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Follow the ‘stars,’ of the saints,  
encourages bishop on Epiphany

“My Christmas celebra-
tion would not be 
complete without 

worshipping our newborn King 
with you here at St. Matt’s,” 
declared Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
on the feast of the Epiphany, 
which he celebrated at the South 
Bend cathedral the morning of 
Jan. 2. 

He shared with the con-
gregation present in the new 
year that his practice is to cel-
ebrate Christmas Eve Mass at 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Fort Wayne, visit 
his family in Pennsylvania for 
a few days and then return to 
the diocese to celebrate the feast 
of the Epiphany at St. Matthew 
Cathedral. He did the same this 
year, despite a New Year’s Day 
snowstorm.

Third graders at St. Matthew 

Cathedral School enacted a 
Christmas pageant at the cathe-
dral in honor of the celebration of 
the Epiphany. Three of them — 
Thomas Balderas, Jesus Escoban 
and Nolan Patterson — donned 
red, purple and blue robes and 
the crowns of kings and pro-
cessed in with the bishop bearing 
gifts representing gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh, which they pre-
sented for him to incense and lay 
in the creche. 

Two deacons assisted at the 
Mass, Deacon Frederick Everett 
and Deacon Drew Clary, CSC. The 
occasion was also made festive 
by the participation of the choir, 
organ and a brass ensemble.

The Magi worshipped the baby 
that Mary cradled in her arms, 
the bishop began. He noted that 
today Christians worship Him in 
the Eucharist. 

“Indeed, at every Mass, we 
worship Him; we praise and 
thank Him. Our prayers rise up 

to Him like incense, one of the 
gifts of the Magi. On the altar will 
become present the One whom 
the Magi saw lying in the man-
ger: Christ, the living Bread who 
came down from heaven to give 
life to the world.”

“Why did the Magi set off from 
far away to go to Bethlehem?” the 
bishop asked. “The answer has to 
do with the mystery of the star, 
the star which they saw in the 
East and which they recognized 
as the sign of the birth of the 
Messiah, the King of the Jews.” 
The famous prophecy of Balaam, 
in Num. 24:17, speaks of a star or 
scepter rising out of Israel. 

The bishop alluded to several 
astronomical phenomena that 
may explain the special star, as 
well as the speculation of some 
Fathers of the Church that it 
was an angel in disguise. At the 
Epiphany Mass, astronomers and 
other scientists were lifted up 
during the prayer of the faithful.

St. John wrote in his first let-
ter: “God is light; in him there is 
no darkness,” said the bishop. 
“Then further on he adds: ‘God is 
love.’ This is what the Magi saw 
when they entered the house in 
Bethlehem: they saw God’s light 
and love in the Child Jesus, the 
Incarnate Word of God. They saw 
the light that enlightens all the 
peoples of the world, the light of 
the Epiphany. They were guided 
to the source of light by the light of 
the star (creation) and by the light 
of the Scriptures (Balaam’s and 
Micah’s prophecies) … They did 
homage to the Messiah of Israel, 
who is the Light of the World.”

“It is good to reflect today on 
our mission as disciples of Jesus, 
as his Church, in the light of the 
mystery of the Epiphany,” he con-
tinued. “We are called to make 
Christ’s light shine in the world.” 
Citing the Sermon on the Mount, 

BY JILL A. BOUGHTON

EPIPHANY, page 3

Lisa Everett
The feast of the Epiphany was celebrated by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades Sunday, Jan. 2, at St. Matthew Cathedral, South Bend. At the beginning of the Mass, the 
bishop receives gifts representing gold, frankincense and myrrh from Thomas Balderas, Jesus Escoban and Nolan Patterson, St. Matthew Cathedral School 
students who represented the roles of the Magi in a school reenactment of the Nativity.
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With foreign donation license denied, 
Missionaries of Charity ration food

KOLKATA, India (CNS) — Since 
Christmas, the Missionaries of 
Charity have been strictly ration-
ing the food and daily use items 
for their regular 600 beneficiaries 
at their motherhouse and Shishu 
Bhavan, a children’s orphanage. 
On Jan. 2, the breakfast of tea, 
bread and eggs was cut short by 
an hour.

“As long as you did it to 
one of these, my least brethren, 
you did it to me,” said Razia, a 
beneficiary of the Missionaries 
of Charity, as she waited for 
the nuns to give her the weekly 
provisions. She lives with her 
two sick children across the road 
from the motherhouse and says 
she visits the tomb of St. Teresa 
and prays for the “difficult times 
to pass.”

Abdul Razzak, a 45-year-old 
beggar, stays put outside the 
motherhouse curled in his rags. 
He has been staying there since 
Christmas in hopes of getting 
his share of food and medicine. 
A few others like him sit along 
with him to receive their sub-
sidy from the nuns. Since the 
pandemic began, they received 

their daily meal from the moth-
erhouse, but now, “Sisters told 
us that we might not be able to 
collect the food any longer,” said 
the sick man.

The Indian Home Ministry 
has not approved the Foreign 
Contribution Regulation Act 
license of the Missionaries of 
Charity on the grounds of some 
“adverse reports.” However, 
the nuns do not express their 
disappointment with the central 
government’s action and con-
tinue the routine of prayers and 
service.

A spokeswoman for the order 
said the nuns are looking into 
the lack of FCRA approval and 
will appeal the ruling.

But the uncertainty hanging 
on the fate of foreign donations 

has started showing in the orga-
nization’s everyday operations.

Sister Dominic Mary, a mem-
ber of the Missionaries of Charity 
from neighboring Orissa state, 
told Catholic News Service that, 
“The state government of Orissa 
has confirmed that their supplies 
will keep going in these difficult 
times. ... If other state govern-
ments also support us, maybe 
this phase will pass.”

Every Friday, Chotu, 5, 
Abdulla, 7, Sashi, 6, Gulnaaz, 
8, all living by the street with 
their mother, collect food from 
the Shishu Bhavan. Their father 
is blind and lives in a makeshift 
wooden trolley, begging on the 
streets. In the winter, their only 
hopes of survival have been the 
Missionaries of Charity. They 

were expecting to receive the 
woolen blankets that did not 
arrive after Christmas.

“We might not get it this win-
ter,” said their mother, Rosy.

On Fridays and Sundays, the 
poor line up to get their share of 
essentials at the motherhouse. 
The nuns have told them now 
that it might get difficult for 
them in the coming days.

In India, about 6,000 nongov-
ernmental organizations — some 
as prominent as Oxfam — lost 
their FCRA licenses Jan. 1. When 
an FCRA license is canceled, the 
organization can appeal to the 
Home Ministry; with an appeal, 
the license remains valid for 180 
days. Permanent cancellation of 
the permit then follows.

John Dayal, human rights 
activist and author, said: “The 
FCRA curbs are just a way to 
restrict humanitarian organiza-
tions to work independently in 
India. It is a kind of continued 
violence that’s played on the 
streets by goons and by the 
government through regulations 
and misinformation against 
Christians.”

Muslims have suffered similar 
discrimination.

CNS photo/Saadia Azim
Children and their mother who live on the street wait outside the Missionaries of Charity motherhouse and orphanage in Kolkata, India, Jan. 2. Although the 
Indian Home Ministry has not approved the order’s Foreign Contribution Regulation Act, the nuns are hoping for some support from state governments.

BY SAADIA AZIM

“As long as you did it to one of 
these, my least brethren,  

you did it to me.”
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Public schedule of Bishop 
Kevin C. Rhoades 

Sunday, January 9: 4:30 p.m. — Sung Vespers beginning 
Sesquicentennial of Immaculate Conception Parish, Auburn.

Wednesday, January 12: 10:30 a.m. — Meeting of Priest 
Personnel Board, Sacred Heart Rectory, Warsaw

Friday, January 14: 9:30 a.m. — Mass and Pastoral Visit, Bishop 
Dwenger High School, Fort Wayne

he noted that Jesus taught the 
Beatitudes – and that by living 
in the way of the Beatitudes, “we 
can attract people through the 
witness of our love.”  

“Immediately after giving 
the Beatitudes, Jesus said to His 
disciples: ‘In the same way, your 
light must shine before men so 
that they may see goodness in 
your deeds and give praise to 
your heavenly Father.’” 

He explained, “We attract 
people to the light by our love. 
Our light, the light of the Church, 
is not ourselves. We shouldn’t 
think that we are to shine with 
our own light. St. Ambrose 
expresses this reality well by pre-
senting the moon as a metaphor 
for the Church.” 

The moon, according to St. 
Ambrose, “shines not with her 
own light, but with the light of 
Christ. She draws her brightness 
from the Sun of Justice, and so 
she can say (with St. Paul), ‘It is 
no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me.’”

The bishop concluded by 
encouraging the congregation to 
follow the right stars, the “little 
stars in whom shine forth the 
true light of Christ and his love. 

These stars are the saints, the 
greatest of whom we celebrated 
yesterday: Mary, the Mother of 
God. With their help, we won’t 
fall into the darkness.” 

“In this New Year, may the 
Blessed Virgin Mary help us to be 
missionary disciples, little stars 
that mirror the light of Christ,” 
he asked. “May she intercede for 
us that we may have the humil-
ity, the wisdom and courage of 
the Magi.”

Inserted into the liturgy 
this year, cantor Susan Berger 
proclaimed the dates of all the 
movable feasts in 2022, includ-
ing Easter and Pentecost. Bishop 
Rhoades called special attention 
to June 19, the feast of Corpus 
Christi. In the United States, the 
feast will mark the beginning of 
the three-year eucharistic revival 
announced in the fall by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

On the feast day, Bishop 
Rhoades will lead a diocesan 
procession of the holy Eucharist 
that brings together the entire 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend in one location, Warsaw. 
Details of the procession will be 
shared this spring.

EPIPHANY, from page 1

Lisa Everett
St. Matthew Cathedral School students dressed as the Magi bring forward 
gifts at the start of an Epiphany Mass celebrated by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
at St. Matthew Cathedral Jan. 2.

On New Year’s, pope says a mature 
faith is realistic, but hope-filled

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As 
Catholics begin a new year con-
templating the motherhood of 
Mary, they should be inspired 
not to let problems weaken their 
faith or prevent them from help-
ing others grow, Pope Francis 
said.

“In her heart, in her prayer,” 
he said, Mary “binds together the 
beautiful things and the unpleas-
ant things,” and learns to discern 
God’s plan in them.

Pope Francis celebrated Mass 
Jan. 1, the feast of Mary, Mother 
of God, and World Peace Day, 
in St. Peter’s Basilica and then 
led the recitation of the Angelus 
prayer in St. Peter’s Square with 
thousands of people, including 
dozens who held signs with the 
names of countries at war.

In his homily at the Mass, 
Pope Francis pleaded for an end 
to violence against women.

“Enough,” he said. “To hurt 
a woman is to insult God, who 
from a woman took on our 
humanity.”

And, in his Angelus address, 
Pope Francis insisted peace is 
a gift from God that requires 
human action.

“We can truly build peace only 
if we have peace in our hearts, 
only if we receive it from the 
prince of peace,” he said. “But 
peace is also our commitment: 
it asks us to take the first step, 
it demands concrete actions. 
It is built by being attentive to 
the least, by promoting justice, 
with the courage to forgive, thus 
extinguishing the fire of hatred.”

Peace also requires “a positive 
outlook as well, one that always 
sees, in the Church as well as in 
society, not the evil that divides 
us, but the good that unites us,” 
the pope said. “Getting depressed 
or complaining is useless. We 
need to roll up our sleeves to 
build peace.”

Pope Francis said he could not 
look at Mary holding the baby 
Jesus in her arms without think-
ing of “young mothers and their 
children fleeing wars and famine 
or waiting in refugee camps. And 
there are many of them.”

“Contemplating Mary who 
lays Jesus in the manger, making 
Him available to everyone, let’s 
remember that the world can 
change, and everyone’s life can 
improve only if we make our-
selves available to others, with-
out expecting them to begin,” 
he said. “If we become artisans 
of fraternity, we will be able to 
mend the threads of a world torn 
apart by war and violence.”

In his homily earlier at the 
Mass, Pope Francis asked people 
to consider what it must have 
been like for Mary, who had been 
told by the angel that her son 
would be great, to give birth in 
an animals’ stall and to lay her 
baby in a manger instead of a 

cradle.
“His poverty is good news 

for everyone, especially the mar-
ginalized, the rejected and those 
who do not count in the eyes of 
the world,” the pope said. “For 
that is how God comes: not on 
a fast track and lacking even a 
cradle! That is what is beautiful 
about seeing him there, laid in a 
manger.”

But for Mary, a mother, it 
must have been painful to see 
her son in such poverty, the pope 
said.

Pope Francis contrasted the 
amazement and enthusiasm of 
the shepherds with the quiet, 
pensive reaction of Mary.

“The shepherds tell everyone 
about what they had seen,” 
he said. “The story told by the 
shepherds, and their own amaze-
ment, remind us of the begin-
nings of faith, when everything 
seems easy and straightforward.”

“Mary’s pensiveness, on the 
other hand, is the expression of 
a mature, adult faith,” he said. 
Hers is “not a newborn faith, but 
a faith that now gives birth. For 
spiritual fruitfulness is born of 
trials and testing.”

Mary “gives God to the world” 
in a dark stable in Bethlehem, he 
said. “Others, before the scandal 
of the manger, might feel deeply 
troubled. She does not: she keeps 
those things, pondering them in 
her heart.”

And through faith, he said, 
“in her mother’s heart, Mary 

comes to realize that the glory of 
the Most High appears in humil-
ity; she welcomes the plan of 
salvation whereby God must lie 
in a manger. She sees the divine 
child frail and shivering, and 
she accepts the wondrous divine 
interplay between grandeur and 
littleness.”

Mary, like most mothers, 
knew how “to hold together 
the various threads of life,” the 
glorious and the worrisome, the 
pope said. “We need such people, 
capable of weaving the threads 
of communion in place of the 
barbed wire of conflict and divi-
sion.”

Departing from his prepared 
text, Pope Francis said the 
Church itself is “mother and 
woman,” and while women 
could and should have greater 
positions in the Church, they 
are “secondary” to the role all 
Catholic women have of giving 
life, including figuratively, and in 
combining “dreams and aspira-
tions with concrete reality, with-
out drifting into abstraction and 
sterile pragmatism.”

“At the beginning of the New 
Year,” he said, “let us place our-
selves under the protection of 
this woman, the mother of God, 
who is also our mother. May 
she help us to keep and ponder 
all things, unafraid of trials and 
with the joyful certainty that the 
Lord is faithful and can trans-
form every cross into a resurrec-
tion.”

BY CINDY WOODEN

CNS photo/Romano Siciliani, pool
Pope Francis venerates a figurine of the baby Jesus at the start of Mass mark-
ing the feast of Mary, Mother of God, in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican Jan. 
1. In the foreground is a young person dressed as one of the Magi. 
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Report abuse
It remains important for our 

Church to protect children and 
young persons from the evils 
of abuse. The Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend remains 
committed to upholding and 
following its guidelines, poli-
cies and procedures that were 
implemented for the protection 
of children and young people. 
These can be reviewed on the 
diocese’s website, www.dio-
cesefwsb.org, under “Youth 
Protection.”

If you have reason to believe 
that a minor may be a vic-
tim of child abuse or neglect, 
Indiana law requires that you 
report this to civil authori-
ties. If you or someone you 
know was abused as a child 
or young person by an adult, 
you are encouraged to notify 
appropriate civil authorities 
of that abuse. In addition, if 
the alleged abuser is or was a 
priest or deacon of the Catholic 
Church, you are encouraged to 
contact Mary Glowaski, victim 
assistance coordinator, at (260) 
399-1458 or mglowaski@
diocesefwsb.org: or Very Rev. 
Mark Gurtner, vicar general 
of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend, at P.O. Box 390, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46801; at 
(260) 399-1419; or at  
mgurtner@diocesefwsb.org. 
The diocese is committed to 
helping prevent the abuse or 
neglect of children and young 
people and to assist those who 
have suffered harm as a result 
of such abuse.

Denuncie los abusos
Es importante para nuestra 

Iglesia proteger a los niños y 
jóvenes adultos de los actos 
malvados como el abuso. 
La Diócesis de Fort Wayne-
South Bend se compromete a 
mantener y seguir las reglas, 
políticas y procedimientos que 
fueron implementados para la 
protección de niños y personas 
jóvenes. Estos pueden leerse 
en la página web de la dióce-
sis, www.diocesefwsb.org bajo 
la sección de “Protección de 
Jóvenes” (“Youth Protection”).

Si usted tiene motivo de 
creer que un menor es víctima 
de abuso o negligencia, la ley 
de Indiana requiere que usted 
reporte esto a las autoridades 
civiles. Si usted o alguien que 
usted conoce fue abusado, ya 
sea niño o persona joven, por 
un adulto, le recomendamos 
que notifique a las autoridades 
civiles apropiadas. También, 
si el alegado abusador es o 
fue un sacerdote o diácono 
de la Iglesia Católica, se le 
insta comunicarse con Mary 
Glowaski, coordinadora de 
asistencia de víctimas, al (260) 

399-1458 o mglowaski@dioce-
sefwsb.org: o con el Presbítero 
Mark Gurtner, vicario general 
de la Diócesis de Fort Wayne-
South Bend, al P.O. Box 390, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46801; 
al (260) 399-1419; o al mgurt-
ner@diocesefwsb.org. La dióce-
sis se compromete a ayudar a 
prevenir el abuso o negligencia 
de niños y personas jóvenes y 
ayudar a aquellos que han suf-
rido daño como el resultado de 
tal abuso.

Báo cáo Lạm 
dụng  Tình dục.

 Nếu bạn có suy luận cho 
rằng một đứa trẻ nào đó có 
lẽ là một nạn nhân đã bị lạm 
dụng hoặc bị bỏ bê,  Pháp 
luật Indiana yêu cầu bạn báo 
cáo cho chính quyền dân sự. 
Nếu bạn hay người nào đó bị 
lạm dụng với tư cách một đứa 
trẻ hoặc thanh thiếu niên do 
người lớn, bạn được động viên 
đặc biệt thông báo cho chính 
quyền dân sự về việc lạm dụng 
này. Ngoài ra, nếu kẻ bạo hành 
bị cáo buộc  là một linh mục 
hay phó tế của Giáo hội Công 
giáo, xin vui lòng liên hệ:

 Mary Glowaski,  Trưởng ban 
hỗ trợ nạn nhân.(260) 399-1458

email: mglowaski@diocesef-
wsb.org

 Hoặc Very Rev. Mark 
Gurtner, Cha Tổng Đại Diện. 
(260) 399-1419     

 Email: mgurtner@diocesef-
wsb.org

 Giáo Phận Fort Wayne_ 
South Benth

Attn:  Hỗ trợ nạn nhân
PO Box 390 
Fort Wayne, IN  46801
Giáo phận Fort Wayne-South 

Bend cam kết bảo vệ trẻ em 
và thanh thiếu niên từ các tệ 
nạn lạm dụng và hỗ trợ những 
người kêu nài đã bị thiệt hại 
do hậu quả bị lạm dụng. Lạm 
dụng một đứa trẻ là một tội lỗi. 
Chúng tôi cam kết lắng nghe, 
hỗ trợ, điều tra cùng thực hiện  
theo các chính sách và thủ tục 
như đã ban hành của Toà Giám 
Mục.

မတရားက်င့္က်န္ ႏိွပ္
ဆက္ညွဥ္းပန္းျခင္း 
တုုိင္ၾကားရန္
ကေလးသူငယ္မ်ားနွင့္ လူငယ္

မ်ားကုုိ မတရားက်င့္က်န ္ႏိွပ္ဆက္ညွ
င္းပန္းျခင္းျဖစ္တ့ဲ မေကာင္းဆုုိး၀ါးရ
န္မ်ားမွကာကြယ္ ေပးဖုုိ႕သည္ က်ြႏ္ုု
ပ္တုုိ႕ အသင္းေတာ္အတြက္အေ
ရးၾကီးေသာ
အရာျဖစ္သည္။ အသင္းေတာ္ 

ဂုုိဏ္းအုုပ္သာသနာနယ္ပယ္ျဖစ္
တ့ဲ ဖုုိ႕၀ိန္း- South Bend ဟာ ကေ
လးသူငယ္ ႏွင့္ လူငယ္မ်ားကုုိကာကြ
ယ္ေစာင့္ေရွာက္ဖိုု႕ အတြက္ အေ
ကာင္အထည္ေဖာ္နုုိင္ေအာင္ ခ်မွတ္
ထားသည့္ လမ္းညႊန္ နည္းလမ္း
မ်ားႏွင့္ မူ၀ါဒမ်ားကုုိ 

လုုိက္နာ က်င့္သုုံး ထိမ္းသိမ္းေ
ဆာက္တည္ေနပါသည္။ ထုုိုုိအရာ
မ်ားကုုိ အသင္းေတာ္ ဂုုိဏ္းအုုပ္စာ
မ်က္ႏွာျဖစ္တ့ဲ www.diocesefwsb.
org က “လူငယ္မ်ား ကာကြယ္ေ
စာင့္ေရွာက္ေပးေရး” ဆုုိတ့ဲ ေနရာ
မွာ ျပန္လည္ဆန္းစစ္ ၾကည့္ရဳွနုုိင္
ပါသည္။
သင့္အေနႏွင့္ အရြယ္မေရာက္ေ

သးေသာ ကေလးသူငယ္မွာ ႏိွပ္ဆ
က္ညွဥ္းပန္းခံေနရသည္ သုုိ႕မဟုု
တ္ လစ္လဴွ်ရဳွ ပစ္ထားခံထားရသည္
လုုိ႕ ယုုံၾကည္ သုုံးသပ္ရလွ်င္ အင္
ဒီယားနားျပည္နယ္ရဲ႕  ဥပေဒအရ 
ထုုိကိစၥကုုိ တာ၀န္ရိွသူမ်ားထံသုုိ႕ 
အသိေပးအေၾကာင္းၾကားရပါ
မည္။ အကယ္၍ သင္ သုုိ႕မဟုုတ္ 
သင္သိတ့ဲသူ တစ္ေယာက္ေယာက္
မွာ ကေလးဘ၀တုုန္းက သုုိ႕မဟုု
တ္ လူငယ္အရြယ္ထဲက လူၾကီး
တဦး၏ နိွပ္ဆက္ညွဥ္းပန္းျခင္းကုုိ
ခံခ့ဲရသည္ ရိွေသာ္ သင့္ေလ်ာ္ေသာ 
တာ၀န္ရိွသူထံသုုိ႕ ထုုိနိွပ္ဆက္ညွ
ဥ္းပန္းမႈနွင့္ပက္သက္ျပီး
အၾကာင္းၾကားရန္ သင့္

အားတုုိက္တြန္းလုုိပါသည္။ ။  ျဖ
ည့္စြက္ျပီးေတာ့လည္း ေျပာလုုိသ
ည္မွာ
အကယ္၍ ထုုိသုုိ႕ နိွပ္စက္ညွ

ဥ္းပန္းခ့ဲသူသည္ လက္ရိွ သုုိ႕ မဟုု
တ္ ယခင္က ကတ္သလစ္ ဘုုရားေ
က်ာင္း၏ ဘုုန္းေတာ္ၾကီး သုုိ႕မ
ဟုုတ္ ေက်ာင္းသင္းေထာက္၀တ္ျ
ပဳဆရာျဖစ္ခ့ဲပါက၊ ျပဳလုုပ္ခံရသည့္ 
သူမ်ားကုုိ
ကူညီေထာက္ပ့ံ ေဆာင္ရြက္ေ

ပးသူျဖစ္တ့ဲ Mary Glowaski ကုုိ 
(၂၆၀) ၃၉ ၉ -၁၄၅၈ သုုိ႕မဟုတ္ 
mglowwaski@diocesfwsb.org ၊ 
ဒါမွမဟုုတ္ အသင္းေတာ္ ဂုုိဏ္းအုု
ပ္သာသနာနယ္ပယ္ျဖစ္တ့ဲ ဖုုိ႕၀ိ
န္း- South Bend ရဲ႕ အသင္းေတာ္
ဘုုန္းၾကီးျဖစ္တ့ဲ

Mark Gurtner ကုုိ လိပ္စာအ
မွတ္ P.O. Box 390, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, 46801 ၊ ဖုုန္းနံပါတ္ 
(၂၆၀) ၃၉ ၉ -၁၄၁၉ ၊ သုုိ႕ မဟုု
တ္ mgurtner@diocesefwsb.org 
သုုိ႕ဆက္သြယ္ျပီး အေၾကာ
င္းၾကားရန္
သင့္အားတုုိက္တြန္းပါသည္။ 

အသင္းေတာ္ဂုုိဏ္းအုုပ္သာသနာန
ယ္ပယ္သည္ ကေလးသူငယ္မ်ားႏွင့္ 
လူငယ္မ်ားကုုိ 
ႏိွပ္ဆက္ညွဥ္းပန္းျခင္း သုုိ႕မဟုု

တ္ လစ္လဳွ်ရဳွပစ္ထားခံရျခင္းမ်ား
တုုိ႕ကုုိ ကာကြယ္တားဆီးျခင္းႏွင့္
အတူ
ထုိသုုိ႕  ႏိွပ္ဆက္ခံရျခင္း၏ အ

ကဳိ်းဆက္အရ ထိခုုိက္နစ္နာမႈမ်ား 
ခံစားရသည့္
လူမ်ားကုုိလည္း ကူညီေပးသြား

မည္ဟုုအာမခံပါသည္။

Report abuse
Catholics hold funeral after 
Myanmar massacre; attacks 
continue

Kentucky parishioners ride out 
tornado praying the rosary

YANGON, Myanmar (CNS) — For 
Christians in Chin and Kayah 
states, there were no Christmas 
and New Year celebrations due 
to fighting. They have borne the 
brunt of a decades-old civil war 
and faced oppression and perse-
cution at the hands of the mili-
tary, reported ucanews.com.

On Dec. 29, Catholics in 
Kayah’s Hpruso Township held 
a funeral for 35 civilians — all 
Catholic — killed by troops and 
their bodies set on fire Christmas 
Eve in Mo So village. Ucanews.
com reported local sources said 
the funeral was led by catechists, 
because the military would not 
allow a local priest to officiate.

The killings shocked the world 
and drew swift condemnation 
from Cardinal Charles Bo, who 
called it a “heartbreaking and 
horrific atrocity.”

“The fact that the bodies of 
those killed, burned and muti-
lated were found on Christmas 
Day makes this appalling trag-
edy even more poignant and 
sickening. As much of the world 
celebrated the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the people of Mo So 
village suffered the terrible shock 
and grief of an outrageous act of 
inhumanity,” he said.

Cardinal Bo, president of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
Myanmar, urged the military “to 
stop bombing and shelling inno-
cent people, to stop destroying 

homes and churches, schools and 
clinics” and to begin “a dialogue 
with the democracy movement 
and ethnic armed groups.”

The cardinal was criticized 
for meeting Myanmar’s military 
chief, Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, and 
cutting a cake with him Dec. 23 
to mark Christmas at the arch-
bishop’s house in Yangon.

Within hours of the Dec. 
23 meeting, the military junta 
launched airstrikes, forcing 
thousands of people to flee 
their homes into neighboring 
Thailand.

Ignoring repeated appeals by 
the world and religious lead-
ers, including Pope Francis, 
Myanmar’s military regime has 
continued attacking villages and 
ethnic areas where armed resis-
tance has been the strongest.

On Dec. 30, the Assembly of 
God church and another belong-
ing to the Association of Baptist 
Churches in the deserted town 
of Thantlang were burned by 
soldiers, according to the Chin 
Human Rights Organization.

The conflict-ravaged town 
has seen five churches and more 
than 450 houses damaged by fire 
so far. Across Chin state, some 
22 churches and 350 civilian 
homes were burned or destroyed 
by the military between August 
and November, said the human 
rights organization.

(CNS) — Jenny and Bill Rush and 
other parishioners at Sts. Peter 
and Paul Church In Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky, were nearly finished 
praying the rosary after an early 
morning Mass on New Year’s 
Day when an isolated tornado 
shook the church, much to their 
surprise.

As the storm roared, the group 
prayed all the louder, Jenny told 
Catholic News Service Jan. 3.

“We kept praying even though 
the lights were flickering,” she 
said. “It was exhilarating and 
terrifying, but at the same token 
it was spiritually uplifting to real-
ize that even as we were praying 
the ‘Memorare’ she (Mary) was 
holding us. I honestly believe she 
was holding us.”

Bill watched what parish-
ioners describe as the “great 
window,” expecting it to break 
“because the storm was so loud.” 
It survived intact.

The storm passed in minutes. 
Except for a downed tree, a few 
missing shingles and minor 

water damage to another build-
ing, the church escaped serious 
harm, Father Richard Meredith, 
pastor, said in an email.

He described the storm as 
“roaring like a freight train 
and the church booming like a 
drum.”

“Lights went out and it passed 
in under two minutes,” the priest 
wrote, adding that the cleanup in 
the downtown area and the east 
side of the city of 31,000 where 
the storm struck was continuing. 
No injuries were reported.

Nearby homes and businesses, 
including Mount Olivet Baptist 
Church, along the storm’s mile-
long path, sustained extensive 
damage, local officials reported.

National Weather Service 
meteorologists toured the storm’s 
path to survey damage with 
Randy Graham, Christian County 
emergency management direc-
tor afterward. Meteorologist 
Christine Wielgos told WHOP 
Radio that based on the damage, 
the twister generated maximum 
winds of 115 miles an hour and 
stayed on the ground for about 
a mile.

BY DENNIS SADOWSKI
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For more information about how to 
include the Catholic church in your will or 

estate plan, contact Mike Shade at (260) 
949-2441 or mshade@ccfnei.org

ICC ready to add voice to issues, legislation at General Assembly 

As lawmakers returned 
to the Statehouse in 
Indianapolis this week to 

begin a new legislative session, 
the Indiana Catholic Conference 
stood ready to speak on the key 
issues of the day, always stand-
ing in solidarity with the most 
vulnerable. 

The 123rd Indiana General 
Assembly opened for business 
Tuesday, Jan. 4, for a short, 
non-budget-year session that 
is expected to wrap up by mid-
March. State lawmakers will 
introduce and debate a flurry 
of bills on a wide range of top-
ics. And as it has for the past 
55 years, the ICC will weigh in 
on important legislation while 
engaging as many Catholics as 
possible in the process.

“The ICC is the public policy 
voice for the Catholic Church 
in the state of Indiana,” said 
Angela Espada, the sixth and 
current executive director of the 
ICC. “Simply put, we advocate 
either for or against proposed 
legislation in line with the long 
and rich history of Catholic social 
teaching.”

Espada explained that pro-
moting the common good and 
protecting the most vulnerable 
members of society form the 
basis for the Church’s engage-
ment in the public arena. 

“If you look at the issues that 
politics hits on, much of it has to 
do with immigration, education, 
whether or not to have a social 
safety net and how far that net 
expands, and respect for life,” 
Espada said. “All of these are 
issues that the Church has expe-
rience in and has either advo-
cated for or against in some form 
since its beginning — certainly 
long before there were lobbyists 
and massive political agendas.” 

Protecting human life from 
conception to natural death 
remains the most pressing of the 
Church’s priorities — and, there-
fore, the ICC’s. Abortion is at the 
forefront of the national debate 
again, as the Supreme Court has 
recently considered pro-life leg-
islation in Texas and Mississippi 
that has been challenged by 
abortion advocates.  

Indiana Speaker of the House 
Todd Huston (R-Fishers) stated 
during his recent Organization 
Day speech for the state legis-
lature that Indiana is following 

developments at the Supreme 
Court. 

“In Indiana, we have a strong 
history of standing up for the 
rights of the unborn, and we’ll 
continue to build on our pro-life 
efforts this session,” Huston 
said. 

Throughout its history, the 
ICC has supported pro-life initia-
tives brought before the General 
Assembly, Espada said. That 
includes standing up for the 
unborn while opposing the death 
penalty and assisted suicide. Pro-
life efforts can take a variety of 
forms, she emphasized, pointing 
to recent efforts by the legisla-
ture to increase accommodations 
for pregnant women in the work-
place — from longer and more 
frequent breaks to temporary 
transfers to less strenuous or 
hazardous environments.  

“The legislation that passed 
last year did not go far enough, 
and we’d like to see something 
better this year for expectant 
moms,” Espada said. 

With COVID-19 cases once 
again on the rise, efforts to 
stem the pandemic are likely 
to dominate conversations at 
the Statehouse during the 2022 
session, according to Alexander 
Mingus, associate director of the 
ICC. 

“We anticipate lots of discus-
sion around COVID response, 
especially concerning vaccines 
and exemptions,” Mingus said. 
Espada added that the ICC will 
be particularly interested in the 
debate as it concerns religious 
freedom and liberty. 

With inflation rising sharply 
nationwide, Espada and Mingus 
expressed hope that a long-
overdue update of the Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families 
program would finally pass the 
state legislature. TANF is a fed-
eral government program that 
provides grants to the states 
for distribution to families in 
dire economic circumstances. 
Because of outdated state 
guidelines, the $288 maximum 
monthly cash payment for a 
family of three in deep poverty 
has not been adjusted for infla-
tion since 1988. 

Much to the dismay of the 

ICC and other advocates for the 
poor, proposed legislation to 
update TANF has been passed 
over in recent legislative ses-
sions. 

“Even though TANF money 
flows to the states from the 
federal government and is read-
ily available, Indiana has not 
offered an increase in monthly 
payments for the neediest of 
the needy in more than three 
decades,” Espada said. “With 
COVID continuing to devastate 
our economy and inflation on the 
rise, we need these changes more 
urgently than ever.” 

She and Mingus call on the 
Catholic faithful for their prayers 
during the 2022 legislative ses-
sion — as well as their active 
engagement. They encourage 
everyone to visit the ICC website, 
www.indianacc.org, which offers 
access to I-CAN, the Indiana 
Catholic Action Network. Those 
who sign up for I-CAN receive 
action alerts on important legis-
lation and ways to contact their 

elected representatives. 
“This is the best way for 

everyone to stay engaged with 
us throughout the legislative 
session and all year long,” said 
Mingus, who was instrumental 
in recently revamping the ICC 
website and introducing the 
weekly podcast that he and 
Espada host during the General 
Assembly. “If anyone has fam-
ily members, friends and fellow 
parishioners who aren’t aware of 
the ICC, we ask that they encour-
age them to sign up for I-CAN 
and stay up to date through our 
podcast and other resources. 

“We need everyone’s help to 
spread the word that we exist, 
and ultimately to support our 
work on behalf of the Church.” 
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Even when rejected, 
God seeks out His  
children, pope says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Christians 
can rest assured that even 
when they feel unworthy, God 
is a good shepherd who goes 
in search of them, Pope Francis 
said. Speaking to pilgrims gath-
ered in St. Peter’s Square Jan. 2 
for his Sunday Angelus address, 
the pope said God persists with 
His children “because He does not 
resign Himself to the fact that we 
can go astray by going far from 
Him, far from eternity, far from 
the light. This is God’s work: to 
come among us,” the pope said. 
“If we consider ourselves unwor-
thy, that does not stop Him: He 
comes. If we reject Him, He does 
not tire of seeking us out. If 
we are not ready and willing to 
receive Him, He prefers to come 
anyway. And if we close the door 
in His face, He waits.” Reflecting 
on the prologue of the Gospel 
of St. John, in which the apostle 
proclaims that “the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us,” the 
pope said the phrase contains a 
paradox in that “the Word is eter-
nal” while “the flesh” is “fragile, 
limited and mortal.” The “polari-
ties,” he said, explain “God’s way 
of acting. Faced with our frailties, 
the Lord does not withdraw.”

Vatican pays tribute 
to 22 church workers 
murdered in 2021
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In situ-
ations of extreme poverty, war 
or civil tensions, 22 Catholic 
church workers were murdered 
in 2021, according to Fides, the 
news agency of the Congregation 
for the Evangelization of Peoples. 
Presenting its annual list of 
missionaries killed during the 
year Dec. 30, the news agen-
cy explained, “We use the term 
‘missionary’ for all the baptized, 
aware that ‘in virtue of their 
baptism, all the members of the 
People of God have become mis-
sionary disciples.’” None of the 
13 priests, one religious brother, 
two religious sisters and six lay-
people “carried out striking feats 
or actions,” Fides said, but they 
gave witness to their faith “in 
impoverished, degraded social 
contexts, where violence is the 
rule of life, the authority of the 
state was lacking or weakened 
by corruption and compromises 
and in the total lack of respect for 
life and for every human right.” 
“From Africa to America, from 
Asia to Europe, they shared daily 
life with their brothers and sis-
ters, with its risks and fears, its 
violence and its deprivations, 
bringing in the small daily ges-
tures Christian witness as a seed 
of hope,” Fides said. In publish-
ing the list, Fides said it was not 
looking only at Church workers 
killed in traditional mission terri-
tories and it was not proclaiming 
any of them as “martyrs” in the 
technical sense of having been 
killed out of hatred for their faith. 

While not included in the count, 
the Fides report also paid trib-
ute to the 35 “innocent civilians, 
all of whom were Catholic,” who 
died Dec. 24, reportedly at the 
hands of the Myanmar military 
in Mo So village in Kayah state 
as they were fleeing fighting in 
the area. The victims, including 
elderly women and children, were 
shot and then their bodies were 
burned.

Christians in Bethlehem 
on Christmas: Tell the 
world we have joy
BETHLEHEM, West Bank (CNS) 
— The normal crowds of pilgrims 
and tourists may not have been 
able to come to Bethlehem for 
Christmas due to COVID-19 trav-
el restrictions for a second year 
in a row, but local Palestinian 
Christians wanted to assure 
everyone that the Christmas spirit 
is still alive and well in the city 

of Jesus’ birth. “Tell the world 
that the one word for Christmas 
would be ‘joy,’ and we have that 
here. Tell them that Christmas is 
about family,” Francis Gedeon, 
75, said after Christmas Mass as 
his family posed for family photos 
in the courtyard of St. Catherine 
Church, adjacent to the Church 
of the Nativity. “We pray the 
pandemic will end soon.” “We are 
still happy to be able to celebrate 
Christmas despite everything, 
especially in Bethlehem,” agreed 
his son, Fadi. “Christmas is when 
family gets together, that is the 

most important thing,” chimed 
in Rawan, Gedeon’s daughter. 
“It has been a challenging year 
due to COVID, but we still have 
the spirit of Christmas and send 
prayers to the whole world. I love 
the Christmas feeling of peace, 
despite all the difficulties and 
restrictions.” She said that as the 
world continued to struggle with 
the pandemic, she felt especially 
blessed to be able to celebrate 
Christmas in Bethlehem.

Though problems 
abound, God-given hope 
never fails, pope says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Christian 
hope grants those who suf-
fer the assurance that God does 
not abandon His people in their 
time of need, Pope Francis said. 
“Problems do not vanish, difficul-
ties and worries are not lacking, 
but we are not alone; the Father 
‘sent forth His son’ to redeem 
us from the slavery of sin and to 
restore our dignity as children,” 
the pope said Dec. 31. To mark 
the end of 2021, Pope Francis 
took part in an evening prayer 
service in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
Surprisingly, however, the pope 
did not preside over the prayer 
service as scheduled; instead, the 
Vatican press office said, he want-
ed Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, 
dean of the College of Cardinals, 
to preside. Last year, Cardinal Re 
presided over the traditional end-
of-the-year prayer service after the 
Vatican announced Pope Francis 
would not attend due to a flare 
up of “painful sciatica.” Arriving 
several minutes before the liturgy 
began, the pope greeted Rome’s 
new mayor, Roberto Gualtieri, 
and shook his hand before taking 
a seat in a white chair set in front 
of several cardinals. The service 
included the singing of the “Te 
Deum” (“We praise you, oh God”) 
in thanksgiving for the blessings 
of the past year, as well as eucha-
ristic adoration and benediction.

Immigrants’ stories 
explored in book about 
sisters’ literacy center
AURORA, Ill. (CNS) — While look-
ing for a project so she could 
cross “write a book” off her bucket 
list, Anna Marie Kukec Tomczyk 
thought about her time as an 
associate with the Dominican 
Sisters of Springfield, Illinois and 
decided to focus on the sisters’ 
work in the Dominican Literacy 
Center with immigrants. The 
more women Tomczyk talked 
with, the more she learned about 
how their lives changed through 
their involvement with the cen-
ter located in Aurora. The book, 
“We Are Eagles,” was released last 
spring. Tomczyk sees the stories 
as belonging to the women. “A 
lot of these women bootstrapped 
their lives and set goals for them-
selves and did it — with the center 
helping, too, along the way,” she 
said. “It’s a women’s book (about) 
women’s issues. That’s how I 
hoped it would be perceived.”

News Briefs

CNS photo/courtesy Leslie Rowe

A statue of Mary is seen standing amid the rubble of a Louisville, Colo., home Dec. 31. 
Amid the smoldering ashes of his family’s recently remodeled Louisville, Colorado, home 
that was destroyed by a Dec. 30 wildfire, Tom Greany found hope in the symbol of his deep 
Catholic faith. He and his wife Kat had placed the statue outside their home, and it was left 
unscathed except for the soot that covered its right side. “Bricks appeared to have fallen all 
around her — some probably even hit her. But she didn’t even fall over,” Greany wrote in a 
reflection shared with Catholic News Service by a friend, who asked to remain unidentified. 
The Greanys were among hundreds of families who lost their homes in the wildfire driven 
by winds estimated to top 100 mph. In the Louisville neighborhood, 50 of 55 homes were 
destroyed.

Colorado family finds hope in Mary statue largely 
untouched by wildfire
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Around the diocese

Provided by Donna Brooke

The District Council of the Fort Wayne Society of St. Vincent de Paul came together for an 
annual Mass and breakfast Dec. 11 at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish. Volunteers for the 
society, who are called Vincentians, received Top Hat awards for their service. The awards 
were given out by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, who also celebrated the Mass. The organiza-
tion’s founder, Frédéric Ozanam, wore a top hat on his visits to those in need, and the Top 
Hat award commemorates his work. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society breakfast

Pastor honored with 
St. Brother Andre 
Medal
NOTRE DAME — One might say 
Father Jim Fenstermaker, CSC, 
pastor of Holy Cross Parish in 
South Bend, traveled back in time 
to receive an award not only hon-
oring his life as a priest, but also 
paying tribute to a beloved saint.

Father Fenstermaker recent-
ly headed back to Long Island, 
where he grew up, and specifi-
cally to Holy Cross High School 
in the New York City borough of 
Queens. He was a member of the 
Class of 1974. 

In mid-November, the 
school, which is operated by the 
Congregation of Holy Cross, as 
are other schools including the 
University of Notre Dame, invit-
ed Father Fenstermaker back for 
the bestowal of the St. Brother 
Andre Medal. The medal is award-
ed annually to “individuals who 
have exemplified the virtues of 
humility and service and have 
made, over many years, an endur-
ing contribution to the mission of 
Holy Cross High School in making 
God known, loved, and served.”

The medal is named for 
Brother Andre Bessette, CSC, 
(1845-1937) who was canonized 
a saint in 2010. Brother Andre 
is known for his modest living 
as a doorkeeper and a deep faith 
in St. Joseph, whose intercession 
allowed him to perform many 
reported miracles for the poor 
and ill.

Father Fenstermaker accepted 
the medal as part of the high 
school’s awards gala for alumni 
Nov. 13. He said his education 
at the school was the launching 
point for his discernment of a 
priestly vocation.

His life has led him to varied 
service through the Congregation 
of Holy Cross, as a pastor in 
a Brooklyn parish plus other 
assignments “back east” and 
elsewhere. He served as vocations 
director for the Congregation. He 
returned to the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend in 2018.

Holy Cross High School’s fund-
raising event was planned to take 
place in its gym until Hurricane 
Ida passed through. When the 
event was moved to the Inn at New 
Hyde Park, Father Fenstermaker’s 
geographical and chronological 
trek was made complete. New 
Hyde Park was the town where 
he grew up: He graduated from 
a grammar school there that bore 
the name of his parish — Notre 
Dame.

Come meet a sister
ST. MARY-OF-THE-WOODS — 
The Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana, 
invite all single, Catholic women 
ages 18-42 to join Sister Jessica 
Vitente, SP, Jan. 7, and Sister 
Arrianne Whittaker, SP, Jan. 14 
for virtual mini-retreats dubbed 
“Hail Mary Full of Grace, Come 
Meet a Sister Face-to-Face.” Both 
events will take place from 6:30-
7:45 p.m. Eastern Standard Time.

Sister Jessica and Sister 

Arrianne will share stories about 
their lives and their journey to 
become Sisters of Providence. 
There will also be a question-and-
answer session.

Sisters of Providence Vocations 
director Sister Joni Luna, SP, 
said that during the congrega-
tion’s most recent Come and See 
Retreat, they conducted a survey 
with participants. The survey con-
cluded that those women wanted 
to meet more younger Sisters of 
Providence.

“Our goal in these two mini-
retreats is to introduce younger 
women in the congregation,” Sister 
Joni said. “We want to share that 
there are women still entering the 
congregation and we want them to 
share their vocation story.”

Sister Joni added that since the 
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the congregation has conducted 
many virtual events, which have 
been well received.

“COVID encouraged us to see 
the way we’re operating voca-
tions with new eyes,” Sister Joni 
said. “We got together and devel-
oped new ways to connect with 
women discerning religious life 
and because of that, we have met 
and connected with many talent-
ed women seeking more in life.”

The congregation will con-
tinue the series Feb. 11 with a 
virtual event with Sister Denise 
Wilkinson, SP, and another dis-
cernment event in March with 
Father Terry Johnson. Then, the 
congregation’s spring Come and 
See Retreat will take place in per-
son in April.

Register online for these or any 
of our upcoming events at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org or by con-
tacting Sister Joni at 361-500-
9505 or at jluna@spsmw.org.

Lady Pioneers win basketball championship

Provided by Lois Widner 

The Varsity Lady Pioneers of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School clinched the 2021 Hoopfest Championship at the University of 
St. Francis over Christmas break. Sponsored by the Queen of Angels athletic board, the Lady Pioneers won the title in games 
against St. John the Baptist School, New Haven; St. Peter Lutheran School, Fort Wayne; St. Jude School, Fort Wayne; and a 
double-elimination game against St. Peter Lutheran. The coaches, from left, were Chris Spoltman, Eric Hills and Jason Funk.
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A year of essential questions

Passing into  
eternal life
The parish of St. 
John the Evangelist 
in Goshen mourned 
the passing of beloved 
servant Deacon David 
Elchert in 2021. Two 

retired priests also gained eternal rest; Father 
John Pfister, a former vocations director for the 
diocese, and Father Phillip Widmann, whose 
interest in preserving history led to the found-
ing of Diocesan Museum. Following Father 
Widmann’s passing a new director, Kathy Imler, 
has presented several new exhibits at the muse-
um, including a current display of parish altars 
decorated with joy and beauty for Christmas. In 
addition, the Notre Dame community bowed its 
head in prayer over the November loss of Father 
David Link, a priest of the Diocese of Gary and a 
former dean of the Notre Dame Law School. 

Youths praise His 
name during  
outdoor worship
A diverse crowd of 
teens converged on 
Headwaters Park in Fort 
Wayne for two days 
of praise, prayer and 

adoration this past summer. Spanish-speaking 
young people and their families worshipped 
Friday, Aug.  27, at ¡Viva! Night of Praise, and 
hundreds of English-speaking youths convened 
in the same location the next day for a stateside 
World Youth Day gathering.

Worldwide conver-
sation opened
Pope Francis opened 
the Synod on Synodality 
in late September, and 
the theme of synodality 
will be the theme of the 
next Synod of Bishops 

in 2023: In preparation, people all over the world 
are being asked to be open to the Holy Spirit and 
thus discern toward deeper communion, fuller 
participation and greater openness to fulfilling 
their mission in the world. 

 On Oct. 17, the diocesan phase of the process 
began. According to Bishop Rhoades, the funda-
mental question being discussed is: “A synodal 
Church, in announcing the Gospel, ‘journeys 
together.’ How is this ‘journeying together’ hap-
pening today in your local Church? What steps 
does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow 
in our ‘journeying together’?”
 

Mass of Healing in 
Remembrance of 
the Miami Tribe
Acknowledging genera-
tions of pain caused by 
the forced removal of 
Miami Indians from the 

Northeast Indiana region to Kansas and then 
Oklahoma in 1846, Bishop Rhoades celebrated 
a Mass of Remembrance and Healing at the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception Oct. 2. 
“At this Mass, we say NO to what happened to 
the Miami peoples here in Fort Wayne 175 years 
ago,” he told the tribe members present. “We say 
YES to the encounter between peoples and cul-
tures that takes place with mutual respect, justice 
and love.” 

Afghan refugees 
As refugees from the 
Taliban takeover of 
Afghanistan were 
airlifted to countries 
around the world, 
Catholic Charities of 
Fort Wayne-South 

Bend was one of several Catholic Charities chap-
ters around the country who jumped to their 

feet and began making arrangements for some 
Afghanis to be resettled in the immediate area. 
By December, 75 individuals were making their 
homes between Fort Wayne and the surrounding 
communities and donations were pouring in.

Ordered to Christ 
and His Church
In April, Bishop 
Rhoades added the posi-
tion of vicar for clergy 
to the diocesan curia 
and appointed Father 
Matthew Coonan, pas-

tor of St. Therese Parish, to the responsibil-
ity. Ordinations took place in May, June and 
November with Deacons Brian Isenbarger 
and Mark Hellinger ordained to the diacon-
ate May 23 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Fort Wayne. Seven new priests, 
Father Paolo Degasperi, Father Daniel Koehl, 
Father Michael Ammer, Father Keeton 
Lockwood, Father Benjamin Landrigan, Father 
Augustine Onuoha and Father Logan Parrish 
were anointed June 5, as Bishop Rhoades put 
it, “to lead God’s people in love.” On Nov. 27, 
Deacons Isenbarger and Hellinger were joined 
in their vocations of service by LeeAllen Fortin, 
who with God’s providence will pledge his life to 
the Lord at the priestly ordination of all three in 
June.

A different kind of sacrificial commitment to 
Christ and His Church was celebrated Oct. 3 
when Anne Therese Stephens became the sec-
ond consecrated virgin in the diocese. At a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, she 
entered into a bridal union with Christ. Stephens 
continues her work in the Tribunal office of the 
diocese and additional ministries as requested by 
the bishop.
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Abortion laws. Vaccines. The centrality of the Eucharist. These and other storms of debate polarized Americans in 2021, but Catholics of the Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend found themselves with wise counsel as they sorted through the issues. Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, chairman of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops Committee on Doctrine, was instrumental in framing public conversation on several issues of public concern; closer to home and in 
the presence of his faithful, he led the diocese in prayer while sharing the truth of the Catholic faith. Many initiatives brought hope and clarity to the con-
versations, and as moments of joy punctuated life within the diocese and at its parishes, hope for a new year returned.

Indiana voucher 
program expansion
A significant expansion 
of the Indiana Choice 
Scholarship program 
allowed many more 
Hoosier families to 
afford Catholic educa-

tion. After the passing of critical legislation in 
April, eligibility for the vouchers rose to 300% of 
the Federal Free and Reduced Lunch program, 
and the tier system was eliminated — meaning 
the families of all qualifying students receive 
90% of the state tuition support for that child.

The year of St. 
Joseph  
A year dedicated to 
Joseph, of the house and 
lineage of Abraham and 
David and the spouse of 
Mary, was announced 
by Pope Francis to 

begin Dec. 8, 2020. Consecrations to St. Joseph 
flourished across the diocese and a pilgrimage 
from St. Joseph Parish, Mishawaka, to St. Joseph 
Parish, South Bend, attracted more than 400 of 
the faithful. Bishop Rhoades closed the year of 
the man he called a “model of holiness” Dec. 8 
in Mishawaka.

Vaccines
Bishop Rhoades reiter-
ated on a national stage 
that use of vaccinations 
to combat Covid-19 
was not only morally 
acceptable according to 
Church teaching, but 
an act of charity toward 

others. In late 2020, he and Archbishop Joseph 
F. Naumann, chairman of the Committee on 

Pro-Life Activities, had collaborated to issue a 
document “Moral Considerations Regarding 
the New COVID-19 Vaccines;” Bishop Rhoades 
further clarified in a statement that, in light of 
oral concerns that Johnson and Johnson’s vac-
cine was “was developed, tested and is produced 
with abortion-derived cell lines,” that “while 
we should continue to insist that pharmaceuti-
cal companies stop using abortion-derived cell 
lines, given the world-wide suffering that this 
pandemic is causing, we affirm again that being 
vaccinated can be an act of charity that serves 
the common good.”

The eucharistic 
question
The spring and fall gath-
erings of the USCCB 
made headlines over 
development of a docu-
ment concerning eucha-
ristic consistency. Many 

minds construed the discussion as a political one 
sparked by the second Catholic president in the 
history of the United States. It was actually about 
recognizing the Real Presence in the sacrament, 
however, and the implications of this truth.

The completed document was accepted by the 
bishops and issued as a statement in November. 
It focuses on a three-year plan for eucharistic 
revival that will emphasize 
the centrality of Christ’s 
body and blood in 
U.S. dioceses and 
parishes. The 
plan will begin 
this summer 
and cul-
minate in 
2024 with 
a National 
Eucharistic 
Congress in 
Indianapolis.
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Catholic special education ‘reimagined’

Educating a child is never 
the work of a single person; 
parents, teachers, adminis-

trators and so many others play 
a part in the lifelong learning 
process. Educating special needs 
children is no different. Catholic 
schools are not typically known 
for outstanding special educa-
tion programs, but joint efforts 
between the aforementioned 
people are looking to make great 
strides in special education with-
in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend.

Juanita Oberley has been 
involved in special education 
for more than 10 years, first as 
a teacher at St. Vincent de Paul 
School in Fort Wayne, then as 
special education coordinator 
at Bishop Dwenger. Now she 
molds future teachers in the 
field as an associate professor 
of education at the University 
of Saint Francis. Recently, she 
has become involved with the 
ministry Belonging, a group that 
is concerned with helping the 
Church reach out to those with 
disabilities and bring them into 
greater participation in all areas 
of Catholic life. A branch of the 
group has lately increased its 
focus on inclusion within the 
Catholic schools.

“I say this to people: there’s 
this misconception that special 
education doesn’t happen in 
Catholic schools – no, it’s rei-
magined,” Oberley emphasized. 
“Mass, sacraments, prayer 
services, the rosary – all those 
things are, in my mind, unique 
services. They’re services to get 
kids to heaven ... to teach them 
about their faith. That’s special 
education.”

Through the aid of Allison 
Sturm with the Ministry with 
Persons with Disabilities, 
members of the Belonging 
school group met with Dr. Joe 
Brettnacher, superintendent of 
Catholic schools, to find ways 
to provide more services for 
students with disabilities. In 
her role for the diocese, Sturm 
helps connect parents, teachers 
and principals with others who 
can help them find the answers 
they are seeking. She said that 
parents of special needs students 
“can ask me any question and 
I’m going to look into it.”

Out of that meeting came a 
push to move diocesan policy 
forward by updating documents 
and guidance and making it 
easier for parents to find services 
for their children. The first step 
in the process was a survey sent 
out to all Catholic schools to 
determine what services each 
one provides. Individual Catholic 
schools do not – and realisti-
cally should not, as Oberley 
argued –cover every need, which 
even individual public schools 
cannot. The overarching goal is 
to accommodate students with 
disabilities within the realm of 

Catholic education as much as 
possible.

Associate superintendent 
David Maugel has been placed in 
charge of the special education 
initiative, and two principals, 
both with backgrounds in special 
education, have been identified 
as administrative representa-
tives on either side of the dio-
cese. The diocese is also helping 
fund a study by the group ADAC 
to ensure that the schools are 
getting their Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
funds. Dr. Brettnacher has 
also created a Padlet electronic 
“binder” with special education 
resources.

Dr. Brettnacher knows that 
in the three years he has been 
superintendent, the diocese has 
not made the progress in this 
area that he would have liked, 
but by having Maugel in place 
to work toward this goal, he is 
confident that big changes are 
coming. The main thing, he said, 
is that, “we want parents to be 
informed about what our schools 
have to offer ... to be informed 
about our policies.” 

With 43 Catholic schools 
under the Catholic schools office, 
Maugel admits that reforming 
special education will be a “huge 
undertaking,” but he is hop-
ing to see improvements at the 
local level, “enhancing skills and 
knowledge and maybe slowly 
branching into other schools that 
maybe recognize the need for it 
and then being able to find ways 
to support them.”

One diocesan policy that 
many parents may not know 
about is that if their parish 
school does not offer services 
that a child needs and another 
school might be a better fit, fami-
lies can still get parishioner rates 
at that school. 

Special education in the 
Catholic schools is a com-

plicated field to navigate. 
Education plans often differ 
from those used in the public 
schools. There is no centraliza-
tion in the Catholic schools as 
there often is in public schools, 
but most complicated of all is 
learning the laws for funding 
services. Belonging and the 
Catholic schools office are work-
ing together to tap individual 
resources who understand the 
complex aspects of special educa-
tion and bring them together to 
spread awareness across schools 
and parishes in the diocese. They 
are also in the planning stages 
of working with autism centers 
on both sides of the diocese 
to better equip these students 
with everyday life skills for their 
future needs.

“It’s not easy work, but it’s 
very rewarding,” Oberley stated. 
She has a passion for help-
ing students with disabilities. 
This had not been her initial 
career path, having wanted to 

teach English at the high school 
level, but in her studies at the 
University of Saint Francis, 
where she earned her bachelor’s 
degree, the requirement at the 
time was a dual study in both 
general and special education. 
Her first job practically landed in 
her lap when St. Vincent called 
her about filling a position for a 
teacher on maternity leave. The 
job happened to be in special 
education. 

Named for an aunt that 
passed away as a toddler, and 
who happened to have Down 
syndrome, Oberley felt an imme-
diate connection with her special 
needs students. “Our choices 
have consequences, but I feel 
like you’re led to a choice if you 
just open your eyes and listen. 
I ended up here and never left,” 
she remarked.

Not only does she now teach 
others who will go on to work 
with children who have dis-
abilities, but she is an ardent 

advocate for the inclusion of stu-
dents of all abilities in Catholic 
classrooms to the greatest extent 
possible. She gave a presentation 
at Catholic Mission day on both 
sides of the diocese on the topic 
and sometimes receives calls or 
emails from other educators ask-
ing for advice about individual 
students and how to best meet 
their needs.

Oberley was amazed at the 
timing of the initiatives within 
the diocese and how it coincided 
with the Vatican’s launch of the 
#IamChurch campaign, which 
features people with disabili-
ties who actively participate in 
their faith. Both the launch of 
#IAmChurch and the Catholic 
schools meeting took place in 
early December. 

Part of the new plan is a dis-
abilities awareness curriculum 
that Oberley and a colleague are 
working on for schools to use, 
which will give individuals with 
disabilities an opportunity to 
visit schools and talk to students 
about their differences. This also 
opens conversations about how 
to respectfully treat people with 
disabilities. “These are people 
first and they happen to have 
a disability or they learn differ-
ently... they still have value, they 
still have dignity, they’re still cre-
ated in the image and likeness 
of God, so as long as we focus 
on those things, it’s fantastic,” 
Oberley said.

Educating people with dis-
abilities is more than a job for 
Oberley; it’s a vocation, as it 
should be for all who participate 
in special education. “It’s a call-
ing and you’re signing on to help 
get all these children to heaven, 
too. It’s a huge responsibility and 
a huge undertaking,” she said. 
“When I die and I’m trying to get 
into heaven, they’re going to say, 
‘Did you do everything you could 
to help your kid get to heaven?’ 
and I hope I can answer ‘yes.’”

The Belonging Catholic 
schools group does not only 
consist of educators, but also 
parents such as Sarah Olson. 
Olson helped bring a sensory-
friendly Mass to her home parish 
of St. Vincent de Paul in Fort 
Wayne and is “really excited to 
be part” of the movement toward 
inclusion in schools for students 
such as her son John, who has 
autism. Two of her other chil-
dren were born deaf and have 
cochlear implants, so she wants 
to support their Catholic educa-
tion and help pave the way for 
other deaf students. “They’re not 
the first and they won’t be the 
last, so let’s try to get this right 
for them, for all the kids.”

Maugel stated that: “I think 
Catholic schools are going to 
continue to be a very bright 
option for families.” And with 
parents and educators working 
together, special education in the 
Catholic schools will continue to 
grow and progress in the next 
few years.

BY JENNIFER BARTON

Photos by Jennifer Barton
At St. Vincent de Paul in Fort Wayne, special education teacher Amanda Arnold works with a student in her resource 
classroom. A collaboration between parents, educators and administrators headed by the Belonging ministry for 
people with disabilities is moving Catholic schools within the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend toward increasing 
educational programs for students with physical, emotional and intellectual disabilities.

Students with disabilities use physical tools to represent numbers in math-
ematics class. Resource paraprofessional Anne Delagrange helps students 
learn math facts as well as other skills at St. Vincent.
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‘It’s about God;’ evangelization abounds for layman

Steve Till has often won-
dered why God allowed him 
to remain away from the 

Catholic Church for so long – 40 
years, in fact. He stated that: “I 
come to realize that if it wasn’t 
for that part of my life, this part 
of my life wouldn’t be what it is 
today.” 

An encounter with the 
Eucharist brought Till to a deep, 
enduring love for the Blessed 
Sacrament and back into the 
arms of the Church. His love of 
the Eucharist continues to grow, 
and he greatly desires to wake 
other Catholics up to this incred-
ible blessing. He also aspires to 
bring as many people into the 
Church as possible, to experience 
this saving grace. In everyday 
places such as grocery stores, 
restaurants and hospitals, he 
finds opportunities to spread 
the Gospel message to those he 
meets. 

“I know what it’s like to be 
chasing your tail out here, trying 
to find something, not knowing 
what that something is. So many 
people have just been placed in 
my life... I can see it, it’s obvious 
to me, they’re looking for some-
thing,” Till emphasized. 

He knows what that some-
thing is – love. But not just any 
kind of love, the greatest love 
that can be found. Such people, 

he says, are “looking for the 
wrong kind of love in all the 
wrong places, when we should 
be looking for the kind of love 
that Jesus Christ brings into our 
lives.”

He spoke about a sermon 

he heard recently that affected 
the way he viewed his own life. 
It was about St. Jerome, who 
taught that one should always 
live in a manner that demon-
strates the glory of God rather 
than simply speaking of it. “We 

– me included — we don’t know 
how we affect people; how many 
people we affect,” he comment-
ed. “It’s insignificant to us, but 
that little-bitty thing actually had 
influence on somebody over here 
that you had no idea that that 
was going to be — for good or 
for bad. ... So I guess that’s the 
impetus, at least in my case, to 
try and live a little better life.”

Last year, Till shared the 
story of his return to the faith 
nearly 15 years ago with Today’s 
Catholic. Since then, he has been 
amazed by how many people 
God has placed in his path to 
evangelize. For him, evangeliza-
tion often starts out as simple 
conversations, such as the ones 
he had with the receptionist at 
a retirement home where he 
brought Communion to a resi-
dent on Saturday evenings. After 
seeing him come to the facility 
for three weeks in a row, the 
young woman finally became 
curious enough to ask him why 
he was there. Speaking about 
Jesus in the Eucharist came 
naturally to him, though to her 
“it’s like speaking a foreign lan-
guage.” 

Each time he returned, he 
answered more of her questions, 
sharing little snippets of the 
Catholic faith. Eventually, the 
patient he was visiting moved 
to another facility, but amaz-
ingly, another Catholic came to 
the same home and requested 

Communion, so Till gained 
another opportunity to speak to 
the receptionist again. Whether 
or not the young woman 
becomes Catholic is out of Till’s 
hands, but he feels confident 
that he at least planted the seeds 
that may lead to her conversion.

The Holy Spirit has certainly 
been working through Till. 
Another time, he planned to take 
Communion to someone in the 
hospital with a bowel blockage, 
but she could not eat anything. 
After praying on her behalf, he 
received word late on a Saturday 
night that he could give her 
Communion the next day for the 
last time.

“It’s not about people, it’s 
about God,” Till said, “and our 
relationship, my relationship 
with God.”

Till is a parishioner at Most 
Precious Blood Parish in Fort 
Wayne, but calls the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception his 
“second home.” Few Sunday eve-
nings pass without his presence 
at Mass, and he often fills the 
role of altar server there, some-
times serving for the bishop.

Also a substitute adorer at St. 
Vincent de Paul’s new adoration 
chapel, Till has been known to 
take additional prayer hours in 
which he sits in silence, asking 
God to use him as He will. He 

BY JENNIFER BARTON

Jennifer Barton
Since returning to the Church years ago, there is little that gives Steve Till 
greater joy than being close to God and bringing others into communion 
with the Catholic Church. He does this by aiding at his home parish of Most 
Precious Blood and the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception and actively 
seeking ways to evangelize others.
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Feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord 
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

The feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord is very important 
to the Church’s mission of 

bringing us to Christ. It reveals 
both the identity of the Lord and 
begins the Gospel’s revelation of 
the Lord’s work of salvation.

Jesus was baptized in the 
Jordan River by John the Baptist. 
The three synoptic Gospels, 
Matthew, Mark and Luke, report 
this event. St. Luke’s account is 
read on this feast this year.

John’s Gospel alludes to John 
the Baptist’s baptisms in the 
Jordan, and in this Gospel, John 

the Baptist uses for Jesus the 
title, “Lamb of God.”

The first reading is one 
of the four suffering servant 
songs of Isaiah. Who was this 
suffering servant? The future 
Messiah? One of the prophets? 
The author? Was it a collective 
reference to the people of Israel? 
No one knows for certain, but 
Christian liturgies over the cen-
turies have seen Jesus in the suf-
fering servant songs. So, these 
quite poetic passages are promi-
nent in the liturgies of Lent and 
indeed of Good Friday.

Certainly, reference to Christ 
is the message for this feast. In 
this Scripture, God reveals that 
a faithful and pure servant will 
come. He will endure outrage. 
Many will turn against Him, yet 
He will be steadfast.

Supplying the second read-
ing is the Acts of the Apostles. 
After Easter almost every liturgy 
contains a reading from the Acts 
of the Apostles, but this source 
rarely furnishes readings at 
Mass in any other time. So, the 
appearance of Acts on this week-
end is unusual.

The reading is impor-
tant. Peter’s own identity is 
revealed. Peter spoke for all the 
Apostles. He was chief among 
the Apostles. He reached out to 
gentiles by teaching Cornelius, a 
Roman officer, a foreigner and 
pagan. Peter proclaimed Jesus, 
declaring that the saving min-
istry of Jesus began with the 
Lord’s baptism. Peter’s message 
clearly was the continuation of 
the Lord’s message.

St. Luke’s Gospel provides the 
last reading. Luke’s revelation 
of the baptism highlights the 
Lord’s divine identity and mis-
sion of salvation. In Luke, God 
announces that Jesus is the Son 
of God, sent by God to redeem 
humankind. Jesus fulfilled the 
plan of God.

Certain images are important. 
In a distant echo of Creation, the 
reading shows that life comes 
from the water. Jesus emerged 
from the water to begin the mis-
sion of redemption. The faith-
ful must repent. It prefigures 
Christian baptism.

Another crucial image is that 
of the sky. God spoke from the 

sky, a sign of divinity in the Old 
Testament.

Reflection
In Advent, the Church called 

us to renewed holiness and 
grace. The Church joyfully led us 
to Christmas, the anniversary of 
the Lord’s birth. If we responded 
in Advent, Christmas was much 
more than a commemoration. It 
was a personal event in which 
faithful hearts and souls truly 
received Christ and were vivified, 
healed and freed from the bur-
den of sin and the inevitability 
of death.

In the great revelation of the 
Epiphany, celebrated last week, 
the Church continued to tell us 
about Jesus, son of Mary and 
therefore human, but also the 
Son of God, as the Magi realized.

Now, on this feast, the Church 
instructs us further about Jesus. 
He is the instrument of God’s 
love for us. Doomed by our sins, 
we find another chance in Jesus. 
He is our Savior, reconciling us 
with God. He identifies with us. 
Union with Jesus is critical if we 

wish to be saved.
He is God. God forgives us 

and restores us to eternal life if 
we accept the Lord.

Practically speaking, Jesus 
comes to us through Peter and 
the Apostles, the Lord’s special 
students, sent to bring salva-
tion to all the world. They still 
are present in and through the 
Church.

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

In Jesus, the glory of God’s love has been revealed

READINGS
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 Ps 29:1-4, 9-10 
Acts 10:34-38 Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8 Ps 116:12-19 
Mk 1:14-20   
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20 (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 
4-8 Mk 1:21-28    
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20 Ps 
40:2, 5, 7-10 Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday:  1 Sm 4:1-11 Ps 44:10-11, 
14-15, 24-25 Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a Ps 89:16-
19 Mk 2:1-12  
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a Ps 
21:2-7 Mk 2:13-17

Greg Erlandson, director and editor-
in-chief of Catholic News Service, 
can be reached at gerlandson@
catholicnews.com.

In the storm’s wake, our neighbors 
need us
Christmas this year arrived 

amid shock and tears. 
The images of devastation 

wrought by at least 22 torna-
does slashing their way through 
Kentucky, Missouri, Arkansas 
and Illinois are etched in our 
national consciousness.

Nature unleashed a fear-
some slaughter in our heartland. 
Stories of children sucked into 
the roaring night, of families 
huddling in bathrooms as the 
walls around them collapsed, are 
nightmares that will haunt those 
who experienced them and we 
who heard them.

It seems cruelly ironic that 
the disasters happened just as 
the Church was preparing to cel-
ebrate Gaudete Sunday, the time 
of joy as the commemoration of 
the birth of the Messiah draws 
near.

Crueler still, it happened only 
a few weeks before Christmas. 
Some of those injured and dead 
were working night shifts to 
make extra money for Christmas 
presents, their survivors told us, 
weeping.

“No more shall people call ... 
your land ‘Desolate,’” Isaiah will 
tell us at the Christmas Vigil, 
yet desolate it is in Mayfield, 
Kentucky; Monette, Arkansas; 
Edwardsville, Illinois, and 
numerous other communities 
slashed by the storm.

The Christmas season with 
all its joy has always had a 
dark edge too. On the day after 
Christmas, St. Stephen’s Day 
celebrated the first martyr for the 
faith. Two days later there was 
the feast of the Holy Innocents, 
babes put to the sword by 

Herod’s soldiers.
In the midnight Christmas 

Mass, we read that “the people 
who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light.” The Messiah 
has come, yet in faith we realize 
that on this earth we still grapple 
with the darkness.

We built creches in our 
churches to mark the birth of 
Jesus, but they were built in the 
shadow of the crucifix. We know 
the triumph at the story’s end, 
but we also know the travails to 
come.

In a homily a few days after 
his diocese was hit by the storm, 
Bishop William F. Medley of 
Owensboro, Kentucky, noted this 
bond between the creche and the 
cross, saying, “The wood of the 
manger gives way to the wood of 
the cross. And the cross is in our 
churches year-round.” But then 
he added, “We can make our suf-
ferings one in communion with 
Christ on the cross.”

The Church is nothing if not 
realistic. We will suffer, just as 
Our Lord suffered. Tragedies will 
befall us and our neighbors. We 
do not receive guarantees of safe 
passage in this life. Yet these 
tragedies also become opportuni-
ties of faith.

In Kentucky, Arkansas and 
Illinois, Americans rushed in to 
help. Parishes became centers of 
relief for broken neighborhoods. 
Volunteers provided food and 
shelter and even hunted for the 
scattered debris that once were 
people’s photos and books and 
mementos. The suffering of our 
neighbors becomes suffering we 
can help ease.

We all know the parable of 

the good Samaritan who helped 
the stranger left for dead. “To 
rebuild our wounded world,” 
Pope Francis writes in “Fratelli 
Tutti, on Fraternity and Social 
Friendship,” “our only course is 
to imitate the good Samaritan.”

We help the stranger we have 
not yet become friends with.

For many of us, all we can 
do is send prayers and money 
their way. Catholic Charities 
USA is collecting donations for 
people who have lost everything 
and whose needs are so great. If 
you’d like to send money, go to 
catholiccharitiesusa.org. The site 
has a button to hit to donate for 
tornado relief.

The good Samaritan donated 
money as well to help the 
wounded man. He also prom-
ised not to forget, telling the 
innkeeper he would be back. It 
is our responsibility as well not 
to forget. The towns will not be 
rebuilt overnight, the healing 
will take time.

Let’s remember our neighbors 
this Christmas season. Let’s not 
forget them come Easter.

AMID  
THE FRAY

GREG ERLANDSON

The thrifting Catholic: 
giving new life to  
old things

Emily Hannon was surprised 
by the children’s clothes 
she saw at big-box stores 

and popular websites when 
she became a mom. And not 
in a good way: Obnoxious 
graphics, offensive messages, 
neon colors. It fell short of her 
long-held beliefs as a Catholic 
and her powerful new emotions 
as a mother. It didn’t suit her 
newborn son with his peach-fuzz 
and bright eyes. 

The 29-year-old Pittsburgh 
photographer had always sought 
beauty in hidden places. She’d 
taken to heart St. John Paul 
II’s words in his 1999 letter to 
artists and quoted a passage in 
her Instagram profile: “beauty 
that stirs you to wonder…to the 
sense of eternal.” 

Now she was choosing how 
to dress her son, Jack, and 
feeling compelled to look beyond 
the mall. 

“The loud graphics and words 
all over clothing take away from 
the beauty and dignity of the 
person wearing them,” Emily 
said. “God made us each with 
such intricacy and complexity, 
and our clothing shouldn’t 
detract from that but should 
simply point to it.” 

Outfits saved from her 
childhood and her husband’s 
seemed like the answer, which 
led Emily to visit consignment 
stores. Oh, was she in for a 
treat! Peter Pan collars! Smocked 
dresses! Knit sweaters! Corduroy 
overalls! 

Vintage children’s clothing 
felt timeless, like her baby 
himself: not dated or defined by 
one era, but rather, shimmering 
with a transcendent beauty, 
rising above. 

“It reflects the joy that a new 
baby brings into the world just 
by their very existence,” Emily 
said. “They are perfectly pure 
and deserving of all our love.” 

As Emily and Sean were 
blessed with another son, Peter, 
and then a daughter, Lucy, the 
young mom’s appreciation for 
classic children’s clothing has 
grown. The thrill of a great find 
spurs her along, prodding her 
to frequent a few favorite thrift 
shops. 

Some discoveries seem meant 
to be, like a high-end European 
brand tucked between modern 
dresses. “Beauty is always 
there – you just have to open 
your eyes to find it!” she said. 
Thrifting feels countercultural, 
in keeping with Pope Francis’ 
caution about a “throwaway 
culture.” It feels Catholic. “Our 

TWENTY 
SOMETHING

CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

CAPECCHI, page 13
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PETER FEARS HIM PEACE 
CHRIST GALILEE JOHN 

PREACHED ANOINTED DOING GOOD 
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D K W P P L E A S E D R 
J O L M M I H S R A E F 
T S I R H C Y A D T S I 
A S A N D A L S E E C R 
A N A N G T I P V C E E 
N B C H O G R V I A N G 
O E J L P E O P L E D A 
I L J K A I J O K P E L 
N O O C C E L R D A D I 
T V H E A L I N G O I L 
E E N E V A E H T K V E 
D D E R E W S N A O I E 

©  2022 TRI-C-A Publications; tri-c-a-publications.com 
 

Christina Capecchi is a freelance 
writer from Inver Grove Heights, 
Minnesota. 

Richard Doerflinger worked for 36 
years in the Secretariat of Pro-Life 
Activities of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. He writes from 
Washington state.

On Christ and Christmas
It is an annual tradition: If it’s 

Christmas, there must be a 
Grinch trying to steal it.
Vying for the Grinch award 

this year is Michael Weinstein, 
Air Force veteran and head 
of a group called the Military 
Religious Freedom Foundation.

He has attacked the nonprofit 
organization Wreaths Across 
America for placing Christmas 
wreaths on the graves of fallen 
soldiers at national cemeteries. 
He compares this to “carpet-
bombing” the graves with a 
“Christian gang sign.”

Weinstein says placing the 
wreaths on graves marked with 
a Star of David is “unconstitu-
tional, an atrocity and a dis-
grace.”

But Wreaths Across America 
says its policy is to pause and 
pay respects at these graves, but 
refrain from placing a wreath out 
of respect for 
Jewish beliefs. 
Spokespeople 
for the cemeter-
ies say they do 
likewise, and 
comply with 
any family’s 
objection to the 
wreath.

But the 
underlying 
reason for this 
dispute is worth 
some reflection. 
Mr. Weinstein 
says the wreath 
is “circular and 
made of ever-
green to sym-
bolize everlasting life through 
Jesus Christ.” And the practice 
of leaving Jewish gravestones 
without a wreath seems to 
acknowledge this as a possible 
interpretation.

But then, what to make of the 
wreaths decorating lampposts 
and storefronts all over the U.S.? 
Are the White House Christmas 
tree and the dozens of trees and 
wreaths adorning that house an 
unconstitutional establishment 
of religion? Should my parish 
church take down its sign ask-
ing people to “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” and declare victory?

That seems unlikely. As noted 
Dec. 19 by Catholic newspaper 

Our Sunday Visitor, one recent 
survey reports that 93% of 
Americans celebrate Christmas -- 
and another reports that 65% of 
Americans consider themselves 
Christians (one could add that 
far fewer attend church services).

Yet it’s hard to avoid those 
first six letters of the word 
“Christmas,” though some try 
to do so with “Xmas”. Secular 
historians may replace “B.C.” 
(before Christ) and “A.D.” (anno 
Domini, year of the Lord) with 
“B.C.E.” (before the Common 
Era) and “C.E.” (Common Era), 
but the dividing line between the 
two is still Christ’s birth — plac-
ing this event, then ignored by 
the powers that be, at the center 
of human history.

Frankly, we cannot imag-
ine what our society would be 
like without the influence of 
Christianity. To cite one example, 

pagan Rome 
gave the 
“paterfamilias,” 
the father of 
the family, 
almost abso-
lute authority 
over wife and 
children — to 
the extent that 
he could order 
a child to be 
killed before 
or after birth. 
Christians 
insisted that 
children (born 
and unborn), 
women, slaves 
and other mar-

ginalized persons are equally cre-
ated in the image and likeness 
of God.

American efforts against 
slavery and racism were driven 
by Christian preaching. And 
a landmark manifesto on the 
“inherent dignity” and “equal 
and inalienable rights” of all 
members of the human family 
was the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights approved by the 
new United Nations in 1948.

Canadian attorney John 
Humphrey, deeply involved in 
its drafting, said the U.N. had 
produced “something like the 
Christian morality without the 
tommyrot.”

Efforts to keep Christian 
respect for every human being 
without the “tommyrot” — the 
Incarnation, the miracles and 
Christ’s triumph over death — 
have been pursued for centuries. 
They have worn very thin, as 
philosophers redefine “dignity” 
to mean self-serving freedom, 
and politics seems like a game of 
warring factions.

Our secular neighbors may 
be more Christ-haunted than 
Christian, but they long for the 
peace and the universal good-
will included in the meaning of 
Christmas. Christians may find 
opportunities to say: “Aren’t 
these wonderful things to hope 
for? Guess where they’re from.”

A MORE 
HUMAN 
SOCIETY

RICHARD DOERFLINGER

ACROSS 
  1  Tan color 
  6  Pouch 
  9  Admiral (abbr.) 
12  Capital of France 
13  Bullfight cheer 
14  Lanterloo card game 
15  Laughing wild canine 
16  Angry 
17  The other half of Jima 
18  ___ alms 
20  Vexed 
22  Japanese tree 
25  Takes prayer posture 
26  Recede 
27  Magi came to pay  

29  Call 
31  Throw 
32  Colorer 
36  Unseal (2 wds.) 
39  Did with loaves & fish 
40 Left hand doesn't         
     know what right does 
43  Push button pad 
45  Nicene Creed 
46  Father (verb) 
47 Holds cremated  
       remains 
48  Pressure unit 
50  Flippant 
54  Wager 
55  Type of partnership 

56  Formally state law 
57  Seeing spots 
58 "Eyes has not  
       seen..." 
59  Afloat (2 wds.) 
 
DOWN 
  1  Speed rate 
  2  Straw 
  3  "Blessed __ you" 
  4  The Three ___ 
  5  A major prophet 
  6  Not all 
  7  Wing 
  8  Relinquishing 
  9  Resembling 
10  Wooden peg 
11  Emotional states 
19 Flower: "Mary's  
       Humility" 
21  A bruised ___ 
22  Manger was Jesus' 
23  Kimono sash 
24  BB association 
25 Popular Japanese  
       drama 
28  First day of week 
30 He shines upon  
      Jerusalem 
33  Small dog's bark 
34  Terminal abbr. 
35  Church cardinals' hue 
37 Belong to "the  
       nations" 
38 Where Magi came  
       from 
40  Breathing device 
41  Sinned 
42  Widow's mite 
44  Leaven 
46  Jesus' was pierced 
49  Pigpen 
51  Ship initials 
52  Prompt 
53  Congressional vote 
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Readings: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 & Is 
42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

Answer key can be found on page 15

culture is constantly pressuring 
us to buy more, spend more, 
accumulate more. We’ve lost a 
sense of reusing things from the 
past or passing down things that 
may not be brand new but still 
hold tremendous value.” 

Searching for secondhand 
finds cultivates a loving 
disposition. It fosters a forgiving 
and unrushed eye, the ability 
to slow down and sift through, 
recognizing the potential in 
something old and overlooked. 
It feels spiritual. Emily can give 
an old dress another chance, 
another child. 

Emily couldn’t keep her 
thrifted finds to herself – nor 

did she need them all. Four 
months ago, she opened 
an online shop to sell her 
secondhand purchases: vintage 
children’s clothing, heirloom 
toys and antique homewares. 
She named it The Simple Daisy, 
a nod to the St. Therese quote 
about the “simple charm” of a 
daisy, and secured the domain 
thesimpledaisyshop.com. 

To her surprise, the shop 
has been a huge hit. She has 
already sold hundreds of pieces. 
Thanks to savvy marketing on 
social media, sharing glimpses 
of what’s to come, many pieces 
sell three to five minutes after a 
“drop,” or online release. 

Emily is excited to grow the 

shop in 2022. Stepping into a 
new year surrounded by old 
clothing feels like a hug from the 
past. It harkens back to simpler 
times and warms the future with 
well-worn history. 

“I love that each piece tells a 
story, often one we don’t know,” 
Emily said. “I sometimes imagine 
other children who are now fully 
grown playing with the toys my 
children play with. It makes me 
feel connected to others, even 
those I’ll never meet, like we’re 
all part of something bigger.”  

CAPECCHI, from page 12

Frankly, we cannot imagine  

what our society  

would be like without the  

influence of Christianity. 



14 T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C January 9, 2022

 

Expertise you can rely on.
Mike Kendzicky  
Michael Kendzicky  
Samantha Hengen, CFP®
Private Wealth Management 
4220 Edison Lakes Parkway, Suite 100 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
574-247-6830  .  800-866-9022 
rwbaird.com

© 2018 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. MC-260563.

Andrea “Andy” Hall
260-417-5093

AHallResults@gmail.com

Caitlin Berghoff
260-403-9898

CaitlinBerghoff@remax.net

David Egts
Low Closing Costs & Great Rates

“MORTGAGE CLOSING COST CRUSHER”

260-418-6191 
CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE PROFESSIONAL

Call me when you’re thinking of making a move!

Ft. Wayne, Auburn,
Angola & Warsaw

*FREE Pick-Up
& Delivery

260.422.9374

4121 Hillegas Rd.
Ft. Wayne, IN 
46808 *Select areas of  Ft. Wayne Only

www.peerless-cleaners.com

LINDA RILEY
Senior Loan Officer

NMLS: 234665

C: 574.551.9330
O: 574.268.9033
F: 574.268.2955

310 Enterprise Drive
Warsaw, IN 46580

lriley@ruoff.com
ruoff.com/lindariley

www.offset1.com
260-456-8828  |  1609 S. Calhoun  St  |  Fort Wayne, IN 46802

OFFSET ONE, INC.

FULL SERVICE  
P R I N T I N G
C R E A T I V E  
ARTWORK
EDDM /STANDARD 
M A I L I N G®

OFFSET ONE, INC.

®

OFFSET
ONE, INC.
PRINTING

®

OFFSET  ONE
P R I N T I N G

MICHAEL F. BARILE
DC, PT

3030 LAKE AVE SUITE 26
FORT WAYNE, IN 46805

PHONE: 260.420.4400
FAX: 260.420.4448

www.hoosierpt.com

Matt Kaiser
Director of Business Services

NMLS# 1087744

800/522-6611 • NotreDameFCU.com

Business Development
P.O. Box 7878
Notre Dame, IN 46556

Direct (574) 400-4919
Fax (574) 575-4538

mkaiser@NotreDameFCU.com

PNC Bank Building
ONARD J. 
dorfer 
& Co., LLP 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

110 W. Berry Street, STE 2202
Fort Wayne 46802 
(260) 423-9405 
Fax: (260) 422-9206 

•Tax Planning and Preparation  
Corporations, Individuals and Partnerships 

•  Estates and Trusts • Auditing Services 

Visit us at www.ljandorfer.com

Fort Wayne 260-483-6763        Indianapolis 317-849-8444 
www.closetconceptsinc.com

Catholic Family Owned since 1988 •  Jon & Shelley Ross – St. Joseph Roanoke Parishioners

       

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Advertise in Today’s Catholic  

With a variety of options for web and print 
advertising, let us help you reach YOUR demo-

graphic. Call 260-399-1449

Advertise in Today’s Catholic!  

knows those instances will arise 
and spending time in God’s 
presence helps him spiritually 
prepare for them. He tries to 
maintain a greater awareness of 
those around him who may need 
his prayers or words of comfort 
and eternal salvation. 

Recently, he has learned the 
importance of being deliberate in 
prayer and words; never to sim-
ply say “I’ll pray for you,” but to 
actually take the time to do so. 
“Mean it when you say it, and 
people will realize that. And to 
me, that’s how we evangelize, is 
mean that we want to be a help 
in your life,” he said.

While Till is not a preacher 
by nature, he takes very seri-
ously Jesus’ command to “go 
and make disciples,” and part 
of doing that is by helping oth-
ers on their own journeys. “I’ve 
always been pretty good with 

people, but I try more and more 
to be an instrument to show 
God’s love, to show the things 
God wants us to show other 
people, to be to each other ... 
compassion and all the things 
we should have.

Another way that he helps 
bring people into the Catholic 
Church is by handing out 
Matthew Kelly’s books and CDs 
to those he finds receptive and 
in need of spiritual guidance. 
“There’s always an opportunity 
to spread the faith, but we have 
to be aware of our surround-
ings and aware of the needs of 
people.”

Read the story of Till’s return to 
the faith here: todayscatholic.
org/love-of-the-eucharist-draws-
grandfather-to-reconciliation/

TILL, from page 11

Jennifer Barton
Till speaks with Father Wimal Jayasuriya prior to Sunday evening Mass at the Cathedral on December 12.
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 REST IN PEACE

Auburn
Machelle Pepple, 
64, Immaculate 
Conception

Fort Wayne
Judy Baatz, 79, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton

Daniel Bireley, 70, St. 
Vincent de Paul

Carol Cornell, 77, St. 
Vincent de Paul

Irma Vanderbosch, 
94, Our Lady of Good 
Hope

Huntington
Sister Mary Joan 
Ginsterblum, OLVM, 
102, Archbishop Noll 
Memorial Chapel

Max A. Rupley, 92, SS. 
Peter and Paul

Mishawaka
Daniel Bezi, 85, 
Queen of Peace

Lorainne DeGeeter, 
95, St. Bavo

Elizabeth Piraccini, 94, 
Queen of Peace

New Haven
Darlene A. Lothamer, 
84, St. Louis, 
Besancon 

Joseph L. Morris, 83, 
St. John the Baptist

Kathleen S. 
Rosengrant, 75, St. 
Louis, Besancon

South Bend
Elena Arroya-Najar, 1 
hour, St. Adalbert

Maria Cabrera, 52, St. 
Adalbert

Genevieve 
Dyszkiewicz, 97, St. 
Adalbert

Barbara Dudeck, 81, 
Holy Family

Winfield A. MacDonald, 
95, Christ the King

Dorothy Putz, 84, St. 
Adalbert

Walter Regulinski, 75, 
Holy Family

John Rozycki, 82, Holy 
Family

Wabash
Miriam Fierstos, 97, St. 
Bernard Wabash

Daniel Roland, 75, St. 
Bernard Wabash

Warsaw
Ann M. Sullivan, 53, 
Sacred Heart

Marriage enrichment 
MISHAWAKA — Fun, fellow-
ship and marriage enrichment 
will be offered at Queen of Peace 
Parish Friday, Jan. 14, from 6:15-
8 p.m. “Game Show Edition: 
Supermarket Chopped” will have 
three “show couples” compete in 
supermarket-sweep-type games to 
earn extra time for their Chopped 
competition. Watch these couples 
work together while playing the 
game and cooking. Audience 
members should learn a lot and 
be entertained. Light snacks will 
be provided. RSVP by Jan. 11. at 
tinyurl.com/2022QofPDate1. RSVP 
is required for free babysitting. 

Life Defenders workshop by Mike Spencer
GRANGER — St. Pius X and 
Right to Life Michiana will host 
pro-life speaker Mike Spencer 
at St. Pius X, 52553 Fir Rd.,  
Saturday, Jan. 8, from 9 a.m. 
until noon for a Life Defenders 
workshop. This workshop equips 
attendees to be gracious, persua-
sive and effective ambassadors 
for life when speaking about the 
contentious issue of abortion. 
Seats are limited and advanced 
registration is required. Learn 

more and sign up at stpius.
net/respectlife. Contact Ashley 
Logsdon at 574-272-8462 or 
alogsdon@stpius.net.

Afghan Refugee Simulation
WARSAW — Ever wonder what 
is life is like for a person who 
is fleeing their home and coun-
try? Catholic Charities’ Afghan 
Refugee Simulation gives a 
glimpse into the life of a refugee 
and helps to understand the situ-
ations they face by actively par-
ticipating in small groups discus-
sions. The presentation will also 
provide information on the spe-
cific aspects of the local Catholic 
Charities’ Refugee Resettlement 
Program. The Afghan Refugee 
Simulation will be Sunday, Jan. 
16, at Sacred Heart gymna-
sium, 125 N. Harrison St., from 
3- 8 p.m. To register, visit www.
sacredheartwarsaw.org. Contact 
Katie Owens at 260-602-3285 or 
k.owens@shcwarsaw.org.

Saint Mary’s College Choir at Mass
FORT WAYNE — Bishop Kevin 
C. Rhoades has invited the Saint 
Mary’s College Women’s Choir 
to participate in Mass at the 

Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, 1102 S. Clinton St., 
Sunday, Feb. 20, at 11:30 a.m. 
All are invited to attend.

2022 Rekindle the Fire men’s conference
FORT WAYNE — Join men from 
across the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend for a Rekindle the 
Fire conference Saturday, Feb. 26 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 
the Allen County War Memorial 
Coliseum. This year’s speak-
ers are Tim Staples, Nathan 
Crankfield, Father Wade Menezes 
and Jason Shanks. Visit www.
rekindlethefire.net for informa-
tion.
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D I A L L O B D Y E R
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S E C R E T K E Y P A D
C R E D O S I R E
U R N P S I S A U C Y
B E T L T D I S S U E
A D S E Y E A T S E A

A T O M S Z A P A S H
R A D I I I W O S P A
T I D A L O L D T E N

M E A N I L I A D
N O W I N E Q U I R K Y
N A B T R A U M A
E T N A I I I R A R E

F L A M E S S I X
I S R A E L T E A P O T
S L U R P U S E D
L A P E O S S O P U P
E Y E R U E A B A S E
S S E S I S W O M A N

E T A K N O W C H E W
B O W N A D A H E R E
B E L I E V E S R A I L

D E E H A I L E D
W A L L L O I N S
A L O Y S U N I T I N G
N O V L E T G O D O E
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A D D O N W E N T
M I L I E U I N C
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S L E D S O R E M O P

M E N U S O Y E H F
U P O N S O M A S E A
G A R B A D A M P I T

I R I S H T Y R E
S P I N A L A S H
S E N D F O R T E A S
E S C F R I A R P E A
T H A I B L E S S E D

D A H W A T E R S
M I L D A L A M O
E R A O B E Y I O W A
N O V W I N S C L O D
D N A L T D S E E M

F A O A B S C P U
A D V T L A W O U R S
T H E E B R A M B L E S
D R A Y L A I T Y
T R E E L I E

C L A S S R O O M U F O
W O K S A W P O D
A G E S T R E T C H E D

F E W D A R E
S A R A H D E A F

R O S A R I T A E V I L
O A H U L O T P A G E
D R Y E N E L S T

A D S T E S T S A T E
S U P H E N R I D I G
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McCOMB 
& SONS

FUNERAL HOMES

260-426-9494   McCombCares.com

A trusted local team that  
treats you like an individual

At D.O. McComb & Sons, we offer personalized 
funeral and memorial services arranged by our 

compassionate staff. We believe every final tribute 
should be as unique as the life it represents.   

Serving Fort Wayne families since .

Providing lifelong learning to senior adults since 1974
 

54191 Ironwood Road • South Bend, IN 46635
574-282-1901

ForeverLearningInstitute.org

I N S T I T U T E

FOREVER     LEARNINGFLI

Sensory-friendly Mass celebrated each 
week at St. Vincent de Paul
FORT WAYNE  — A sensory-
friendly Mass is celebrated every 
Sunday at 1:30 p.m., at St. 
Vincent de Paul Church, 1502 E. 
Wallen Rd. A sensory-friendly 
Mass provides a safe, comfort-
able and stigma-free setting for 
children and adults with sen-
sory challenges, mental illness 
or any kind of disability to feel 
engaged and experience Mass in 
a meaningful way. Parishioners 
and nonparishioners are wel-
come. Questions about offering 

a sensory-friendly Mass at your 
parish? Contact Allison Sturm at 
asturm@diocesefwsb.org or 260-
399-1452.

Belonging Catholic schools meeting: 
Ministry with Persons with Disabilities
FORT WAYNE — A meeting is 
offered the first Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. via zoom to  
connect with others interested 
in helping children with disabili-
ties attend Catholic schools in 
the diocese. To get the link, call 
260-399-1452 or email asturm@
diocesefwsb.org.
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The seminarian team defeat-
ed the priests by more than 
20 points in the annual 

Cupertino Classic basketball 
game at the University of Saint 
Francis Hutzell Center Monday 
evening, Dec. 27. The loss 
spoiled chances for the priests 
to become back-to-back champi-
ons after winning the previous 
matchup in late 2019.

The 2021 installment of the 
battle marks the return of the 
tradition after its cancellation in 
2020 due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Fans from across the Diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
showed up to root for their 
priests and seminarians, and 
they nearly filled the university’s 
gymnasium. Several onlookers 
held signs to support their favor-
ite players.

This year also marked several 
firsts for the friendly competi-
tion. The University of Saint 
Francis hosted the event for the 
first time after a five-game run at 
diocesan high schools. The occa-
sion also offered an opportunity 
for fans to celebrate Mass and 
worship in eucharistic adoration 
at the university’s chapel prior to 
the 6:30 p.m. tipoff. 

After a few minutes of warm 
up shots by both teams, Father 
Andrew Budzinski led the pre-
game prayer. 

“We ask your blessings upon 
these athletes, priests and semi-
narians,” he prayed. “We also 
ask for your blessings, Lord, 
upon those young men sitting in 
the stands whom you are call-
ing to the priesthood. And those 
young women you are calling to 
religious life.”

Then, following the singing of 
the national anthem, the clash 
began.

As always, the priests brought 
several talented players to the 
court, including Father Terrence 
Coonan and Father Matthew 
Coonan, as well as the recently 
ordained Father Benjamin 
Landrigan, who had been a dom-
inant player for the seminarians 
in years past.

The priests’ athleticism, how-
ever, was quickly outpaced by a 
strong showing from the oppos-
ing bench. 

The seminarians played an 
aggressive game and always 
seemed to be one step ahead of 
their ordained opponents. By the 
end of the first quarter, they led 
the priests by 5 points. The semi-
narians held that lead at the end 
of the first half, with their rivals 
answering 17 of their 22 points. 
The gap would widen in the sec-
ond half.

During halftime, several 

Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual 
Adoration who had been cheer-
ing in the crowd played a 
game of knockout, which is a 
short, basketball-derived game. 
Halftime also provided the 
perfect opportunity for Father 
Stephen Felicichia, one of three 
commentators at the competi-
tion, to interview seminarian 
David Langford and Father 
Thomas Zehr for Redeemer 
Radio, which broadcast the game 
for those who could not make it 
in person.

Only a few minutes into the 
third quarter, the seminarians 
increased their lead. By the end 
of the quarter, the seminarians 
had scored 16 points and the 
priests could only answer 9 of 
those. Going into the fourth 
quarter, the seminarians led the 
priests by a widening margin, 38 
to 26. 

The trend continued through 
the final quarter of the game as 
the seminarians ran away with 
the score. 

Between the third and fourth 
quarters, a section of the crowd 
performed a rollercoaster wave, 
which added to the joyous and 
exciting camaraderie of the eve-
ning.

As the final quarter rolled on, 
the priests’ chances of staging a 
comeback grew evermore bleak. 
At the last buzzer, the seminar-
ians had defeated their ordained 
brothers by a score of 55 to 34.

Before Father Budzinski pre-
sented the Cupertino Classic tro-
phy to the seminarians, the play-
ers and crowd chanted the Salve 
Regina while facing an image of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Started in 2014, the Cupertino 
Classic basketball game is 
an annual friendly competi-
tion between diocesan priests 
and seminarians that brings 
awareness to vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. 
The game is named for St. 
Joseph of Cupertino, a 17th-
century Franciscan monk who 
was known to levitate when 
in prayer, especially when 
Christmas carols were sung at 
Mass. 

The monk is a particularly 
fitting patron of the Cupertino 
Classic. As Catholics continue to 
celebrate the Christmas season, 
they came together in commu-
nity for an evening of entertain-
ment and prayer. 

And, perhaps, St. Joseph of 
Cupertino interceded for the 
seminarians Monday evening, 
allowing them to levitate a little 
higher for rebounds.

More information for those 
discerning priesthood or religious 
life can be found by visiting dio-
cesefwsb.org/vocations.

Photos by Joshua Schipper

BY JOSHUA SCHIPPER

Seminarians handily 
defeat priests at  
Cupertino Classic

Above, members of the faith spend time in adoration 
at the Chapel of St. Francis of Assisi before the annual 
Cupertino Classic basketball game between diocesan 
priests and seminarians in the University of Saint 
Francis’ Hutzell Center Dec. 27. At right: a seminarian 
possession during the game.

Father Matthew Coonan strategizes with his brother priests during a timeout. From left are Father Jay Horning, 
Father Coonan, Father Jonathan Norton and Father Thomas Zehr.

The symbolic Cupertino Classic trophy.

The seminarians were victorious over the priests this year, defeating them 
by more than 20 points. From left are Brian Florian, Eric Plude, Greenan 
Sullivan, Patrick Ernst, David Langford, Jacob Schneider and Andrew Barnes.
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