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Dear Friends in Christ:
We are approaching the Solemnity of 

Pentecost, the end of the liturgical season of 
Easter. On Pentecost Sunday the Holy Spirit 
came down upon the disciples of Jesus to 
remain with them forever. The Spirit, the 
Counsellor, inspired and empowered the 
disciples to spread the Gospel through the 
world. The Church’s mission began on the 
day of Pentecost with the coming of the Holy 
Spirit.

We have heard readings from the Acts of 
the Apostles throughout the Easter season. 
We heard about the Holy Spirit working in 
the lives of the disciples who had received 
His gifts. The grace of the Holy Spirit con-
tinues at work in the Church. I have been 
celebrating Confirmations throughout the 
diocese during this Easter season. It is a joy 
for me, as a successor of the apostles, to 
ensure that our young people are strength-
ened by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In a 
way, the grace of Pentecost is perpetuated 
in the Church through the sacrament of 
Confirmation.

I am looking forward to ordaining two of 
our seminarians to the diaconate on May 22 
and seven 
of our 
deacons 
to the 
priesthood 
on June 
5. From 
the begin-
nings 
of the 
Church, 
the grace 
of the 
Holy Spirit 
has been 
conferred 
through 
the sacra-
ment of 
Orders upon men called to exercise the min-
istry entrusted by Christ to the apostles. Holy 
Orders is the sacrament of apostolic ministry.

We rejoice that the Lord has blessed 
our diocese with these priestly vocations. 
I am grateful that these young men have 
answered God’s call to give up their lives 
for Him and for the salvation of their broth-
ers and sisters. Let us pray for them as they 
approach ordination and begin their ordained 
ministry.

Of course, it is essential, before our young 
men are ordained, that they receive excellent 
formation so that they will be good and holy 
priests. This formation takes place mostly 
in the seminary. We are able to provide this 
seminary formation for our future priests 
because of the generosity of the people of our 
diocese. Every Pentecost Sunday, we have a 
special collection for our seminarians’ edu-
cation. I ask you once again this year to be 
generous and to make a sacrificial gift for 
this important need.

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit, won-
drously poured out on the Apostles, fill your 
hearts anew on Pentecost Sunday!

Today’s Catholic file photo
An image of Mary and the Apostles receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is depicted in a 
stained-glass window in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne.

IN TRUTH  
AND  
CHARITY
 BISHOP KEVIN C. RHOADES

A Pentecost letter to the faithful

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

wondrously poured out  

on the Apostles,  

fill your hearts anew  

on Pentecost Sunday!
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Public schedule of Bishop 
Kevin C. Rhoades 

Sunday, May 23: 11 a.m. — Commencement Ceremony, 
University of Notre Dame

Sunday, May 23: 5 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, St. Adalbert 
Church, South Bend

Monday, May 24: 10 a.m. — Meeting of the Bishop’s Cabinet, 
Archbishop Noll Center, Fort Wayne

Tuesday, May 25: 1:30 p.m. — Virtual Meeting of Board of 
Directors of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary

Tuesday, May 25: 7 p.m. — Baccalaureate Mass for Saint Joseph 
High School, St. Pius X Church, Granger

Wednesday, May 26: 7 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, Queen of 
Peace Church, Mishawaka

Thursday, May 27: 7 p.m. — Baccalaureate Mass for Marian High 
School, St. Pius X Church, Granger

Friday, May 28: 10 a.m. — Baccalaureate Mass for Bishop Luers 
High School, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church, Fort Wayne

Friday, May 28: 4 p.m. — Baccalaureate Mass for Bishop Dwenger 
High School, Bishop Dwenger High School, Fort Wayne

Let the children lead

“In 1917, Jesus saw a world 
that was suffering. Out 
of great love, He sent His 

mother to earth with a message: 
‘pray the rosary every day to 
obtain peace in the world.’ He 
sent this message to children, 
asking them to lead the adults.” 

This was the introduction to 
a children’s rosary prayed May 
13, on the 104th anniversary of 
the Blessed Mother’s first appear-
ance at Fatima. Children of the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend Catholic schools followed 
the example of the children at 
Fatima by leading the adults in 
reciting the luminous mysteries 
for peace within families, in the 
nation, and in the world.

The rosary, offered as a 
video on the diocesan website, 
YouTube channel and Facebook 
page, and with audio airing on 
Redeemer Radio, served as an 
invitation to families to continue 
praying the rosary daily — tak-
ing Mary’s hand as she walks 
God’s children through the life of 
her Son. 

The idea for the rosary came 
to Betsy Williams of South Bend 
while praying during adora-
tion. “I was reflecting on the 
sad state of our world, on the 
persecution of people of faith and 
the lack of peace that permeates 
so much of our world. I began 
to think about the children of 
Fatima and felt very struck by 
this fact: During the time of a 
world war, when people were 
suffering greatly and there was 
no peace, Jesus sent a mes-
sage to earth to help us,” she 
explained. 

It is clear to Williams that the 
message was given to children 
instead of adults because they 
do not try to alter the message 
or reinterpret it. They just trust, 
with pure love. 

“I have the great joy and 
blessing of bringing young chil-
dren to adoration frequently. 
Every time I see them before 
Jesus in the Eucharist, I am 
struck by the sweet and pure 
way that they give their love to 
Him. I look at their faces and I 
am moved to tears every time” 
she continued. 

Mary’s message to children 
to “Pray your rosary every day 
to obtain peace for the world” 
inspired Williams to reach out 
to the staff of the diocese — the 
Catholic Schools Office and the 
Secretariat for Communications 
— to help organize the rosary 
event, which was titled “Let 
the Children Lead.” It included 
filming a children’s rosary and 
the creation of a website that 
provided the reflections, materi-
als to teach children about the 
miracle of Fatima and resources 
for families as they continue to 
pray together. 

Ten students from Bishop 
Dwenger High School, Fort 
Wayne, whose school patron 
saint is Mary, Queen of All 
Saints, started the filmed rosary 
and led each of the decades with 
reflections from Sister M. Lissetta 
Gettinger, OSF, of the Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration, Mishawaka. 
Fifty students from Queen of 
Angels School, Fort Wayne recit-
ed the Hail Marys. 

The pre-recorded rosary 
was recited at Queen of Angels 
Church, Fort Wayne, and every 
school in the diocese was encour-
aged to watch, listen and pray 
along at 10 a.m. on the feast 
day. 

“I felt that the students were 

so reverent, and it was so beau-
tiful to participate in praying 
the rosary with them,” Dennis 
Wiegmann, principal of Queen of 
Angels School, noted. 

After each of the five lumi-
nous mystery reflections, the stu-
dents prayed the following. 

The baptism in the Jordan: “O 
Mary, help me to receive God’s 
love and peace deep into my 
heart. Help me to always remem-
ber that I am a child of God. I 
want to share God’s love and 
peace with everyone I meet.”

The wedding feast at Cana: “O 
Mary, my Mother, pray for my 
family and for all families. May 
our homes be places of safety, 
love, and peace. Mother of Gentle 
Love, we entrust ourselves to 
you.”

The proclamation of the king-
dom and the call to conversion: 
“O Mary, I pray for my princi-
pal, teachers, and classmates. 
Help us to share peace with one 
another, to respect each other 
through kind words and actions. 
Give me the courage to say I’m 
sorry when I’ve done something 
wrong or hurt someone else.”

The Transfiguration: “O Mary, 
you knew about the glory of 
your Son and you experienced 
his peaceful presence daily. Our 
country needs the peace of Jesus. 
Pray for our president, Mr. Joseph 
Biden, all politicians, all who 
work in the government, all who 
serve our country, and all people 
striving for life, liberty, and hap-
piness.”

The Institution of the Holy 
Eucharist: “O Mary, dear Lady 
of Fatima, you came with the 
message of peace for the entire 

BY JENNIFER SIMERMAN

Jennifer Simerman
Students from Bishop Dwenger High School and Queen of Angels School in Fort Wayne lead a livestreamed diocesan 
rosary May 13, the 104th anniversary of the appearance of Our Lady of Fatima. 

world. I pray for an end to war, 
terrorism, and hate. You asked 
Jacinta, Francisco, and Lucia to 
pray the rosary daily for peace. 
We unite our prayers with you 
and all of heaven. May peace 
dwell in the hearts of every man, 
woman, and child in the entire 
world.”

“The rosary was a beautiful 
way to honor and celebrate the 
feast of Our Lady of Fatima with 
the voices of our children sing-
ing and praying. We could feel 
the presence of Jacinta, Lucia 
and Francisco smiling upon our 
Mishawaka Catholic saints,” said 
Beth Whitfield, vice principal of 
Mishawaka Catholic School. 

Students across the diocese 
participated in the rosary in 
various ways. Some prayed 
along with the video, while oth-
ers prayed in their own way. 
Mishawaka Catholic students 
listened and prayed along with 
a broadcast of the rosary by 
Redeemer Radio and lined up 
in the shape of a rosary in the 
parking lot at St. Bavo Church. 
Sacred Heart School, Warsaw, 
started the rosary with a crown-

ing of Mary, and then each class 
led a decade of the rosary with 
meditation. Leading up to the 
feast day, the students colored 
pictures of Our Lady of the 
Rosary and hung them up in 
their hallways.

“I think sometimes people 
wonder how praying the rosary 
can bring about peace,” said 
Williams, “I’ve come to think of 
it in this way: Each mystery is 
an opportunity for us to learn 
about stories from the life of 
Jesus. Doing this over and over 
deepens our relationship with 
Him. When we do this in our 
families, we invite Jesus into our 
hearts and our homes. We invite 
peace into our homes because 
you can’t think about Jesus with-
out feeling peace. 

“Taking that short amount of 
time out of our busy days will 
change the world. Can you imag-
ine if we all knelt in prayer every 
day for 15 minutes and invited 
Jesus into our homes?” 

For the rosary and additional resources, 
visit diocesefwsb.org/let-the-
children-lead.

Provided by Brenda Kline
At Sacred Heart School, Warsaw, students began the rosary with a crowning 
of Mary.

More photos are  
available at  
www.todayscatholic.org
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Totus Tuus: Summer catechetical program expands in diocese

In only its third year within the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, Totus Tuus, a weeklong 

summer catechetical program, 
is spreading from one parish in 
the Fort Wayne area to five other 
locations throughout the diocese, 
bringing fun and faith to chil-
dren in 11 parishes.

Bearing the name of St. John 
Paul II’s personal motto for 
consecration to the Mary, Totus 
Tuus strives to instill holiness 
in the lives of children from ele-
mentary through high school. 

The program is based out of 
Wichita, Kansas, and first spread 
to the diocese of Peoria, Illinois, 
which provided the original 
team of missionaries to St. Jude 
Parish in Fort Wayne in 2018. 
Beginning this year, a four-
person team – two men and two 
women – were recruited from 

within the diocese to expand the 
program locally.

The director of religious 
education at St. Jude, Julie 
Schleitwiler, learned about the 
program while living in the 
Joliet diocese and working for 
The Diocese of Rockford, both of 
which hosted it. “When I was in 
the Rockford diocese, I’d heard 
kids who’d gone to the program 
talking about how wonderful it 
was,” she said. Over 30 dioceses 
now have Totus Tuus programs, 
and the number continues to 
grow. 

With the support of Msgr. 
Robert Schulte, she helped 
bring the program to St. Jude. 
Last year, not only had St. Jude 
planned to host it again but the 
parish had already recruited 
three college-aged missionar-
ies who were ready to train in 
Peoria before taking the pro-
gram to other parishes in the 
diocese. Because those plans 

had to be canceled, Schleitwiler 
worked with the diocesan Youth 
Ministry office and the Office of 
Catechesis to make it happen 
this summer instead. 

The team will begin weeklong 
rounds on June 12 and will con-
tinue their missionary work until 
the end of July, hitting six differ-
ent communities across the dio-
cese: Fort Wayne, Kendallville/
Albion, Auburn, Bluffton, Notre 
Dame and Mishawaka. Most of 
the locations consist of a combi-
nation of two or more parishes 
that latched onto the opportunity 
to host the four-person team in 
their area. 

Totus Tuus is not a modified 
vacation Bible school. It was 
distinctively created for Catholic 
parishes, teaching the mysteries 
of the rosary and intentionally 
including elements such as ado-
ration, daily Mass and confes-
sion time. Children are divided 

BY JENNIFER BARTON

TOTUS TUUS, page 11

Open for dinner and carryout 
Wednesday thru Sunday at 4:30 p.m. 

Closed Monday & Tuesday
2435 N 200 W Angola, Indiana • 260.833.2617

carusos-restaurant.com

Provided by Julie Schleitwiler
A Totus Tuus missionary enjoys a short break with a group of grade school 
children at St. Jude Parish in Fort Wayne in 2018. Totus Tuus is a summer pro-
gram created specifically for Catholic parishes, mixing theology and fun for 
students from grade school all the way through high school.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
When the special Laudato Si’ 
Anniversary Year closes May 
24, it will celebrate progress 
made over the past five years, 
and it will launch a new wave 
of initiatives for the next decade 
in an ongoing response to Pope 
Francis’ call for the care of cre-
ation.

“For we know that things can 
change” is the theme of hope for 
the Church’s worldwide celebra-
tion May 16-25 of Laudato Si’ 
Week — the “crowning event” of 
an anniversary year that began 
during a global pandemic.

Even though “we certainly 
understood that we had one 
common home before COVID,” 
seeing a crisis in health and 
hygiene in China cause lock-
downs in Europe and job losses 
in Africa revealed even more 
clearly how interconnected the 
world really is, said Tebaldo 
Vinciguerra, the official leading 
the “ecology and creation” desk 
at the Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development.

The message of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical, “Laudato Si’, on 
Care for Our Common Home,” 
continues to be prophetic for a 
pandemic-hit and post-pandemic 
world, the dicastery says on 
its website, as the document 
provides a “moral and spiritual 
compass” for a “new way of liv-
ing together, bonded together in 
love, compassion and solidarity” 
and in a more “harmonious rela-
tionship with the natural world, 
our common home.”

Under the large green canopy 
of a 100-year-old London plan-
etree in a small city square near 
his Vatican office, Vinciguerra 
told Catholic News Service May 
12, it is important the Church 
“leads by example.”

The key to Laudato Si’ is see-
ing, living and working in ways 
that piece life’s many facets 
together and that create bridges 
to bring diverse people together 
toward a common goal, he said.

“It’s not just ‘I have a solar 
panel,’ full stop,” he said.

Some of the best things to 
emerge from people acting on 
the encyclical, he said, are their 
responses to a call for dialogue 
among experts in diverse fields, 
creating new and needed combi-
nations and partnerships, such 
as: an architect sitting down 
with a theologian; a bishop 
choosing impact investing for 
his diocese; and a Caritas branch 
practicing due diligence and 
transparency.

Some dioceses and bishops’ 
conferences have put great effort 
into promoting “integral” action 
among their own offices, for 
example, he said, asking staff 
working on “pro-life, family, 
transparency, (procurements), 
ecology, justice and peace, social 
teaching, liturgy, etc., to do 

something together.”
The Archdiocese of Mumbai, 

in fact, has an environmental 
office that blends catechesis with 
the use of more ecological mate-
rials, including not just avoiding 
single-use plastics, but encour-
aging shroud burial at church 
funerals to save precious wood 
and as a way of following what 
Jesus did.

A good project aims at help-
ing the entire community bring 
different elements together and 
offers an alternative to what is 
available, Vinciguerra said, for 
example, a farm that cultivates 
nutritional crops from local 
species, involves the efforts of 
marginalized community mem-
bers, utilizes composting, avoids 
post-harvest food losses by giv-
ing away what would otherwise 
be wasted and directs profits to 
fund schooling for single-parent 
families.

The dicastery will unveil a 
preview of a Laudato Si’ Action 
Platform May 25 — ahead of its 
full launch Oct. 4 — as part of a 
“road map” of action for the next 
decade, he said. The platform is 

meant to help those who want 
to increase their commitment to 
bringing Laudato Si’ to life by 
promising a set of actions over a 
period of seven years.

Parishes, dioceses, families, 
businesses, NGOs or religious 
congregations can register to 
assess what they are doing now 
and to see how they can further 
contribute to the seven Laudato 
Si’ goals, he said.

Among the challenges still 
out there, Vinciguerra said, is to 
convince people to act on Pope 
Francis’ call that everyone must 
contribute to the common good.

How people choose to live 
day-by-day is very important, 
even with the smallest gestures 
of love, he said, as well as the 
larger policies and practices on 
all levels in agriculture, trade, 
economics, debt and finance, 
patents and supply chains.

This is why politics has to be 
driven by love for the common 
good, which is seen “as a set of 
social conditions that allow for 
a full harmonious development 
of people and the community,” 
he said.

Politics and governance, 
therefore, require “healthy insti-
tutions,” free from corruption 
and open to “meaningful partici-
pation” from everyone, including 
the poorest, he said.

When it comes to political 
representatives, a consistent 
and integral understanding of 
the human being is important, 
he said. For example, there may 
be representatives who support 
initiatives that protect work-
ers or the environment, but fail 
to protect the unborn, and vice 
versa, leaders who are pro-life, 
but oppose environmental pro-
tections.

The encyclical calls out this 
kind of “schizophrenia” by 
insisting “there can be no ecol-
ogy without an adequate anthro-
pology.”

Vinciguerra said the Church’s 
aim is “to teach what a healthy 
anthropology is and its implica-
tions” in terms of human dignity 
and individual responsibility, he 

said.
“The tricky part is not only 

what kind of planet we will leave 
to our children,” he said, “it is 
also what kind of children we 
leave for the planet, what kind 
of education,” access to justice, 
culture and media and how they 
understand relationships and liv-
ing together.

The parable of the good 
Samaritan offers a lesson here in 
the crucial importance of people 
living in solidarity, reciprocity, 
trust and hope, he said.

The Samaritan showed com-
passion by helping and caring for 
a wounded stranger; he involved 
and trusted an innkeeper to 
help, who in turn trusted the 
Samaritan to make good on his 
promise to return, Vinciguerra 
said. “Together we can create 
something, together — you 
and me — we can create trust 
that benefits someone else, the 
wounded man; let us have hope 
for trust.”

Riding the green wave: Momentum for Laudato Si’ gears up

GRADUATION
FATHER'S  DAY

ARCHBISHOP NOLL
CATHOLIC CENTER
915 S. Clinton St.
Free parking in our garage
260-399-1442

GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

goodshepherdbookstore.org

NOW HIRING House Parent in Fort Wayne
 

 
• Housing including all utilities, board,  
   $200/week stipend
• Long term applicants preferred. 
• Must have deep Catholic faith, strong personal 
   skills, flexibility and computer literacy. 
 

Send resume with three references to  
copenitents@yahoo.com 260-739-6882

 
FranciscanVocationHouse.com     

Make a difference in a life,  
in the world 

GUADALUPE MEN’S  
VOCATION DISCERNMENT HOUSE 

BY CAROL GLATZ

CNS photo/Wolfgang Rattay, Reuters
Hikers walk past a field of wild narcissi flowers in the Eifel region close to the 
German-Belgian border, near Höfen, Germany, April 16. The message of Pope 
Francis’ encyclical, “Laudato Si’, on Care for Our Common Home,” continues to 
be prophetic for a pandemic-hit and post-pandemic world, according to the 
Vatican office responsible for environmental concerns.
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Advocate: S. Carolina 
approval of firing 
squad, electric chair 
‘chilling’
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The pas-
sage of a bill by South Carolina 
lawmakers in early May to restart 
executions after 10 years and 
to add death by firing squad or 
electric chair as options if lethal 
injection drugs are not available 
is a “setback for South Carolina” 
and “stands in stark contrast 
to powerful efforts elsewhere to 
abolish the death penalty,” said a 
Catholic death penalty opponent. 
“The decade without executions 
in South Carolina should be seen 
as a mark of progress toward 
a culture of life, not a reason 
to backslide into immoral and 
gruesome means of killing,” said 
Krisanne Vaillancourt Murphy, 
executive director of Catholic 
Mobilizing Network. She also 
said the electric chair and fir-
ing squad “should have no place 
on the state’s list of means to 
address harm or bring about so-
called justice. In fact, there is no 
reason why the state should be 
executing people at all,” she told 
Catholic News Service in a May 
10 email. The measure is likely to 
be approved soon by the state’s 
governor. Lawmakers said the 
shortage of drugs needed to carry 
out lethal injections is the main 
reason why the state has not had 
any executions in 10 years. Those 
who favored adding other means 
of execution also stressed that 
this would be more humane since 
lethal injections have sometimes 
botched executions if an inmate’s 
death became prolonged. “It is 
chilling to think that offering a 
person the choice between elec-
trocution and firing squad is 
somehow humane,” Vaillancourt 
Murphy said.

Cardinal Dolan at rosary 
tells India’s COVID-19 
victims they’re not 
‘alone’
STONY POINT, N.Y. (CNS) —     New 
York Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, 
joined by priests and lay faith-
ful, prayed the rosary’s sorrowful 
mysteries May 8 for the people of 
India now suffering as COVID-19 
ravages their country. About 200 
Catholics, including many natives 
of India, joined the cardinal in 
prayer at Mary Help of Christians 
Chapel at the Marian Shrine in 
Stony Point. Before praying the 
five sorrowful mysteries, Cardinal 
Dolan reminded those gathered 
in the chapel that he also came 
to pray at the Salesian-run shrine 
March 20, 2020, as the coronavi-
rus crisis was first unfolding in 
New York. “I came here to pray 
to Jesus through Mary, Our Lady 
Help of Christians, as we were 
getting the terrible coronavirus 
pandemic,” Cardinal Dolan said. 
“And now that we hear such 
desperate news from beautiful 

India ... I thought, ‘She came 
through for us, and we can’t for-
get the great people of India.’ 
We are blessed with so many 
people in our Catholic family who 
come from India,” the cardinal 
said. “We can’t forget them. They 
are not alone.” Also present was 
Msgr. Peter I. Vaccari, president 
of the Manhattan-based Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association, 
who told the cardinal and the 
congregation that he had been in 
touch with CNEWA associates in 
India in recent days.

‘A long line’ of holy  
catechists have served 
the Church, pope notes
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Throughout history and across 

the globe, lay catechists have 
been revered as saints, and many 
were martyred for their refusal 
to renounce their faith and their 
vocation to teach the Christian 
faith to others. Formally institut-
ing “the ministry of catechist” 
with a document published May 
11, Pope Francis praised “the 
countless lay men and women 
who directly took part in the 
spread of the Gospel through cat-
echetical instruction. Men and 
women of deep faith, authentic 
witnesses of holiness,” he said, 
some of those catechists founded 
churches and “eventually died 
as martyrs. The long line of 
blesseds, saints and martyrs who 
were catechists has significantly 
advanced the Church’s mission 
and deserves to be recognized, 
for it represents a rich resource 
not only for catechesis but also 

for the entire history of Christian 
spirituality,” Pope Francis wrote 
in the document, “Antiquum 
Ministerium” (Ancient Ministry). 
The brief document did not men-
tion any of the beatified or canon-
ized lay catechists by name, but 
many of the Catholic communi-
ties they served continue to honor 
them and keep their memories 
alive. he brief document did not 
mention any of the beatified or 
canonized lay catechists by name, 
but many of the Catholic com-
munities they served continue 
to honor them and keep their 
memories alive. A catechist from 
the United States may soon be 
added to their ranks. The U.S. 
bishops in November gave their 
formal support to the sainthood 
cause of Nicholas W. Black Elk, 
a 19th-century Lakota catechist 
who is said to have introduced 

hundreds of Lakota people to the 
Catholic faith.

Bishops urge Catholics 
to sign petition 
against Hyde  
Amendment’s repeal
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Diocesan 
Respect Life coordinators and the 
Pro-Life Secretariat of the U.S 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
are encouraging Catholics to 
speak out against the repeal of 
the Hyde Amendment, legislation 
which bans federal Medicaid fund-
ing of abortions. “It is so impor-
tant for people in our parishes to 
learn about the Hyde Amendment 
and the life-saving, conscience-
protecting impact it has had for 
the past 45 years. Without this 
protection, our federal tax dollars 
will contribute to millions more 
abortions around our nation and 
beyond,” said Rachel Hendricks, 
diocesan Respect Life coordinator 
for the Diocese of Trenton, New 
Jersey. The petition can be signed 
at www.notaxpayerabortion.com. 
The Hyde Amendment, which 
first became law in 1976, prohib-
its use of federal Medicaid dollars 
for abortion except in cases of 
rape, incest or when the life of 
the woman would be endangered. 
Named for former Representative 
Henry Hyde, Illinois Republican, 
the amendment is renewed 
every year as part of the appro-
priations bill for what is now 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services. It was exclud-
ed, however, in the $1.9 trillion 
American Rescue Plan Act that 
was signed into law March 11 by 
President Joe Biden.

U.S. climate envoy 
meets pope, speaks at 
Vatican conference
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — John 
Kerry, U.S. President Joe Biden’s 
special envoy for climate, met 
privately with Pope Francis May 
15, the day after giving a keynote 
address at a closed-door meet-
ing of the Pontifical Academy 
for Sciences and the Pontifical 
Academy for Social Sciences. 
Because Kerry is not a head of 
state, the Vatican issued no state-
ment about the meeting, although 
Vatican Media released photos 
and a video clip of the encounter 
in the papal library. The video 
shows Kerry giving Pope Francis 
his autobiography, “Every Day Is 
Extra,” and the Pulitzer-winning 
environmental novel “The 
Overstory” by Richard Powers. 
Pope Francis gave Kerry a signed 
copy of his message for World 
Peace Day, a collection of his 
encyclicals, including “Laudato 
Si’” on ecology, and a sculpture of 
a grapevine. In an interview later 
with Vatican News, Kerry said he 
believed Pope Francis intends to 
participate in the U.N. Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, 
commonly referred to as COP16, in 
Glasgow, Scotland, in November.

News Briefs

CNS photo/Mohammed Salem, Reuters

Rescuers pull Suzy Eshkuntana, 6, from the rubble of a building at the site of Israeli air-
strikes in Gaza City May 16. The injury and death of so many innocent people, especially 
children, caused by escalating violence between Israel and the Gaza Strip is “terrible and 
unacceptable,” putting the area at risk of sinking into “a spiral of death and destruction,” 
Pope Francis said. He launched an appeal for calm May 16 and asked leaders of both sides 
“to put a stop to the roar of weapons and to follow the paths of peace, even with the help 
of the international community.” He also asked for a cease-fire and constant prayers so 
that “Israelis and Palestinians may find the path of dialogue and forgiveness, to be patient 
builders of peace and justice, opening up, step by step, to a common hope, to a coexistence 
among brothers and sisters.”

Pope appeals for peace in Holy Land, says death of  
children ‘unacceptable’
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Redeemer Radio 
launches Spoke Street
FORT WAYNE — This Lent, 
Redeemer Radio launched its new 
Spoke Street website, a network 
of 27 podcasts aimed at aiding 
Catholics to grow in their faith. 
Included are local features such 
as “Truth in Charity,” “Kingdom 
Builders,” and “Doctor Doctor,” 
as well as some from outside 
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend. The idea for Spoke Street 
was to reach younger audiences 
who are more likely to access 
podcasts online than to listen to 
traditional FM radio. 
   The podcasts are available for 
free at spokestreet.com. 

Ideas move to second 
phase of OSV Challenge
HUNTINGTON – OSV Institute for 
Catholic Innovation announces 
the next phase of this year’s OSV 
Challenge, a multi-round entre-
preneurial competition designed 
to incubate unique project ideas 
from Catholics whose faith has 
motivated them to make a dif-
ference. A record-breaking influx 
of nearly 600 applications were 
received between Feb. 1 and April 
2 from innovators eager to com-
pete for one of three prizes val-
ued at $100,000 each to advance 
their missions.  A total of 182 
applicants were selected to move 
forward to Round Two of the 
competition.  

“The OSV Challenge was cre-
ated because we believe the 
world is desperate for innova-
tive co-creation with our Creator,” 
asserted Jason Shanks, president 
of the OSV Institute for Catholic 
Innovation. “We are set on find-
ing great ideas by finding peo-
ple striving for greatness. Our 
mission is to discover and raise 
up Catholic innovators so that, 
through them and their initia-
tives, the Church can flourish, 
and the world can encounter 
Christ’s love.”

The OSV Challenge process 
serves the Church by continuing 
to reveal needs and trends based 

on the applications received. 
The top three self-identified cat-
egories from applicants included 
marriage/parenting, fine arts and 
Catholic education.

New themes also emerged 
from this year’s applicants. “We 
had proposals for innovation 
in seminary education, men-
tal health services, investment 
groups for Catholics and a vast 
range of other interesting topics,” 
said Matt Smith, director of stra-
tegic initiatives at OSV Institute 
for Catholic Innovation. “While 
we asked applicants to self-iden-
tify tracks in the application, we 
cast the innovation net wide, and 
we are glad we did. These ‘new 
themes’ reflect emerging needs 

within the Church and we want to 
ensure the Challenge is reflective 
of these.”

Challengers invited to move 
forward to round two of the con-
test are tasked with a new mis-
sion to advance their ideas such 
as developing a business model 
canvas and submitting an empa-
thy awareness video. Initiatives 
selected to move beyond round 
two will be invited to participate 
in a six-week accelerator program 
for a group of 24 semi-finalists 
that will offer the next-level pro-
fessional guidance, spiritual for-
mation, and personal develop-
ment needed to refine their mis-
sion for optimal impact on the 
Church and the world.

Find meaning,  
community as a 
Providence Associate
SAINT MARY-OF-THE-WOODS, 
Ind. — Women and men who are 
looking for spiritual enrichment, 
support, community or a sense of 
mission, or who are being called 
to a deeper relationship with the 
Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-
of-the-Woods, are invited become a 
Providence Associate. The applica-
tion deadline is May 31.

Providence Associates are 
women and men of faith, ages 18 
years and older, who share their 
own unique gifts and talents with 
others while sharing in the mis-
sion of the Sisters of Providence.

Accepted applicants spend a 
year meeting one-on-one on a 
regular basis with a Sister of 
Providence or another Providence 
Associate companion. During 
the meetings, the candidate and 
their companions learn and share 
about Providence Spirituality.

Accepted candidates attend an 
orientation at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods in November. Following 
the orientation, the candidate and 
companion usually meet once a 
month for the coming year.

Visit ProvidenceAssociates.org 
or contact Sister Sue Paweski 
at 312-909-7492 or spaweski@
spsmw.org to learn more.

Learning to ride a bike

Provided by Lois Widner

Students at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School, Fort Wayne, enjoyed special physical education lessons 
the week of May 3. The school is on a mission to teach kindergartners how to ride a bicycle in order 
to get them to be more active, increase balance and boost their confidence. The program included 
24 balance bikes, helmets, additional pedal kits, a teacher bike, training, curriculum and certifica-
tion and was funded by a generous donor.

Around the diocese

Provided by Becky Monin

As of this spring, diocesan seminarians Nicholas Monin, 
left, and Andrew Barnes are graduates of Simon Bruté 
College Seminary at Marian University in Indianapolis. The 
men will continue their formation in the fall.

Seminarians graduate from Marian

Dylan Maugel named Holy Cross College valedictorian
NOTRE DAME — Holy Cross 
College announced in May that 
Dylan Maugel is the 2021 Holy 
Cross College valedictorian. The 
Wakarusa native is double major-
ing in business and theology and 
minoring in philosophy.

During his time at Holy Cross 
College, he stayed active in vari-
ous areas of campus life.

“I am a resident assistant for 
Basil Hall, and I always desired to 
be an RA due to the opportunity it 
provides to grow in being a men-
tor and leader and the friendships 
that form within the RA team,” 
he said. “I am also co-chairman 
of the Social Concerns Committee 
in the Student Government 
Association. I chose to apply for 
the position because I always 
desire to serve the local commu-
nity and wanted to inspire others 

to be servant leaders as well.” 
Maugel is a lector, extraor-

dinary minister of holy 
Communion, a choir member, and 
he does many other small jobs 
that range from helping run Spes 
retreats to serving as a mentor for 
the summer Saints and Scholars 
program. 

“My involvement with campus 
ministry stems from my desire to 
be formed in both the heart and 
the mind and to challenge myself 
to grow in living out my faith. I 
am also a part of the University 
of Notre Dame’s Knights of 
Columbus Council. their liturgi-
cal choir and their Catechist 
Academy. My involvement in the 
tri-campus area has helped me 
create connections with a diverse 
population of students and to 
find ways in which I can demon-

strate my talents of singing and 
catechizing.”

He would like to become either 
a director of stewardship, a direc-
tor of new evangelization and 
discipleship, or a service-learning 
coordinator/instructor for a dio-
cese, parish or Catholic school.

“After I graduate, I will be 
serving as a Totus Tuus member 
for the Fort Wayne-South Bend 
diocese, where I will serve at sev-
eral parishes by hosting retreats 
for kids kindergarten through 
high school students. In August I 
will head to Denver, Colorado, to 
study theology at the Augustine 
Institute for two years to earn a 
Master of Arts in theology. Then, 
I plan to work in a diocese or 
parish in either the stewardship 
or evangelization sector,” said 
Maugel.
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Family, spiritual connections encouraged priests

Mark Hellinger and Brian 
Isenbarger, the two Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend semi-
narians being ordained May 22 
to the diaconate, may have 
taken different paths toward 
their goal of serving the Church 
through the holy priesthood. 
Nevertheless, they share many 
commonalities of the journey. 

Both were educated entirely 
through Catholic schools and, 
notably, both were influenced by 
priestly examples both outside of 
and within their families. Several 
of the diocesan men currently 
going undergoing formation in 
the seminary have expressed 
that the witness of strong, faith-
ful priests helped foster their 
own vocations as well. And 
sometimes, multiple religious 
vocations have emerged from 
large, extended families. The late 
Father Don Isenbarger was Brian 
Isenbarger’s great-uncle, and his 
cousin is Father Glenn Kohrman; 
Mark Hellinger is a cousin to 
Father John Delaney.

Isenbarger remembered his 
father, Bob, taking care of his 
great-uncle when his uncle’s 
health began to fail. He stated, 
“He had a love for Father Don; 

he took care of Father Don when 
(Father Don) was older and fail-
ing in health, so one of the early 
influences was just seeing him.” 

The care his father showed to 
his uncle spoke volumes to the 
younger man. To him, the exam-
ple was “a moment of fatherly 
love taking care of fatherly love. 
That was really beautiful.”

Though he was been assigned 
to parishes in South Bend for 
many of Hellinger’s formative 
years, Father Delaney’s vocation 
has been a witness for his first 
cousin once removed. “He’s kind 
of always been around in my 
family,” Hellinger remarked.

Other diocesan priests also 
have served as role models 
for the men; the priests at the 
parishes to which they were 
assigned, certainly, although oth-
ers stand out in their minds too. 
Both Hellinger and Isenbarger 
recall, for example, how the posi-

tive example presented to them 
by Father Benjamin Muhlenkamp 
roused their inclination toward 
the priesthood. 

Hellinger shared that when 
Father Muhlenkamp became a 
chaplain at Bishop Luers High 
School in Fort Wayne, “he and I 
became close, just talking about 
the priesthood and things and 
his just being kind of a joyful 
witness of someone who had just 
been ordained and was loving 
his life.” 

Father Muhlenkamp blessed 
Isenbarger’s engagement, 
and later went on to write his 
entrance letter for the seminary.

Beginning their studies at 
seminary brought them into con-
tact with a larger circle of inspir-
ing priests. 

“Your horizon of influen-
tial priests just exponentially 
increases,” Hellinger explained. 
“It’s been a great blessing to 

get to know a lot of the priests 
and just be encouraged by being 
slowly brought into that really 
close fraternity of priests serv-
ing our diocese, but also priests 
and seminarians from other dio-
ceses.”

Having a brotherhood of 
priests who can support and 
assist each other emotionally, 
spiritually and practically is criti-
cal for them to be able to fulfil 
the role God has given them, 
the two seminarians said. Even 
though they have been study-
ing half a world away from each 
other, Hellinger and Isenbarger 
maintain one such close friend-
ship. Isenbarger says that 
Hellinger, “is one of my best 
friends.” They take part in a fra-
ternal group together and remain 
in close contact through phone 
calls and texts.

Hellinger stressed the need for 
the fraternal bonds that are creat-

ed in seminary. “During the sum-
mers, people might be shocked 
to find out exactly how much we 
hang out. I think that sometimes 
we seminarians, some priests and 
also laypeople can picture priests 
as the “ubermensche”: totally 
independent. My seminary experi-
ence has been one of recognizing 
exactly how human priests are 
and how much of a benefit that 
friendship is.”

“That’s one of the things we 
really want to try to continue 
into priesthood is building a 
culture of priestly fraternity,” 
Isenbarger commented. “Without 
the fraternity at seminary, it’d be 
a pretty tough road to go.”

Because of his previous work 
with youth groups, Isenbarger 
understands how critical it is for 
priests to serve as role models 
for potential priestly candidates. 
“That was very big for me also 
vocationally, seeing the priest at 
retreats and youth group stuff. 
Just being there and being pres-
ent was big.

“If we get a lot of young 
priests out there in parishes, I 
think we’ll continue to see more 
and more guys discern a voca-
tion and enter seminary.” 

BY JENNIFER BARTON

“He (Father Muhlenkamp) and I became close, just talking about the 
priesthood and things and his just being kind of a joyful witness of 
someone who had just been ordained and was loving his life.” 
                                                               — Mark Hellinger
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Hellinger eager to ‘live  
out the vocation’

It was early in life that Mark Hellinger, 
who will be ordained to the diaconate 
May 22, first felt the call to the priest-

hood: Probably too early to guarantee a 
future in Roman collars. 

“When I was really young, I think 
maybe three or four, I started telling peo-
ple I wanted to be a priest,” he recalled. 
Preschoolers are infamous for changing 
their minds, but Hellinger also asked to 
receive chasubles for Christmas when he 
was in the second grade. He began acting 
out the Mass in his home. 

Through his years of schooling at 
St. Joseph-St. Elizabeth School in Fort 
Wayne — which later separated into St. 
Joseph School and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
School — intellectual pursuits dangled 
other career options before him, includ-
ing lawyer and software engineer. But the 
pull toward the priesthood returned when 
he was a student at Bishop Luers High 
School. 

“In my junior year, some things started 
coming back up. I’m grateful for the theol-
ogy department I had at Luers. The teach-
ers helped me to intellectually fall in love 
with the Church.”

There were a couple of events that 
Hellinger recognized as defining moments 
in his discernment process. 

While helping one of his teachers after 
school one day, he met her brother, Father 
William Sullivan, for the first time. As the 
young Hellinger went to shake the priest’s 
hand, “He just looked at me and kind of 
stopped and said, ‘Oh, this one’s going 
to be a priest, I can see it in his eyes.’ 
Unbeknownst to him, I had been having 
this existential crisis about what to do 
with my life and the fact that I thought I 
was being called to be a priest, but at the 
time I didn’t want to be a priest.”

That same year, he attended the events 
of the National March for Life and felt a 
stirring in his heart watching the seminar-
ians, priests and bishops process into the 
Mass for Life. After that, he began having 
monthly conversations about his poten-
tial vocation with the pastor of his home 
parish of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, who at 
the time was Father Jim Schafer. Father 
Schafer had a positive impact on his dis-
cernment process. 

“Father Jim was actually my child-
hood image of priest, along with Father 
Timothy Wrozek, who was pastor at St. 
Joseph,” Hellinger said. During his last 
two years of high school, Father Benjamin 
Muhlenkamp was assigned to be a chap-
lain at Bishop Luers and became another 
example of priestly virtue; a “joyful 
witness of someone who had just been 
ordained and was loving his life.”

Hellinger went from high school to the 
seminary, spending two years each at the 
Pontifical College Josephinum and Bishop 
Simon Bruté College Seminary before 
being asked by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
if he would like to study at the Pontifical 
North American College in Rome. 

Studying in Rome has been a great 
blessing, Hellinger said. During his time 
there he has been able to view the final 
resting places of saints such as St. Philip 
Neri, and study in Italian. It is challenging 

at times, he said, 
but the intellectual 
life has always 
been a great draw. 

“I love the 
intellectual pat-
rimony of the 
Church and so 
I like investing 
in that heavily. I 
love talking with 
people, explaining 
things or dealing 
with questions 
or problems; it’s 
something that 
gives me a lot of life.” In fact, one of the 
things he looks forward to as a priest is 
having those deep conversations with his 
parishioners and being able to explain to 
them the truths of the faith in a way that 
they can understand and relate to.

Normally, priestly candidates who are 
studying in Rome are ordained to the 
diaconate there in the fall. But last July 
Hellinger’s father, Mark, passed away. 
That, combined with pandemic travel 
restrictions, prompted Bishop Rhoades to 
allow him the option of being ordained at 
home. This way, his mother, Karen, and 
his three older sisters could attend.

Even though his father will not be 
physically present on the day of his ordi-
nation to the diaconate, “He’ll be there in 
my prayers. I’m very aware of the ways in 
which he kind of formed me as a man, for 
good and for bad, as any parents do. So, 
I think that his presence is still known to 
me in the way that I am, the way that I 
see things, the way that I kind of ground 
my identity as a man: as a son of him, 
and also the Father.”

Hellinger has been guided in his 
discernment by his confirmation saint, 
Thomas More, whose views on individual 
holiness struck a chord. “We don’t pur-
sue priesthood or pursue religious life or 
pursue marriage because we think it will 
make us holy; we pursue it because God 
is asking us to do it. He’s calling us there, 
and that’s what the opportunity for holi-
ness is,” Hellinger said.

He eagerly awaits the opportunity to 
serve the people of God as a priest, though 
with a full understanding of the difficul-
ties a priest faces in the modern world. 

“It gives me a lot of joy to spend time 
with people, to find out about them, listen 
to their stories and their experiences, but 
also to offer them the concrete grace of 
the sacraments. To be able to do that full-
time — living out the vocation — I look 
forward to that.”

Isenbarger ‘ready to get  
to work’ as deacon

Baseball and marriage seemed to lie 
in Brian Isenbarger’s future, until 
several years ago God tapped him 

on the shoulder and sent him in a differ-
ent direction. 

Isenbarger attended St. John the 
Baptist School and then Bishop Dwenger 
High School in Fort Wayne. As a col-
lege student playing baseball for the 
University of Saint Francis, he began to 
hear the stirrings of a calling to the priest-
hood on a trip to Florida. 

“I always 
wanted to be 
playing baseball 
down in Florida 
in college, and I 
had this moment 
of thinking ‘some-
thing’s missing,’” 
stated Isenbarger. 
He is now a can-
didate for ordina-
tion to the diacon-
ate. 

What was 
missing was 
God’s will for 
his vocation. 

But it wasn’t an immediate step from 
that moment to the seminary, however. 
Returning to Fort Wayne, he became more 
involved in campus ministry at USF and 
with the youth group at Our Lady of Good 
Hope Parish. He even switched his degree 
from health and physical education to 
theology. “I realized I needed to give my 
life a little more to the Lord.”

He became so involved in his faith, 
including attending daily Mass on cam-
pus, that others began to ask if he was 
going to become a priest, which he ada-
mantly denied. He confessed that he was 
running from God’s call. 

“I was putting priesthood off, but I 
look back and remember that even when 
I was in eighth grade, my classmates 
would call me ‘Father’; they could see it 
in me.” At the time, he still saw himself 
getting married and teaching or working 
in ministry. In fact, while in adoration 
one day, he remembers asking God why 
he couldn’t date both of the female USF 
students who were also present in the 
chapel and seated in the front row. 

“His response in the depths of my 
heart was, ‘Well, Brian, you can love 
them both as a Father.’ It was just — jar-
ring.” 

Still, he soon found himself in a seri-
ous relationship with one of them. The 
couple was six months away from their 
wedding when the call to priesthood came 
back, stronger than ever. 

“It wouldn’t go away, so we 
eventually called off the wedding. 
I told her I think God wants me 
to be a priest. To her credit, she 
said, ‘Brian, if God wants you to 
be a priest, you need to go be a 
priest.’”

Isenbarger had no idea how to 
go about becoming a priest. After 
a trip to Assisi, Italy, his senior 
year of college, he considered join-
ing a Franciscan order, though 

he eventually decided against it. After 
working in youth ministry at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish in Carmel and earning 
his master’s degree online through St. 
Joseph’s College of Maine, he returned to 
the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend 
and spent a year as a substitute teacher 
in the Catholic schools. In 2016, he began 
his seminary studies at Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

Ironically, coming into the seminary a 
little older than some of his peers put him 
in the position of having known several 
of the other seminarians when they were 
youths, having mentored them as a col-
lege student. Father Spenser St. Louis and 
Deacon Logan Parrish were both involved 
in youth group retreats that he assisted 
in, and Father Thomas Zehr participated 
in Wildcat baseball when Isenbarger first 
started coaching.

Looking back, he said he can see the role 
Catholic education played in his vocation. 

“You were just kind of immersed 
in that environment, and it really did 
become kind of second nature. I’m a big 
beneficiary of it. I’m very grateful to my 
parents because they made sacrifices 
to make it happen. I’m very thankful to 
them.” 

A native of New Haven, Isenbarger 
is the second son of Bob and Nan 
Isenbarger. They have been very sup-
portive during his discernment process as 
well, he added, from his engagement to 
joining the seminary.

Throughout his life, God used different 
influences such as these to nudge him 
ever closer to his vocation, Isenbarger 
said. “The Lord was always consistently 
leading me along, kind of asking me for 
more.” 

He expressed feeling a certain restless-
ness before coming to the seminary. “It’s 
not paradise out here, but it has been a 
place of peace as far as knowing where 
I’m supposed to be.”

As a future priest, he longs to say 
Mass and hear confessions. At a confer-
ence he attended years ago, he received 
a prayer card: “It was the story of St. 
Francis kissing the hands of a priest 
because those were the hands that 
brought heaven to earth in the Eucharist. 
I remember being very moved by that.” 

He plans to engage heavily in youth 
programs after ordination, since he has 
already spent so much time working with 
young people and benefitted from similar 
programs himself.

What he loves most about the Catholic 
Church is that it professes the truth of 
Jesus Christ. 

“We have 2,000-plus years of history. 
Obviously it hasn’t been a perfect history 
by any stretch of the imagination, but 
that the Church is still here and that it is 
still Christ’s body working in the world ... . 
Christ is still alive, and He’s working in 
His Church.”

He and fellow seminarian Mark 
Hellinger eagerly look forward to their 
ordination day. Isenbarger stated, “It’s 
what we’re meant to do, so we want to do 
it. It’s going to be one of if not the happi-
est day of our life.”

M E E T  T H E  D E A C O N S

MARK HELLINGER

BRIAN ISENBARGER

Both men will be ordained to the diaconate  
during a Mass at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception, Fort Wayne,  
at 11 a.m. Saturday, May 22. 

To view a livestream of the Mass, visit  
diocesefwsb.org at that time.



May 23, 2021T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C 10

Special Edition • Not Currently Subscribed? Visit TodaysCatholic.org • $20 Annual Print Subscription • FREE Digital Subscription

1922 19741927 1947 1996 20171967 2021

looking back…

As Catholic Charities approaches our 100th anniversary in 2022, we are 

collecting stories from past and present individuals, couples and families we 

have served to help us celebrate this big milestone. We want to hear how 

Catholic Charities has made an impact on YOU! If you are a past employee, 

board member or volunteer, or have you received services from any of our past 

or present programs, please share your story with us at 

www.ccfwsb.org/share-your-story.

SHARE YOUR STORY
HELP US CELEBRATE OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY.

• Birthing the Vision

• Children’s Cottage

• Circle of Mercy Day Care Center

• Foster Parent Training 
Program (1997)

• Faith Based Initiative Program

• Home Visitor Program

• Adoption

• Assistance with rent, 
food or utilities

• Backpack program

• Christmas program

• Counseling

• Coats program

• Disaster Relief

• ECHO (Education Creates 
Hope and Opportunity)

• Food Pantry

• Hispanic Health Advocate

• Immigration Services

• Pregnancy Counseling

• Refugee Services

• RSVP 
(Retired Senior Volunteer Program)

• Services to Survivors of Human 
Trafficking

• SCSEP (Senior Community 
Services Employment Program)

• VITA Tax

• Youth Mentoring

past programs

current programs

Launch the Hope to Healing Initiative 
to bring professional mental health 

counseling to the diocese

Admit the first resident to 
the St. Anne Retirement 

Community

Open an office in South Bend 
to better meet the needs of the 

West Region

Open Associated Catholic 
Charities, which is formed by 

Bishop Herman Alerding

Begin adoption counseling 
for moms

Establish the Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program

 Launch Education Creates 
Hope and Opportunity (ECHO) 
to assist pregnant teen moms

Open an outpatient 
addiction treatment 

program in South Bend

• Project Rachel

• Saint Anne's Home (1967-2015)

• Summer Enrichment Program

• The Rainbows Program

• Ten-O-Four Home

• Villa of the Woods in Fort Wayne

• Vincent House in Elkhart
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into three age groups for elemen-
tary students: first and second 
grade, third and fourth, and 
fifth and sixth. Middle and high 
school students attend evening 
sessions. 

The middle and high school 
students delve deeper into apolo-
getics and even have an oppor-
tunity to ask the missionaries 
anonymous questions on the last 
evening. Schleitwiler said this 
helps students relate to the faith 
because, “They’re asking people 
who aren’t that much older than 
they are, especially the high 
school kids.”

“The neat thing about it is it’s 
a six-year rotating curriculum, so 
the theory behind that is if you 
started the day program in first 
grade, you would hear the entire 
curriculum in the day program,” 
she further explained. “And 
when you get to the evening 
program, from 7-12 grade, you’ll 
hear the whole curriculum again. 
So that way, you’ll hear it twice.” 

Skits and humor are tools 
the missionaries use to reach 
younger generations. The chil-
dren get to participate in fun 
outdoor activities, including a 
water fight at the end of the 
week. Schleitwiler said learning 
about the Catholic faith “should 
be beautiful and fun. It should 
be an incredible discovery.”

Typically, Totus Tuus tries to 
recruit local college students and 

seminarians to serve as the mis-
sionaries because they are closer 
in age to the youths than adult 
educators. Director of Youth 
Ministry John Pratt helped hire 
the four young missionaries for 
this year’s program and will be 
supporting them in their work 
throughout the summer. He was 
thrilled to report that “all four 
are studying at Catholic universi-
ties, which is such a blessing for 
our diocese. They are folks with 
a heart for the Lord.” 

He asked: “Pray for our mis-
sionaries,” as they are prepar-
ing to engage in what is “hard 
work.” 

Pratt will experience the pro-
gram himself for the first time 
this year. He expects it to benefit 
the diocese as well as the college 
students who will experience 
faith life in different areas and 
learn collaborative skills for their 

personal development. “I can’t 
wait to see how it all rolls out.”

Young men coming out of 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland, are 
learning about Totus Tuus from 
their fellow seminarians, par-
ticularly those from the Diocese 
of Peoria. Schleitwiler explained 
that seminarians in that dio-
cese are required to complete a 
summer assignment with Totus 
Tuus, and they tell their class-
mates at the seminary about it. 
It has been met with enthusiasm 
by those in formation from the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend.

They aren’t the only ones 
enthusiastic about it. Teen vol-
unteers always seem to crop up 
when Schleitwiler asks for help. 
She shared how once they begin 
attending the evening program, 
teens will often come back to aid 

with the younger students dur-
ing the day, even though that 
means they’re expected to arrive 
early in the morning.

Having younger people lead 
the program as well as volun-
teering to help makes a tremen-
dous difference to the children 
going through it. Melissa Smith, 
parishioner at St. Jude and moth-
er of four, three of whom have 
participated in years prior, is 
looking forward to another year 
of Totus Tuus. She is especially 
grateful for the college students 
who give of themselves to teach 
the young participants. 

“I think the kids really liked it 
more because I think the closer 
age, instead of adults teaching 
things that they are just learning 
at that point. These kids, these 
teenagers that do this, have been 
trained to do this. And so, it 
makes it a definite step above a 
regular vacation Bible school.”

Her oldest will be in sixth 
grade this year, and Smith 
stated that Totus Tuus helps 
her daughter to engage with the 
Catholic faith. 

“I think it goes back to the 
skits; they always have some 
kind of lesson or purpose, 
something that pertains to our 
Catholic faith. A lot of times it’s 
hard to get kids that age excited 
about it, because there’s so much 
they don’t understand.”

But when the missionaries 
are young enough to relate well 
to the students and make learn-

ing the faith fun and lively, that 
makes all the difference in the 
world. “It’s fulfilling seeing them 
get interested in their faith in 
creative ways,” Smith added.

Parish support is also neces-
sary for the success of Totus 
Tuus. Schleitwiler estimates 
that around 25-40 parishioners 
volunteer to assist with the 
program. Two families host the 
team members for a week, one 
household for each gender; they 
provide sleeping quarters, bath-
room facilities and a light break-
fast. Five families host a dinner 
for the missionaries each night, 
while still others bring lunches 
during the day. 

Schleitwiler would love to 
see St. Jude offer a parishwide 
potluck with the missionaries. 
All these methods of helping 
“gives more people in the parish 
a chance to understand what the 
missionaries do.”

According to Schleitwiler, 
additional parishes wanted to 
bring Totus Tuus to their area, 
but they had limited spaces. She 
is already looking to next year 
and an increased expansion 
of the program in the diocese, 
expecting that it may see enough 
growth to produce two teams. 
She also hopes to have at least 
one seminarian serve on next 
year’s team and help spread the 
word throughout parishes. 

TOTUS TUUS, from page 4

Provided by Julie Schleitwiler

A Totus Tuus pre-
school class poses 
for a photo on 
the playground 
at St. Jude. Even 
young children 
are able to join 
the fun and 
learn about the 
mysteries of the 
rosary at Totus 
Tuus summer 
catechetical  
program.
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CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES!

ONCE A KNIGHT — ALWAYS A KNIGHT
BISHOP LUERS HIGH SCHOOL
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Congratulations to the Class of 2021
Valedictorian  
Samuel Hall

Samuel Hall, valedictorian of 
this year’s graduating class at 
Bishop Luers High School, Fort 
Wayne, tried to immerse himself 
in academic and extracurricular 
activities as much as possible 
during his time in high school. 

Hall played soccer for four 
years and was a captain his 
senior year; basketball for two 
years, “despite being the smallest 
in the grade”; he swam for two 
years and played baseball for 
one year, golf his senior year. He 
was involved as a senator in stu-
dent government for two years, 
National Honor Society for three 
years, a student ambassador for 
four years, Academic Super Bowl 
for three years and went to state 
for the interdisciplinary team.

He was a leader his senior 
year of Sodalitas, the school’s 
community-building program. 
Outside of school, Hall played 
travel soccer, earned his Eagle 
Scout badge and worked at his 
father’s restaurant.

St. John the Baptist was 

Salutatorian  
Lillian Holzinger

Growing up at SS. Peter and 
Paul Parish in Huntington, 
Lillian Holzinger learned that 
her academic education and her 
faith went hand in hand. She 
attended Huntington Catholic 
School before moving on to 
Bishop Luers High School in 
Fort Wayne four years ago, and 
at both schools grew in wisdom 
and in the Spirit. 

Holzinger is this year’s school 

Bishop Luers High School —

SAMUEL HALL LILLIAN HOLZINGER

Hall’s grade school. Now, after 
graduating from high school 
with a 4.486 GPA, he will head 
to Purdue University to study 
mechanical engineering.

What he will remember most 
about high school are the friend-
ships he has made, he said. 

“Hanging out on the week-
ends, going to get food, just hav-
ing fun inside and out of school 
are the times I won’t forget. And 
thinking back to four years ago, 
I didn’t know most of them. So, 
my most treasured memories of 
high school are the relationships 
I’ve made, and the good times 
I’ve had with all of them.”

Attending a Catholic high 
school provides different oppor-
tunities to express one’s faith 
than are present in a public high 
school, Hall reflected: Monthly 
Mass, confession and adoration 
and religion class were the obvi-
ous ones, and not things to be 
taken for granted. 

“Experiencing your faith in 
school, especially with your 
peers is a powerful concept too. 
However, the faith lived through-
out the classroom setting is what 
most influenced me. Catholic 
values are shared among many 
students and teachers, making 
everyone a friend and someone 
who is open to talk with. This 
idea of a ‘community’ and ‘fam-
ily’ environment is created by a 
shared Catholic faith. 

“My faith has contributed to 
and grown from my High School 
experience, and I wouldn’t have 
designed it any other way,” he 
shared.

Hall’s hobbies and interests 
are concentrated in the area of 
music: piano and guitar, mainly. 
He also loves playing soccer with 
his siblings. He enjoys build-
ing things, a hobby he said was 
“foreshadowed by my obsession 
with Legos as a kid, leading me 
into a career where I can build 
more stuff — engineering.”

salutatorian, having achieved a 
4.452 GPA. She plans to major 
in biochemistry at Villanova 
University in the fall.

“Attending a Catholic school, 
I feel as though I have been able 
to grow closer to God through my 
education, which is something I 
could not have experienced any-
where else,” she said. “I can free-
ly talk about my faith with other 
people at school and have mean-
ingful connections with them 
through God. I believe my high 
school experience has allowed me 
to grow in my faith through my 
service to others and has enabled 
me to grow as a person in gener-
al. My faith has been influenced 
by my high school experience and 
my high school experience has 
also been influenced by my faith: 
I have always strived to take 
God’s path for me throughout my 
school years.”

She enjoys music, especially 
singing and playing the piano. 
Participating in a variety of dif-
ferent choirs has always been 
important to her. Holzinger has 
been involved in the choir and 
served as a cantor at SS. Peter 
and Paul for the past six years, 
and she participated in the 
Community Choirs of Huntington 
County for 10 years. 

At Bishop Luers she joined the 
cross-country team her sopho-

more year and was named a cap-
tain her senior year: In addition 
to running cross-country, she was 
a member of the track team her 
sophomore and junior years. She 
became a member of the National 
Honor Society her junior year 
and was elected to serve as the 
secretary as a senior. She joined 
Knight Stars, the show choir girls’ 
group, her sophomore and junior 
years, and joined a mixed group, 
the Minstrels, her senior year. She 
participated in Academic Super 
Bowl for three years and was a 
member of the Math Team in 
10th and 11th grade, the English 
Team in 11th and 12th grade and 
the Science Team in 12th grade.

“I love to explore my artistic 
side and create drawings, paint-
ings, and other art projects in my 
free time,” she shared. “I enjoy 
running as well and hope to be 
able to continue running recre-
ationally in college.”

She has created many memo-
ries throughout high school that 
she will carry with her forever, 
she said.

“Over the years, my team-
mates and choirmates have 
become some of my closest 
friends. I will always remember 
the experience of going to semi-
state as a cross-country team, 
and how much fun we had run-
ning together.”
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Congratulations

Saint Joseph High School

Class of 2021

We can't wait to see what you do next!

Congratulations to the Class of 2021
Valedictorian 
Jonathan Liu

Jonathan Liu has earned rec-
ognition as the 2021 valedicto-
rian at Saint Joseph High School, 
South Bend. Liu achieved a 
4.514 GPA and plans to attend 
Columbia University in the fall 
to study physics.

Liu worships at St. Matthew 
Cathedral Parish. During his 
Catholic high school career, 
he said the Church’s teaching 
that there is concrete truth and 
meaning in the world changed 
the way he saw and interacted 
with the world around him. 

“I entered school activities, 
my spiritual life and the class-
room with the faith that God 
intended for me to be there, 
and that there was something 
special to be gained each day,” 
Liu shared. The belief that there 
are forces greater than what I 
could understand inspired me 
to improve my understanding of 
reality each day, and I’ve learned 
to see so much more through the 
lens of my Catholic faith.”

“My faith has also taught 
me to believe that difficulties 
are a necessary part of God’s 
greater design, and that the 
reason for them will be revealed 
in time,” he said. “This attitude 
of patience and trust has helped 
me tremendously in handling 
the confusing events of the past 

Salutatorian Joseph 
Maffetone

Saint Joseph High School 
salutatorian Joseph Maffetone, 
of Edwardsburg, Michigan, plans 
to head to the University of 
Michigan this fall to study com-
puter engineering — a subject 
he has prepared well for during 
the last four years. He intends to 
use what he learns in the field of 
study to be of service to his fel-
low man.

Saint Joseph High School —

JONATHAN LIU JOSEPH MAFFETONE

year and inspired me to search 
for God’s providence in every 
event.”

As a young student, Liu was 
home-schooled. Once he entered 
high school, he appreciated that 
Saint Joseph’s focus on service 
offered opportunities to put his 
faith into practice and help the 
most vulnerable in society. 

“Volunteering at the Catholic 
Charities food pantry allowed me 
to serve the poor and less fortu-
nate,” he offered as an example. 
He has volunteered with the 
organization for four years.

Liu is a four-year member of 
Right to Life Michiana and has 
attended the National March for 
Life for three years. “It was truly 
special to be able to actively pro-
mote the sanctity and dignity of 
every human life,” he said. 

He is an altar server at St. 
Matthew and been involved in 
Boy Scouts, recently earning the 
rank of Eagle Scout. His Eagle 
Scout service project was to help 
build shelves to store donations 
for Hannah’s House, a local 
maternity home.

Playing doubles in tennis 
occupied some of Liu’s free time 
during the four years of high 
school. He also sprinted for the 
school’s track and field team 
this year and served as captain 
of the Quiz Bowl team. He has 
conducted physics and chemis-
try research with professors at 
the University of Notre Dame. 
Outside of school, he watched 
and played sports. He is an avid 
Notre Dame football fan. 

He enjoys the outdoors and 
loves spending time with friends 
and family on camping and 
beach trips.  

Some of Liu’s favorite high 
school memories are of his ten-
nis team’s tug of war competi-
tions and senior night, he said. 
“I also cherish my trips on the 
March for Life, and especially 
remember the bus rides, tours 
of D.C., and enormous crowds 
marching for the pro-life cause.” 
He added that he also enjoyed 
the school’s pep rallies, as well 
as cheering in the student sec-
tions for Saint Joseph’s basket-
ball and football teams.

The faith instilled in 
Maffetone while he was grow-
ing up as a member of St. Pius X 
Parish in Granger and attending 
the parish school has been a sig-
nificant part of his high school 
career, he said — especially as 
he has become a part of the com-
munity at Saint Joseph. 

“I’ve been inspired by all 
the people I’ve met both at 
school and throughout our local 
community who have taken 
their faith and truly lived by it 
through service, he said. I’ve 
truly enjoyed all the opportuni-
ties I’ve had to serve through my 
school in our various community 
service projects. I know that my 
high school experience has been 
crucial in shaping my desire to 
use my career as an engineer 
first and foremost to help oth-
ers.” 

At Saint Joseph, Maffetone 
earned a 4.477 GPA. He was a 
member of the Quiz Bowl and 
Mathletes teams as well as part 
of National Honor Society and 
Spanish Honor Society. Outside 
of school, he is involved with a 
community-based FIRST robot-
ics team (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and 
Technology) as both a subteam 
leader in several areas as well as 
through volunteering as a part of 

the center. He also served as vice 
president of the FIRST Indiana 
student board of directors. 

During the summer, he 
had the opportunity to intern 
at Brookhaven National 
Laboratory’s High School 
Research Program as well as 
the University of Notre Dame’s 
Quarknet program. “I really 
enjoyed the experience and inter-
est I was able to gain in research 
from these experiences,” he said.

“I’m very interested in pro-
gramming and electronics and 
have enjoyed working on per-
sonal projects in my free time. I 
also really enjoy music and hope 
to pick up playing an instrument 
again in college.”

His favorite high school mem-
ory is probably winning the state 
championship with his robotics 
team, he said, and then traveling 
with them to the world cham-
pionship in 2019. “I also really 
value the all-day programming/
math competitions I’ve attended 
with close friends from school 
and the memories made during 
them, as well as dances over the 
years.”

By Jodi Marlin
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Salutatorian  
Benjamin Hoffman

Benjamin Hoffman, saluta-
torian of this year’s senior class 
at Bishop Dwenger High School, 
Fort Wayne, has worked hard 
during high school to prepare 
for a higher education path 
in finance. He will study at 
Villanova University this fall.

A St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
School graduate, Hoffman said 
that after attending Bishop 
Dwenger — and especially 
through the theology classes he 
took every semester — his knowl-
edge of the Catholic faith and 

beliefs has grown tremendously.
“At Bishop Dwenger, we are 

collectively known as Citizens of 
Two Worlds, acting both as stu-
dents in modern society as well 
as children of God. My faith has 
allowed me to grow and acknowl-
edge that my education will ben-
efit others outside of myself; this 
will hopefully be seen through my 
future endeavors.” 

He said he feels he has been 
blessed with the opportunity to 
pray before each and every class, 
partake in the sacrament of rec-
onciliation regularly and grow 
in faith with his peers. “Without 
the Catholic identity that perme-
ates throughout this building, 
I am not sure where I would 
be as a person, much less as a 
scholar.”

As a way of living out his 
faith, Hoffman volunteered at 
the Ave Maria Shelter for all 
four years of high school. “I 
have always been involved in 
this organization, at least since 
elementary school, enjoying 
the relationships I developed as 
well as the experience of mak-
ing and serving food and being 
the Easter Bunny, among other 
activities,” he said.

After school, Hoffman was 
involved in several clubs and 
sports. During a year with Future 
Business Leaders of America, he 
became the No. 2 Krispy Kreme 
doughnut seller and placed 
in several competitions at the 
State Leadership Conference in 

Indianapolis. In Apologetics Club, 
he attended a weekly discussion 
where he learned more about the 
defenses of the Catholic faith. 
Being invited to join National 
Honor Society, in which he 
participated for two years and 
served as treasurer for one, was 
“a tremendous honor.” 

Hoffman played basketball at 
Bishop Dwenger for two years on 
the freshman and junior varsity 
teams. He played varsity tennis 
for one year, becoming sectional 
champion. He was Academic 
All-State Host at Casa Ristoranti 
during his junior and senior 
years as well. And while he spent 
a good amount of time studying, 
outside of school, he said he still 
enjoys spending time with his 
family, playing sports, dabbling 
in sports memorabilia and some 
videogames and binge-watching 
of TV shows. 

He will take away from high 
school memories of his experi-
ence playing basketball his fresh-
man and sophomore years, as 
well as his senior tennis experi-
ence. 

“The chicken wraps offered 
every day in the cafeteria defi-
nitely will also always permeate 
throughout my recollection of 
high school,” he added. He said 
he will also remember “the tre-
mendous academic experience, 
along with the marvelous teach-
ers that I was so blessed to have 
all four years.”

Bishop Dwenger High School —
Valedictorian  
Grayson Gabet

Faith is an integral focus of 
education at Bishop Dwenger 
High School, said 2021 class 
valedictorian Grayson Gabet. 
Helping others in this capacity 
was a positive push for him to 
leave his comfort zone. 

“I was able to see what we 
learn Sunday at Mass and in 
every theology class: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
(Mk 12:31)

In addition to theology class-
es, Bishop Dwenger students are 
required to do service work in 
the community as a part of their 
grade. Gabet volunteered at the 
Franciscan Center Family Thrift 
store in Fort Wayne for two 
months in 2018 and two months 
in 2019, cleaning and organizing 
the storefront, sorting donated 
items and helping elsewhere 
when needed. 

A member of St. Jude Parish, 
he became involved with the St. 
Jude Youth Ministry Mission Trip 
in 2017, 2018 and 2019, also 
lending a hand at various orga-
nizations, small parishes and 
charities in the Fort Wayne and 
South Bend areas. 

“My experiences of helping 
others allowed me to put my 
faith and my Catholic education 
into action. These opportuni-
ties that I had showed me that I 
would like to carry my Catholic 
identity into my next level of 
education and into my career as 
well,” he said, looking back.

“Helping others has a won-
derful, two-sided benefit that is 
often overlooked,” he explained. 
“We give our help to others, but 
in turn, we are able to help our-
selves by remaining humble and 
keeping Jesus’ words close at 
heart as we help all of our neigh-
bors. I’m seeking a higher educa-
tion at the University of Notre 
Dame to further my Catholic edu-
cation and to nurture a Christian 
worldview that I can take to my 
future jobs, remembering to do 
good in the world and actually 
live the teachings that we hear.” 

His favorite memories of high 
school come from being in class-
es with teachers who made the 
day fun. “Many of my teachers 
have great personalities, which 
makes each day engaging.” 

Additionally, the school’s 
annual Tournament Day has 
been a source of fond memories 
for Gabet. On that day, students 
take a break from studies and 
enjoy time with friends, play 
games and watch each other 
compete in tournaments.

At Bishop Dwenger, Gabet 
excelled at extracurricular activi-
ties. Freshman year, he joined 
Key Club. By graduation, he had 
been a four-year member of the 
Social Studies Team. He joined 
Scrabble Club, acting as presi-
dent this year, Future Business 
Leaders of America and Spanish 
Club. During his junior and 
senior years he served on the 
student council and participated 
in National Honor Society. This 
year, he served as senior class 
vice president and director of 
attendance and participated on 
the Math Team. 

In his free time, he likes to 
practice the trumpet, play video 
games, read fiction and nonfic-
tion, go on bike rides, hang out 
with friends and study foreign 
languages.

Gabet intends to study busi-
ness analytics and international 
business at the University of 
Notre Dame this fall. 

GRAYSON GABET BENJAMIN HOFFMAN

CONGRATULATIONS
to graduates of the Catholic high schools of the  

Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend.
We admire your accomplishments and pray God  

will remain with you as you continue your journey!

Bishop Luers High School, Fort Wayne
Baccalaureate Mass: 10 a.m. May 28 at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Parish, Fort Wayne. Celebrant: Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
Commencement: 8 p.m. May 28 at Parkview Field, Fort Wayne

Marian High School, South Bend
Baccalaureate Mass: 7 p.m. May 27 at St. Pius X Parish, 
Granger. Celebrant: Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
Commencement: 7 p.m. May 28 at Morris Performing Arts 
Center, South Bend

Saint Joseph High School, South Bend
Baccalaureate Mass: 7 p.m. May 25 at St. Pius X Parish, 
Granger. Celebrant: Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
Commencement: 2 p.m. May 30 at Morris Performing Arts 
Center, South Bend

Bishop Dwenger High School, Fort Wayne
Baccalaureate Mass: 4 p.m. May 28 at Bishop Dwenger High 
School, Fort Wayne. Celebrant: Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
Commencement: Immediately following the Mass May 28 at 
Bishop Dwenger High School, Fort Wayne

YOUR NEWS. WHEREVER YOU ARE.

GET THE FREE DIGITAL EDITION
TodaysCatholic.org/Subscribe
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Congratulations
May God’s Grace      
   be with the  
     Graduating  
        Class of 2021

Co-salutatorian  
Regan Burns

Attending Marian High School 
in Mishawaka, following an 
elementary and middle school 
education at St. Thomas the 
Apostle School in Elkhart and St. 
Pius X School in Granger, was 
the fulfillment of a deep dedica-
tion to the Catholic faith for co-
salutatorian Regan Burns. 

“Although I went to Catholic 
school before Marian, I had 
never been fully immersed in my 
faith,” she said. “I have learned 
so much about what it means to 
be Catholic.”

Marian allowed her to flour-
ish and grow closer to God and 
to her community through acts 
of service such as the school’s 
annual service days. 

“I have been blessed with the 
opportunity to make friends who 
helped to develop my values, 
and to learn from teachers who 
showed the love of God each and 
every day, working hard for our 
benefit,” she shared. “Marian 
has taught me how to continue 
to spread the love of Christ even 
beyond my high school years 

Valedictorian  
Kathleen Hicks

Kathleen Hicks has earned the 
honor of being the Marian High 
School valedictorian, placing first 
in her class with a GPA of 4.680. 
She will attend the University 
of Notre Dame this fall; and 
although currently undecided 
about a specific career, she 
intends to major in finance and 
accounting.  

Before coming to the 
Mishawaka school, Hicks 
attended St. Joseph Grade School 
in South Bend. She believes the 
main reason she is where she 
is today is due to her elevated 
faith life, especially during high 
school. 

“I’ve learned that with the 
many uncertainties of life, trust-
ing in God relieves the stress. I 
am very unsure about what my 
future will be like, especially 
with majors or career choices, 
but trusting in a plan that is 
greater than myself allows my 
life to be much more stress-free,” 
she said. 

“At Marian, I’ve been able to 
see how my faith life has gone 
from just another thing to work 
on to a priority. I am nowhere 
near a perfect living example of 
a faith-filled life, but each day 
I am trying to improve my rela-
tionship with God and the faith-
filled friends I do have in my life 
through Marian.”

Before the pandemic, Hicks vol-
unteered at the St. Mary’s Convent 
in South Bend with the retired sis-
ters. She is a member of National 
Honor Society and served as the 
group’s secretary her senior year. 
She was also the student govern-
ment secretary for two years and 
recently a class vice president. She 
has also been involved with the 
Marian High School Spanish Club, 
serving as the co-president and 
secretary as an upperclassman. 
She has been an altar server since 
the fifth grade.

Hicks is a youth tennis coach: 
Working with the kids is some-
thing she enjoys doing very 
much, she said. Tennis is “the 
main thing I do and have done 

Co-salutatorian  
Alyssa Webb

Marian High School co-
salutatorian Alyssa Webb hopes 
to make health care more acces-
sible to the Latino community 
by breaking the language barrier 
that inhibits many Spanish-
speaking individuals from under-
standing their medical care. 

South Bend has a large Latino 
population that is underserved 
in their medical care, she said, 
and Marian’s emphasis on com-
munity and outreach to the city 
impacted her decision to study 
biochemistry and Spanish at the 
University of Notre Dame. 

A parishioner of St. Joseph in 
South Bend, Webb’s faith taught her 

Marian High School —
my entire life since I was 4 years 
old. I’ve played number one 
varsity singles for all four years 
of high school and have even 
received some NIC honors.” 

She loves spending time with 
her friends and family, as well as 
volunteering with the sisters at 
St. Mary’s.

From her years at Marian, 
Hicks said she will take much – 
including “all the little moments 
I spent with my friends.”

“I am so thankful for each 
and every one of my friends, 
especially the ones who I have 
been able to lean on when things 
in my life seemed overwhelming. 
Especially the people from my 
chemistry and Greek classes hold 
a special place for me, because 
by the end of the year, everyone 
in those classes got pretty close. 
I can remember lots of little 
precious moments that culmi-
nated into many very happy high 
school memories.”

and has impacted my decision on 
how to further educate myself.” 

Burns has decided to major 
in biology and preprofessional 
health studies at Clemson 
University in the fall.

Since she plays soccer pretty 
much year-round, her after-
school life changed from season 
to season while she was at 
Marian – but always involved 
doing homework. In the fall, 
Burns immediately headed 
across the street to the school 
soccer fields, where she would 
spend around two hours practic-
ing before going home to start 
on her homework. On game days 
she would get home around 9 
or 10 p.m., making starting that 
homework difficult. 

In the spring, she played club 
soccer after school. “I usually 
went home right after school and 
spend an hour or two working 
on my homework before I went 
to club soccer practice. In the 
winter between the spring and 
fall season, I got to go home, fin-
ish my homework, and have the 
rest of the day to entertain my 
hobbies.”

Those hobbies included read-
ing, watching TV shows with her 
dad, playing video games and 
studying foreign languages. 

“I enjoy pretty much any 
books except sci-fi, despite the 
efforts of my junior year English 
teacher to assume me into the 
ranks. My father works long 
hours, most days not even com-
ing home until it’s dark, and 
so it’s incredibly special for me 
when we curl up onto the couch 
and watch some of our favorite 
shows together. 

“Being in high school can 
be stressful at times,” she said. 
“Video games have been a main 
outlet for me to release some of 
this stress in a harmless, enter-
taining manner. I have studied 
Spanish since I was very young, 
but recently, due to my close 
friendship with an international 
student, I’ve started to pick up 
learning Korean when I’m not 
bogged down with homework or 
studying.”

the necessity of service to others. 
“My faith spurs me to take 

action and help others in my 
immediate community,” she 
said. “God’s love demands to be 
shared, and I hope to spread it 
through my healing service.”

Outside of school, Webb spent 

most of her time in a pre-profes-
sional ballet training program 
at Southold Dance Theater. At 
St. Joseph she is a children’s lit-
urgy assistant, where she helps 
to teach young kids the word 
of God “in a way that they can 
understand.” Additionally, she 
tutored underclassmen as a part 
of National Honor Society and 
was dance captain for Marian’s 
Spirit Night in 2020 and 2021. 

Among her favorite memories 
of high school was a fun time 
that also involved her primary 
extracurricular activity: “During 
a research class, the two teach-
ers left the classroom, leaving us 
to have a dance battle and jump 
rope with a chain of paper clips.”

Webb is an avid reader with 
a preference for fantasy, and she 
crochets stuffed animals to give 
to friends. She loves to bake and 
cook and is constantly finding 
new ways to keep active. “I love 
to self-choreograph dances and 
I am constantly learning new 
styles.”

KATHLEEN HICKS

REGAN BURNS

ALYSSA WEBB
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A new monthly magazine kids will love!A new monthly magazine kids will love!
Have you heard of OSV Kids? It's a new monthly magazine designed to bring the domestic Church to life! 

These days it often seems like the only way for families to come together is around a screen. And right 
now, it is no small task for parents to make the Faith tangible to their kids and engage their imaginations. 
Families need a simple way to come together, unplug, and celebrate their Catholic identity.

Enter OSV Kids magazine! Every issue contains fun, faith-fi lled games, activities, stories, 
and more.

It's an entertaining and simple way for kids (ages 2-6) to learn about their faith and live out 
the liturgical year at home!

It's not often that kids get their own mail—in the digital age, we forget that it's an 
exciting occasion!

Picture that precious moment of a four-year-old running to the mailbox to open his new 
issue and tear out the newest collectible saint card for his collection. Or a little girl on Dad's 
lap coloring in Our Lady of Guadalupe and chatting about Juan Diego's tilma.

A subscription to OSV Kids magazine is a perfect gift for any young kid in your life. For your 
grandkids, it makes for fun memories to share every month. For your godchildren, it can help 
you fulfi ll your role as a nurturer of faith. It's a screenless way to connect, laugh, play, and 
share in the love of Jesus Christ. All for just $2 a month.

OSVKids.com 
Bulk subscriptions 

also available!
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Congratulations, Class of 2021!
Spread your wings with the competence to see and courage to act.

“I came to Holy Cross College 
because its small class  

sizes would allow me to  
collaborate with professors 
more frequently. Also, the 

smaller population of students 
provided me with a plethora  
of ways to be involved as a 

leader in student life and build 
intentional and faith-filled  

relationships with  
other students.”

Dylan Maugel, valedictorian
Wakarusa, Indiana

Learn more at  
hcc-nd.edu

9402 Uptown Dr. 
Indianapolis    317-849-8444

4905 Speedway Dr. 
Fort Wayne   260-483-6763

Master, Pantry, Kids Rooms, Craft Rooms, Garage Systems … the possibilities are endless! 
Catholic Family Owned since 1988  •  Jon & Shelley Ross – St. Joseph Roanoke Parishioners

www.closetconceptsinc.com
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Now Serving the Fort Wayne  
Catholic Church

Over 800 Catholic entities  
located in 26 dioceses  
served last year.

More than $225,000  
donated to parishes and  
schools in the Diocese of  
Fort Wayne and South Bend.

Thom Obergfell 
Fort Wayne Market President 
Cell 260-715-1747 
TObergfell@NotreDameFCU.com Insured by NCUA
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MARK KIRZEDER, PRINCIPAL
MARIAN HIGH SCHOOL, MISHAWAKA, IN

“One of the most pleasing aspects of our 
new relationship is that I truly feel that  
Notre Dame FCU is our partner.  I have  
never thought we were being sold any 
particular product or line of thinking.  
Instead, we are continually asked what  
the credit union can do to help our school 
more effectively achieve our mission.  

I wish we had more partners that  
prioritized collaboration in the same  
way that Notre Dame FCU does.   
What a blessing it has been to  
our school community to  
work with them.”

TESTIMONIAL

 Insured by NCUA

Get the details at NotreDameFCU.com/Elevate

Elevate is a good stewardship program that allows individuals who utilize Notre Dame FCU as 

their financial institution to direct funds to the charitable organization of their choice.

FUNDRAISING
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Feast of Pentecost  
John 20:19-23

In the Church’s liturgical year, 
only Easter and Christmas 
eclipse Pentecost. The importance 

and grandeur of these feasts of 
course derive from the events being 
commemorated, but the Church 
also records the lessons taught by 
the feasts, and through the read-
ings for these feasts instructs us in 
how to follow the Lord as faithful 
and worthy disciples.

Pentecost also is an ancient 
Jewish feast. The first Christians 
very often were of Jewish origins. 
The Apostles were Jews. So, they 
observed the Jewish Pentecost.

In the Jewish context, this 
feast celebrated the iden-

tity, unity and vocation of the 
Hebrew people. With the coming 
of the Holy Spirit, and in the 
overall context of salvation in 
Christ Jesus, Pentecost took on a 
greater meaning for Christians, a 
meaning centered in Christianity.

Pentecost became a great 
Christian holy day, recalling the 
moment when God the Holy 
Spirit vivified the Apostles and, 
through the Apostles, formed the 
reality of the Church as the com-
munity of believers and bearer 
of salvation in Christ to future 
generations everywhere.

This first reading recalls the 
first Pentecost and its aftermath. 
Under Peter’s leadership, the 
Apostles were united. They were 
emboldened, never relenting in 
their mission of declaring Jesus 
as Lord and Savior. According 
to tradition, all but one of these 
Apostles, St. John, died as a mar-
tyr, and John was persecuted.

An important lesson is that 
the Christians very clearly were 
in a solid community, gathered 
around the Apostles, with Peter 
undeniably at their head.

For the second reading, the 

Church presents a passage from 
First Corinthians. Absolute faith 
in Christ, as God, and as Savior, 
is key. It is vital. Without grace, 
humans are confused and liable 
to even fatal misstep.

St. John’s Gospel is the source 
of the last reading, a Resurrection 
Narrative. The Risen Lord appears 
before the Apostles, commis-
sioning them to forgive sins. The 
reading is profoundly relevant for 
Catholics.

As God, possessing the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus gave the Apostles the 
power to forgive sins. This power 
awaits the repentant today. It 
lives in, and through, the Church.

Reflection
For weeks, the Church has 

rejoiced in the Resurrection, 
excitedly proclaiming that Jesus 
is, not was, Lord. He lives!

Throughout the Easter sea-
son, the Church, in the readings 
at Mass, has called us to realize 
what effect the Resurrection had 
upon humanity. It has been a 
wondrously good effect.

Future generations, including our 

own, share in this effect. How? Christ 
lives again, and encounters us, in 
and through the Church.

While true conversion requires 
a completely free and uncom-
promised individual decision, 
Christians, once committed to 
Christ, are bound together in the 
Church because they share their 
identity with Christ, a bond with 
Christ, and a life in Christ.

Faith is a gift and a challenge. 
Christians bear together the mis-
sion to bring God’s mercy and 
wisdom to the world. Christians, 
however zealous, cannot be ships 
passing each silently in the night.

Rather, as Acts reveals, they 
are part of the community still 
gathered around the Apostles, 
under the leadership of Peter, 
still looking to the Apostles for 
guidance and direction.

Nothing is more Catholic, 
more traditional, then than the 
recent popes’ call for evangeliza-
tion by Catholics in all walks 
of life. Nor is anything more 
Catholic than the attention of 
Pope Francis to the desperate 
and outcast. He stands now in a 
great line of caring and of acting.

On this feast, the Church 
teaches a very contemporary les-
son. In 2021, as 20 centuries ago, 
we believers compose an Apostolic 
Church, a community created 
by God to bring divine mercy to 
weary and wandering humans.

Through the Church and 
through us, as in Jerusalem so 
long ago, Christ serves all and 
offers hope to all.

Think about it: How can we 
refresh the world?  

 

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

Believers charged with bringing the Lord’s divine mercy to others

meant for harbors; rather, they 
are meant for the open sea. In a 
similar way, you are safe within 
the confines of your own desires 
and expectations, but you are 
not meant to live in that small 
world, but rather in the infinitely 
wider and more fascinating 
world of objective value.

Your generation, I would 
submit, is especially oriented to 
the realm of value in regard to 
two areas: the natural sciences 
and social justice. In the course 
of my evangelical work, I find 
that there is, among many young 
people, a great reverence for 
the sciences and the technology 
that they have produced. Even 
as they demonstrate a certain 
impatience with other disci-
plines, they tend to accept phys-
ics, chemistry, medicine, and 
engineering as authoritative. In 
doing so, they are acknowledg-
ing an extraordinarily significant 
realm of value — namely, objec-
tive intelligibility. No scientist—
physicist, chemist, astronomer, 
psychologist, etc. — could get 
her work off the ground unless 
she believed that the world she 
investigated was marked by 
form, pattern, understandability. 
The responsible researcher is not 
inventing intelligibility; she’s 
finding it, following it, rejoicing 
in it.

And you and your peers 
are passionate about issues of 
social justice. You are eager to 
fight corruption, discrimination, 
race prejudice, and inequality; 
you advocate for inclusivity, 

the acceptance of diversity, and 
care for those on the margins 
of society. In so doing, you are 
acknowledging the existence of 
certain moral values that you 
have not invented and that apply 
in all circumstances. None of 
you, I wager, would say that 
racism or sexism or human traf-
ficking are acceptable in some 
contexts or that opposing these 
is simply a matter of personal 
opinion. No, in point of fact, you 
feel so strongly about these mat-
ters precisely because you know 
that they are moral absolutes 
that summon your attention and 
demand your acquiescence. Like 
the intelligibility of the world, 
these objective moral truths draw 
you out of yourself and toward 
spiritual adventure.

Now let us take one more 
step. If the patterned structure of 
nature and moral values are not 
projections of our subjectivity, 
or the products of mere social 
consensus, but rather objective 
features of reality, we read-
ily ask, “Where did they come 
from?” The answer of the great 
Catholic intellectual tradition is 
that they came from the Creator 
God, who is intelligibility itself 
and moral goodness itself, from 
the God who is supremely wise, 
supremely good, supremely 
beautiful—and who therefore 
ought to engage our attention 
most completely. The great com-
mand found in the sixth chapter 

BARRON, page 21

The following is the text of 
Bishop Robert Barron’s com-
mencement address given at 
the University of St. Thomas in 
Houston on May 8.

I have the very happy responsi-
bility today of congratulating 
the University of St. Thomas 

class of 2021! And also, to 
express my pride in becoming 
today a member of your class. 
I’m delighted to be in your com-
pany. I would also, of course, 
like to thank and congratulate 
your parents, your siblings, your 
friends, and your professors, 
who have done so much to bring 
you to this day and who feel 
a very justifiable pride in your 
accomplishments.

My fellow graduates, I would 
like to reflect with you, very 
briefly, on the meaning of the 
formation in the Catholic intel-
lectual tradition that you have 
received here at UST. A standard 
view today, on display in practi-
cally every nook and cranny of 
our cultural life, is that the indi-
vidual person has the preroga-
tive of creating his or her own 
values. Freedom, especially the 
freedom of self-determination, is 
practically unassailable. Frankly, 
I cannot think of anything more 
boring.

If we define our own values, 
our own truth, our own purpose, 
we effectively lock ourselves 
into the tiny space of what we 
can imagine or control. When 
we follow these prompts of 
our culture today, we become 

cramped souls, what the medi-
eval philosophers called “pusil-
lae animae.” The entire point of 
a Catholic intellectual formation 
is to produce “magnae animae,” 
or “great souls.” A great soul 
doesn’t invent her own values; 
rather, she intuits the marvelous 
intellectual, moral, and aesthetic 
values that are found in the 
objective order — and then she 
responds to them with her whole 
heart. She thereby expands in a 
manner commensurate with the 
goods that have captivated her.

The basic purpose of the initi-
ation rituals found among primal 
peoples around the world was to 
convince a young person that his 
life is not about him. Typically, 
he would be wrested away from 
his comfortable domestic envi-
ronment, scarified in some way, 
instructed in the lore of his tribe, 
and then, equipped with only 
a few provisions, cast out into 
jungle or forest or tundra and 
told to make it on his own. This 
was not arbitrary cruelty; it was 
an invitation to move out of his 
own space and to discover the 
objective values in his people’s 
history, in nature, and finally in 
the spiritual order.

Your time here at the 
University of St. Thomas has 
been a kind of ritual of initia-
tion. The point of these last four 
years has been to break you out 
of your self-regard and to invite 
you to an adventurous explora-
tion of new worlds of thought 
and experience. I am concerned 
that “safe” and “safety” have 

become, for the present genera-
tion, such conspicuous words. 
No one would deny, of course, 
that a modicum of safety is 
required for any sort of peace of 
mind or achievement; neverthe-
less, one would be hard pressed 
to say that a religion that places 

at the very center of our atten-
tion a man nailed to a cross is 
concerned primarily with safety. 
According to the cliché, ships are 
safe in harbors, but ships are not 

Stretching out to great things: a commencement address for 
the University of St. Thomas

WORD  
ON FIRE

BISHOP ROBERT BARRON

Freedom, especially the freedom 

of self-determination, is  

practically unassailable.  

Frankly, I cannot think  

of anything more boring.
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READINGS
Sunday: Acts 2:1-11 Ps 104:1, 24 ,29-30, 
31, 34 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 Jn 20:19-23
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 Ps 87:1-3, 
5-7 Jn 19:25-34   
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12 Ps 50:5-8, 14, 
23 Mk 10:28-31   
Wednesday: Sir 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17 Ps 
79:8-9, 11, 13 Mk 10:32-45
Thursday:  Sir 42:15-25 Ps 33:2-9 Mk 
10:46-52 
Friday: Sir 44:1, 9-13 Ps 149:1b-6a, 
9b Mk 11:11-26  
Saturday: Sir 51:12cd-20 Ps 19:8-11 
Mk 11:27-33
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John Garvey is president of The 
Catholic University of America 
in Washington, D.C.

Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary 
bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles and the founder of 
Word on Fire Catholic Ministries.
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John 15 26-27; 16:12-15 

 
Following is a word search based on the Gospel 

reading for the Feast of Pentecost, Cycle B: Jesus 
promises an advocate.  The words can be found in 

all directions in the puzzle. 
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Parenting a whole different ballgame
The highlight of my Little 

League career was a two-
hitter I threw against 

the Knights of Columbus, the 
class of our league in Sharon, 
Pennsylvania. My team was 
sponsored by the International 
Union of Electrical Workers, IUE 
AFL-CIO Local 617.

I was a pitcher and sometime 
right fielder, but the coach tend-
ed to bench me when I was not 
pitching because I was an indif-
ferent hitter and a little afraid of 
balls I wasn’t throwing. I tried 
out for the league at ages 9 and 
10 and was cut twice.

I can still remember being the 
last person let go at age 10, from 
the Knights of Columbus, as it 
happened. The coach took me 
into the outfield and encouraged 
me to try again next year. I felt 
sorry for him at the time; it would 
have been a difficult conversation 
to have with a young kid.

I finally made it when I was 
11. If you are a parent with chil-
dren in Little League today, you 
will understand how differently 
the whole thing works now. My 
parents never came to games. 
There were too many of us — 
eight children — to allow that 
kind of attention, and they fig-
ured that extracurricular stuff like 
that was our lookout anyway.

Mind you, I did not feel 
slighted. I don’t think they were 
neglectful. Parenting back then 
was a different ballgame. People 

have since developed greater 
expectations — they had done so 
even before so-called “helicopter 
parenting” became a national 
phenomenon.

For the time they lived in, my 
parents kept a pretty close eye 
on what we were doing. And 
although they were fairly strict 
by today’s standards, what sur-
prises me as I look back is how 
much they intentionally let slide 
— including some forms of mis-
behavior.

I think they knew that if they 
made an issue of everything, 
they would have been punishing 
us constantly. They didn’t want 
to be coming down on us all the 
time. They disciplined us often 
enough that we knew what the 
rules were, but then left us some 
room to get used to following the 
rules on our own.

Of course, Mother and Dad 
might just have decided that it 
wasn’t worth going to our games 
because we weren’t very good. 
That was true enough in my 
case, but I think they might have 
shortchanged themselves.

My wife and I found that it 
was fun to play with our kids 
and watch them acting in their 
own affairs. I coached one 
daughter’s basketball team for a 
couple of years. I learned some 
useful things about her and a lot 
about her friends — not a bad 
thing for a parent.

The main point, after all, is 

to teach children to act indepen-
dently— to show them in a con-
trolled environment how to make 
their own decisions. But playing 
an active part in their childhood 
is also the happiest thing a par-
ent will ever do.

There is a wide middle ground 
between smothering children for 
the sake of safety and leaving 
them to fend for themselves. I 
think my parents avoided the 
excesses of their own time and 
found a place somewhere within 
that broad territory; I think my 
wife and I did too. I hope more of 
today’s parents can avoid going 
too far with the idea of micro-
managing their children’s lives.

INTELLECT 
AND VIRTUE

JOHN GARVEY

of the Book of Deuteronomy 
and reiterated centuries later by 
Jesus himself gives expression to 
this conviction: “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your mind, and all your 
strength.” We can now see the 
point of a Catholic education: to 
beguile you with the objective 
values — epistemic, aesthetic, 
and moral — that exist in the 
world and that direct you finally 
to the divine source of those 
values. Once you understand 
this, you’re ready for spiritual 
adventure; you’re ready to move 
the ship out of the safe harbor; 
you’re ready to become a great 
soul.

How can I address this 
assembly and not make refer-
ence to your patron, St. Thomas 
Aquinas? In the second part of 
his magnificent summary of 
Christian doctrine, the Summa 
Theologiae, Thomas discusses 
the virtue of “magnanimitas” — 
“magnanimity” — the quality of 
having a great soul. He writes, 
“Magnanimity by its very name 
denotes the stretching forth of 
the soul to great things.” That 
pithy definition expresses every-
thing I’ve been trying to say in 
this address. What are these 
“great things” that Thomas refer-
ences but the objective values 
that summon the soul? So, the 
key to a spiritually successful 
life is to go for them, to stretch 

out toward them. To stay within 
the musty confines of the self, 
or to see the values in question 
but never to reach out toward 
them, to settle thereby for a kind 
of spiritual mediocrity — that’s 
the tragedy of being a small 
soul. Here is St. Thomas again: 
“For just as the magnanimous 
person tends to great things out 
of greatness of soul, so the pusil-
lanimous person shrinks from 
great things out of littleness of 
soul.”

So, my young friends, fellow 
graduates of the Class of 2021, 
identify a value that you have 
learned here at UST, some good-
ness or truth or beauty that has 
sung to your soul, and then give 
yourself to it with reckless aban-
don. Stretch out toward it, and 
it will give you satisfaction and 
finally lead you to God. The lit-
erature of the world is filled with 
stories of people who have spent 
their lives satisfying their egos, 
building up wealth, pleasure, 
power, and honor, but neglecting 
the development of their souls. 
Perhaps you have met such 
people: glittering on the outside 
but atrophied on the inside. And 
perhaps you have encountered 
the opposite case: those who 
have very little in the eyes of 
the world but who are vibrantly 
alive, spiritually on fire, for they 
have cultivated their souls.

There is a story told of 
Thomas Aquinas that I particu-
larly savor. Toward the end of 

his life, Thomas was laboring 
over the section of the Summa 
Theologiae dealing with the 
Eucharist. Though it is common-
ly taken now for a masterpiece, 
Thomas himself was uneasy with 
his treatise, convinced that it 
did not do justice to the mystery 
he was attempting to describe. 
And so, he placed the text at the 
foot of the crucifix and asked 
for God’s help. According to the 
legend, a voice came from the 
figure of the crucified Christ: 
“Thomas, you have written well 
of me. What would you have as 
a reward?” The great man could 
have asked for anything — for 
fame, for wealth, for a powerful 
office. But instead, he said, “Non 
nisi te, Domine” (“Nothing except 
you, Lord”). The patron of this 
university spent his life discern-
ing and seeking objective values, 
and he knew that all of those 
goods find their source in the 
supreme value of God. His soul 
stretched out to great things and 
finally to the Creator of those 
great things.

The purpose of this univer-
sity is to make you like Thomas 
Aquinas. So put the ship out to 
the perils and possibilities of the 
open sea. Be great souls!

BARRON, from page 20

ACROSS 
  1  Not on 
  4  "Keep yourself ___" 
  8  Unconsciousness 
12  Battle 
13  Summit 
14  Prayer ending 
15  Time period 
16  Quarrel 
17  Rave 
18  Some saw risen  
      Jesus, but ____ 
20  Boredom 
21  Canoe propeller 
22  Bard's "before" 
23  Technical 
26  Pounds per sq. inch 

27  Luau dish 
30  Running water energy 
34  Still 
35  Timid 
36  ___ Spirit 
37  Santa helper 
38  Thai 
40  ___ Dei 
43 "The Spirit itself  
      bears ____" 
47  Snoopy 
48  Strange-shaped fruit 
49  Also 
50  Trim 
51  Indian wrap 
52  BB association 
53  Stove top emissions 

54 Pharisees tried to  
      ___ Jesus 
55 "-__ now of the  
      days of old" 
 
DOWN 
  1  Payable 
  2  Gambling game 
  3  Herr's wife 
  4  Noodles 
  5  In the ___ Room 
  6  Studied 
  7  Extension (abbr.) 
  8  Chili con __ 
  9  Middle East country 
10  List of meals 
11  Opposed 
19 "___ Model" about  
       atoms 
20  ___ the Red 
22  Compass point 
23  "___ will be done" 
24 Symbol for God the  
      Father 
25  Central Daylight Time 
26  Wooden sheet 
27  Not amateur 
28  Used to anoint kings 
29  Slippery 
31  Norway capital 
32 Extremely high  
       frequency (abbr.) 
33  Slim 
37  Moses came up from 
38  Jeweled headdress 
39  A vacation (2 wds.) 
40  Part of a foot 
41  Digging animal 
42 Cappadocia, Pontus  
       and ___ 
43  Have clothing on 
44  Bunsen burner 
45  Weeps 
46  Drench 
48  Pacific Standard Time 
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Readings: Acts 2:1-11; Gal 5:16-25; Jn 20:19-23 and Dt 
4:32-34, 39-40; Rm 8:14-17; Mt 28:16-20 
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What are your plans for God’s gifts?

It’s Simple - It’s Stewardship - It’s Forever

260-399-1436
9025 Coldwater Rd. Ste 200

www.ccfnei.org

Music Director Wanted
St. Mary of the Annunciation Church in Bristol  

is looking for a full-time or part-time Music Director.  

Applicant must be available to provide music for three Masses each week-
end, as well as funerals, weddings, holidays and Holy Days.  Applicant 
must be able to sing, cantor and play the piano and organ and must also 
possess the skills necessary to develop and work with adult and young 
adult choirs and cantors.  Familiarity with Microsoft Word and Publisher 
is required, as well as knowledge working with music writing software for 
the creation of Worship Aids.  Salary negotiable. 

Interested person should send a resume to Father Bob Van Kempen at  
annunciationchurch-bristol@hotmail.com or 

St. Mary of the Annunciation  
P.O. Box 245, Bristol, IN 46507 

St. Mary of the  
annunciation church

BriStol

Join us for a  
Summer Theology Institute  

for High School Students
June 20 - 25

Learn more at hcc-nd.edu/
saints-and-scholars

What are your plans for God’s gifts?

It’s Simple - It’s Stewardship - It’s Forever

260-399-1436
9025 Coldwater Rd. Ste 200

www.ccfnei.org

PRINCIPAL NEEDED

St. John the Baptist Catholic School in New Haven is 
looking for a principal to begin work on July 1, 2021. The  
school has an enrollment of 215 kindergarten – grade 8 
students with an experienced and dedicated faculty of 17 
plus additional school support staff.  St. John the Baptist 
Catholic School has received an “A” grade from the 
Indiana Department of Education.

 
Qualifications:
A practicing Catholic in full communion with the Church and active in their current home 
parish within the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend with belief in the Catholic Church 
and her teachings and doctrines. Minimum of five years teaching experience – previous 
administrative experience helpful. The candidate will possess or be eligible for an Indiana 
Elementary Administrative License. Evidence of strong leadership, communication, and 
organizational skills needed to form and guide teachers and staff in the Church’s mission 
and academic excellence.
 
Questions regarding this job opening should be directed to the Catholic Schools Office 
at 260-422-4611. Interested applicants should apply online at diocesefwsb.org/careers.  
Application deadline is June 1, 2021.

MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST

The Office of Vocations of the Congregation of Holy Cross (United States Province) seeks a Marketing 
Communications Specialist. The position designs and produces electronic and print media, as well as pro-
motional items and materials, highlighting the formation programs and vocations office programming 
of the Congregation of Holy Cross. Qualified applicants will be practicing Catholics and must possess a 
bachelor’s degree from a four-year college or university. High organizational skills required. For a com-
plete position description, or to apply, submit your resume and cover letter to Father John DeRiso, CSC, 
Director, Office of Vocations, via email at jderiso@nd.edu.
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What’s happening?
WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. View 
more Catholic events and submit new ones at www.todayscatholic.org/event. For additional list-
ings of that event, please call the advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.

  
 REST IN PEACE

Arcola
Dr. James Arata,  
St. Patrick

Decatur
Mary A. Ulman, 
90, St. Mary of the 
Assumption

Fort Wayne
Isabella Blaettner, 22, 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

Dr. Michael J. 
Mastrangelo, 93, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton

Carmela J. Meyers, St. 
Joseph - Hessen Cassel

Carol A. Nine, 70, St. 
Vincent de Paul

Patricia V. Proegler, 94,  
St. Joseph - Hessen Cassel

Marius Sagnon, 55, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton

Lucy Anne Vachon, 
newborn, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton

Catherine B. Ward, 85,  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

South Bend
John Boson, 60,  
St. Adalbert

John Cheeseman, 70, 
St. Anthony

Gerald Makowski, 82, 
Cathedral of Saint 
Matthew

Nancy Sweitzer, 90,  
St. Anthony

William Waymouth, 
69, St. Adalbert

Knights host breakfast at Queen of Angels
FORT WAYNE — St. Gaspar del 
Bufalo Council No. 11043 will 
be serving breakfast on Sunday, 
May 23, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
in the activities center at Queen 
of Angels, 1500 W. State Blvd. 
Freewill offerings will be accept-
ed. Proceeds this month will help 
support parish schools. 

St. Stanislaus Kostka Altar and Rosary 
Society chicken dinner
NEW CARLISLE   — A carry-out 
chicken dinner will be Sunday, 
June 13, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, 
55756 Tulip Rd. The meal includes 

Polish style chicken, mashed pota-
toes/gravy, noodles, sweet/sour 
cabbage, green beans and dessert. 
Advance sale only. Tickets are 
adult $14, children (5-12) $5. For 
tickets call 574-654-3781 or email 
dianeststan@embarqmail.com.

St. Louis, Besancon spring rummage sale
NEW HAVEN  — The St. Louis, 
Besancon Rosary Sodality’s rum-
mage sale is June 4 and 5 at the 
parish hall, 15535 Lincoln Hwy. 
E. Friday hours are 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. 
until noon with fill-a-bag for $3.
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S A G A L A B U P S
K I E V W I L E S R I
I D E A A L O E D I N

T O K Y O J A M S
A G R A F E F A O
T E A R F U L D Y E D
E R R S P I E D C E O
M E T E P A S C H A L

E T A S T R O D E
S O F A M E T O O
O B I J U D E U T A H
D I R U S E R C O L A
S E E T E N H O L Y

O F F P U R E C O M A
W A R A P E X A M E N
E R A S P A T R A N T
D O U B T E D E N N U I

O A R E R E
T E C H P S I P O I
H Y D R O E L E C T R I C
Y E T S H Y H O L Y

E L F T A I
I M A G O W I T N E S S
N O S Y P E A R T O O
C L I P S A R I N B A
H E A T T R A P A S K

D U O T I P S B P M
A S L A C T S S A L E
U S E R I S E T R U E
B R O W S E D L E A S T

O U R B O M B
G L E N S P E G B A Y
N E X T S H E S A R I
P O I C U D R I S E N

S H O P H E N
M E T O O H I P S T E R
A B E L B O R E H A Y
T O N Y O P E N U S A
T N T A I D T D E N

P A P A E T C H U B
I R A N T A I H I F I
L O S T A R T U P O N
E M C E E S E N T
D A H P A U S E S E A

T H I S A M I S S
W I T H E R B R A N C H
S W A Y S S O I L
W O N U P T O N T A T

U S E R G R A C E
U S S R A I D A B C S
M E A N C P U T O R T
P E G E S E E R A S

P A W N U S A W E B
E U R O M H Z I O T A
A X O N P I T L E A N
C I T E D V E A L
E N E E J E C T C U P

A F A R H O U S E
E L I X I R C L A R E T
P A N E L E W E R
A B C E C L A T S O S

E D E N E G Y P T
B O N A D I E A R E A
A B B R A N Y S I N S
T I E R O E H A S H

F A S C N S A P E
A C E D D E W A G O G
T H A I S W A M P I N G
E T C H D Y I N G
B E E F D N A

G U E R R I L L A M A P
A S L X I I A L L
S S T W E D N E S D A Y

F A D G A T E
S T E R N T O F U

P A S A D E N A R O M E
A G A R S B W M O B Y
W A R S E E D O E

  

PRINCIPAL 
St. Bernard Catholic School 

Wabash, IN 46992
www.stbernardcatholicschool.org

Grades K-6           Starting: July 1, 2021 

A parish school of St. Bernard and the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend is seeking a 
dynamic individual who will have a focus on increasing enrollment. The parish is searching 
for a practicing Catholic educator with high moral character and integrity, who will be able 
to focus on the following areas:

• Increasing Enrollment
• Communicating with all stakeholders: faculty, staff, students, parents, Pastor, school   

    board, parish and the community
• Exhibiting leadership and management of the school
• Exhibiting knowledge of elementary curriculum
• Exhibiting knowledge of budgeting and budget creation
• Exhibiting knowledge of technology
• Exhibiting knowledge of diocesan and Indiana state accountability testing: 
   requirements and policies
• Exhibiting knowledge of facility management
• Exhibiting collaboration abilities with all stakeholders
• Willingness to complete all duties as requested by the Pastor and the Superintendent    

      of Schools or his designee.
Qualifications: The candidate shall hold (or be working toward) an Indiana Elementary 
Supervision and Administration License

For more information, contact: 
Stephanie Howe, Personnel Assistant, Catholic Schools Office  

260-422-4611 X-3335 or showe@diocesefwsb.org 
Go to https://theapplicantmanager.com/jobs?pos=DF425 to apply. 

Application Deadline: May 16, 2021

HR Manager  
PART-TIME

Are you looking for a great part-time Human 
Resources Manager position? We are hiring! 
Ave Maria Press, a Catholic publishing company 
located in Notre Dame, Indiana, has an immediate 
opening for an experienced part-time human resource 
manager to manage all areas of HR functions. Hours 
are flexible and should average 25 hours per week. 

Send resume and cover letter to pgates1@nd.edu. 
Check out the complete job description at  

www.avemariapress.com.

With Choice expansion, affording a

CATHOLIC  EDUCATION
may be easier than you think.

Starting this fall, 
families whose 
household 
income is at or 
below 300% of 
Federal Reduced 
Lunch guidelines  
and who meet 
eligibility criteria 
may qualify for 
scholarships 
towards private 
school tuition.

Household 300% FRL
1 $71,484

2 $96,681

3 $121,878

4 $147,075

5  $172,272

6 $197,469

$222,666

8 $247,863

9 $273,060

10 $298,257

Learn more:
diocesefwsb.org/schools

Director of Youth  
and Young Adult Ministry
With the support of a part-time assistant, 
directs parish-based youth and young 
adult ministries, providing opportunities 
for those in middle school through young 
adult age (those in their 30s) to encounter Jesus Christ through 
prayer, Sacraments, catechesis, community, service,  
and engagement in the life of the parish. 

Requires a bachelor’s degree in theology, pastoral ministry 
or closely related field, with 1-3 years previous experience 
that includes catechesis and program development and 
implementation, or any equivalent combination of education, 
training, and experience. Must be a practicing Catholic in good 
standing and an active steward of the parish with a thorough 
understanding of the teachings of the Catholic Church. 
Competitive salary and benefits offered. 

Visit: StPius.net/Employment for full details. To apply, submit 
letter of interest and current resume to kmauch@stpius.net.
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“Today’s Catholic serves the Church’s mission of evangelization and catechesis. I appreciate the opportunity it 
provides for me as bishop to communicate and exercise my responsibility to teach the Catholic faith.

I encourage all faithful to be informed by reading Today’s Catholic. In the end, I hope it helps them to grow in their 
faith and commitment to the Church.”

The Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades,  Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend
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“Today’s Catholic has an important mission in our diocese 
as our primary communications tool. It serves the 
Church’s mission of evangelization and catechesis 

with excellent material about our faith. I appreciate the 
opportunity that Today’s Catholic provides for me as 
bishop to communicate with the faithful and also to 
exercise my responsibility to teach the Catholic faith. 
Today’s Catholic also serves the unity of our diocese, 
as people can read about events and news of the 
Church throughout the diocese. The national and 
international news reported is also important to 
inform our people about the wider Church and also 
secular news from a Catholic perspective.

“I encourage our people to be informed by reading 
Today’s Catholic in whichever format they prefer. In the 
end, I hope that Today’s Catholic truly helps our people to 
grow in their faith and their commitment to the Church.”

The Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades,
 Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend

Staying  
connected beyond 
the pages

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE  
DIGITAL OR PRINT EDITION OF  

TODAYS CATHOLIC – VISIT  
TODAYSCATHOLIC.ORG/SUBSCRIBE
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