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People hold Ukrainian flags in St. Peter’s Square as Pope Francis leads the Angelus from the window of his studio
overlooking the square at the Vatican on Feb. 27, 2022.

CNS photo/Gleb Garanich, Reuters

Smoke and flames can be seen during shelling in Kyiv, Ukraine on Feb. 26, 2022. Russian troops stormed toward
Ukraine’s capital, and street fighting broke out as city officials urged residents to take shelter.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) – Pope
Francis said his heart was “broken” by the war in Ukraine, and
he pleaded again, “Silence the
weapons!
“Many times, we prayed that
this path would not be taken,”
he told people gathered in St.
Peter’s Square for the midday
recitation of the Angelus prayer
on Feb. 27. But rather than giving
up, he said, “we beg God more
intensely.”
With many of the people in the
square holding Ukrainian flags,
Pope Francis greeted them the
way they traditionally greet each
other, “Slava Isusu Chrystu,”
meaning, “Glory to Jesus Christ.”
Pope Francis has continued
to personally express his concern about Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and to appeal for peace.
The previous evening, he phoned
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy. The Vatican press
office confirmed the call on Feb.
26, but provided no details.
Zelenskyy tweeted that he had
thanked Pope Francis “for praying for peace in Ukraine and a
cease-fire. The Ukrainian people
feel the spiritual support of His
Holiness.”
The Ukrainian Embassy to
the Holy See tweeted, “The Holy
Father expressed his deepest sorrow for the tragic events happening in our country.”
The call to Zelenskyy came a
day after Pope Francis made the
diplomatically unusual gesture of
going to the Russian Embassy
to the Holy See to express his
concern about the war. Usually,
a head of state would have an
ambassador come to him.
Pope Francis also had phoned
Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk
of Kyiv-Halych, the head of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church, who
remained in Kyiv with his people, taking refuge with others
in the basement of Resurrection
Cathedral and sending out daily
videos of encouragement.
As Feb. 27 dawned with people
under a curfew and many still sheltering in basements and subway
stations, Archbishop Shevchuk
promised that priests would be
joining them underground to celebrate the Sunday Divine Liturgy.
UKRAINE, page 3
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n Ash Wednesday, we hear these
words from St. Paul’s second Letter to
the Corinthians: “Behold, now is a very
acceptable time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.” Lent is “a very acceptable time”
since God wants to create a pure heart in us
and to renew within us a steadfast spirit,
as we heard in the responsorial Psalm on
Ash Wednesday. Lent is truly “the acceptable time” to allow ourselves to be reconciled
with God in Christ Jesus. Let us resolve to
open our souls to God’s grace and love during these forty days. I encourage you to live
intensely this journey of conversion towards
Easter through the traditional practices of
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
In our Lenten journey, we recognize
together that we are sinners in need of God’s
mercy. We pray with the psalmist: “Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.” We do penance and make sacrifices out of love for God
and our neighbor. We practice self-denial
as disciples of the Lord who said: “Whoever
wishes to be my follower must deny his very
self, take up his cross each day, and follow in my steps” (Luke 9:23). The Lord also
invites us to the worship that is pleasing
to Him – to “rend our hearts, not our garments,” as the prophet Joel exhorts us. We
know that the worship pleasing to the Lord
is not only our prayers, but also our charity,
our love for our neighbor, especially those in
need. That is why almsgiving is one of the
traditional practices of Lent.
Pope Francis asked Catholics throughout the world to pray and fast on Ash
Wednesday for the people of Ukraine. The
unjust invasion of Ukraine by Russia has
brought tremendous suffering to the people
of Ukraine. Let us pray for them and for
peace in their homeland. I invite you to
remember Ukraine in your prayers and sacrifices throughout the season of Lent. Let
us be in solidarity with these brothers and
sisters whose freedom has been violated and
who seek to live in peace and the dignity of
the freedom that is their right.
When we received ashes on Ash
Wednesday, the minister pronounced one of
these two formulas the Church provides for
the imposition of ashes: “Repent and believe
in the Gospel” or “Remember that you are
dust, and to dust you shall return.”
The first form recounts the words of Jesus
Himself, who began His preaching with these
words: “Repent and believe in the Gospel.”
Lent is a season in which we hear this call
to repentance anew each year. Through our
Lenten practices and devotion, we are converted anew to the Lord whose grace helps
us to return to Him. The Holy Spirit brings
our sin to light and gives our hearts the
grace for repentance and conversion.
St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God.” These words echo within our hearts
during Lent. Jesus has reconciled us to the
Father. He calls us to repent and, thereby,
receive this grace of reconciliation. In Jesus,
we who are sinners receive the possibility of
an authentic reconciliation. Only Jesus can
transform a situation of sin into a situation
of grace. The sacrament of penance and rec-

Our Lady of Sorrows
onciliation is a gift from the Lord in which
we experience this transformation. We repent
of our sins and we receive the Lord’s forgiveness. We are reconciled to God and to His
Church. Making a good confession should be
an important part of our Lenten journey.
During these forty days of Lent, let us
keep our eyes firmly set on Christ crucified.
His cross is our salvation. We will venerate the cross on Good Friday. Praying the
Stations of the Cross during Lent is a beautiful practice. Jesus carried the cross, which
represents the weight of all humanity’s sins,
including our own. He carried the cross to
Calvary, to fulfill by His death the work of
our redemption. Jesus crucified is the image
of God’s boundless love and mercy for us and
for every person. When we pray the Stations
of the Cross, we meditate on our Lord’s sufferings. It is an opportunity to tangibly experience the powerful truth of our redemption
through the cross and to meditate on the
love of Jesus for us.
The other formula at the imposition
of ashes reminds us of our mortality:
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust
you shall return.” This is our fate, just like
it is the fate of animals. We are creatures,
made of earth and destined to return to it.
The ashes remind us of our mortality, of

pxfuel.com

death. It is important that we deeply feel and
experience our mortality. Every passing day
brings us closer to death. There is something
destructive about death. It is rather disheartening to think about returning to dust. But
it’s important to do so, to not forget that we
are merely passing through this world.
At the same time, we know that we were
not created for death, but for life. Our death
does not mean destruction and annihilation.
We have immortal souls. We know that our
human bodies will decay, but that our souls
will meet God at the moment of our death.
We also believe that God will grant incorruptible life to our bodies by reuniting them
with our souls, through the power of Jesus’
resurrection. Human death was defeated by
the resurrection of Christ. We are preparing
during the season of Lent to celebrate the joy
of the resurrection of Jesus. Lent is a journey not only to Good Friday, but to Easter
Sunday.
Let us ask our Blessed Mother, Our Lady
of Sorrows, to help us to make a good Lent.
Mary shared in the suffering and redemptive
passion of her Son. May her intercession help
us in our spiritual combat against sin! May
Mary, the first and greatest disciple of the
Lord, accompany us throughout this Lenten
season!
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Understanding the validity of baptism
BY JENNIFER BARTON

T

he Catholic world received
a recent shock when it was
discovered that a priest in
Arizona invalidly baptized an
unknown number of Catholics
during his years of service to the
Diocese of Phoenix. This came a
couple of years after a priest in
Michigan, by watching the video
recording of his own baptism,
discovered that the deacon who
performed it did so improperly,
thereby rending his baptism, confirmation and even ordination to
the priesthood invalid – as well
as numerous other sacraments
that he had administered.
There is a great deal of confusion and even anger around
these cases, both for Catholics
and non-Catholics. In both
cases, the sacrament was invalid
because of one word – “We.”
Many people ask: how can this
make a difference in one’s salvation? Why is the Church so
exacting when this affects the
lives of so many people? Father
Mark Gurtner, Vicar General of
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend sat down with Today’s
Catholic to address this issue.
Q: As Catholics, what difference does
it make how we say those kinds of
things?
Father Gurtner: The sacraments
have been given to us by the
Lord in a certain way (which
is passed down to us through
both Sacred Scripture and Sacred
Tradition), and for them to be
effective, for every sacrament,
there’s a particular matter and a
particular form. So, for example,
for the Eucharist, the matter is
bread and wine, and the form is
the words that are said of Jesus
at the Last Supper, and those
words have to be said as they’re
supposed to be said in order for
the Eucharist to take place. It’s
the same with baptism. There’s
a certain matter and a certain
form. The matter is the washing
with water and the form is the
words “I baptize you in the name
of the Father, and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.” And to use
words other than that would not
be the actual form of the sacrament. In the recent case, the substituting of “we” instead of “I”
– “We baptize you” – is not the
form of the sacrament, and so
the sacrament doesn’t happen.
Q: Can you explain the difference
between “we” and “I”?
Father Gurtner: We believe that
when anyone baptizes, it’s really
not the person who is baptizing, but Jesus Himself baptizing through the person; Jesus
performs every baptism. And
so, that’s the “I” – referring to
Jesus – “I baptize you.” I think
the motivation for the one who
substituted the “we,” I don’t
know his mind, but I assume he
was thinking “we” in terms of
the community – “We baptize
you ...” That’s not how baptism
takes place; it’s not the community that baptizes, it’s Jesus that

Public schedule of Bishop
Kevin C. Rhoades
Wednesday, March 9, 10:30 a.m. – Lenten Day of Recollection for
priests; St. Martin de Porres Church, Syracuse
Thursday, March 10, 6:30 p.m. – Vespers and annual leadership
meeting with the Knights of Columbus; St. Mary, Mother of
God Church, Fort Wayne
Sunday, March 13, 9:30 a.m. – Mass at Sacred Heart Parish; Notre
Dame

Photo credit

Father Daniel Niezer baptizes a baby girl at his parish of St. Dominic in
Bremen as her parents look on in the background. The recent admission of
a priest in Arizona that he had performed numerous invalid baptisms has
caused an influx of questions on what makes a baptism valid.
baptizes.
Q: What makes a Catholic baptism
different from certain Protestant
baptisms?
Father Gurtner: So, there’s no
difference as long as the other
denominations, when they
baptize, use the proper form, “I
baptize you in the name of the
Father, and the Son and the
Holy Spirit” and the proper matter, washing with true water.
Obviously, there are a lot of
denominations that do that: the
Methodists, the Lutherans, the
Episcopalians and so forth. There
are some that we don’t recognize
as valid because either the form
or the matter is not correct. For
example, there are some groups
of Pentecostals that do not baptize in the name of the Trinity;
they only baptize in the name
of Jesus, so that would not be
proper form and therefore, the
baptism would not have happened. We do not accept Mormon
baptism because they don’t
believe in the Trinity the way we
do, so the intention to baptize
in the name of the Trinity is not
there. So, for the most part, most
non-Catholic baptisms would be
valid.
Q: What about Protestant baptisms
where they dunk the person in a
river or lake?
Father Gurtner: That would be
valid. As long as they say the
words. And that’s a washing of
water. We could do that, too,

actually. It’s not the normal way
that we do it, but that would be
valid.
Q: Are there other parts of the baptismal ceremony that people might
not understand that should be
included?
Father Gurtner: The baptism
should always be done according to the rite of the Church,
but those other things, if they
were not done properly or if
they were omitted, would not
affect the validity of the baptism.
Those things are what they call
“explanatory rites;” they explain
what the baptism is, so those
things are really good and should
be followed, but it wouldn’t be
a matter of validity if they were
excluded.
Q: And emergency baptisms?
Father Gurtner: In the case of
emergency baptisms, you might
not have time to do all those
rites, so it’s just enough to do the
actual baptism itself.
Q: And that can be done by?
Father Gurtner: Anyone, yes, in
cases of emergency; an immediate possibility of dying.
Q: Obviously, these are isolated
cases. But if you found out your baptism was not valid, what would you
have to do?
Father Gurtner: I think someone should, first of all, call the
chancery and then let us sort of
explore what needs to be done,
because there are repercussions

for not having a valid baptism,
in terms of confirmation, first
Communion, marriage. All those
things would be invalid if a person is not baptized. Now, that
being said, people should know
that this is extremely rare, so
we don’t want anyone worrying.
Everyone should presume their
baptism is valid; it’s only in the
extremely rare case that there’s
proof that the minister didn’t do
it correctly.
Q: If you find out that your baptism
was invalid, do you have to go
through those sacraments again?
Father Gurtner: Yes. Everything.
It wouldn’t take that much to do
all that. It’s more problematic
with the case in Detroit where it
was actually a priest who found
out that he wasn’t baptized and
that becomes way more problematic because everything the priest

himself did was invalid. You
have a double tracking down of
everyone. But if a person found
out that they were invalidly baptized, it wouldn’t take too much
to fix it. I’ve never heard of that
happening in our diocese.
Q: Have you ever met anyone personally that had an invalid baptism?
Father Gurtner: Not anyone
personally. Before these recent
cases, I heard of, back in the
80s, a group of priests in Boston
that were baptizing in the name
of the Creator, the Redeemer
and the Sustainer, and Rome
weighed in on those and said
they were invalid, so they had to
do this same thing; try to contact
those who had been baptized
and try to fix all the repercussions of that. But really, that is
the last time I’ve heard of until
these two recent cases.

UKRAINE, from page 1

be welcomed.
“In these days we’ve been
shaken by something tragic:
war,” he told the people in the
square.
One who wages war, he said,
is not and cannot be thinking
about people, but is putting “partisan interests and power before
everything.”
One who wages war “relies
on the diabolical and perverse
logic of weapons, which is the
furthest thing from God’s will,
and distances himself from
the ordinary people who want
peace,” the pope said. In every
conflict “the ordinary people are
the real victims” and they “pay
for the folly of war with their
own skin.”
“With a heart broken by
what is happening in Ukraine –
and let’s not forget the wars in
other parts of the world, such
as Yemen, Syria, Ethiopia – I
repeat: Silence the weapons!”
Pope Francis said.
“God is with the peacemakers,” he said, “not with those
who use violence.”

“The Church is with its
people,” he said. “The Church
of Christ brings the eucharistic
Savior to those who are experiencing critical moments in their
life, who need the strength and
hope of the resurrection.”
And he called on anyone who
could to go to confession and
receive the Eucharist, remembering those unable to go to services and, especially, the Ukrainian
soldiers defending the nation.
But also, he said, make a
“sacrifice for those who are
wounded, for those who are discouraged, for the refugees who
are on the roads” fleeing the
war.
Speaking after the Angelus
prayer, Pope Francis also remembered the Ukrainians in the bunkers and those fleeing the war,
especially “the elderly, those
seeking refuge in these hours,
mothers fleeing with their children. They are our brothers and
sisters for whom humanitarian
corridors must be opened as a
matter of urgency and who must
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Daniel Jenky of Peoria, Illinois celebrates 20 years as bishop
BY SAMANTHA ROHLOFF

B

ishop Daniel R. Jenky,
CSC, of the Diocese of
Peoria, Illinois, celebrated
20 years as bishop last month.
On February 12, 2002, he was
appointed as Peoria’s eighth
bishop by Pope St. John Paul II,
according to the diocesan newspaper, The Catholic Post. Prior
to his appointment to that post,
Bishop Jenky served as Auxiliary
Bishop of the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Bend from 1997
until 2002.
While auxiliary bishop, he
worked alongside the late Bishop
John M. D’Arcy, who promoted
Bishop Jenky to rector of South
Bend’s St. Matthew Cathedral
and as the parish’s pastor, the
Diocese of Peoria’s website
explains.
The Catholic Post also states
that his episcopal motto, “His
Will is Our Peace,” was developed during his time as auxiliary
bishop. Though his term only

lasted for five years, his familiarity with the diocese – particularly the South Bend area – was
profound well before his installment.
In 1965, as a college freshman, he attended the University
of Notre Dame and returned to
the same university a couple
years later to study at the
Moreau Seminary. Eventually,
he was named Associate Director
of Campus Ministry and Rector
of Dillon Hall upon rejoining the
Notre Dame family in 1975, just
one year after his priestly ordination in 1974.
Two years later, he became rector of Sacred Heart Parish, located
on the Notre Dame campus, and
in 1985, he was named Religious
Superior of the Holy Cross priests
and brothers at Notre Dame.
Of the many prestigious titles
Bishop Jenky has held throughout the years, he can list teacher
among them, as he also taught
the Spirituality and Theology of
Prayer graduate course as a Notre
Dame professor.

At Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School, education
begins in preschool. We offer both three and four year old
preschool programs. Our goal is to foster an environment
that promotes a love of learning and a love of Christ.
We focus on the development of the whole child: spiritually,
academically and socially. Our dedicated teachers work
with your child to overcome their difficulties, build on their
strengths and encourage growth, confidence and curiosity.
Children entering our 3 year old program must be 3
years old by Sept. 1 of the year they enter the program.
They also need to be toilet trained by the beginning of
the school year. The program runs two days a week from
8-11 a.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Each class of 18
students is taught by a teacher with additional teaching
support. Program capacity is 36 students.
We offer three programs for 4 year old preschool:
3-Day Morning: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8-11
a.m. capacity 18 students
5-Day Afternoon: Monday through Friday 11:55 a.m. to
2:55 p.m. capacity 18 students
3-Day All Day: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8 a.m. to
2:55 p.m. capacity 18 students
Now enrolling Preschool 22-23
Website: seascsfw.org
Click on Admissions Tab

Provided by the Diocese of Peoria, Illinois.

Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, CSC, of the Diocese of Peoria, Illinois and former auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, marked his 20-year
anniversary as a bishop in February.
In addition to his current
and long-standing residency as
Bishop of the Diocese of Peoria,
he further fosters his Fighting
Irish spirit as a Notre Dame
trustee and fellow emeritus.
He is notably recognized for
his advancement of Venerable
Fulton J. Sheen’s cause for canonization, begun shortly after he
was appointed to the position of
bishop. Venerable Fulton Sheen
was a native of the Diocese of

Peoria.
Bishop Jenky has certainly
left a lasting impression on his
contemporaries and colleagues;
those who worked with him in
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend have nothing but compliments with which to shower
him. Cathy Bracht, Benefit
Administrator for the diocese for
37 years, remembers him fondly,
calling him “very personable”
and “outgoing.”

Current Notre Dame President
Emeritus Father Edward A.
Malloy, CSC, who served as Notre
Dame’s president for 18 years
and is approaching 52 years
as a Holy Cross priest, similarly described Bishop Jenky as
“friendly, sociable, and respected.” He worked alongside him
while Bishop Jenky was rector of
Sacred Heart, and he called the
bishop “a great pastoral presence.”
Father Peter Rocca, CSC, was
Notre Dame’s Assistant Vice
President for Student Services at
the time Bishop Jenky worked
as rector of Sacred Heart. Father
Rocca overtook Sacred Heart’s
rectorship when Bishop Jenky
was promoted to bishop. Father
Rocca said that he and Bishop
Jenky are “the best of friends”
and further characterized him
as “genuine, forthright, and
down to earth” with “a wonderful sense of humor.” He stated,
“Bishop Jenky is one of the finest
preachers I know.”
Current Academic Dean
and Director of Intellectual
Formation at Mount St. Mary’s
Seminary Monsignor Michael
Heintz worked closely alongside
Bishop Jenky. When Monsignor
Heintz was parochial vicar of St.
Matthew Cathedral, Bishop Jenky
acted as its pastor. He called the
bishop “a great homilist” and
said that working with him was
a blessing.
Bishop Jenky will retire this
year at the age of 75, as all bishops are obligated to present to
the pope their resignations upon
reaching that age. Coadjutor
Bishop Louis Tylka, enlisted by
Pope Francis nearly two years
ago to aid Bishop Jenky in his
bishopric duties, will succeed
him upon his retirement. In his
reflection on the bishop’s tenure in Peoria, Coadjutor Bishop
Tylka, speaking to The Catholic
Post, said, “I hope he truly finds
peace in knowing that the Lord
says, ‘Well done, my good and
faithful servant!’ And we agree!”
There is no doubt that Bishop
Jenky’s legacy will leave a lasting impact on his community.
To commemorate his time, talent and the love that he has
shared with all, the Diocese of
Fort Wayne-South Bend thanks
Bishop Daniel R. Jenky for all he
has done, congratulates him on
20 years as Bishop of the Diocese
of Peoria and wishes him a very
happy and blessed retirement.
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Pro-life priorities top ICC agenda as legislative session nears end

P

romoting the dignity of life
is at the heart of key legislation the Indiana Catholic
Conference (ICC) continues to
track in the pivotal final days of
the 2022 General Assembly.
As the public policy voice of
the Catholic Church in Indiana
for more than a half century, the
ICC supports or opposes proposed
legislation at the Statehouse
through the lens of the long,
rich history of Catholic social
teaching. A prime example is the
ICC’s stance on one of the most
controversial measures at the
Statehouse this session: House
Bill 1077, which would repeal
the law requiring a license to
carry a handgun in Indiana.
Following its passage in the
House, the so-called “lawful
carry” or “Constitutional carry”
bill – which the ICC has opposed
from the beginning – was the
subject of an intense, eighthour debate in the Senate judiciary committee. Angela Espada,
Executive Director of the ICC, was
one among many who offered
testimony at the Feb. 23 hearing
that stretched well into the night.
“We look at this as a pro-life
issue,” said Espada, an attorney
and former deputy prosecutor
in Marion County. “We know
that in states where there isn’t a
background check and a license,
that suicides with handguns and
homicides with handguns go

up.”
While Espada acknowledged the importance of Second
Amendment rights, she argued
that current state law does not
pose an undue burden on individuals. Moreover, she offers a
comparison.
“Voting is a constitutional
right, but states make rules and
have procedures before people
can vote,” Espada said.
But the primary author of the
bill, Rep. Ben Smaltz (R-Auburn),
and supporters of the legislation maintain that lawful individuals should not have to face
what they consider unnecessary
hurdles in obtaining handgun
permits.
“House Bill 1077 gets us to a
place where the law-abiding citizen is not required to go through
a process of asking permission,
submitting to a government
investigation and supplying their
fingerprints to enjoy a right that
is constitutional at the federal
level and at the state level,” Rep.
Smaltz said in introducing his
bill before the Senate Judiciary
Committee, chaired by Sen. Liz
Brown (R-Fort Wayne).
“This bill seeks to level the
playing field for law-abiding
Hoosiers to defend themselves in
public like they would at home,
because the criminals are not
submitting themselves to these
sorts of investigations.”

Sisters of St. Francis
of Perpetual Adoration

INDIANA
CATHOLIC
CONFERENCE
BY VICTORIA ARTHUR
But Jennifer Haan, a Catholic
mother and anti-gun-violence
activist who also happens to be
a licensed gun owner, offered
a strong counterpoint. She was
among a contingent of Indiana
members of the national advocacy group Moms Demand Action,
present at the Feb. 23 hearing.
“I can attest that the process
to apply for a license to carry (a
handgun) is less cumbersome
than filling out kindergarten
registration forms,” said Haan,
who leads the Indiana chapter of
Moms Demand Action, a grassroots organization fighting for
public safety measures to protect
people from gun violence. “We
are doing more to vet the parents
chaperoning field trips than the
strangers who will be bringing
guns to Mass with our kids. That
doesn’t make sense to me.
“The licensure process is not a
burdensome process,” she added.
“It is a burden to lose a child to
gun violence.”
At press time, the fate of

House Bill 1077 – which would
make Indiana the 22nd state to
pass this type of legislation –
still hung in the balance.
Near the conclusion of the
lengthy Senate hearing, which
included testimony from out-ofstate lobbyists supporting the
bill, a late amendment stripped
the measure dramatically.
By a 6-5 vote, the committee
approved the amendment, proposed by Indiana State Police
Superintendent Doug Carter, to
provide individuals with a provisional permit to carry a handgun
while awaiting their license.
From here, the bill could
undergo further review in a conference committee – the mechanism for reconciling House and
Senate versions of a bill – or it
could be added to a different bill
in the closing days of the legislative session.
A pro-life measure that the
ICC hopes will eventually reach
Gov. Eric Holcomb’s desk is
House Bill 1217, which would
make it a felony in Indiana to
coerce a woman into having an
abortion.
The bill, authored by Rep.
Joanna King (R-Middlebury),
requires medical personnel to
ask a pregnant woman seeking
an abortion whether she has
been forced by someone to do
so. If she indicates that she has,
the medical provider would be

required to offer her information
on services available, the use of
a telephone and an alternative
exit from the health care facility.
In addition, the bill mandates
reporting of a coerced abortion to
law enforcement. The measure,
which passed the House on a
73-18 vote in January and the
Senate on a 38-10 vote on Feb.
22, now returns to the House
with minor amendments.
“The provisions of this bill
provide resources for vulnerable women and hold offenders
accountable,” said Alexander
Mingus, Associate Director of the
ICC, during House committee testimony in January. “This reflects
the Church’s priorities, and we
lend our full support.”
If the measure is ultimately
passed by the legislature and
signed by the governor, Indiana
would become the 19th state to
offer protections to women from
coerced abortion.
To follow this and other priority
legislation of the ICC, visit www.
indianacc.org. This website
includes access to I-CAN, the
Indiana Catholic Action Network,
which offers the Church’s position on key issues. Those who
sign up for I-CAN receive alerts
on legislation moving forward
and ways to contact their elected
representatives.
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Fort Wayne
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Ending conflict
requires dialogue;
Vatican ready to help,
cardinal says
VATICAN CITY – The Vatican is
ready to facilitate negotiations
between Russia and Ukraine, said
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican
Secretary of State. “The only reasonable and constructive way to
settle differences is through dialogue, as Pope Francis never tires
of repeating,” he said. “The Holy
See, which in recent years has followed the events in Ukraine constantly, discreetly and with great
attention, offering its willingness
to facilitate dialogue with Russia,
is always ready to help the parties to resume that path,” said
the cardinal. In a joint interview
with four Italian newspapers on
Feb. 28, Cardinal Parolin said,
“Although what we feared and
hoped would not happen has happened – the war unleashed by
Russia against Ukraine – I am
convinced that there is always
room for negotiation. It is never
too late!” He reiterated the same
appeal he said Pope Francis made
during his visit to the Russian
ambassador to the Holy See on
Feb. 25, “stop the fighting and
return to negotiations. First and
foremost, the military attack, the
tragic consequences of which we
have all already witnessed, must
be stopped immediately,” the cardinal said.

U.S. Church offers
prayers, solidarity after
Russia attacks Ukraine
WASHINGTON (CNS) – As war
broke out in Europe on Feb.
24 with Russia’s early morning attacks on various parts of
Ukraine, Catholics in the U.S.
joined Pope Francis in prayers for
the people of the East European
nation and for peace. “We join @
Pontifex in calling on all people
of goodwill to pray for the people
of #Ukraine and for an end to
war,” said the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops in a tweet,
hours after Russia launched
rocket attacks into Ukraine and
followed the aggression with a
mobilization of troops and tanks
into Ukrainian territory. News
reports showed bombarded apartment buildings and towns and
abandoned cities. Some reported
at least 40 casualties, others said
they numbered in the hundreds
early Feb. 24. The only thing
for certain, said NATO SecretaryGeneral Jens Stoltenberg, is that
“peace in our continent has been
shattered.” Coadjutor Bishop
Louis Tylka of Peoria, Illinois,
like many in the U.S., seemed
to be ending Feb. 23 with news
of the initial attacks on Ukraine.
“Friends, as we go to bed in central Illinois tonight, the people in
Ukraine awake to war,” Bishop
Tylka tweeted around 11:30 p.m.
(CST). “Let us pray for peace! Let
us pray for an end to war! Let us
pray that conflict can be resolved
by dialogue – not violence! Lord
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News Briefs
Demonstrations held in Florence to protest Ukraine war

to protect a right to abortion and
expand the availability of abortion are being considered in the
House of Delegates. A bill introduced by House Speaker Adrienne
Jones, a Democrat, would make
abortion a right protected by the
state’s constitution. Jones’s measure would put the issue forth
as a ballot referendum to be
decided by state voters. “This is
the most serious and all-encompassing abortion bill introduced
this session,” said Susan Gibbs,
a spokesperson for the Maryland
Catholic Conference, the public
policy arm of the Washington and
Baltimore archdioceses and the
Diocese of Wilmington, Delaware.
The Washington Archdiocese and
the Wilmington Diocese include
a number of Maryland counties. Among other measures one
would make permanent Medicaid
coverage of abortion.

Mediterranean church,
political leaders cry out
for peace

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Ukrainians living in Italy protest against the war in Ukraine in Piazza della Signoria in
Florence, Italy, on Feb. 27, 2022.
we pray – bring peace to our
troubled world.”

Pope visits Russian
Embassy to express
concern over war
VATICAN CITY (CNS) – As Russia
continued its assault on Ukraine
and Russian troops pressed
toward the capital, Kyiv, Pope
Francis left the Vatican on Feb.
25 to pay a visit to the Russian
ambassador to the Holy See. The
pope went to the embassy, located
at the end of the main road leading to the Vatican, “to express his
concern for the war,” said Matteo
Bruni, director of the Vatican
press office. The pope spent about
half an hour at the embassy,
he said. Although the embassy
told Catholic News Service it
had no statement, Ambassador
Aleksandr Avdeyev told Russian
media: “The focus of the conversation was the humanitarian
situation in Ukraine. Pope Francis
expressed great concern for the
situation of the entire population,
both in the Donbas (in Eastern
Ukraine) and in other areas, and
called for the protection of children, the protection of the sick
and suffering, the protection of
people.” According to the pope,
“this is the main Christian goal,”
Avdeev told the governmentowned RIA Novosti news agency.
Avdeev also categorically denied
to the Rome correspondent of the
Russian news agency TASS that

Pope Francis had offered to mediate the conflict, an idea reported
by the Argentine news agency
Télam.

Researchers estimate
5.2 million children
orphaned during
pandemic
CLEVELAND, OH (CNS) – An estimated 5.2 million children in 21
countries, including the United
States, lost at least one parent,
a custodial grandparent or a
primary caregiver to COVID-19
during the first 20 months of
the pandemic, social researchers
and child well-being advocates
said in a new study. Notably,
the researchers estimated that
the number of children orphaned
because of the pandemic nearly
doubled during the six-month
period ending on Oct. 31, 2021, a
period corresponding largely with
the surge in the delta variant of
the coronavirus. The total number
of orphaned children during the
study period parallels the roughly 5 million COVID-19-caused
deaths during the same time
frame, the study said. “This finding means that, globally, for every
one reported COVID-19 death,
at least one child experienced
orphanhood or caregiver death,”
the researchers concluded. The
study was published online Feb.
24 by the British medical journal
The Lancet. The study defined

orphanhood as the death of one
or both parents, one or both custodial grandparents, or a primary
caregiver. Catholic Relief Services
representatives described the
estimates as “eye-opening” and
agreed with the researchers’ conclusion that “an evidence-based
emergency response is becoming increasingly urgent” to meet
the challenges faced by children
pushed into orphanhood by the
pandemic.

Catholics urged to
oppose bills that would
expand abortion in
Maryland
ANNAPOLIS, MD (CNS) – The
Maryland Catholic Conference
has urged Catholics and other
pro-lifers to actively oppose several bills being considered by the
state’s lawmakers in Annapolis
that would broaden and strengthen right to abortion laws in
Maryland. “Given that abortion is
ubiquitous in our state, Maryland
women are not looking for abortion expansion, but rather help
with the basic necessities they
need to survive and thrive,”
said Jenny Kraska, Executive
Director of the Maryland Catholic
Conference. “It is not more abortion that Maryland needs, but a
clear understanding of the diverse
demographic in our state and
support and resources for growing families.” Several measures

FLORENCE, Italy (CNS) – Bishops
and mayors from cities around
the Mediterranean gathered to
talk about migration, peace,
development and the promotion
of human rights, but war broke
out in Ukraine and overshadowed
their discussions. Benjamina
Karic, the 31-year-old mayor of
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
was at the meeting in Florence.
Her city has become the symbol
of the last war fought in Europe –
the 1991-95 Balkans war. Karic,
speaking on Italian television
on Feb. 26, offered prayers for
the people in Ukraine’s capital,
Kyiv, especially for the frightened children huddled in shelters as the fighting continued.
The “Mediterranean for Peace”
meeting opened in Florence on
Feb. 23 before Russian President
Vladimir Putin launched his
offensive. The gathering brought
together 60 bishops from Europe,
the Middle East and North Africa
for their own meeting and for
joint discussions with 65 mayors
from cities in 20 countries around
the Mediterranean basin. Pope
Francis had been scheduled to
address the bishops and mayors
at the conclusion of their meeting on Feb. 27 and to celebrate
a Mass in Florence, but he canceled his trip after his doctors
prescribed rest for severe knee
pain. Cardinal Gualtiero Bassetti,
president of the Italian bishops’
conference, celebrated the Mass
instead, leading prayers for Pope
Francis and, especially, for an
end to what he described in his
homily as “an unjust and useless war.” “The madness of war
must be stopped,” the cardinal
said on Feb. 26 as he opened a
joint session of the bishops and
mayors. Too many of the bishops
and mayors present “are familiar
with this scourge, which is why
we have asked and continue to
ask for peace. Every conflict is a
‘useless slaughter,’ as Benedict
XV said at the height of the First
World War.”
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Forever Learning
Institute offers new
pilgrimage class
SOUTH BEND – St. Thérèse Little
Flower Parish is hosting a course
provided by the Forever Learning
Institute entitled, “A Pilgrimage:
Camino de Santiago in Spain.”
The series will run for nine weeks
on Friday mornings with the first
meeting to be held at the parish
on March 11 at 9 a.m. This class
will provide details and information to anyone wishing to know
more about this specific pilgrimage in Spain or other pilgrimages in general, and will also
provide an opportunity for those
who have already walked the
Camino to share their experiences
with others. Visit fli.coursestorm.
com/category/religion-andphilosophy?page=2 for further
information and registration.
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Around the Diocese
Bishop Rhoades joins seminarians at Mount St. Mary’s

University of Saint
Francis receives grant
FORT WAYNE – The University
of Saint Francis will use an
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
grant of $23,664.24 to fund new
library equipment for students.
This project is supported by the
Institute of Museum and Library
Services (IMLS) under the provisions of ARPA and administered
by the Indiana State Library. A
portion of the ARPA grant will
provide new video conferencing
equipment and a professional
grade book scanner. The video
conferencing equipment will
allow USF to expand how it provides instruction online. The book
scanner will be used to provide
students and faculty with digital
access to resources in USF’s print
collections, and to provide support for other digital preservation
efforts on campus. “We are grateful to IMLS for the award of these
ARPA funds that will help connect faculty and students to the
digital technology and resources
they need to successfully teach

sions. The registration deadline
is three days prior to each session. Register online at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org.

USF Jesters announce
performance
FORT WAYNE – The Jesters program of the University of Saint
Francis will present its spring
performance, “All in Awe” on
March 12 and 13 at the USF
North Campus Auditorium, 2702
Spring St. Performances begin at
6 p.m. on Saturday, March 12,
and 3 p.m. on Sunday, March
13. Tickets for the annual spring
event are $10 and will be available at the door or can be purchased in advance by calling USF
Creative Arts at 260-399-8064.
The Jesters is a performing arts
group for people with intellectual/
developmental disabilities (I/DD),
ages 8 through senior citizens.
“All in Awe” will use music, dance,
theater, improvisation, visual art,
storytelling and animation to
explore the historical figure of St.
Francis and Franciscan values.

Saint Meinrad exhibit
features mixed media
Michael P. Pray

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades visited the seminarians from the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South
Bend at Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmetsburg, Maryland. On his trip, he celebrated
Mass and enjoyed camaraderie with the faithful young men in formation for the priesthood, taking the time to get to know them and aid in their discernment process.
and complete their coursework
at USF,” USF Library Director
Maureen McMahan said. The
Institute of Museum and Library
Services is the primary source of
federal support for the nation’s
123,000 libraries and 35,000
museums. Its mission has been
to inspire libraries and museums
to advance innovation, lifelong
learning, and cultural and civic
engagement.

Sisters to host ‘The
Scriptures of Lent 2022’
SAINT MARY-OF-THE-WOODS
– Join the Sisters of Providence
of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods,
during the month of March as
they host the virtual program,
“The Scriptures of Lent 2022.”
The programs will take place on
Thursdays – March 3, 10, 17,

24 and 31, as well as April 7
– from 6:15-7:45 p.m. Explore
with others as the richness and
beauty of Scripture passages
come alive during the Lenten
season. Each workshop during
the series will be facilitated by
a preacher, teacher or Scripture
scholar, and Scripture passages
will be provided for all prior to
each session. Cost to attend is $5
per session or $25 for all six ses-

SAINT MEINRAD – An exhibit
of mixed media artwork called
“Completely Mixed” will be
on display from February 23
through March 26, 2022, in
the Saint Meinrad Archabbey
Library Gallery, St. Meinrad, IN.
The gallery will exhibit works
by Evansville, IN, artist Janice
Greene. Inspired by her surroundings, Greene creates both abstract
and representational art. She is
particularly interested in textures,
layers and reflective surfaces.
This exhibit showcases abstract
art in mixed media. Some works
are assemblages created from
recycled materials, while others
combine printing with gathered
objects or paint. Threads, handmade papers and clay are incorporated into the compositions.

Ukrainian Catholics pray for the people of Ukraine
MISHAWAKA – On Saturday,
Feb. 26, Catholics gathered at
St. Michael Ukrainian Byzantine
Catholic Church to pray in a special way for the people of Ukraine,
which included family members of
some who gathered. Surrounded
by the church’s vibrant iconography depicting Christ and the
saints, the pews were packed as
the faithful gathered for Divine
Liturgy — the Eastern rite’s name
for the Eucharistic service. Father
Volodymyr Hudzan, pastor of St.
Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church
returned earlier that week from
the funeral of a family member in
Ukraine, leaving the country just
as Russia began their invasion.
Many parishioners are Ukrainian
with many having family members residing in that country.
The Byzantine rite is one of six
Daria Godfery Eastern Catholic churches that are
Divine Liturgy at St. Michael Ukrainian Byzantine Catholic Church in Mishawaka was led by Father Andrij Hlabse, S.J. in communion with the Bishop
on Feb. 26, as the congregation prayed for peace in Ukraine.

of Rome and its Divine Liturgy
fulfills the Catholic Sunday obligation. There are two Eastern
rite parishes in the diocese: St.
Michael Ukrainian Byzantine
Catholic Church in Mishawaka
and St. Andrew the Apostle
Mission Parish in Fort Wayne.
Both communities are going to
extra lengths to offer what support they can during the current
Russia-Ukraine conflict.
St. Andrew’s Eastern Catholic
Mission Church, which holds
Divine Liturgy services at the former St. Andrew Parish in Fort
Wayne, has also been praying
for fellow Church members under
siege in Ukraine and began raising funds to help support the
Ukrainian Army. St. Andrew’s
falls under the Ukrainian Catholic
Eparchy of St. Nicholas in Chicago.
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Rekindle the Fire unites men in faith
to return to Rekindle the Fire,
as well as the experience’s relevance to everyday life.
undreds of men convened
“Every year, it’s a different
at the Allen County War
lineup of speakers,” said Peat,
Memorial Coliseum in Fort “so that’s always great. But it’s
Wayne for the annual Rekindle
kind of like a spiritual shot in
the Fire conference on Feb. 26.
the arm, once in a while, getting
Fathers Ben Muhlenkamp and
those kinds of experiences that
Stephen Felicichia emceed the
help. You can then take that
conference, which saw men of
encouragement or what you’ve
all ages gather together united
learned, and then take that back
by faith.
into the rest of your life.”
The men heard from several
Of the speakers, Peat said that
speakers, had time for discussion he liked all of them. However, he
and celebrated Mass with Bishop resonated most with Crankfield’s
Kevin C. Rhoades, who also partalk at the beginning of the conticipated in a Q&A session.
ference.
The first speaker, Nathan
“I think I really responded
Crankfield, talked about excelto Nathan, the first speaker,
lence, as well as his conversion
and him kind of talking about
journey. Crankfield said that his
excellence. And how excellence
parents were different faiths,
is something for every area of
and that he was raised as a
your life. It’s not like something
Lutheran. He began kindergarten you turn on and off in different
at a Catholic school, where he
areas. I think that, like a lot of
was introduced to the Church
men, I kind of stereotypically fall
and ultimately converted at age
into the habit of like, excellence
13.
at work and
The secthen everything
ond speaker,
else kind of
Tim Staples,
falls to the side.
touched on
Whether that’s
“I
can’t
just
be
striving
for
Catholic apolofamily or faith
getics, which
– whatever. I
excellence here.
center around
think that’s a
defending the
good wake up
faith. He said
call for me, perIt
needs
to
be
everywhere.
”
that he had
sonally. Yeah,
conversed with
I can’t just be
someone who
striving for
BRANDON PEAT
thought that
excellence here.
the Catholic
It needs to be
belief in traneverywhere.”
substantiation
Peat added
was incorthat he finds the
rect, thinking,
atmosphere of
“Do Catholics
fraternity among those gathered
really believe that God is holding to be especially striking. He said,
Himself in his Hand at the Last
“I love the conference, because I
Supper?”
keep coming back year after year.
Staples says that he responded It’s really cool to be in a room
to this questioning by asking the
with a thousand other Catholic
individual if they believed that
men. I don’t think that we are the
God couldn’t hold Himself in His
most social creatures by habit.”
hand if He wanted to do so.
This brotherhood, Peat says,
The third speaker, Jason
becomes most obvious toward
Shanks, spoke about experiences the end of the Rekindle the Fire
surrounding his time recovering
conference. “And when there’s
from COVID-19, and how this
something like at the close of
brought him closer to his family
the ceremony, we sing a Hail
and the Lord.
Mary together. And it’s really
Throughout the day, a numcool to hear the deep timbre of
ber of diocesan priests were
voices from a thousand men
available for reconciliation, and
singing that because you’re used
there was a quiet space that had
to singing songs in church, but
been converted into an adoration you know, you get a range of all
chapel for men who wanted to
voices.”
step out of the conference hall to
Peat continued to say that
visit and pray before the Lord in
he thinks that, while singing
the Eucharist.
at church, most of the men are
Brandon Peat, one of the men probably mumbling. Because this
participating in the conference,
group of men are actually singhas been attending Rekindle the
ing rather than merely mumbling
Fire off and on since its incepat the conference, it makes for a
tion. This year, he attended with
unique yet infrequent experience.
his father and brother.
“It’s really cool to just feel
“It’s pretty cool to see the growth like that brotherhood with all the
and the response over the years.”
other men there who are, you
Peat says that the guest
know, strong in their faith. It’s
speakers and the spiritual value
just a really cool experience.”
of the conference drives him
BY JOSHUA SCHIPPER

H

Photos by Amy K

After a one-year hiatus, Rekindle the Fire men’s conference returned to the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne o
26, drawing hundreds of men from around the local area to listen to Catholic speakers and grow in brotherhood with each other

Father Ben Muhlenkamp and Father Stephen Felicichia emceed the event. Father Muhlenkamp offers a prayer over all those who
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Bishop Rhoades answers
questions on war, Ukraine
BY JOSHUA SCHIPPER

B

Nathan Crankfield, former Army officer and convert to Catholicism,
speaks to the men present about his faith journey and excellence
in all things.

Kleinrichert

on Feb.
r.

Catholic apologist Tim Staples presents on how to defend the
faith when questions arise.

ishop Kevin C. Rhoades
visited the annual
Rekindle the Fire Men’s
Conference on Saturday afternoon for a Q&A session and to
celebrate Mass.
During the Q&A session,
Redeemer Radio host Kyle
Heimann asked the bishop
several questions that conference participants had written
on note cards earlier that day.
One of those centered around
whether or not the Catholic
Church would say that it is
morally acceptable to become
involved in a war.
“War should only be a last
resort,” the bishop explained,
“the Church is very clear on
that. We have a tradition
that’s called the just war
theory – the just war tradition. Actually, it has roots
in ancient Greek and Roman
thought and it’s been developed in the Church, especially
by lay theologians like St.
Augustine and St. Thomas
Aquinas.”
Bishop Rhoades continued to explain the criteria by
which the Church determines
the morality of war involvement, including the chance
of success in the conflict. He
also mentioned that the question was particularly timely
with the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.
He added that unjust methods within war include the
use of biological and chemical
weapons, as well as indiscriminate killing, and that
there has to be grave reason
to go to war, according to the
Church.
Relating the question to
the current crisis in Eastern
Europe, the bishop talked
about where Church tradition
fits with regard to Ukraine

taking up arms against the
Russian invasion. “Obviously,
our assistance to Ukraine
right now with providing
arms, et cetera, I think is just,”
he explained. “They’re being
attacked by an aggressor.
And it’s terrible – it’s a crime
what President Putin is doing
– violating the sovereignty of
another nation.
“Innocent people are being
killed today in Ukraine.
That’s an unjust aggressor.
Ukraine does have a right to
defend itself – to take up arms
against this Russian invasion.
So I would say, that’s just on
the part of the Ukranians. And
it is just for us to assist them.
All the diplomatic means
were attempted, and Putin
still attacked. It was unjust.
The injustice is on the part of
Russia.”
After the Q&A session, the
men convened to celebrate
Mass with Bishop Rhoades.
In his homily, the bishop
talked about hypocrisy, as

how sins and vices can prevent people from growing in
the Christian life.
“In today’s Gospel, Jesus
continues to challenge his
disciples, teaching us again,
for example, not to judge
another’s faults without first
addressing our own worse
faults. We’re all familiar with
the famous words of Jesus in
today’s Gospel: ‘Why do you
notice the splinter in your
brother’s eyes, but do not
perceive the wooden beam in
your own … You hypocrite!
Remove the wooden beam
from your eye first – then
you will see clearly to remove
the splinter in your brother’s
eye.’”
Bishop Rhoades continued to say that, during the
upcoming season of Lent, it
is a time to “recognize the
wooden beam in our eye and
to remove it.
“I invite you to think about
that wooden beam. What sins,
vices and faults are blinding
us and preventing our growth
in the Christian life? What do
we need to remove or to ask
the Lord to help us remove
so that we can become better
men, better priests, better husbands, better fathers, better
neighbors?”
The bishop added that
everyone can admit to some
hypocrisy in their lives.
“What our Lord says in
today’s Gospel is so true. If
we’re honest with ourselves, I
think we all have to admit at
least some hypocrisy in our
lives. We often judge others
and their faults and give ourselves a pass. Jesus is teaching us to judge ourselves or
we will be like blind guides of
the blind. If we’re blind to our
own sins, how can we help
others deal with their sins?”
He also mentioned that
in Jesus’ time, it was the
Pharisees that he called
“guides of the blind” in
Matthew’s Gospel.
“Let us all make sure to
make some resolution for
Lent in this area of prayer
to help us answer our Lord’s
summons to live as He lived.
That’s what the Sermon on
the Plain describes – the way
Jesus lived, acted and spoke.
It’s the way He wants us, His
disciples, to live. He wants us
to be good trees that produce
good fruits in his vineyard.”

More
photos are
available at
www.todayscatholic.org

o attended.

Father Felicichia blesses two Rekindle the Fire
attendees during a break.

Photos by Joshua Schipper
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Catholic social media platform aimed at helping men grow in faith
BY CHRISTOPHER LUSHIS

S

ocial media platforms provide many advantages,
including greater connectivity, quicker communication
and heightened awareness of
local, national and global events.
However, as most have observed,
these platforms have the potential for bringing tremendously
negative consequences as well.
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
Snapchat, TikTok and other sites
provide spaces to post, share and
like (or dislike) things that can
elevate the soul or – as seems to
be more often the case – work
towards its destruction.
For this reason, the Armor of
God (AOG) men’s movement in
Fort Wayne has developed its
own social media platform entitled “Brigade.” With the feel and
calling them to be.”
look of a typical social media
He continued, “As momentum
site, it offers what others do not: grew from successful bi-annual
a space exclusively for Catholic
retreats and monthly spiritual
men to grow in holy fraternity
briefings, a theme emerged,
and share resources for encounwhich was to ‘change the world.’
tering God and deepening in virA catalyst that the AOG leadtue. Although
ership team
founded by
devised to do
members of St.
this was to creVincent de Paul
ate our own
When
churches
and
ministries
were
Parish, Fort
social media
Wayne, access
platform. In a
to this platform shut down, Armor of God arose to time with so
is open to all
much negativmen throughity, sexualout the diocese aid and arm men to be the spiritual ization, supand beyond.
pression and
Robert
oppression, it
leaders of their homes as
Gregory,
made sense to
Chairman of
create a safe
God was calling them to be.”
AOG’s Board of
space online for
Directors, shared,
men to find the
ROBERT GREGORY, CHAIRMAN
“This moveaccountability
ment was born
and holy fraterin the midst of
nity that they
the pandemic,
were seeking.”
when men and
Now during
families needed spiritual enrichment the season of Lent, it is essential
and leadership more than ever.
to review how one’s time, energy
When churches and ministries were
and effort are spent – or misshut down, Armor of God arose to
spent – and discern what fresh
aid and arm men to be the spiritual
steps can be taken to purify hableaders of their homes as God was
its, deepen in prayer and seek

the Lord anew.
Gregory emphasized: “Men
should not underestimate the
power of having other Catholic
men to message, share content,
create groups, discuss questions with and be challenged in
their understanding of the Mass,
Church history and the spiritual
life. As we grow the number
of men who make profiles this
year, we will be upgrading our
platform and creating new content. We really do believe this
will be a powerful online vehicle
for many men, who need Christ-

centered community now more
than ever. By following Jesus
as brothers in unity, we can
make an impact and change the
world!”
In addition to being a digital
space for lay men to post and
share, the Brigade also has
members of the local clergy,
including the movement’s spiritual advisor, Father Jay Horning,
parochial vicar at St. Vincent de
Paul and Father Daniel Whelan,
parochial vicar at Our Lady of
Good Hope, both in Fort Wayne.
Gregory exclaimed, “We love

Est. 1969
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having priests with us because
it re-enforces what we are trying
to create: a powerful, uplifting
and authentic online platform for
men to be encouraged, spiritually fed and catechized. My hope
is that the laity along with the
clergy come together to use what
we have built to transition from
the traditional negative and antiChristian platforms to this very
intentional platform designed to
arm men.”
In a recent letter to his brother
priests, Father Horning testified
to the good fruits he has personally witnessed and received from
Armor of God. He stated, “My
priesthood has been impacted,
because now I am being surrounded by men who can support my mission by actively
living the mission with me. More
men are bringing their families
to Mass, confession and to parish activities. More men are praying with their children and wives
at home. More men are seeking
to become leaders in their places
of work. It is rejuvenating my
priesthood and challenging me
to be a better preacher.”
Those interested in learning
more about Armor of God can
visit their website armingmen.
com. To sign up for a Brigade
profile or to download the free
app, scan the QR code above.
To witness what the Armor
of God movement offers inperson, their next spiritual briefing will be held on Wednesday,
March 16, at 6:45 p.m. in the
Msgr. Kuzmich Life Center at
St. Vincent de Paul Parish.
Father J. Steele, CSC, pastor
of Blessed Sacrament, Albion,
and Immaculate Conception,
Kendallville, will be presenting
on the topic of “Arming Men on
the Power of Holy Fraternity.”
Men of all ages are welcome to
attend.
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Catechumens and candidates profess eagerness to
receive graces of the Catholic Church
BY SAMANTHA ROHLOFF

M

any current and prospective members of the
Catholic Church were
brought together under one roof
on Sunday, Feb. 27, in South
Bend for the Rite of Election and
Call to Continuing Conversion. At
St. Matthew Cathedral in South
Bend, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
affirmed the nearly 175 individuals, overseen by their respective sponsors and godparents,
as they publicly acknowledged
their willingness to become full,
faithful members of the Catholic
Church through the sacraments
of initiation.
One of the three sacraments
of initiation, baptism, is typically the first administered, as it
generally occurs at infancy, but
can be done at a later time. By
receiving this initial sacrament,
one is considered a member of
the Catholic Church. However,
those wishing to become full
members of the Church must
receive all three sacraments of
initiation: baptism, Communion
and confirmation.
Catechumens are individuals
who have not yet received baptism and are preparing to receive
all three sacraments of initiation.
Candidates, on the other hand,
are individuals who have been
validly baptized and are preparing to receive the other two sacraments.
During the Rite of Election,
catechumens, deemed the “elect”
once the bishop signs their
names into the Book of the Elect,
gather to freely proclaim their
commitment to receive all three
sacraments of initiation. The
Call to Continuing Conversion is
similar. Here, candidates gather
to publicly profess their intention to receive Communion and
confirmation. Both catechumens
and candidates will obtain the
sacraments they have not yet
received and thus enter into full
communion within the Catholic
Church this coming Easter.
The Office of Worship Director
for the Diocese of Fort WayneSouth Bend, Brian MacMichael,
stated that there were 111 catechumens and 63 candidates
from South Bend-area parishes.
Bishop Rhoades spoke on the
blessings that both these catechumens and candidates would
receive upon fully entering into
the Catholic Church.
Bishop Rhoades welcomed
the catechumens and candidates
with St. Paul’s opening words
to the Corinthians, found in that
day’s reading: “Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.” The bishop told them each respectively
that they “will receive the beautiful gift of God’s grace in the
sacraments of initiation” as well
as “an increase of God’s grace,”

Jennifer Barton

Catechumens and candidates gather in St. Matthew Cathedral in South Bend on Feb. 27 for the Rite of Election and
the Call to Continuing Conversion. Pictured above, Alex Bliss, a catechumen from Holy Family Parish, is accompanied
by his fiancé and sponsor as he completes the RCIA process to become Catholic.
that they will each partake in
when fully received into the Body
of Christ, the Church.
The bishop explained that this
gift also “recalls God’s merciful
love shown in Jesus Christ and
bestowed on Christians through
the Holy Spirit.” Concluding with
this same theme, he told the catechumens and candidates present: “You will receive His sanctifying grace in the sacraments at
Easter.”
During and after the celebration, catechumens and candidates
were inspired by the welcoming
invitation and encouragement for
the continuation of their journeys
of faith that the bishop and their
loved ones provided.
Wendy Gúzman, a catechumen from St. John the Evangelist
Parish in Goshen, explained
that before regularly attending
church and understanding its
importance, she felt empty – her
consistent attendance filled that
emptiness and lit the spark to
her conversion, she said. The
number of priests present at the
Rite of Election moved her, and
she conveyed her joy in knowing
that she would soon be able to
approach the altar and receive the
sacraments she so desired from
the priests. Already happily married, she is most looking forward
to validating her marriage in the
Church upon entering into full
communion.
Originally from Jackson,

Michigan, Alex Bliss has been
going through the process of
entering the Catholic Church
at Holy Family Parish in South
Bend. He expressed that his
yearning to join the Church
sprouted from a prolonged “struggle with faith and religion.” He
further explained that becoming
Catholic “is another beginning”
for him, fulfilling his desire to
spend his whole life with his
now-fiancé after his conversion.
Looking forward to the lifelong
love they will share, he insinuated that every Catholic is called
to lead others to heaven, the true
place where eternal love abides.
Formerly a member of another
Christian denomination, James
Johnson, a candidate from Holy
Family, explained the reasoning
behind his conversion as a result
of a loved one’s passing — who
happened to be Catholic. “When
we did Mass for her, I noticed
that there was a lot of relief
that came off my shoulders.”
He reiterated that, “It felt like
it was a lot of anger coming off
my shoulders.” James is most
looking forward to stepping back
into the faith and expressed his
excitement at meeting Bishop
Rhoades.
During the approaching Easter
Vigil Mass, the Catholic Church
will receive these 174 individuals
into full communion and joyfully
anticipate their entrance, welcoming them home with open arms.
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McGuffey Readers

W

hen I was in high
school, my English
class read Ovid’s
“Metamorphoses” in an edition
that showed Daphne in the altogether, as she was transformed
into a laurel tree.
The principal caused a minor
flap when he directed us to use a
different version. Nowadays that
instruction would land him in
federal court.
The issue of what children
can read has taken on cultural
and political significance lately.
The Washington Post reports
that “at least 27 states are considering legislation this year
that would limit how race, and
in some cases gender, can be
taught in schools.”
Alongside disputes over the
curriculum, we see efforts to
remove controversial books from
school libraries. There is a lot of
pearl-clutching on the left over
these conflicts. Terry McAuliffe,
running for governor of Virginia
last fall, said, “I don’t think parents should be telling schools
what they should teach.”
The idea that parents should
venture to instruct school
boards, or worse, that legislatures should wade into the
business of teaching, somehow
upsets the natural order of
things. I’d like to make a few
observations that we might keep
in mind in this discussion.
First, this is not a free speech
problem. The First Amendment
forbids the government to regulate the content of speech by
private parties. But this regime
doesn’t make sense for speech by
the government.
Government speech neces-

sarily takes one point of view
(e.g., in favor of immigration or
higher taxes) and rejects others.
The way we control government
speech is by voting the speaker
out of office.
Public schools are run by
the government, and they have
always taken a particular point
of view. McGuffey Readers, widely assigned in the 19th century,
taught early Americans a set of
Calvinist values: piety, righteousness, honesty, industry.
Horace Mann, the father of
the common school movement,
proposed bringing together
students from a variety of backgrounds and teaching them
principles of character appropriate for a free society. The Pledge
of Allegiance that children recite
today is designed to promote the
value of patriotism.
Second, a public school teacher works for the government.
When she is on the job, she can’t
claim the same First Amendment
freedom a private citizen has.
She may want to design a class
around the 1619 Project or ask
the library to purchase “Melissa”
(an Alex Gino book about a
transgender girl in fourth grade).
Those may well be condign lessons for her students.
But government speech is
subject to democratic control. It
is both natural and appropriate
that the legislature should weigh
in on how we teach about race
and gender.
And because the ultimate
authority in a democracy lies
with citizens, it is equally fitting that parents should speak
to teachers, and if need be, to
school boards about what they

INTELLECT
AND VIRTUE
JOHN GARVEY
want their children to learn.
Third, if we look at the problem from the other side of the
classroom, we reach the same
conclusion.
Last fall, a group of students
and educators sued Oklahoma
to enjoin a law governing the
teaching of race and gender in
public schools. The law violated
the First Amendment, they said,
because it would “rob (them)
of the information, ideas, and
instructional approaches ...
essential to the preservation of
America’s democratic system.”
But as I said above, when the
government speaks, it necessarily takes a point of view. That’s
how a democracy works.
It would turn the system
upside down if we allowed courts
to order government employees
to put forward a different and
competing set of ideas. It would
be particularly undemocratic to
do this at the behest of a group
who are not yet allowed to vote.
Mind you, I’ve said nothing
about what we should be teaching. Only that this is a matter for
the people to decide, not courts
or bureaucrats or teenagers.
John Garvey is president of The
Catholic University of America
in Washington, D.C.
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Writing in the attic: the
Catholic call to creativity

T

he idea came in a dream.
It was just like the movies,
the fantasy of every writer
who has slogged away at a keyboard, awaiting inspiration.
Haley Stewart’s came.
“I woke up, and I was like: ‘I
have to write this story! It was
just given to me!’”
Over the years, the 36-yearold Catholic from Waco, Texas,
had put in her share of toil and
sweat as a freelance writer, juggling to meet deadlines as she
homeschooled her four children.
“I’ve heard writers say this
before, and I always thought
they were making it up,” Haley
said. “But that’s what it was
like: I had these little characters
pop into my head, and I just followed their lead and then there
was a book.”
The characters were,
indeed, little. They were mice.
Specifically, they were mice
nuns, and they lived under the
floorboards of G.K. Chesterton’s
home, where they ran a school
and solved crimes. Mice detective
nuns!
Haley could see them, and
she loved them, and she was
itching to write about them.
But life was busy, and the mice
detective nuns stayed in her
head for several months.
Then COVID-19 struck, and
the Stewart family quarantined.
The only quiet place in the
house was the attic, so Haley
grabbed her laptop and climbed
up, perched among boxes of
Christmas decorations, off-season clothing and a kayak paddle.
It was time to tell the mice

TWENTY
SOMETHING
CHRISTINA CAPECCHI
nuns’ story.
“It wrote itself,” Haley said.
“It felt very much like this collaboration with God. I was given
the opportunity to give something birth. It was just my fingers being used to type out the
story that was already there.”
Before long, Haley was signing a contract with Pauline
Books for a three-book series
featuring her mice – the Sister
Seraphina Mysteries. Logging in
around 10,000 words, the first
book, “The Pursuit of the Pilfered
Cheese,” is a heavily illustrated
storybook rather than a picture
book. It will be published this
fall.
In the meantime, Haley is
plugging away at her nonfiction, which first garnered
her a devoted readership. This
month Ave Maria Press will
publish her book “Jane Austen’s
Genius Guide to Life: On Love,
Friendship, and Becoming the
Person God Created You to Be.”
Come summer, she’ll be writing the third Sister Seraphina
book and hopefully carving out
time for a young-adult fantasy
novel she’s drafted – her first
CAPECCHI page 13

Faithfulness to God gives strength to His people
THE
SUNDAY
GOSPEL
MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

First Sunday Of Lent
Luke 4:1-13

T

he Book of Deuteronomy
provides the first reading
for this first Sunday of
Lent. Deuteronomy looks to the
days when the Hebrews were
fleeing from Egyptian slavery
and making an uncertain way
across the treacherous Sinai
Peninsula.
Even so, Deuteronomy is not
a story of doom and gloom. It
is hopeful. All will be well for
God’s people if they simply love
God and follow the commandments. God already had proven
to be merciful and protective. He
would not change.
The decision to obey God,

however, and truly to be God’s
faithful people rested solely with
the people themselves.
For its second reading this
weekend, the Church provides
us with a reading from Paul’s
powerful Epistle to the Romans.
The Apostle wrote this epistle, or
letter, to the Christians living in
Rome, the imperial capital, and
the center of the Mediterranean
world in the first century AD.
As was the case with the
other communities to which Paul
sent epistles, the Christian community of Rome was living in a
culture that was utterly at odds
with the letter and the spirit of
the Gospel. Surely many of the
Christian Romans had doubts.
Surely many were afraid since,
after all, the popular mood and
indeed the political order were
against Christians.
Paul urged these people to
be strong by uniting themselves
to God through faith in Jesus.
Paul expressly mentioned the
Resurrection, the miracle by
which Jesus, crucified and dead,
rose again to life.
Reassuringly, and strong with

his own determined faith, Paul
told the Romans that if they
trust in the Lord, none will be
put to shame.
Finally, Paul insisted, God’s
mercy and life, given in Christ,
are available to all, Greeks, or
foreigners, as well as to Jews,
who were part of the chosen
people.
St. Luke’s Gospel gives us
a scene also seen in Mark and
Matthew, namely a story of the
temptation of Christ by the devil.
The identity of Jesus is made
clear. The Gospel says that Jesus
is “full of the Holy Spirit.” He
is the Son of God. He also is
human, obviously, because the
devil used food to tempt Jesus.
(Fasting was a discipline for
Jesus.)
In the exchange, the devil,
often depicted in myth as so very
powerful, as indeed the devil is
powerful, comes across as indecisive and struggling. The devil
cannot grasp the full meaning of
Christ’s identity. The devil foolishly seeks to tempt Jesus not to
be faithful to God but rather to
worship Satan.

Jesus, by contrast, is serene
and strong. He is in control.
Although defeated for the
moment, the devil does not
relent but only lies in wait for
another opportunity.

Reflection
On Ash Wednesday, the
Church invited us to use the
season of Lent as means to our
great holiness.
Never deluding us by implying that the path to holiness is
a walk along an imagined primrose path, the Church frankly
tells us that holiness requires
discipline, focus and unfailing
faithfulness to God despite difficulties and the forces, very real
in the world, that are absolutely
at odds with the Gospel of Jesus.
In so many ways, we are
similar to the Hebrews as they
fled from Egypt and slavery to
the land of prosperity and peace
God had promised them. We are
in flight from the slavery and
hopelessness of sin.
The first to hear this reading
from Romans, and the reading

from Luke, also were in flight
from sin, death and anxiety.
They were weak. We also are
weak, because selfishness
attracts us. They could not see.
Neither can we.
God alone gives strength and
insight. Lent gives us the opportunity to strengthen our own
resolves to resist sin, to be with
God, and in God, to find our way.

READINGS
Sunday: Dt 26:4-10 Ps 91:1-2, 19-15
Rom 10:8-13 Lk 4:1-13
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18 Ps 19:810, 15 Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11 Ps 34:4-7, 16-19
Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10 Ps 51:3-4,
12-13, 18-19 Lk 11:29-32
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25
Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8 Mt 7:7-12
Friday: Ez 18:21-28 Ps 130:1-8
Mt 5:20-26
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19 Ps 119:1-2,
4-5, 7-8 Mt 5:43-48
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Thank you, Sister Norma Pimentel

S

ister Norma Pimentel, a
Mexican-American Catholic
sister born in Brownsville,
Texas, daughter of immigrants,
serves as the Executive Director
of Catholic Charities of the Rio
Grande Valley. She has become a
true symbol of Christian love and
discipleship serving immigrants
and refugees at the U.S.-Mexico
border.
It is her mission; her life. This
is how she actualizes her vocation as a baptized woman and a
member of her religious congregation, the Missionaries of Christ
Jesus, founded in Spain in 1944.
Sister Norma does not need
much introduction. She has been
publicly commended by Pope
Francis for her inspiring work
with immigrants, gaining her the
appellative “the pope’s favorite
nun.” In 2020, Time magazine
featured her as one of the most
100 influential people of the
year.
These recognitions, and many
others, have done little to change
Sister Norma’s attitude toward
life and service. She is by and
large one of the most grounded
persons I have met. It is not
about her, she repeats constantly. It is about seeing the face of
Christ in the immigrant and the
refugee.
It has been an honor to
engage Sister Norma in conversation several times and to learn
from her wisdom through some
work we have done together at
the service of our Church. She
exudes a loving compassion
that reminds anyone around her
that without love, and more par-

ticularly without loving like God
does, we cannot build a just and
equitable world.
Sometimes U.S. Catholics
spend far too much time and
energy questioning one another,
finding fault in what we do and
how we think, often antagonizing each other. In the meantime,
Sister Norma and many others
like her are working tirelessly
to welcome and serve the many
Christs of all ages who arrive at
our borders seeking an opportunity in this nation of immigrants.
This reminds me of St. Teresa
of Kolkata (1910-1997) and the
many stories people share about
her when asked about politics
or the distractions of everyday
life. For her, serving those most
in need was the priority, both
because it was the right thing
to do and because they were the
real presence of Christ in our
midst. Some people took issue
with this.
Each generation and each
society need witnesses that
remind us about the urgency of
bringing our Christian faith to
bear upon the urgent questions
of the day. One thing is to read
the Gospel, another is to put it
into practice here and now like
Sister Norma and her colleagues
do as they serve immigrants.
Being a model of Christian
discipleship does not necessarily mean that one must achieve
human perfection, however way
we define it. I am sure that Sister
Norma has plenty of limitations.
She, nonetheless, models a prophetic way of being a Christian
disciple through her commitment

SCRIPTURE SEARCH®
Gospel for March 6, 2022
Luke 4:1-13

JOURNEYING
TOGETHER

Following is a word search based on the Gospel
reading for the First Sunday of Lent, Cycle C: The
40 days in the desert. The words can be found in all
directions in the puzzle.

HOSFFMAN OSPINO

JESUS
TEMPTED
SON OF GOD
NOT LIVE
LORD
THROW
A STONE

to value every human person and
to trust God.
People who show with their
lives and actions that God journeys with us are always good
news (i.e., gospel). More so in an
increasingly secularized society
and at a time when many religious leaders and institutions
have lost much credibility.
Thank you, Sister Norma, for
your witness and for reminding
Catholics and others at this time
in history of the beauty of what
it means to put our faith into
action.
In thanking Sister Norma for
her witness and her work, we
must also thank the many other
people, organizations and faith
communities that unremittingly
serve immigrants and refugees
every day, welcoming them,
tending to their wounds, listening to their stories and journeying with them as they integrate
into our society.

work of fiction not aimed at children. New creative avenues keep
opening up.
“There’s so much to learn,”
said Haley, who shares updates
on her website, carrotsformichaelmas.com.
She believes everyone is creative, though the overstimulation
of modern life can squelch that
spark. Her best remedies: going
on a walk, chatting with a friend
or praying at adoration, where
she always brings a notebook.
“The silence creates this space
where I suddenly have a million
ideas,” Haley said.

Catholicism fosters creativity,
offering a tradition replete with
sacred art and a sensory-rich liturgy, she said. “It’s hard for me
to separate out my Catholicism
from my writing.”
Creativity is evident in everyday problem solving: rearranging
a room, turning the contents of a
fridge into a meal, managing the
flow of a party. And it is always
a spiritual endeavor, a co-creation with God – an idea Haley
has embraced ever since reading Madeleine L’Engle’s book
“Walking on Water: Reflections
on Faith and Art.”
“Creativity is participating in
God’s image, as creator,” Haley
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Hosffman Ospino is a professor of
theology and religious education
at Boston College.
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said. “It’s being human, the way
that God has wired us to be, like
Him.”
Sometimes, the first step of
creativity is the hardest: slowing
down and looking up.
“It comes down to wonder,”
Haley said. “When we’re connected to God, we’re awake
to the reality that the world is
enchanted by the footsteps of
God. When we’re awake to that
truth, we’re more open to creativity.”
Christina Capecchi is a freelance
writer from Inver Grove Heights,
Minnesota.

NICHOLAS
OF FLUE
1417-1487 FEAST MARCH 21
St. Nicholas belonged to a lay association called the Friends of
God, whose members sought closeness to Christ through a disciplined life. At age 30, he married Dorothy Wissing, and during 20
happy years, they had 10 children. In 1467, Nicholas sensed God’s
call to leave his family and live as a hermit. Dorothy, also a member of the association, and the children released him. Nicholas
spent the next 20 years in prayer and counseling visitors, including top leaders. In 1481, he resolved a conflict among the Swiss
cantons that preserved the unity of the country. “Put God first,”
he said, “Do not let grow among you self-interest … and factions,
or these will work against you.” Nicholas died in 1487.
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Honolulu island
Abraham's nephew
Part of a book
Sere
Vane direction
Landing Ship, Tank
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1

Mardi Gras
(__ Tuesday)
2 Attention-deficit Hyper
-active Disorder (abbr.)
3 Surpass
4 Loose gown worn at
Mass
5 Lawyer exam
6 Death is ___ up
by victory
7 "A ___ of personality"
8 Quarry
9 Ship initials
11 Rips
13 Off-Broadway award
16 Wound seriously
18 Agreement
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21 Formerly
Readings: Dt 26:4-10/ Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13 & Gn
23 Communication Work15:5-12, 17-18/ Phil 3:17—4:1 / Lk 9:28b-36
ers of America (abr.)
24 Type of cabin
26 Unknown flying object 25 Paddle
ACROSS
26 Revolt
29 Chinese pan
27 Enemy
30 Cuts wood
1 Food & Agriculture
28 Unusual
31 Holds peas
Organization (abbr.)
32 "I am with you until 33 Scorch
4 Type of brake system
34 Little bit
the end f the __"
7 Computer part
10 Advertisement (abbr.) 33 "Strong hand and out 35 Crawl
36 Herr's wife
-____arm"
12 The __ of Moses
36 Many are called; __ 38 Rise up on wings
13 Not yours
39 Colorless
are chosen
14 Biblical "you"
41 Not found on thorn
15 You don't pick grapes 37 Challenge
bushes
38 Abraham's wife
from these
42 Iron stick
17 Cart to haul heavy things 40 Unable to hear
43 2,000 pounds
42 Name meaning
19 Not the clergy
44 Jesus ___ nothing for
"rosary"
20 Fruit shows care of ...
40 days
45 Opposite of "Good
22 Thou shalt not ___
person producing good" 46 "__ my people go"
23 Where to teach students
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National Eucharistic
Congress seeks
Executive Director

CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator

Purpose:
The organization exists to promote and carry out National
Eucharistic Congresses for the Catholic Church in the U.S.
These Congresses are opportunities to gather tens of thousands
of Catholics from across the country to participate in formation
sessions, share in prayer and worship experiences, and renew
their missionary commitments as followers of Jesus Christ.
Position Summary:
The Executive Director serves as the pivotal staff person
who, understanding all facets of the organization, articulates
the mission to others, seeks partnership with organizations
consistent with the mission, and leads each National Eucharistic
Congress in a manner that fulfills its mission.
Key Responsibilities include:
Vision, Revenue, Organization Management, Interfacing
with Board of Directors, and Networking

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend in Fort Wayne is seeking a full-time (30 hour per week)
Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator. This position’s primary function is to coordinate, implement,
and support all diocesan entities in their compliance with the diocesan Safe Environment Program (SEP)
and to assist the diocese in its full response to the United States Catholic Conference of Bishop’s Charter
for the Protection of Children and Young People. Interested applicants should view the complete job
description and apply online at diocesefwsb.org/careers by March 10, 2022.

Administrative Assistant – Business Office

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend has a full-time opening for an Administrative Assistant at the
Archbishop Noll Center in Fort Wayne. The Administrative Assistant in the Business Office is responsible
for all gift processing (Annual Bishop’s Appeal, Pentecost Collection, Special Fund Drives and Designated
gifts) to include posting the gift and sending proper acknowledgement to the donor. Under the direction
of the CFO, the Administrative Assistant will also provide support to the Business Office team with administrative duties, as well as provide clerical support to the CFO. This position will also collaborate with the
Secretariat for Stewardship and Development and will receive direction on duties related to gift processing from the Secretariat for Stewardship and Development.

Effective Date: March 2022
For more information visit
diocesefwsb.org/careers

Preferred candidates will have experience working in databases, understanding of accounting principles,
and proficiency with Microsoft Office Word and Excel. Interested applicants should apply online at
diocesefwsb.org/careers by March 10, 2022.
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Advertise in Today’s Catholic

Ryan Moore

With a variety of options for web and print advertising, let us help you reach YOUR demographic.
Call 260-399-1449

Insurance Matters, LLC

260-436-7394 • 855-436-7394
ryan@insmatters.net • insmatters.net
220 Insurance Dr. Suite H
Fort Wayne IN 46825

PNC Bank Building

ONARD J.

dorfer
& Co., LLP

Andrea “Andy” Hall
260-417-5093
AHallResults@gmail.com
Caitlin Berghoff
260-403-9898
CaitlinBerghoff@remax.net

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

110 W. Berry Street, STE 2202
Fort Wayne 46802
(260) 423-9405

Fax: (260) 422-9206

•Tax Planning and Preparation
Corporations, Individuals and Partnerships
• Estates and Trusts •Auditing Services

Visit us at www.ljandorfer.com

Fort Wayne 260-483-6763 Indianapolis 317-849-8444
www.closetconceptsinc.com

4121 Hillegas Rd.
Ft. Wayne, IN
46808
260.422.9374

*FREE Pick-Up
& Delivery

*Select areas of Ft. Wayne Only

www.peerless-cleaners.com

Expertise you can rely on.

FULL SERVICE

Mike Kendzicky
Michael Kendzicky
Samantha Hengen, CFP®
Private Wealth Management
4220 Edison Lakes Parkway, Suite 100
Mishawaka, IN 46545
574-247-6830 . 800-866-9022
rwbaird.com

C R E A T I V E

PRINTING

ART WORK
EDDM /STANDARD
®

MAILING

OFFSET ONE, INC.

OFFSET
ONE, INC.
www.offset1.com

©2018 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. MC-260563.

DC, PT

3030 LAKE AVE SUITE 26
FORT WAYNE, IN 46805
PHONE: 260.420.4400
FAX: 260.420.4448

www.hoosierpt.com

David Egts

Ft. Wayne, Auburn,
Angola & Warsaw

Catholic Family Owned since 1988 • Jon & Shelley Ross – St. Joseph Roanoke Parishioners

MICHAEL F. BARILE

260-456-8828 | 1609 S. Calhoun St | Fort Wayne, IN 46802

Low Closing Costs & Great Rates
“MORTGAGE CLOSING COST CRUSHER”

260-418-6191
CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE PROFESSIONAL

LINDA RILEY
Senior Loan Officer

NMLS: 234665

C: 574.551.9330
O: 574.268.9033
F: 574.268.2955
310 Enterprise Drive
Warsaw, IN 46580
lriley@ruoff.com
ruoff.com/lindariley
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What’s Happening?

Arcola
Donald Korte, 90,
St. Patrick

WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. View
more Catholic events and submit new ones at www.todayscatholic.org/event. For additional listings of that event, please call the advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.

FISH FRYS

St. John the Baptist to host fish fry
FORT WAYNE — Celebrate the
first Friday of Lent with Dan’s
Fish Fry at St. John the Baptist
from 4-7:30 p.m. Carryout is
available off Arlington Ave., or
bring the whole family for allyou-can-eat-fish in the school
gym. Tickets are $12 for adults,
$7 for children 13 and younger,
and children two and younger
eat free. Menu includes Dan’s
Fish Fry, Hall’s macaroni and
cheese, Hall’s scalloped potatoes,
Hall’s green beans and homemade dessert. Contact Karen
Eckrich at 260-744-4393 or
parishsecretary@saintjohnfortwayne.com.

Queen of Angels’ Lenten fish fry (drivethru only)
FORT WAYNE — Queen of
Angels Parish will host a Lenten
fish fry on Friday, March 4, from
4-7 p.m. (or until fish runs out).
This will be drive-thru only,
located in the parking lot, 1600
W. State Blvd., off of Irene Ave.
The price per box will be $12.50.
Menu will include a generous
portion of fish, tartar sauce,
coleslaw, applesauce and cookie.
Contact Laverne Gladieux at 260482-9411 or parishsecretary@
queenofangelsfw.org.
Dine-in/carry-out fish fry in Walkerton
WALKERTON — St Patrick
Church, 811 Tyler St., will have
a fish fry on Friday, March 4, at

Indiana’s Premier Butcher Shop and Deli
4924 S. Calhoun St., Ft. Wayne
260-338-0022
2820 Maplecrest Rd., Ft. Wayne
260-485-0003
Mon-Fri 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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4 p.m. Fish prepared by Tyner
IOOF Lodge 821. Tickets are $12
per adult dinner, $8 per child
6-10 years old and children
younger than 6 eat free. Children
are dine-in only. No all-fish carryouts. Dinner includes fish, two
sides, drink and dessert. Dinners
served until fish runs out.
Contact Nancy Kochanowski at
574-586-7152 or info@saintpatricks.church.

REST IN PEACE
Goshen
Timothy Kierpiec, 63,
St. John the Evangelist

South Bend
Sharon Banicki, 84,
Holy Family

Bremen
Caroline Blad, 85,
St. Dominic

Huntington
Jacqueline Riecke, 85,
St. Mary

Mary Kovatch-Bilotti,
78, Holy Family

Fort Wayne
Phyllis Senesac, 92,
Queen of Angels

Patricia Snow, 79, SS.
Peter & Paul

Kenneth F. Leinweber,
68, St. Charles

Sister Martha Molohon,
97, Victory Noll

Eillien D. Patrick, 95,
St. Jude

Mishawaka
Margie M. Armstrong,
89, Queen of Peace

Suzanne Geoffray, 86,
St. Vincent de Paul

Susan Ivancsics, 68, St.
Joseph

Revfo Stratton, 78,
St. Vincent de Paul

Mary Velleman, 94, St.
Joseph

Richard Marshall, 75,
Holy Family
Mildred Woltman, 90,
St. Adalbert
Wabash
Norman L. Benjamin,
75, St. Bernard
Warsaw
Anthony W. Silveus,
73, Sacred Heart

Revive!
FORT WAYNE — Join a citywide night of transformation
on Wednesday, March 9, from
6:30-9 p.m. at Bishop Dwenger
High School, 1300 E Washington
Center Rd. Featuring the
Damascus Worship Collective
and inspirational preaching from
international revivalists, you
and your family will encounter
a God who is living and active.
Damascus brings life-changing
experiences to tens of thousands
of people annually. Visit damascus.net/reviveftwayne or contact
Emily Knuth emily@damascus.
net for details.

CATERING, MEAT BUNDLES,
PREPARED FOOD, AND MORE!
2323 Almon St., Huntertown
260-637-0111
Mon-Sat 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sun 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CATERING, CUSTOM PROCESSING, FOOD TRUCK,
WILD GAME, HOG ROASTS
Parishioners of St. Vincent de Paul

A trusted local team that
treats you like an individual
At D.O. McComb & Sons, we offer personalized
funeral and memorial services arranged by our
compassionate staff. We believe every final tribute
should be as unique as the life it represents.

Serving Fort Wayne families since .

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON
Catholic School
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School is seeking
a full-time school nurse immediately!
Those interested in this position
should send a resume to
Principal Lois Widner at lwidner@seascsfw.org.

McCOMB
& SONS
FUNERAL HOMES

260-426-9494 McCombCares.com
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Magic by Jim Barron
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LUERSKNIGHT 2022 Raffle Ticket Order Form

RAFFLE TICKET ORDER FORM

"God's people faithfully brought in the contributions, tithes and dedicated gifts." 2 Chronicles 31:12

LUERSKNIGHT TICKET ORDER FORM

Drawing on April 22, 2022 @ 11:00 p.m. Proceeds support the Adopt-A-Knight Program.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Email

Cell Phone

Cash Prizes: 1 st - $4,000

Ticket Price:

□ 6 for$50.00

3 rd -$1,000

□ 12 for$100.00

4th - $500
th - $

5

□ $10.00 each

□ 3 for $25.00

2"-$2,000

250

Payment Options Only:
□ Check (payable to BLHS LuersKnight 2022} OR □ Cash (BLHS business office)
NO CREDIT CARD PURCHASE
# of Tickets ordered:

----------

Raffle ticket stubs will be mailed directly to you with your receipt.
We are the Light of the World! ;Somos la luz de/ mundo! www.bishopluers.org
Bishop Luers High School is a 501©3 Not for Profit Organization with Federal I.D.# 35-1041555

Mail completed
to: Bishop
Luers High School - 333 E. Paulding Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46816 or visit www.bishopluers.org
Indianaforms
Gaming License#
000574
Bishop Luers High School is a 501c3 Not for Profit Organization with Federal I.D. #35-1041555 Indiana Gaming License #000574

