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W

hile there are dozens of
parishes in the Diocese
of Fort Wayne-South
Bend, many Catholics only frequent their home parish to celebrate Mass and partake in the
sacraments. A centuries-old Holy
Thursday devotion, however,
challenges people to visit seven
churches in a single evening.
After the celebration of the
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on
Holy Thursday, April 14, priests
will place the Eucharist on the
altar of repose for adorers to
praise and keep watch, as Jesus
asked his disciples to do in the
Garden of Gethsemane. Many
Catholics within the diocese will
travel to seven local parishes to
keep watch with Christ as part of
this annual international tradition.
The instructions for this pilgrimage are simple: Visit seven
churches during Thursday evening’s Eucharistic watch to pay
homage to the Lord. Parishes will
have Eucharistic Adoration after
the conclusion of Mass – prospective participants just need to map
out their desired route between
parishes.
This long-standing tradition,
known colloquially as “church
hopping,” also affords Catholics
the opportunity to visit other parishes in the diocese that they may
not have otherwise attended. As
they adore the Lord, they can take
advantage of the variety of beautiful architecture and religious art
to recall Christ’s passion, glory,
and resurrection in preparation
for the upcoming Easter season.
Shawn Witchey has participated in the tradition twice, and says
that visiting different churches
– especially those with cultures
that contrast with his home parish – remains a high point for
him during the yearly pilgrimage.
Witnessing prayer in other languages, Witchey says, was one
of the best parts in his experience with church hopping. “It just
opens up so much more exploration of the faith and how people
do things.”
Witchey says that he also
mentions this idea of exploration
to prospective pilgrims, emphasizing that Holy Thursday offers

ADORATION, page 2

Joshua Schipper

An adorer prays before the Blessed Sacrament during adoration at St. Peter Parish in Fort Wayne. Catholics will have
the chance to pray before the Blessed Sacrament at any church in the diocese after the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on
April 14.
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Meeting migrants, pope warns civilization risks
being ‘shipwrecked’
HAL FAR, Malta (CNS) – Saying
civilization itself risks foundering
because of apathy and selfishness, Pope Francis insisted that
migrants and refugees must be
treated with care and kindness
and recognized as brothers and
sisters.
In the shipwrecks that lead to
thousands of migrants drowning
in the Mediterranean each year,
“we see another kind of shipwreck taking place: the shipwreck
of civilization, which threatens
not only migrants but us all,” the
pope said on April 3 at a meeting
with about 200 migrants at the
John XXIII Peace Lab in Hal Far.
Imagine, he said, “that those
same people we see on crowded
boats or adrift in the sea, on our
televisions or in the newspapers,
could be any one of us, or our
sons or daughters.
“Perhaps at this very moment,
while we are here, there are
boats heading northward across
the sea,” he said. “Let us pray
for these brothers and sisters of
ours who risk their lives at sea in
search of hope.”
The day before the meeting, the pope said, there was
the report of a rescue of four
migrants off the coast of Libya.
More than 90 people were reportedly on the boat; only four did
not drown.
Pope Francis sat against a
shimmering backdrop of shades
of blue topped with blobs of florescent orange – a backdrop built
with plastic bottles and life vests
pulled from the sea.
Franciscan Father Dionisio
Mintoff, the 91-year-old founder
of the center, welcomed Pope
Francis, telling him, “Your urgent
appeals to be close to the weakest
spur us to do better and to continue our daily mission toward
those who, whether for a limited
time or permanently, land on our
island, to escape from misery and
to have a better life.”
The pope spoke after listening
to Daniel Jude Oukeguale and
Siriman Coulibaly describe in harADORATION, from page 1
a prime opportunity to do so. “It’s
not something that most people
get to do very often, to visit other
churches.”
The start of this tradition
is often attributed to St. Philip
Neri, who lived in the mid-16th
century. St. Philip Neri and his
companions initiated the pilgrimage as a counter to the “party
atmosphere” that lingered after
the pre-Lent Carnival season,
according to The Compass News,
the newspaper from the Diocese
of Green Bay in Wisconsin. The
Penn State Newman Community
website states that pilgrims
would prayerfully travel to the
seven churches of Rome on the
initial outset of this tradition,
which is likely the origin of the
tradition’s numeric specifica-

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Pope Francis meets with migrants at the John XXIII Peace Lab’s Center for Migrants in Hal Far, Malta, on April 3, 2022.
The backdrop was built with plastic bottles and life vests pulled from the sea.
rowing detail how they finally
made it to Malta.
Oukeguale said he left his
home in Nigeria five years ago.
“After 13 days of traveling, we
arrived at the desert. While crossing, we passed dead people and
animals, burned cars and a lot
of empty water cans. After eight
traumatic days in the desert, we
made it to Libya.”
He would pay smugglers for
a place on a boat, only to have
the trip canceled and the money
unreturned. Twice he attempted
the crossing, only to be pushed
back by the Libya or Tunisian
coast guards and detained.
The sixth time he paid, he
said, they set sail, and after three
days “it was all smiles when the
Maltese coast guard rescued us.
I couldn’t believe my eyes! Tears
of joy flowing freely. My dreams
came true!
“But these were short lived
since we were put in detention
for six months the same night we
landed. I almost lost my mind,”
he said, and he wondered, “Why
were men like us treating us like
criminals and not like brothers?”
“When you run away from
a situation of war, conflict and
extreme poverty,” Coulibaly said,
“you have nothing except for
your determination to live a better

life and a lot of courage and resilience to face all the challenges
you encounter.”
Unfortunately, he said, too
many individuals and governments seem to think a migrant
ceases being human when he or
she leaves home.
“Today we want to remind
people in decision-making positions and who hold power, that
human rights and dignity are
universal and inherent,” he said.
“We are ‘fratelli tutti” (all brothers and sisters), right?”
At the end of the meeting,
Pope Francis prayed that God
would “free us from fear and prejudice, enable us to share in their
sufferings and to combat injustice together, for the growth of
a world in which each person is
respected in his or her inviolable
dignity, the dignity that you, O
Father, have granted us and your
Son has consecrated forever.”
Located between the Italian
island of Sicily and the North
African coast, Malta – a tiny
nation with fewer than 500,000
residents – has been the first port
of call for thousands of migrants
and refugees crossing the sea
from North Africa in search of a
better life in Europe.
Current European Union
policies have left Malta and other

frontline countries such as Italy,
Spain and Greece, on their own to
rescue, shelter, verify and try to
integrate the migrants.
In his talk at the center, Pope
Francis asked, “How can we save
ourselves from this shipwreck
which risks sinking the ship of
our civilization?”
The answer, he said, is “by
conducting ourselves with kindness and humanity” and by
regarding people not as statistics
but as “what they really are:
people, men and women, brothers
and sisters, each with his or her
own life story.”
The Acts of the Apostles says
that when St. Paul was shipwrecked on Malta, he and his
fellow passengers “were treated
with ‘unusual kindness.’ Not
merely with kindness, but with
rare humanity, a special care and
concern that St. Luke wished to
immortalize.
“Let us respond to the challenge of migrants and refugees
with kindness and humanity,”
the pope said. “Let us light
fires of fraternity around which
people can warm themselves,
rise again and rediscover hope.
Let us strengthen the fabric of
social friendship and the culture
of encounter, starting from places
such as this.”

tions. The number seven also
has particular significance in
Scripture as a symbol of “perfection” or “completion.”
Some Catholics utilize a list of
stations and scriptural readings
to amplify the solemn meaning
of their Holy Thursday pilgrimage. These seven stations recall
the seven locations that Christ
visited between his arrest after
the Last Supper and subsequent
death on Good Friday.
The Compass News explains
that these stations and their
corresponding readings
include: Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane; Jesus bound and
taken before Annas; Jesus taken
before the High Priest, Caiaphas;
Jesus taken before Pilate; Jesus
taken before Herod; Jesus taken
before Pilate again and Jesus
being given the crown of thorns

and led to his crucifixion.
The Eucharistic watch on
Holy Thursday recalls a particular aspect of Scripture as well. In
the Gospels, Jesus asks his disciples to keep watch with him in
the Garden of Gethsemane. In a
similar way, modern disciples of
Christ keep watch in anticipation
of the remembrance of Jesus’
impending passion and death.
Matthew wrote in his Gospel:
“Then Jesus came with them to
a place called Gethsemane, and
he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here
while I go over there and pray.’
He took along Peter and the two
sons of Zebedee, and began to
feel sorrow and distress.”
Parishes in the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend will
emulate this eucharistic watch,
with parishioners filling the
role of the disciples, “keeping

watch” for varying durations.
Prospective pilgrims should
check with the seven parishes
they wish to visit for specific
adoration times. Those who feel
as though travel may not be possible or those looking for a different devotion in which to partake
that evening can check with their
home parish to see if there is a
Holy Hour yet to be filled during
the night watch.
The Holy Thursday “church
hopping” tradition remains a
solemn, powerful and exciting
way to contemplate Christ’s passion, death and resurrection as
the Church closes this season of
Lent. Regardless of the individual parishes visited, no matter
the local culture, the same Lord
stands ready to greet all visitors
in Eucharistic Adoration on the
evening of Holy Thursday.
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Public schedule of Bishop
Kevin C. Rhoades
Monday, April 11: 7 p.m. – Chrism Mass, Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne
Tuesday, April 12: 7 p.m. – Chrism Mass, St. Matthew
Cathedral, South Bend
Thursday, April 14: 7 p.m. – Holy Thursday Mass, St. Matthew
Cathedral, South Bend
Friday, April 15: 1 p.m. – Good Friday Service, Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne
Saturday, April 16: 9 p.m. – Easter Vigil Mass, St. Matthew
Cathedral, South Bend
Sunday, April 17: 10 a.m. – Easter Mass, St. Pius X, Granger

CNS photo/Vatican Media

Delegates representing Canada’s First Nations, Métis and Inuit are pictured in the Vatican’s Clementine Hall during a
meeting with Pope Francis on April 1, 2022.

Pope apologizes for treatment of
Indigenous in Canada, promises visit
BY CINDY WOODEN

VATICAN CITY (CNS) –
Expressing “sorrow and shame”
for the complicity of Catholics
in abusing Indigenous children
in Canada and helping in the
attempt to erase their culture,
Pope Francis pledged to address
the issue more fully when he visits Canada.
Saying he was impressed by
their devotion to St. Anne, the
grandmother of Jesus, the centerpiece of the popular Lac Ste.
Anne Pilgrimage, scheduled this
year for July 25-28, Pope Francis
told them, “This year, I would
like to be with you in those
days.”
The Shrine of St. Anne, on Lac
Ste. Anne, is located in central
Alberta, not far from Edmonton.
“For the deplorable conduct
of members of the Catholic
Church, I ask God’s forgiveness
and I want to tell you with all
my heart, I am very grieved,”
the pope told them on April 1.
“And I join my brother bishops of
Canada in apologizing to you.”
Gathered in the frescoed
Clementine Hall of the Apostolic
Palace, representatives of the
Métis, Inuit and First Nations
shared their prayers, music,
dance and gifts with the pope.
The pope had held separate
meetings on March 28 with
representatives of the Métis
National Council and the Inuit
Tapiriit Kanatami and met on
March 31 with delegates from
the Assembly of First Nations.
They were accompanied by six
Canadian bishops.
Addressing all the delegates
and their supporters at the
end of the week, Pope Francis
recalled that several delegates
compared their communities to
branches, growing in different

directions, buffeted by wind,
but still living because they are
attached to the trunk and the
tree’s deep roots.
“Your tree, which bears fruit,
has suffered a tragedy, which
you told me about in these past
few days: uprooting,” he said.
The normal transmission of language, culture and spirituality
from one generation to the next
“was broken by colonialization,
which, without respect, tore
many of you” from their homelands and tried to force them to
adopt other ways.
Catholics could not use trying
to evangelize the Indigenous as
an excuse of running the schools
because “the faith cannot be
transmitted in a way contrary to
the faith itself,” the pope said.
The Gospel calls Christians
“to welcome, love, serve and
not judge,” he said, and it is “a
frightening thing” when, in the
name of that faith, Christians act
the opposite.
“Through your voices,” he
told the delegates, “I have been
able to touch with my own
hands and carry within me, with
great sadness in my heart, the
stories of suffering, deprivation,
discriminatory treatment and
various forms of abuse suffered
by many of you, particularly in
residential schools.”
Pope Francis said that it is
“chilling” to think of how much
thought and effort went into
designing and running a system
aimed at instilling “a sense of
inferiority” in the students and
the attempt “to make someone
lose his or her cultural identity,
to sever their roots, with all the
personal and social consequences that this has entailed and
continues to entail: unresolved
traumas that have become intergenerational traumas.”
“I feel shame and sorrow for

the role that some Catholics,
with educational responsibilities,
have played in all that has hurt
you, in the abuse and disrespect
of your identity and culture and
even your spiritual values,” he
said.
Those values were on display during the meeting in the
Apostolic Palace, which began
with representatives offering
their prayers.
First Nations’ Elder Fred
Kelly, wearing a feathered headdress and offering a prayer in
Nishnawbe and English, prayed
for the gifts of “love, kindness,
respect, truth and humility from
the one Creator.”
Métis Elder Emile Janvier,
a residential school survivor,
recited his prayer in Dene-Michif,
asking the Creator for healing of
“the hurts of the past” and for
strength in moving forward “in
forgiveness and reconciliation.”
Marty and Lizzie Angotealuk,
members of the Inuit delegation,
led the singing of the Lord’s
Prayer in Inuktitut.
During the individual meetings earlier in the week, elected
leaders of the groups asked Pope
Francis for a formal apology
for the Catholic Church’s role
in suppressing their languages,
cultures and spiritualities and,
particularly, for the Church’s role
in running many of the residential schools that were part of
the government’s plan of forced
assimilation and where many
children were emotionally, physically and sexually abused.
The leaders also asked Pope
Francis to go to Canada to make
that apology and requested his
help in getting access to more of
the school records so a full history of the schools could be written
and so the children in unmarked
graves could be identified.
But the major part of the

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Cassidy Caron, President of the Métis National Council, and other
Canadian Indigenous delegates from the council talk with journalists after
meeting Pope Francis at the Vatican on March 28, 2022.
private meetings with the pope
were devoted to the survivors of
residential schools telling their
stories.
Pope Francis thanked the delegates for “opening your hearts
and for expressing the desire to
walk together,” and he assured
them that he brought all of their
stories to his prayer.
And, he said he looked forward to learning more about
them and meeting their families
when he visited their lands, but,
he said, pointing to the Inuit,
“I’m not going in winter.”
Thanking the pope for agreeing to go to Canada, Bishop
Raymond Poisson of SaintJérôme, Quebec, president of the
Canadian bishops’ conference,
told Pope Francis, “We are ready
today to help you pack your
bags!”
The recent history of the
Catholic Church, he said, “is
marked with the stigma of mistakes and failures to love our
neighbor, in particular toward
members of those nations who
have been present in Canada for

centuries.”
An acknowledgment of the
Church’s failures makes “our
desire for reconciliation” even
stronger, he said. “Our presence
here is a testimony to our commitment for one another and to
each other.”
Pope Francis gave each delegation a bronze olive branch as
a sign of peace and reconciliation, according to the Canadian
bishops’ conference.
The Assembly of First Nations
gave the pope a liturgical stole,
beaded with orange crosses, and
a pair of snowshoes made of
black ash with caribou and artificial sinew.
The Métis National Council
gave him a memory book with
the stories of Métis residential
school survivors and a letter
from Cassidy Caron, the council
president.
The Inuit gave the pope a
cross carved from a baleen of a
bowhead whale and riveted to
a piece of sterling silver and a
pouch made from sealskin with
an ivory button.
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Afghan refugee families find welcome in Fort Wayne
BY KEVIN KILBANE

O

ne family group had a
relatively easy time getting to the Kabul airport
for their evacuation flight out
of Afghanistan last August. The
other rode to freedom on the last
U.S. plane leaving the chaotic
scene at the airport.
All are happy to be in Fort
Wayne, where they have felt
welcome and have received help
from Catholic Charities and other
groups to start building a new
life.
The families spoke with a
writer for Today’s Catholic with
help from Nasreen Yousufi
and Mari Muradi, Afghanistan
natives who settled in Fort
Wayne in 2000 and 2003,
respectively. Both women now
work as interpreters with the
Catholic Charities organization serving the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend. Yousufi
and Muradi speak both Dari and
Pashto, the two main languages
used in Afghanistan.
The Shirzai family flew out
of Afghanistan on the last U.S.
plane to leave the country, said
Munawar Shirzai, 29. With him
were his wife, Jamilla, 25, and
their children, Shoghla, 5 1/2,
Kalson, 4 1/2, Mohammad, 2 1/2,
and Yusuf, 1.
The family lived in
Paktika Province in southern
Afghanistan, said Munawar,
who knows English. He began
working with the U.S. government there in 2007 while still a
teenager. He can’t discuss details
about the work he did, but he
continued assisting the U.S. government all through the refugee
evacuation in August.
The United States military
evacuated nearly 125,000
Afghanistan residents, which
included individuals and members of those individuals’ families who could have faced death
or retaliation by the Taliban.
“We had a normal life,
and then the Taliban came,”
Munawar said. “Then we left
the situation because the situation was getting bad because the
Taliban were getting everywhere.
“When the Taliban took
power, my life was in danger,”
he added. “I left my house and
everything back there and came
here.”
Brothers Mohammad
Farahmand, 32, and Ahmad
Farahmand, 27, also left
Afghanistan for their safety.
Mohammad, who evacuated
with his wife, had worked for
two years as an attorney and
seven years as a prosecutor. He
also had served as a mediator in
talks between the Afghan government and the Taliban.
Ahmad, who had to leave
his wife and three children in
Afghanistan, had served in the
Afghan Army for three years and
also worked as a driver for an
Afghan government official.
They are part of a big
family group who lived in

Photos by Kevin Kilbane

Afghan refugees Mohammad Farahmand, left, and his brother, Ahmad, have
The Shirzai family is among the Afghan refugee families being resettled in
started building new lives in Fort Wayne after being resettled here with help
Fort Wayne by the Catholic Charities office serving the Diocese of Fort Waynefrom the Catholic Charities office serving the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
South Bend. Family members are parents, Jamilla, left, and Munawar, and
Bend. Both now have jobs and have received Indiana driver’s permits as they
their children, from left, Yusuf, Mohammad, Shoghla and Kalson.
work toward obtaining a driver’s license. However, they remain concerned for
the safety of family members still in Afghanistan.
also take the family to medical
Balkh Province in northern
appointments and other needs.
Afghanistan. Their father was
The local Islamic community
the chief of their community,
has also been very welcoming
which Mohammad said lost
to the new Afghan families, said
about 50 people while they
Munawar, whose family practicfought against the Taliban. One
es the Islamic faith. Islamic comof their uncles was killed, and a
munity members have provided
cousin was beheaded.
the Shirzais with food, clothing
“I have really bad memories
and a lot of volunteer help.
over there,” he said.
“I’m so happy since I got to
“I’m thinking if me and
Fort Wayne,” he noted.
my brother, if we would be in
“My goal is to work to help
Afghanistan, we may not be
our kids get their education here,
alive,” Mohammad said. “We
and when they get done, I want
will always be appreciative of the
to continue my education,” said
American Army for saving our
The diocesan Catholic Charities office works with the U.S.
Munawar, who would like to
lives.”
Conference of Catholic Bishops to resettle refugees from a variattend a U.S. military academy.
They worry about their famety of countries, carrying out the Gospel calling to welcome the
The Farahmands also have
ily members still in Afghanistan.
stranger and to care for those in need. Local officials expect to
been happy with Fort Wayne.
That includes Ahmad’s wife
resettle about 125 Afghan refugees in the Fort Wayne area and
People seem nice, and the area’s
and children, their parents, two
around 30 in the South Bend area.
seasonal climate reminds them
brothers and two younger sisters,
of the weather where they lived
who were in 11th grade and colOne of the best ways to help Afghan refugee families is to
in Afghanistan.
lege when the Taliban took over.
donate everyday living items they need, such as cleaning sup“We are trying to learn
The Taliban recently announced
plies, toilet paper, diapers, toiletries, bed sheets (especially twin
English to improve ourselves,”
young women no longer can
size), blankets and towels. They can be dropped off at one of three
Mohammad said. The brothers
attend school beyond the sixth
Catholic Charities offices: Archbishop Noll Center, 915 S. Clinton St.,
and Mohammad’s wife all work
grade.
in Fort Wayne; 1817 Miami St. in South Bend; and 107 W. 5th St. in
at a local manufacturer.
Their family members are
Auburn.
They currently live at Catholic
not living in one place, but
Charities’ Cabrini Center, a formoving from one location to
To view Catholic Charities’ Amazon Wish List of items needed
mer nursing home that Catholic
another every few days to protect
to help Afghan refugee families set up their household when
Charities renovated, largely
their safety, the brothers said.
they move into an apartment or house, visit www.ccfwsb.org/
with volunteer help, to house
Ahmad’s wife and children, ages
refugee-volunteer.
and serve Afghan refugees. The
6, 4 and 7 months, are with his
Farahmands hope to move soon
parents.
to an apartment or rental home,
“My mom and dad, they are
After leaving their homeland,
ly found them a rental house.
Mohammad said.
ok, but not really,” Mohammad
the Shirzais and the Farahmands Catholic Charities assists them
Along with helping them find
said. They miss their sons.
with managing their resettlement their jobs, Catholic Charities gets
“Whenever we talk to them, they all eventually landed in
Washington, D.C. From there,
funds so they can pay rent and
them to medical appointments
are crying,” he said.
they
moved
to
one
of
the
tempoutilities while they get estaband anywhere else they need to
Their father also is feelrary camps the U.S. government
lished in Fort Wayne.
go.
ing sick because it is winter in
The aid that Catholic Charities
Working toward greater indeAfghanistan, and the places they set up at several military bases
around the country.
provides is personal, as staff
pendence and self-reliance has
have been staying aren’t warm,
The Shirzais were housed
members took the Shirzais to
motivated the brothers to receive
he added.
enroll oldest daughter Shoghla
their Indiana driver’s permits,
Munawar Shirzai said his par- for 45 days at Fort Pickett in
Virginia before arriving late last
in kindergarten. Munawar and
and Ahmad may get his license
ents also remain in Afghanistan
year in Fort Wayne, Munawar
Jamilla worried about how she
soon, as well. They each hope to
but seem to be doing ok. After
said. The Farahmands stayed
would adjust, but she loves it, he eventually purchase a car.
the Taliban took control in
temporarily at Camp Atterbury
said.
Someday, Mohammad hopes
August, they came to his parin southern Indiana before being
Staff also helped Munawar
to study for a career in informaents’ home and threw his father
approved last fall to join a friend
apply for and obtain his Indiana
tion technology.
in jail for three days to question
already
living
in
Fort
Wayne.
driver’s license and buy a car. He
Ahmad plans to work, save
him about the whereabouts of
The Shirzais didn’t worry
recently earned his Commercial
money and put education on
his sons, but then released him.
about where they would be reset- Driver’s License and began
hold while he focuses on one
Munawar said he and two
tled, Munawar said. “I am happy searching for a job driving a
goal:
of his brothers worked with the
to start a normal life,” he added.
truck.
“I’m trying to find a way to
U.S. government. His brothers
Catholic Charities has been a
Two volunteers from Catholic
get my family here,” he said.
also left during the evacuahuge help, Munawar said.
Charities come to their house
“That is more important to me.
tion. One brother was resettled
The
agency
initially
housed
regularly to help Jamilla learn
My kids are not safe.”
in Fort Wayne and the other in
the Shirzais in a hotel, but quick- English, he said. Volunteers
Oklahoma.

Ways to provide assistance
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Bearing the cross of infertility –

Springs in the Desert retreat walks with couples, individuals
BY JENNIFER BARTON

L

iving with infertility is an
ordeal nearly unfathomable
to those who do not share
it. Today’s culture praises those
who limit their family size or
have no children at all, but those
couples who suffer from infertility endure daily the pain of not
having children.
“CHERISHED – A Retreat for
Those in a Season of Infertility”
will be offered on Mother’s Day
weekend, Saturday, May 7, at
the Sacred Heart Parish Center
in Notre Dame. It is presented
by the ministry Springs in the
Desert and welcomes both couples and individuals to spend
time with others facing the same
difficulties; to grow and support
each other in the journey of life
“without fear of judgment.”
The nature of infertility,
Springs in the Desert founder
Ann Koshute explains, is often
“very private; there’s a certain
amount of shame that people
feel, there’s a lot of different
emotions – sadness, frustration,
jealousy, all of those things.”
She learned this firsthand, as
there were no parish or Church
support systems that “offered
the kind of support and community” people facing infertility needed. So she and a friend
founded Springs in the Desert
in 2019. Though the ministry is
not local to the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend, the organization became connected locally
through the efforts of Stacey
Huneck, Youth Minister at St.
Charles Borromeo Parish in Fort
Wayne.
Not long after Springs in the
Desert launched their website,
Huneck came across it. Huneck
was searching for some kind
of support group, but what she
frequently found involved matters that were not in line with
her Catholic faith – things like
IVF treatments. Turning to social
media, she connected with
Springs in the Desert and began
writing for their blog.
She, too, understands the private nature of infertility. Priests
have even told her that they
know of no one in their parishes
who are carrying that same

cross. She says, “That might be
true, you might not know them,
but it’s because they might not
have felt comfortable opening up
and sharing about their experiences.”
Both Springs in the Desert
and local efforts have grown in
their mission to walk with couples and individuals facing infertility. Hope for the Journey began
in the diocese around the same
time that Springs in the Desert
came about outside of it. This
group works with the diocese’s
Marriage and Family Ministry to
support men and women within
its boundaries to come to terms
spiritually with their cross of
infertility. Small groups have
been meeting virtually during the
last two years to fill this need.
Springs in the Desert planned
an in-person retreat in the diocese in 2020, but that turned
into a virtual event, which
Huneck said became a blessing
in disguise, as more than 300
people attended, including many
from outside the diocese and
even some from outside the U.S.
Huneck talks to the teens she
mentors at St. Charles Borromeo
about infertility in the context of
women’s identity and role within

the Church. She remarked, “So
much of why I feel called to
live my experience out loud is
because we need a diverse body
in the Church to represent the
full Body of Christ, and it doesn’t
have to look one way.”
Koshute concurred. “The
diverse ways in which our
feminine genius is expressed
through fruitfulness in so many
different ways, and that’s one
of the things we really want to
highlight and help especially
women on this weekend to see
and appreciate for themselves,”
she said.
She added that, “we’re very
intentional about choosing
Mother’s Day weekend because
Mother’s Day is probably the
hardest day of the year for anyone who’s dealing with infertility.”
Mass is included in the retreat
so that women who do not have
children are able to fulfill their
Sunday obligation without facing the anxiety of a Mother’s
Day blessing that most priests
like to bestow upon their congregations that day. Koshute
described that moment as an
instance of extreme isolation for
women living with infertility.

“People are uncomfortable
with suffering,” Koshute said.
Since a person cannot take away
another’s suffering, she stated
that what those who have experienced infertility need most “is
just your love.”
Both women recommend
being present, considerate and
compassionate toward those
who may be facing infertility.
That is what sets her ministry
apart from other, non-spiritual
infertility support groups. “We
like to say that our focus is
on Christ, not on conception,”
Koshute added.
No matter where couples or
individuals are on their journey
with infertility, the CHERISED
retreat invites them to attend to
find a “spiritual place” of comfort and solidarity. It is also open
to those who already have one
child or more but are struggling
to expand their families, as some
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people do experience secondary
infertility.
“For those of us who don’t
have children, we’re a sign of
contradiction in the world, too,
because we’re a witness, I think,
to the holiness of marriage,”
Koshute commented. “Not that
we have to work harder, but we
have to work differently. And I
think we’re a sign to families ...
of the importance of the marriage. ... We need to recognize
that we are witnesses to the
good of marriage and to Christ’s
love in the world.”
Springs in the Desert took for
its patron Simon of Cyrene, who
walked alongside Christ, helping
Him carry His cross toward its
final end.
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Kharkiv bishop accuses
Russia of terror tactics
in Ukraine
WARSAW, Poland (CNS) – A bishop in Ukraine accused Russian
forces of deliberately targeting aid
centers and of destroying the port
of Mariupol to scare other cities
into surrendering. “The Russians
look for aid and medical distribution points where people gather
– this is why charitable work here
is now so dangerous,” said Bishop
Pavlo Goncharuk of Kharkiv. “As
for Mariupol, this is now completely in ruins – although we
don’t know how many civilians
have died there, it certainly runs
into thousands. I’m certain it was
selected as an example, ostentatiously used as a firing range and
shelled to rubble to show what
will happen if other cities continue
resisting.” In a March 31 interview
with Catholic News Service, he
said his own city of Kharkiv, with
almost 2 million mostly Russianspeaking inhabitants before the
war, also remained under constant
bombardment despite being largely reduced to “ruins and ashes.”
Four-fifths of local Catholics have
fled the city’s five parishes, Bishop
Goncharuk said, and Masses were
no longer being celebrated for fear
Russian artillery would deliberately strike them.

Peter K. Kilpatrick
is named Catholic
University of America’s
new president
WASHINGTON, D.D. (CNS) – The
Catholic University of America’s
board of trustees has selected
Peter K. Kilpatrick as the 16th
president of the university, effective July 1. His appointment was
announced on March 29. He
succeeds John Garvey, who has
served as president for 12 years.
“We could not have asked for a
better candidate to lead Catholic
University. Peter Kilpatrick is
both a distinguished researcher
and a creative administrator who
sees research at the service of
the human person in keeping
with his Catholic faith,” Victor P.
Smith, chairman of the university’s board of trustees, said in
a statement. Smith chaired the
search committee to find a successor to Garvey, who announced
last September that he would
step down from the role he
described as “an honor and a
privilege” at the end of June.
Since 2018, Kilpatrick has been
Provost and Vice President for
Academic Affairs for the Illinois
Institute of Technology, a private
research university in Chicago.
“Serving as president of The
Catholic University of America
is a dream job for me, bringing
together faith and reason in service to the human person and
human dignity,” he said in a
statement. According to a news
release about his appointment,
“combining research and faith
is important to Kilpatrick,” who
became Catholic as an adult.
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News Briefs
Holocaust survivor dies during Russian invasion of Ukraine

CNS photo/Thomas Peter, Reuters

Family members of Borys Romanchenko attend his funeral in Kharkiv, Ukraine, on March
24, 2022. Romanchenko, a 96-year-old Holocaust survivor, was killed at his apartment
during shelling by Russian forces.

Pope: Inclusion puts
normally marginalized
people front and
center
VATICAN CITY (CNS) – Meeting
members of a foundation supporting individuals with autism
and their families, Pope Francis
happily put on a gift of a red
chef’s apron over his white cassock and gave his guests an
enthusiastic “thumbs-up.” The
apron was emblazoned with the
name and slogan of a pizzeria
near Milan run by young adults
on the spectrum: “PizzAut: Let’s
Feed Inclusion. Don’t Trample
on Dreams.” The pizzeria, which
opened in May 2021, also brought
along its food truck to Rome and
parked alongside Bernini’s colonnade surrounding St. Peter’s
Square to offer free lunch to people in need after the papal audience on April 1. Pope Francis told
them this gesture was “beautiful!
An initiative that demonstrates
the style of the good Samaritan,
God’s style,” which is to be close,
compassionate and kind. “With
these three traits one can see the
face of God, the heart of God, the

way of God,” he said. The papal
audience in the apostolic palace
brought together members of the
Italian Autism Foundation on the
eve of World Autism Awareness
Day. The U.N.-sponsored day was
dedicated this year to the importance of access to education,
which was drastically disrupted
the past two years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, reversing
years of progress and worsening
inequalities, the UN.org website
said.

Bridgeport priest
named rector of U.S.
seminary in Rome
ROME (CNS) – Msgr. Thomas
W. Powers, Vicar General of
the Diocese of Bridgeport,
Connecticut, has been named
rector of the Pontifical North
American College, the U.S. seminary in Rome. His appointment
by the Vatican Congregation for
Clergy was announced on March
30 and goes into effect on July
1. The current rector, Father
Peter Harman, has completed a
six-year term. In a press release
from the college, Bishop Robert
P. Deeley of Portland, Maine,

and Chairman of the Board of
Governors of the college, which
nominates the candidate, said,
“Monsignor Powers is extremely
well-suited to serve as our next
rector, given his extensive experience in seminary formation,
his many pastoral skills and his
prior work in church governance
and administration. We are very
grateful for his acceptance of our
nomination.” Monsignor Powers
said, “I am very grateful to be
asked to take on this important
role,” and “I ask the Lord to grant
me the grace to fulfill this role
faithfully and I entrust myself
to Our Blessed Mother, Our Lady
of Humility.” Father Harman
praised the monsignor as “a talented, generous, faithful and holy
priest. I cannot think of a better example and spiritual father
for the men in priestly formation here at the North American
College.”

Emergency abortion
legislation extended in
England, Wales
LONDON (CNS) – Members of
the British House of Commons
voted to continue indefinitely

with emergency COVID-19 legislation to allow women to obtain
abortion pills by mail after an
online consultation. After the
vote, Auxiliary Bishop John
Sherrington of Westminster, the
lead bishop for life issues of the
Bishops’ Conference of England
and Wales, said the vote “fundamentally changes access to
abortion.” Members of the House
of Commons voted 215-188 on
March 30 for an amendment
to the Health and Social Care
Bill to continue the “do-it-yourself abortion” plan indefinitely.
The vote means the amendment
will become law in England and
Wales. Under the system, after a
tele-medical assessment, women
are sent two pills to procure an
abortion – the first to induce a
miscarriage and the second to
cause the uterus to contract and
expel its contents. The emergency measure was announced on
March 28, 2020, three days after
the start of the first national lockdown, when women could not
visit their doctors in person, and
the government intended to end
it on Aug. 30, 2022. Before that
time, all women seeking an abortion had to obtain the written
consent of two doctors, including
at an in-person appointment, and
the pills had to be ingested in
a clinical setting in the event of
any complications. “Such a move
diminishes the seriousness with
which these decisions should be
taken,” Bishop Sherrington said
in a March 31 statement posted
on the website of the English and
Welsh bishops’ conference.

After clampdown in El
Salvador, some worry
human rights in peril
WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNS)
– Human rights groups in
Washington D.C. sounded the
alarm after the Salvadoran government began mass arrests and
suspended personal freedoms following a record-breaking spree
of homicides by gangs in late
March. Almost immediately, El
Salvador’s legislative body voted
to declare a “state of exception”
for 30 days, limiting the right to
assembly and due process, as
well as stripping privacy in personal communications, saying it
was necessary to combat the violence. “A broad state of emergency adopted in El Salvador in the
name of security suspends a range
of basic rights, opening the door
to abuse,” said the Washington,
D.C.-based Human Rights Watch
on March 29. Salvadoran authorities, including national police
and soldiers, increased presence
around El Salvador, controlling
who got in and out of certain
neighborhoods, searching houses
and personal property at random
and detaining anyone suspected
of being a gang member. A photographer from one of the country’s national newspapers covering the situation said that on
March 29, soldiers asked him to
get on his knees, took away his
camera and erased photos in the
memory card.
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Seder meal planned
FORT WAYNE – St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in Fort Wayne will
host a Seder meal on April 13 at
6 p.m. The Seder meal is a ritual
meal commemorating the events
of the Exodus. The observance
of the Seder meal celebrates not
only the tradition of Christ’s last
supper, but the Church’s Jewish
heritage. The parish will furnish
the lamb and wine for the meal.
There is no charge for dinner, but
each person is asked to bring a
dish to share among the eight
people at their table. Reservations
are required by Sunday, April 10.
Register at saintv.org/seder or the
church offices at 260-489-3537.
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Around the Diocese
Catholicism in Africa talk

Choice awardees at the annual
Foundation for Art and Music
in Education (FAME) Festival
in Fort Wayne: eighth-grader
Felicity Barton from Queen of
Angels, third-grader Savannah
Galbraith and eighth-grader
Lauren Galbraith, both from St.
Charles Borromeo. Their artwork
will be featured alongside other
Mayor’s Choice Award winners
in the basement level of Citizen’s
Square in downtown Fort Wayne
from April 21-May 12.

Morning of reflection
and renewal

Spirituality of life
series announced
NOTRE DAME – The Notre Dame
Office of Life and Human Dignity
at the McGrath Institute for Church
Life partnered with the Sisters of
Life to produce “Into Life: Love
Changes Everything,” a 12-part
video series. This series features
the ministry work of the Sisters of
Life, who accompany women facing unexpected pregnancies and
the pro-life theology of their mission. The program is free and can
be used for 12-week group study
or personal use. It can be accessed
at intolifeseries.com.

Provided by Father Bob Garrow

Father Augustine Onuoho, Parochial Vicar of St. Pius X in Granger, is seen with parishioners of St. Stanislaus Kostka in New Carlisle when he came to give a presentation at
FAME Festival awardees the parish about the Catholic Church in Africa, and more specifically, his home country of
FORT WAYNE – Three students Nigeria. Nigeria is the largest nation in Africa, by population with a sizable Catholic populafrom Fort Wayne Catholic schools
tion in the southern regions. Many priests from Nigeria are sent to the U.S. as missionaries.
received recognition as Mayor’s

‘Flood drill’ prank pulled on students

FORT WAYNE – On Saturday,
June 11, the Seven Sisters
Apostolate will present “Getting
to Know Our Patrons: Madonna
of the Grapes, St. John Vianney
and St. Margaret Clitherow.” This
event will take place at St. Vincent
de Paul Catholic Church in Fort
Wayne beginning at 8:15 a.m.
with Mass and a light breakfast
to follow in the Msgr. Kuzmich
Life Center. This will provide an
opportunity for members of the
Seven Sisters Apostolate to renew
their commitment and share fellowship with others. A relic of St.
John Vianney will be available for
veneration. There is no cost, but
attendees must register at bit.ly/
ssrenewal22.

Earning their merit badges

Provided by Jeanne Hohenstein

Provided by Chip Mitros

After morning prayer and announcements at St. John the Baptist School in Fort Wayne,
principal Mary Keefer very seriously told the students that they would be having a flood
drill. Students were to lay down on their desks in case the classrooms flooded. Though confused, students did as they were told and laid on their bellies across their desks so that they
could swim if needed. After a couple minutes, Mrs. Keefer, came back on the announcements to call “April Fools!”

Members of Cub Scout Pack 10 from St. Pius X Catholic
Church in Granger are presently working toward their Light
of Christ and Parvuli Dei elective awards. These awards help
scouts to develop their relationship with God. Pictured are
scouts who recently attended a “behind the scenes” tour of
St. Pius X, led by Sally Flask.
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Praising God the first priority

Photos by Jennifer Barton

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades speaks to students and faculty at St. Mary of the Assumption Church at his pastoral visit to St.
Joseph School on March 31.

A unique feeder school system

BY JENNIFER BARTON

E

ven amid the solemn atmosphere of the Lenten
season, excitement ran high at St. Mary of the
Assumption Catholic Church and St. Joseph
Catholic School in Decatur as Bishop Rhoades came for
Mass and his pastoral visit on March 31. Concelebrating
morning Mass were Father David Ruppert, Pastor of St.
Mary of the Assumption, and Parochial Vicar Father Jose
Panamattathil Chandy, VC, along with Father Jonathan
Agbedo from nearby Geneva and recently retired priest
and Decatur native, Father Stephen Colchin.
At Mass, Bishop Rhoades thanked Brian Baker, St.
Joseph School principal, and others for offering their
hospitality that day. Several students engaged with the
bishop during his homily, eagerly raising their hands to
answer his questions and participating in the Mass.
Bishop Rhoades’ homily focused on giving praise
and adoration to God and God alone. He illustrated this
point by referencing the first reading for the day, the
story of the golden calf, when the Israelites turned from
God in the desert and fell into idolatry. “God had done
so much for them; He had saved them from slavery and
was bringing them to the Promised Land, and what did
they do? They rebelled against Him.”
He explained the sin of idolatry and how people fall
into it even today by placing other things like money
and possessions before God. “The most important thing
in our life should be God. God is our creator; He’s our
savior. Like He saved the people from slavery, He saves
us through His son Jesus. He gives us eternal life. So,
we owe Him everything.”
For that reason, the bishop continued, Catholics need
to thank God each day for the blessings in their lives.
He told the schoolchildren that a wonderful prayer of
praise that they could easily say daily is the Glory Be,
and he invited them to recite it with him.
He also reminded them that even when one sins,
God always stands ready to forgive. “And that’s why we
have the wonderful gift of confession, the sacrament of
reconciliation.”
Finally, he encouraged them to adore God in the

Father David Ruppert Pastor of St. Mary of the Assumption concelebrates at the school Mass for the bishop’s pastoral visit.

A St. Joseph School student prays after Communion at Mass.
greatest manner possible: by reverently receiving Him in
the Eucharist. “With reverence, realize you’re receiving
Jesus into our lives, into our souls,” he said. “We thank
the Lord for the gift of His Body and Blood. And we can
close our eyes and think of how Jesus is in me. Jesus
is with me, I just received Him; Holy Communion is an
amazing gift. So, it’s wonderful to be with you today to
celebrate this great act of worship in which we adore
God above all things in holy Mass.”

Though numerous other Catholic schools within
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend offer preschool
programs, St. Joseph School is the only Catholic school
with a daycare on its campus, serving children as young
as six weeks old. This was the first stop on Bishop
Rhoades’ visit to the school. Here he met with Laura
Sutton, supervisor of the daycare and preschool programs.
He was surprised and impressed by the size of the
program, which utilizes a converted convent from the
days when religious sisters still served the school and
parish community. St. Joseph boasts many rooms for
children of different ages, from infants to preschool children preparing to transition to kindergarten in the main
school building.
What began as a means of providing affordable daycare for teachers at the school became a way to fill a
community need, Baker said. Now the daycare operates
year-round in that capacity. Sutton informed Bishop
Rhoades that around 70 percent of the children in the
program are Catholic and that it has become a great
steppingstone into St. Joseph Grade School – almost a
feeder school in itself. A recent grant from the State of
Indiana will give the program a needed financial boost
to purchase new equipment and fill other needs to keep
the program running strong.
The preschool students were delighted to meet
Bishop Rhoades in their classrooms. When he told one
group of joyful children that he is the bishop, one boy
asked what a bishop was while other students pointed
out his pectoral cross. In one classroom, the bishop was
invited to sing the alphabet song with the enthusiastic
students.

Exploring the Catholic faith
Though he enjoyed his time with the school’s youngest children, the infants in the daycare, Bishop Rhoades
clearly relished speaking with the older students about
their religious studies, beginning with Michelle Miller’s
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y of pastoral visit to Decatur
second-grade class. Here, the bishop spoke to the secondgraders about the importance of their upcoming first
Communion.
Similarly, when meeting with members of the student
council and the large eighth-grade class, he spoke to them
about their approaching confirmation Mass, which will take
place in a matter of weeks. Additionally, two eighth-grade
girls personally presented Bishop Rhoades with their preconfirmation letters.
The eighth-grade class was solemn and quiet as two students asked the bishop weighty, thought-provoking questions, one regarding suicide and another about evolution.
Bishop Rhoades spoke to the students about the Church’s
view on both topics and expounded on the idea of faith and
science working together, not against each other.
“I love the complimentary nature of our faith and reason,” he said, explaining that the stories put forward in
Genesis are not meant to be scientific, but are religious
truths communicated through stories; that Catholics can
believe in evolution as long as they are aware that God put
souls into the first human beings during the course of it.
He also urged the students to never stop learning about
their faith, even as many of them transition out of Catholic
schools.

A family community
During the bishop’s visit, members of the student council
had the opportunity to share with him the things that they
liked most about their school. Overall, their answers centered around the faith and education gained at St. Joseph,
as two students enjoyed the youth group, two reminisced
on a trip they took to Camp Potawatomie in which they
learned about the Underground Railroad and one student’s
favorite thing was the recent confirmation retreat, presented by the Franciscan University of Steubenville.
During a conversation with the bishop between classes,
Baker spoke highly of his students at St. Joseph and how
well they represent their Catholic upbringing when they
enter Bellmont High School, which most students will
attend. St. Joseph students perform well both academically
and in the field of sports, he stated.
Baker has reason to be proud of his school and its students, as he is also a product of St. Joseph and a faculty
member for 19 years in addition to sending his own children to the school.
As the only Catholic school in Decatur, Baker says the
family atmosphere at St. Joseph is unique. “I’m sure every
school says it, but it feels like this is just such a family. It’s
a small community; everyone seems to know one another
and there’s a lot of relatives within the building.”
The three-story school building holds a student population of more than 300 children, with a newer gymnasium built across the street a few years ago. St. Joseph
School has been educating the children of St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish for generations. The school building is
nearly a hundred years old, but the school itself dates back
to 1881. The daycare program is in such demand within the
community that Baker is looking at ways “to best grow but

Bishop Rhoades takes a photo op with many of the babies
in the daycare program.

Children in the St. Joseph Daycare Ministry show off their
muscles to Bishop Rhoades when he visited their classroom.

keep things convenient for the parents,” he said.
The school gives back to the community by raising
money for local charities as well as participating in
CRS Rice Bowl initiatives. Traditionally, the seventhgrade class performs a living Stations of the Cross
on Holy Thursday, setting the mood for the Easter
celebration, and this year will be the first to be held in
two years.
St. Joseph School will continue to meet the spiritual and academic needs of the Catholic population of
Decatur for years to come, giving praise and honor to
God for all He has done for His children.

Members of the Student Council meet with Bishop Rhoades to talk about the different ways their
school has impacted their faith lives.

A second-grade student demonstrates how he is learning
to receive the Eucharist in his hands for his upcoming first
Communion.

During a break between classrooms, Bishop Rhoades spends some time chatting with
Principal Brian Baker, who is in his 19th year as a staff member at St. Joseph School.
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Dead-end roads lead police officer to true path
BY SAMANTHA ROHLOFF

“I

was not raised in a
particularly religious
household,” said Keirsh
Cochran, a native of Franklin,
Indiana. But as a third-generation law enforcement officer,
he was taught to maintain “a
strong moral compass” from an
early age. Cochran is preparing
for his first Communion and confirmation this year at SS. Peter
and Paul Parish in Huntington
during the Easter Vigil.
His route to the Catholic
faith followed a winding trail.
Around his high school years, he
stumbled upon a variety of world
religions, looking for answers
that would lead him in the right
direction. Channeling a passion
for history and knowledge, he
read the entire New Testament,
large parts of the Quran and
even some of the writings of
Siddhartha Gautama, known
as the Buddha and founder of
Buddhism. He also explored
atheism.
One firm goal that Cochran
did set for himself was the military life – it was his dream to
join the Air Force. “I actually
never made it in,” he explained.
“I enlisted, and I was going
through my final physical before
shipping out to basic training.
That’s when they caught the
hearing loss.”
This hereditary yet unexpected
hearing problem prevented him
from grasping one of his biggest
aspirations, and he described the
moment that his life’s plans were
altered as “devastating.” But it
was in this darkness that Cochran
discovered Christianity as his
light. In hindsight, he noted,
“It was just God closing a door
that sent me on the path that He
wanted me on.”
After converting to
Christianity, he and his future
wife Christie met at a World
Assemblies of God Fellowship

Provided by Keirsh Cochran

Keirsh Cochran stands beside Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades outside of the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Fort Wayne on March 6 after the
Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion. Many twists and turns led
Cochran to the Catholic Church and he joyfully anticipates Easter Vigil, when
he will enter into full communion at SS. Peter and Paul Parish in Huntington.
church. He joined the Fort
Wayne Police Department and
became a church board member
for First Assembly of God, which,
he noted, is the state’s biggest
Assemblies of God church. Even
after all his searching and conversion, he still felt lost.
Cochran had sensed a pull
to Catholicism while attending
Huntington University as an
undergraduate student. “As a
relatively new Christian, I went
to our campus pastor, and I said,

‘Hey, I think I need to be confirmed into the Catholic Church.’”
This unfortunately fell by the
wayside, but not for long.
After receiving the 2019
Young Alumnus Award from
Huntington University at the
age of 29, Cochran became
Chief of Campus Police for his
alma mater, making him “the
youngest active Chief of Police in
America,” he said.
Working in Huntington meant
that he and his wife would need

to look for a closer church comhalf ago. He reread Scott Hahn’s
munity. As they searched, his
book, “Rome Sweet Home,” and
desire to become Catholic resurwas entranced with the “intelfaced once more. He attended
lectual way that he approaches
Mass, joined RCIA and kept
theology.”
advancing toward Catholicism in
He further recounted the time
a step-by-step sequence. Before
he was at the Easter Vigil Mass
even beginabout a year
ning RCIA, he
ago in which
read the whole
he thought, “I
Catechism of
want to take
“I want to get as close to Christ the Eucharist.
the Catholic
Church in
I want to be
anticipation.
a part of this
as
possible,
and
to
do
that,
you
Of the many
rather than just
elements that
being a fan in
kind of go to the trunk of the tree, the stands or a
drew him
to the faith,
witness. I want
he described
be in the
which is the Catholic Church.” to
Church hisgame. I want to
tory as one of
be a part of this
KEIRSH COCHRAN
his favorites.
community.”
He was fasciOnce
nated by how
Catholic,
Catholicism
Cochran plans
contains hison advancing
tory dating further back than
another passion of his even furwhat his previous church would
ther. By fostering a Biblical and
even recognize.
prayerful lens at the forefront of
“I want to get as close to
his ministry, “Racial Justice,” he
Christ as possible, and to do
tours the nation, speaking to colthat, you kind of go to the trunk
leges, churches and other comof the tree, which is the Catholic
munities about “racial reconciliaChurch,” he said. By this, he
tion and policing in America.” He
acknowledged how Catholicism
is also currently in the process
is the only chute of Christianity
of acquiring his PhD in Criminal
that has remained unchanged
Justice Leadership.
since its founding by Christ himHe said, “As Christians, as
self.
Catholics, we are called to a life
Cochran’s love for the
of justice and peace and reconcilEucharist is another reason why
iation. And we politicize some of
he’s becoming Catholic. In fact, it these issues that are really close
is this particular sacrament he is to God’s heart.”
most looking forward to receivHe is an advocate for crimiing. “It feels like, at this point,
nal justice reform and publicly
the same way that it did when I
opposes racism in law enforcewas engaged and we were about
ment. By maintaining this misthis far out from the wedding,”
sion of his, he wants to “continhe explained. “And I’m just
ue to show the love of Christ.”
ready to be married … I’m just
As the day of his entrance
so unbelievably ready for the
into the Church draws near, he
Eucharist and that full commulongs to complete his journey
nion that comes with it.”
home, knowing that nothing can
His conversion to the Catholic keep him from the love of God.
faith was “a beautiful journey,”
“It feels like Easter can’t come
he said. The defining moment
soon enough,” he said.
occurred only about a year and
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Wahlberg: Real-life Father Stu has him ‘continuing to carry
on his message’
BY MARK PATTISON

WASHINGTON, D.C. (CNS) –
Catholic actor Mark Wahlberg,
who plays the title role in the
upcoming movie “Father Stu,”
said the real-life Montana priest
is “having me continuing to
carry on his message.”
“Father Stu,” in theaters
April 13, tells the story of Father
Stuart Long, a priest who had
been ordained for only four years
before he died from an incurable
muscle disorder, and the lives
he touched along the way before
and after his ordination.
Some of those he touched
were, in truth, pummeled, as
Stuart Long was an amateur
boxer, compiling a 15-2 record
before he gave up the ring.
In those days, pre-Father
Stu was the kind of guy who
wouldn’t take no for an answer
– and often assembled a string
of expletives before rejecting any
rebuff to his pursuit of whatever
dream he was following at the
time. But the priest, who grew
up unbaptized, had a near-death
experience following a motorcycle accident and determined the
priesthood was his true calling.
“I’ve made a movie about a
remarkable man, and I know
that they had campaigned to get
him ordained and petitioned to
have him canonized,” Wahlberg
told Catholic News Service in a
March 31 phone interview from
Los Angeles. “I’ll push and campaign for Stu, absolutely.”
He said an archbishop, whom
he didn’t name, came to him
while he was he trying to make
the movie. “He told me, ‘Father
Stuart Long did more in his four
years than I have in my 40 years
of service,’” citing the priest’s
“dedication and service to God.”
Wahlberg, also a producer
of the movie, said if the reallife Father Stu, as he was best
known, had seen his life onscreen, “I think he’d have a
big smile on his face, probably
saying he’s not as big or strong
or as good a boxer. He’s a supercompetitive guy, and if I ever get
asked who would be one of the
few people to have dinner with,
dead or alive, he’d be right at the
top of my list.”
The priest “had four years to
complete his mission here and
now he has eternity ... having
me continuing to carry on his
message,” Wahlberg said. “Who
knows how long I’ll have?”
Asked what his Catholic faith
means to him, Wahlberg replied,
“Everything. Everything. There’s
so many wonderful things that
happened to me – the good,
the bad and everything else in
between. I’ve been able to appreciate and have gratitude because
of my faith. After I’ve done my
last interview, I’ll know how to
articulate it.”
He added, “This message,
this conversation and this com-

CNS photo/Karen Ballard, Columbia Pictures

Mark Wahlberg stars in a scene from the movie “Father Stu.”
mitment to service does not stop
when the movie comes out. It’s
only a start.”
Wahlberg said this film is
different from his other projects
because of “how this child (the
movie) came into the world, and
what it’s doing for people. How
it’s touching people ... in a good
way for everybody. Everybody is
finding something they can personally relate to.”
He said, “We were really
inspired by Stu’s story. And it’s
just a matter of finding the right
person to put it on the page,
which was not an easy thing to
do,” given that many decades of
Father Stu’s life had to be condensed into a two-hour movie.
Wahlberg talked with screenwriter Rosalind Ross.
“Even though she wasn’t
raised Catholic, she could really

appreciate someone trying to
find their calling,” Wahlberg told
CNS. He said he asked Ross,
“Why not take a crack at it?”
After Ross came back with the
script, Wahlberg told her, “This
is the script – and I want you
to direct,” giving Ross her first
directorial assignment.
Ross’ longtime partner, actor
Mel Gibson, is cast as Father
Stu’s dad, who did his young
son no favors. His mother is
played by Jacki Weaver, who
won an Oscar for her role in
“Silver Linings Playbook.”
Longtime actress Colleen Camp,
an executive producer of “Father
Stu,” has a memorable scene as
a motel desk clerk. And if you
look behind the scruffy beard,
that’s Malcolm McDowell playing
Monsignor Kelly, the seminary
rector.

Wahlberg said he had to go to
extremes to play Stuart Long as
a boxer and as an infirm priest.
“I was kind of in shape” at
the start of filming,” he said.
“I had just done an adventure
racing movie. I had to reacquire
my skill from ‘The Fighter,’” the
2010 movie in which he played
real-life boxer Micky Ward. “I
just started consuming 7,000

calories (a day) for the fighting
scenes” that make up most of
the opening scenes of “Father
Stu.”
Wahlberg later had to ramp
that up to 11,000 calories a day
“to try to show how Stu’s physical being deteriorated and how
his spirit soared.”

EVERY CHILD DESERVES A
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Gender politics and the Supreme Court Why doing what is
right in your own sight
A MORE
J
is such a bad idea
HUMAN

udging by news coverage and
social media, Senate hearings on the confirmation of
appellate Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson to replace Supreme Court
Justice Stephen Breyer have provided more political theater than
enlightenment on the law.
One media storm erupted over
the claim that Judge Jackson
doesn’t know what a woman is.
The question actually posed
to her by Republican Sen.
Marsha Blackburn of Tennessee
was: “Can you provide a definition for the word ‘woman’?”
The exchange that followed
went like this:
Jackson: “I can’t.”
Blackburn: “You can’t?”
Jackson: “Not in this context.
I’m not a biologist.”
Some conservatives leaped to
question how a woman, nominated by a president wanting to
choose a Black woman, doesn’t
know what she is.
But the question was about
defining the word, a more difficult matter – as Supreme Court
Justice Potter Stewart famously
told us in 1964, when he said
he wasn’t sure how to define a
phrase like “hardcore pornography,” but “I know it when I see
it.”
One perspective is that Judge
Jackson was declining to prejudge a legal issue that could
come before the court. Judicial
nominees are not supposed to
answer such questions, because
they should make their judgment
based solely on the facts and
arguments presented by both
sides in the case.
And that would make sense.
For decades, Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972

has barred discrimination “on
the basis of sex” at educational
institutions receiving federal
funds. But in 2016, the Obama
administration issued guidance
claiming that “sex” should be
defined in terms of a student’s
self-identification.
That policy was enjoined by
a federal court, which found
no basis for this new definition in the law’s text or history.
The Trump administration then
reversed the Obama policy, saying it would interpret “sex” in
accord with the biological differences between men and women.
Finally, President Joe Biden
has expressed interest in restoring the Obama policy, with final
regulations expected this spring.
The outcome of this dispute
may determine whether Title IX
continues to ensure equitable
support for women’s athletics
at American colleges. Recently,
University of Pennsylvania student Will Thomas, after changing his name to Lia and identifying as a woman, won the NCAA
women’s swimming championship.
Even transgender advocate
Caitlyn Jenner has said that
Thomas is not the “rightful winner” of the title, and that allowing biological men to compete
against women is “not good for
women’s sports.” Many states
are trying to stop this trend,
but a contrary federal law could
block their efforts. This will end
up in federal court.
The interesting thing about
Judge Jackson’s answer, though,
is that she suggested this is a
question of biological fact, not
of personal choice or legal dictate, which is what the Trump
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RICHARD DOERFLINGER
administration said. Perhaps the
senator should have thanked
her for this excellent answer and
moved on.
Supreme Court justices have
sometimes ignored the relevance
of biological facts. In 1973, for
example, they said, “We need
not resolve the difficult question
of when life begins” because
“those trained in the respective
disciplines of medicine, philosophy and theology are unable to
arrive at any consensus.” But
it is biology that is “the study
of life.” The court ignored the
embryology textbooks to create
a new “right” to extinguish life
before birth.
Pope Francis has spoken
against gender ideologies “that
attempt to sunder what are
inseparable aspects of reality,”
in the apostolic exhortation
“Amoris Laetitia.” (No. 56). He
urges us not to ignore or replace
the gift of our Creator. The
church’s theology reminds us
that biology is real. On this one
point, we saw a moment of nonpartisan clarity at the hearing.

Richard Doerflinger worked for 36
years in the Secretariat of Pro-Life
Activities of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

W

hat does the Bible think
about our current cultural fascination with
finding our own voices, setting
our own agenda, doing things
according to our own lights?
Is the Bible for or against this
ego-dramatic approach to life?
Might I suggest we look at the
close of the book of Judges, a
text marked by enough murder,
mayhem and miscreancy to
put Martin Scorsese or Quentin
Tarantino to shame.
After the death of Samson,
the last of the judges of Israel,
the tribes, we are told, drifted
into disunity and commenced
to manifest shocking violence
upon one another. The most
remarkable and frankly sickening story, again in a book filled
with such stories, concerns the
outrage at Gibeah. We hear of a
man from Ephraim in the north
who had taken a concubine
from Bethlehem in the south.
When the woman escaped and
returned home, the man came
after her and took her back into
his possession. He then set out
with her and came to the town of
Gibeah. We are told that “scoundrels” from the city that night
surrounded the house. Exactly
duplicating the infamous tale
from the book of Genesis, the
mob shouted to the owner of the
place: “Bring out the man who
has come into your house, so
that we may get intimate with
him.” With astonishing moral
turpitude, the owner of the abode

WORD
ON FIRE
BISHOP ROBERT BARRON
replied, “Do not commit this terrible crime. Instead, let me bring
out my virgin daughter and this
man’s concubine. Humiliate
them or do whatever you want;
but against him do not commit such a terrible crime.” At
that, they shoved the concubine
outside, and the men, we are
blithely informed, “raped her and
abused her all night until morning.”
Utterly indifferent to her suffering and humiliation, the man
placed her, next morning, on
his beast of burden and commenced the journey to Ephraim.
When he arrived home, “he got a
knife and took hold of the body
of the woman, cut her up into
twelve pieces, which he then
sent throughout the territory of
Israel.” Was she dead when he
found her that morning? Did she
die on the way? Did he kill her?
We’re not told, which only adds
to the horror of the narrative.
When the gruesome message
was received across the nation
of Israel, the elders assembled
an army and attacked the city
BARRON, page 13

The Passion story is the story of our salvation
THE
SUNDAY
GOSPEL
MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

Palm Sunday
Luke 22:14-23:56

T

he Church this weekend
leads us to the climax
of Lent, the observance
of Holy Week, by offering the
impressive liturgy of Palm
Sunday.
Recalling the triumphant
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem,
for Luke the utter apex of the
entire ministry of the Lord since
in Jerusalem the Crucifixion and
Resurrection occurred, these
readings bring us to the heart of
the Church’s teaching regarding
salvation. Jesus is eternal Lord
and Savior.
When the palms are blessed,
and the solemn procession, ide-

ally of all in the congregation,
forms, the Church offers us a
reading from Luke. This reading
recalls the plans for the arrival of
Jesus in the Holy City as well as
the arrival itself.
An element of blessed inevitability, of Providence, surrounded
the event. Jesus told Pharisees
who objected to it all that even
if the disciples were silent, the
very stones would proclaim the
good news of salvation in Christ.
God wills that we have, in Christ,
everlasting life.
For the first reading in the
Liturgy of the Word, the Church
gives us the third of the four
“Songs of the Suffering Servant”
from the third section of Isaiah.
Scholars debate the identity of
this servant. Was he a prophet?
A collective symbol for the people
of Israel? In any case, Christians
have always seen in these songs
the image of the innocent, constantly loyal servant of God, the
Lord Jesus.
The second reading is from
Philippians. These verses are
thought to have been an ancient
Christian hymn, used in early

liturgies, eloquent in declaring
intense faith.
As its last reading, the Church
dramatically offers a passage
from Luke’s Passion narrative.
The very rubrics provide for the
congregation to be involved.
Each Gospel contains a highly
detailed and lengthy account of
the trial and execution of Jesus.
Each evangelist was an individual person who had his own
insights into what happened on
the first Good Friday.
In general, Luke’s Gospel
sees Jesus as the embodiment
of God’s mercy, literally God in
human flesh, the son of Mary,
a human woman, not an angel
or a goddess. Jesus bears eternal
life. He makes all things right.
He seeks out the wayward and
the despondent. He reconciles
sinners with God. All this is completed in the Lord’s sacrificial
death on Calvary, so everything
so far has been a prelude to
these final days in Jerusalem.
Jesus had enemies. People are
obtuse; at times devious, even
vicious. Still, the love of God will
not be thwarted. Salvation will

come. It is God’s plan for us.

Reflection
Few sections of the Scriptures,
if any, are as powerful as the
four Passion narratives presented
to us in the successive Gospels.
Luke’s Passion narrative is definitely among these narratives in
teaching us and in calling us to
Christ.
The first two readings brilliantly focus our minds upon
the Redeemer, expected in Third
Isaiah, proclaimed in Philippians.
On this Palm Sunday, the
crown of the Liturgy of the Word
is Luke’s awesome proclamation of the Passion of Jesus.
The Church takes us most
movingly to the Lord’s entry
into Jerusalem. He is destined
to redeem the world. In divine
Providence, salvation had to
come. It was promised. Jesus is
king. Some people responded.
Others did not, burdened by
ignorance, fear, sin or pride.
Finally, the Passion narrative
reveals the depth of the Lord’s
giving of self, majestic and life-

giving despite the intrigue of the
trial and the awful crucifixion.
Figuratively, because of our sins,
we stand with the enemies of
Christ, shouting for crucifixion.
God nevertheless loves us with a
perfect, uncompromising, unending love. He will forgive us, offering us eternal salvation if simply
we turn to the Lord with love.

READINGS
Sunday: Lk 19:28-40 Procession
Is 50:4-7 Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
Phil 2:6-11 Lk 22:14—23:56
Monday: Is 42:1-7 Ps 27:1-3, 13-14
Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6 Ps 71:1-4a 5ab6ab, 15, 17 Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a Ps 69:8-10,
21-22, 31, 33-34 Mt 26:14-25
Thursday: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9 Ps
89:21-22, 25, 27 Rv 1:5-8 Lk 4:16-21
Friday: Is 52:13—53:12 Ps 31:2, 6,
12-13, 15-17, 25 Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9
Jn 18:1—19:42
Saturday: Gn 1:1-2:2 Ps 104:1-2,
5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35; Gn 22:1-18
Ps16:5, 8, 9-10, 11; Ex 14:15-15:1 (Ps)
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A more awful thing: Jesus’ lament
on the culture of death

I

n the Stations of the Cross,
be so awful that people will long
Jesus says a rather extraordifor death.”
nary thing. He addresses it to
He then refers to green wood
the women who have gathered
and dry wood, in a sentence
to lament Him:
that basically means, “If I,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do
who am innocent, meet this
not weep for me; weep instead
fate of crucifixion, what will
for yourselves and for your
be in store for the guilty?”
children, for indeed, the days
Hence, what this passage
are coming when people will
meant then was that Jesus
say, ‘Blessed are the barren, the
was summoning the women to
wombs that never bore and the
prayer, to a deep and mournful
breasts that never nursed.’”
prayer that would call people to
As awful as the crucifixion
conversion. Otherwise, difficult
would be, as mightily sinful as
days would lie ahead.
it was for us to have condemned
What does it mean now?
the Lord, Jesus says that someJesus spoke not only to his
thing worse is coming, sometimes but to ages yet unborn.
thing even more awful. What
His words fit our times like
was He talking about? Is it a
a glove. For indeed these are
prophecy for our times?
times when many say, “Blessed
When we read any biblical
are the wombs that have borne
text, we should ask three quesno children. Blessed are the
tions: What did it mean then?
wombs that bear fewer children.
What does it mean now? What
Blessed are those who practice
does it mean for me? Too often
contraception. Blessed are the
today an almost exclusive focus
surgically sterilized.” In other
is placed on the historical meanwords, “Blessed are the barren,
ing of a text. While this is interthe wombs that never bore, the
esting, it is also important to
breast that never nursed.”
apply the text to our own times
Throughout the Western
and to our own self. This is usuworld, birth rates have plummetally the goal of good preaching.
ed; in some countries they are
Let’s look at this passage with
dangerously low. Some Western
all three quesChristian
tions in mind.
nations and
What
societies are
did it mean
practicing
When we read any biblical text, contraception
then? Jesus
had often spoand inflictken of a great
abortion
we should ask three questions: ing
destruction
to the extent
soon to come
that they are
What did it mean then?
upon Jerusalem
approaching
for her lack of
a point of no
belief. He did
return. Years
What does it mean now?
this primarof fear-monily in the Olivet
gering about
Discourse.
overpopulaWhat does it mean for me?
Many misintion, extolling
terpret this
the virtues of
discourse as
contraception,
referring to
and preferring
the end of the
the single life
world, but
to marriage
Jesus is clearly referring to the
and family has led to a dramatic
destruction of the Temple and
shift in the attitudes of many
Jerusalem. In many ways, the
Westerners toward children, who
Jewish war with the Romans
are now seen as more a burden
was one of the bloodiest and
than a blessing. Sterility and
most awful wars ever fought.
barrenness were considered a
Jerusalem was destroyed and the terrible curse until quite recently.
Temple was thrown down, never
But in what Pope John Paul II
to be rebuilt.
termed a “culture of death,”
Jesus seems to be saying
many have come to say “Blessed
to the women, “Women of
are the barren.” And although
Jerusalem, though you weep for
nations such as Germany,
me in my suffering, be aware
France, and Italy are practically
that something far worse will
begging their citizens to have
come upon you and your chilmore children, it seems that
dren. It will be so awful that
most Western Christians can’t
people will actually call those
be bothered with such things as
who died ‘blessed’ and those
marriage and family.
who never existed ‘lucky.’ It will
In addition, many in the radical environmentalist movement
today see humanity as a great
Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18; Is 54:5-14
scourge on the planet. There are
Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13; Is 55:1bumper stickers that say, “Earth
11(Ps) Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Bar 3:9-15,
First.” A show on The History
32C4:4 Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Ez 36:16Channel fantasizes about “Life
17A, 18-28 Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4; Is 12:2- after Humans.”
3, 4BCD, 5-6; Rom 6:3-11 Ps 118:1-2,
In looking forward to our
times, perhaps Jesus’ words to
16-17, 22-23; Luke 24:1-12

COMMUNITY
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MSGR. CHARLES POPE
the women would be: “Women
of Jerusalem, do not weep for
me; weep for your descendants.
For the days are actually coming
when people will say ‘Blessed
are the barren.’ The days are
actually coming when people
will prefer not to have children
at all or at least to have as few
as possible. The days are actually coming when children will
be aborted in the womb and the
ability to do this will be called a
‘right;’ when women in difficult
situations will be taken to abortionists by people who believe
they are doing something good.
The days are actually coming
when depression, self-loathing,
hopelessness and misplaced
priorities will so consume your
descendants that they will prefer nonexistence to existence;
when death will become a kind
of ‘therapy’ through abortion,
euthanasia, contraception and
stem-cell research. Yes, dear
women, prayerful weeping may
push off these grievous times for
a while, but the days are coming
when these things shall come
to pass. For if you think things
are bad now when the wood is
green, what will happen when
the wood becomes dry?”
You may think that the picture I paint with those words
is a bit extreme. But there is a
stunning quality to Jesus’ words
as He warns these women of
very difficult days ahead. They
are just as stunning in our times.
Though our historical moment
is different, it actually seems to
be a more literal fulfillment of
Jesus’ words.
What does it mean for me? It
remains for each of us to answer
this question for him/herself.
What do we weep about? Do we
weep about things that really
matter or merely over worldly
losses — things that will be lost
anyway? What kind of a world
are we bequeathing to our children? Do we love life? Is new life
a sign of hope for us or is it a
burden? Do we speak prophetically about the culture of death?
Do we encourage marriage and
praise childbearing? Do we help
young parents through some of
the difficulties of raising children? The Lord surely has many
more of these personal questions
for us. Ponder the text slowly
and consider what the Lord
might be saying to you.
Msgr. Charles Pope is the pastor
of Holy Comforter - St. Cyprian
Catholic Church, Washington, D.C.
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BARRON, from page 12
of Gibeah, effecting a general
slaughter of the people.
Now, why do I rehearse this
awful tale? Though there is a
good deal of competition for the
distinction, I believe that this
gruesome and cruel episode represents the low point of human
behavior described in the Bible.
We have cruelty, crude physical violence, utter disregard of
human dignity, sexual immorality, rape, cooperation with sexual
abuse of the worst kind, murder,
mutilation and genocide. As
an aside, I am always slightly
amused when some Christians
primly criticize me for watching,
and in some cases recommending, films in which violence and
immorality are on vivid display.
I wonder, “Have they ever even
read the Bible?” If the Bible were
depicted honestly in film, the
movie would receive at least an
“R” rating. One of the great virtues of the Scriptures is that they
are brutally honest about human
beings and the myriad ways that
we go wrong, the thousands of
bad paths down which we walk.
Another virtue of the Bible is
that its authors know precisely
where all this dysfunction comes
from. The book of Judges clearly
indicates that the moral chaos
it describes is a function of the
disappearance of anything like
moral leadership among the
people. When the judges faded
away, the law was no longer
taught and enforced, hence the
people wandered into appalling
behavior. Rudderless and without a captain, the ship simply
smashes into the rocks. The final
line of the book of Judges sums
up the spiritual situation: “In
those days there was no king in

Israel; everyone did what was
right in their own sight.”
I would not interpret this
necessarily as an endorsement
of kings in the political sense,
but rather of leadership in the
moral sense. A healthy society
needs leaders — political, economic, cultural, religious — who
are animated by a keen sense of
objective moral value, who have
risen above mere subjective selfinterest.
The scriptural authors knew
that the strident assertion of
one’s own private prerogatives,
so on display today, is fundamentally adolescent and morally
catastrophic for any human community. This is why the heroes
of the Bible are never those who
“find themselves,” but rather
those who heed the voice of God
and remain obedient to the mission that God has given them.
Mind you, as is often the case,
the Bible trades in exaggeration
and overstatement in order to
get our attention, similar to the
method employed by Flannery
O’Connor in her macabre stories. So, the almost cartoonish
violence displayed in Judges is
meant as a warning to a society
such as ours that is increasingly
losing its moral bearings: You
might not be there yet, but this
is where the road that you have
embarked upon is leading you.
Next time you find yourself
wondering why the world is in
such a precarious state, call to
mind the final lines of the book
of Judges: “Everyone did what
was right in their own sight.”
Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary
bishop of the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles and the founder of
Word on Fire Catholic Ministries.
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Children’s Adoration gives parents and children
a time to be with Jesus
BY ERIN LYNCH

E

very first Saturday of the
month, families gather
at St. Joseph Church in
South Bend to spend an hour
in Eucharistic Adoration. This
time is set aside as “Children’s
Adoration” where families are
encouraged to bring their little
ones, noises and all, to spend
some time with Jesus without
worrying about disturbing other
parishioners.
Adoration takes place in the
Reservation Chapel, behind the
altar, creating an intimate and
cozy space for children to be
able to be just a few feet away
from Jesus in the Eucharist.
Incense fills the air, signaling to
the children that there is something different and important
about what is about to happen.
Liturgically appropriate coloring
pages and crayons are available
for the children to be able to color
while in the presence of the Lord.
Throughout the hour, music plays
in the background. Two different
songs are sung and families are
encouraged to join in. Near the
end of the time, rosary chaplets
are distributed and a decade of
the rosary is said. Benediction
then takes place and children are
invited to run around outside on
the grass following the end of
Adoration.
On April 2, six families with
a combined 17 children gathered
to spend this intentional time
with the Lord. From a 4-monthold baby up through gradeschool-aged children, each child
got to experience time with Jesus
in an age-appropriate way. The

Provided by Alexander Tarr

Children and parents spend time together in adoration at St. Joseph Parish in South Bend. Children’s Adoration takes place on the first Saturday each month.
children alternated between
kneeling and staring up at the
monstrance, laying down coloring a picture of Palm Sunday and
rocking back and forth in time
with the music. Lorena Smith, a
five-year-old participant, said, “I
think it’s the best time to pray
when we are with Jesus. I feel
the most safest when I am with
Jesus.”
Father Matt Fase, CSC, the
Associate Pastor of St. Joseph
Church, led the exposition and
benediction of the Eucharist
this month and has frequently
participated in the Children’s
Adoration throughout the past
year. He said, “I absolutely love
seeing the number of people who

come and especially the time it
gives the parents. It’s been so
beautiful being able to watch the
parents be able to pray and not
worry about whether their kid is
making noise. Being able to give
parents that space has really
been a beautiful gift.”
Annie Tarr, organizer of the
monthly event, agreed with
Father Fase’s sentiments saying,
“It’s a time where my husband
and I can come and pray together and give the kids a chance
to simply be around Jesus. But
it’s one of the only times that
my husband and I are able to
make it to adoration together,
and I feel that our marriage
is being blessed by both of us

being in the presence of the Lord
together.”
Tarr has been helping organize
the Children’s Adoration for about
a year now. She became inspired
to get involved when her six-yearold daughter Clara asked when
Children’s Adoration was going to
start back up again after restrictions from the pandemic began to
lift. She said, “Our kids have made
little comments about the Mass
and receiving Jesus that have demonstrated that they understand
that this is the most important
part of the Mass, but I think being
around Jesus in the Eucharist has
shown them that this is the source
and summit of our faith.”
Shayla Blaschko brought her

three children, ages five, three
and one, and said, “Children’s
Adoration has been such a
beautiful way to reiterate to our
children that Jesus is for them,
and the Church welcomes them
here. Our time together at adoration always stirs up questions
about Jesus and our faith. I’m
so grateful to have this sacred
place to worship with my children, to teach them about our
faith, and to watch their hearts
be set aflame for Jesus.” Her son
Solomon, who is five years old,
said, “I think that adoration is
special because we get to be at
the church and we get to be with
Jesus. I ask Jesus to bless my
family and my friends.”

Summer Academic Institutes for Young Women
Designed for motivated high-school girls who are curious and who care about the
world around them, our Summer Academic Institutes allow students to learn more
about themselves, build relationships, and deepen their commitment to justice.

Full and half scholarships are available.

Learn more and apply at
saintmarys.edu/academicinstitutes

Embody Theology Institute
Beauty, Justice, and Faith in Action
July 10 – 15, 2022
July 17 – 22, 2022

Dialogue and Democracy Institute
Listen, Engage, Grow
July 10 – 15, 2022
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What’s Happening?
WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. View
more Catholic events and submit new ones at www.todayscatholic.org/event. For additional listings of that event, please call the advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.
Masses interpreted for the deaf
SOUTH BEND — Masses interpreted for the deaf take place
the second and fourth Sundays
of the month at 11 a.m. at St.
Matthew Cathedral, 1701 Miami
St. An interpreter for the deaf
will also be present at the Chrism
Mass on Tuesday, April 12, at
7 p.m. Contact Allison Sturm at
asturm@diocesefwsb.org or at
260-399-1452 for information.
Special Lenten adoration service
MONROEVILLE — St. Rose de
Lima Church, 207 Mulberry St.,
will offer a special Lenten adoration service to pray for the end
of war in Ukraine and for world
peace. It will begin immediately following the 7 p.m. Holy
Thursday celebration on April 14,
and go until Good Friday at 1:30
p.m. This is a special time for
silent adoration.
Tenebrae service
FORT WAYNE — A modified version of the Tenebrae Service will
be held on Friday, April 14, at Our
Lady of Good Hope, 7215 Saint Joe
Rd., beginning at 8 p.m. Tenebrae,
or Service of Shadows, was once
part of the Church’s Divine Office
during Holy Week. It was a service
of psalms and readings. As the
service progressed, the 15 candles

on a special candelabrum (a
“hearse”) would be progressively
extinguished, until the last candle
was removed from the sanctuary,
leaving the church in darkness.
The departure of the last candle
was accompanied by a strepitus,
a “great noise” that alluded to
the earthquake when Jesus died,
accomplished by the pounding of
breviaries, hymnals or stamping
of feet. This is a beautiful opportunity to meditate upon the Word of
God and to listen to sacred music
to commemorate the Passion of
our Lord.
St. Mary to host fish and tenderloin fry
HUNTINGTON — St. Mary
Parish, 903 N. Jefferson St., will
have a fish and tenderloin dinner with two sides and homemade dessert on Friday, April
22, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. in the
gymnasium. Tickets are $12 for
adults and $6 for children ages
6-12 and free for children 5 and
younger. Dine in or carry out.
Contact Mary Till at mandmtill81@gmail.com.
Holy Family Las Vegas Night
SOUTH BEND — The Holy
Family Ushers Club, 56405
Mayflower Rd., will be holding
their annual Las Vegas Night
on Saturday, April 23, from
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Fort Wayne
Donna M. Neireiter,
87, Queen of Angels

REST IN PEACE
Tony Pesa, 80, St.
Vincent de Paul

Granger
Louis Rojics, 76, St.
Pius X

Michael Oetting, 73,
St. Vincent de Paul

South Bend
Marianne Doran, 92,
Cathedral of Saint
Matthew

McElhaney-Hart

6-11 p.m. in the parish center.
Tickets are $8 in advance at
the rectory or $10 at the door.
Tickets include sandwiches
and beverages and a chance in
a $1000 drawing. Contact Jim
Niespodziany at 574-250-7836
or niespo48@sbcglobal.net.
Lic#001289.

FUNERAL HOME
715 North Jefferson
Huntington

(260) 356-3320
www.mcelhaneyhartfuneralhome.com

Sacred Heart Cemetery spring cleanup
SOUTH BEND — The Sacred
Heart Cemetery, 24947 Western
Ave., will conduct the spring
cleanup from Monday, April
11, through Saturday, April
16. Please have all fall and
Christmas decorations removed
from the graves by this time.
Contact Patrick Nowak at 574287-7125 or narohaz@aol.com.

Make a legacy gift to the
Saint Mother Theodore Guerin
FOUNDATION

Blessing of the Bikes
ARCOLA — St. Patrick Church,
12305 Arcola Rd., will host the
annual Blessing of the Bikes
on Saturday, April 30, at noon.
Free admission and all bikes
welcome! Event held rain or
shine! 50/50 raffle, T-shirts, food
and drinks served with proceeds
going to the youth group.

You make an
irrevocable gift of
$10,000 or more.

You receive payments for life
based on your age; a portion of
those payments are even tax free.

High-Efficiency Windows
You receive a charitable deduction;
you are building the future
of the sisters through a gift
to the Sisters of Providence.
ONE LIFE
AGE
RATE
Jim Bushey

So, you save on your energy bills now, and let your
windows pay for themselves later. What a concept!
Call today for a free estimate or call the store for details.
Bushey’s will donate $50 to Catholic Charities for
an order of five or more windows.

1701 Fairfield Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN 46802
n

Room Additions

Today's Catholic 2016 Calendar.indd 1

n

Decks

n

Pergolas

n

Interior Remodeling

n

70
4.7%

75
5.4%

80
6.5%

85
7.6%

90+
8.6%

In exchange for a gift of cash or appreciated stock, you will receive
immediate tax savings and a guaranteed, partially tax-free income
stream for life. Best of all, while you’re doing something good for
yourself, you’ll be doing something wonderful for our sisters.

260-456-1247 www.busheysfw.com
Sunrooms

65
4.2%

Rates Subject to change based on the ACCGA.

Jeff Bushey

Save on your energy bills now and let your windows pay for themselves later.
With the high cost of today’s cooling and
heating bills, our high-efficiency vinyl windows
pay for themselves in practically no time at all!
And right now, we’re offering Zero Percent
Down and 0% Interest For One Full Year.

60
3.9%

Basement Finishing
9/30/15 2:13 PM

Your gift today will have an impact on the Sisters of Providence for
years to come! Please call us for two-life or deferred gift annuity rates.
To request a free proposal, contact Connie Gualano,
manager of planned giving, at 812-535-2811
PlannedGiving.SistersofProvidence.org

Submit your event at
www.TodaysCatholic.org/event
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VOCATION
SO HE CAN
DISCOVER HIS
VIRTUAL TEACHER
RECRUITMENT FAIR
MAY 3 AND 4
LEARN MORE:
diocesefwsb.org/school-careers

HELP
WANTED

FOLLOW YOUR
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FORT WAYNE
April 27 | 6 p.m.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
GRANGER
June 7 | 6:30 p.m.
St. Pius X, Granger

PRAY FOR THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN LIFE!
Learn more and RSVP: diocesefwsb.org/youth-ministry

Up to 24 hour care - Meal Preparation
Bathing/Hygiene Assistance
Light Housekeeping - Errands/Shopping
Respite Care - Companionship - and much more!
Now with three offices serving
all of northern Indiana!
Call toll-free

844-866 CARE (2273)

University of Notre Dame Summer 2022 Preaching Conference

Living in the Light of the
Word: Enlivening the
Scriptural Imagination
for Preaching

Welcome!

How the Holy Scriptures
shape and inspire our
preaching
June 20-22, 2022
Learn more and Register at

theology.nd.edu/martenprogram

Elizabeth Payne, (Liz) RN is Saint Anne
Communities' Director of Nursing. Liz
comes from local roots — she graduated
from Churubusco High School and
received her Nursing Degree from
Davenport University in Michigan. Liz
has two beautiful daughters — Rebecca is
currently in college studying elementary
education and Hannah is currently active
duty in the United States Marine Corp.
Liz also has a grandson named Rextyn she
loves to spend time with.
Liz has more than 20 years long-term
care experience, with her specialty being
clinical reimbursement with the MDS
process. Liz is very knowledgeable and
is passionate about delivering the best
care and helping Saint Anne’s to be the
premier long-term care facility.

1900 Randallia Drive
Fort Wayne
260-484-5555

