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Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades ordained 18 men as permanent deacons to serve the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend on Saturday, Jan. 7, at St. Pius X Church in 
Granger.
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A glorious day!  More than 
1,300 people witnessed 
the ordination of 18 

new deacons to the diocese on 
Saturday, Jan. 7, at St. Pius X 
Church in Granger. There were 
also 20 previously-ordained 
deacons, 40 priests, 70 watch-
ing on closed-circuit television 
off the vestibule, and nearly 100 
from the parish’s music minis-
try from their choirs, orchestra, 
bell choir, and organ performers 
in attendance.

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
presided and emphasized in his 
homily that the deacons were 
to “take the form of a servant 
… through the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders (who then) will 
be inserted into the mystery of 
Christ who made Himself the 
‘deacon’ or ‘servant of all.’ The 
diaconate will commit them to 

follow Jesus and His attitude 
of humble service, sharing and 
embracing their whole way of 
thinking and acting in fulfilling 
their various diaconal tasks.” 

Bishop Rhoades honored 
the men for their four years of 
deacon preparation, study, and 
testing, along with their very 
supportive wives. The Rite of 
Ordination showed the shared 
determination of the soon-to-be 
deacon husbands as their wives 
sat behind them and partici-
pated in the Scripture readings 
and the offertory.

In speaking to the candi-
dates, Bishop Rhoades said, 
“There is no holiness without 
humility.” He referred to the 
late Pope Benedict XVI who was 
“always a gentle and humble 
shepherd.” These deacons as 
“our brothers will participate in 

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades Ordains 18 
New Deacons to the Diocese 
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Historic St. Peter Catholic Church Still Vibrant 
After 150 Years

The towering slate-colored 
steeple of St. Peter Parish 
seems to rise majestically 

from the inner-city neighbor-
hood where it’s located — a 
neighborhood that has known 
its share of struggle. Crossing 
the threshold into the church’s 
expansive worship space how-
ever, the breathtaking beauty 
of its architecture and appoint-
ments instantly allays the con-
cerns of the outside world and 
puts worshippers on alert that 
this is the home of not just the 
holiest person in the city, but 
the world; the One in whom 
they can rest, the Reason for 
Our Hope, the King of Peace. 

The spiritual oasis that is St. 
Peter Parish celebrated its ses-
quicentennial on Sunday, Jan. 
8, with rich and joyous tones. 
Welcoming Bishop Kevin C, 
Rhoades for an anniversary 
Mass, two of its living former 
pastors, two ordained alumni 
of the former St. Peter School, 
parishioners, and neighbors 
gathered as one and raised 
their voices in songs of praise 
and gratitude for their parish’s 
steadfast legacy of faith. 

St. Peter was founded as 
a German and French par-
ish. Catholic immigrants from 
those countries had settled 
immediately southeast of the 
downtown area following the 
Civil War, and in 1871, a group 
of them, led by Peter Mettler, 
approached the second bishop 
of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend, Bishop Joseph 
Dwenger, and asked him to 
establish a parish in its midst. 
After receiving his blessing, the 
church was built and dedicated 
to the saint Mettler was named 
for: St. Peter, the Prince of the 
Apostles and the first pope. 

The parish’s first pastor rep-
resented both the history of the 
faith community and its future. 
Father John Wemhoff was 
himself a German immigrant 
who had moved to America 
and been ordained by the first 
Bishop of the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend, Bishop 
John Henry Luers. Father 
Wemhoff oversaw the con-
struction of the first St. Peter 
Church building and a school. 

Under the direction of the 
parish’s second pastor, Father 
Anthony Wessman, a new 
and larger church was built by 
parishioner John Suelzer, Sr., 
whose company also became 
known for constructing the 
original St. Mary, Mother of 
God Church downtown. Gothic 
in style, St. Peter Church 
attracted attention for its 
imposing steeple and its beauty 
of design and attention to 
detail. It soon came to be called 
“the splendor of the south side 
of Fort Wayne.” 

The lineage of pastors who 
were German immigrants con-
tinued until 1936, at which 
time its leadership came to 
include two American-born 
priests — Father Thiele and 
Father Bapst — who served 
for more than 30 years each. 
In recent years, since 1970, its 
shepherds have been Father 
Lawrence Kramer; Father 
Eugene Koers; Father Richard 
Hire; Father Jacob Gall; Father 
John Delaney; Father Phillip 
Widmann; Father Tyrell Alles, 
OSB; and current pastor Father 
Patrick Hake. 

In 1991, the parish and 
school were placed on the 
National Registry of Historic 
Places. The entire church, rec-
tory, and the building of the 
now-former school were deep-
cleaned and redecorated for 
the occasion, which coincided 
with the parish’s 100th anni-
versary and a simultaneous 
revitalization of the surround-
ing neighborhood on which the 
parish collaborated. In 2005, 
the campus expanded to include 
a pavilion that still hosts parish 
gatherings. 

In his homily, Bishop 
Rhoades acknowledged the 
parish’s illustrious history and 
expressed hope that it would 
continue to embrace its role in 
the near south-side neighbor-
hood. 

“St. Peter’s Parish would 
not be here today nor have 
flourished these past 150 years 
without the faith, devotion, sac-

BY JODI MARLIN

St. Peter Church Tours led by Fort Wayne 
Museum of Art
FORT WAYNE — The 150th anniversary celebration 
of St. Peter Parish continues on Saturday, Feb. 18, 
with tours of the historic sanctuary led by docents and 
researchers from the Fort Wayne Museum of Art. 
Tours will be conducted throughout the day and 
are free of charge but restricted to those age 21 and 
older. Hors d’oerves and alcoholic beverages will be 
available between tours in the pavilion. For times of 
the tours, watch the parish bulletin online at www.
saintpetersfortwayne.org or contact the parish office at 
260-744-2765.
 

Photos by Jodi Marlin
While times and faces and landscapes change, the heritage of early pioneer parishioners remains St. Peter Parish. The 
capability of the parish to revitalize itself stands as an inspiration to others and testifies to the age-old Catholic belief 
that nothing can be too good and beautiful for God’s House.
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Public schedule of 
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 

Tuesday, Jan. 17: 9:30 a.m. – Mass and Pastoral Visit, 
Bishop Luers High School, Fort Wayne

Thursday, Jan. 19: 8 p.m. – Diocesan Holy Hour, National 
Prayer Vigil for Life, Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Fort Wayne 

Saturday, Jan. 21: 11 a.m. – Funeral Mass for Deacon Jim 
Fitzpatrick, St. Vincent de Paul Church, Fort Wayne

Sunday, Jan. 22: 10:30 a.m. – Mass, St. Paul of the Cross 
Church, Columbia City

The Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades, Bishop of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend, has made the following assignments of 
permanent deacons for 2023: 

Deacon Daniel T. Avila to diaconal ministry at St. Joseph 
Parish, Roanoke, and St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish, 
Columbia City 

Deacon Steven C. Burkins to diaconal ministry at St. Dominic 
Parish, Bremen. 

Deacon John D. Burzynski to diaconal ministry at St. Matthew 
Cathedral Parish, South Bend. 

Deacon Joseph D. Cochran to diaconal ministry at St. Paul of 
the Cross Parish, Columbia City. 

Deacon Roger A. Dinius to diaconal ministry at SS. Peter and 
Paul and St. Mary Parishes, Huntington. 

Deacon Edward G. Fox to diaconal ministry at St. John the 
Baptist Parish, Fort Wayne. 

Deacon Philip M. Hayes to diaconal ministry at St. Pius X 
Parish, Granger and Elkhart General Hospital. 

Deacon Raymond J. Krouse to diaconal ministry at St. Gaspar 
del Bufalo Parish, Rome City.

Deacon Thomas A. Labuzienski to diaconal ministry at St. Joseph 
Parish, South Bend. 

Deacon Robert J. Lortie to diaconal ministry at St. Charles 
Borromeo Parish, Fort Wayne. 

Deacon Orlando Miranda-Figueroa to diaconal ministry at St. 
Joseph Parish, Fort Wayne. 

Deacon Andrew G. Oross to diaconal ministry at Christ the King 
Parish, South Bend. 

Deacon Maximo J. Ortega to diaconal ministry at St. Therese 
Parish, Fort Wayne and Diocesan Tribunal. 

Deacon Michael J. Plenzler to diaconal ministry at St. Anthony 
de Padua Parish, South Bend. 

Deacon Stephen K. Reed to diaconal ministry at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, Fort Wayne. 

Deacon Robin M. Slocum to diaconal ministry at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, Fort Wayne. 

Deacon James M. Summers Jr. to diaconal ministry at St. Pius X 
Parish, Granger. 

Deacon Harry W. Verhiley to diaconal ministry at St. Pius X, 
Granger.

Deacon 
Assignments
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Jodi Marlin
The parish is an integral part of the Fort 
Wayne south side community. An active 
St. Vincent de Paul Society chapter, which 
operates out of this home on the parish 
grounds, plays a critical role in times of need 
and has assisted thousands of individuals and 
families with food and financial assistance. It 
is also a Community 
Harvest Food Bank 
distribution site.
 

Today’s Catholic File Photo

Today’s Catholic File Photo

rifices, and active involvement 
of the laity,” he told those pres-
ent. “You and your ancestors in 
the faith here at St. Peter’s have 
prayed here, worshipped here, 
and participated in so many 
different ways to make this a 
vibrant community of faith, 
hope, and charity.” 

In a similar way to how 
parishioners of St. Peter have 
come for decades to worship 
the child Jesus, depicted in 
the arms of His mother in an 
imposing sanctuary alcove, the 
Magi also found the child in 
the arms of His mother, Mary 
and adored Him, the bishop 
said. The Gospel says they 
were overjoyed when they 
encountered Him, and offered 
Him their precious gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

“They adored the Lord, the 
King of heaven and earth, 
the Son of God who humbled 
Himself in assuming our 
human nature, who did so out 
of love for us,” he said. “As we 
profess in the Creed, “for us 
men and for our salvation, He 
came down from heaven.”  

The Lord still humbles 
Himself and descends from 
heaven, becoming present on 
the altar under the form of 
bread and wine, he contin-
ued. We offer Him the gifts of 
praise, of our suffering, our 
work, and our lives, he said, 
which in the Eucharistic sacri-
fice are united with the offering 
of Christ. 

“As you know, we are 
in the midst of a three-year 
Eucharistic Revival in our 

country. Let us pray for a 
renewed commitment to 
Sunday Mass and adoration of 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
among the people of our 
diocese and throughout our 
nation. Let us imitate the Magi! 
May we embrace more fully 
their faith, their courage, and 
their humility!” 

Remembered in prayer were 
all the laypeople, priests, and 
religious of St. Peter Parish 
who have gone before, as well 
as Pope Benedict XVI, who 
passed into eternal rest on Dec. 
31. Bishop Rhoades prayed 
that parishioners of St. Peter 
would continue to make it a 
beacon of the faith in that area 
of Fort Wayne and that Mary, 
St. Peter, and the Magi would 
intercede for them.

St. Peter Parish, Fort Wayne, 
operated a school continuously 
from 1872 until it closed in 
1972. Initially, the school and 
church shared a building for 
around two decades before the 
parish constructed the current 
Gothic-style church. In the 
early 1900s, the second school 
building was constructed. In 
2003, 30 years after its closure, 
the school building was sold 
and converted into apartments 
for low-income seniors.

More  
photos are  
available at  
www.todayscatholic.org
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At Funeral, Pope Remembers Benedict’s ‘Wisdom, 
Tenderness, Devotion’

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope 
Benedict XVI “spread and testi-
fied to” the Gospel his entire 
life, Pope Francis told tens of 
thousands of people gathered 
on Jan. 5 for his predecessor’s 
funeral Mass. 

“Like the women at the tomb, 
we too have come with the fra-
grance of gratitude and the balm 
of hope, in order to show him 
once more the love that is undy-
ing. We want to do this with the 
same wisdom, tenderness, and 
devotion that he bestowed upon 
us over the years,” Pope Francis 
said in his homily. 

The Mass in St. Peter’s Square 
was the first time in more than 
200 years that a pope celebrated 
the funeral of his predecessor. 
Pope Pius VII had celebrated the 
funeral of Pius VI in 1802 when 
his remains were returned to 

Rome after he died in exile in 
France in 1799. 

Pope Benedict, who had 
retired in 2013, had requested 
his funeral be simple; the only 
heads of state invited to lead 
delegations were those of Italy 
and his native Germany. 

However, many dignitar-
ies — including Queen Sofia 
of Spain and King Philippe of 
Belgium — and presidents and 
government ministers repre-
senting more than a dozen 
nations were in attendance, as 
were most of the ambassadors 
to the Holy See. 

Members of the College of 
Cardinals sat on one side of the 
casket, while, on the other side, 
sat special guests, including the 
late pope’s closest collabora-
tors and representatives of the 
Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, 
Anglican, Protestant, and U.S. 
evangelical communities. Jewish 
and Muslim organizations also 

sent delegations. 
Pope Francis presided over 

the Mass and Cardinal Giovanni 
Battista Re, Dean of the College 
of Cardinals, was the main cel-
ebrant at the altar. Some 120 
cardinals, another 400 bishops, 
and 3,700 priests concelebrated. 
The vestments and stoles were 
red in keeping with the color of 
mourning for deceased popes. 

Hong Kong Cardinal Joseph 
Zen Ze-kiun, who turns 91 on 
Jan. 13, was allowed to leave 
China to attend the funeral of 
Pope Benedict, who had made 
him a cardinal in 2006. The 
retired cardinal was arrested 
in May and fined in November 
together with five others on 
charges of failing to properly 
register a now-defunct fund to 
help anti-government protest-
ers. 

More than 1,000 journal-
ists, photographers, and cam-
era operators from around the 
world were accredited to cover 
the funeral in St. Peter’s Square. 

An estimated 50,000 people 
filled the square for the Mass, 
and a number of visitors told 
Catholic News Service that 
banners and flags were being 
confiscated by security upon 
entrance. Of the few flags and 
banners that did make it past 
security was a white cloth with 
“Santo Subito” (“Sainthood 
Now”) written in red and a 
“Thank you, Pope Benedict” 
written in light blue in German. 

Just as Pope Benedict dedi-
cated his pontificate to directing 
the faithful’s focus to the person 
of Christ, Pope Francis dedicated 
his homily to Christ’s loving 
devotion and suffering wit-
ness as the “invitation and the 

program of life that he quietly 
inspires in us,” rather than on 
a summary of his predecessor’s 
life. 

Pope Francis spoke of Jesus’ 
grateful, prayerful, and sus-
tained devotion to God’s will 
and how Jesus’ final words on 
the cross, “Father, into your 
hands I commend my spirit,” 
summed up His entire life, “a 
ceaseless self-entrustment into 
the hands of His Father.” 

“His were hands of forgive-
ness and compassion, heal-
ing and mercy, anointing and 
blessing, which led Him also to 
entrust Himself into the hands 
of His brothers and sisters,” he 
said. 

“Father into your hands 
I commend my spirit,” the 
pope said, is the plan for life 
that Jesus quietly invites and 
inspires people to follow. 

However, he said, the path 
requires sustained and prayerful 
devotion that is “silently shaped 
and refined amid the challenges 
and resistance that every pastor 
must face in trusting obedience 
to the Lord’s command to feed 
His flock.” 

“Like the Master, a shepherd 
bears the burden of interceding 
and the strain of anointing his 
people, especially in situations 
where goodness must struggle 
to prevail and the dignity of our 
brothers and sisters is threat-
ened,” said the pope. 

“The Lord quietly bestows 
the spirit of meekness that is 
ready to understand, accept, 
hope, and risk, notwithstand-
ing any misunderstandings that 
might result. It is the source of 
an unseen and elusive fruitful-
ness, born of His knowing the 

One in whom He has placed His 
trust,” he said. 

“Feeding means loving, and 
loving also means being ready 
to suffer. Loving means giving 
the sheep what is truly good, 
the nourishment of God’s truth, 
of God’s word, the nourishment 
of His presence,” Pope Francis 
said, quoting his predecessor’s 
homily marking the start of his 
pontificate on April 24, 2005. 

“Holding fast to the Lord’s 
last words and to the witness 
of His entire life, we too, as 
an ecclesial community, want 
to follow in His steps and to 
commend our brother into the 
hands of the Father,” he said of 
Pope Benedict. “May those mer-
ciful hands find his lamp alight 
with the oil of the Gospel that 
he spread and testified to for his 
entire life.” 

“God’s faithful people, gath-
ered here, now accompany and 
entrust to Him the life of the 
one who was their pastor,” the 
pope said. “Together, we want 
to say, ‘Father, into your hands 
we commend his spirit.’” 

“Benedict, faithful friend of 
the Bridegroom, may your joy 
be complete as you hear His 
voice, now and forever!” he 
concluded, as the crowd prayed 
in silence. 

Among the people in the 
crowd was Georg Bruckmaier 
who traveled nearly 10 hours 
by car to come to the funeral 
from his home in Bavaria, not 
far away from where the late 
pope was born.

Wearing a Bavarian flag 
around his back, he told CNS, 
“There are a lot of Bavarians 
here today. I’ve seen people I 
know from university. I wanted 

BY CAROL GLATZ
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CNS photo/Paul Haring 
Pope Francis presides over the funeral Mass of Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican on Jan. 5, 2023.
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The zinc casket containing the cypress casket with the body of Pope Benedict XVI is sealed before it is placed in an oak 
casket and buried in the crypt of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican on Jan. 5, 2023. Popes traditionally are buried in 
three caskets.

CNS photos/Vatican Media 
The face of Pope Benedict XVI is covered after his body was placed into a 
cypress casket in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican on Jan. 4, 2023. Placing 
the cloth were Msgr. Diego Giovanni Ravelli, Pope Francis’ Master of Papal 
Liturgical Ceremonies, and Archbishop Georg Gänswein, Private Secretary to 
Pope Benedict.

Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re sprinkles holy water on the casket of Pope 
Benedict XVI during its burial in the crypt of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican 
on Jan. 5, 2023.

to be here for the atmosphere.” 
“People felt very close to 

him, because he is a Bavarian, 
so this is a really big event to 
be here,” Bruckmaier said, add-
ing that being able to pay his 
last respects before the pope’s 
remains in St. Peter’s Basilica, 
“is a different thing than seeing 
it on television. It’s something I 
won’t forget in my whole life.” 

Fiona-Louise Devlin told CNS 
she and her companions were 
wearing scarves from the late 
pope’s visit to Scotland in 2010. 
She said they traveled to Rome 
from Scotland specifically for 
the funeral, booking their flight 
the day the pope passed away. 

“He’s the pope of our gen-
eration. Like, how so many 
people say that John Paul II was 
their pope, he was mine. I’ve 
traveled around the world to go 
to celebrations that he’s been a 
part of, so I wanted to be here 
for this,” she said. 

As the day began, the thick 
morning fog obscuring the 
cupola slowly began to lift as 12 
laymen emerged from the basil-
ica carrying the pope’s casket. 
The crowd applauded as the 
cypress casket was brought into 
the square and placed before 
the altar. 

The pope’s master of 
liturgical ceremonies, Msgr. 
Diego Giovanni Ravelli, and 
Archbishop Georg Gänswein, 
the late pope’s longtime person-
al secretary, together placed an 
opened Book of the Gospels on 
the casket. The simple casket 
was decorated with his coat of 
arms as archbishop of Munich 
and Freising, Germany, which 
depicts a shell, a Moor, and a 
bear loaded with a pack on his 
back. 

The Bible readings at the 
Mass were in Spanish, English, 
and Italian, and the prayers of 
the faithful at the Mass were 
recited in German, French, 
Arabic, Portuguese, and Italian. 

The prayers included peti-
tions for “Pope Emeritus 
Benedict, who has fallen asleep 
in the Lord: may the eternal 
Shepherd receive him into His 
kingdom of light and peace,” 
followed by a prayer “for our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, and 

for all the pastors of the church: 
may they proclaim fearlessly, in 
word and deed, Christ’s victory 
over evil and death.” 

The other prayers were for 
justice and peace in the world, 
for those suffering from pov-
erty and other forms of need, 
and for those gathered at the 
funeral. 

At the pope’s funeral, 
like any Catholic funeral, 
Communion was followed by 
the “final commendation and 
farewell,” asking that “Pope 
Emeritus Benedict” be deliv-
ered from death and “may sing 
God’s praises in the heavenly 
Jerusalem.” 

Pope Francis prayed that God 
have mercy on his predecessor, 
who was “a fearless preacher of 
your word and a faithful minis-
ter of the divine mysteries.” 

While the funeral was based 
on the model of a papal funeral, 
two key elements normally 
part of a papal funeral follow-
ing the farewell prayer were 
missing: there were no prayers 
offered by representatives of 
the Diocese of Rome and of the 
Eastern Catholic churches, since 
those prayers are specific to the 
death of a reigning pope, who is 
bishop of the Diocese of Rome 
and is in communion with 
the leaders of the Eastern-rite 
churches. 

A bell tolled solemnly and 
the assembly applauded for 
several minutes —with some 
chanting “Benedetto” — as the 
pallbearers carried the casket 
toward St. Peter’s Basilica. 

Pope Francis blessed the cas-
ket and laid his right hand on it 
in prayer, then bowed slightly 
in reverence before it was taken 
inside for a private burial in the 
grotto of St. Peter’s Basilica, in 
the same tomb that held the 
remains of St. Pope John Paul II 
before his beatification. 

The evening before the 
funeral Mass, a small assem-
bly of cardinals, officials of St. 
Peter’s Basilica, and members 
of the late pope’s household 
gathered in St. Peter’s Basilica 
to witness Pope Benedict’s body 
being placed into a cypress cas-
ket and closed. The ceremony 
took place on Jan. 4 after about 

195,000 people had paid their 
respects to the pope through 
three days of public viewing. 

The “rogito,” a document 
rolled up and placed in a tube, 
was placed in the casket with 
the body. In addition to con-
taining his biography, the legal 
document, written in Latin, also 
attested to his death and burial. 
Medals and coins minted during 
his pontificate were also placed 
in the casket. 

Archbishop Gänswein and 
Msgr. Ravelli extended a white 
silk cloth over the deceased 
pope’s face. The pope was 
wearing a miter and the chasu-
ble he wore for Mass at World 
Youth Day in Sydney in 2008; 
between his clasped hands were 
a rosary and small crucifix. 

After the funeral Mass, the 
pope’s casket was taken to the 
chapel in the crypt of St. Peter’s 
Basilica where he was to be 
buried. 

Although the burial was 
private, images supplied by 
Vatican Media showed Cardinal 
Re leading prayers and blessing 
the remains during the burial 
rite attended by a small number 
of senior cardinals, the retired 
pope’s closest aides, and others. 

The cypress casket was 
wrapped with red ribbon, which 
was affixed to the wood with 
red wax seals, then placed 
inside a zinc casket soldered 
shut and put inside a larger 
casket made of oak. The tops of 
both the zinc and oak caskets 
were decorated with a simple 
cross, a bronze plaque with the 
pope’s name and dates of birth, 
papacy, and death, and his 
papal coat of arms. 

His tomb is located between 
the only two women buried in 
the grotto under the basilica: the 
15th-century Queen Charlotte 
of Cyprus and the 17th-century 
Queen Christina of Sweden. 

The burial ceremony ended 
before 1 p.m., but Matteo Bruni, 
Director of the Vatican Press 
Office, said he thought the crypt 
would not be open to the public 
until Jan. 8.

-
Contributing to this story 

was Justin McLellan at the 
Vatican.
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After Benedict’s 
Funeral, Publisher 
Releases Book by Late 
Pope’s Secretary
ROME (CNS) — Soon after 
Pope Benedict XVI was laid to 
rest in the crypt of St. Peter’s 
Basilica, an Italian publisher 
released early copies of a book 
by the late pope’s secretary. 
Archbishop Georg Gänswein’s 
book, “Nothing but the Truth: 
My Life Beside Benedict XVI,” 
is filled with affection and admi-
ration for Pope Benedict as a 
person, as a theologian, and 
as pope. The book includes the 
archbishop’s repeated insistence 
that Pope Benedict resigned 
of his own free will and fully 
aware of what he was doing 
in February of 2013, and even 
addresses, one by one, some of 
what he calls the “absurd” theo-
ries that cast doubt on the valid-
ity of the resignation. While 
Archbishop Gänswein makes 
clear Pope Benedict’s total rec-
ognition of Pope Francis as the 
reigning pope and Pope Francis’ 
real affection and admiration for 
Pope Benedict, he admits that he 
and Pope Francis did not and do 
not enjoy the same relationship. 
“Nothing but the Truth” was 
scheduled for release in Italian 
on Jan. 12 by Piemme, a pub-
lishing imprint that is part of 
the Mondadori company, but the 
text was released to reporters late 
on Jan. 5 after Pope Benedict’s 
funeral. Archbishop Gänswein 
wrote that Pope Benedict always 
was saddened by attempts to 
portray him and Pope Francis as 
opponents, “especially when the 
observation came from within 
the Vatican.” The differences 
between the two, in style and 
in theological approach, were 
“evident to all,” the archbishop 
wrote, but the problem was “not 
so much the existence of two 
popes, one reigning and one 
emeritus, as much as the birth 
and development of two cheer-
ing sections,” each claiming their 
pope was right and the other 
wrong.

New Syriac Catholic 
Archbishop of 
Homs Survived ISIS 
Kidnapping
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The 
new Syriac Catholic archbish-
op of Homs, Syria, had spent 
almost five months as a pris-
oner of Islamic State rebels in 
2015. Members of the synod 
of the Patriarchate of Antioch 
of the Syrians elected Msgr. 
Jacques Mourad archbishop of 
Homs and Pope Francis gave 
his assent to the election, 
Vatican officials announced on 
Jan. 7. Then-Father Mourad 
was abducted by Islamic State 
militants from Qaryatain, Syria, 
where he served as prior of 
the ancient Syriac Catholic Mar 
Elian monastery. The militants 
also kidnapped Boutros Hanna, 

a deacon. In a November 2015 
interview with Catholic News 
Service, he spoke about being 
beaten and threatened by his 
captors, but also about how 
he and Hanna survived with 
prayer. Eight days into their 
captivity, a man dressed head-
to-toe in black entered the room, 
he said, and he thought that 
was the end. To the two pris-
oners’ surprise, their would-be 
executioner did not treat them 
as though they were “infidels” 
(Christians), who are consid-
ered as impure and beneath 
fanatic Muslims: The man in 
black shook their hands, greet-
ed them with “salam alaykoum” 
(peace be with you) and asked 
questions as if he would like to 
get acquainted. When Father 
Mourad asked, “Why are we 
here?” the masked man told the 
priest to consider it as a “khael-
we,” which in Arabic means 
a time of spiritual reflection, a 

spiritual retreat. “I needed this 
concept of a ‘spiritual retreat,’” 
the priest told CNS. “I felt that 
the Lord was speaking through 
this masked Muslim. It gave me 
a push to keep going.”

With House Speaker 
Race Over, Here’s What 
Catholics Can Expect 
from Next Congress
WASHINGTON, D.C. (OSV 
News) — Rep. Kevin McCarthy, 
R-Calif., was elected Speaker 
of the House on Jan. 7 after 
a tumultuous process that 
stretched across the first week 
of the new term. The 118th 
Congress began in Washington, 
D.C., on Jan. 3, and will contin-
ue for the two remaining years 
of President Joe Biden’s cur-
rent term in the White House. 
The new Congress will likely 

be marked by significant par-
tisanship, as Republicans take 
control of the House for the first 
time in Biden’s presidency and 
as the 2024 presidential cam-
paign begins in earnest. During 
its tenure, the next Congress is 
also likely to offer a mixed bag 
of legislative results on issues of 
importance to Catholics. Some 
of those issues, including abor-
tion and immigration, are cor-
nerstones of increasingly parti-
san national debates. Matthew 
Green, Professor of Politics 
at The Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C. 
who studies Congress and 
American elections, told OSV 
News in an interview that 
Republicans and Democrats 
have “less incentive to compro-
mise on abortion,” than pre-
vious decades as both parties 
develop more firm positions on 
the issue. In the past, pro-life 
Democrats, for example, were 

more plentiful in Congress.

Biden Expands Use 
of Title 42 While 
Broadening Legal Path 
for Some Migrants
WASHINGTON, D.C. (OSV 
News) — Members of President 
Joe Biden’s administration 
announced new immigration 
policies on Jan. 5, expanding the 
use of Title 42 while increasing 
legal paths for some individuals 
to seek asylum while remaining 
in their home countries instead 
of migrating to the southern 
border. Title 42 is a federal pub-
lic health rule permitting immi-
gration officials at the border to 
block migrants seeking asylum 
from entry. Former President 
Donald Trump’s administration 
implemented the rule in 2020 at 
the onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but many saw the move 
as part of his broader attempts 
to reduce migration to the 
U.S. Bishop Mark J. Seitz of El 
Paso, Chairman of the USCCB’s 
Committee on Migration, in 
a statement, praised the new 
legal pathways while criticiz-
ing the policy overall, saying 
“many of the most vulnerable 
will be excluded from relief and 
subjected to dangerous circum-
stances, contravening U.S. and 
international refugee law, as 
well as Catholic social teaching.” 
He urged the administration to 
“reverse its present course in 
favor of humane solutions.”

Catholic Priest Killed in 
Burkina Faso is Latest 
Victim of Terror Attacks
TIONKUY, Burkino Faso (OSV 
News) — Father Jacques Yaro 
Zerbo, 67, a Malian-born 
Catholic Priest, was laid to rest 
on Jan. 5 at the Cemetery of 
Pastoral Agents in Tionkuy, 150 
miles west of Ouagadougou, 
the capital of Burkina Faso. 
The priest was killed on Jan. 
2 by unidentified armed men 
in what his bishop, Bishop 
Prosper Bonaventure Ky, who 
heads the Diocese of Dédougou, 
called “cold-blood murder.” 
Father Zerbo was on his way 
to Tona to accomplish a mis-
sion for his bishop when he 
was intercepted in the village of 
Soro in Gassan township found 
in the northwestern region of 
Boucle du Mouhon — one of 
Burkina Faso’s 13 administra-
tive regions and a flashpoint of 
jihadist extremism. After kill-
ing the priest, the men escaped 
with his car, leaving his lifeless 
body by the roadside. Bishop 
Ky expressed “profound sor-
row” at the killing of the priest 
and hoped he would find peace 
in the Lord. The killing added 
to a long list of persecution 
of Christians and other civil-
ians and underscored the con-
tinued spread of terrorism in 
Burkina Faso and across the 
Sahel region.

News Briefs
Altar Damaged and Relics Stolen at Arkansas Church

OSV News Photo/Arkansas Catholic

The damage to the altar at Subiaco Abbey Church in Subiaco, Arkansas, is pictured 
after the altar was destroyed and two reliquaries stolen at the abbey recently. A man 
was arrested on Jan. 5, 2023, Arkansas Catholic, the newspaper of the Diocese of Little 
Rock, reported.
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Young Men Encounter Vocations at Andrew Dinner 

Young men seeking infor-
mation about seminary 
life were given the oppor-

tunity to spend an evening 
with several diocesan priests 
and seminarians on Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, in Fort Wayne, and on 
Friday, Jan. 6, in Mishawaka. 
They shared a meal and dis-
cussed potential vocations to 
the priesthood. The Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South bend hosted 
the two “Andrew Dinners” at 
St. Charles Borromeo Parish in 
Fort Wayne and at St. Monica 
Parish in Mishawaka. 

At the Fort Wayne dinner, 
seminarian Andrew Barnes told 
the young men about the daily 
life of a seminarian at Mount 
Saint Mary’s in Emmitsburg, 
Maryland. 

Barnes said that seminar-
ians wake up and pray their 
morning prayer at around 6:45 
a.m. before celebrating Mass 
at 7 a.m. He noted that, after 
Mass, the day plays out like a 
typical college day for a student 
with classes and occasional 
breaks to pursue personal 
enrichment. 

“We have two seminarians 
who lift (weights) every single 
day, so that’s very much part 
of their schedule.” 

At the end of the school day, 
Barnes said, everyone meets 
for evening prayer before tran-

sitioning to dinner. “Then, the 
rest of the night is just yours. 
So, it’s structured but it’s pretty 
free to make your schedule 
your own.” 

Barnes said that on the 
weekends, some seminarians 
participate in a “pastoral field 
experience” in which they are 
assigned to a parish or partici-
pate in other pastoral activities 
like visiting nursing homes 
and hospitals, or even teaching 
classes. 

“It’s a really healthy envi-
ronment to be with a bunch of 
guys who are all pursuing the 
same path. I like to describe it 
as a fraternity that is morally 
upstanding.” 

Father Andrew Budzinski, 
Vocations Director for the dio-
cese, fielded several questions 
from the young men gathered 
at the dinner. One participant 
asked about the diocesan bish-
op’s role in acceptance to semi-
nary and the priesthood. Father 
Budzinski explained that the 
bishop sponsors a seminarian 
and that they attend the semi-
nary on the recommendation of 
the bishop. 

He further explained that a 
bishop can revoke, delay, or 
deny this sponsorship in the 
same way that a seminarian can 
discern out of seminary. This, he 
explained, should make a pro-
spective seminarian more confi-

dent about joining seminary 
because the bishop, school lead-
ers, and advisors are keeping 
a close eye on their vocational 
journey and can counsel them 
on whether they think that the 
priesthood is the right fit. 

Another young man asked 
about how he can know for 
sure that a particular vocation 
is the correct choice for him. 
For this, Father Budzinski 
highlighted some ideas from a 
book on discernment. 

The first step, he said, 
was to check if any path is 
absolutely clear — something 
Father Budzinski said is rare 
but does happen. Next, an indi-
vidual should examine their 
heart — what makes them feel 
more fulfilled and what paths 
have brought spiritual desola-
tion. Finally, he said to exam-
ine the options from a logical 
standpoint. A pros and cons list 
might clearly show more pros 
for one option than another. 
The option with a more posi-
tive lean is something worth 
exploring further. 

After completion of semi-
nary comes ordination to the 
priesthood. Father Terrance 
Coonan spoke about the daily 
responsibilities of a priest. He 
mentioned that priests consis-
tently rank high in terms of 
career satisfaction. The priests 
gathered also mentioned that 
diocesan priesthood is a broth-
erhood, with a handful of them 
saying that they had met up to 
play cards earlier that week. 

Father Coonan said that 
sometimes it can be hard, how-
ever, because the work of a 
priest is less visible than other 
careers and vocations, but that  
“seeing the world, seeing real-
ity through the perspective of 
our faith” aids in easing these 
concerns. 

“I love that I can — every 
single day — know that my 
work has eternal consequences. 
I’m doing something that mat-
ters forever.” 

Those interested in more 
information about seminary 
and diocesan priesthood can 
visit discernpriesthood.com.

Photos by Joshua Schipper
Young men eat dinner with diocesan priests and seminarians as they learn more about seminary and the priesthood at an 
“Andrew Dinner” sponsored by the Vocations Office on Tuesday, Jan. 3, at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Fort Wayne.

BY JOSHUA SCHIPPER

Young men listen and ask questions as several steps to good discernment are 
outlined, including making a pros and cons list and examining where your 
heart feels more consolation.
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Horvath Enjoying Early Taste of NFL Success

It didn’t take long for Zander 
Horvath to make his mark in 
the National Football League. 
In the Los Angeles Chargers’ 

season-opener against the Las 
Vegas Raiders, quarterback 
Justin Herbert connected with 
Horvath on a 1-yard scoring 
toss for the team’s first touch-
down of the season. The fol-
lowing week at Kansas City, 
Horvath once again found the 
endzone, converting on a play-
action pass to the flat from one 
yard out. Just like that, Horvath 
had become the first rookie 
running back or fullback to 
record touchdown receptions in 
each of his first two NFL games 
since 1942. 

Not bad for a former col-
lege walk-on who was selected 
260th overall in the NFL Draft. 

“To be honest, no,” said 
Horvath when asked if he 
expected this type of immedi-
ate success at the professional 
level. “Especially coming in as 
a fullback — they don’t get the 
ball much, depending on which 
team you’re playing with. But 
to have that happen the first 
game, being the first touch-
down of the year, and then the 
following game to have another 
one, it kind of really sparked 
something in me and just gave 
me confidence that throughout 
the season, no matter what 
position I’m playing, there’s 
opportunities there, and you’ve 
just got to take advantage of 
them.” 

That’s exactly what the 
former Marian High School 
standout has done thus far in 
his young career. Since becom-

ing the program’s first football 
player to be selected in the NFL 
Draft in April, Horvath has 
found his home in L.A. — not 
only making the team’s final 
roster, but also being tabbed as 
the Chargers’ starting fullback. 
It’s safe to say that Horvath’s 
football journey has already 
been an unforgettable ride. 

“It’s been so fun,” said 
Horvath’s fiancé, Natalie 
Winters. “I feel so proud of 
him. He’s been living his life-
time dream out. I can feel noth-
ing but proud of him.” 

“Growing up, before I 
started playing football in 5th 
grade, I was always want-
ing to be in the NFL,” agreed 
Horvath. “That was always my 
dream, so I think it definitely 
met my expectations. It’s a 
lot more stressful than I want 
it to be, but it’s a job. You’ve 
got to take care of business 
when you’re out on the field. I 
enjoy getting to compete at the 
highest level; there’s not many 
people who get to say that. 
Just continue to stay healthy, 
be productive, and get the job 
done.”

Since his electric start to 
the season, Horvath has seen 
a more limited role on the 
Chargers offense. He’s played 
a handful of offensive snaps 
each game, primarily as a 
blocker for starting running 
back Austin Ekeler. However, 
Horvath has occasionally been 
called upon to carry the ball 
or run a pattern out of the 
backfield from his fullback 
position. Through his first 15 
NFL games, Horvath has four 
rushes for eight yards and five 
catches for another eight yards, 
along with his two touchdown 

receptions. Horvath said play-
ing fullback is where he has 
recognized the most growth in 
his game. 

“I would definitely say the 
fullback position, because 
that’s something I didn’t play 
as much in college,” said 
Horvath. “I played a little bit 
my sophomore year coming in, 
but that being my main job and 
having to focus more on that, I 
think really pushed me to hone 
in on all the details there and 
better my craft in that area, just 
because it was something that 
was new to me. But I think I’ve 
been doing well this year, and 
then on special teams too, I’ve 
been on the Core Four [special 
teams players], so just trying 
to get those opportunities as 
well.” 

Indeed, Horvath has seen a 
majority of his on-field action 
this season on special teams 
as a part of kickoffs, punts, 
and kick return units. He even 
recorded his first NFL tackle 
on special teams versus the 
Jacksonville Jaguars in his third 
game of the season. Horvath 
has logged at least 15 special 
teams snaps in every game 
except the Chargers’ visit to 
Indianapolis on Dec. 26, when 
he suffered a sprained ankle 
that caused him to miss the 
following game against the 
Los Angeles Rams. However, 
the Chargers’ 20-3 win over 
the Colts was enough to propel 
them into the postseason — 
L.A.’s first playoff berth in four 
years. 

“It’s a great thing as a 
rookie to make the playoffs,” 
said Horvath. “I was talking to 
people the other day about it, 
too. It’s been I don’t know how 

BY ERIC PEAT

L.A. Chargers fullback Zander Horvath readies himself for on-field action dur-
ing the Chargers’ 20-3 win over the Indianapolis Colts on Dec. 26.

Photos by Eric Peat
Former Marian High School standout Zander Horvath greets family and friends following the L.A. Chargers’ 20-3 win over the Indianapolis Colts on Dec. 26.
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many years, but a lot of guys 
have been here their whole 
career and haven’t been to the 
playoffs, so to be able to do 
that for them too is another big 
part.” 

For Horvath’s friends and 
family, the Chargers’ recent 
visit to the Hoosier state pro-
vided them with a rare chance 
to see him play in person and 
cheer on their favorite fullback. 

“It’s really exciting to see 
him do so well,” said his sister, 
Marianna Horvath, who admit-
ted that football isn’t usually 
their first topic of conversa-
tion. “In high school, he really 
pushed himself. And then 
when he got to Purdue, he 
continued to push himself. He 
put a lot of effort into it, so it’s 
been super cool seeing how far 
he’s come.” 

“It’s been great,” Horvath 
said of returning to Indiana 
and playing in front of loved 
ones. “All the games we’ve 
been playing are in California, 
so we don’t get much family 
out there, family or friends — 
it’s a long way for them. So, 
coming back home was great 

to have everybody out. Some 
people here I haven’t talked to 
in a couple years, so it’s good 
to know that I have support 
whenever I’m back home from 
people I may not have talked to 
in a long time.” 

Come July 1, these same 
friends and family will be sup-
porting Horvath in a different 
setting, as he and Winters will 
be getting married. Despite 
the challenges of long dis-
tances and busy schedules, the 
couple is preparing for a future 
together and striving to put 
God first. 

“We had to do all of our 
Pre-Cana [marriage prepara-
tion] out in California, so 
that’s been a little difficult,” 
said Winters. “But we’ve been 
blessed with great parents 
who have helped us plan our 
wedding, so we’re nothing but 
thankful for them.” 

“It’s something you can 
rely on no matter what’s going 
on,” Horvath said of his faith. 
“Whether it’s good or bad, you 
know you can fall back on that 
to help you.”

Photos by Eric Peat
Zander Horvath poses with fans following the Dec. 26 football game against 
the Colts in Lucas Oil Stadium. 

Prayer Room at Electric Works 
in Fort Wayne Seeks To Unite 
Christians

During the 20th century, a 
huge swath of Americans 
found economic security 

through manufacturing jobs. 
Not only did employment at 
these factories provide a stable 
income for families, but many 
provided social clubs and more 
on their growing campuses. 
However, by the end of the 
century, this security began to 
fade. Domestic manufacturing 
declined and businesses left the 
cities that they once supported 
economically and socially. 

Many of these old factories 
continued to sit vacant and a 
lot of cities tore them down. 
Fort Wayne, however, breathed 
life into the old General Electric 
factory that sits just south of its 
urban core. This project, known 
as Electric Works, seeks to 
reinvigorate a city and neigh-
borhood left scarred by eco-
nomic shifts of the last several 
decades by inviting businesses 
and citizens alike to bring 
light to this old campus. One 
initiative in particular, known 
as PrayerWorksFW, seeks to 
unite the city through Christian 
unity. 

The prayer room provides 
opportunities for various types 
of prayer and reflection, under-
standing that not everyone 
prays in the same manner. A 
large wooden cross stands in 
the center of the room, sur-
rounded by chairs for those 
who want to reflect on Jesus’ 
sacrifice for humanity. 

A few curtained prayer stalls 
offer space for private reflec-
tion, with multi-lingual quotes 
from the Our Father on the 
wall. Two maps adorn another 
wall, asking those in the room 

to pray for not only the City of 
Fort Wayne, but also the whole 
world. Next to that is a wall on 
which to place prayer inten-
tions. A self-serve coffee bar 
is also available on the ground 
floor of PrayerWorks. 

On the loft level, desks for 
study and reflection on Sacred 
Scripture stand ready for 
intrigued minds. At the back of 
the loft is a private prayer room 
if two people wish to engage in 
audible prayer together. 

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
told Catholics and pastors in 
Fort Wayne that participation in 
the prayer room is acceptable, 
and Father Brian Isenbarger 
read the bishop’s endorsement 
at the 24/7 prayer room’s dedi-
cation on Saturday, Jan. 7. 

“Most Reverend Kevin C. 
Rhoades, Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, is supportive of the 
PrayerWorks initiative in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. Regarding 
parishes in the diocese, it is 
completely within the freedom 
of the pastor of the parish to 
accept any invitations for par-
ticipation in this initiative.” 

Several sisters of Saint 
Francis of Perpetual Adoration 
joined him on stage, as well 
as Father Thomas Shoemaker, 
who led the room full of 
Christians of many denomina-
tions in a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing for PrayerWorks. 

“We pray today for our 
mayor. We pray for all of our 
city officials. We pray for our 
county commissioners and our 
city council. We pray for all 
of our elected officials. Thank 
you, Lord, that you’ve given 
them the courage to run for 
those offices. You’ve given 
them the strength and the 
wisdom to guide us and to be 

leaders. We pray for all the 
work for our city, all the work 
for our community. We pray 
that the leaders might be the 
best of leaders, inspiring them 
working with budgets, all of 
the difficult decisions, guide 
them in all ways that are good, 
all the ways that will lead us to 
be a better and stronger com-
munity. We thank you, Lord, 
for the gift of them. We ask 
that they’ll know our apprecia-
tion. We will never forget all 
those who work to serve us. 
We ask all this in the name of 
our Lord, Jesus. Amen.” 

Different groups can host 
an hour of prayer in this new 
space at Electric Works, and 
the first Catholic hour was led 
by St. Charles Borromeo Parish 
on Sunday, Jan. 8. A handful 
of people stopped by to pray 
during this hour, including sev-
eral people from local Catholic 
parishes. 

Anna Laisure, who helped to 
lead this hour of prayer, led the 
room in a prayer for Christian 
unity. Next, Emma Peat, who 
also helped to host the St. 
Charles Borromeo hour, gave a 
prayer of thanksgiving. 

“Lord Jesus, I thank you 
from the deepest parts of my 
heart for this opportunity, for 
this place, for this new seed in 
our city,” Peat prayed. “I ask 
that you help it to grow. Help 
us to fertilize, to water, to tend 
for this new opportunity in the 
place that we live. Lord, I know 
this is a small place, and we 
are small people in the grand 
scheme of things. Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, is not on the world’s 
map. I know that you can do 
great things with something 
small. And so I humbly ask 
you, Lord, do something great 
with this small place.”

BY JOSHUA SCHIPPER

Joshua Schipper
PrayerWorks, part of the Electric Works project, is a 24/7 prayer room for Christians of all denominations in Fort 
Wayne. Different religious groups can host the room, and St. Charles Borromeo Parish, Fort Wayne, became the first 
Catholic Church to host on Jan. 8.
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St. Hildegard Project Created  
to Teach and Perform Sacred Music

Sacred music is an essential 
component of Christian 
worship. As the Church 

has indicated in her official 
documents, “music is a way 
for God to lead us to the realm 
of higher things.” And as St. 
Augustine said, “singing is for 
the one who loves.” 

Jerome Cole, Director of 
Sacred Music at St. Joseph 
Parish, Mishawaka, has long 
exhibited a passion and talent 
for bringing beautiful music to 
the ears and hearts of Catholics 
seeking to glorify the Lord 
through song. His experience 
throughout the diocese has 
also led him to encounter many 
gifted musicians and directors 
who share the same desires. 

This enthusiasm for liturgy 
and interest in helping the 
larger community led him to 
found the St. Hildegard Project, 
an initiative dedicated to the 
teaching and performance of 
sacred music. Comprised of 
men and women who share 
a fervent devotion for both 
music and evangelization, Cole 
states that the primary goals of 
the project are to “teach with 
integrity and perform with 
excellence for the edification of 
souls and the glory of God.” 

Cole shared that one of 
their primary aims is “to help 
parishes provide sacred music 
training to their people. We 
intend for our project to pro-
vide the apparatus for going to 
parishes, offering presentations 
to their choirs or parishioners, 
assisting the music director — 
or even if they do not have a 
music director — to provide 
inspiration and guidance, all 
with the Eucharist in mind. The 
primary aim of our project is 
leading people to the Eucharist 
through beauty.” 

The current members of the 
St. Hildegard Project include 
Jerome Cole, Laura LeGare, 
Mary Ouellette, Edith Lagarde, 
Blaise Waldstein, Jessica 
Roberts, Ellen Friesen, Jon 
Wheeler, James Richardson, 
and Daniel Tucker. 

Cole said, “I realized that we 
had many directors and musi-
cians in the South Bend region 
who desire to teach others and 
perform at a high level, and we 
could all benefit by pooling our 
resources together. Each of us 
has a different type of talent, so 
we enrich one another through 
our shared collaboration.” 

Laura LeGare, who serves 
as Vice President of the project, 
has sung with renowned choirs 
throughout her career. She 
shared her appreciation for the 
St. Hildegard Project specifi-
cally due to its joint focus on 
both musical excellence and 
authentic prayer, emphasizing 

her long-felt desire to work 
with colleagues who were not 
only skilled musicians but also 
believed the faith which the 
music shares and portrays. 
For this reason, following a 
Tenebrae service in 2022 — a 
performance which included 
another founding member, 
Mary Ouelette — LeGare 
inquired whether Cole had 
any desire to start something 
like this project. He joyfully 
responded that he had been 
praying about this exact type of 
initiative for months. 

Regarding the name of 

the choir, Cole stated, “St. 
Hildegard of Bingen was 
an abbess, a mystic, a poet, 
and composed a lot of music 
herself, which is inspiring to 
each of us. As an artist, she 
expressed her love of God and 
led others to God through her 
poetic expression, just as we 
seek to do.” 

Cole indicated that this proj-
ect aims to assist parish music 
directors who have profes-
sional training and experience 
but rarely have the time or 
ability to perform at their high-
est possible level. It also aims 

for directors and musicians to 
know and support one another 
and find new avenues to bring 
their love for God into their 
professional performance. 

Jon Wheeler, a parishioner 
at St. Matthew’s Cathedral 
and member of the project, 
expressed thoughts similar to 
LeGare. He stated, “While I 
have sung with some excellent 
choirs and directors, sometimes 
the emphasis has been to per-
form music simply for the sake 
of music. Something at the 
heart of this project is the focus 
on doing liturgies and work-

shops at an extremely high cal-
iber, specifically for the sake of 
Christ, to show forth the glory 
of God, and to bring the rich 
tradition of the Church’s litur-
gical music to those who are 
largely unexposed to it. This 
project has been nourishing to 
my own prayer life!” 

Andrew Ouellette, a member 
of the project’s board of direc-
tors and husband of founding 
member Mary Ouellette, spoke 
of his appreciation for the 
opportunity to benefit the local 
diocese. He shared, “Our board 
exists to ensure we remain 
faithful to our mission and 
continue to do the good work 
that we set out to do. This 
initiative exists to not leave 
behind our heritage as a relic 
of the past or a museum item, 
but to make it a part of the 
living daily experience of the 
Catholics in the pews.” 

This effort of sharing the 
richness of the Church’s musi-
cal history has already proven 
both successful and beneficial 
through a crossover education-
performance experience for 
students at St. Thomas More 
Academy in South Bend and 
a Lessons and Carols event at 
Westville Correctional Facility. 

Cole shared that the educa-
tion portion of the project will 
be manifested in additional 
ways as well. He indicated, 
“Last year, Lorraine Mihaliak, 
Director of Liturgical Music at 
St. Monica, and I organized 
a two-day music festival in 
Mishawaka, offering local sing-
ers the opportunity to partici-
pate in workshops, formation 
talks, to sing together, and 
build community. We wanted 
to provide an experience of 
fellowship and fun. The St. 
Hildegard Project will take this 
on in subsequent years. We 
are also exploring developing a 
summer camp for college stu-
dents in 2024 that will allow 
students to work through a 
project with us over the course 
of several weeks.” 

Furthermore, in light of 
the Eucharistic Revival, they 
will be soon offering forma-
tion workshops for musicians 
in the diocese with a focus on 
Eucharistic devotion. These 
events will take place on Jan. 
28 at St. Peter Church in Fort 
Wayne and Feb. 25 at St. 
Monica Church in Mishawaka. 
Registration is available on 
the diocese’s Office of Worship 
page at diocesefwsb.org/wor-
ship/ or on their official web-
site at hildegardproject.org. 
Additional information about 
the choir, upcoming events, or 
how to invite them to a par-
ish can also be found on their 
website. 

BY CHRISTOPHER LUSHIS

Provided by Jerome Cole
Members of the St. Hildegard Project at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Mishawaka, include (Front L to R): Edith Lagarde, 
Jessica Roberts, Laura LeGare, Mary Ouellette, and Ellen Friesen, and (Back L to R): Daniel Tucker, Jerome Cole, Jon 
Wheeler, and James Richardson.
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diaconate ordination
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More  
photos are  
available at  
www.todayscatholic.org

the Church’s ministry of the 
Word as evangelists and teach-
ers. They will have leadership 
roles as evangelizers in their 
parishes.” He encouraged them 
“to continue to study and grow 
in the knowledge of the faith, 
especially reading and praying 
with the Scriptures.” He said, 
“Think of the Levites in the 
first reading (Numbers 3:5-
9). They guarded the meeting 
tent, the tabernacle of the Lord 
in the desert. They assisted 
the priests in the ministry and 
were a foreshadowing of the 
Church’s order of deacons. You 
are being ordained to bring (to 
those in need of Christ’s heal-
ing) the hope of the Gospel and 
the Love of Jesus Christ.” 

Before Mass, while the can-
didates helped each other get 
vested in their albs, there was 
a joyful brotherhood shared 
between them as they had 
come to the commencement 
of their four-year journey 
together. This brotherhood of 
joy continued as they received 
with anticipation from Bishop 
Rhoades their long-awaited 

specific parish assignments. 
At the end of Mass, Bishop 

Rhoades declared, “We now 
conclude with the rite of ordi-
nation, praying for our 18 
brothers about to receive a 
fresh outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit in the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders.” 

After the Mass and a joyful 
group photo of the new and 
previous deacons with Bishop 
Rhoades, the newly ordained 
men received their various par-
ish assignments. A reception 
followed.

The Path to the 
Diaconate 

Each of the 18 newly-
ordained deacons have won-
derful stories of their discern-
ment and journey to Holy 
Orders and a dynamic anticipa-
tion of how they can help oth-
ers build their faith for Heaven. 

A few of them shared their 
stories with Today’s Catholic.

Deacon Andy Oross was 
invited by his wife, Teresa, to 
consider becoming a deacon. 
They were both minister-

ing already at Christ the King 
Parish in South Bend. He held 
adult education classes while 
teaching at St. Joseph High 
School, while his wife directed 
the parish’s Order of Christian 
Initiation (formerly RCIA).  
Deacon Oross would like to 
encourage more men to con-
sider the diaconate vocation. 
He said, “We are all called to 
‘die to ourselves’ as growing 
in holiness never is a finished 
process.” He expects to serve 
at least 10 hours per week at 
Christ the King.

Deacon Dr. Stephen Reed, 
M.D., has had a close relation-
ship with Father Jim Shafer, his 
former pastor at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Fort 
Wayne. Deacon Reed was look-
ing for a spiritual director as he 
felt the Lord was calling him 
forward to do more but did not 
know to what. He, however, 
had gotten the thought to con-
sider becoming a deacon and 
simultaneously had arranged a 
luncheon meeting with Father 
Shafer. Father Shafer had just 
been transferred to St. Joseph 
Parish in Garrett and had got-
ten a letter from the bishop 

asking that the pastors consid-
er asking men from their par-
ish to become a deacon. Father 
Shafer then asked Deacon 
Reed to become a deacon. And 
in Deacon Reed’s words, “I 
was speechless. What a divine 
coincidence!” Deacon Reed 
said he was also helped by 
another friend, Jim Kitchens.

Deacon Reed also wishes 
to “encourage people to a per-
sonal prayer life, reading of 
Scripture and the Catechism, 
and to fall in love with the 
sacraments.” As a doctor and 
throughout his medical career, 
Deacon Reed has prayed 
with his patients and shared 
Scripture. After patients and 
staff realized his four-year 
diaconate path, he said they 
approached him even more for 
spiritual support. He will min-
ister with another new deacon, 
Deacon Robin Slocum, in his 
home parish of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton. Deacon Reed 
serves as an intervention car-
diologist at Lutheran Hospital 
in Fort Wayne as well as its 
affiliate in Warsaw, Lutheran 
Kosciusko Hospital.

Deacon James Summers, Jr. 

first began to consider the dia-
conate during a discussion on a 
pilgrimage to Father Augustus 
Tolten’s shrine in Quincy, 
Illinois. Later, Deacon Mel 
Tardy of St. Augustine Parish 
assisted in his discernment.  
Deacon Summers encourages 
all of us to “open our hearts to 
the workings of the Holy Spirit 
and see our roles to evangelize 
the Word and spread God’s 
Love.” He indicated that each 
of us are expected to be doers 
of the Word. He is excited to 
help people realize the real 
Church and to encourage 
them to learn, for example, 
from Father Mike Schmitz’s 
“Catechism in a Year” offering. 
Deacon Summers is ‘retired’ 
but serves on several boards 
and will be serving at his home 
parish of St. Pius X in Granger 
with two other new deacons, 
Deacon Philip Hayes and 
Deacon Harry Verhiley. 

Deacon Harry Verhiley was 
“inspirited by Jesus who is the 
exemplar deacon who came to 
serve” as reflected in the hom-
ily by Bishop Rhoades. Deacon 
Verhiley said that Jesus’ full 
offering as a deacon is shown 
by Him on the crucifix, which 
demonstrates the fullness 
of His love. Deacon Verhiley 
indicated that the diaconate 
cross he wears shows Jesus 
wearing a towel like the one 
He wore at the Last Supper. 
He said that both in his time 
in the Holy Land and while 
he prostrated on the St. Pius 
X floor in front of the altar, he 
asked the Father for gifts he 
would need and felt that many 
saints came upon them and 
blessed and instructed the dea-
cons. He asked the Father to 
take away his stony heart and 
replace it with Jesus’ Sacred 
Heart so as to love others he 
serves as Jesus loves. Deacon 
Verhiley also mentioned that 
he plans to “spend an hour 
in adoration each day in the 
chapel before morning prayer 
adoring Jesus.” He said that 
he is filled with great joy and 
fulfillment. He is thankful that 
he has been assigned to his 
St. Pius X Parish. He baptized 
his 12th grandchild at the 
noon Epiphany Mass. He is 
a fifth-year teacher of fresh-
men theology at St. Joseph 
High School in South Bend 
and will participate in World 
Youth Day in Portugal this 
summer. Previously, he worked 
for 17 years in the Diocesan 
Development Office. 

Congratulations, 
                   Deacon 
             John Burzynski!

from the 

Cathedral  
of  

Saint Matthew PariSh

DEACONS, from page 1



January 15, 2023 T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C 13

Congratulations, 
                                  Deacon Oross!

from

Christ the 
King Parish

Congratulations,

Deacon Ray Krouse 
from St. Gaspar del Bufalo Parish,
Rome City

Congratulations,
JOSEPH COCHRAN
from your 
St. Paul of the Cross s family,  
Columbia City

Phil Niswonger
The 18 men who spent four years preparing to become permanent deacons listen to the homily of Bishop Kevin C. 
Rhoades during their ordination Mass on Saturday, Jan. 7, at St. Pius X Church in Granger.
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Congratulations!
Deacon Stephen Reed & Deacon Robin Slocum

Deacon Robin SlocumDeacon Stephen Reed

St. Elizabeth  Ann Seton Parish  welcomes you!

Congratulations, 
Deacon Steve Burkins

from 
St. Dominic 
Parish, Bremen

Photos by Phil Niswonger
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades gives his 
homily during the Mass to ordain 18 
men to the permanent diaconate 
on Saturday, Jan. 7, at St. Pius X in 
Granger as the men look on and the 
bell choir prepares to perform.
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“These are the treasures of the Church.” 
                                                                                                                               — St. Lawrence

SS. Peter and Paul Parish, 
Huntington

St. Mary Parish, Huntington

The Catholic Community of Huntington Congratulates 

Deacon Roger Dinius

from St. Joseph, Roanoke

Congratulations, 
Deacon Daniel Avila!

Congratulations,
Deacon ROB LORTIE
from 

St. LOUIS BESANCON
PARISH, NEW HAVEN
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Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
John 1:29-34

The Book of Isaiah fur-
nishes this weekend’s 
first reading from the 

Scriptures. Relief and joy 
uplifted the atmosphere. Hopes 
centered upon a bright future 
because after the humiliation, 
uncertainty, and anguish of 
being conquered by Babylonia, 
and then after generations of 
exile in Babylon for many, 
God’s People were entering 
a new day of return to their 
homeland and hopefully to 
lives of prosperity and security. 

Lest anyone think this fortu-
nate turn of events was the mere 
outcome of changing politics, 

or luck, the prophet eloquently 
insisted that the plight of the 
people was improving because of 
God’s direct and merciful inter-
vention into human affairs. God 
brought their relief. God prom-
ised to protect and sustain the 
people despite the misfortunes 
that might befall them, and God 
was faithful. 

In turn, the Hebrews, God’s 
people, human instruments on 
earth of the divine will, bear-
ing witness among them, were 
faithful during their years of 
trial. They never succumbed to 
the paganism of Babylon. 

For its second reading, the 
Church this weekend selects a 
passage from St. Paul’s First 
Epistle to the Corinthians. 
Today, the Apostle Paul ranks 
among the greatest Christian 
figures of all time and certainly 
he stands as a most extraordi-
nary figure in the development 
of Christianity in the crucial 
time of the 1st century AD. 

Attaining this distinction 
was not without personal cost 
for Paul. He had to contend 
with converts to Christianity 
who were not always loyal to 

the Gospel. The very culture in 
which they lived not only sur-
rendered without a whimper 
to human instincts but also 
elevated these instincts liter-
ally to the level of the divine, 
delighting in lust, gluttony, 
drunkenness, and so on. 

The Christian converts in 
Corinth, then one of the major 
cities of the Mediterranean 
world, literally were awash in 
this culture. 

Another burden for Paul was 
that he had to defend his very 
credentials to preach the Gospel. 
He had to insist that Jesus had 
called him to be an apostle. 

The last reading is from 
St. John’s Gospel. The author 
of the Fourth Gospel was 
impressed by John the Baptist. 
Some even wonder if the 
Evangelist came from a group 
influenced by John the Baptist. 
Among John the Baptist’s 
qualities was his absolute intel-
lectual and religious honesty. 
He was fearless. He thoroughly 
believed that God had called 
him to be a prophet. 

So, St. John’s Gospel pres-
ents John the Baptist in most 

admiring terms. 
In this reading, John the 

Baptist saw Jesus in the dis-
tance and acknowledged Jesus 
as the Redeemer. The element 
of sacrifice was vividly pres-
ent. John identified Jesus as the 
“Lamb of God”. 

Finally, treasured Old 
Testament symbols testified 
to the identity of Jesus. The 
dove descended from the sky 
and from heaven to rest upon 
Jesus. God is in Jesus. 

Reflection:
At Christmas, the Church 

excitedly told us that Jesus was 
born. Son of Mary, Jesus was 
a human, as are we. The shep-
herds, representing all human-
ity, adored the newborn Jesus. 

At the Epiphany, the magi 
found Jesus after searching for 
God. To assist them, God led 
them and protected them. In 
Jesus, they found God. 

In recalling the baptism of 
Jesus in the Jordan, the Church 
introduces us to Jesus as the 
Savior of doomed humankind. 
With Jesus, humans would 

have access to eternal life. 
Now, continuing the process, 

John the Baptist, so reliable and 
so insightful in his holiness, 
proclaimed Jesus as the Lamb 
of God. In all these settings, the 
Church carefully puts before us 
the person of Jesus the Lord 
and tells us about Jesus. 

It invites us to follow Jesus. It 
invites us to know Jesus. He is 
one of us. He taught us. He died 
for us. Finding Jesus, we find God.

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

In Finding Jesus, We Find God

READINGS
Sunday: Is49:3, 5-6 Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10  
1Cor 1:1-3 Jn 1:29-34
Monday: Heb 5:1-10 Ps 110:1-4  
Mk 2:18-22    
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20 Pa 111:1-2, 
4-5, 9, 10c Mk 2:23:28
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17  
Ps 110:1-4 Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: Heb 7:25  —8:6 Ps 40:7-10, 
17 Mk 3:7-12
Friday: Heb 8:6-13 Ps 85:8, 10-14  
Mk 3:7-12
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14 Ps 47:2-3, 
6-9 Mk 3:20-21

Praying To God of 
the Sick When You’re 
Sick-of-Being-Sick

Here is a story that every 
family I know can tell: 
all of us have been sick 

... for a long, long time. 
In the past few months, 

our household has endured 
countless rounds of colds and 
coughs, flu and fevers. With 
four kids in school and one 
toddler at home, it’s not sur-
prising. Through the weeks, 
I’ve spent time pouring doses 
of cough syrup and searching 
frantically for fever medications 
in drugstores. I read every-
where about the “tripledemic”: 
the extra-potent convergence 
of COVID-19, RSV, and the flu 
that’s hitting families, schools, 
workplaces, and hospitals 
across the U.S. right now. 

Caught in our own endless 
slog of hacking coughs, fever-
ish kids, and runny noses, I 
started stockpiling ways to pray 
through this winter’s sick sea-
son. Tuck one of these ideas in 
your pocket (along with extra 
tissues) to remember the God 
of the sick sees you, too. 

Invoke the Trinity. What 
better way to counter the 
tripledemic — or any illness 
from mild to severe — than 
by calling upon God’s own 
name for strength and com-
fort? The Prayer of St. Patrick’s 
Breastplate binds us to the 
holy name of the Trinity and 
reminds us that God is our 
protection in every moment: 

“Christ be with me, Christ 
within me, Christ behind me, 
Christ before me, Christ beside 
me, Christ to win me, Christ to 
comfort and restore me.”

Seek a saint’s intercession. 
Many of us grew up getting 
our throats blessed on the 
Feast of St. Blaise (Feb. 3). 
As a kid in Catholic school, I 
always seemed to have a sea-
sonal sore throat by that mid-
winter Mass, so the timing was 
perfect. But did you know there 
are plenty of saintly friends to 
call upon when sickness hits?

St. Roch survived the plague 
to become a patron of the ill, 
along with St. Angela Merici 
who was devoted to serving 
the sick. St. Gianna knew the 
personal and professional sides 
of caring for kids as a mother 
and doctor. By winter’s end, we 
might all be praying to St. Jude, 
intercessor of the impossible.

Sit with a healing story. The 
Gospels are full of stories of 
Jesus healing the sick: small 

FANUCCI, page 17

FAITH  
AT  
HOME 

LAURA KELLY FANUCCI

What Pope Benedict XVI Taught 
Us About Dying Well
What does it mean to 

die well? The end, it’s 
inevitable for all of us. 

When, we don’t know. How, 
we don’t know. Where, we 
don’t know. But we know it’s 
coming. 

St. John Vianney, the French 
curé d’Ars, once said: “If we 
were required to die twice, we 
could jettison one death. But 
man dies once only, and upon 
this death depends his eternity.” 

In other words, while walk-
ing this journey on earth, we 
must never take our eyes off 
the ultimate reward — life with 
God — and we must never lose 
sight of what it takes to get 
there. We do, after all, only get 
one death. 

One supposes this must 
have been a constant consid-
eration in recent years of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI, who 
retired to a life of solitude and 
prayer in 2013 at age 85. What 
was there left to do but to pre-
pare to die well? 

His preparations, though, 
had been lifelong. In his spiri-
tual testament dated more than 
16 years before his death, 
Benedict reflected on his life, 
and on those whom he had 
encountered, with gratitude. He 
gave thanks to God. He asked 
for the forgiveness of those he 
may have wronged. He asked 
for our prayers. And he took 
one last opportunity to point 
people to the truth. 

“Stand firm in the faith! Do 
not be confused!” he urged. 
“For 60 years now, I have 

accompanied the path of theol-
ogy, especially biblical stud-
ies, and have seen seemingly 
unshakeable theses collapse 
with the changing generations, 
which turned out to be mere 
hypotheses ... I have seen, and 
see, how, out of the tangle of 
hypotheses, the reasonable-
ness of faith has emerged and 
is emerging anew. Jesus Christ 
is truly the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life — and the Church, in 
all her shortcomings, is truly 
His Body.” 

In his final statement on 
earth, Pope Benedict was 
determined to do what he did 
best: demonstrate how to be a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. He led 
with gratitude, sought recon-
ciliation with his fellow man, 
underscored the importance of 
prayer, and taught the Faith. 
Through that witness and that 
teaching, he sought to do what 
every disciple is called to do: 
to bring others to Jesus Christ. 
This is dying well. 

In a talk on St. Thérèse of 
Lisieux in April of 2011, Pope 
Benedict reflected on the final 
words of the saint, uttered 
on her deathbed on Sept. 30, 
1897, when she was just 24 
years old: “My God, I love 
you!” 

“These last words of the 
saint are the key to her whole 
doctrine, to her interpretation 
of the Gospel. The act of love, 
expressed in her last breath 
was, as it were, the continu-
ous breathing of her soul, the 
beating of her heart,” Pope 

Benedict said. “We too,” he 
added, “with St. Thérèse of 
the Child Jesus must be able to 
repeat to the Lord every day 
that we want to live out of love 
for Him and for others, to learn 
at the school of the saints to 
love authentically and totally.” 

He must have meant what 
he said, because his own 
final words beautifully and 
poignantly echoed the Little 
Flower’s: “Lord, I love you.” 

What does it mean to die 
well? It is to follow the great-
est of commandments spoken 
by Our Lord and lived out by 
those who sought to be like 
Him: “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your 
strength (and) ‘you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself’” 
(Mk 12:30-31). 

Should we succeed in that, 
we too might find that, when 
our time comes, our own focus 
is right where it should be: 
expressing our love of God. 
This is dying well.

GUEST 
COMMENTARY

GRETCHEN CROWE

Gretchen R. Crowe is Editor-In-Chief 
of OSV News. 
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of Rochester, Minnesota, and 
the Founder of Word on Fire 
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Farewell To Pope Benedict

One of the most conse-
quential churchmen of 
the last hundred years 

has died. Pope Benedict XVI 
(formerly Joseph Ratzinger) 
leaves a remarkable legacy in 
both the Church he served and 
in the wider society. Often pil-
loried by his opponents as a 
fire-breathing conservative, he 
was in fact one of the most bal-
anced, nuanced, and stabiliz-
ing figures within the Catholic 
ambit. 

The defining event of his 
life was the Second Vatican 
Council, the gathering of 
bishops and theologians from 
1962 to 1965 that placed the 
Catholic Church in a renewed 
conversation with the contem-
porary world. Though only age 
35 when he was tapped to be 
theological advisor to one of 
the leading German cardinals, 
Ratzinger proved to be a con-
sequential player at Vatican 
II, contributing to the com-
position of many of its major 
documents and explaining its 
teaching to the wider culture. 
At the council itself, he proved 
adversarial to those conserva-
tive forces who were resisting 
the renewal which the majority 
of bishops favored. One of the 
ironies of his life is that, in the 
wake of Vatican II, he found 
himself standing athwart pro-
gressives who wanted to push 
beyond the council documents 
and compromise the integrity 
of Catholicism. Thus, the “lib-
eral” of the Council became 
the “conservative” of the post-
conciliar years, even as, in his 
own judgment, his views never 
changed. 

Someone of like mind was 
the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Krakow, Karol Wojtyla, who, 
upon being elected Pope John 
Paul II, chose Ratzinger to 
be his chief doctrinal officer. 
As head of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Ratzinger spent 25 years artic-
ulating the teaching of Vatican 
II and defending it against 
its critics on both the left and 
the right. His election as Pope 
Benedict XVI in 2005, follow-

ing the death of John Paul II, 
was largely a function of his 
being perceived as a balanced 
man of the Council. 

It is obvious that Ratzinger, 
as priest, bishop, theologian, 
and pope, was a man of faith. 
But it is perhaps equally impor-
tant to point out that he was 
one of the great defenders of 
reason on the world stage. 
At a time when many of the 
representatives of the secular 
culture were questioning our 
capacity to know anything as 
true, Ratzinger resisted what 
he termed “the dictatorship 
of relativism.” He claimed, in 
line with the great Catholic 
tradition, that certain truths 
— moral, intellectual, and aes-
thetic — can be known and 
that this knowledge in fact 
serves to unite people across 
religious and cultural divides. 
This was precisely the point of 
his controversial Regensburg 
Address in 2006. The Christian 
belief that Jesus is “Logos” or 
word effectively builds a bridge 
between Christianity and any 
religion, philosophy, or science 
that deals in truth and makes 
“logical” assertions. In line 
with this instinct, Ratzinger 
happily engaged some of the 
leading atheist and skeptical 
philosophers of his day. 

I alluded above to his 
reputation in some circles as 
Panzerkardinal (the tank-
Cardinal), an uncompromising, 
even cruel, reactionary. Those 
who knew Joseph Ratzinger 
personally could only shake 
their heads at such a character-
ization. For he was, in fact, a 
gentle, very kind, soft-spoken 
academic, whose particular 
gift was the finding of com-
mon ground. The thousands 
of bishops who came to Rome 
for their ad limina visits dur-
ing Ratzinger’s years as prefect 
were typically impressed by 
the man’s extraordinary capac-
ity to listen to all perspectives 
and then to find an illuminat-
ing synthesis. His friends say 
that after a long day of work 
during the John Paul II years, 
Ratzinger most liked to visit 

one of the bookstores near the 
Vatican, find the latest book of 
theology, and make his way 
to a quiet corner of a nearby 
restaurant and dine alone (his 
favorite dish was cacio e pepe) 
while absorbing the text. I 
cannot help but think that the 
last 10 years, spent in quiet 
retreat in the Vatican gardens, 
represented the way he really 
wanted to live all of his life. 

When I was a visiting 
scholar in Rome in the spring 
of 2007, I made it a point 
to attend Pope Benedict’s 
Wednesday general audiences 
in St. Peter’s Square. Before a 
sizable crowd, the Pope would 
lecture on some aspect of the 
faith or on one of the great 
theologians of the Catholic 
tradition. His extraordinary 
learning, erudition, and com-
mand of languages were on 
clear display. But what always 
impressed me the most about 
him was his evident love for 
Christ. Pope Benedict said that 
Christianity is not an ideology 
or a philosophy, but rather a 
relationship to a person, to 
the living Jesus Christ. In his 
bearing, his gaze, the tone of 
his voice, and his manner, I 
could sense that he believed 
this, more to the point, that he 
lived it. 

Thank you, Pope Benedict, 
for the thousand ways that you 
have blessed the Church. And 
may God grant you peace. 

children, older adults, and peo-
ple with diseases or disabilities. 
Cures don’t come for everyone, 
but praying with the abun-
dance of healing Scriptures 
reminds us that God sees, cares 
for, and loves those who are 
suffering.

Pray for others. The “pain 
Olympics” of comparison are 
never worth playing, but it 
can help to unite our suffering 
with others when we are feel-
ing low. Remember those in 
the hospital while you’re sick 
at home. Give thanks for those 
in healing professions when 
you’re stuck on hold with the 
doctor’s office or waiting at 
urgent care for hours. Keep a 

list of friends and family who 
are sick and check in with a 
quick text or prayer.

Rest without guilt. God 
could have designed our bodies 
to heal by exertion, but instead, 
our bodies usually need more 
sleep to heal. Listening to your 
body, tending to others as care-
giver, and heeding the Sabbath 
call to rest are ways to honor 
God’s care for bodies.

On the bleakest days when 
you can barely crawl out of 
bed, remember that “Help!” is 
a complete sentence and a full 
prayer. As the Psalmist cries 
out, God hears every petition 
and comes to our aid: “The 
Lord sustains him on his sick-
bed” (Ps 41:4). Even when our 
bodies suffer, our souls can 

draw closer to Christ who knew 
the depths of human suffering. 

May the healing power of 
the Divine Physician — and 
the hope of the New Year — lift 
your spirit this month, in sick-
ness and in health.

FANUCCI, from page 16

WORD  
ON FIRE

BISHOP ROBERT BARRON

SULPICE
FEAST JAN. 17

DIED C. 647

Also called Sulpicius and Pius, Sulpice was born to wealthy parents 
in France and began aiding the poor in his youth. When he became 
bishop of Bourges in Aquitaine in 624, he defended the rights of 
his people against the tyrannical Merovingian kings. Known for 
his austerity and holiness, Sulpice was beloved in Bourges for his 
generosity and was said to have converted everyone there to 
Christianity through his personal witness. He attended the Council 
of Clichy in 627, and resigned as bishop of Bourges late in life to 
serve the poor. The enormous Church of Saint-Sulpice, near the 
Luxembourg gardens in Paris, and a famous French seminary are 
named for this holy bishop.
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The Serra Club

Father Vincent Nguyen, CSC
Father Joseph Pedersen, CSC

Father Zach Rathke, CSC
and 

Father Gilbrian Stoy, CSC

as you are ordained to the priesthood of Jesus Christ.

of South Bend
offers heartfelt congratulations to

And to newly ordained deacons 
Felipe Campos Resendez, CSC, Robert Lisowski, CSC, 

Geoffrey Mooney, CSC and David Smith, CSC

those ordained to the permanent diaconate: 

Daniel Avila
Steven C. Burkins
John D. Burzynski
Joseph D. Cochran

Roger A. Dinius
Edward G. Fox
Philip M. Hayes

Raymond J. Krouse
Thomas A. Labuzienski

Robert J. Lortie
Orlando Miranda-Figueroa

Andrew G. Oross
Maximo J. Ortega
Michael J. Plenzler
Stephen K. Reed
Robin M. Slocum

James M. Summers Jr.
Harry W. Verhiley

Pope Reorganizes Rome Vicariate to be More Collegial, Accountable

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With 
the same spirit and aims 
behind his recent reform and 
reorganization of the Roman 
Curia, Pope Francis, as Bishop 
of Rome, has overhauled the 
Vicariate of Rome. 

The vicariate, too, is called 
“to become more suitably 
channeled for the evangeliza-
tion of today’s world rather 
than for her self-preservation” 
and to be at the service of a 
church that reaches out to 
everyone, evangelizing in word 
and deed, embracing human 
life and “touching the suffer-
ing flesh of Christ in others,” 
the pope wrote in a new papal 
instruction. 

Of the many changes, the 
pope created two new bodies: 
an office dedicated to safe-
guarding minors and vulnera-
ble people; and an independent 
supervisory commission of 
papally appointed experts who 
monitor the work and adminis-
trative and economic affairs of 
the vicariate. 

The changes, which go into 
effect on Jan. 31, were released 
on Jan. 6 in the new apostolic 
constitution, “In Ecclesiarum 
Communione” (“In the 
Communion of Churches”). It 
replaces the previous constitu-
tion, “Ecclesia in Urbe’’ (“The 
Church in the City’’), issued by 
St. John Paul II in 1988. 

The new document aims to 
revitalize the vicariate’s mis-
sion by giving “primacy” to 
charity and the proclamation of 
divine mercy, synodality with 
the faithful, and promoting 
greater collegiality, particularly 
between the pope and his aux-
iliary bishops of Rome. 

In fact, the pope will have 
a much greater role in the 
vicariate, staying informed with 
required reporting, presiding 
over meetings of the episco-

pal council, and taking part 
in major decisions concerning 
pastoral, administrative, and 
financial matters, including 
requiring his final approval of 
the diocese’s annual budget 
report. 

The annual budget report, 
budget management, requests 
for assistance by parishes and 
rectors, and ensuring greater 
transparency in managing 
funds will be handled by the 
diocesan council for economic 
affairs, which is presided over 
by the cardinal vicar or the vice 
regent, it said. 

The pope wrote he would 
like greater vigilance over 
financial management “so 
that it may be prudent and 
responsible” and “conducted 
consistently with the purpose 
that justifies the church’s pos-
session of goods.” 

The constitution recognized 

that “due to the very large 
task of governing the univer-
sal church,” the pope needs 
to have help in caring for the 
Diocese of Rome, which is why 
he appoints a cardinal vicar. 

The cardinal vicar will 
inform the pope “periodically 

and whenever he deems it 
necessary about the pastoral 
activity and life of the diocese. 
In particular, he will not under-
take initiatives that are impor-
tant or exceed ordinary admin-
istration without first reporting 
to me.” 

The cardinal vicar must 
also submit first to the pope 
all candidates “for possible 
admission to Holy Orders” after 
those candidates have received 
approval by the episcopal coun-
cil. 

“The church loses its credi-
bility when it is filled with what 
is not essential to its mission 
or, worse, when its members, 
sometimes even those invested 
with ministerial authority, are 
a source of scandal by their 
behaviors that are unfaithful 
to the Gospel,” Pope Francis 
wrote. “Only in the total giving 
of oneself to Christ in order to 
serve the salvation of the world 
does the Church renew her 
fidelity.”

Congratulations

St. Joseph’s Parish in Fort Wayne 
o� ers hearty congratulations and 
God’s richest blessings to Deacon 

Orlando Miranda-Figueroa and 
his wife Adalys on the occasion of 

his ordination to the permanent 
diaconate. Our entire parish 

community celebrates 
this grace-� lled event! 

Ad multi anni Deacon Orlando.

La Parroquia de San Jose ofrece las más 
cordiales felicitaciones y bendiciones al 
Diácono Orlando Miranda-Figueroa y a 
su esposa, Adalys, en su ordenación al 
Diaconado Permanente.  Toda nuestra 
comunidad parroquial celebra este 
evento lleno de gracia.  
Ad multi  anni Diácono Orlando.

Deacon Orlando 
Miranda-Figueroa
St. Joseph Par ish,For t Wayne

BY CAROL GLATZ Pope Francis addresses priests of the 
Diocese of Rome during a meeting 
at the Basilica of St. John Lateran 
in Rome in this March 2, 2017, file 
photo. The pope has reorganized the 
vicariate of Rome establishing two 
new bodies: an office dedicated to 
safeguarding minors and vulnerable 
people; and an independent supervi-
sory commission of papally-appoint-
ed experts who report and check on 
the work and administrative and 
economic affairs of the vicariate.

CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano, Handout
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What’s happening?
WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. View 
more Catholic events and submit new ones at www.todayscatholic.org/event. For additional 
listings of that event, please call the advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.

  
 REST IN PEACE
Fort Wayne 
Sylvia Fenton, 94, St. 
Vincent de Paul 

Deacon James 
Fitzpatrick, 67, 
St. Vincent de Paul

Jack Fleming, 73, St. 
Vincent de Paul

Arthur Leffers, 85, St. 
Vincent de Paul

Stephen Litchfield, 83, 
St. Vincent de Paul 

Granger 
Roymayne Gibler, 92, 
St. Pius X 

Thomas Weglowski,  
81, St. Pius X

Huntington 
Jeannine F. Goings, 92, 
SS. Peter and Paul  

Mishawaka 
Mary Ann Koch, 85, St. 
Bavo

New Carlisle 
Irene Wroblewski, 88, 
St. Stanislaus Kostka

New Haven 
Alfrida Dewaelsche, 
86, St. John the 
Baptist 

Rose Marie Kemp, 86, 
St. John the Baptist 

Mary Ann Renner, 88, 
St. John the Baptist 

South Bend 
Gadiel Ruiz Banuelos, 
2 months, St. Adalbert

Kristin Borchers, 48,  
St. Adalbert

Richard Paczkowski, 
96, St. Adalbert

Irene Pajakowski, 104, 
St. Adalbert

Pro Life Holy Hour with Bishop Rhoades
FORT WAYNE — Join Bishop 
Kevin C. Rhoades on Thursday, 
Jan, 19, from 8-9 p.m. for a 
Holy Hour to pray for the pro-
tection of all human life from 
conception to natural death at 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, 1105 Calhoun 
St. The Holy Hour will be live 
streamed for those who cannot 
attend in person. Contact Caty 
Burke at 260-422-4611 or 
cburke@diocesefwsb.org.

Theology on Tap Offers Winter Sessions
FORT WAYNE — This winter’s 
Theology on Tap Series, titled 
“Called by Name”, offers a 
unique opportunity for young 
adults to build community 
and explore a deeper relation-
ship with the Lord. Beginning 
Tuesday, Jan. 24, weekly talks 
at the Historic Women’s Club, 
402 W. Wayne St., will explore 
an in-depth understanding of 
our identity which is rooted in 
the Lord who calls us by name 
into communion and urges 
us on mission. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and the talk begins 
at 7. Food and drink are avail-
able for purchase. The series 
will conclude on Feb. 21 with 
a 6:30 p.m. Mass at the USF 
Chapel followed by a party at 
the Brookside Manor on the 
USF Campus. For information, 
visit diocesefwsb.org/tot-fw.

Chili Cookoff Fundraiser
GOSHEN — The St. John 
the Evangelist Knights of 
Columbus is sponsoring a 
chili cook-off for parishioner 
Jack Woodiel, a 14-year old 
diagnosed with a rare pedi-
atric cancer called embryonal 
rhabdomyosarcoma who is 
undergoing chemotherapy. The 
chili cook-off will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 14, from 5-8 pm 
in the Deacon Art Bleau Center. 
Cost for adults is $10, ages 
6-10 $5, and children younger 
than five are free. Drinks and 
desserts can be purchased for 
a cost of $1 each. Proceeds will 
go to the Woodiel family for 
help with medical expenses.
There will be prizes for the best 
chili in three categories: hot, 
medium, and mild. Contact 
Jim Wheeler at jwheeleraway@
yahoo.com for information.

Extraordinary Minister Training
FORT WAYNE — Education 
and formation for Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion 
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 
21, from 9-11 a.m. at St. 
Charles Borromeo Church, 

4916 Trier Rd. Training is 
catered to new ministers but 
all are welcome. Contact Brian 
MacMichael at 260-399-1426 
or bmacmichael@diocesefwsb.
org for information.

Goulash and Langalo Dinner
SOUTH BEND — The Our Lady 
of Hungary Holy Name Society 
is planning a Hungarian gou-
lash and langalo dinner on 
Saturday, Jan. 28, from 4-7 
p.m in the school gym, 735 W. 
Calvert St. The dinner includes 
a 16 oz. bowl of goulash and 
one langalo. Prices are $12 
for goulash and langalo; $8 
for goulash only; $4 for lan-
galo only. Tickets are avail-

able at the door and carry 
out is available. Contact Rick 
Kotzenmacher at 574-289-
2143 or olhp@sbcglobal.net for 
information.

Ephphatha Women’s Retreat
HUNTINGTON — A Christ-
filled retreat will be held on 
Feb. 3-5 at St. Felix Catholic 
Center, 1280 Hitzfield St. 
Listen to talks by priests eager 
to foster and fuel your pas-
sion for Christ. All topics are 
centered around being moved 
to follow His voice to where 
He is leading you next. Cost is 
$98. Contact Sarah Bishop at 
EphphathaWomensRetreat@
gmail.com. 

Holy Family Las Vegas Night
SOUTH BEND — The Holy 
Family Ushers Club will be 
holding the annual Las Vegas 
Night on Saturday, Feb. 4, 
from 6-11 p.m. in the Parish 
Center, 56405 Mayflower Rd. 
Tickets are $8 in advance at 
the rectory or $10 at the door. 

Ticket includes sandwiches and 
beverages and a chance in the 
$1,000 drawing, Lic#001289. 
Visit www.holyfamilysouth-
bend.org or contact Jim 
Niespodziany at 574-250-7836 
for information.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish seeks a 
Full-Time Facilities Manager

(Beginning in May of 2023)

The Facilities Manager at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish/school 
in Fort Wayne is responsible for maintaining the parish/school 
and school buildings and grounds. The Facilities Manager 
performs and supervises tasks related to HVAC, electrical, 
plumbing, security, environmental, safety, custodial, and event 
coordination. This position requires a team player attitude, 
excellent interpersonal and communication skills, attention to 
details, and project coordination. 
The candidate: 
Must have good interpersonal skills and familiarity with 
the Church as an organization.

Must have knowledge of the Catholic Faith and be a 
participating Catholic in good standing with the Church. 

Must have a GED or High School Diploma and a 
minimum 3-5 years of experience working in the facilities 
management field and supervising others. 

For more information and to apply, visit: 
https://theapplicantmanager.com/jobs?pos=D1280   

Wednesday, Jan. 25  at 4 p.m. 
Andrews Auditorium

at Geddes Hall

Featuring a panel of distinguished speakers and
Special Guest Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades,

Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend

A Culture of Life 
in Post-Dobbs 

America

MICL-ProLifePanel-TodaysCatholic-Qtr.indd   1MICL-ProLifePanel-TodaysCatholic-Qtr.indd   1 1/5/23   9:53 PM1/5/23   9:53 PM

Dedicated to serving under-resourced 
children in our community!

 
Donations accepted at: 

christchildfw.org/donate 
Christ Child Society of Fort Wayne 

PO Box 12708, Fort Wayne, IN 46864

Baby Bottle Fundraiser 2023Baby Bottle Fundraiser 2023
Please, look for the baby bottles at your church

 and take a bottle the weekend of  JANUARY 21-22 
 return it FULL of money on FEBRUARY 11-12
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Inspirational Speakers Planned for Upcoming Rekindle 
the Fire Conference for Men

It’s time for the men of the 
Fort Wayne-South Bend 
Diocese and beyond to mark 

their calendars for the annual 
Rekindle the Fire Conference. 
Organizers say it’s one of the 
best lineups they’ve ever had. 

Conference Chairman Barry 
Lamont said, “I have heard 
the comment ‘Wow, you have 
an all-star lineup!’ several 
times already. Chris Stefanick’s 
“Living Joy” talk will be so 
moving for the men. Jason 
Evert and Paul J. Kim are really 
going to get the men thinking 
about their manhood and how 
God has a plan for their life.” 

The 2023 Rekindle the 
Fire Conference will be held 
on Saturday, Feb. 18, at the 
Century Center in South Bend. 
The conference begins at 8:45 
a.m. The conference finishes 
with celebration of Mass with 
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. 

Conference organizers said 
they are looking forward to 
seeing men from all back-
grounds at the conference 
ignite their Catholic faith. Brian 
Krider, one of the conference 

organizers said, “I am excited 
not only for myself, but this 
will be a great conference for 
men to bring their sons who 
are in eighth-grade or older.  
The brotherhood the day brings 
is so powerful. In today’s 
world, anything I can do to 
rekindle my fire helps, and this 
conference absolutely does that 
for me.” 

In addition to this year’s 
speakers, Bishop Rhoades is 
back for his question-and-
answer session hosted by Kyle 
Heimann, Chief Content Officer 
at Redeemer Radio. Lamont 
said he is excited about that 
and the extras they have 
planned for the men attending 
the conference. He said men 
will have the opportunity to 
go to confession throughout 
the day as well as Eucharistic 
Adoration. 

According to Lamont, “This 
is truly an opportunity for con-
versions of heart for the men.” 
He said this year’s conference 
will have breakout sessions 
allowing men to hear the 
speaker of their choice twice. 

Father Stephen Felicichia, 
Associate Pastor at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in 
Fort Wayne, and Father Daniel 

Koehl, Parochial Vicar at St. 
Charles Borromeo Parish in 
Fort Wayne, will be the emcees 
of the event. 

Chris Stefanick is an author, 
speaker, and TV host. He is 
Founder and President of Real 
Life Catholic, an organization 
started to inspire people to live 
a life with deeper faith. His 
recent book, “Living Joy”, will 
be the topic of his presentation. 

Jason Evert started 
Chastity Project with his wife, 
Crystalina, to help teens and 
young adults understand the 

power of chastity that leads to 
deeper love. Through his work, 
Evert has spoken around the 
world, written many books, 
and hosts the “Lust is Boring” 
podcast, where he talks with 
guests and answers listener 
questions about God’s plan for 
human love. 

Paul J. Kim has been speak-
ing to audiences for the past 
decade. He said he uses his tal-
ents for comedy and music to 
bring his audiences to laughter 
as well as reflection and prayer, 
and to bring them closer to the 

Gospel Message of Christ. Kim 
is the author of “A Catholic 
Guide to Adulting” online 
course. 

“Just say yes and give 
the Lord your yes,” Lamont 
has said to men considering 
attending the event. “You will 
not regret your decision. This 
year’s speakers are truly gifted. 
They are really going to capti-
vate you with some of the best 
content in our 14 years.” 

Krider added that if you’re 
on the fence, “I get that. I was. 
But this is the most friendly 
and comfortable conference I 
have ever attended. It is spread 
out and there are no require-
ments for participation. Pray 
about it and don’t overthink 
it.” 

Tickets can be purchased at 
Rekindlethefire.net. The cost is 
$30 for high school and college 
students, and $60 for every-
one else. Anyone who needs 
help getting a ticket can email 
rekindlethefiremen@gmail.com. 

Organizers are also asking 
men to bring donations of baby 
supplies to help the Women’s 
Care Center. They will also take 
up an offering to provide help 
to Hannah’s House during the 
conference.

BY BRIAN SAPP

Brian Sapp
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades addresses the audience during the question-and-
answer session of the Rekindle the Fire Conference in 2020.
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