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on Bishops’ Assembly Agenda

BALTIMORE (CNS) – Gathered 
in Baltimore for their fall gen-
eral assembly from Nov. 14-17, 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) elected new 
leadership, heard about the 
crisis in Ukraine, and what 
migrants face at the U.S. south-
ern border.

They also approved several 
liturgical items and OK’d the 
advancement of the sainthood 
causes of three Catholic women.

The prelates also discussed 
whether they should update 
“Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship,” their docu-
ment on the political responsibil-
ity of Catholics, issued every four 
years for the presidential election.

By an overwhelming major-

ity, the bishops voted to reissue 
the teaching document without 
revisions but to add supple-
mental materials and begin 
a process of reexamining the 
teaching document following 
the 2024 election.

Speaking from the floor, sev-
eral bishops said it must include 
what Pope Francis has said on 
critical issues of the day in his 
nearly 10 years as the successor 
to Peter.

But beyond the business 
agenda the bishops must attend 
to every year, there was a greater 
emphasis on prayer through-
out their four days together and 
changes in seating arrangements 

First Sunday 
of Advent

CNS photo/Bob Roller 
Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military 
Services smiles during a Nov. 15, 2022, news conference after being elected 
President of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops during the fall general 
assembly of the bishops in Baltimore. USCCB, page 3
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Elkhart Police Chaplains Provide 
Vital Ministry

Few can imagine the hor-
rors that police officers 
deal with on a daily basis. 

Most first responders experi-
ence tragedy and trauma mul-
tiple times on a shift. 

That was the reality shared 
by Elkhart Police Department’s 
Lt. Col. Todd Thayer and Asst. 
Chief Dan Milanese at a lun-
cheon held on Nov. 15 to bring 
awareness to the vital service 
provided by Lead Chaplain 
Jason Brooks and the chap-
lain team of the Elkhart Police 
Department. 

Brooks was a youth min-
ister at his church and has 
worked with the Elkhart Police 
Department chaplains since 
2012. In 2020, he became a 
full-time lead chaplain. 

Brooks is cousin to Jennifer 
Horoky, Director of Religious 
Education at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church in Elkhart. 
Horoky joined the effort of the 
recently formed organization 
Friends of Local Police to pro-
vide funding for the full-time 
lead chaplain and the chap-
laincy program. 

“They are not on the pay-
roll,” Horoky said. “They have 
to raise their own funds and 
they volunteer their time as 
missionaries. Many people 
don’t realize that or realize 
what chaplains do.”

At the luncheon held at 
the Hotel Elkhart, Brooks and 
the two officers spoke to the 
approximately 50 people in 
attendance about the chaplain-
cy program. Brooks said that 
aside from himself, the other 
chaplains are Jim Bontrager, 
who started the chaplaincy 
program at the Elkhart Police 
Department; Marta Cerda; Brad 
Ulrich; and Jeff Enfield, who 
was being sworn in that week. 

“Our mission is to serve 
those who serve us,” Brooks 
said. “Our focus is on the 
police officers and their fami-
lies first, and the community 
second.” 

He explained what the 
chaplains do, including sup-
porting officers during critical 
incidents; debriefing officers 
after critical incidents; provid-
ing encouragement, especially 
before major events; conduct-
ing weddings, funerals, and 
vow renewals; visiting hospi-
tals for employees and family 
members; training officers 
in stress management eth-
ics; offering prayers at special 
events; and acting as liaisons 
to the community. 

“Here’s what we don’t do,” 
Brooks continued, “We don’t 
shove religion down their 
throats, don’t tell others what 
to do with their lives unless 
requested, and we don’t assume 
a holier-than-thou attitude.”

He added that everything 
they do is faith-based, “but 
we’re entering into their world 
and we meet them where 
they’re at. Faith comes up usu-
ally when they bring it up.”

He then shared stages of 
a police officer’s career in 
terms of attitude and how 
that changes their world view, 
causing some to become angry, 
hardened, and cynical. Brooks 
shared statistics that show 
in an average small town, an 
officer will be involved in 188 
critical incidents in his or her 
career. 

“The stuff they do is abnor-
mal and we expect them to act 
normal,” he said.

The suicide rate is double 
the deaths of officers killed in 
the line of duty and 32 per-
cent have relationship issues, 
according to Brooks. 

To help reduce those sta-
tistics, the Elkhart Police 
Department has a psychology 
resilience plan that is shared 
with new hires, as well as a 
spouse academy. Officers are 
trained for peer support roles 
and work with retirees, prepar-
ing them for a second career. 
He shared specific critical inci-
dents that he was on hand for 
saying, “I was able to be there 
because I don’t have a 9 to 5 
(job).”

Thayer has been with the 
force for 31 years. He recalled 
when asked to take Brooks on 
a ride-along that he advised 
Brooks that he’d need time and 
patience to develop trust and 
relationships with the officers. 

“That would be the biggest 
hurdle,” Thayer told him, “It’s 
hard to see God and the love of 
Christ with what we do — we 
deal with the evil.”

However, he told Brooks, 
even the most hard-hearted 
officers would hit a point of 
need and they’d reach out to 
him. 

“It’s unbelievable what we 
see in a career — if we didn’t 
have these people, we’d have 
a lot more dead cops,” Thayer 
said. 

While other departments 
might have chaplains, Elkhart 
Police Department has a 
unique chaplaincy program, 
and Bontrager goes all over the 
country sharing it with other 
departments.

Thayer said, “They’re mak-
ing a difference in this profes-
sion — we have something 
special in Elkhart.”

In his talk, Milanese spoke 
from an administrative view-
point, particularly about continu-
ing to secure resources for the 
program to grow it and make 
it better. He has Brooks in the 
room when they discuss policies. 

He also spoke of the unique-
ness of Elkhart’s chaplaincy 
program, which was a factor in 
his decision to join the force. 
He was a member of another 
local department and after 
being involved in a critical 
incident, he didn’t recall their 
chaplain reaching out to him, 
but three days later, Bontrager 
stopped in to check on him. 

“The time that we have 
[Brooks] in the building — I 
can’t put a price on that,” he 
concluded.

Chris Welch of the Friends 
of Local Police organization 
spoke briefly, saying, “We’re 
all here because of community, 
and that means being safe.” He 
asked those present to support 
the chaplaincy. “They are key 
contributors, and they’re not 

paid.”
He explained that Friends of 

Local Police is a donor-advised 
fund through the Elkhart 
County Community Foundation 
and those who wish to support 
them can do so through the 
foundation and choose FOLP’s 
fund. 

Brooks added that prayer 
support is also greatly needed. 
“I long for every Elkhart Police 
Department’s officer to experi-
ence God’s very best for their 
emotional, physical, and spiri-
tual well-being.”

Welch concluded, “We have 
a whole staff of chaplains who 
don’t get paid — we owe it to 
them to honor them.” 

St. Thomas the Apostle’s 
Deacon Jim Fuchs also attended 
the luncheon and commented 
afterwards, “This is a great 
ecumenical effort.” 

BY DENISE FEDOROW

To learn more or 
to donate to the Elkhart 
Police Chaplains, visit 
www.folpelkhart.com/
chaplain or go to the 
Elkhart County Community 
Foundation website at 
www.inspiringgood.org/
give-online/.  Under tab 
4 “Amount & Designate”, 
select “Friends of the Local 
Police.”  There is an annual 
goal of $50,000 to cover 
salaries, FICA, training, 
outreach, and future 
growth of the program.

Photos by Denise Fedorow 
Approximately 50 people attend a luncheon in support of the Elkhart 
Police Department’s Chaplaincy Program.

Elkhart Police Department’s Asst. 
Chief Dan Milanese tells attend-
ees at a luncheon to raise aware-
ness and support for the chap-
laincy program how priceless it 
is to have a full-time chaplain in 
the building.
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Public schedule of 
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 

Tuesday, Nov. 29: 10 a.m. – Advent Day of Recollection, St. 
Martin de Porres Church, Syracuse

Wednesday, Nov. 30: Noon – Meeting of Diocesan Finance 
Council, Best Western Plus, Warsaw

Wednesday, Nov. 30: 5 p.m. – Mass, Holy Cross 
Community, Corby Hall, University of Notre Dame

Thursday, Dec. 1: 11 a.m. – Mass for Permanent Deacons 
and Profession of Faith and Oath of Fidelity, The 
Canonical Retreat at Lindenwood

Saturday, Dec. 3: 10 a.m. – Confirmation Mass, St. Charles 
Borromeo Church, Fort Wayne

Sunday, Dec. 4: 10:30 a.m. – Mass and Lunch with Saint Vincent 
de Paul Youth Group, Archbishop Noll Center, Fort Wayne

‘People’s Priest’ Father 
David Carkenord 
Passes into Eternity
Sixty years is a long time to 

serve in priestly ministry, 
and not long after celebrat-

ing this great milestone this 
year, Father David Carkenord 
passed into eternal life on Nov. 
16. 

A native of Fort Wayne, 
Father Carkenord came through 
St. Jude Catholic School and 
Central Catholic High School 
before transferring to Our 
Lady of the Lake Seminary 
in Syracuse in his sophomore 
year. He was ordained in 1962 
and served first as Associate 
Pastor of St. Henry Parish, then 
Associate Pastor of Queen of 
Angels, both in Fort Wayne. 
He also served as an advocate 
on the tribunal, Director of 
Cemeteries, and Episcopal Vicar 
for Vicariate D for a time. 

Many of his priestly years, 
however, were spent minister-
ing to the people of St. Michael 
the Archangel in Waterloo, 
beginning in 1989, and he 
lived there while serving as 
Administrator of St. Mary of 
the Angels in Big Long Lake. 
During his time in Waterloo, 
he oversaw renovations of the 
church.

He retired in 2018 due to 
health issues, undergoing 
quadruple bypass surgery. He 
spent some time recovering at 
Sacred Heart Home in Avilla 
and returned to Waterloo for 
a retirement celebration, the 
only time current St. Michael 
the Archangel Pastor Father 
Vincent Joseph Rathappillil, 
V.C. met him.

Parishioners from St. 
Michael the Archangel shared 
a loving and heartfelt tribute to 
the man who served them for 
years. Marge Emeick knew him 
well. “He was just a people’s- 
person pastor,” she said of 
him. “He approached us with 
his humanness, he was there 
for everybody. He was awe-
some. … He was a real people’s 
priest.”

She spoke of a first 
responders group that Father 

Carkenord hosted at the par-
ish, where he spent time with 
policemen and firefighters to 
work through some of the 
hardships they had experienced 
on the job.

Marge’s husband Russ 
thought of Father Carkenord as 
a friend. “If you wanted some-
one to talk to, Father Dave was 
more than happy to sit and 
spend time with you.”

Karen Nicole said that “He 
was a priest who cared about 
the normal people and made 
everything understandable in 
his homilies.” Those homilies, 
according to Dave Ford, were 
“short and sweet and to the 
point.”

Donna Garman recalled how 
good he was with the children 
of the parish. “He always had 
time to talk to you.”

Father Carkenord had been 
at the parish for so long – near-
ly 30 years in various capaci-
ties – that he “baptized our 
kids, married them, and had 
begun to baptize our grandchil-
dren,” said Tonya Buchs.

“Father Dave was the priest 
that God meant all priests 
to be,” declared Jackie Hoff, 
another member of the parish. 
“He was the most compassion-
ate man I’d ever met.”

to promote “fraternal dialogue.”
Each day of the meet-

ing ended with vespers, and 
throughout the plenary, there 
also was 24-hour Eucharistic 
Adoration, which was instituted 
at their 2021 assembly. There 
were also less formal bishop-
media encounters.

“The plenaries are busi-
ness meetings, but they are 
not just business meetings,” 
James Rogers, the USCCB’s 
Chief Communications Officer, 
told Catholic News Service. “The 
bishops are recognizing that it’s 
also about discernment, about 
group discussion, about listening 
to one another, and about listen-
ing to the Holy Spirit.”

Their first public session took 
place on the afternoon of Nov. 
15 and opened with an address 
by Archbishop Christophe Pierre, 
the papal nuncio, followed by 
Archbishop José H. Gomez 
of Los Angeles, the outgoing 
President of the USCCB.

The nuncio told the bishops 
that “as we live through a time 
of accelerated change,” spread-
ing the Gospel message is par-
ticularly important.

One way to determine if the 
Church is following its mis-
sionary role is to look at how 
local churches are functioning 
as evangelizing communities, 
something he said is especially 
evident in the current eucharistic 
revival in the United States.

In his final presidential 
address, Archbishop Gomez 
described images of conflict, 
changes, and challenges he saw 
during his three-year term.

He spoke of the pandemic, “a 
long season of unrest in our cit-
ies,” a contentious presidential 
election as well as “deepening 
political, economic, and cultural 
divisions”, war in Europe, a 
refugee crisis, and “the overturn-
ing of Roe v. Wade.”

He raised alarm over what 
he saw as a U.S. society mov-
ing “hard and fast toward an 
uncompromising secularism,” 
adding that “traditional norms 
and values are being tested like 
never before.”

But “it is not inevitable that 
our country will fall into secular-
ism. The vast majority of our 
neighbors still believe in God,” 
he said. “Tens upon tens of mil-
lions of Catholics still serve God 
every day, and we are making a 
beautiful difference in the life of 
this country.

In their elections, the bishops 
chose Archbishop Gomez’s suc-
cessor – Archbishop Timothy P. 
Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese 
for the Military Services. He was 
elected from a slate of 10 nomi-
nees, winning with 138 votes.

In subsequent voting, 
Archbishop William E. Lori of 
Baltimore was elected USCCB Vice 
President. He won the post on the 
third ballot by 143-96 in a runoff 
with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend.

Under USCCB bylaws, the 
vice president is elected from 
the remaining nine candidates. 

Archbishop Lori succeeds Detroit 
Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron as 
vice president.

The outgoing USCCB officers 
completed their three-year terms 
at the conclusion of the assem-
bly, and their successors began 
their three-year terms.

Archbishop Broglio told 
reporters a few hours after he 
was elected that he is willing 
to meet with public officials, 
including President Joe Biden, 
to discuss public policy issues of 
concern to the Church.

“I don’t see my role as politi-
cal, but if there is any way to 
insert the Gospel into all aspects 
of life in our country, I certainly 
will not miss any occasion to 
do that,” he said, adding that 
Archbishop Gomez had desired 
to meet with Biden, but that 
such an opportunity did not 
present itself since Biden’s elec-
tion two years ago.

“I intend to continue the good 
work that Archbishop Gomez 
began, I think, by giving us a 
good example of listening but 
then of leading. I think I will 
just try to continue in that same 
vein,” Archbishop Broglio said.

The afternoon public session 
ended with an acknowledge-
ment of the 20th anniversary 
of the drafting and passage of 
the “Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People,” 
with prayer and reflection led 
by Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of 
Newark, New Jersey.

The prelates also heard 
poignant remarks from Mark 
Williams, a survivor of sexual 
abuse by a Catholic priest. He 
told the bishops he was “grateful 
and encouraged by the work you 
are doing to rid abuse from our 
beloved Church.”

Bishop James V. Johnston 
Jr. of Kansas City-St. Joseph, 
Missouri, outgoing Chairman of 
the Committee on the Protection 
of Children and Young People, 
said the past 20 years have been 
a time of growth, awareness, 
examination, and conversion 
as the Church has worked to 
provide a safe environment and 
restore justice.

During their public sessions 
on Nov. 15 and 16, the bishops 

heard several reports on:
— Preparations for next 

October’s world Synod of 
Bishops on synodality.

— The ongoing war in 
Ukraine.

— The three-year National 
Eucharistic Revival, which is 
now under way at the diocesan 
level and will culminate in the 
National Eucharistic Congress in 
Indianapolis in 2024.

— The pro-life landscape after 
the Dobbs decision overturned 
Roe v. Wade.

Because he was elected 
USCCB Vice President, 
Archbishop Lori’s term as Pro-
Life Chair ended. Bishop Michael 
F. Burbidge of Arlington, 
Virginia, was elected his succes-
sor as chairman on Nov. 16.

Among liturgical action 
items before them, the bishops 
approved English and Spanish 
versions of “Lay Ministry to the 
Sick,” a collection of texts taken 
from other liturgical books. They 
also approved new Mass texts 
for the feasts of Our Lady of 
Loreto (Dec. 10) and the recently 
canonized St. Paul VI (May 29).

The approved texts now 
advance to the Vatican’s 
Dicastery for Divine Worship and 
the Sacraments for a “recognitio” 
before they can be used in the 
United States.

The bishops also voted on 
Nov. 16 for chairmen-elect of 
six standing committees, includ-
ing Bishop Rhoades for the 
Committee for Religious Liberty. 
Each chairman-elect will begin 
their three-year term as chair-
men at the end of the 2023 fall 
general assembly.

The bishops also gave their 
assent in voice votes to the 
advancement of three sainthood 
causes:

— Mother Margaret Mary 
Healy Murphy, founder of the 
Sisters of the Holy Spirit and 
Mary Immaculate, the first order 
of women religious in the state 
of Texas.

— Cora Louise Evans, a 
California laywoman who was 
a wife, a mother, and possible 
mystic.

— North Dakota laywoman 
Michelle Duppong.

USCCB, from page 1

CNS photo/Bob Roller
Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori, Chairman of the U.S. bishops’ 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities, speaks during a Nov. 15 news confer-
ence at a session of the fall general assembly of the bishops in Baltimore. 
Archbishop Lori was elected the new vice president of the conference during 
the assembly.

FATHER DAVID CARKENORD
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St. Margaret’s House – A Closeknit Community of 
Women and Their Children

“What do women do 
at St. Margaret’s 
House?” a report-

er once asked its founder, 
Episcopalian Deacon Sarah 
Tracy.

“It’s not what we do,” Tracy 
shot back. “It’s who we are 
together.”

Greeters record the names 
of every woman who walks 
through the door, and everyone 
is valued for her unique gifts 
and experiences, not catego-
rized in terms of her problems 
and needs. Guests, staff, and 
volunteers form a lively com-
munity that specializes in 
supportive hugs. For the 25th 
anniversary in 2015, several 
doors were covered with por-
traits of every guest during 
that entire time. More recently, 
Saint Joseph High School Fine 
Arts Teacher Mary K. Kagel 

took stunning photos of every 
willing guest. These have been 
transferred to fabric, decorated 
with embroidery, and framed. 
A staff member remarked, “It’s 
amazing how transformative 
it is when you look for the 
beauty in each woman.”

During a tour of the once-
dingy and dilapidated industrial 
building refurbished to make a 
cheery, welcoming home space, 
one could see children play-
ing, a woman sleeping soundly 
on a couch, a college student 
organizing donated toiletries, 
friends sitting at a table catch-
ing up with each other, an art-
ist putting the finishing touches 
on a silk scarf, older ladies pre-
paring to dish up a hot lunch, 
and a potential volunteer learn-
ing about the many ministries 
of St. Margaret’s House, named 
for the 11th-century Scottish 
queen and mother of eight who 
was a skilled needlewoman 
with a heart for the poor. St. 

Margaret’s House operates as a 
day center for women and chil-
dren in dire poverty.

Deacon Tracy’s vision for 
St. Margaret’s House came 
from seeing women hanging 
around downtown during the 
day with nowhere to go and 
nothing to do. She enlisted aid 
from friends to clean a small 
area in an unused building and 
bring sandwiches to hand out 
at lunchtime. Despite wide-
spread distribution of flyers, it 
was more than two weeks after 
opening the doors in June of 

1990 before anyone came. But 
the first woman brave enough 
to walk in, a single mother 
who needed to do her laundry, 
felt so welcome that four days 
later, she was asking if she 
could become a regular volun-
teer.

Open from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. every weekday, St. 
Margaret’s House has guest 
services staff who spend time 
after lunch with each new 
woman, learning about her 
interests and telling her about 
in-house services, classes, and 

gatherings. Some women make 
117 N. Lafayette their mailing 
address. Referrals are made to 
other agencies that can assist 
with everything from emergen-
cy housing to legal representa-

tion. St. 
Margaret’s 
House has 
long and 
strong 
connec-
tions 
with the 
YWCA of 
Northern 

Indiana’s shelter for abused 
women, the Christ Child 
Society, Motels4Now, Hope 
Ministries, and many other 
agencies.

Although the founders and 
the empty building belonged 
to the Episcopal Cathedral of 
St. James in downtown South 
Bend, it wasn’t long before 
local Catholics became involved 
in the center’s mission. The 
current Executive Director, 
Katie Elliot, and several of 
the 14-member paid staff are 
Catholic, and parishes includ-
ing St. Pius X in Granger and 
South Bend parishes Sacred 
Heart, St. Jude, St. Augustine, 
Christ the King, Corpus Christi, 
and St. Thérèse Little Flower 
have long supported the out-
reach with their prayers, finan-
cial gifts, labor, and material 
goods, as have the Sisters of 
the Holy Cross. The children 
of St. Margaret’s House have a 
brighter Christmas because of 
several parish Giving Trees. St. 

BY JILL A. BOUGHTON
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High-Efficiency Windows

Save on your energy bills now and let your windows pay for themselves later.
With the high cost of today’s cooling and 
heating bills, our high-efficiency vinyl windows 
pay for themselves in practically no time at all!

 And right now, we’re offering Zero Percent 
Down and 0% Interest For One Full Year.

So, you save on your energy bills now, and let your 
windows pay for themselves later. What a concept!
Call today for a free estimate or call the store for details.
 Bushey’s will donate $50 to Catholic Charities for 
an order of five or more windows. 
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Stories Within Stories by Jim Shore (United States). Image courtesy of � e Marian Library (Dayton, Ohio); used with permission.

The Marian Library/
International Marian Research Institute
University of Dayton - Dayton, OH

A Digital Journey for Advent and Christmas

From the fi rst Sunday of Advent through Jan. 9, 2023, 
receive a daily email from the McGrath Institute for 
Church Life highlighting a Nativity scene from a 
diff erent part of the world, accompanied by a refl ective 
description and a brief prayer. Join a community of 
faithful from across the globe and experience the beauty 
of God’s love for you.

Visit mcgrath.nd.edu/creche to sign up
and get a daily Nativity scene

delivered to your inbox.

Provided by Cathy Hall
A young boy receives lunch at St. Margaret’s House.
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Patrick Parish opened its doors 
as an emergency warming 
space during a very cold spell. 
Saint Joseph and Marian High 
School students volunteer regu-
larly at the shelter. Third grad-
ers at St. Joseph Grade School 
have adopted this as their 
project for the year. They tour 
in small groups and gather the 
items most in need at a given 
time, whether books, mittens, 
or deodorant. They send things 
for Valentine’s Day, and make 
personalized placemats for the 
annual Thanksgiving feast. 
Two young ladies who first 
learned about St. Margaret’s 
House in third grade are now 
very involved as university 
students.

Before lunch, everyone gath-
ers in the dining room. It is a 
time for announcements and 
sharing victories, needs, and 
prayer requests. One day, one 
woman wanted to know where 
she could vote. Another shared 
that her granddaughter’s mur-
derer had finally been appre-
hended, news greeted with 
many hugs. A third launched 
into a heartfelt grace before 
lunch.

St. Margaret’s House has 
evolved organically. It was the 
guests’ idea to assign chores. 
As one remarked, “I’m impor-
tant. I fill the salt and pepper 
shakers.” Faithfulness to her 
job for a month entitles each 
woman to receive a bag of toi-
letries and “shop” in the cloth-
ing boutique. 

In-kind donations come 
from countless individuals and 
also from Whole Foods and 

the Food Bank of Northern 
Indiana. Goodwill picks up 
donations St. Margaret’s House 
can’t use, like men’s cloth-
ing, in exchange for vouch-
ers women can use for items 
too large to carry through 
the streets or on the bus that 
brings most women to St. 
Margaret’s House.

In the art room, master art-
ists supervise the creation of 
silk scarves that are sold on 
Etsy as well as at local craft 
bazaars. A world map on the 
wall in this room has marks for 
places all over the world where 
those scarves are now worn. 
Guests often find art activities 
healing.

At St. Margaret’s House, 
women can bathe, shower, 
or launder clothes. Yoga and 
movement/dance sessions are 
popular. Community-building 
“circles” build trust and friend-
ship. The 28-week S.E.L.F. pro-
gram addresses safety, emo-
tional awareness, and dealing 
with loss so that women can 
move on to hope for the future.

St. Margaret’s House is 
open to any woman and 
her children, no questions 
asked. There is no proselytiz-
ing, but the ministry is firmly 
anchored in the Gospel values 
of Matthew 25: giving food 
and drink to the hungry and 
thirsty, welcoming the stranger 
and clothing the naked — lit-
erally. Director of Marketing 
Cathy Hall remembers a time 
when she quickly covered a 
woman who emerged from the 
shower without realizing there 
were repairmen on the floor; 

men aren’t usually allowed, 
even teenage sons unless it is 
summer vacation.

Besides regular contribu-
tions from many churches, fun-
draising events have included 
an annual winter walk, which 
has sometimes included city 
officials in high heels “walk-
ing a mile in her shoes”, and a 
May “Undie 500” that brought 
in 3,000 pairs of new under-
wear. “The Common Thread” 
this fall featured storytelling 
by volunteers and guests alike, 
sharing how this community 
has impacted their lives. Guests 
credit it for everything from 
sobriety to regaining custody of 
their children, and volunteers 
and staff agree. 

“I first came with the inten-
tion of helping others,” admits 
Hall, “but then we started shar-
ing our lives.” 

She credits St. Margaret’s 
House with her decision to earn 
a graduate degree in visual 
communications to comple-
ment her undergrad degree 
in English and writing. After 
working for a travel agency for 
several years, she returned to 
St. Margaret’s House wanting 
to do purposeful work – some-
thing that made a difference.

In 2021, 161 volunteers 
served 1,200 guests and 
29,000 meals; with the easing 
of COVID restrictions, those 
numbers are trending upward. 
The 80 women and children 
who drop in every day are 
grateful for the warm welcome 
they receive. So are the volun-
teers.

Human Trafficking Lecture Brings Insights on Modern Slavery

The first question world-
renowned human traf-
ficking expert Father Jeff 

Bayhi is usually asked after he 
delivers a lecture is, “We don’t 
have that here, do we?” 

The second question is 
often, “The young people being 
trafficked — they’re not our 
children, are they?”

On Nov. 16, Father Bayhi 
showed an audience of law 
students at the University of 
Notre Dame how the atroci-
ties of human trafficking reach 
even South Bend, Indiana, 
through a presentation called 
“Humanity as Commodity: The 
Modern Form of Slavery.”

Father Bayhi is the founder 
of Metanoia Manor, a residen-
tial facility in Louisiana that 
provides a place of refuge for 
young women who have been 
victims of human trafficking by 
supporting them with mental, 
physical, and spiritual health, 
instruction in academics, life 
skills, and job training.

There are an estimated 48 
million enslaved people world-
wide, with an average age of 
11-14. While many believe it 
to be an issue primarily over-

seas, hundreds of thousands 
are enslaved in the United 
States, with 42 percent of these 
American human trafficking 
victims trafficked by their own 
parents. 

Often, parental trafficking 
involves children solicited for 
sexual favors by family, family 
friends, and other acquain-
tances.

In child trafficking world-
wide, the victims’ legal docu-
ments and identification are 
usually taken. Many of these 
victims are then taken away 
to different countries, far from 
their families and communities. 
They must repay their traf-
ficker for their own transporta-
tion expenses in exchange for 
freedom.

According to Father Bayhi, 
the average amount of sexual 
favors required for a young 
Nigerian woman is 5,000. For 
Albanians, Bulgarians, and 
Romanians, it’s about 3,000. 

“But you never finish pay-
ing. When they do let you 

sleep, they charge you every 
night for where you sleep,” he 
said. “And when they do give 
you something to eat, they 
charge you for every meal you 
eat. You never really do get 
caught up. If you do escape, 
your family will be killed. And 
they do kill the families.”

Other threats of violence 
keep millions in forced slavery 
across the world. In some plac-
es, a refusal to perform could 
lead to the amputation of the 
victim’s hands and feet.

A common thread within 
human trafficking worldwide, 
including in the United States, 
is the psychological and often 
physical manipulation that 
makes escape nearly impos-
sible for victims. Only an esti-
mated .04 – 2 percent of vic-
tims successfully escape.

Even after they can escape 
or are rescued, the psychologi-
cal distress and trauma form a 

1stsource.com/we-can-help
Member FDIC

CAN YOU 
PLAN MY 

RETIREMENT?
We can help!

BY MICHELLE MCDANIEL

Michelle McDaniel

TRAFFICKING, page 14
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Defend the Country, 
Defend Your Hearts, 
Cardinal Says at Mass 
for Ukraine
VATICAN CITY (CNS) – The 
Vatican is willing to do whatev-
er it takes to broker a cease-fire 
and bring an end to the war on 
Ukraine, Pope Francis said. “We 
are continually watching as the 
situation evolves” concerning 
ways the Vatican’s diplomatic 
efforts could help, he said in an 
interview with the Italian news-
paper La Stampa. Vatican News 
published the interview on Nov. 
18. The Vatican Secretariat of 
State is working diligently every 
day, looking at every possibil-
ity, and “giving weight to every 
opening that could lead to a 
real cease-fire and real nego-
tiations,” he said. “The Holy 
See is willing to do everything 
possible to mediate and end 
the conflict in Ukraine. We are 
trying to develop a network of 
relationships that will foster 
a rapprochement between the 
parties, to find solutions. Also, 
the Holy See does what it must 
to help the prisoners,” he said, 
as well as provide humanitarian 
support “for the people of tor-
mented Ukraine, whom I carry 
in my heart along with their suf-
fering.” Asked about the pros-
pects for reconciliation between 
Russia and Ukraine, the pope 
said, “I have hope. Let’s not 
resign ourselves, peace is pos-
sible. But we must all strive 
to demilitarize hearts, starting 
with our own, and then defuse, 
disarm violence. We must all be 
pacifists,” he said.

Cardinal Dolan Says 
Senate’s Marriage Bill 
Threatens Religious 
Liberty
WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNS) – 
A bill on same-sex marriage 
advancing in the Senate is “a 
bad deal for the many coura-
geous Americans of faith and 
no faith who continue to believe 
and uphold the truth about 
marriage in the public square 
today,” said New York Cardinal 
Timothy M. Dolan. “It is deeply 
concerning that the U.S. Senate 
has voted to proceed toward 
potential passage of the Respect 
for Marriage Act, which would 
essentially codify the Supreme 
Court’s ruling in Obergefell (in 
2015) that found a constitu-
tional right to same-sex civil 
marriages,” the cardinal said 
on Nov. 17. The Respect for 
Marriage Act “does not strike 
a balance that appropriately 
respects our nation’s commit-
ment to the fundamental right 
of religious liberty,” said the 
cardinal, who is Chairman of 
the U.S. bishops’ Committee for 
Religious Liberty. The Senate 
advanced the measure with a 
62-37 vote on Nov. 16. A final 
vote will take place after the 
Thanksgiving holiday. Every 

Democrat supported it, and they 
were joined by 12 Republicans 
after they worked out an amend-
ment they said would protect 
religious freedom. These sena-
tors “have claimed that their 
amended bill ‘respects and pro-
tects American’s religious liber-
ties,’ but the provisions of the 
act that relate to religious liberty 
are insufficient,” Cardinal Dolan 
said. Obergefell “created count-
less religious liberty conflicts, 
but the act offers only limited 
protections,” he said.

West Must Act to Stop 
Terrorism, Nigerian 
Bishop Says at Launch 
of Report
LONDON (CNS) – Nigeria is 
at risk of following the fate of 
Afghanistan and being over-
run by Islamist insurgents 
unless the West acts firmly 
to prevent terrorist violence 
there, an African bishop told 
British politicians. Bishop Jude 

Arogundade of Ondo, Nigeria, 
said the Christians of his coun-
try are suffering persecution 
so intense that it bordered 
on genocide. “The Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of Nigeria 
has spoken against the unprec-
edented insecurity situation in 
Nigeria repeatedly but to no 
avail,” he said in a Nov. 16 
speech in a committee room of 
the Houses of Parliament. “We 
have walked for life, protested, 
and even called the President 
(Muhammadu Buhari) to resign 
if he is incapable of fulfilling 
the basic purpose of govern-
ment – the security of lives 
and properties of citizens. Even 
at that, nothing has changed,” 
he said. “With 3,478 people 
killed as of June this year and 
the increased cases of terror 
thereafter,” he said he strongly 
wished to appeal to the U.K. 
government and “all people of 
goodwill to compel the Nigerian 
government to stop the geno-
cide. Or, in the least, ask for 
help from other countries before 
Nigeria is overrun, as is the case 
of Afghanistan.”

Migrants from Middle 
East Fear Tightening of 
Restrictions in Sweden
MALMÖ, Sweden (CNS) – A 
visitor coming from the Middle 
East to Malmö could feel quite 
at home with great falafel lov-
ingly made by proud Palestinian 
owners of Falafel No. 1, reput-
edly the best offered in Sweden. 
Or a visitor could buy Arabic, 
Turkish, Indian, and other for-
eign foodstuffs from a mall in 
Rosengard, a district drawing 
a vast array of ethnicities and 
migrant communities. Home 
to more than 170 nationali-
ties among its 350,000 inhabit-
ants, this multicultural city on 
Sweden’s southern coast has 
drawn refugees fleeing conflict 
and religious persecution at 
home. But now Sweden’s newly 
elected government is propos-
ing to tighten restrictions on 
immigration, threatening asy-
lum-seekers’ hopes of a safe 
haven. In the past, Sweden has 
been viewed as Europe’s most 

welcoming country for refugees. 
Afghans here who have firmly 
established Christian convic-
tions and professions of faith 
attested to by their churches 
told Catholic News Service they 
feel particularly vulnerable as 
they struggle to be granted asy-
lum in Sweden. Rights activ-
ists familiar with the challenges 
Afghans face with migration in 
Sweden point out there is a 4-5 
times greater risk of rejection 
for Afghan adults, even young 
adults, compared to those who 
are still younger than 18. The 
change in migration policy due 
to the election comes as Open 
Doors, a leading persecution 
research watchdog, warns that 
Afghanistan is now the most 
dangerous place in the world 
to be a Christian. This follows 
the militant Taliban takeover 
of the country in August 2021 
in the wake of the abrupt 
U.S. military withdrawal. So, 
any return there would likely 
mean certain death, as would a 
return to neighboring Iran. “We 
have already noticed that most 
political parties have changed 
their attitude toward immigra-
tion,” Swedish Cardinal Anders 
Arborelius told CNS.

U.S. Ukrainian Catholic 
Prelate Says Russian 
War Against Nation is 
Genocide
BALTIMORE (CNS) – A 
Ukrainian Catholic archbishop 
asked his fellow U.S. bish-
ops on Nov. 16 to pray for 
Ukraine, and, if possible, to 
go to Ukraine and pray there 
for its people, inviting them on 
a trip he is embarking on in 
February. What Ukrainians are 
facing amounts to genocide, he 
said. In Baltimore, on the sec-
ond and last public day of the 
fall general assembly of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference of Bishops, 
Archbishop Borys Gudziak 
of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
thanked the bishops and their 
leadership for spearhead-
ing U.S. Catholic support for a 
nation under attack by Russia 
since February. He spoke of 
the hospital, schools, cities, and 
lives snuffed out or destroyed 
in Ukraine since Russia began 
attacking it. “Ukraine was like a 
lamb,” he said, having reduced 
its army because it was not 
interested in fighting with any-
one. “It was not interested in 
aggression. It wants nothing 
from Russia.” But under attack, 
it has come to embody the best 
of Catholic social doctrine, he 
said, organizing, mobilizing, 
and being part of a worldwide 
movement of solidarity that 
seeks to help David triumph 
over Goliath. “Russia is the last 
of the European empires, and 
scandalously it is the last to use 
the Gospel, the Church, to jus-
tify colonialism,” he said.

News Briefs
Nigerian Catholic Community Helps Victims of Floods

CNS photo/Temilade Adelaja, Reuters 

Residents wade through floodwaters in Obagi, Nigeria, Oct. 21, 2022. Nigeria is cur-
rently experiencing severe flooding that has destroyed homes and farmlands, espe-
cially in communities along the floodplains of the two major rivers – the Niger and the 
Benue. More than half of the 36 states of the country are affected by flooding. So far, 
more than 600 people have died, with more than 1.4 million people displaced. 
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Around the diocese

Provided by Janice Martin

FORT WAYNE – Recognizing 18 years of service as 
Director of Religious Education at St. Joseph - Hessen 
Cassel, Father Bill Kummer and Janice Martin, WP, from 
the Office of Catechesis, presented Greta Schall with a 
certificate of appreciation at Sunday Mass on Oct. 16.

Faithful Service Honored

Fourth-Grade Saints Teach Fellow Students

Provided by Lois Widner

FORT WAYNE – Students at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School presented a “Wax 
Museum of Saints” for the student body on Nov. 2. These students presented informa-
tion about the saint they had chosen to other students and raised money for St. Mary’s 
Soup Kitchen in downtown Fort Wayne, collecting $1,118.65. 

Tina Bailey of Fort 
Wayne Elected to Serve 
on National Board of 
the Christ Child Society
ROCKVILLE , 
MD – The 
National Christ 
Child Society 
(NCCS), one 
of the nation’s 
oldest organiza-
tions dedicated 
to serving the 
needs of under-
r e s o u r c e d 
children, has announced the 
appointment of Tina Bailey of 
Fort Wayne as a Director at 
Large of its National Board of 
Directors. The new slate of offi-
cers for the 2022-2024 term 
was made official at the NCCS 
National Convention in Tucson 
on Sep. 17. 

“We are thrilled to have Tina 
Bailey on our Board leadership 
team. As an active member, 
Tina has had so much to share, 
both personally and profession-
ally. We are fortunate to have 
her positive energy, expertise, 
and experience to help guide 

our organization,” said Molly 
Fanning, immediate past presi-
dent of the Society. “Her con-
tributions will help us provide 
resources to aid children and 
families in 45 unique commu-
nities across the U.S. and help 
us to grow and thrive as a 
135-year-old organization. 

Tina Bailey has worked as a 
licensed cosmetologist for many 
years, integrating her work and 
home life along with volunteer-
ing in many different capaci-
ties. Tina married her husband, 
Steve, in 1991. As their family 
grew, she spent more time as a 
stay-at-home mom to her three 
sons and became an avid vol-
unteer.

At her parish, Most Precious 
Blood in Fort Wayne, Tina 
designed and ran a SCRIP 
program to benefit the parish 
school and the families. She 
also designed and published 
the parish newsletter for many 
years and decorated the church 
for all seasons. 

In 2008, Tina joined the 
Christ Child Society of Fort 
Wayne. She became the 
Communications Liaison with 
the Board of Directors and 
began publishing the quarterly 
member newsletters. In 2016, 

Tina was asked to help with the 
redesign of the Chapter’s web-
site and the rebranding of the 
Fort Wayne Chapter. She says 
she enthusiastically tackled this 
task and vowed to improve the 
Christ Child Society’s impact in 
Fort Wayne. No more would 
the Christ Child Society be Fort 
Wayne’s “best kept secret.”  

In addition to Tina’s pas-
sion for getting the word out, 
she has served her local chap-
ter as Spiritual Co-Chairman, 
Recording Secretary, Vice 
President, and President. Tina 
is also the recipient of the Fort 
Wayne Chapter’s honored “Red 
Wagon Award” for outstanding 
service.

In her free time, Tina enjoys 
hearing her now-grown sons 
laugh while telling their stories; 
traveling to microbreweries with 
her husband; creating beautiful 
photography and publications; 
and spreading the word about 
the Christ Child Society.

Giving Tuesday
The Catholic Community 

Foundation of Northeast Indiana 
is once again proud to present 
#iGIVECATHOLIC National Day 
of Giving for the Diocese of 

Fort Wayne-South Bend. Mark 
your calendars for Tuesday, 
Nov. 29, with advanced giv-
ing beginning on Nov. 15. This 
year there are approximately 23 
participating parishes, schools, 
and Catholic ministries. To find 
a complete list of participants 
and to donate, please visit fwsb.
igivecatholic.org. The Catholic 
Community Foundation provid-
ed this user-friendly platform 
to be able to donate to your 
personal favorite Catholic cause 
on this National Day of Giving.  

St. Joseph Missions 
Names New Executive 
Director  
FORT WAYNE 
– St. Joseph 
Missions, Allen 
County’s first 
e m e r g e n c y 
shelter exclu-
sively for single 
women who are 
experiencing 
homelessness, 
located at 3505 
Lake Ave., has named Erin 
Ness, MSW, the new Executive 
Director following a brief inter-

im role.
Ness, a Fort Wayne native, 

earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Social Work and Criminal Justice 
from Ball State University and 
her Masters of Social Work 
from Indiana University-Purdue 
University Indianapolis. Prior 
to her recent promotion, Ness 
served as the Program Director 
at St Joseph Missions from its 
inception. Ness also served as 
co-manager of the City of Fort 
Wayne’s Winter Contingency 
Program for the 2020/2021 
season and was the Director of 
Operations at Vincent Village, a 
transitional shelter for families 
who are experiencing home-
lessness. 

“I am extremely excited to 
take on this role with an organi-
zation I wholeheartedly believe 
in. St. Joseph Missions has a 
true heart for women who are 
experiencing homelessness and 
I want to continue to be a cham-
pion for women to thrive, rather 
than just trying to survive,” 
said Ness. 

TINA BAILEY

ERIN NESS
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St. Monica’s Prayer Group Prays for Fallen-Away Catholics 
to Return to the Church

Tradition holds that with-
out the prayers of a 
loving, patient mother, 

the Church would be without 
one of its greatest saints. St. 
Monica’s oldest son fell prey to 
the false teachings of heresy 
while living an immoral life. 
Years of prayers and fasting 
led to her son’s conversion, 
and he became St. Augustine 
of Hippo, one of the greatest 
minds in the history of the 
Church. Her prayers were also 
instrumental in the conver-
sion of her husband, a lifelong 
pagan who was baptized just 
before his death.

The St. Monica’s Prayer 
Group at Our Lady of Good 
Hope Parish in Fort Wayne is 
following the faithful saint’s 
example. The group gathers 
weekly to pray for the special 
intention of Catholics who have 
fallen away from their faith to 
return to full communion in the 
Church.

The group was founded 
in 2010 at Our Lady of Good 
Hope by John Paul Jones, 
who passed into eternal life 
in December of 2019. “He 
wanted to create a group to 
pray for people who have fallen 
away,” said Linda Jones, John 
Paul’s widow. “He did a lot 
of work to get all the prayers 
together. Then he put a simple 
announcement in the parish 
bulletin and people started 
coming, and we’ve kept it up 
every Friday since then.”

“For many years, we con-
sistently had five or six people 
attending regularly,” said 

Karen Trahin, another member 
of the group. “We typically 
have a small core group who 
attends every week, with a 
few others attending when 
they can. But lately, we’ve had 
weeks with 10 to 20 people, so 
the group is growing. There’s 
more awareness of the group 
and the need for this special 
prayer intention, and more 
people are coming because 
they realize that prayer works.”

“We’re praying that fallen-
away Catholics will at least give 
a thought to coming back. God 
can work with any little bit 
of hope,” said Linda. “We’re 
praying for everyone in the 
parish who knows someone 
who has fallen away and hopes 
to see them come home.”

“In our meetings, we some-
times ask the group if anyone 
has good news to share, and 
members share as much or as 
little as they feel comfortable 
sharing. But the main focus of 
our meetings is on prayer.”

At each gathering, the group 
prays a Novena to St. Monica, 
the Returning Catholics Prayer, 
and the Prayer for Conversion 
of Sinners, along with the 
prayers of the rosary. The four 
mysteries are rotated each 
week and members are encour-
aged to participate by leading 
the group in a decade of the 
rosary.

“We are hopefully working 
towards getting souls back into 
the Church,” said Trahin. 

“And we are hoping this 
will bear some fruit, but it is 
all in God’s time. St. Monica 
prayed for many years before 
St. Augustine came to the 
Church,” added Linda.

While not everyone is 
likely to become a Doctor of 
the Church like St. Augustine, 
Jesus assures the faithful that, 
“There will be more joy in 
heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous people who have no 
need of repentance.” – Luke 
15:7

The St. Monica’s Prayer 
Group at Our Lady of Good 
Hope Parish in Fort Wayne 
meets in the parish library from 

9:30-10:15 a.m. every Friday 
following the 9 a.m. Mass. 
The meetings are informal and 
there is no commitment, and 
new members are welcome to 
attend as their schedules allow.

BY ANDREW JACOBS

HOME 
HOLIDAYS

for the

STEPS TO AWAKEN FAITH IN OUR ADULT CHILDREN

December 1 | 7 - 8:30 p.m.
St. Thérèse Little Flower Parish | South Bend

Presentation |Discussion | Free Book | Refreshments

More info and rsvp: ablazemission.org/holidays

Andrew Jacobs
The St. Monica’s Prayer Group at Our Lady of Good Hope, Fort Wayne, welcomes all those who would like to pray for family members, friends, or even strangers who have fallen away from the Catholic 
Church, for their return. The group was founded by John Paul Jones, whose widow, Linda (back center) carries on with the help of Karen Trahin, (front center), meeting every Friday at 9:30 a.m. in the 
parish library.
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Fond Memories Still Linger 50 Years After Closing of Fort 
Wayne’s Central Catholic High School

When people speak 
fondly about the for-
mer Central Catholic 

High School in Fort Wayne, 
they often talk about the cama-
raderie.

Catholic teens from around 
the city and outlying area 
came together in one place to 
grow in faith and life, and to 
cheer on their Fighting Irish 
athletic teams. Many students 
followed parents, grandpar-
ents, and other relatives to 
the school, creating a strong 
sense of community, said 
Kathryn Imler, a 1968 Central 
Catholic (CC) graduate who 
now preserves and shares 
some of the school’s history as 
Director of the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend’s Diocesan 
Museum in Fort Wayne.

“The pride and sense of loy-
alty was ingrained all the way 
up,” Imler said of the strong 
family connections. Her father 
attended CC, and four of her 
six siblings also either gradu-
ated from CC or attended there 
before it closed.

The diocese and Central 
Catholic High School Alumni 
Association keep the school’s 
rich history alive through 
collections at the Diocesan 
Museum, diocesan archives, 
and alumni association, as well 
as through alumni association 
events. The diocese and alumni 
group are also open to adding 
to their collections of CC memo-
rabilia if people have items 
they want to donate.

When Central Catholic 
opened in 1938, it became 
the city’s first co-educa-
tional Catholic high school. 
Previously, boys had gone 
to an all-boys school called 
Central Catholic that was 
located in the southwest corner 
of Cathedral Square on land 
now occupied by St. Mother 
Theodore Guerin Chapel. 
Girls attended St. Augustine 
Academy, which was located 
on the northwest corner of 
Cathedral Square on ground 
now containing the Diocesan 
Museum.

Archbishop John F. Noll saw 
the need for a Catholic high 
school serving both young 
men and women, said Leanne 
(Oddou) Mensing, who attend-
ed CC from 1952 to 1956 and 
is a grand-niece of Bishop Noll. 

“He thought education was 
important for everybody,” 
recalled Mensing, a past presi-
dent of the Central Catholic 
Alumni Association and its 
current vice president.

Students also were united by 
their shared faith and ideology, 
Imler said. Many students — 
especially boys — also had the 
common experience of playing 
Catholic Youth Organization 

sports in elementary school, 
she said. CC offered only gym 
and intramural basketball for 
young women.

“When I came back here, 
it was a good feeling to see 
kids I went to grade school 
with,” said Mark Linker of 
Huntington, a 1968 CC gradu-
ate. Linker grew up in Fort 
Wayne, but his family spent 
his seventh- and eighth-grade 

school years in Nebraska 
before returning home.

Now the current President 
of the CC Alumni Association, 
he has fond memories of the 
camaraderie inspired by the 
school’s athletic teams. He also 
enjoyed his teachers and the 
students’ many attempts — 
usually unsuccessful — to play 
tricks on them.

His wife, Vickey, also 

attended CC, graduating in 
1969. She coordinates mem-
bership in the alumni associa-
tion.

Nearly 400 CC graduates 
belong to the alumni associa-
tion as either lifetime or annual 
members, Mark Linker said. 
People who graduated in the 
1940s and 1950s make up the 
largest group, he added.

“It was a very positive 
place,” Mensing recalled.

Diocesan priests served on 
the school faculty along with 
women religious from the 
Sisters of Providence, School 
Sisters of Notre Dame, and 
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
orders, she said. Teachers were 
always willing to help students.

“I think the high level of 
education expected of us was 
good for everyone,” she said.

They also had a lot of good 
times, she added.

Some of her favorite memo-
ries include football games, 
dances after football games, 
play performances, and watch-
ing boys dash out at lunch-
time to avoid parking tickets 
by moving their cars, which 
were parked in metered park-
ing spots on streets around 
the school. During study hall 
in the library, she remembers 
boys trying to flip pennies into 
the chandeliers. CC’s first-floor 
windows also let students slip 
out to sneak over to public 
school Central High School 
across Clinton Street, or were 
used by Central students to 
sneak into CC.

“It was a place you wanted 
to go every day,” Mensing 
said. “It was fun!”

Back then, a lot of students 
didn’t have jobs after school 
and very few had cars, so they 
didn’t have things that pulled 
them away from school after 
class, Imler said. Most extra-
curricular activities took place 

at CC, which added to the sense 
of community.

“It’s a good feeling to feel a 
part of something,” she noted.

Central Catholic sports teams 
also had success. The 1950 
football team was one of sever-
al teams named state champion 
that year by various sources. 
At the time, the state didn’t 
have a football tournament to 
crown a true champion. The 
boys golf team also won the 
state championship during the 
1958-1959 school year.

The 1939 and 1940 boys 
basketball teams also won 
state and national Catholic 
schools championships, Allen 
County Historian Tom Castaldi 
wrote in a 2015 article in Fort 
Wayne magazine. At the time, 
opposition from the Ku Klux 
Klan prevented Catholic schools 
and some other schools from 
participating in Indiana state 
high school tournaments. 

Ironically, CC’s growth 
eventually may have contrib-
uted to its decline. The school 
was landlocked, so it couldn’t 
expand. The diocese added 
a fourth floor in the 1950s, 
but eventually decided to 
build additional Catholic high 
schools. 

CC enrollment had grown 
to more than 1,400 students 
in 1956, when Bishop Leo A. 
Pursley launched a fundraising 
effort to build two new Catholic 
high schools in Fort Wayne: 
Bishop Luers High School on 
the south side and Bishop 
Dwenger on the north side, 
according to the Bishop Luers 
website.

Bishop Luers opened in 
1958, and Bishop Dwenger 
welcomed its first students in 
1963.

The two schools’ loca-
tions put them closer to where 
people lived and slowly eroded 
enrollment at CC, Mensing said. 

The CC building also had 
begun to show its age, Linker 
said. “There wasn’t anything 
I think the diocese could have 
done to change it,” he said.

CC closed in spring of 1972.
“It was sad, very sad, but 

time marches on,” Mensing 
said.

After CC closed, the diocese 
used the building for a limited 
time to house refugees being 
resettled here, Mensing said. 
The school was demolished in 
1984, and the site became a 
parking lot.

Alumni marked the 50th 
anniversary of the closing with 
a jubilee event this summer.

The spirit of Central Catholic 
lives on, however, in for-
mer students’ memories and 
through alumni association 
events. Alumni also planned 
and funded a memorial plaza 
on the southwest corner of 

Diocesan Museum 
This drawing in the Diocesan Museum’s exhibit on Central Catholic High School in Fort Wayne depicts the co-educational Central 
Catholic that served students from 1938 to 1972 in downtown Fort Wayne. The 1909 date in the lower label refers to the all-boys 
Central Catholic High School that was merged into the co-ed high school in 1938 along with nearby St. Augustine Academy for girls. 
The drawing shows the building with a fourth floor, which was added in the 1950s.

BY KEVIN KILBANE

Photos by Kevin Kilbane 
Members of the Central Catholic High School Alumni Association planned and raised 
the funds to create this memorial plaza at the site where Central Catholic High School 
once stood in downtown Fort Wayne. The land is still owned by the diocese and 
became a parking lot after the school was demolished in 1984. 
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Preparing Students for a More Positive Tomorrow 

Discipline is never a fun 
task in school admin-
istration for the teach-

ers, or the children. But what 
if there was a way to change 
that? What if there was a way 
to reinforce positive behavior, 
even while correcting the mis-
behaviors? 

At St. Vincent de Paul 
School in Fort Wayne, teach-
ing children to be good citizens 
through the program Positive 
Intervention and Supports 
(PBIS) is part of the daily rou-
tine. Born out of the public 
school system, PBIS is a meth-
od that some Catholic schools 
are now choosing to handle 
discipline. The program is 
about focusing more on what 
the child is doing right, finding 
ways to praise the children for 
making good choices, helping 
them take ownership of their 
good behavior, and redirect-
ing less-than-positive behav-
iors in a healthy and positive 
way. The system is based on 
a three-tier approach, along 
with the motto, “Be Safe, Be 
Respectful, Be Responsible.” 

The first tier in the system 
teaches expectations to the 
children. When a staff member 
at St. Vincent de Paul sees a 
student being safe, respect-
ful, or responsible, they may 
choose to award the student 
with what they call a “Panther 
Buck.” These are little colorful 
sheets of paper that the student 
then writes his or her name on, 
along with whether they were 

acknowledged for being safe, 
respectful, or responsible. This 
step allows the student to take 
full ownership of their job well 
done.  

“It is very common lan-
guage. We use behavior-spe-
cific praise with the kids. We 
use their name, the behavior, 
and tie it back to how we are 
impressed by them,” said Paula 
Murphy, the PBIS councilor at 
St. Vincent de Paul. Students 
may then use the Panther 
Bucks on a tangible item, 
whether it be cookies for the 
class or a toy. “The sticky frog 
is the most requested toy,” 
Murphy said with a smile. 

Fifth-grade teacher Ashley 

Wilson spoke about how the 
Panther Bucks have become 
a way for students to learn 
by example at St. Vincent de 
Paul. When the children are 
younger, she said, they tend to 
do the right thing because they 

want to gain the Panther Bucks 
they see their friends gather-
ing. When the children are 
older, they are doing the good 
deed not because they gain a 
reward, but because they have 
learned that it is the right thing 
to do. 

Often, older students at St. 
Vincent de Paul will spend 
their rewards on a treat for 
their class or perhaps a toy for 
a younger sibling. “This cre-
ates wonderful acts of charity,” 
said Zac Coyle, Principal of St. 
Vincent de Paul School. 

Still, some children may 
have a harder time following 
these rules, and this is when 
tier two is implemented. This 
may include a parent-teacher 
conference or a small group 

session with other students. 
Here the “Panther Praise” sys-
tem is implemented, including 
daily check-in with Murphy. 
This helps the students to 
focus on what they did right 
during the day and what they 
can improve on. When the 
student graduates “Panther 
Praise”, they have a full gradu-
ation ceremony with friends 
and games. “We have about 10 
graduations from the program 
a year,” said Coyle, “This is not 
about punishment, it’s about 
resolution.” 

The third tier for children 
still struggling with difficult 
behaviors would then be a plan 
specifically tailored to that child 
for behavioral correction. While 
not used much, the school still 
uses tactics such as detention,  
but with a more positive spin, 
reminding the students that 
they are not “bad” kids, and 
hopefully the next time they 
will make a better choice. The 
program is so successful at 
St. Vincent de Paul that many 
parents have implemented it 
at home. The undercurrent 
through the entire system is 
positivity. “Even a negative 
can be worked into a positive,” 
Murphy reflected. 

Molding respectful young 
children of Christ today who 
grow up to live this same way 
is so important to St. Vincent de 
Paul School that they are hoping 
to train other Catholic schools 
within the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend in the PBIS 
System. If interested in learning 
more about PBIS, please contact 
Zac Coyle at schooladministra-
tion@saintv.org. 

“This is not about punishment,  

it’s about resolution.” 

ZAC COYLE, PRINCIPAL,  
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SCHOOL

574.232.3354 
800.994.2687

www.wygants.com
Mary Green
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A Ministry-wide Christmas Gift Catalog
for The Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

You can view all 31 gifts by visisting
www.poorhandmaids.org/donate

WORLDJoyTo
THE

SCAN HERE
To Donate or Learn More

31
Unique Gifts

Honor Someone Special

EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE

IN OUR DIOCESE
ST. MARY PARISH,
HUNTINGTON

Each month, you’re invited on a
self-guided pilgrimage to sites of
special Eucharistic significance in
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend.

Learn more and download a
monthly pilgrimage passport:

diocesefwsb.org/eucharist

THIS NOVEMBER, TAKE A

Lewis and Clinton streets to 
commemorate where CC once 
stood. 

In addition, people can view 
CC memorabilia at the Diocesan 
Museum, diocesan archives, 
Bishop Luers and Bishop 
Dwenger high schools, and 
at the CC Alumni Association 

office in the Redeemer Radio 
building on State Boulevard in 
Fort Wayne.

To donate CC memorabilia, 
contact Diocesan Archivist 
Janice Cantrell at 422-4611, 
Ext. 3386, or by email at 
jcantrell@diocesefwsb.org. You 
also can email the alumni asso-
ciation’s Leanne Mensing at 
lmensing1@frontier.com.

Kevin Kilbane
This banner at the Diocesan Museum in Fort Wayne honors the 1950 Fighting Irish 
football team from Central Catholic High School in Fort Wayne, which capped an unde-
feated 10-0 season by being one of the teams named state champion by some media 
and other sources. At that time, the Indiana State High School Athletic Association 
didn’t have a state football tournament to determine a state champion on the field.
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Alumni from Central Catholic Share a Few of Their 
Treasured Memories with Today’s Catholic:

I invited Julio Garcia for 
Christmas dinner in 1966. 
We married in 1970 and 
have eight children and 
twenty grandchildren. 

– Mary (Richardson) Garcia

Running track with Coach 
Delaney. After it, we would 
go get Blue Moon root beers 
on Clinton Street. Larry was 
center for the football team 
all four years in high school.

– Brothers Joe (’67) and  
Larry “Jake” (’65) Sablic

CCHS is where I met my 
best friends and had so 
much fun.

– Sally (Halter) Strack ‘71

In 1962, the influx of the 
“Peter Pan Boys” from 
Cuba caused a lot of 
excitement among the 
girls. They were fun, cute, 

and always looked for 
ways around the rules, 
much to the consternation 
of our straight-laced nuns!

– Laura (Federspiel) Bracho

Stage crew instead of sit-
ting in the bleachers.

– Thomas L. Kelleher, ‘58

A Catholic education has 
had a long impact in my 
life. I actually taught in the 
Catholic school system for 
more than 30 years.

– Mary Mangona Stark

My memories of Central 
Catholic High School are 
wonderful. I didn’t attend 
CCHS, but my brother did. 
We went to many CC band 
and orchestra concerts. 
Joe Woods was a great 
music director.

– Caroline (Freiburger) Dewey

This photo from the Diocesan Museum’s 
exhibit on Central Catholic High School 
in Fort Wayne shows St. Augustine 
Academy, which taught young women 
until Central Catholic opened in 1938 as 
the city’s first co-educational Catholic 
high school. St. Augustine Academy 
stood on the northwest corner of 
Cathedral Square on land now occupied 
by the Diocesan Museum.
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First Sunday of Advent 
Matthew 24:37-44

This weekend, that of the 
First Sunday of Advent, 
begins the new Church 

liturgical year. Therefore, the 
readings for this weekend and 
until Advent 2023, will be with-
in Cycle A. 

Most Gospel readings this 
year will come from the Gospel 
of Matthew. Because of this 
emphasis, the forthcoming 
biblical readings will allow us 
to learn about and reflect upon 
Matthew’s Gospel, its themes, 
and particular perspectives. 

This weekend’s first reading 
is from the first section of the 
Book of Isaiah. All of Isaiah is 
eloquent and profound, blunt 

and frank. Isaiah often warned 
the people that if they did not 
return to religious fidelity, doom 
awaited them. This is a theme 
of the first section. 

While somber, the reading is 
not hopeless. Isaiah reassured 
the people that if they reformed, 
God would protect them, so 
they should never despair. 

After all, such was the 
ancient covenant. God prom-
ised to protect and safeguard 
the people, although the people 
themselves could, at least on 
occasion, bring catastrophe 
upon themselves by their sins. 

Almighty God will judge 
the good and the bad. Such is 
the divine right. It also is pure 
and simple logic. All behavior 
must be balanced against the 
justice and perfection that are in 
God. All people must conform 
to God’s law. The faithful reach 
the day of their salvation by 
loving God and obeying God. 

St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Romans is the source of the 
second reading. 

As always, Paul called upon 
Christians to live as authentic 
followers of Jesus. Stressing 

the need to be faithful models 
of Christ in human living, the 
Apostle urged disciples to set 
their priorities by seeing eternal 
life as the goal. 

Be aware. Any Christian may 
face the end of earthly life at 
any time. Every human will face 
the end of earthly life. For the 
Roman Christians of Matthew’s 
era, the end very often came 
in the form of a gruesome 
death after being apprehended 
and convicted of the crime of 
Christianity. Paul had a purpose 
to accomplish in encouraging 
and challenging his Roman 
congregation. 

The Gospel of Matthew, the 
last reading, predicts the final 
coming of Jesus. Beneficial read-
ing of the Gospels requires real-
izing three perspectives: 1) The 
event in the actual time of Jesus; 
2) The event as its implications 
came to be understood in the 
time when the Gospels were 
written, decades after Jesus; and 
3) The place that the event occu-
pies in the general literary struc-
ture of the individual Gospel. 

Composed generations after 
Jesus, Matthew was written 

for Christians who yearned to 
be relieved of the burden, and 
indeed peril, of living amid 
harshly antagonistic circum-
stances by experiencing the 
triumphant second coming of 
Jesus. Recalling the Lord’s own 
words, the Gospel reminded 
those Christians and it reminds 
us that Jesus will come again in 
glory, but we know not when. 

Reflection
Advent, begun in this week-

end’s liturgy, calls us to prepare 
for Christmas. Preparation is 
much, much more than wrap-
ping Christmas gifts and deco-
rating Christmas trees. It means 
making the coming of Jesus 
into earthly life a present real-
ity, echoing the joy of the first 
Christmas, while realizing that 
ultimately Jesus will come in 
majesty to judge all humans. 

Awaiting that great day, 
the Church calls us to be good 
Christians, ridding ourselves of 
anything standing in the way, 
so that in us and through us, 
Jesus lives in our day. 

The Church calls us to set 

our priorities. We will meet the 
Lord, so we must prepare to 
meet the Lord, refining our-
selves as honest disciples of the 
king born in Bethlehem. We 
must follow the Lord here and 
now. 

Advent is the time to perfect 
this task.

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

We Must Prepare for the Second Coming

READINGS
Sunday: Is 2:1-5 Ps 122:1-9 Rom 13:11-
14 Mt 24:37-44
Monday: Is 4:2-6 Ps 122:1-9  
Mt 8:5-11   
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10 Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 
12-13, 17 Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18 Ps 19:8-
11 Mt 4:18-22
Thursday: Is 26:1-6 Ps 118:1, 8-9, 
19-21, 25-27a Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24 Pa 27:1, 4, 13-14  
Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26 Ps 147:1-
6 Mt 9:35 10:1, 5a, 6-8

John the Baptist, Advent 
Prophet of Hope
Five major pro-life ballot 

measures saw defeat on 
Election Day. Months have 

passed since Russia invaded 
Ukraine, leaving cities destroyed 
and tens of thousands of 
soldiers and civilians dead. 
Americans are threatened with 
increasing economic instability, 
including rising home heating 
costs as we head into winter.

And to all of this, what does 
the Church have to say? We 
believe that it is no coincidence 
that we are now entering the 
precious season of hope in our 
liturgical year. Advent is the 
privileged time for renewal, for 
rebirth.

Unlike Lent, marked by a 
more sober experience of fast-
ing and abstinence, Advent is a 
time of expectation. The virtue 
of hope fundamentally points 
us toward that which we do not 
yet possess. It is a time of wait-
ing, looking forward to the good 
things that God has in store; 
things that have not yet arrived.

And the Advent figure, par 
excellence, is John the Baptist.

The voices of the prophets, 
the prominent voices of Advent 
liturgies, encourage Israel to 
look for the coming savior. In 
times of exile, discouragement, 
and crisis, Israel’s prophets 
repeatedly encouraged Israel to 
look forward with confidence to 
the work God had promised to 
undertake.

The voices of the prophets 
are voices of hope, building up 
confidence in God’s work. Our 
politics, our economy, our social 

policy — none of these are yet 
as Christian as they might be. 
But Advent is a time to renew 
our confidence that we can 
improve them. There is hope in 
professing that every human life 
is worth fighting for, that love 
for the poor should determine 
our decision-making, and that 
peace is a real possibility!

John the Baptist echoes the 
prophets’ call to repentance, and 
like the prophets, he calls God’s 
sons and daughters to worship 
in love. This prophetic voice 
calls us to account, demand-
ing hearts and minds be made 
ready, be prepared for the 
Lord’s coming.

The theme of preparation 
dominates our daily lives during 
this season. We purchase gifts, 
begin decorating our homes, 
and plan for Christmas fes-
tivities. And all of this external 
activity is a sign of the spiri-
tual dimension of the season, 
because even when attenuated 
into an essentially secular “holi-
day season,” decorations and 
hymns still reflect the underly-
ing spiritual dimension that 
we can never fully erase. All of 
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In Business for the Common Good
Catholic entrepreneurs have 

an imposing defender in 
Andreas Widmer. Think 

business guru Peter Drucker 
wielding a halberd.

The 6-foot-9-inch ex-Swiss 
Guard is an entrepreneur, teacher, 
and enthusiastic cheerleader of the 
American dream. He is also the 
author of a new book called “The 
Art of Principled Entrepreneurship: 
Creating Enduring Value.”

“The Art of Principled 
Entrepreneurship” differs from 
many business books in that it 
wants us to think about business 
as more than just dollars and 
cents, profit and loss. Widmer is 
proposing a humanistic vision of 
what entrepreneurship can be. 
In doing so, he is also providing 
a seditiously Catholic critique of 
some of the excesses in the busi-
ness world.

Those excesses are on full dis-
play these days, from the mass fir-
ings at Twitter and the collapse of 
the crypto currency company FTX 
to the huge profits by multination-
als even as inflation wreaks havoc 
on family budgets. The shiny stars 
of the capitalist universe are look-
ing a bit tarnished.

Widmer scolds a “go for the 
gold” business culture peopled by 
MBAs who “dream of making it 
big in the stock market or a wind-
fall from some financial scheme,” 
people who he says are more 
interested in harvesting than in 
sowing and creating. Large multi-
nationals are good at eliminating 
jobs, he notes, while entrepre-
neurs are job creators.

For Widmer, principled entre-
preneurship focuses on building 
up and supporting employees and 
meeting customer needs, not just 

hustling for profit. Widmer is an 
unabashed advocate of capitalism 
done right.

Of the market economy he 
writes, “Although it has lots of 
room for improvement – primarily 
among its participants – I found 
it to be the system that best sup-
ports human flourishing and 
freedom.”

Indeed, he calls it the “highest 
achievement of Western civiliza-
tion: a system of personal freedom 
and responsibility that can bring 
about the common good.”

His emphasis on the com-
mon good as a serious business 
consideration is the product of 
his Catholic formation and echoes 
talks given by Pope Francis.

“We ought to be rewarded for 
our excellent work and profit from 
our business – that’s what distin-
guishes it from a hobby,” Widmer 
writes. “But the intrinsic focus is 
not on getting the largest reward, 
rather, it’s on adding value and 
contributing to the greater good.”

Like all business books, 
Widmer’s offers a wealth of 
observations and guidance for an 
ethical and productive culture of 
entrepreneurship.

He creates “five pillars of 
Principled Entrepreneurship.” 
They include such maxims 
as “The Economy Exists for 
People, Not People for the 
Economy,” and “Principled 
Entrepreneurs Always Seek to 
Create Win-Win Solutions.”

My favorite, however, is “Culture 
Eats Strategy for Breakfast.”

“Culture is what we do when 
no one is looking. It shows what’s 
of ultimate importance to us. It’s 
what’s left when push comes to 
shove – when virtue signaling is 

over and the ‘real’ work begins.”
Widmer identifies “broken val-

ues” and “bad corporate leader-
ship” for flawed business cultures 
that leave employees disengaged 
and cynical. He discusses team-
building, advocating “a company 
where there are no ‘employees’ 
but only team members.”

Reading Widmer’s book made 
me wonder if it would benefit not 
just budding entrepreneurs, but 
seminarians, pastors, and bishops 
as well.

Culture eats strategy for break-
fast, and pastoral letters and posi-
tion papers will not suffice where 
there is a culture that tolerates 
mediocrity and that is character-
ized by conflict avoidance and 
workarounds.

Every pastor is an entre-
preneur. Every bishop a CEO. 
Andreas Widmer has some les-
sons to teach both.

Greg Erlandson, Director and 
Editor-in-Chief of Catholic News 
Service, can be reached at ger-
landson@catholicnews.com.

AMID  
THE FRAY

GREG ERLANDSON
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The Not-So-Nice Origins of ‘Nice’
Words can change mean-

ing over time — some-
times dramatically. 

For example, “manufactured” 
originally meant “handmade” 
(manu (hand) + facere (make)). 
The word “decimate” used to 
mean “to reduce by a tenth” 
(decem = ten); now people 
usually use it mean “to wipe 
out completely.” The list of 
examples could go on and on. 
Yes, words do change meaning 
over time.

One word that has changed 
meaning dramatically over time 
is “nice.” Today it is an over-
used word that usually means 
pleasant, kind, or easygoing. 
In our culture, there is often a 
standing admonition that we 
should be nice, as in “Stop 
fighting and be nice now!”

But the adjective “nice” once 
meant anything but nice in 
the modern sense. Rather, it 
was a derogatory word used to 
describe a person as something 
of a fool.

The word “nice” comes from 
the Latin nescius, meaning 
“ignorant, unaware” (ne (not) 
+ scire (know)). The Old French 
word “nice” (12th century) also 
came from this Latin root and 
meant “careless, clumsy, weak, 
simple, foolish, or stupid.”

In the 13th century, “nice” 
meant “foolish, stupid, or 
senseless.” In the 14th century, 
the word started to morph into 
meaning “fussy, fastidious.” 
In the 15th century it meant 
“dainty, delicate.” In the 1500s 
it was used to mean “precise, 
careful.” By the 18th century it 
shifted to meaning “agreeable, 
delightful.” And by the 
19th century it had acquired its 
current connotation of “kind 
and thoughtful.”

The word “nice” has certain-
ly had a tortured history!

Given its older meaning of 
“ignorant, stupid, or foolish,” it 
is not surprising that the word 
“nice” is used only twice in 
the Douay-Rheims Bible, and in 
both cases pejoratively.

Today the word can have a 
meaning that is properly praise-

worthy and is basically a syn-
onym for “good.” For example, 
one might comment, “That was 
a nice distinction you made.” 
Or, observing a sporting event, 
one might say, “That was a nice 
move!”

However, I am also con-
vinced that the word “nice” is 
beginning to return to its less 
noble meanings. This takes 
place when it is used in a 
reductionist manner that seeks 
to simplify the entire moral 
life to being “nice.” Here, nice 
is used in the sense of being 
pleasant and agreeable. To 
the modern world, in which 
“pseudo-tolerance” is one of the 
only “virtues” left, being nice is 
about the only commandment 
left. It seems that much will be 
forgiven a person just so long 
as he is “nice.” And little will be 
accepted from a person who is 
not thought of as “nice.”

I suppose niceness has its 
place, but being nice is too 
akin to being harmless, to 
being someone who introduces 
no tension, and is most often 
agreeable. As such, a nice per-
son is not so far away from 
being a pushover, one who is 
easily manipulated, silenced, 
and pressured into tacit approv-
al. And thus “nice” begins to 
move backward into its older 
meanings: dainty, agreeable, 
weak, simple, and even fur-
ther back into weak, simple, 
unaware, and ignorant.

The pressure to “be nice” 
easily translates into pressure 
to put a dumb grin on your 
face and pretend that things are 
great even when they’re not. 
And to the degree that we suc-
cumb to this pressure, we allow 
those who seek to shame us if 
we aren’t nice get to watch with 
glee as we walk around with 
a dumb grin. And they get to 
think of us, “What an ignorant 
fool. What a useful idiot.” And 
thus “nice” takes up its original 
meaning.

We follow a Lord who was 
anything but a harmless hip-
pie, or a kind pushover. He 
introduced tension, was a 

sign of contradiction, and was 
opposed by many because 
he didn’t always say and do 
pleasant things. Not everything 
he said was “nice.” He often 
used strong words: hypocrites, 
brood of vipers, whitewashed 
tombs, murderers of the 
prophets, and evildoers. He 
warned of judgment and hell. 
He spoke in parables about 
burning cities, doom, destruc-
tion, wailing and grinding of 
teeth, and of seeing enemies 
slain. These are not kind words, 
but they are loving words, 
because they seek to shock us 
unto conversion. They speak to 
us of our true state if we remain 
rebels. Jesus certainly didn’t end 
up nailed to cross by being nice 
in any sense of the word.

In the end, “nice” is a weird 
word. Its meaning has shifted 
so many times as to be practi-
cally without a stable meaning. 
Today it has further degraded 
and increasingly returned to 
its original meaning. Those 
who insist on the importance 
of being “nice” usually mean it 
for you, but not for themselves. 
They want to have you walk 
around with a silly grin on your 
face, being foolishly pleasant, 
while they laugh behind your 
back.

To be sure, being “nice” in 
its best modern sense has its 
place. We surely should not go 
around acting like a grouch all 
day. But just as being nice has 
its place, so does being insistent, 
bold, and uncompromising.

COMMUNITY
IN 
MISSION

MSGR. CHARLES POPE

Msgr. Charles Pope is the Pastor of  
Holy Comforter - St. Cyprian 
Catholic Church, Washington, D.C.

Answer key can be found on page 15

ACROSS
1 Catholic actress Haver
5 Tender
10 One of the four marks of the 

Church
14 Windows alternative
15 French World War I soldier
16 Peek-___
17 Gaming cubes
18 Republic in Africa
19 The News of the Gospel
20 “Up and ___!”
21 Part
22 “___ job!”
23 Garden tempter
26 Her eyes were described in 

Genesis
27 Serves at Mass
32 Capes
35 CL + CL
36 Ark passenger
37 Holy ___
38 Director and creator of the 

Silent Bob character
40 Annoyed
41 Ring king with a sting
42 Road service org.
43 Chant, as a monk

45 Catholic who produced the 
first vaccine for rabies

47 Former Russian ruler
48 Antelopes or certain 

Chevrolets
52 Crèche figures
55 Faith ___ and charity
58 Othello’s betrayer
59 Cupid
60 Something to stop on?
62 Growl
63 Pup, e.g.
64 Pertaining to a particular 

place
65 “Let the Sunshine In” 

musical
66 Deuce beater
67 Honest incense?
68 Very small

DOWN
1 One of the 12
2 Join
3 More pleasant
4 Model to be imitated
5 Photo-___
6 Day on which the sun, moon, 

and stars were created in 

Genesis
7 Doggie name
8 Israel’s airline
9 Anglo-Saxon writing symbol
10 Minor Prophet of the 6th 

century
11 Musical instrument
12 Spoils or plunder
13 Jedi master
24 Squeal
25 Capital of the Bahamas
27 Tread the boards
28 Split in the Church
29 “Skedaddle!”
30 Small mountain lake
31 Jolly Roger hand
32 Fellow
33 She gets what she wants
34 Gallic agreements
35 Spy agcy.
39 Mon. of St. Pat
40 A street in Damascus 

featured in Acts
44 Doze
46 Number of pieces of silver 

Judas got for betraying Jesus
47 Catholic poet/essayist John 

Samuel ___
49 Veranda
50 Once more
51 Act of Contrition word
52 Gospel with the most 

chapters (abbr.)
53 USA
54 Departed
55 One of two equal parts
56 Scent
57 Size of type
61 North American deer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 01 11 21 31

41 51 61

71 81 91

02 12 22

32 42 52

62 72 82 92 03 13

23 33 43 53 63

73 83 93 04

14 24 34 44

54 64 74

84 94 05 15

25 35 45 55 65 75 85

95 06 16 26

36 46 56

66 76 86
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these signs prepare our hearts 
for worthy celebrations of 
Christ’s coming.

Hope means living prepara-
tion, believing that Christ will 
come and making the way 
ready for him. John the Baptist 
prepared the way of the Lord in 
each major moment of Christ’s 
life. The Baptist leapt for joy at 
His coming, preached conver-
sion in the desert, baptized in 
the Jordan (including the Lord’s 
own baptism), and gave his life 
in a gruesome death, prefigur-
ing the Lord’s own offering. 
John the Baptist’s life was a life 
of preparation.

Finally, Advent has a 
decidedly eschatological tone. 
Traditionally, Advent preach-
ers were instructed to meditate 

on the mysteries of the Last 
Things, to point their hearers to 
contemplate death, judgment, 
heaven, and hell. The point of 
such meditations is to draw 
hearts from the mire of the here 
and now and insist that they 
prepare for what is to come.

To hope for the Last Day 
means to come to terms with 
the working out of history 
as it is, knowing that God’s 
providence guides all things to 
the Final Day. Christ will come 
again on that day to judge and 
to reign, and all will be made 
manifest.

John the Baptist knew that 
Christ’s baptism, which was 
a baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
would lead to greater marvels 
still. His preaching was never 
to draw attention to himself, 
but always to direct men and 

women to the Lord. His cry in 
the wilderness was not to give 
voice to his own spirituality, but 
to be a voice for Christ.

Christ came once to 
Bethlehem; He will come again 
in glory at the end of time, and 
every Advent is an opportunity 
for Him to come again in our 
hearts. John the Baptist — a 
figure who speaks prophetically, 
challenges us to prepare, and 
draws our minds to wonders 
to come — is a figure who 
inspires, above all, hope.

OSV, from page 12

The Our Sunday Visitor Editorial Board 
is comprised of Father Patrick 
Briscoe, Gretchen R. Crowe, 
Scott P. Richert, Scott Warden, 
and York Young.
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish seeks a 
Full-Time Facilities Manager

(Beginning in May of 2023)

The Facilities Manager at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish/school 
in Fort Wayne is responsible for maintaining the parish/school 
and school buildings and grounds. The Facilities Manager 
performs and supervises tasks related to HVAC, electrical, 
plumbing, security, environmental, safety, custodial, and event 
coordination. This position requires a team player attitude, 
excellent interpersonal and communication skills, attention to 
details, and project coordination. 
The candidate: 
Must have good interpersonal skills and familiarity with 
the Church as an organization.

Must have knowledge of the Catholic Faith and be a 
participating Catholic in good standing with the Church. 

Must have a GED or High School Diploma and a 
minimum 3-5 years of experience working in the facilities 
management field and supervising others. 

For more information and to apply, visit: 
https://theapplicantmanager.com/jobs?pos=D1280   

St. Nick Sale
20% OFF
December 5-10 

www.goodshepherdbookstore.org 

FREE REFRESHMENTS | FREE PARKING IN GARAGE 
915 S. Clinton St., Fort Wayne | 260-399-1442

Fri. 10 am to 6 pm |Sat. 10 am to 4 pm

Ecce Young Adult  Choir
Lessons and Carols

A Concert of Sacred Music in Church

Sunday, Dec. 4,  3 p.m.

St. Mary of the Assumption
414 Madison St.
Decatur, Indiana

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

permanent prison.
Father Bayhi defines suc-

cess for the children in his care 
by the trust they develop for 
his organization and the five 
religious sisters who live with 
them 24/7.

“You know what I define 
success as? When the girls will 
start to sleep in their beds and 
not in their closets. All of our 
kids sleep in their closets when 
they come. Because they’re 
used to people coming in the 
middle of the night,” he said. 

“We have children who are 
now brushing their teeth every 
day. Some have now completed 
high school. Some have col-
lege credits. But the amount 
of damage that these children 
have suffered is incredible.”

While this is a pressing issue 
with an incredible number of 
people currently in modern 
slavery, success is difficult to 
measure. The number of orga-
nizations able to help is dispro-
portionate to the number of chil-
dren and adults needing help.

There are fewer than 600 
beds available nationwide for 
child sex trafficking survivors, 
but there are more than 13,000 
animal shelters across the 
United States.

Finding opportunities to 
help with this often-hidden 
issue can be difficult. Father 
Bayhi chose to speak to Notre 
Dame law students in hopes 
that they would someday have 
the opportunity to help abused 
children legally through the leg-
islative and judicial systems in 

which they will take part.
“A complicated issue like 

this has multifaceted solutions, 
including those related to law 
and public policy,” said Phil 
Tran, the Program Coordinator 
at the de Nicola Center for 
Ethics and Culture. 

“By having students from 
various disciplines interact 
with an expert on the topic, we 
afford them the opportunity 
to understand this issue and 
many other issues with greater 

depth in order to be further 
shaped as a powerful force for 
good in the world,” he contin-
ued.

Father Bayhi implores sup-
porters of this fight against 
modern slavery to donate to 
organizations that help human 
trafficking victims or to get 
involved.

“We need to educate and 
mobilize. Most people have no 
idea that this is happening,” he 
said.

Fast Facts on Human Trafficking  
from Father Jeff Bayhi
• According to WHO, there are more than 48 million slaves 

worldwide.
• More than 80 percent are sold into the sex trade, while the 

others are forced into labor and organ procurement.
• The average age of entry for sexual slavery is 11 to 14.
• Interpol interrupted one of the nine known international 

child porn sites. They had almost 500,000 registered mem-
bers worldwide.

• In the U.S., 42 percent of all juvenile victims are trafficked 
by their primary caregiver.

• The National Foster Youth Institute estimated that 60 per-
cent of child sex trafficking victims have been within foster 
care (or another part of the larger child welfare system).

• Victims are expected to perform favors 7-20 times daily.
• 56 percent of all trafficked victims are forced into abortions 

annually.
• The market for young males is increasing and is nearly 20 

percent of all victims.

TRAFFICKING, from page 5
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What’s happening?
WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. View 
more Catholic events and submit new ones at www.todayscatholic.org/event. For additional 
listings of that event, please call the advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.

  
 REST IN PEACE
Bristol
Mary L. Summers, 
83, St. Mary of the 
Annunciation

Fort Wayne 
Kimberly Auld, 64, St. 
Jude 

Lorayne Beamsley, 99, 
St. Vincent de Paul

Donald Leffers, 93, St. 
Vincent de Paul

Edward Trabel, 93, St. 
Vincent de Paul

Mishawaka 
Gilbert Martin, 69, 
Queen of Peace 

Alfred Hoerstman, 92, 
St. Bavo

Thomas Burkart, 79, 
St. Joseph

Elsie Doyle, 93, St. 
Joseph

Jean Flowers, 87, St. 
Joseph

Patricia Haley, 91, St. 
Joseph

Helen Ivancsics, 96, St. 
Joseph

James McCaffery, 93, 
St. Joseph

David Schmitt, 84, St. 
Joseph

Marilyn Schmitt, 79, 
St. Joseph

Wanetta VerHamme, 
93, St. Joseph 

Crèches at the University of Saint Francis
FORT WAYNE — There will be 
docent-led tours of decorated 
areas of Brookside Mansion 
at the University of Saint 
Francis, 2701 Spring St., fea-
turing crèches for Christmas 
beginning on Saturday, 
Dec. 2 from noon to 6 p.m. 
Reservations are required 
at www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0e45acad2dabfcc25-
brookside. A freewill offer-
ing will be requested. Contact 
Kathy Calvin at 260-399-8033.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Christmas Craft Fair
FORT WAYNE — The sixth- 
annual St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Christmas Craft Fair will be 
held on Saturday, Dec. 3, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the church, 
10700 Aboite Center Rd. 
Only handmade items by fel-
low parishioners and the Fort 
Wayne community at large will 
be offered. Proceeds  benefit 
the MOMs group of the parish. 
Contact Sarah Bishop at 260-
450-6987 or sarahrosebishop@
gmail.com for information.

Saint Nick Six Road Race
SOUTH BEND — Registration 
is open for the Saint Nick Six 
road race on Saturday, Dec. 
3, at St. Joseph Grade School, 
216 N. Hill St., at 9:30 a.m. 

Join the 6K run, 3K run/walk, 
or the “Run, Run Rudolph” for 
the youngest kids. Details and 
signups are at www.stjoepar-
ish.com/saintnicksix. Contact 
Chris Martin at 574-234-3134 
or ndstretch@gmail.com for 
information.

Breakfast with St. Nicholas
FORT WAYNE — Bring family 
and friends for Breakfast with 
St. Nicholas while learning 
about his origins. This annual 
event, which features a buf-
fet breakfast, storytime, crafts, 
and games will be held at the 
USF Performing Arts Center 
Ballroom, 431 W. Berry St., on 
Saturday, Dec. 3, at 10 a.m. 
Tickets are available at usfst-
nicholas2022.eventbrite.com.
Contact Tony Didier at 260-
399-8034 or alumni@sf.edu for 
information.

Polish Dinner
SOUTH BEND — A drive-thru 
Polish dinner will be held 

on Sunday, Dec. 4, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Hedwig 
Memorial Center, 331 S. Scott 
St. Meal includes 1/2 a chicken, 
sausage, green beans, mashed 
potatoes, cabbage, and noodles. 
Tickets can be purchased for 
$18 at the parish office or after 
the 4 p.m. Saturday Mass at St. 
Hedwig. Deadline to purchase 
tickets is Monday, Nov. 28. 
Contact Bob Ullery at 574-298-
8122 or robertoulllery@yahoo.
com for information.

Elkhart County Churches Present Advent 
Lessons and Carols
ELKHART — Gather Monday, 
Dec. 5, at 7 p.m. at St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish, 1108 S Main 
St., for seasonal music pre-
sented collaboratively by the 
music ministries of St. John the 
Evangelist, Goshen, St. Mary of 
the Annunciation, Bristol, and 
St. Vincent de Paul, Elkhart. 
Contact Brad Todorovich at 
music@svcelkhart.org for infor-
mation. Admission is free!
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JOIN US MONTHLY 
AS WE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS

7 p.m.  |  First Tuesday of the Month

St. Mother Theodore Guérin Chapel
1139 S. Calhoun St., Fort Wayne

September 7, 2021
Fr. Michael Ammer

October 5, 2021
Fr. Patrick Hake

November 2, 2021
Fr. Jay Horning

December 7, 2021
Deacon Jim Fitzpatrick

January 4, 2022
Fr. Daniel Koehl

February 1, 2022
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades

March 1, 2022
Fr. Stephen Felicichia

April 5, 2022
Fr. Keeton Lockwood

May 3, 2022
Fr. Tom Shoemaker

HOLY               HOURHOLY               HOUR

 
7 p.m.  |  First Tuesday of the Month

St. Mother Theodore Guérin Chapel 
1139 S. Calhoun St., Fort Wayne

The December 6 Holy Hour will be led by  
Father Michael Ammer.

J U N E O F F E R H O L Y
U N I X P O I L U A B O O
D I C E S U D A N G O O D
A T E M R O L E G E T A
S E R P E N T A

L E A H A S S I S T S
C L O A K S C C C H A M
H O U R S M I T H S O R E
A L I A A A I N T O N E
P A S T E U R T S A R

H I M P A L A S
M A G I H O P E I A G O
A M O R A D I M E G N A R
T E N T L O C A L H A I R
T R E Y F R A N K T I N Y
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Make a legacy gift to the

Saint Mother Theodore Guerin
FOUNDATION

You make an
irrevocable gift of
$10,000 or more.

You receive a charitable deduction; 
you are building the future 
of the sisters through a gift 
to the Sisters of Providence.

You receive payments for life 
based on your age; a portion of 

those payments are even tax free.

AGE 60 65 70 75 80 85 90+
RATE 3.9% 4.2% 4.7% 5.4% 6.5% 7.6% 8.6%

ONE LIFE

In exchange for a gift of cash or appreciated stock, you will receive 
immediate tax savings and a guaranteed, partially tax-free income 
stream for life. Best of all, while you’re doing something good for 

yourself, you’ll be doing something wonderful for our sisters.

Your gift today will have an impact on the Sisters of Providence for 
years to come! Please call us for two-life or deferred gift annuity rates.

To request a free proposal, contact Connie Gualano,
manager of planned giving, at 812-535-2811

PlannedGiving.SistersofProvidence.org

Rates Subject to change based on the ACCGA.

Up to 24 hour care - Meal Preparation  
Bathing/Hygiene Assistance 

Light Housekeeping - Errands/Shopping   
Respite Care - Companionship - and much more!

 Now with three offices serving
all of northern Indiana! 

Call toll-free 

844-866 CARE (2273)

St. Michael’s Altar Rosary Cookie Walk
PLYMOUTH — An assortment 
of homemade cookies will be 
for sale for $4 per pound on 
Saturday, Dec. 10, from 8 am. 
to noon at St. Michael’s School 

Cafeteria, 612 N Center St. All 
proceeds support St. Michael’s 
Altar Rosary Society. Contact 
Chris Morrow at 574-540-9686 
or chris@morrowinsurance-
agency.com.



16 T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C November 27, 2022

Even More Blessings Around the Diocese
That my dad, Mark Weber, 

is still around and making 
SNOWDRIFT! 

Pray to the Holy Spirit for 
guidance, patience, empathy, and 
understanding.
Elizabeth Osborne

Thankful I found another good 
job in March after my company 
closed its doors on Feb. 28.

The spiritual gift I like to give 
is my faith at a very secular place 
of work. My most grateful gift 
I received is the solid Catholic 
upbringing I have. My wife and 

I passed it on to our children 
and now our grandson.

William Monhaut

I’m 91 years old 
and still in fairly good 
health and have five 
wonderful children.

Since I was born, 
I’ve been Catholic and 

hope to be with God and 
the Blessed Mother, also my 

wonderful husband and family 
who left before me.

Patricia Kohaut

Thankful to get to go to 
church to serve God.
Let others know you are pray-

ing for them.
Anonymous

Every time I enter the peace-
ful, prayerful, and beautifully 
calming surroundings of the St. 
Vincent’s Adoration chapel, I am 
thankful to have my hourly com-
mitment there. I always feel an 
enlightenment during my hour 
that I am there. Perhaps, being 
with the Eucharist, which trans-
lates from the Greek word for 
“Thanksgiving,” it’s just natural 
to feel thankful there – despite the 
craziness in the world.

Volunteering in a way which 
benefits others is a wonderful gift 
for the recipients as well as for the 
giver. It’s a win-win situation.
Mary Nixon

The health of our family.
Time at the Lamb’s Supper.

Connie Konz

My husband’s cancer going 
into remission.

All the prayers for my husband’s 
return to good health and support.
Deborah Carlin

Not only this year, but every 
year my husband and I are 
thankful to have the Holy Cross 
priests serving our parish (St. 
Adalbert/St. Casimir).
Bonnie Tafelski

I am thankful for my life that 
Jesus has allowed me to still have.

I give my time in prayer, morn-
ing, noon, and night, for any 
soul in need, living or deceased. 

Everyone needs extra prayers 
prayed for them; that’s most 
important.
Daniel Kloss

I have a beautiful, loving fam-
ily and have been blessed with 
my 17th great-grandchild. Last 
Christmas Day, I came down with 
COVID and our Lord spared my 
life! Praise God!
Marie Slaga

I am thankful for all the won-
derful people I have met this year 
who have inspired me to be all 
that He intended for me to be.

I wish that everyone could expe-
rience the joy of one’s time and tal-
ent for the benefit of others.
Paul Kowalski

I’m thankful for my new par-
ish, St. Bernard, and all the hos-
pitality I’ve received in Wabash as 
a new pastor.

Prayer, Mass intentions. Seven 
Sisters Apostolate – knowing some-
one is praying for me each day.
Father Jay Horning

My religious vocation celebrat-
ing 70 years.

Prayers or promise of the 
Novena of Masses.
Sister Anne D’Arcy

The Traditional Latin Mass at 
Sacred Heart.

We gave a spiritual bouquet of 
over 40 holy rosaries in a vase to 
our beloved aunt suffering with 
cancer. When we presented the 
vase to her in person, over 50 of 
us prayed a holy rosary with her 
and every day thereafter, a niece 
and nephew prayed a holy rosary 
for her on their assigned day. A 
beautiful gift of prayers!
Anonymous

Thankful for family and friends 
during the holidays!

Help them out on anything they 
need.
Tammi Helm

Programs and medical care for 
seniors.

To share smiles anytime with 
the handicapped.
Lewis Stewart

Good health that allows you to 
live life freely.

Time spent with the grandchildren 
to express deeply our Catholic faith.
Les Zorger

To be able to live a life free of 
worry to subsist economically.

I would pray for the many less- 
fortunate people here and in the 
world.
Donna Brooke

My family.
Subscription to “The Word 

Among Us.”

Lavonne Chalk

I am grateful for my family, my 
faith, my friends, and my health.

I gave Matthew Kelly’s book 
“Holy Moments” to friends to 
encourage them to do acts of 
kindness. I enjoyed the book 
myself.
Anonymous

Family. In the recent past, 
there have been some health 
issues. Family (including church 
family) were always there.

Prayer! Absolutely!! I have 
seen the positive results of prayer 
consistently.
Robert Morgan

Our diocesan clergy – they lead 
us to our Savior!

Prayers! Through the interces-
sions of our saints and Mother 
Mary, God hears our prayers.
Anonymous

While taking care of my elderly 
mother with dementia was trying 
at times, she passed this sum-
mer. I received many blessings 
and insights of the working of 
God’s love in my life and family 
members’. I am grateful for God’s 
merciful love during this time of 
suffering and the many splinters 
to be removed from my eyes.

Taking the time through God’s 
grace to write a memory of some-
one close to you that has passed 
(or is still present in your life). 
To “bring to light” God revealing 
Himself through your loved one’s 
life. 
Cindy Sorg

I am thankful that my parents 
raised me in the Faith and send 
me to Catholic schools.

In a word, “prayers”. I firmly 
believe that Our Lord answers all 
prayers.
Anonymous

I enjoy going to my church and 
spending time with my family. I 
am thankful for the soup kitchens 
that provide food for the less for-
tunate.

Spending time with family and 
receiving handwritten cards from 
family and friends. I enjoy playing 
card games with family.
Julia Couch

The one thing I am thankful 
for is my Catholic faith!

The spiritual gift I would give 
someone is fortitude! Today 
in our society, so many young 
people and old alike are afraid 
– afraid to stand up for what is 
right. To give someone fortitude, 
courage to do that right thing. 
This I feel is what God is calling 
all of us to do is to do what the 
Gospel tells us – Be not afraid, for 
I am with you always!!
Lucy Papaik

As Today’s Catholic received an over-
whelming response to our questions in 
last week’s issue, here are additional 
replies to the two questions listed below.

What are you thankful for this year?

With Christmas around the corner, 
what spiritual gift can you give 
someone, or have you received in the 
past, that costs nothing  
more than your  
time?
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