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Grow Closer to God in the New Year

Around the close of the 
year, many feel inspired 
to start fresh with new 

commitments, resolutions, 
or personal pursuits. While 
these usually focus on physi-
cal health, financial habits, or 
academic interests, there are 
also numerous opportunities 
for deepening one’s spiritual 
life. To assist those interested 
in embarking on new paths 
towards holiness, here are 
some suggestions to prayerfully 
consider in 2023:

Attend daily Mass every day in 
January. The Eucharist is the 
source and summit of the 
Christian life, which means 
that receiving Jesus’ body, 
blood, soul, and divinity in 
the Blessed Sacrament should 
be a top priority. If you do not 
already attend daily Mass, 
consider doing so for the first 
month of the year and reflect 
upon the ways your heart and 
mind grow during that time.

Commit to a weekly holy hour. 
If daily Mass is not a pos-
sibility — or even if it is — it 
is essential to spend time in 
silent prayer with the Lord. 
Relationships depend upon 
communication, reliability, and 
time. Give God your time, listen 
to His voice in the Scriptures, 
and take the risk of trusting 
Him. Nothing given to God is 
wasted and He will never be 
outdone in generosity.

Read (or listen to) the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church. Known 
for his astoundingly popular 
“The Bible in a Year” podcast, 
Fathert Mike Schmitz will soon 
be giving listeners an opportu-
nity to delve into the Catechism 
beginning January 1st. He 
emphasized, “after the Bible, 
the Catechism is the most 
important book for Catholics.” 
Over the course of 365 days, 
Father Schmitz will lead lis-
teners through the entirety of 
the Catechism, presenting the 
essentials of the faith and why 
they matter for deepening one’s 
relationship with Christ and His 
Church. A companion reading 
plan is available at ascension-
press.com. Both “The Bible in 
a Year” and “The Catechism in 
a Year” podcasts are available 
on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, 
Hallow, and more.

Begin praying the Liturgy of the 
Hours. Participate in the daily 
prayers of priests and religious 
around the world by joining in 
the Divine Office. Accessible 
in book format at wordonfire.
org/pray or your local Catholic 
bookstore, online at divineof-
fice.org, or via the app iBre-
viary, praying the Hours allows 
one to bring the Psalms and 
liturgical life of the Church into 
your regular routine each day. 
This is a beautiful tradition to 
begin within families, especially 

for establishing consistent 
times for prayer together.

Consider starting — and finishing — 
a personal consecration to Jesus through 
Mary. Spiritual writers through-
out the history of the Church 
have written about the impor-
tance of consecrating one’s life 
to Jesus with a special empha-
sis on His relationship with 
Mary. In 2014, Bishop Kevin 
C. Rhoades invited parishio-
ners of the diocese to read “33 
Days to Morning Glory” to 
help deepen their awareness of 
Mary’s role in salvation history 
and increase in devotion to her 
as their spiritual mother. While 
many did read this book, oth-
ers admitted that they started 
but never fully completed the 
process. This year, consider 
completing this consecration or 
renewing one made previously 
on a significant liturgical date. 
Popular options are available 
from authors such as St. Louis 
de Montfort, St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, Father Michael Gaitley, 
and Father Boniface Hicks. 
Should one start this Dec. 31 
and stay with it to the end, 
they would finish on Feb. 2, 
the feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord.

For additional Marian-
themed ideas, genuinely reflect 
upon Our Lady’s words at 
Fatima to pray the Rosary 
every day and to honor the 
First Saturdays of the month 
by receiving communion, going 
to confession, praying the rosa-
ry, and reflecting upon these 
mysteries for fifteen minutes.

Bring Catholic art into your home 
in a new way. It is a beautiful 
tradition to have one’s home 
blessed after moving in. As 
the years go by, incorporating 
fresh, attractive reminders that 
the home is dedicated to the 
Lord can help elevate the hearts 
and souls of those living inside. 
A fun family project could be to 
build an outdoor Marian grotto 
or a shrine to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus or a favorite patron 
saint that becomes a prayerful 
spot throughout the year and 
for years to come.

Explore the lives of the saints. A 
new website entitled “The Saint 
Challenge” offers 90-second 
daily audio reflections on specif-
ic saints. Each clip invites listen-
ers to grow in holiness through 
the example and inspiration of 
the day’s saint. Sign up is free 
at thesaintchallenge.com.

Join a Church apostolate. It can 
be daunting to try to take on 
new spiritual endeavors alone. 
Consider the needs at your 
local parish and how you can 
contribute to its spiritual com-
munity while also gaining new 
friends and experiences. If your 
preferred type of group does 
not currently exist at your par-
ish, consider asking to start 
one there! Or explore what 
other parishes offer and go par-
ticipate in those groups. Either 
way, seek out new avenues of 
spiritual nourishment within a 
Catholic community.

Engage in the spiritual exercises of St. 
Ignatius. Beginning in January, 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, 
Fort Wayne, will be offering 
a 14-week retreat for laity on 
the principals of Ignatian spiri-
tuality. Participants commit to 
daily prayer and journaling 
with Scripture, as well as a 
weekly group session. Leader 
Sarah Lane states this pro-
gram “would be a good New 
Year’s resolution for someone 
who wants a schedule and 
accountability for daily prayer, 
self-reflection regarding values, 
relationship with God and the 
Church.” As Ignatian spiri-
tuality “requires candid self-
reflection and group sharing,” 
she recommends that partici-
pants already have a spiritual 
foundation on which to build. 
For more information, includ-
ing registration, email Lane at 
sclane605@gmail.com.

When discerning new prac-
tices to incorporate into one’s 
schedule, it can be helpful 
to consider the methods one 
learns best (reading, watch-
ing, listening, experiencing 
firsthand, etc.) and how God is 
specifically calling and guiding 
the relationship to go deeper. 
Find ways to grow by setting 
goals that are specific, measur-
able, achievable, relevant, and 
time-bound. Also consider ask-
ing a family member or friend 
to join in the pursuit! In the 
words of Saint John Paul II, 
“Do not be afraid. Do not be 
satisfied with mediocrity. Put 
out into the deep and let down 
your nets for a catch!”

BY JENNIFER BARTON AND 
CHRISTOPHER LUSHIS



T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C 3December 25, 2022

‘The Letter’ Shows How Theology 
and Science Stand Together in Pope 
Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato Si

The 13th century Saint 
Francis of Assisi — the 
papal namesake of our 

21st century Pope Francis — 
was a man who cared deeply 
for the earth. In 2015, the 
Holy Father continued the 
Franciscan ecological legacy 
through his encyclical, Laudato 
Si. It is not only the first papal 
letter to directly address the 
dangers of climate change, but 
it is also the first to call upon 
different religious traditions to 
“care for our common home.” 

“The cries of the earth and 
the cries of the poor cannot go 
on,” Pope Francis says.

To pen the encyclical, he met 
not only with theologians to 
discuss the ethics and respon-
sibilities of Catholics, but also 
with scientists and researchers 
to learn how best to tackle the 
practical elements of climate care. 

PBS’ 2022 documentary, 
The Letter, brings Pope Francis’ 
encyclical to life by following six 
people’s journeys as they travel 
to the Vatican to meet with the 
Pope. Each was affected in their 
own ways by the same problem: 
climate change. 

Many critics of this Laudato 
Si argue that the Pope should 
keep politics out of the pulpit. 
But through true stories and 
chilling videography, PBS 
shows that climate change is 
not merely a political issue to 
be debated by pundits — it is 
a human issue that affects our 
communities and environment. 

Speaking about the diverse 
group that Pope Francis assem-
bled to take on hyper-consump-
tion and wasteful practices, 
the Holy Father stated, “It’s 
like a choir. We have to sing 
together.” 

While the documentary con-
tains many beautiful moments 
throughout, it begins with a 
grim depiction of current eco-
logical affairs. An African town 
feuds with the ocean, whose 

ever-mounting waves leave 
more and more homeless, 
year after year. The first story 
is told by a refugee who has 
been called by the Vatican, who 
engulfs us in his story of hope 
and despair. 

As the documentary goes on, 
we also see the climate crisis 
in India, Brazil, and Australia, 
and we hear from residents of 
each country. Each was hand-
selected by the Vatican to assist 
in giving a voice to the voice-
less, who are so often the first 
victims of climate disasters. 

The documentary is 
extremely well-made on all 
accounts, from the storytelling 
to the cinematography. It is 
a moving film with heart-
wrenching stories. The global 
nature of climate change and 
the significance of one’s actions 
on others cannot be missed 
in the stories shared of people 
who have seen the destruction 
firsthand, but who have the 
courage and strength to stand 
up against it. 

The cinematography not only 
showcases the expanse and 
intensity of the destruction but 
also reminds you of the incom-
prehensible and precious beauty 
of the earth.  

The stunning videos of other 
continents and even under the 
sea expand the world beyond 
our small corner and remind us 
that its beauty is beyond our 
comprehension, yet they also 
make the world seem smaller 
and more real. Through that jux-
taposition, The Letter shows the 
great need to protect the earth, 
not simply because it is some-
thing to be admired but also 
because it is ours to care for. 

It was clear through the 
images and stories that change 
needs to happen — and soon. 
The Letter works to inspire 
people to care for the earth in 
a way that best utilizes their 
unique talents and passions 
and gives new insight into why 
Pope Francis wrote this impor-
tant letter to each of us.

Parish Sues Over Its Right to Hire 
Staff Who Uphold Church Tenets
LANSING, Mich. (CNS) — A 
Catholic parish in the Diocese 
of Lansing has filed a lawsuit 
in U.S. District Court to protect 
its right to hire parish employ-
ees and staff for its grade 
school who uphold the tenets 
of the Catholic faith. 

The filing follows a July 
28 ruling by the Michigan 
Supreme Court that reinterpret-
ed a state civil rights statute’s 
definition of sex to include 
gender identity and sexual ori-
entation without any exemp-
tion for religious organizations. 

Filed on Dec. 5 in U.S. 
District Court for the Western 
District of Michigan-Southern 
Division, the suit names 
state Attorney General Dana 
Nessel, the Department of Civil 
Rights, and the Civil Rights 
Commission. 

Becket, a Washington-based 
religious liberty law firm, is 
representing the plaintiff, St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in St. 
Johns, Michigan. Founded in 
1857, it is the only Catholic 
parish in town. Its elementary 
school opened in 1924. 

The state Supreme Court’s 
“new understanding” of the 
civil rights statute “would 
make it illegal for St. Joseph to 
operate in accordance with the 
2,000-year-old teachings of the 
Catholic Church on marriage 
and sexuality,” Becket said in 
a statement. 

“This threatens the school’s 
right to hire staff who will 
faithfully pass on the tenets of 
the faith to the next genera-
tion,” it said. 

In addition, St. Joseph “wel-
comes the public to its facili-
ties,” so “it faces the risk of 
being held liable for discrimi-
nation because of its sincere 
religious beliefs about gender 
and marriage,” the law firm 
added. 

“Michigan’s redefinition 
of sex threatens St. Joseph’s 
right to create and maintain 
a parish and school environ-
ment that reflects its Catholic 
faith,” Becket said, but federal 
law protects the parish “from 
attacks on its religious mis-
sion.” 

First off, Becket said, the 
First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution protects the right 
of religious groups — “includ-
ing churches and their schools” 
— to operate in accordance 
with their religious mission 
“free from government inter-
ference.” 

“The U.S. Supreme Court 
has consistently articulated this 
principle, most recently in Our 
Lady of Guadalupe School v. 
Morrissey-Berru” it said, refer-
ring to a 2020 ruling that held 
religious institutions must be 
free to make internal manage-
ment decisions “like deciding 
who will teach and lead the 
religious community” with-

out the government getting 
involved. 

The Michigan Supreme 
Court handed down its 5-2 rul-
ing in a 2020 lawsuit filed by 
owners of two businesses who 
said that based on their reli-
gious beliefs, they could not, 
respectively, host a same-sex 
wedding or provide services to 

a transgender client who was 
going through sexual reassign-
ment surgery. 

The first business was 
Rouch World Events Center in 
Sturgis, Michigan, and the sec-
ond was UpRooted Electrolysis 
in the Upper Peninsula. 

The businesses sought a 
determination that “sexual 
orientation and gender iden-
tity” are not protected under 

the state’s 1976 Elliott-Larsen 
Civil Rights Act which protects 
against discrimination based 
on religion, race, color, national 
origin, age, sex, height, weight, 
familial status, and marital 
status. 

They asked the court to rule 
that the Michigan Department 
of Civil Rights was wrong in a 
2018 memo interpreting these 
two categories as being part of 
the civil rights law. 

But in its ruling, the state 
Supreme Court decision was 
that these two categories were 
indeed protected classes under 
that law. 

In a July 29 statement 
about the ruling, the Michigan 
Catholic Conference said it 
would “usurp the Legislature’s 
role in the democratic process, 
present constitutional problems 
for people of faith, and place in 
jeopardy religious persons and 
entities who wish to serve oth-
ers in the public square.” 

The conference, which is 
the public policy arm of the 
state’s Catholic bishops, said 
the ruling did not specifically 
address whether enforcing the 
Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act 
as reinterpreted would violate 
federal and state constitutional 
religious freedom protections. 

The two justices who dis-
sented from the majority said 
the ruling posed “constitutional 
problems relating to religious 
liberty.”

CNS photo/Dan Meloy, Detroit Catholic 
The Michigan Capitol in Lansing is seen on Nov. 30, 2021.

CNS photo/Courtesy Off the Fence 
Chief Dadá Borarí from the Maró Indigenous Lands of the Brazilian Amazon; 
Arouna Kandé, a climate change refugee from Senegal; U.S. scientists Robin 
Martin and Greg Asner; and teenage climate activist Ridhima Pandey of India 
participated in the making of the documentary “The Letter.” They are seen 
inside the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican on Aug. 26, 2021. The film tells the 
story of a journey to Rome of frontline leaders to discuss with Pope Francis 
his encyclical “Laudato Si’, on Care for Our Common Home.”

“Michigan’s redefinition of sex 

threatens St. Joseph’s right to  

create and maintain a parish  

and school environment that  

reflects its Catholic faith.”

BECKET LAW FIRM

BY MICHELLE MCDANIEL
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Bishop of St. Cloud, Minnesota, Retires; Pope Names Oregon 
Pastor and University of Notre Dame Grad as Successor
WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNS) — 
Pope Francis has accepted the 
resignation of Bishop Donald J. 
Kettler of St. Cloud, Minnesota, 
and named as his successor 
Holy Cross Father Patrick M. 
Neary, pastor of Holy Redeemer 
Parish in Portland, Oregon. 

Bishop Kettler, who has 
headed the Diocese of St. Cloud 
since 2013, turned 78 on Nov. 
26. Canon law requires bishops 
to submit their resignation to 
the pope at age 75. 

Bishop-designate Neary, 59, 
has been Holy Redeemer’s pas-
tor since 2018. He was District 
Supervisor of East Africa for his 
religious order, Congregation of 
Holy Cross, from 2011 to 2018 
and before that was Director of 
the McCauley Formation House 
in Nairobi for a year. 

The changes were announced 
on Dec. 15 in Washington, D.C. 
by Archbishop Christophe Pierre, 
the Vatican Nuncio to the United 
States. 

Bishop-designate Neary’s 
episcopal ordination and instal-
lation as Bishop of St. Cloud 
has been set for Feb. 14. 
Vespers will take place on Feb. 
13.

“No one is more surprised 
than I am to be asked to serve 
as Bishop of the Diocese of St. 
Cloud,” Bishop-designate Neary 
said in a statement. “Yet I have 
always trusted that Christ has 
guided me through every stage 
of my life as a priest. I so look 
forward to meeting everyone 
who is a part of this diocese, 
my new family.” 

“I especially ask God to 
help me build on the legacy 
of Bishop Kettler and all the 
clergy and personnel who serve 
in the diocese with zeal and 
devotion,” he added. “Please 
pray for me that I can be a 
faithful and loving servant to 
all of you.” 

Bishop Kettler said his newly 
named successor “is tremen-
dously qualified with his expe-
riences as a pastor, seminary 
rector, formation director, and 
missioner. I am very apprecia-
tive that he said yes to the 
call to serve the people of this 
diocese as their bishop, and I 
welcome him warmly to central 
Minnesota.” 

The retiring bishop, a native 
of Minneapolis, had headed the 
Diocese of Fairbanks, Alaska, 
for 11 years when Pope Francis 
named him to succeed Bishop 
John F. Kinney of St. Cloud, 
who retired at age 76. 

Bishop-designate Neary 
was born on March 6, 1963, 
in La Porte, Indiana, to Jacob 
and Marybelle Neary. He is 
the first-born of six children 
and has five sisters. His fam-
ily belongs to St. Joseph Parish 
in La Porte, where the Neary 
siblings attended St. Joseph’s 
Grade School. 

He graduated from La Porte 
High School in 1981 and 
entered the undergraduate 
seminary with the Congregation 
of Holy Cross at the University 
of Notre Dame. While at Notre 
Dame, he spent a semester at 
Anahuac University in Mexico 

City, where he learned Spanish. 
He graduated from the 

University of Notre Dame in 
1985 with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in History. 

After completing his novi-
tiate year in Cascade, Colorado, 
Bishop-designate Neary began 

his studies for a Master of 
Divinity in 1986 at the Jesuit 
School of Theology in Berkeley, 
California. In 1988, he spent 
the entire year at the congrega-
tion’s seminary in Santiago, 
Chile, where he practiced his 
Spanish. 

He professed perpetual 
vows with Congregation of 
Holy Cross on Sept. 1, 1990, 
and was ordained a priest 
at the Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart at Notre Dame on April 
1, 1991, by the late Auxiliary 
Bishop Paul E. Waldschmidt of 
Portland, himself a Holy Cross 
priest. 

In 1994, Bishop-designate 
Neary was assigned to the 
University of Notre Dame and 
worked in the Office of Campus 
Ministry, primarily minister-
ing to Latino students at Notre 
Dame and serving as ROTC 
Chaplain. 

In 2000, he was appointed 
Assistant Rector at Moreau 
Seminary at Notre Dame and 
in 2004 was named Rector of 
Moreau Seminary for a six-year 
term. 

He served on the Provincial 
Council of his religious con-
gregation’s U.S. Province of 
Priests and Brothers from 
2003 to 2010, and served on 
the Vocation and Formation 
Commission of the General 
Administration for the 
Congregation of Holy Cross in 
Rome from 2002 to 2010. 

When he finished his term 
as Rector, Bishop-designate 
Neary was asked to run the 
congregation’s seminary in 
Nairobi, Kenya, for two years 
to train a new team of forma-
tion personnel and build up the 
seminary program. 

He began his service in 
Nairobi in June of 2010. The 
following year, he was elected 
District Superior of Holy Cross 
in East Africa and moved to the 
district headquarters in Uganda. 

There, he served two three-year 
terms as District Superior and 
finished his time of service in 
East Africa in January of 2018. 

Since July of 2018, Bishop-
designate Neary has served as 
pastor of Holy Redeemer Parish 
in Portland. 

The Diocese of St. Cloud 
encompasses 16 counties in 
central Minnesota. It includes 
131 parishes grouped into 29 
area Catholic communities and 
a Catholic population of approx-
imately 125,000 people. 

Archbishop Bernard 
A. Hebda of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis said in a state-
ment that he looked forward 
to collaborating with Bishop-
designate Neary as “he joins 
the bishops of our state in pro-
viding pastoral leadership after 
the heart of Jesus.” 

The archbishop cited the 
newly named bishop’s expe-
rience in consecrated life, 
seminary formation, missionary 
outreach, and parish leadership 
in making him “a fitting suc-
cessor to Bishop Donald Kettler, 
who will long be remembered 
as a humble and generous 
shepherd.” 

Holy Cross Father John I. 
Jenkins, president of Notre 
Dame, congratulated Bishop-
designate Neary on his appoint-
ment to head the St. Cloud 
Diocese and assured him of his 
prayers. 

“Soon after being assigned 
in 2010 to the Holy Cross 
formation house in Nairobi, 
Kenya, Father Neary wrote that, 
though he arrived with little 
understanding of the culture 
or language of the country, he 
felt called to ‘go anywhere that 
I am needed,’” Father Jenkins 
said in a statement. 

“Now,” he added, “the Holy 
Father has determined that 
Father Neary is needed in St. 
Cloud,” where he “will serve 
well the people of God.”

CNS photo/Dianne Towalski, The Central 
Minnesota Catholic

Bishop-designate Patrick M. Neary 
is seen during a news conference 
on Dec. 15, 2022, at the Pastoral 
Center of the Diocese of St. Cloud, 
Minnesota. Pope Francis appointed 
him to succeed Bishop Donald J. 
Kettler of St. Cloud, whose resigna-
tion the pope accepted the same 
day. A Holy Cross priest, the newly 
named bishop has been pastor of 
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in 
Portland, Oregon, since 2018.
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High-Efficiency Windows

Save on your energy bills now and let your windows pay for themselves later.
With the high cost of today’s cooling and 
heating bills, our high-efficiency vinyl windows 
pay for themselves in practically no time at all!

 And right now, we’re offering Zero Percent 
Down and 0% Interest For One Full Year.

So, you save on your energy bills now, and let your 
windows pay for themselves later. What a concept!
Call today for a free estimate or call the store for details.
 Bushey’s will donate $50 to Catholic Charities for 
an order of five or more windows. 
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Remembering the Homebound ...

At this time of year, take note of those among 
us who are not able to attend Mass with the 
community. Mail a card or visit those who may 
need a brighter day. Whatsoever you do for the 
least of my people, that you do unto me.
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Up to 24 hour care - Meal Preparation  
Bathing/Hygiene Assistance 

Light Housekeeping - Errands/Shopping   
Respite Care - Companionship - and much more!

 Now with three offices serving
all of northern Indiana! 

Call toll-free 

844-866 CARE (2273)

Bishop Dwenger Students Hold Live 
Nativity to Raise Funds for Charity

Provided by Mindy Cochran 

A drive-through live Nativity was held at Bishop Dwenger 
High School on Saturday, Dec. 3. Students collected a free-
will offering for Women’s Care Center and raised $781. 
Clubs and groups that participated this year were Student 
Council, Spirit Club, the Girls Softball Team, Spanish Club, 
Choir, Band, and S.E.A. Club. The Girls Softball Team 
members were shepherds with the live animal petting area 
with sheep and goats. 

Wreath Laying
Living Nativity and Advent Prayer 
Service Held in Huntington

Provided by Charlie Kuhn 

Kendallville Knights of Columbus Council 7839 hosted a Wreaths Across America 
ceremony at St. Gaspar del Bufalo’s Catholic Cemetery on Saturday, Dec. 17. As part 
of the ceremony, 16 members of the Rome City American Legion Honor Guard per-
formed a 21 Gun Salute and played Taps. Father Louis Fowoyo of St. Gaspar del 
Bufalo Catholic Church led prayers and then blessed the wreaths. 

Nicole Hahn 

Dozens of people braved the cold to take part in an 
Advent Prayer Service with a Living Nativity at St. Felix 
Catholic Center in Huntington on Sunday, Dec. 18. Along 
with the actors, there was a camel, pony, llama, and 
goats for attendees to interact with as part of the event.

Queen of Peace Parish Holds St. Nicholas Breakfast

Provided by Judi LaViolette 

More than 70 children enjoyed pancakes, mini doughnuts, and a hot chocolate bar at 
the annual St. Nicholas Breakfast at Queen of Peace parish on Saturday, Dec. 3. After 
breakfast, the children wrote letters to Santa, took photos with Santa, made crafts, and 
enjoyed time playing and spending time together.

Around the diocese
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Pope Reveals He 
Prepared Resignation 
Letter in Case of 
Impairment
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope 
Francis said he wrote a resigna-
tion letter in 2013, his first year 
in office, to be used in case he 
became physically or mentally 
impaired and unable to fulfill 
the duties of the papacy. In an 
interview published on Dec. 18, 
the day after his 86th birthday, 
Pope Francis said that during 
the time that Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone was Vatican Secretary 
of State, a position he left in 
October of 2013, he gave a res-
ignation letter to the cardinal. “I 
signed it and said, ‘If I should 
become impaired for medical 
reasons or whatever, here is 
my renunciation. Here you have 
it,’” the pope told the Spanish 
newspaper ABC. Pope Francis 
joked that now that the letter’s 
existence has been made public, 
someone will go after Cardinal 
Bertone and say, “Give me that 
piece of paper!” But he also said 
he was certain Cardinal Bertone 
gave it to Cardinal Pietro Parolin, 
who succeeded him as Secretary 
of State. The interviewer also 
noted that Pope Francis had 
named several women as sec-
retaries or undersecretaries of 
Vatican offices, but that he had 
not appointed a woman to lead 
a Vatican dicastery, although 
his reform of the Roman Curia 
says it is possible for a layper-
son to head a dicastery. Pope 
Francis responded that he has 
been thinking of appointing 
a woman to lead “a dicastery 
where there will be a vacancy in 
two years.” He did not say what 
office that was. “There is noth-
ing to prevent a woman from 
guiding a dicastery in which a 
layperson can be a prefect,” the 
pope said.

Jordan to Develop 
Tourist Village Next 
to World Heritage 
Baptism Site
AMMAN, Jordan (CNS) — 
Jordan began Christmas cele-
brations by unveiling a project 
that could attract one million 
pilgrims annually to the offi-
cially recognized site of Jesus’ 
baptism on the east bank of 
the Jordan River. An area adja-
cent to Bethany Beyond the 
Jordan, as mentioned in the 
New Testament, will be devel-
oped to allow Christian pilgrims 
and visitors to spend more 
quality time at the Baptism Site, 
as it is called, “to learn, appreci-
ate, and renew their journey 
of faith and spirituality.” More 
than 25 years ago, excavations 
began on the east bank of the 
Jordan River and uncovered the 
Baptism Site. The area is full of 
the ruins of ancient Roman and 
Byzantine churches and cha-
pels, a monastery, hermit caves, 
and baptism pools, destroyed 

by earthquakes and the river’s 
flooding. Through the centuries, 
the area had commemorated the 
site of Jesus’ baptism by John 
the Baptist. Now, modern-day 
visitors can spend only a couple 
of hours there due to a lack 
of accommodations and servic-
es. A $300 million six-phased 
building project to establish 
a biblical tourist village locat-
ed adjacent to this UNESCO-
designated World Heritage Site 
seeks to address that, while 
respecting the spiritual integrity 
of the holy site itself. The goal 
is to see this possibly completed 
for the 2,000th anniversary of 
Christ’s baptism. Catholic and 
other Christian leaders wel-
comed Jordan’s plans to trans-
form the Baptism Site into one 
of the world’s leading Christian 
pilgrimage and spiritual desti-
nations.

Pope Advances Sainthood 
Causes, Including First 
‘Martyr’ of Charity
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope 
Francis recognized the martyr-
dom of members of a Polish 

family who were sheltering a 
Jewish family during World 
War II, and, for the first time, 
advanced the sainthood cause 
of a candidate under the cat-
egory of heroically offering his 
life out of loving service to oth-
ers. And following centuries of 
church debate, the pope also 
advanced the sainthood cause 
of his confrere, Jesuit Father 
Matteo Ricci, the 16th-century 
missionary to China. During 
a meeting on Dec. 17 with 
Cardinal Marcello Semeraro, 
prefect of the Dicastery for 
the Causes of Saints, the pope 
also signed decrees advanc-
ing the sainthood causes of a 
Uruguayan bishop, 12 priests 
and religious men and women, 
and one laywoman. Józef and 
Wiktoria Ulma and their seven 
children, including their unborn 
child, were killed by the Nazis 
along with the Jews they had 
taken in. The recognition of 
martyrdom clears the way for 
all nine members of the Ulma 
family to be beatified. The cause 
of Franz De Castro Holzwarth, a 
Brazilian layman born in 1942, 
is, according to the dicastery 
website, the first sainthood 
cause to be advanced accord-

ing to a new pathway approved 
by Pope Francis in 2017, that 
of offering one’s life in “an 
extreme act of charity.” Father 
Ricci, who was born in 1552 
in Macerata, in central Italy, 
spent 28 years evangelizing, 
absorbing Chinese culture, and 
bringing Western science to the 
faraway Asian continent.

Some Christians in 
Myanmar Prepare 
to Spend Second 
Christmas in Camps
YANGON, Myanmar (CNS) 
— A Christmas of darkness, 
silence, and fear awaits thou-
sands of Christians in camps for 
internally displaced persons in 
Myanmar, where carols, deco-
rations, and illuminations are 
banned because of ongoing 
conflicts. The sounds of gunfire, 
fighter jets, and artillery shelling 
have replaced those of carols 
and celebrations in predomi-
nantly Christian Kachin, Kayah, 
Karen, and Chin states, report-
ed ucanews.com. Thousands of 
Christians have been forced to 
take refuge in churches, make-

shift camps, and in forests fol-
lowing military attacks against 
civilians. Ucanews.com talked to 
some people in the camps, but, 
at their request, changed their 
names to protect their identi-
ties. Ucanews.com reported that 
Josephine Pho Mu, 42, said this 
is the second time since 1988 
she has had to flee her home 
in Kayah state. “I thought we 
would be temporarily displaced 
and go back home. But we 
have been away from home 
and sheltering at this camp for 
19 months,” said Pho Mu, who 
has taken refuge at a church-
run camp in Loikaw, capital of 
Kayah state, after leaving her 
village in Demodo township in 
May of 2021. The mother of 
three said this will be her sec-
ond Christmas in the camp. 

Heisman Winner is 
Much Loved, Respected 
Alum of D.C.-Area 
Catholic Schools
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Caleb 
Williams, the star quarterback 
at the University of Southern 
California who won the Heisman 
Trophy on Dec. 10, earlier made 
his mark at two Washington-
area Catholic schools he attend-
ed for middle school and high 
school. Before graduating from 
Gonzaga College High School 
in Washington, D.C. in 2021, 
Williams attended St. Pius 
X Regional School in Bowie, 
Maryland, a D.C. suburb. “We 
love Caleb!” a group of purple-
clad Gonzaga students chant-
ed during a Heisman Trophy 
watch party at the Jesuit boys’ 
high school. Williams had just 
become the first Washington-
area native to win the Heisman 
Trophy. Four years earlier in 
November of 2018, Williams, 
as Gonzaga’s sophomore quar-
terback, had lifted the Eagles to 
their first Washington Catholic 
Athletic Conference football title 
since 2002 with an improbable 
46-43 win over DeMatha. The 
stunning game included a last-
second 53-yard “Hail Mary” 
touchdown pass from Williams 
to leaping wide receiver John 
Marshall to seal the victory at The 
Catholic University of America’s 
Cardinal Stadium. After a year-
long stay at the University of 
Oklahoma, Williams transferred 
to USC. This season, he threw 
for more than 4,000 yards with 
a 66 percent pass completion 
rate, 37 touchdowns, and only 
four interceptions in leading the 
Trojans to a No. 8 AP rank-
ing and an 11-2 record. Debbie 
Corradini, a resource teacher 
at St. Pius X Regional School, 
remembers Williams for his 
qualities off the gridiron from 
when he attended St. Pius in the 
seventh and eighth grade. “We 
taught him, but in a lot of ways, 
he taught us (more) about 
being hardworking, kind, and 
humble,” she told the Catholic 
Standard, Washington’s archdi-
ocesan newspaper.

News Briefs
Sandy Hook Permanent Memorial in Place in Newtown, 
Connecticut

CNS photo/David Delgado, Reuters

The entrance to the Sandy Hook Permanent Memorial in Newtown, Connecticut, is 
seen on Dec. 14, 2022, the 10th anniversary of a mass shooting at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School. On Dec. 14, 2012, a young man shot and killed 26 people at the 
nearby school. Twenty of the victims were children in first grade; the other six were 
adult staff members.
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Provided by Regina Zedaker 

Every Advent, St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School stu-
dents participate in a Jesse Tree Service. The service, held 
on Friday, Dec. 2, allowed students to focus on Jesus’s 
family tree, bringing to life the preparation God had to 
bring His Son, Jesus, into the world on Christmas.

Provided by Regina Zedaker 

On Tuesday, Dec. 6, the feast day of St. Nicholas, the St. Vincent de Paul Catholic 
School cafeteria staff and St. Nicholas himself spread an abundance of Christmas cheer 
on campus by serving a St. Nicholas lunch and delivering handmade goodies to staff 
members.

Provided by Darrel Dodane 

Members of the St. Louis Besancon Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society spent 
time on Saturday, Dec. 10, packing boxes for their annual Christmas Food Drive. Boxes 
are delivered to parishioners who are homebound, grieving, in need, and those who 
just “need an extra hug” every year.

Jesse Tree Service Held at St. Vincent 
de Paul Catholic School

St. Nicholas Celebrated at St. Vincent de Paul School

Annual Christmas Food Drive at St. Louis Besancon 
Catholic Church Helps Those in Need

Students Raise Money for Fort Wayne 
Rescue Mission

Provided by Lois Widner

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School students collected 
more than $1,600 for the Fort Wayne Rescue Mission 
by selling bracelets. R.E.A.C.H (Rescue Everyone Always 
with a Caring Heart) was the message on the bracelet. 
Principal Lois Widner and the creator of the bracelets, 
8th-grader Natalia Kleinrichert, are seen here on Dec. 12 
holding the check for the Rescue Mission.
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Feast of the Virgin of Guadalupe Celebrated Across the Diocese to Honor Patroness of the Americas

Photos by Joe Romie
St. Joseph Parish, Fort Wayne, renacted the appearance of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe to Juan Diego on Monday, Dec. 12. Mary is played by Jeanelly 
Hernandez, and Juan Diego is played by Uziel Gutierrez.

The offertory gifts are brought up by Jaime, Beatriz, and Emily Nuñez. 

Juan Diego reveals the image of Our Lady to his bishop  
after being asked for a sign so that all may believe.

At right, Father Kevin Bauman rejoices with the parish on 
the special feast day of the Virgin Mary of Guadalupe.

More  
photos are  
available at  
www.todayscatholic.org
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Feast of the Virgin of Guadalupe Celebrated Across the Diocese to Honor Patroness of the Americas

Parishioner Fermin Cortez as Juan Diego tending to his ailing uncle, Juan 
Bernardino, played by Arturo Cervantes, performs during the reenactment of 
Juan Diego’s meetings with Our Lady of Guadalupe on Monday, Dec. 12, the 
Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Feast of Our Lady Of Guadalupe 
Celebrated At St. John’s, Goshen
The Hispanic community 

of St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church in Goshen 

celebrated the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe with several 
activities and Mass on the feast 
day, Dec. 12. 

The evening began in a 
darkened, standing-room-only 
church where several parishio-
ners reenacted the apparitions 
of the Virgin de Guadalupe to 
Juan Diego in Tepeyac, Mexico, 
in 1531.

Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatan, 
an indigenous peasant who was 
canonized in 2002, had a habit 
of walking along the path by 
Tepeyac Hill to the monastery 
of Mexico City to attend Mass. 
The first apparition occurred on 
Dec. 9 when Juan Diego, por-
trayed by Fermin Cortez, heard 
music and saw a beautiful 
lady who called his name and 
said, “Know for certain, least of 
my sons, I am the perfect and 
perpetual Virgin Mary, Mother 
of Jesus, the true God through 
whom everything lives — the 
Lord of all things near and 
far, the Master of heaven and 
earth. It is my earnest wish that 
a temple be built here in my 
honor. Here I will demonstrate, I 
will manifest, and I will give all 
my love, my compassion, and 
protection to the people.” 

The site where Our Lady was 
requesting a church be built 
reportedly had an Aztec temple 
upon it and was where hun-
dreds of human sacrifices had 
been performed. 

Juan Diego shared with 
Bishop Zumarrago, portrayed 
by Ronaldo Muñoz, what the 
Virgin told him and the bishop 
listened politely but was uncon-
vinced. 

The next day the Virgin de 
Guadalupe, portrayed by Sarah 

Lozano, appeared again to Juan 
Diego and repeated her request. 
Juan Diego went back to the 
monastery and this time the 
bishop asked for a sign. Juan 
Diego reported that to Our Lady 
and she advised him to return 
to her the next day and she’d 
provide a sign. 

In the meantime, Juan 
Diego’s uncle Juan Bernardino, 
portrayed by Arturo Cervantes, 
was very ill and he asked Juan 
Diego to bring a priest to him 
so he could confess and receive 
the Viaticum. On Dec. 12, Juan 
Diego set out to do so, avoid-
ing Tepayec Hill because he 
was ashamed that he hadn’t 
returned to Our Lady the day 
before as she requested. But 
Our Lady appeared to him and 
told him she had healed his 
uncle and Juan Diego should go 
to the top of the mountain and 
pick flowers. 

The earth was dry and 
brown and only cactus grew 
there, but when Juan Diego 
arrived, he saw Castilian roses 
that were foreign to Mexico. 
He gathered them in his tilma, 
a poncho-like garment, and 
brought them to the Virgin 
de Guadalupe who told him 
to bring them to the bishop. 
When Juan Diego brought the 
roses to the bishop, he saw 
not only the flowers but also 
a beautiful image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe imprinted upon 
the tilma. The bishop asked 
forgiveness for doubting and by 
Christmas of that year an adobe 
structure was built atop Tepeyac 
Hill. 

After the reenactment, the 
Guadalupano dance group 
in the costumes of the Aztec 
and Mayans, but many bear-
ing images of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, performed. The 

dance was in joy and celebra-
tion of Our Lady bringing them 
to Jesus. The whole church 
shook with the pounding of the 
drums and stomping of feet. 

After the dance, Father 
Royce Gregerson celebrated 
Mass. During his homily, he 
mentioned it has been 492 
years since the apparitions, how 
her apparitions helped con-
vert many indigenous people 
to Christianity, and how that 
conversion put an end to bru-
tal, barbaric human sacrifices. 
Father Gregerson said Mary’s 
mission is to bring people to 
her son, Jesus, and that is done 
most perfectly in the Eucharist. 

According to Pastoral 
Associate Johnny Evangelista, 
Father Gregerson also spoke 
about the necessity to foster 
Hispanic vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life — espe-
cially because the population in 
the United States is 50 percent 
Hispanic. Despite that, Father 
Gregerson said there are not 
a lot of vocations from the 
Hispanic community.

Father Gregerson said they 
need to foster and do a better 
job of encouraging vocations. 
He also spoke about the impor-
tance of Hispanic youth attend-
ing Catholic schools and univer-
sities to study Theology so there 
can be more Hispanic personnel 
in church staff positions across 
the United States to qualify 
them for lay positions such as 
pastoral associates and directors 
of religious education. Father 
Gregerson also mentioned the 
need to foster more holy fami-
lies and guard our families from 
drifting away from the Church. 

After Mass, there was a din-
ner served in the parish center 
that featured Mariachi music.

Photos by Denise Fedorow 
Parishioner Sarah Lozano portrayed Our Lady of Guadalupe during a reenactment presentation held at St. John the 
Evangelist Catholic Church in Goshen on Monday, Dec. 12.

Parishioner Fermin Cortez acts out reporting to the Virgin de Guadalupe, 
portrayed by Sarah Lozano, that the bishop asked for a sign. 

The Guadalupano dancers at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in 
Goshen kneel at the conclusion of one of the dances performed on the Feast 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe on Monday, Dec. 12. Celebration of the feast day 
included a reenactment, the dances, Mass, and a meal with Mariachi music in 
the parish center following Mass.
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New Features at Holy Trinity Park Honor ‘History, Mission’

NEW ALBANY, Ind. — The 
stained-glass window stands 
in the area where it was 
installed in Holy Trinity Church 
in New Albany in 1890. It still 
radiates the sunlight, creating 
a kaleidoscope of green, red, 
orange, and yellow. It still wel-
comes all who come, whether 
to rejoice or to sit in peaceful 
silence. Yet the 132-year-old 
window hasn’t seen the light 
of day since 1975, when a 
devastating fire destroyed Holy 
Trinity Church. 

The restored window was 
unveiled atop a metal, church 
doorframe-like structure, along 
with a nearby sculpture called 
“When I Was Hungry and 
Thirsty”, as the new entryway 
to Holy Trinity Heritage Park 
in October. 

“This entrance way is all we 
had hoped it would be,” said 
Mark Casper, Agency Director 
for St. Elizabeth Catholic 
Charities (SECC) in New 
Albany, during the unveiling 
ceremony. “We are excited to 
share this with all our com-
munity.” 

The entryway and sculpture 
are the agency’s latest efforts 
in enhancing the former Holy 
Trinity Parish’s property, which 
it was gifted in 2011. 

‘A Miracle’
Upon receiving the property 

and former parish rectory, 
the first line of business was 
restoring the 1850 rectory for 
use as SECC’s headquarters, 

Casper told The Criterion, 
newspaper of the Archdiocese 
of Indianapolis. 

That task was completed 
in 2013. Next, SECC began 
a project to turn the former 
church grounds next to the for-
mer rectory into a community 

park. “New Albany doesn’t 
have many green spaces,” said 
Casper. “We envisioned a place 
where kids could run around 
or people could sit in a peaceful 
surrounding.”

Preparation for the project 
included a trip to Indianapolis 

to research the former parish 
and church at the archdiocesan 
archives. “We were shocked to 
learn that some of the windows 
had survived and were stored 
just a few blocks away [from 
the soon-to-be park] at St. 
Mary’s Parish in New Albany, 
Casper recalled. After the fire, 
Holy Trinity Parish was merged 
into St. Mary. 

“When I finally saw them, 
they were terribly dirty,” he 
said. “They were still covered 
in soot from fire.” 

Once assured that the sur-
viving windows would be used 
to honor Holy Trinity Parish, 
the parish gifted them to SECC. 

Casper consulted with 
Donna Baldacci, who with 
her husband Kirk Richmond 
owns the Stained Glass Gallery 
in New Albany. “She knows 
everything about windows — 
where the glass came from, 
what each piece was worth,” 
he said. Baldacci was surprised 
by the find. 

“I almost cried when I saw 
the windows,” she said. “The 
fact that any windows sur-
vived the heat of that fire is a 
miracle.” She and her husband 
were so moved by the project, 
they offset most of the cost. 

The first phase of Holy 
Trinity Heritage Park was 
completed in 2017. It included 
some of the smaller restored 
windows that had once graced 
the church. But the large win-
dow that had crowned one of 
the front-side entrances of the 
church required much more 
work. 

“She said it would take 
about two years to restore it,” 
said Casper. 

‘A Labor of Love’
About 40 percent of the 

pieces did have to be replaced, 
said Baldacci. She identified the 
glass as having come from the 
Kokomo Opalescent Glass com-
pany, which was able to produce 
exact replicas of the type and 
color of glass used in the original 
window. 

The window was taken apart 
... each piece soaked in water for 
four weeks to loosen the soot 
and grime. Then the “jewel-
toned colors and design came 
through,” said Baldacci, explain-
ing that the three conjoined rings 
represent the Holy Trinity. “It 
was just stunning.” 

The window was then reas-
sembled and re-leaded, soldered, 
glazed for weatherproofing, 
then “laboriously, meticulously” 
cleaned again. It was then sent 
to Louisville to be encased in a 
wooden frame with tempered 
glass for protection from the ele-
ments. 

“It should be another 80 to 
100 years before it will need to 
be restored again,” said Baldacci. 

Once framed, the window 
was sent to Heck Metal Works, 
owned by members of St. Mary 
of the Knobs Parish in Floyd 
County. “We wanted something 
that would make it look like you 
were walking into the church,” 
Casper explained.

Creating the 11-feet by 
14-feet entryway frame for the 
window “was a labor of love,” 
said Ben Heck, Owner of Heck 
Metal Works. After “think-
ing and praying about it,” he 
decided to do the project as a 
donation to SECC. “We’ve been 
fortunate over the years,” he 
said. “We’ve seen the good 

BY NATALIE HOEFFER

Natalie Hoefer 
In this photo from Oct. 20, 2020, Donna Baldacci of Stained Glass Gallery in 
New Albany reassembles cleaned pieces of a window from the city’s former 
Holy Trinity Church. The restored window now welcomes visitors to Holy 
Trinity Heritage Park in New Albany.

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

FOUNDATION 
OF NORTHEAST INDIANA 

During this great season of giving, let the Catholic Community 
Foundation of Northeast Indiana help you taylor your estate 

plan to benefit your Catholic parish, school, or favorite 
ministry. It is a true gift that will last a lifetime. 

It's Simple. It's Stewardship. It's Forever. 

Contact Mike Shade 
mshade@ccfnei.org 

260-399-1436

Photo courtesy of St. Elizabeth Catholic Charities in New Albany
Sunlight streams through a restored, 132-year-old stained-glass window 
that survived a devastating fire that destroyed the former Holy Trinity 
Church in New Albany. The window now welcomes visitors to Holy Trinity 
Heritage Park. The structure and a new statue were blessed by Father 
Wilfred “Sonny” Day on Oct. 4, 2022.
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works that St. Elizabeth does, 
and we’ve benefited from their 
good works. This was a way to 
give back to an organization that 
has given so much to us and the 
community.” 

Bare Metal Inc., in New 
Albany and Koetter Construction 
in Floyds Knobs also contributed 
to the project. “It seems it does 
take a village,” Casper noted at 
the unveiling. “We are blessed 
to be part of such a giving and 
caring community.” 

‘Passionately Speaks to 
Our Mission’

The park’s new entryway 
structure honors Holy Trinity 
Church — the first Catholic 
church built in New Albany. But 
Casper also wanted a “signature 
piece of art” to honor the works 
and mission of St. Elizabeth 
Catholic Charities. “When we 
were discerning what that piece 
would be, we wanted something 
… that it would be interactive,” 
he explained. “And we wanted 
it out front so the community 
could see it and touch it.”

That vision was realized 

with the unveiling of the sculp-
ture “When I Was Hungry and 
Thirsty.” 

Made possible with the 
help of generous donors, the 
piece was created by Canadian 
sculptor Matthew P. Schmalz. 
According to his website, his 
work can be found in cathedrals 
and churches around the world, 
including in Rome and at the 
Vatican. 

“Our hope is that [this piece] 
brings poverty to the front [of 
people’s minds] and reminds 
us that we are all called to do 
‘for the least of my brothers,’” 
Casper said at the unveiling. 
“We feel blessed to have this 
piece that so passionately speaks 
to our mission.” 

It took more than two years 
for the new entryway and 
sculpture projects to come to 
fruition. But Casper noted at the 
unveiling ceremony that “great 
art takes time, and patience is a 
virtue.”

He extended an invitation for 
all “to stop by and spend some 
time in Holy Trinity Heritage 
Park. As the [hymn] says, ‘all 
are welcome in this place.’”

Medical Mission Trip Highlights 
Diocesan Support of Sister Parishes

One tooth at a time. 
That’s how Father 

Brian Isenbarger recently 
grew in his understanding of 
the state of medical care in 
Aguanqueterique, Honduras. 

The parochial vicar at St. 
Vincent de Paul in Fort Wayne 
accompanied a group of 10 
doctors, dentists, nurses, and 
pharmacists — most of them 
his parishioners — on a week-
long medical mission trip in 
November. Their destination 
was the Honduran town of St. 
Vincent de Paul’s sister par-
ish, Immaculate Conception. 
Monday through Friday, the 
group worked in local clin-
ics, ministering to the medical 
needs of the community. 

“There were lots of teeth 
extractions,” recalled Father 
Isenbarger, noting the effects of 
too much soda on teeth in an 
area where water is undrink-
able. “We extracted an average 
of four and a half teeth per 
person, with a maximum of 12. 
We ended up seeing more than 
500 people in the course of the 
week.” 

For Father Isenbarger, 
whose many talents do not 
include performing dental 
surgery, this meant handing 
out parasite medications and 
taking the temperatures and 
weights of patients. He also 
tended to the spiritual health of 
the people of Aguanqueterique 
by saying Mass in Spanish 
several times. 

Once a year, St. Vincent de 
Paul parishioners are afforded 
such a chance to support their 
sister parish in person with 
a mission trip. While this 
opportunity is notably unique, 
it isn’t exclusive. Across the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, there are a handful of 
parishes that help support sis-
ter parishes in other countries 
— many of them in impov-
erished and underdeveloped 
regions of the world, including 
Honduras, Haiti, Uganda, and 
Bangladesh. 

Support for sister parishes 
comes in a variety of forms. 
For many parishes, it includes 
frequent prayer intentions in 
the General Intercessions at 
Mass. Others take up second 
collections throughout the year 
to address specific financial 
needs of the sister parish, 
such as building a new school 
or rectory. For St. Charles 
Borromeo in Fort Wayne, 
which supports a seminary 
in Uganda, regular monetary 
donations are exchanged for 
touching stories and photos 
of what the financial help has 
accomplished. 

In Granger, St. Pius X’s 
sister parish is etched into 
the church’s very identity, 

both literally and figuratively. 
Parishioners embraced St. 
Joseph in Kyengera, Uganda, 
as their sister parish in 2001, 
when Monsignor William 
Schooler was installed as pas-
tor of St. Pius X. Monsignor 
Schooler’s longtime friend, 
Father Larry Kanyike, is pastor 
of the Ugandan parish, and he 
welcomed Monsignor Schooler 
on a visit for the dedication of 
their new church in 2012. This 
parish relationship is reflected 
in a mural on the northern wall 
of the St. Pius X sanctuary, 
where St. Charles Lwanga, a 
Ugandan martyr, is depicted 
alongside other significant 
saints. 

In such impoverished 
nations, the church often 
takes on an added importance 
to the community. In fact, 
Father Isenbarger described 
Immaculate Conception as “the 
social and spiritual hub of the 
town” in Aguanqueterique. 
According to Betsy Quinn, 
Director of Stewardship and 
Engagement at St. Pius X, the 
financial assistance that her 
parish has provided through 
the years has only amplified 
the St. Joseph clergy’s commit-
ment to the people they serve. 

“Father Bill has visited 
Father Larry in Uganda two 
times,” remarked Quinn. “On 
both occasions, he saw the 
need for our support with his 
own eyes. When he visited 
Father Larry for the dedica-
tion of his new church, Father 
Larry was featured on the front 
page of the local newspaper. 
The article showed that Father 
Larry still wears worn out 
shoes and drives an old car. 

Unlike other dignitaries who 
receive funds from the United 
States, Father Larry invests 
every penny into his parishio-
ners.” 

Father Isenbarger wit-
nessed a similar display of 
dedication to parishioners from 
Father Angelo Falzon, Pastor 
of Immaculate Conception in 
Honduras. 

“We had a rough time get-
ting down there,” said Father 
Isenbarger, explaining that 
their luggage with medical sup-
plies got delayed when they 
switched airlines, forcing them 
to use leftover medical supplies 
in the town until it arrived. 
“The most moving part of the 
trip for me was when I was in 
the airport with Father Falzon 
trying to get the situation sort-
ed out. He just started weep-
ing, saying, ‘These poor people 
need their medicines.’” 

St. Vincent de Paul’s finan-
cial support is bringing more 
than just medicine to the 
parishioners at Immaculate 
Conception. It’s funding a 
new retreat center with a well, 
a generator, and two dozen 
rooms — a far cry from the 
parish’s current retreat center, 
which consists of four cin-
derblock pavilions. However, 
Father Isenbarger was quick 
to note that the happiness of 
the Hondurans he met was not 
tied to their material goods and 
resources. 

“They’re such a joy-filled 
people,” Father Isenbarger said 
of the locals. “In many ways, 
they are happier than we are 

BY ERIC PEAT

Provided by Father Brian Isenbarger
Dr. Mark and Sarah Stoner provide dental care to a patient in 
Aguanqueterique, Honduras, on a recent medical mission trip.

MISSION, page 14
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Feast of the Birth of 
Our Lord 
John 1:1-18

The third section of Isaiah 
supplies the first lesson. 
To understand the read-

ing, it helps to be aware of the 
historical context surrounding 
the composition of this part of 
Isaiah. God’s Chosen People 
had been through very much 
in the past century or so. Their 
land, regarded by the devout as 
sacred because God gave it to 
the people, was conquered by 
invading pagans and defiled. 

The ensuing turmoil 
destroyed the social structure. 
Political independence was 
gone, totally. Untold num-
bers of people were killed. 

Many survivors were taken to 
Babylon, the capital of their 
Babylonian Empire, where they 
languished for four genera-
tions, far from their homeland 
and compelled to live in an 
atmosphere greatly unfriendly 
to their religion, scornful of all 
that they cherished. 

At long last, this enforced 
exile ended, but returning to 
the Holy Land was a hollow 
achievement. The land was 
poor and unproductive. Misery 
reigned. 

For much of this time, per-
sonal want and abuse defined 
this misery. Despair, depriva-
tion, and rage were every-
where. The prophets, such as 
the author of this writing, saw 
deprivation in another dimen-
sion, gnawing distress within 
human hearts longing for gen-
uine peace, hope, and a sense 
of strength and worth resulted 
from sin. 

This piercing anguish was 
not inevitable, believed the 
prophet. Relief followed real-
izing the reality of the almighty 
God of Israel, the source of all 
peace, joy, and hope, and by 

living accordingly. Nothing else 
worked. 

For its second reading, the 
Church offers a passage from 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
This epistle is a marvelous rev-
elation of God as the Trinity, 
and of Jesus, as Son of God, 
the true and full reflection on 
earth of the Father. 

In the third reading, the 
Church presents the first eigh-
teen verses of the Gospel of 
John. Each of the four Gospels 
has its own literary majesty, 
and in particular, inspired 
insight into the reality of 
Jesus and salvation, but none 
outdoes John for eloquence, 
and few passages in the long 
Gospel of John excel the liter-
ary glory of these first eighteen 
verses. 

These verses, read in today’s 
Masses, are magnificent 
because of the soaring and pro-
found wording by which they 
present the person and mission 
of Jesus. He is God’s wondrous 
gift to humankind, given in 
God’s eternal and unending 
love. He reigns in a realm far 
beyond the human ability to 

comprehend. 
Only in Jesus does existence 

have meaning, order, purpose, 
and a future. He is the light of 
the world. He is eternal. He is 
life. He is everything.

Reflection 
No holiday in this society, 

or in many others, equals 
Christmas, not Thanksgiving, 
the Fourth of July, or Memorial 
Day. 

When all the celebrations 
have ended, and all the gifts 
opened, it is good to pause and 
to ask if Advent had any effect 
on me? Am I closer to the 
Lord? Does Jesus, born 2,000 
years ago in Bethlehem, live 
in me, in my behavior, words, 
and thinking? 

Usually without much 
thought, many people during 
this season, and on this day, 
proclaim their dedication to 
Christ and their belief that the 
Precious Blood of Jesus, shed 
on Calvary, rescued them from 
eternal death, that Christ is the 
way, the truth, and the life, by 
wearing red coats, or shirts, or 

scarves, or caps. 
Red is the Christian color, 

symbolizing Christ, crucified for 
the salvation of all. Red has no 
reference whatsoever to a baby 
boy, or Bethlehem, yet it is the 
primary color of Christmas. 

Celebrating this unique day, 
ask why is Christmas so spe-
cial? Do we wear the Christian 
red sincerely? Is Christ truly my 
Savior, and Lord, born for me 
in my time?

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

He, the Eternal Light of the World, is Born

READINGS
Sunday - Christmas Day Is 52:7-10  
Ps 98:1-6 Heb 1:1-6 Jn 1:1-18
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 Ps 31: 
3cd-4, 6-8b, 16bc, 17 Mt 10:17-22    
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4 Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 
11-12 Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5 – 2:2 Ps 124:2-
5, 7b-8 Mt 2:13-18
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11 Ps 96:1-3, 5-6 
Lk 2:22-35
Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 Ps 128:1-5  
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21 PS 96:1-2, 
11-13 Jn 1:1-18

Live in the Spirit of 
Bob Cratchit this 
Christmas
Charles Dickens writes in 

the preface to his famous 
story “A Christmas Carol”: 

“I have endeavoured in this 
Ghostly little book, to raise 
the Ghost of an Idea, which 
shall not put my readers out of 
humour with themselves, with 
each other, with the season, 
or with me. May it haunt their 
houses pleasantly, and no one 
wish to lay it.” Memorable and 
nostalgic words indeed! 

Taken another way, 
Dickens’ words well describe 
the experience of Christmas for 
many Americans today. In this 
festive season, nonreligious 
Americans are haunted by “the 
ghost of an idea.” While many 
secular people today warmly 
embrace Christmas lights, 
Christmas dinners, Christmas 
concerts, and Christmas trees, 
the heart of Christmas remains 
far from them. While they have 
not rejected the festivity of 
Christ’s birth — nor even the 
festival’s most heartfelt mean-
ing so plainly manifest in the 
generosity of Giving Tuesday 
or myriad other acts of kind-
ness during the holidays — the 
true meaning of Christmas 
eludes them if they do not 
know Christ. 

Christianity has an open-
ing into peoples’ lives during 
Christmas. In the West, our 
religion has so shaped the cul-
tural imagination of the holiday 
season that this imagination 

unintentionally, unapologeti-
cally reflects the mystery of the 
Incarnation. However, for 
believers, the absence of Jesus 
Christ at the center of these fes-
tivities — “the true light which 
enlightens every man” (Jn 1:9) 
— is a cause for sorrow. 

We believers are the Bob 
Cratchits, the Nigel Fezziwigs, 
and the Nephew Freds of 
the world called to embrace 
the wonder of the coming of 
Christ’s birth with abundant 
joy. Each of us must ask: How 
do I encourage others to desire 
Christ, to seek out the reason 
for the season? It is at once our 
solemn duty and our great joy 
to take the opening that the 
customs of Christmas allow to 
introduce the grace of Christ 
into people’s lives. 

First, our spirit must be 
Cratchit’s spirit, not Scrooge’s! 
We must be joyful, gener-
ous, and persevering. In “A 
Christmas Carol,” Bob Cratchit 
never gives up on Scrooge. The 
dedicated scribe even toasts 
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Singing the Joys of Advent
The hymns of Advent often 

are rooted in biblical faith 
and filled with varied 

symbols and imagery pertinent 
to salvation history’s central 
themes — primarily focused 
on when our Savior came and 
expressive of our hope that 
He will come again. Advent’s 
hymns provide an opportunity 
for us to enrich our experi-
ence of the season. Take, for 
instance, the classic French 
Advent hymn “O Come Divine 
Messiah,” which gets to the 
heart of the season by express-
ing the urgency with which 
Christians should yearn for the 
Lord’s coming. It is a reminder 
that our lives must be defined 
by joyful expectation of that 
day when the Lord will come, 
a day “when hope shall sing 
its triumph and sadness flee 
away.” 

While it is often the case 
that the readings from Mass 
are used for meditation and 
deeper prayer, it also can be 
advantageous spiritually to 
meditate on Advent’s hymnody 
as an opportunity to deepen 
our understanding of the sea-
son’s themes.

‘On Jordan’s Bank’
The main theme of Advent 

is awaiting the coming of 
Christ. The season gets its 
name from the Latin word 
meaning “to come.” When 
Christ came among us many 
did not recognize Him. The 
Messiah awaited by the 
Israelites was expected to be 
a great warrior king, much 
like His ancestor King David. 

It was believed by many that 
the Messiah’s truest victory 
would be the advancement 
and successes of the Chosen 
People’s worldly kingdom. The 
most accurate description of 
the Messiah and His mission 
was foretold, however, by St. 
John the Baptist. And for that 
reason, the Church gives focus 
on his ministry each Advent, 
especially toward the beginning 
of the season.

Hymns like “On Jordan’s 
Bank” reiterate the central-
ity of St. John’s mission to 
prepare God’s people for the 
Messiah’s coming. St. John was 
a man of the wilderness who 
called people to conversion and 
repentance so that, in turn, 
they would be ready and able, 
without hesitation, to greet the 
Messiah when He came. 

Known as the Lord’s great 
forerunner for his pivotal role in 
announcing Christ’s coming, the 
themes of St. John the Baptist’s 
preparatory work for the 
Messiah’s arrival remain useful 
for our own preparation to greet 
the Lord when He comes again 
— both at the end of our lives 
and at the end of time. 

In the desert, along the river-
bank, St. John invites us all to be 
cleansed from sin, so that as we 
“make straight the way of God 
within” and be prepared to wel-
come and invite Christ to dwell 
therein. St. John’s pivotal role 
reminds us that the Lord has 
come to win our freedom and 
transform us so that we may 
allow His grace and blessing to 
“fill the world with love divine.” 

‘Creator of the Stars of 
Night’

St. John the Baptist was not 
the first prophetic biblical fig-
ure to announce the coming of 
the Lord, but he was the last 
in a long line of Old Testament 
prophets who heralded His 
coming. 

Sin demanded the need of 
a Messiah, as was manifested 
time and again in the Old 
Testament. Over and over, God 
would extend His love to His 
Chosen People by inviting them 
to renew their relationship with 
their Creator. The Israelites 
continually faced the harsh 
reality that God’s blessing is 
lost when anything other than 
Him is chosen. Humanity is at 
its worst when it deviates from 
His divine plan. 

One of the oldest hymns 
associated with the Advent 
season, “Creator of the Stars 
of Night,” reminds us of “the 
ancient curse” that “doom(ed) 
to death a universe.” Our 
celebration of Advent always 
should recall why we needed 

HEINLEIN, page 13

GUEST 
COLUMN

MICHAEL HEINLEIN



C O M M E N T A R Y 13December 25, 2022

 
 SCRIPTURE SEARCH® 

 

Gospel for December 25, 2022 
Luke 2:1-14 
 

Following is a word search based on the Gospel 
reading for Christmas, the Mass During the Night: 

the angelic announcement.  The words can be found 
in all directions in the puzzle. 

 
DECREE AUGUSTUS JOSEPH 
GALILEE BETHLEHEM DAVID 

CHILD BIRTH FIRSTBORN SON 
THE INN SHEPHERDS FIELDS 
WATCH ANGEL THE LORD 
AFRAID GREAT JOY A SIGN 

MULTITUDE PRAISING PEACE 
   

 

BETHLEHEM 
 

K G R E A T J O Y R K F 
P R A I S I N G O J W I 
E N S L E G N A O M L R 
A N F H I L Y S E U A S 
C A W I E L E H E L U T 
E D A O E P E J D T G B 
E L T H H L H E I I U O 
R I C C H O D E A T S R 
C H H T R I B S R U T N 
E C E D A V I D F D U S 
D B N T N G I S A E S O 
D R O L E H T H E I N N 

©  2022 TRI-C-A Publications; tri-c-a-publications.com 
 

The Our Sunday Visitor Editorial Board 
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and York Young.

a redeemer in the first place. 
Our celebration of Christmas 
is worthless sentimentality if 
we do not recognize our need 
for and dependence on the 
Messiah. 

Each of us is plagued by 
Adam and Eve’s original sin, 
an act marked by disobedience 
and distrust of God. Ultimately 
our first parents chose to 
believe that they knew better 
than God who created them. In 
so doing, they led humanity on 
the trajectory to find it easier 
to defy God’s will than to do it. 
This is manifested anew each 
time we sin by following in 
their dark footsteps. And yet, 
Advent is our opportunity to 
recognize our desire to return 
to Eden, yearning for freedom 
given by God, “Thy people’s 
everlasting light.” 

“The medicine,” referenced 
in the hymn, needed to restore 
humanity’s freedom will relieve 
humanity from the slavery 
to sin and death brought 
on by our first parents. God 
announced His plan to send a 
redeemer immediately after the 
Fall, in Genesis 3:15 — a verse 
known as the protoevangelium, 
meaning “the first Gospel,” or 
first Good News of Jesus Christ. 
In that passage, God says 
the serpent will receive his 
comeuppance for leading the 
woman of Eden astray. Part of 
our focus each Advent — and, 
indeed, throughout all our days 
— should be to invoke God’s 
help to “preserve us, while we 
dwell below, from every insult 
of the foe.” 

‘The Angel Gabriel 
from Heaven Came’

As evidenced in Eve’s temp-

tation, Satan’s sole desire — as 
the one who “will not serve” 
God — is to lead all other crea-
tures to follow down his path. 
His success with humanity 
began with our first parents’ 
first sin. But God announces 
that, even if Satan might think 
he won the day’s battle, he 
would lose the war. Ultimately, 
good would triumph when 
the woman and her offspring 
would triumph and deal a 
death blow to Satan. 

The tradition of the Church 
has come to understand this 
verse in light of Christ’s pas-
chal mystery, when on the 
cross He redeemed humanity 
and bought us back for God 
by the price of His own blood. 
Christ’s is the story of total 
obedience and total trust in 
God, even when the Father’s 
plan is not fully understood or 
known. He is the reversal of 
Adam’s sin, expressed in His 
traditional title as the “New 
Adam.” 

But from where did Christ 
learn this? From His mother 
Mary, who is known similarly 
as the “New Eve.” Mary untied 
the knot of Eve’s sin by clear-
ing the way of her Son and 
His work of redemption. At 
the Annunciation, when she 
was addressed by the angel 
Gabriel as “full of grace,” she 
became the icon of complete 
trust and confidence in God’s 
ways, responding with her 
“fiat” despite not knowing how 
it could unfold for a pregnant, 
unwed teen. This reality is 
the backdrop to the popular 
Marian hymns of Advent like 
the Basque carol “The Angel 
Gabriel from Heaven Came,” 
which repeatedly refers to 
Mary as “most highly favored 
lady.” As the one who is 
“full of grace” — the New 
Eve — no one yearned for the 

Messiah more than Mary. This 
alone earns her veneration by 
“Christian folk throughout the 
world” as someone from whom 
we must learn to be Christ’s 
disciples. 

‘O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel’

One of the most well-
known and beloved hymns of 
Advent is “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel.” No other tune 
might express the season’s 
sentiments more than its tradi-
tional setting. There is even a 
Mass setting composed to echo 
the hymn’s famous, widely-
used 1851 tune. 

The words of the hymn 
are much older, dating to the 
eighth century. There are 
seven verses, each constructed 
around an ancient title of God. 
These are based on scriptural 
references, constructed for use 
in the Liturgy of the Hours. 
These “O Antiphons” originally 
were written in Latin, the first 
letters of each divine title are 
taken to form an acronym, also 
in Latin — namely, “Ero cras” 
— which means, “Tomorrow I 
will come.” In many ways the 
“O Antiphons” and “O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel” tie together 
all the varied themes of Advent 
— presenting the image of a 
season that conjures up what 
it must have been like for 
Israel to await the long-awaited 
Messiah who would come 
and die to make men free and 
whose coming is awaited still 
by those who pattern their 
thoughts, words, and deeds on 
His example for humanity.

HEINLEIN, from page 12

his miserly patron — to his 
wife’s dismay — at the Cratchit 
Christmas dinner! That’s the 
spirit that should mark us all. 
Like Cratchit, we should be 
dogged, sincere, and guileless. 

Second, for those of us 
who live the deeper meaning 
of Christmas, we must not be 
afraid to lean into it. It’s easy 
to go to a Christmas gathering 
and let it be marked by the sur-
face signs of Christmas without 
its true significance. If you’re 
having a party, make sure that 
the prominent symbols of your 
house are Christian ones. Give 
your Nativity scene pride of 
place. Perhaps offer a prayer, or 
make sure that Christian carols, 
not secular chart-toppers, dom-
inate your playlist. Pause with 
your guests to read the story 
of Christ’s birth from Scripture, 
or share a quote from one of 
Pope Francis’ recent marvelous 
Christmas homilies. 

Third, allow this season 
to be marked by accompani-
ment, not controversy. With 
an inviting spirit and a warm, 
friendly tone, we can gently 
explain the meaning of the 
Christmas feast. Many of the 
symbols of Christmas bear 
something extraordinary from 
our Christian tradition. With 
a little research and conversa-
tional creativity, we can share 
the richness of our tradition 
naturally, in a way not possible 
at other times of year. 

Finally, for believers, 
Christmas is an entire season. 

To stand for the real meaning 
of Christmas, we must resist 
the temptation to be caught 
up in society’s belief that it is 
a one-day celebration. We can 
leave our decorations up for 
the duration of the Christmas 
season, thereby proclaiming 
a festival more meaningful 
and lasting than one passing 
day. We can send cards “late,” 
hold gatherings after Dec. 25, 
and listen to carols well into 
January, because for believers, 
Christmas is more than just 24 
hours. 

Father Gregory Nazienzen 
offers a pattern for our praise. 
He writes, “Christ is born, glo-
rify Him. Christ from heaven, 
go out to meet Him. Christ on 
earth; be exalted. Sing unto 
the Lord all the whole earth; 
and that I may join both in one 
word, Let the heavens rejoice, 
and let the earth be glad, for 
Him Who is of heaven and 
then of earth.” May our words 
and works in these coming 
days redound to the glory of 
Him who, out of love, made 
our humble human estate His 
home, that each of us, around 
the world, might better know 
Him and love Him.
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Michael R. Heinlein is Editor of 
Simply Catholic. Follow him on 
Twitter @HeinleinMichael.

JUAN DIEGO
FEAST DEC. 9

1474-1548

Baptized at 50, this Indian was walking 
to Mass on Dec. 9, 1531, when Mary 
appeared to him on Tepeyac Hill, 
near Mexico City. She asked him to 
petition the bishop for a shrine to be 
built there. But the bishop asked for 
a sign. On Dec. 12, Juan returned to 
Tepeyac; Mary told him to pick flowers 
blooming atop the hill and put them in 
his cloak to take to the bishop. When 
Juan opened the cloak, the flowers 
fell out and the image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe adorned his garment. 
This miraculous image is preserved 
in the famous basilica in Mexico City. 
Juan lived out his days as a hermit 
near the first chapel built there; he was 
canonized in 2002.
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish seeks a 
Full-Time Facilities Manager

(Beginning in May of 2023)

The Facilities Manager at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish/school 
in Fort Wayne is responsible for maintaining the parish/school 
and school buildings and grounds. The Facilities Manager 
performs and supervises tasks related to HVAC, electrical, 
plumbing, security, environmental, safety, custodial, and event 
coordination. This position requires a team player attitude, 
excellent interpersonal and communication skills, attention to 
details, and project coordination. 
The candidate: 
Must have good interpersonal skills and familiarity with 
the Church as an organization.

Must have knowledge of the Catholic Faith and be a 
participating Catholic in good standing with the Church. 

Must have a GED or High School Diploma and a 
minimum 3-5 years of experience working in the facilities 
management field and supervising others. 

For more information and to apply, visit: 
https://theapplicantmanager.com/jobs?pos=D1280   

Provided by Father Brian Isenbarger
Father Brian Isenbarger (back row, far right) and 10 medical personnel 
traveled on a medical mission trip to St. Vincent de Paul’s sister parish of 
Immaculate Conception in Aguanqueterique, Honduras, pastored by Father 
Angelo Falzon (front row, center).

in America. They may be poor, 
but they have each other, 
and they have their faith. I 
was struck by the closeness 
between Father Falzon and his 
people. He really was the dad 
of the community. The daily 
Masses were full, and they 
were all singing at the top of 
their lungs.” 

This joy that transcends 
social and economic class con-
tinues to inspire our diocesan 
parishes to generously sup-
port their sister parishes in 
need. For Father Isenbarger, 
his recent experience in 
Aguanqueterique ended up 
being just as much an exercise 
in contentment as it was a 
medical mission. All the proof 
he needed was in the smiles 
that surrounded him. 

Even those that were miss-
ing a few teeth.

MISSION, from page 11
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 REST IN PEACE
Fort Wayne 
Dorothy M. Azevedo 
Anderson, 97, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Delores Sohn-Densel, 
81, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton

Pat Becker, 81,  
St. Jude

Virginia Page, 96,  
St. Vincent de Paul

Mishawaka
Joanne Eichhorn, 70, 
St. Monica

South Bend 
Julie Breen, 75, Sacred 
Heart of Jesus

Maureen P. Vicsik, 80, 
Sacred Heart of Jesus,

Josue A. Garcia-
Magallon, 30,  
St. Adalbert

Jose Torres, 77,  
St. Adalbert

Wabash
JoAnne Pfaffenbach, 
79, St. Bernard

Epiphany Candlelight Choral Festival
MISHAWAKA — The Epiphany 
Candlelight Choral Festival 
resumes this year at St. Monica 
Church, 222 W. Mishawaka 
Ave., on Sunday, Jan. 8, at 
4 p.m. Admission is canned 
goods for the St. Vincent de 
Paul food pantry. Choirs from 
St. Monica, St. Bavo, and St. 
Joseph will be featured with all 
of the choirs singing together 
as the finale. Assembly par-
ticipation is part of the fun.  
A reception will follow in 
Columbus Hall. Contact St. 
Monica Parish Office at 574- 
255-2247 or krohrer@stmoni-
camish.org for information.

Epiphany Concert at St. Therese Church
FORT WAYNE — In celebration 
of the Christmas Season, an 
Epiphany Concert will be held 
on Sunday, Jan. 8, at 7 p.m., 
at St. Therese Catholic Church, 
2304 Lower Huntington Rd. 
The concert is free and open 
to the public. Under the direc-
tion of Music Director Beverly 
Rieger, the concert will feature 
guests Allen Goebbert, organ-
ist; David Ling, violinist; Lexie 
Signor, trumpet; and Renee 
Gonzales, vocalist.

‘Return’ Book Study
SOUTH BEND — Are you look-
ing for a successful strategy to 

help your adult child/children 
return to practicing the Catholic 
faith? Gather with fellow 
parents to discuss the book, 
“Return: How to Draw Your 
Child Back to the Church” by 
Brandon Vogt. This book study 
consists of six weekly sessions 
and will take place on Mondays 
from Jan. 9 to Feb. 13 at St. 
Thérèse Little Flower parish in 
South Bend. You can choose to 
attend either the 10 a.m. or the 
7 p.m. session. The book study 
is free of charge (including the 
book) and is co-sponsored by 
Marriage & Family Ministry 
and Ablaze Mission. To regis-
ter, visit www.ablazemission.
org/return.

JOIN US MONTHLY 
AS WE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS

7 p.m.  |  First Tuesday of the Month

St. Mother Theodore Guérin Chapel
1139 S. Calhoun St., Fort Wayne

September 7, 2021
Fr. Michael Ammer

October 5, 2021
Fr. Patrick Hake

November 2, 2021
Fr. Jay Horning

December 7, 2021
Deacon Jim Fitzpatrick

January 4, 2022
Fr. Daniel Koehl

February 1, 2022
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades

March 1, 2022
Fr. Stephen Felicichia

April 5, 2022
Fr. Keeton Lockwood

May 3, 2022
Fr. Tom Shoemaker

HOLY               HOURHOLY               HOUR

 
7 p.m.  |  First Tuesday of the Month

St. Mother Theodore Guérin Chapel 
1139 S. Calhoun St., Fort Wayne

The January 3 Holy Hour will be led by  
Father Daniel Koehl.

Cupertino Classic
SOUTH BEND — The annual 
Cupertino Classic priests vs. 
seminarians basketball game 
will take place on Tuesday, 
Dec. 27, at Saint Joseph High 
School, 453 N. Notre Dame 
Ave. The game starts at 6:30 
p.m. Join us for this great 
night of Catholic fellowship to 
encounter vocations and enjoy 
the game! All are invited to 
this free family-friendly event. 
Please pray for continued voca-
tions to the priesthood. For 
more information, visit diocese-
fwsb.org/cupertino.

Andrew Dinners Planned
FORT WAYNE — The Vocation 
Office is hosting two Andrew 
Dinners for young men age 
16-30 to come and learn more 

about seminary and the priest-
hood. If you or someone you 
know is interested in attending, 
talk to your pastor for more 
information. RSVP for the Fort 
Wayne dinner, Tuesday, Jan. 
3, or the Mishawaka dinner, 
Friday, Jan. 6, by Dec. 21 with 
Christine: cbonahoom-nix@
diocesefwsb.org. Visit diocese-
fwsb.org/discern for informa-
tion.

Ordination to the Permanent Diaconate
GRANGER — Bishop Kevin C. 
Rhoades will ordain 18 men 
to the permanent diaconate 
on Saturday, Jan. 7, at 11 a.m.  
The event is invite-only due to 
seating limitations, but all are 
invited to watch the live stream 
provided by St. Pius X Parish 
at twitch.tv/spxgrangerlive.

A Ministry-wide Christmas Gift Catalog
for The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

You can view all 31 gifts by visisting
www.poorhandmaids.org/donate

WORLDJoyTo
THE

SCAN HERE
To Donate or Learn More

31
Unique Gifts

Honor Someone Special

574.232.3354 
800.994.2687

www.wygants.com
Mary Green

               

          Fresh Cut Flowers  | Custom Silk Arrangements | Plants | Gourmet Fruit Baskets | Balloons | & more!

Owner



16 T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C December 25, 2022

COUNSELING STABILITY 
services services 

MIGRATION PRO-LIFE 
services services 

Catholic Charities has more than 
100 years of serving ALL those in 
need as Christ calls us to do. 

CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 
FORT WAYNE+ SOUTH BEND 

To learn more and support, visit www.ccfwsb.org 
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