p.m., who will enter-
tain attendees with a mix of
religious and contemporary
music and fascinating stories
of his life and travels. Father
Sheehan joined the Actors
Equity, the professional theatre
union, more than 50 years
ago. He has sung more than
1,000 solo performances in 13
countries and in 15 different
la]rllﬁuages. A free-will offering
will be accepted with all pro-
ceeds going directly to the St.
Charles Borromeo Conference
of St. Vincent de Paul Society
to help those in need in our
area. Contact Dennis Redding
at 260-615-1692 or djr0155@
yahoo.com for information.

‘Hope for the Journey’ Mass and Social

SOUTH BEND — Mother’s Day
weekend can be very difficult
for those who struggle with
infertility. If this is your experi-
ence, you are invited to attend a
special vigil Mass on Saturday,
May 13, at 4 p.m. at St.
Theérese, Little Flower Church,
54191 N Ironwood Rd., fol-
lowed by a social in the parish
center. Father Julius Okojie will
be the celebrant. The event is
sponsored by the diocesan min-

istry Hope for the Journey, an
outreach of Marriage & Family
Ministry. For information, con-
tact Lisa Everett at 574-234-
0687 or leverett@diocesefwsb.
org. Cost: free of charge.

0 Beautiful Mother

FORT WAYNE — Join the Ecce
Young Adult Choir and Father
Daniel Whelan from 1-2:15
p.m. on Saturday, May 13, at
the Catholic Cemetery outdoor
Marian grotto, 3500 Lake Ave.,
for rosary, prayers, and Marian
hymns to honor our Blessed
Mother and to pray for ALL
mothers, living and deceased.
Bring blankets and chairs for
sitting on the lawn. Contact
Jessica Schuster at jessica.
schuster.155@gmail.com for
information.

Cross-Diocesan Eucharistic Pilgrimage

MISHAWAKA — From June
4-11, pilgrims from across the
diocese will give public wit-
ness to the faith in the Real
Presence of Jesus in the Most
Blessed Sacrament in a spe-
cial Eucharistic procession
from Fort Wayne all the way
to South Bend. This eight-

day event is a kickoff for the
national Eucharistic procession
occurring during the summer of
2024 all across the U.S., con-
cluding in Indianapolis for the
National Eucharistic Congress

New students are now being accepted in grades
Pre-K 3 and 4,
Kindergarten, and grades 1, 3, 4, 5, and 8.

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic School is now hiring.

Full Time Spanish Teacher for grades 3-8
Full Time Kindergarten Teacher

Questions can be sent to Principal Lois Widner
Iwidner@seascsfw.org « 260-432-4001
Apply at diocesefwsb.org/careers
Preferred qualifications include excellent communication skills.
An outstanding candidate will have a deep desire
to work as a Catholic school educator.

in July of 2024. Our diocese is
honored to help pave the way
for this seminal event for our
country. Visit diocesefwsb.org/
eucharist-events/#pilgrimage
for information.

Evangelization Training

FORT WAYNE — As part of the
Eucharistic Revival, a one-day
evangelization training offered
by the St. Paul Evangelization
Institute on Saturday, May 13,
at St. Pius X Parish, 52553 Fir
Rd. in Granger. The program
includes a light breakfast and
lunch. Cost: $20 per person/
couple, waivable for financial
need. Contact info.revival@dio-
cesefwsb.org for information.

REST IN PEACE

Auburn

Glen Newcomer,
90, Immaculate
Conception

Fort Wayne
Vaughn Crabtree, 74,
St. Charles Borromeo

James Kelker, 81, St.
Charles Borromeo

Henry Peter Najdeski,
52, St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton

George Goodman, 91,
St. Jude

David Lawrence, 83,
St. Jude

Dorothy Westendorf,
91, St. Jude

Charles Winans, 92,
St. Jude

Patricia Leksich, 72,
St. Vincent de Paul

Jay Leonard, 61,
St. Vincent de Paul

New Haven
Herman J. Schnelker,
81, St. Louis Besancon

South Bend
Joseph A. Yorey, 90,
Christ the King

Bernardino Vela
Herrera, 55, St.
Adalbert

Wabash
Howard W. Fleck, 92,
St. Bernard

Send obituaries to obituaries@diocesefwshb.org.

SUBMIT EVENTS at

TodaysCatholic.org/event

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Wy
FLORAL \

Fresh Cut Flowers | Custom Silk Arrangements | Plants | Gour

met Fruit paskets \

aloors

574.232.3354
800.994.2687

www.wygants.com

At D.O. McComb & Sons, we offer personalized

funeral and memorial services arranged by our

should be as unique as the life it represents.

Serving Fort Wayne families since 1925.

260-426-9494 McCombCares.com

A trusted local team that
treats you like an individual

compassionate staff. We believe every final tribute
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Medals, Scapulars Are Often Part of Jockeys’ Uniforms;
Amid Risks of Horse Racing, Riders Value Prayer, Devotion

BY MARY RAMPELLINI

HOT SPRINGS, Arkansas (OSV
News) — Jockey David Cabrera
has had a special devotion to
Our Lady of Guadalupe since
he was a child.

It's something he’s contin-
ued to carry with him — liter-

y.
Cabrera, who races at
Oaklawn Park in Hot Springs,
is one of many jockeys who
wear Catholic sacramentals
when competing in races. He
has a scapular with an image
of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
“It's from Mexico,” said
Cabrera, 30. “I wear it all the
time. I never take it off.”
Other jockeys have a
Miraculous Medal attached to
the back of the helmets they
wear each time they get on a
racehorse. It's an old-school
tradition — one in place long

before 25-year-old jockey
Cristian Torres burst onto the
scene at Oaklawn Park.

“I've seen it,” said Torres,
who is the meet’s current lead-
ing jockey.

There are other traditions,
too, noted jockey Jon Court, a
62-year-old veteran who rides
at both Oaklawn Park and
tracks in Kentucky.

“Through the years, I've
seen some riders adamant they
wear a certain saint medal or
crucifix,” Court told Arkansas
Catholic, Little Rock’s diocesan
newspaper. “I've seen them
down on their knees, kissing a
medal.”

The profession of riding
racehorses is fulfilling but also
dangerous. The rules of the
sport require an ambulance to
follow jockeys around the track
every time a race is conducted.

It's a way of life that leads
many to call on their faith for

SPONSOR A CHILD

TRANSFORM

A LIFE
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e

Empower a community
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Empowering rural communities
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0SV News photo/courtesy Coady Photography
Jockey David Cabrera wins the
Poinsettia Stakes aboard Pretty
Birdie on Dec. 17, 2022, at Oaklawn
Park in Hot Springs, Arkansas.

protection.

Before each program of
races at Oaklawn Park, track
chaplains Rich and Robi
Heffington visit the jockeys’
quarters — where there are
separate “locker rooms” for
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www.vffusa.org

WITH A LITTLE EFFORT FROM YOU,

YOU ARE GIVING CHILDREN THE OPPORTUNITY
TO REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL

Your $29 month will provide for a child:

Healthcare
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e

Education

Community
Development
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i’i‘i\i‘ Family Support

YOUR JOURNEY
TO TRANSFORM
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w

experience

and photos
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child — an incredible

Exchange letters

VFF USA is a 501(c)(3) organization

Your donation is tax-deductible to
the full extent allowed by law
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men and women.

“We have the chaplain in
the jocks’ room, and he prays
for everyone for safety, for
everyone who works with the
horses,” said jockey Francisco
Arrieta, a 34-year-old native
of Venezuela. “Every time I get
on a horse in the post parade,
I say, ‘God, please take care
of my horse and take care of
me, in Jesus’ name.’ I've been
doing that a long time. I put
my trust in God.”

Torres, who was born in
Puerto Rico and later moved
to Florida, said he does not
wear any religious items on
the racetrack, but he keeps a
Bible in the jockeys’ quarters at
Oaklawn Park.

“When I go into the (start-
ing) %?te, [ always say to
myself, T'm in your hands in
this race, God,” and I feel I'm
covered,” Torres said. “Every
morning, my mom will text me
a prayer, and she lets me know

she’s always prayini for me. I
go peacefully to work.”

Cabrera, who won last sea-
son’s riding title at Oaklawn
Park, is a native of Mexico who
grew up Catholic.

“I pray a lot before the races
and sometimes after the races,
just to thank God for his bless-
ings,” Cabrera said.

Cabrera said when he was
an 8-year-old, he asked Our
Lady of Guadalupe to intercede
for him because he needed a
miracle to help him through a
difficult time at school.

“I prayed with all my heart,”
he said. “That miracle that
I needed, it came true. So, 1
always think, no matter what
it is, if I ask with a lot of faith
and with all my heart, eventu-
ally things come around, and
things smooth out.”

Mary Rampellini writes, for
Arkansas Catholic, newspaper
of the Diocese of Little Rock.

Make a legacy gift to the

Saint Mother Theodore Guerin

FOUNDATION

You make an
irrevocable gift of
$10,000 or more.

You receive payments for life
based on your age; a portion of
those payments are even tax free.

You receive a charitable deduction;
you are building the future
of the sisters through a gift
to the Sisters of Providence.

ONE LIFE
AGE 60 65 70 75 80 85 90+
RATE [3.9% [42% [47% |54% [6.5% [7.6% [8.6%

Rates Subject to change based on the ACCGA.

In exchange for a gift of cash or appreciated stock, you will receive
immediate tax savings and a guaranteed, partially tax-free income
stream for life. Best of all, while you're doing something good for
yourself, you'll be doing something wonderful for our sisters.

Your gift today will have an impact on the Sisters of Providence for
years to come! Please call us for two-life or deferred gift annuity rates.

To request a free proposal, contact Connie Gualano,
manager of planned giving, at 812-535-2811
PlannedGiving.SistersofProvidence.org
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