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VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Saints are people who 

recog-
nized 
their 

need for 
God’s help, 

who took risks to 
discover God’s will 
and to help others 
and who nurtured a 
habit of thanksgiv-
ing, Pope Francis 
said.

“The culmina-
tion of the journey 
of faith is to live a 
life of continual 
thanksgiving. 
Let us ask our-
selves: Do we, 
as people of 
faith, live each 
day as a bur-
den, or as an 

act of praise?” the pope said in 
his homily Oct. 13 after formally 
declaring five new saints for the 
Catholic Church.

Those canonized at the Mass 
were: St. John Henry Newman, 
the British theologian, poet 
and cardinal who died in 1890; 
Brazilian St. Maria Rita Lopes 
Pontes, popularly known as 
Sister Dulce, who died in 1992; 
Indian St. Mariam Thresia 
Chiramel Mankidiyan, founder 
of the Congregation of the Holy 
Family, who died in 1926; St. 
Marguerite Bays, a Swiss lay-
woman and mystic, who died in 
1879; and St. Josephine Vannini, 
the Italian co-founder of the 
Daughters of St. Camillus, who 
died in 1911.

“Three of them were religious 
women,” the pope noted in his 
homily. “They show us that the 
consecrated life is a journey of 
love at the existential peripheries 
of the world.”

“St. Marguerite Bays, on the 

other hand, was a seamstress; 
she speaks to us of the power of 
simple prayer, enduring patience 
and silent self-giving,” he said.

Rather than describing St. 
Newman, Pope Francis quoted 
from him to illustrate the mean-
ing of “the holiness of daily 
life”: “The Christian has a deep, 
silent, hidden peace, which the 
world sees not .... The Christian 
is cheerful, easy, kind, gentle, 
courteous, candid, unassuming; 
has no pretense ... with so little 
that is unusual or striking in his 
bearing that he may easily be 
taken at first sight for an ordi-
nary man.”

And, referencing St. 
Newman’s famous hymn, “Lead, 
Kindly Light,” the pope prayed 
that all Christians would be 
“‘kindly lights’ amid the encir-
cling gloom.”

Tens of thousands of people 
filled a sunny St. Peter’s Square 
for the canonization ceremony 
and Mass. Among them were 

Britain’s Prince Charles, Italian 
President Sergio Mattarella, 
Brazilian Vice President 
Hamilton Martins Mourao, a 
member of Switzerland’s federal 
council and the deputy foreign 
minister of India.

Melissa Villalobos from 
Chicago also was there with her 
husband and children, and they 
brought up the offertory gifts at 
the Mass. Villalobos’ healing, 
which saved her life and the life 
of her unborn child, was accept-
ed as the miracle needed for St. 
Newman’s canonization.

Hours before the Mass began, 
Holy Family Sisters Manjula and 
Aruna stood just outside the 
security checkpoint, handing out 
Indian flags, rosaries and prayer 
cards, caps and scarves with the 
image of their order’s founder, 
St. Thresia.

The new saint’s focus, and 
that of her order today, is assist-
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Kindly lights in gloomy world:  
Pope declares five new saints

BY CINDY WOODEN

Bethany Beebe
Catholic parishes, schools and organizations across the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend participated in an international rosary event Oct. 
13. During the third annual Rosary Coast-to-Coast, people around the world gathered locally  to pray the prayer given by Mary. At a Fort 
Wayne prayer rally in the Rosary Garden at Catholic Cemetery, above, World Apostolate of Fatima members were led in the prayer by Father 
Eric Burgener.
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Bishops to vote for USCCB president, 
vice president at fall assembly
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S. 
bishops are scheduled to elect the 
next president and vice president 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops at their upcoming fall 
general assembly taking place 
Nov. 11-13 in Baltimore.

Each office is elected from a 
slate of 10 candidates who have 
been nominated by their fellow 
bishops. Released Oct. 9 by the 
USCCB, the slate of candidates 
for president and vice president 
is as follows:

— Archbishop Timothy P. 
Broglio of the U.S. Archdiocese of 
the Military Services.

— Bishop Frank J. Caggiano 
of Bridgeport, Connecticut.

— Archbishop Paul S. Coakley 
of Oklahoma City.

— Archbishop Salvatore J. 
Cordileone of San Francisco.

— Bishop Daniel E. Flores of 
Brownsville, Texas.

— Archbishop Jose H. Gomez 
of Los Angeles.

— Archbishop Jerome E. 
Listecki of Milwaukee.

— Bishop Thomas J. Paprocki 
of Springfield in Illinois.

— Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend, Indiana.

— Archbishop Allen H. 
Vigneron of Detroit.

The president and vice presi-
dent are elected to three-year 
terms, which begin at the conclu-
sion of the fall assembly. The 

current president, Cardinal Daniel 
N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, 
and the current vice president, 
Archbishop Gomez, will complete 
their terms at this meeting.

USCCB bylaws provide that 
the first election is that of presi-
dent by a simple majority vote of 
members present and voting. In 
a special exception to this bylaw 
approved by the bishops at their 
June assembly, 17 bishops in 
Rome for their ad limina visits 
from the New York region will be 
allowed to participate remotely in 
the election as well.

Following the election of the 
president, the vice president is 
elected from the remaining nine 
candidates. In either election, if a 
candidate does not receive more 
than half of the votes cast on the 
first ballot, a second vote is taken. If 
a third round of voting is necessary, 
that ballot is a run-off between the 
two bishops who received the most 
votes on the second ballot.

During the meeting, the bishops 
also will vote for new chairmen of six 
committees: Committee on Canonical 
Affairs and Church Governance; 
Committee on Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs; Committee 
on Evangelization and Catechesis; 
Committee on International Justice 
and Peace; Committee on the 
Protection of Children and Young 
People; and the Committee for 
Religious Liberty.

CNS photo/Bob Roller
Bishops use electronic voting devices during the spring general assembly of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore June 12. The bishops are 
scheduled to elect the next president and vice president of the USCCB during 
their fall general assembly Nov. 11-13 in Baltimore.
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Advice offered to confront anxiety over gun violence

PORTLAND, Ore. (CNS) — 
Firearm attacks have changed 
society in the United States as 
mass shootings have become 
more frequent and the public is 
forced to face the psychological 
consequences, often silently.

More than half of American 
adults consider mass shootings a 
latent threat, a Reuters/Ipsos sur-
vey in August discovered. Many 
respondents reported experienc-
ing a sense of insecurity with 
increased levels of anxiety.

“This situation puts you on 
alert because you never know 
when or where the next massacre 
will happen. There is an imitation 
effect and it is happening very 
frequently,” one respondent said.

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of 
Galveston-Houston, president of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, and Bishop Frank J. 
Dewane of Venice, Florida, chair-
man of the bishops’ Committee 
on Domestic Justice and Human 
Development, said recent mass 
shootings reveal a terrible truth.

“We can never again believe 
that mass shootings are an iso-
lated exception,” they said in a 
statement after a pair of early 
August attacks in Texas and 
Ohio. “They are an epidemic 

against life that we must, in jus-
tice, face.”

Statistics from the Gun Violence 
Archive website show that as of 
Oct. 10 in the United States there 
have been 326 mass shootings in 
which four or more people were 
killed or injured. The shootings 
accounted for 363 deaths and 
1,329 wounded, leaving countless 
families mired in pain.

After a white supremacist 
shooter in El Paso, Texas, sought 
to “kill as many Mexicans as 
possible” Aug. 3, fear is espe-
cially strong among Hispanic 
families. Mental health hangs in 
the balance, experts said.

“I feel that the focus of the 
attacks and racism is directly 
against us,” said Edith Castillo, 
executive director of the Catholic 
Charities program El Programa 
Hispano in Gresham, Oregon.

Castillo, a mental health 
counselor, does not mince words 
in blaming President Donald 
Trump’s rhetoric and federal 
immigration policy for some of 
the violence, especially against 
Latino people.

It’s not a stretch to say that 
terms such as “invaders” can 
spark criminal actions against 
Hispanics, Castillo said.

“Many people have been 
fleeing places with a lot of vio-
lence in search of a place that 

gives them peace and quiet, but 
people are afraid of the current 
situation,” said Elsa Tzintzun, 
a mental health counselor at El 
Programa Hispano. “This causes 
immigrants to feel isolated and 
marginalized.”

Even those who were not pres-
ent during an attack are affected 
by news reports, she said, explain-
ing that trauma becomes an invis-
ible and silent companion.

In 2014, after a shooting at 
Reynolds High School in sub-

urban Portland, which left two 
students dead and a teacher 
wounded, El Programa Hispano 
offered psychological support. 
It was then that staff began to 
wonder how young people were 
affected by such incidents.

Tzintzun explained that 
after violent events it is nor-
mal for people to feel anxious 
and afraid; children may begin 
to behave differently and the 
changes can dampen their per-
formance in school. The counsel-
or listed irritability, nightmares, 
insomnia, tremors, sadness, apa-
thy and lack of concentration as 
symptoms of fear.

Post-trauma symptoms do not 
necessarily mean people will devel-
op a chronic problem, she said.

In Hispanic culture, many 
people think psychologists serve 
only those with severe mental 
illness or the rich, Tzintzun said. 
Mental health professionals who 
speak Spanish are also difficult 
to find, she said.

The professionals at El 
Programa Hispano offered sev-
eral strategies to help manage 
stress and anxiety caused by vio-
lent events. They can be found at 
www.todayscatholic.org.

Montana is editor of El 
Centinela, the Spanish-language 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
Portland.

BY PATRICIA MONTANA

CNS photo/Briana Sanche pool via Reuters
Patrick Crusius, 22, accused of killing 
22 and injuring 25 others in the Aug. 
3 mass shooting at a Walmart in El 
Paso, Texas, pleads not guilty during 
his Oct. 10 arraignment in El Paso. 
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Public schedule of Bishop 
Kevin C. Rhoades 

Monday, October 21: 12 p.m. — Mass and Lunch Meeting with 
Seven Sisters Apostolate Group, Archbishop Noll Catholic 
Center, Fort Wayne

Monday, October 21: 6 p.m. — Meeting of Diocesan Review 
Board, Wyndham Garden Hotel, Warsaw

Tuesday, October 22: 6 p.m. — Mass for Christ Child Society of 
Fort Wayne, St. John the Baptist Church, Fort Wayne

Wednesday, October 23: 10:30 a.m. — All Schools Mass, Purcell 
Pavilion, University of Notre Dame

Wednesday, October 23: 6 p.m. — Priest and Religious Appreciation 
Dinner with Knights of Columbus #5521, South Bend

Thursday, October 24: 8:30 a.m. — Pastoral Visit to Christ the 
King School, South Bend, with Mass at 9:45 a.m.

Friday, October 25: 7:30 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, Corpus 
Christi Church, South Bend

Saturday, October 26: 10:30 a.m. — Jubilee Mass for Sisters of St. 
Francis, St. Francis Convent, Mishawaka

Saturday, October 26: 6 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, St. Stanislaus 
Bishop and Martyr Church, South Bend

Health care professionals come 
together in prayer and worship 

Early in the morning, before 
their rounds began and 
before the sun rose, a large 

group of Catholic health care 
professionals gathered at Our 
Lady of Fatima Chapel in the St. 
Joseph Regional Medical Center 
Friday, Oct. 11. There, Bishop 
Kevin C. Rhoades celebrated the 
White Mass, asking the Holy 
Spirit’s intercession and blessing. 

Following the tradition of the 
legal profession’s annual Red 
Mass, the White Mass is named 
for the white coats worn by doc-
tors and bestowed upon them 
during medical school. As physi-
cians take an oath to care for the 
sick and dying, their profession 
is closely aligned to the ministry 
of Jesus, the divine physician. 

Because it was the feast day 
of St. Pope John XXIII, the “Good 
Pope John,” Bishop Rhoades 
spoke of his love and concern for 
the sick and suffering. Having 
been a medic as well as a mili-
tary hospital chaplain before 
serving as pope, the future saint 
knew well the pain and horrors 
of war. As pontiff, he was the 
first pope to visit the Church’s 
children’s hospital, Bambino 
Gesu. 

Bishop Rhoades then shared 
narratives about the saint that 
illustrated his deep love for each 
person, following that of the 
Good Shepherd. He also preached 
on true Christian love, which is 
sacrificial and self-giving. He 
thanked those present for their 
great care and charity of those 
patients entrusted to them. 

“From the beginning, Catholic 
health care ministry has been 
about embodying Our Savior’s 
love and care for the sick. We 
heard in today’s Gospel that 
Jesus cured the lame, the blind, 
the deformed, the mute and 
many others. These healings 
were signs of His compassion 
and love for all those who were 
hurting,” he said. 

“The Gospels are replete with 
examples of Our Lord curing 
every kind of ailment and dis-
ease. And He cared not only for 
people’s physical afflictions. He 
touched people at deeper levels 
as well — including spiritual 
healing through the forgiveness 
of sins,” the bishop explained. 
“As St. John writes in his Gospel, 
Jesus said: ‘I came so that they 
might have life and have it more 
abundantly.’” (Jn 10:10)

“This holistic vision is the 
vision of Catholic Health Care 
Ministry. That is why pastoral 
and spiritual care is important 
in our Catholic hospitals. Also, 
Christian love is to be the ani-
mating principle of Catholic 
health care. All employees are 
called to imitate the love of Jesus 
in their care of patients and in 
their relations with one another. 
Real love, not just superficial, 
sentimental or unanchored love,” 
Bishop Rhoades said. “It is a love 
anchored in the love of God. 

The homily also touched on 
the cultural realities Catholic 
physicians face every day.

“Real love does not succumb 
to false concepts of mercy, like 
that promoted by advocates of 
physician-assisted suicide and 
the legalization of euthana-
sia. Real love does not ignore 
the sanctity of life of unborn 
children. Real love does not 
show disrespect for the good of 
marriage and the marriage act 
through contraceptive interven-
tions. Real love does not disre-
spect our creator and perform 
surgeries or administer drugs 
that reject the truth of human 
persons and their identity as 
male or female, created in the 
image of God. What is techno-
logically possible is not always 
morally right.” 

His words seemed to uplift 
and resonate with those present, 
who discussed them further at a 
breakfast reception following the 
Mass.

BY JENNIFER MILLER

Jennifer Miller
Physicians of the Catholic Medical Association, including Dr. John Rice, center, 
and other health care workers pray after Communion during a White Mass 
celebrated Oct. 11 at St. Joseph Regional Medical Center, Mishawaka.

The Missionary Month  
of October

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Pope Francis has asked that the whole Church revive her 
missionary awareness and commitment during the month 
of October this year. The theme of this missionary month is 
“Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ on Mission in the 
World.” During this month we will also celebrate World Mission 
Sunday. Pope Francis reflected on this theme during his mes-
sage to mark this special month earlier this year:

“Celebrating this month will help us first to rediscover the 
missionary dimension of our faith in Jesus Christ, a faith gra-
ciously bestowed on us in baptism. Our filial relationship with 
God is not something simply private, but always in relation to 
the Church. Through our communion with God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, we, together with so many of our other brothers and 
sisters, are born to new life….We received this gift freely and 
we share it freely, (Mt10:8) without excluding anyone. God wills 
that all people be saved by coming to know the truth and expe-
riencing His mercy through the ministry of the Church, the uni-
versal sacrament of salvation.” (1 Tim 2:4; “Lumen Gentium,” 
48)

While we are all called through our baptism to become mis-
sionary disciples who spread the Good News of Jesus Christ 
among our families, friends, neighbors and co-workers, this 
weekend, on Oct.19 and 20, we will have a concrete opportu-
nity to support the missionary work of the Church throughout 
the world through the annual collection for the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith. This collection benefits more than 
1,100 dioceses in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Pacific, an 
area that covers more than half the territory of the globe. I ask 
you to be as generous as possible with this collection so that the 
Church may continue to proclaim Christ to the ends of the earth.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades
Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend

‘We must see Christ in everyone we care for,’ affirms physician

Dr. John Rice, president of 
the St. Andre Bessette 
Guild of the Catholic 

Medical Association, said fol-
lowing the White Mass that the 
Mass is an opportunity for the 
Church to honor Catholic health 
care professionals who bring 
Christ’s healing mission to the 
bedside every day.

“We come together to offer 
prayers for the sick and those 
who provide their care. This is 
also an opportunity for physi-
cians, nurses and others to 
recommit themselves to an 
authentic vision of the human 
person. We must see Christ in 
everyone we care for, and, in 
turn, we must be the hands and 
the voice and the heart of Christ 

for every patient we meet.”
“Bishop Rhoades highlighted 

some of the areas in which 
society directly challenges our 
Catholic understanding of the 
human person,” Dr. Rice con-
tinued. ”Abortion, in vitro fer-
tilization and embryonic stem 
cell research all undermine 
the dignity of persons at the 
beginning of life. Contraception, 
same sex “marriage” and trans-
gender conversions contradict 
the God-given plan for sexual-
ity. Euthanasia and physician- 
assisted suicide both reflect 
a lack of trust in God and 
His dominion over our lives. 
Physicians are called to lead 
the fight to restore integrity to 
health care.”

The Catholic Medical 
Association is a national orga-
nization founded in 1932 and 
dedicated to integrating the 
truths of the Catholic faith with 
the science and practice of med-
icine, according to Dr. Rice.

“Our local guild, dedicated 
to St. Andre Bessette, strives to 
imitate his charism of humble 
healing of both body and soul.”

The Guild chaplain is Father 
Glenn Kohrman, pastor of Holy 
Family and St. John parishes 
in South Bend. The next meet-
ing is at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 6 and 
will begin with Mass in the St. 
Joseph Regional Medical Center 
chapel, followed by a meeting 
in the education center.

               — Jennifer Miller
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Retire with Class & Enjoy 
Daily Mass.

Foundation supports broadcast of chapel Mass

A gift made possible by 
Catholic Community 
Foundation of Northeast 

Indiana’s generous donors has 
given Holy Cross Village resi-
dents one more way to become 
involved in their community.

Holy Cross Village at Notre 
Dame strives to provide ways for 
its residents to form bonds with 
each other and those outside 
of the continuing care retire-
ment community. A ministry 
of the Brothers of Holy Cross, 
Holy Cross Village is nestled in 
the heart of three well-known 
Catholic educational institutions: 
the University of Notre Dame, 
Saint Mary’s College and Holy 
Cross College. 

In addition to offering inde-
pendent living, assisted living, 
rehabilitation services and more 
to approximately 300 residents, 
the retirement community values 
its Catholic roots and provides a 
spiritual atmosphere. Our Lady 
of Holy Cross Chapel at Holy 
Cross Village is one place that 
spiritual atmosphere resides: 
Residents may visit for quiet 
reflection, prayer and, of course, 
Mass. 

Mass is celebrated each morn-
ing at 11:30 a.m. by one of the 
Holy Cross Brothers. In addition, 
it is broadcast on television via 

the Chapel Channel. This chan-
nel broadcasts the Mass in real 
time so that residents watching 
the Mass can feel they are a part 
of the liturgy. The channel also 
covers any presentations or other 
events hosted in the chapel so 
that residents feel included even 
if they are unable to physically 
visit the chapel.

In addition to the daily Mass 
offerings, resident funerals that 
are conducted in the chapel are 
televised through the Chapel 
Channel. These are important 
milestones, and through the 
Chapel Channel these “celebra-
tions of life” for residents’ fami-
lies can be shared by those who 
have been a part of their loved 
ones’ lives, sometimes for long 
periods of time. 

Over the years the Chapel 

Channel developed several press-
ing technological issues. With the 
installation of a new TV system it 
became evident that broadcasting 
spiritual programming from the 
new Chapel TV to the residents 
was challenging. Lacking the nec-
essary technology to broadcast, 
the sound quality was poor and 
the picture on individual televi-
sions appeared very small, in the 
corner of the screen. As a result, 
as of late residents were not able 
to adequately see or hear the pre-
sentations. 

David Null, president of Holy 
Cross Village, met with staff and 
technicians to discuss alterna-
tives to improve the quality of 
the Chapel Channel. Converged 
Communication Partners devel-
oped a proposal for improvement 
in the technology and quality of 

service. The cost of the project 
was estimated at $3,500. 

Providentially, the Catholic 
Community Foundation of 
Northeast Indiana reached out 
to Barbara Cassady, director 
of development at Holy Cross 
Village to determine if the need 
fit the purpose of the Christian 
Service Fund managed by 
CCFNEI. One of the purposes 
of the Christian Service Fund 
is to provide “opportunities for 
infirmed or shut-ins to partici-
pate in spiritual activities includ-
ing Mass, holy Communion or 
other sacraments.” 

The Christian Service Fund 
of CCFNEI provided a grant of 
$3,555 to Holy Cross Village to 
assist in the pastoral care of its 
residents. Cassady noted that, 
“This timely gift will provide for 
the purchase and installation of 
equipment that will result in a 
full-screen quality image of these 
special viewing events broadcast 
over the Chapel Channel to our 
residents, with greatly enhanced 
sound quality.”

Father Kenneth Grabner, CSC, 
a Holy Cross Village resident and 
celebrant of the chapel’s daily 
Mass, said he’s thankful for the 
upgraded system. The improve-
ments “will enable us to share 
our eucharistic celebrations with 
all of the people here at Holy 
Cross Village … it will add much 
to the spiritual life of our village.”

BY MIKE SHADE

O F  N O RT H E A S T  I N D I A N A

CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY

FOUNDATION
The improvements  

“will enable us to share  

our eucharistic celebrations  

with all of the people here  

at Holy Cross Village …  

it will add much to the  

spiritual life of our village.”

FATHER KENNETH GRABNER, CSC



T O D A Y ’ S  C A T H O L I C 5October 20, 2019

Get more at 
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Leave a Legacy of
Love and Faith.

As you seek for ways to share 
Christ’s love within you, please 
consider leaving a part of your 
legacy to the Church. 

For more information about 
how you can include your parish 
or the Diocese in your will or 
estate plan, contact Michael 
Shade, executive director of the 
Catholic Community Foundation 
of Northeast Indiana at 
260.949.2441.

www.ccfnei.org

CatholicFoundation_TodaysCatholic_Ad_Feb2019.indd   1 2/18/19   1:49 PM

Catholics need to recognize  
‘ecological sins,’ synod members say

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Synod 
members called for the Catholic 
Church to deepen its theology 
in a way that would help people 
recognize “ecological sins.”

According to a Vatican News 
summary of the Oct. 8 afternoon 
session, members said that an 
“ecological conversion” was nec-
essary to ensure that Christians 
understand the “gravity of sin 
against the environment as a 
sin against God, against one’s 
neighbor and against future gen-
erations.”

“No to individualism or indif-
ference that makes us look at 
reality like a spectator, like look-
ing at a screen,” the summary 
said. “Yes to an ecological con-
version centered on responsibility 
and an integral ecology that plac-
es at its center human dignity, 
which is too often trampled.”

At a Vatican press briefing 
Oct. 9, Paolo Ruffini, prefect of 
the Dicastery for Communication, 
said that a number of interven-
tions given by bishops, observ-
ers and delegates from other 
Christian churches dealt with 
the issue of ecology and the 
need for a “profound ecological 
conversion that passes from a 
technocratic paradigm to a caring 
paradigm.”

Ruffini reported one member 
saying that Christianity is “a 
call to an ecological morality in 
the knowledge that ecological 
sins exist, which also can be 
described as ‘ecocide.’”

Through catechesis and par-
ticularly in the sacrament of pen-
ance, the reality and impact of 
ecological sins can be explained, 
he said a synod participant sug-
gested. Like other sins, ecological 
sins “can be considered either 
minor or grave, but in any case 
they offend God and neighbor.”

Ecological conversion is, 
first and foremost, “a conver-
sion to holiness,” one member 
said, citing the examples of 
German Salesian Father Rudolf 
Lunkenbein and Simao Cristino 
Koge Kudugodu, a lay member of 
the Bororo indigenous communi-
ty in Mato Grosso, Brazil, where 
Father Lunkenbein served.

The German priest, known 
for his defense of indigenous 
reserves, was shot and killed 

in 1976 in the courtyard of the 
Salesian mission where he lived. 
Koge died attempting to save 
Father Lunkenbein’s life and, 
with his final breath, forgave his 
murderers.

Synod members called on the 
Church, especially the media, 
to highlight the lives of “good 
priests and not just the current 
scandals that unfortunately 
occupy so many pages in news-
papers.”

Their lives, the Vatican News 
summary said, “have an enor-
mous power of attraction among 
young people, who call for a 

renewed pastoral ministry (that 
is) more dynamic and attentive.”

Father Giacomo Costa, secre-
tary of the synod’s information 
commission, told journalists 
that among the issues addressed 
during the synod’s Oct. 9 morn-
ing session was the theme of 
“intercultural and interreligious 
dialogue.”

One member addressing the 
synod, he said, stated that indig-
enous communities yearn for “a 
dialogue that calls for respect for 
other cultures,” a form of dia-
logue that, “in the end, is respect 
for the Gospel.”

BY JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES

CNS photo/Paul Haring
Paolo Ruffini, head of the Vatican Dicastery for Communication, speaks at a 
news briefing following a session of the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon at 
the Vatican Oct. 8.

Saint Pius X Catholic Church  
Respect Life Ministries  
StPius.net/RespectLife  

Not a mistake 

Not a problem 

Not a burden 

Not an inconvenience 

Not a nuisance 

Not an accident 

Not a punishment 

A Miracle 
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Resettlement agencies 
await final word on 
refugee number U.S. 
will allow
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (CNS) — The 
people who help refugees from 
around the world resettle in 
the Nashville area and across 
Tennessee are waiting to see if 
the Trump administration’s deci-
sion to reduce the number of 
refugees to be admitted to the 
country to 18,000 in the next 
fiscal year, the lowest number 
since the resettlement program 
was created in 1980, will stand. 
“The agencies are waiting and 
crossing their fingers, and in the 
meantime continue doing what 
they do. And they do it well,” 
said Holly Johnson, director of the 
Tennessee Office for Refugees, 
which oversees the resettlement 
program in the state. The U.S. 
State Department released the 
Trump administration’s refugee 
cap proposal Sept. 26 and the 
White House issued a separate 
order saying states and locali-
ties must approve refugee reset-
tlement in their regions before 
refugees can be sent to them. 
A final decision on the number 
of refugees the U.S. will admit 
will be made after consultation 
with Congress. A moratorium on 
admitting refugees has been put 
in place until Oct. 22, accord-
ing to Johnson. “The resettlement 
programs we have in Tennessee 
are exceptional,” she told the 
Tennessee Register, newspaper 
of the Nashville Diocese. “They 
are strong programs that serve 
a lot of people and serve them 
really well.” Catholic Charities 
of Tennessee’s Refugee and 
Immigration Services office is 
one of five resettlement agencies 
operating in the state and one of 
two in the Nashville area.

Little Sisters of the 
Poor again seek 
Supreme Court’s help
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The Little 
Sisters of the Poor filed a petition 
with the Supreme Court Oct. 1 
asking the court to once again 
protect them from the contracep-
tive mandate of the Affordable 
Care Act. This has a familiar ring 
because in 2016 the Supreme 
Court granted the sisters a reli-
gious exemption from the govern-
ment’s mandate requiring them 
to include coverage of contracep-
tives in their employee health 
plans or pay hefty fines. Then, 
one year later, they were given 
further protection by an execu-
tive order issued by President 
Donald Trump requiring the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services to write a com-
prehensive exemption to benefit 
the Little Sisters and other reli-
gious ministries from the contra-
ceptive mandate. HHS provided 
this exemption in 2018 but sever-
al states challenged it, including 
California, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, saying HHS didn’t have 
the power to give this exemption. 

The states of Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey were able to obtain 
a nationwide injunction against 
the rules protecting religious 
objectors from the contraceptive 
mandate and that injunction 
was then upheld by the 3rd U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals, based in 
Philadelphia. The Little Sisters 
are appealing the 3rd Circuit’s 
ruling to the Supreme Court. “It 
is time for the Supreme Court to 
finally put this issue to rest,” said 
Mark Rienzi, president of Becket, 
a nonprofit religious liberty law 
firm that represents the sisters.

In death penalty  
discussion, U.S. bishops 
emphasize human  
dignity, mercy
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The 
Catholic Church’s opposition to 
the death penalty stems from 
its view on the sacredness of 

human life and the value of 
mercy, said U.S. bishops in a 
roundtable discussion about capi-
tal punishment Oct. 10. The dis-
cussion, which was livestreamed 
by Catholic News Service, took 
place on the World Day Against 
the Death Penalty and high-
lighted not only the consistency 
of church teaching against capi-
tal punishment but also what 
Catholics could do to learn more 
about what the Catholic Church 
has to say on this issue. The 
panelists were Archbishops Paul 
S. Coakley of Oklahoma City and 
Wilton D. Gregory of Washington 
and Bishop Frank J. Dewane of 
Venice, Florida. Bishop Dewane is 
chairman of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ Committee 
on Domestic Justice and Human 
Development and Archbishop 
Coakley is its chairman-elect. “The 
death penalty is wrong, I believe, 
in many different ways,” but 
particularly because it is “coars-
ening society,” said Archbishop 

Coakley, who stressed that capital 
punishment is “not a way for-
ward” and instead is compound-
ing the violence already present 
in this country. When the bishops 
were asked how opposition to the 
death penalty can be seen as a 
pro-life issue, Archbishop Gregory 
said: “It makes us violent to do 
violence against another human 
being” whether that person is 
waiting to be born, has reached 
the end of life or has committed a 
serious crime. They all “belong to 
God’s creation,” he said.

Parish recommits to 
sanctuary; archbishop 
says immigration a 
pro-life issue
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (CNS) — St. 
William Church in Louisville reaf-
firmed its status as a sanctu-
ary parish at a news conference 
on the steps of the church Oct. 

8. Leaders of the parish, includ-
ing parish administrator Sharan 
Benton, issued a public statement 
declaring its “long-standing com-
mitment as a sanctuary parish.” 
While the parish has no plans to 
house migrants or immigrants, 
as it did for Central Americans 
in the 1980s, it will continue to 
be a voice for those fleeing vio-
lence and persecution, its lead-
ers said. “St. William strives to 
embody the central principle of 
Catholic social teaching, which is 
to uphold the dignity of human 
persons,” said Dawn Dones, pas-
toral associate at St. William. 
In the 1980s, St. William and a 
number of other area churches 
housed Central American refu-
gees who were fleeing oppressive 
governments in their countries. 
“In 2019, our commitment to 
sanctuary looks different. We are 
no longer equipped to house per-
sons in the building adjacent to 
the church which is now a youth 
retreat center. “Our sanctuary 
declaration is instead a public 
rejection of the brutal and racist 
policies of the present admin-
istration, and a commitment to 
support the leadership of immi-
grant-led groups who work dili-
gently to establish justice for all,” 
Dones said.

Journalist talks about 
reconciling faith and 
career of covering 
executions
HOUSTON (CNS) — Michael 
Graczyk, a parishioner at a 
Catholic church in Montgomery 
County, Texas, has personally wit-
nessed more than 400 executions 
of Texas inmates in death penalty 
cases in his career as a journal-
ist. An Associated Press reporter 
since 1983, Graczyk retired last 
year and still freelances for AP, 
continuing to witness executions, 
including nine scheduled through 
the end of this year. “When you 
walk into the death chamber, you 
check your emotions at the door. I 
usually check my emotions at the 
prison gate,” he said. “I’ve got-
ten to know many of the inmates 
through interviews. I also have 
sentiments for the families of the 
victims, who have to wait 10 or 
20 years for the punishment to be 
carried out.” Since Catholic teach-
ing is pro-life, from conception to 
natural death, Graczyk reconciles 
the two parts of himself with 
a Scripture passage. “I look to 
the biblical passage ‘render unto 
Caesar what is Caesar’s.’ Since 
this is the government doing 
these, I can remain faithful to the 
teachings of the Church,” Graczyk 
told the Texas Catholic Herald, 
newspaper of the Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston. “The 
Catholic Church many times has 
been alone in its protection of 
life from conception to natural 
death. Liberals opposed to capital 
punishment are often times in 
favor of abortion. Conservatives 
are against abortion, but then 
favor the death penalty,” he said.

News Briefs

CNS photo/Ed Wilkson, The Tablet

Sister Maria Loretta Caeti holds a relic of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, the patroness of immi-
grants who once lived in Brooklyn, N.Y., during an Oct. 6 procession in Brooklyn. She was 
one of 14 sisters from the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Mother Cabrini’s 
order, who joined a crowd of over 1,000 rallying in support of the saint getting a statue in 
Brooklyn as part of the She Built NYC project, following outrage over the snubbing of St. 
Frances Xavier Cabrini by New York City first lady Chirlane McCray’s commission. Many 
Italian Americans joined the march, led by Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn and 
Msgr. David Cassato, director of the Brooklyn diocese’s Italian Apostolate. 

Italian Americans call for New York to honor saint with statue
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Discovery of additional 
fetal remains brings 
body count to 2,411
INDIANAPOLIS — Authorities 
have determined that new fetal 
remains discovered this week in 
the trunk of a car in Illinois are 
the bodies of 165 unborn chil-
dren, Attorney General Curtis Hill 
said during a news conference 
Oct. 11. The total count of fetuses 
discovered in the belongings of 
the late abortionist Ulrich Klopfer 
is now 2,411.

During his career, Klopfer is 
believed to have performed tens of 
thousands of abortions. Like the 
2,246 aborted fetuses found last 
month at a garage at Klopfer’s 
home, the most recently discov-
ered remains are the result of 
abortions Klopfer performed from 
2000 to 2002 at Indiana clinics 
located in Fort Wayne, Gary and 
South Bend. The remains found 
on Wednesday are believed to be 
from 2002.

“This is uncharted territory for 
all of us,” Hill said. “We are fol-
lowing the same protocol for these 
additional 165 fetal remains that 
we have already established. We 
remain committed to ensuring 
that all these unborn children 
receive a respectful final disposi-
tion here in Indiana.”

Klopfer died on Sept. 3 at the 
age of 79. On Sept. 12, Illinois 
authorities learned that fam-
ily members going through his 
belongings found preserved 
fetal remains at his residence — 
prompting an investigation that 
is ongoing. On Oct. 2, Hill over-
saw the transportation of 2,246 
aborted fetuses back to Indiana.

On Oct. 9, members of the Will 
County, Illinois, Sheriff’s Office 
discovered additional remains 
while searching several vehicles 
owned by Klopfer and kept at 
a business property in Dolton, 
Illinois. Klopfer had stored the 
vehicles in an outdoor gated lot 
for more than six years, accord-
ing to information gathered by 
the sheriff’s office. At the prop-
erty, investigators found a total 
of eight cars belonging to Klopfer: 
In the trunk of one late-1990s 
Mercedes Benz, they found fetal 
remains.

The Indiana Attorney General’s 
office has set up a phone num-
ber and email address for any-
one with possible connections to 
the fetal remains who may wish 
to inquire. The email address is 
questions@atg.in.gov, and the 
phone number is 317-234-6663.

National Catholic 
Singles Conference
NASHVILLE — Join hundreds 
of single Catholics from across 
the country at the 19th National 
Catholic Singles Conference – Oct. 
25-27, at the Diocese of Nashville 
Catholic Pastoral Center. The 
weekend includes talks by 
dynamic speakers Sister Helena 
Burns, Dr. Kerry Cronin, Damon 
Owens and David Clayton as well 
as music, social events, prayer, 
food, fellowship and more. Space 
is limited so register now. Enter 
promo code NASH19 for a $20 
discount. For more informa-
tion and to register visit www.
NationalCatholicSingles.com or 
call 512-766-5798.

Around the diocese

Photos by Bob List

Parishioners of Sacred Heart, Warsaw, gathered at a Marian grotto on parish grounds Oct. 
6 to pray the rosary before taking part in a one-hour life chain through downtown Warsaw. 
Led by pastor Father Jonathan Norton, approximately 80 people took part — holding signs 
with messages like “Abortion hurts Women,” “Choose Life” and “Adoption, the Loving 
Option.” 

Provided by Ryan Grill

Knights of Columbus Council 5521, South Bend, hosted the Northeast Regional Soccer 
Challenge Championship Oct. 5 at Fathers’ Field in Mishawaka. A total of nine children won 
their respective divisions and have qualified to compete in the Indiana Knights of Columbus 
State Soccer Challenge Championship Oct. 20. Pictured from left, in the front row, are Landon 
Grill, age 14 boys; Bryan Curylo, age 13 boys; Aydan Grill, age 12 boys; Nathaneal Crawford, 
age 10 boys; Anna Walczak, age 12 girls; Macey Vicsik, age 11 girls; Aryana Grill, age 10 
girls; and Josephine Waikel, age 9 girls. In the back row are Mike Huzsar; Ryan Grill, Soccer 
Challenge chairman; Brian Krol, Frank Gorny and Bryan Walczak.

Rosary and life chain in Warsaw

Knights’ regional soccer challenge champions
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STAY WITH US
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You have been called to serve the community of

as a Catechist.

May God our Father, the Father of Love, 
fill you with confidence and joy

as you proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ
through the Holy Spirit.

                  
Pastor Catechetical Leader

Convenient grace

October is the month dur-
ing which the attention 
of Catholics is drawn to 

pondering the mysteries of the 
rosary. During the month of the 
holy rosary, catechists look to 
Mary, the mother of catechists, 
to help them guide their stu-
dents to a closer walk with 
Christ. 

Author Darcy Osby shared 
in an article for “Catechist 
Journey” magazine: “Our pri-
mary goal as catechist is to 
lead others to Christ. Who bet-
ter to serve as our model than 
Mary, who spent her life doing 
just that?” 

Two catechists who emulate 
Mary’s example are Roger and 
Theresa Harmon. The couple 
has been guid-
ing children in a 
closer walk with 
Jesus since their 
move to Bristol 
in 1993. 

A job transfer 
led the Harmons 
to Bristol and 
to the then-
small church of 
St. Mary of the 
Annunciation. 
Theresa came 
from a teach-
ing position 
at a Catholic 
school in the 
Archdiocese 
of Chicago. 
Although she 
accepted a new position in the 
public school system, she knew 
she wanted to continue sharing 
the Catholic faith with children.

“Our first year at St. Mary’s, 
I taught preschool in the church 
basement,” said Theresa. “The 
following year Roger joined me 
in teaching the fourth grade. 
We would bring our young-
est son, Billy, to class with us 
in the walker. Our two oldest 
sons, Chris and Matthew, were 
also in CCD, so each Sunday 
it was a special family time. 
Then in 2001 we welcomed our 
beautiful daughter, Elizabeth, 
and continued the tradition of 
having her with us in class.”

The Harmons began teach-
ing the second grade first 
reconciliation and Communion 
class in the fall of 1995 and 

continue to teach it to this day. 
“The time I get to share 

the love of Jesus in the class-
room on Sunday mornings 
refreshes me — every time I’m 
with them,” stated Roger. “I 
learn right along with the kids. 
Watching them receive the sac-
raments for the first time is so 
amazing.” 

Roger is also a minister of 
holy Communion and is filled 
with joy, he said, when he 
offers the body and the pre-
cious blood to the children for 
the first time. 

“What excites me about 
teaching these sacraments is 
watching the kids start out 
not knowing very much about 
their faith, and then to see 
their growth and knowledge of 
Bible stories come alive in their 
hearts.”

“I get goosebumps just 
think-
ing about 
watching 
the children 
grow and 
learn about 
our faith 
and then 
receiving 
Jesus for 
the first 
time.” 
echoed 
Theresa. 
“It’s also 
heartwarm-
ing when 
they get 
so excited 
about 
receiving 

their first Bible. We like to 
bring the Scriptures to life by 
reading the text in their Bibles 
and then acting it out. 

“One of my favorite lessons 
is the Good Shepherd and the 
lost sheep, Theresa continued. 
“We place a chair in the middle 
of the room and make an 
obstacle course to show how 
you can lose your way, but 
through the sacrament of rec-
onciliation you can always find 
your way back to Jesus. He will 
come and find you with open 
arms,” she explained. 

Four years ago, older chil-
dren began coming to the 
program without having made 
their first reconciliation and 
received their first Communion. 
Roger and Theresa began 
teaching them the sacraments 

on Wednesday evenings, in 
addition to their Sunday morn-
ing classes. The candidates and 
catechumens attend their grade 
levels on Sunday and then 
come to the Harmons’ class on 
Wednesday. 

“I really enjoy working with 
these students on Wednesday 
nights,” said Roger. “They get 
so excited about learning the 
Bible stories and can’t wait to 
receive Jesus.” 

Theresa shared the example 
of one of the students.

“Lucian came to us not 
knowing anything about the 
sacrament he was to receive. 
Now, in his second year, his 
hand is constantly raised ready 
to recall the Bible stories that 
were taught the previous week. 
He loves to get the other stu-
dents involved as they retell the 
Gospel stories. 

“I see the children grow year 
after year but I still get emo-
tional watching them receive 
Jesus, especially the children 
that have special needs,” she 
said.

Members of the Bristol 
community beyond the par-
ish know “Mr. Rogers,” as the 
kids call Roger, and Theresa 
as their teacher in elementary 
school. The couple has not 
only touched the hearts of the 
children at St. Mary since their 
move to Bristol, they have 
let their love for Jesus shine 
throughout the larger commu-
nity; coaching Little League, 
leading Scouting programs, 
becoming involved in the 
Bristol Summer Park Program 
and being marching band 
boosters, and volunteering their 
time and talent wherever else 
God leads them.

Having recently stepped 
down from their Sunday morn-
ing class, they continue teach-
ing on Wednesdays. 

“We have been so blessed 
these past 26 years to teach 
the sacraments to so many 
children, including two out of 
three of our boys, our daughter 
and our granddaughter,” said 
Theresa. “When we’re out in 
the community, former stu-
dents of all ages come up to us 
with hugs. ‘You were our CCD 
teachers!’ they say. We feel so 
blessed to be able to be a part 
of helping guide these children 
to a closer walk with Jesus.”

BY TAMI DELUCENAY

Photos by Tami Delucenay
Watching the story of the institution of the Catholic faith come alive in the 
hearts of children is a blessing that continues to inspire Theresa and Roger 
Harmon of Bristol. 

The Harmons prepare older children to complete the sacraments of initiation 
on Wednesday evenings at St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish. 

Profiles in the CCD/Religious Education setting

“I see the children grow year 

after year but I still get emotional 

watching them receive Jesus, 

especially the children that  

have special needs.”
THERESA HARMON

Providing personal care for the whole family
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DIOCESE OF

FORT WAYNE SOUTH BEND

Dear friends in Christ:

Once again, we are publishing an accounting of the financial operations of the diocese for the fiscal year  
that ended June 30, 2019. As we have done in past years, we have also included a consolidated financial 
report of our high schools and parishes. This is done in the spirit of accountability and transparency. 

For the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2019, our total gain was $3,511,871 (from our audited financial  
statements). This is only for the central operations of the diocese. It does not include the activity of the  
parishes, schools or missions in the diocese. Investments gained 3.8% versus a budgeted amount of 4%.  
A detailed breakdown of our financial picture can be found inside.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Joseph G. Ryan, Chief Financial Officer

DIOCESAN FINANCE COUNCIL 
Most Rev. Kevin C. Rhoades
Very Rev. Mark Gurtner
Deacon James Fitzpatrick, Business Owner
Mr. Thomas Skiba, CPA
Mr. Jerry Kearns, Executive Director, OSV Institute
Mr. George Witwer, Business Owner
Mr. Michael Hammes, Retired Banker
Ms. Linda Teeters, CPA
Mr. Christopher Murphy, Bank Chairman/President/CEO 
Mr. Timothy Dolezal, CFA
Ms. Meg Distler, Executive Director, Community Foundation
Mr. Bob Doelling, Attorney
Mr. Tom Schuerman, Parish Business Manager

Financial Report
2019
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2019 Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend Financial Report
Statement of revenues, budgets and expenses for the year ended June 30, 2019

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

GROUPS RECEIVING GRANTS FROM THE BISHOP’S APPEAL

 
CENTRAL DEPARTMENTS 

 

      

 EXPENSES    BUDGETED  EXPENSES  

Tribunal   414,006     380,991    

General Administration   749,460     702,616    

Parish Assistance   36,000     54,637    

Personnel   366,539     329,000    

Diocesan Services Agency   63,145     59,449    

Data Processing   119,820     88,092    

US Catholic Conference/Indiana Catholic Conference   139,864     137,000    

Missions   19,433     19,425    

Archbishop Noll Catholic Center   563,424     459,966    

Miscellaneous Properties   271,006     230,387     

Accounting   230,760     304,745    

Bishop’s Appeal   248,017     280,376    

Bishop’s Office   104,936     93,695    

Safe Environment   77,994     64,624    

Archivist   55,303     58,979    

Today’s Catholic   438,335     414,504    

Office of Catholic Communications   244,239     257,860     

Evangelization/Discipleship   696,186     761,031    

TV Mass   126,982     125,733    

Property Management   137,043     126,531    

Office of Vocations   40,573     58,588    

Office of Worship/Music Ministry   181,375     171,350    

Special Ministries   286,294     227,594    

Permanent Diaconate   78,731     40,950    

Ministry of Education   528,452     544,743     

Religious Education Office   191,856     198,523    

Seminarian Education/Priest Formation   1,220,385     1,340,253    

Continuing Ed/Priests   91,268     54,000    

Catholic Charities   425,275     425,000    

Catholic Charities Property - South Bend   13,154     15,543    

International Priests Assigned to Parishes   46,385     30,000    

Youth Ministry   173,409     126,293    

Development Office   98,493     120,847    

Cathedral Museum   40,349    6,284    

Planned Giving   109     158    

  

  8,518,600    8,309,757    

  

      
      

                  Without Donor          Temporarily/With   Total
 Restrictions       Donor Restrictions  Funds

Parish Quotas and Assessments  $2,439,815     $0     $2,439,815  
Donations and Bequests  2,059,686       300      $2,059,986  
Net Investment Income  414,193        5,554      $419,747  
Unrealized Investment Gain (Loss)  1,258,163      13,412     1,271,575 
Fundraising - Bishop’s Appeal  5,491,342       0     $5,491,342  
Insurance Premiums  20,190,800      0      $20,190,800  
Interest - Loans  474,004     0     $474,004  
Collections  290,659     0     $290,659  
Advertising  116,943       0     $116,943  
Subscriptions  71,623     0     $71,623  
Sale of Merchandise  365,343       0     $365,343  
Fees/Rentals/Workshops  1,099,865        16,700      $1,116,565  
Miscellaneous  108,488     0     $108,488  
Change in Value - Beneficial Trust Interest 0     (15,210)     ($15,210) 
Gain on Sale of Assets   3,018     0     $3,018  
Net Assets Released from Restriction  387,087       (387,087)     $0 

TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE  $34,771,029       ($366,331)       $34,404,698  

EXPENSES

St. Vincent de Paul Society,
  Fort Wayne and South Bend                          
Vincent Village                          
Women’s Care Center                     
Christ Child Society,  

       Fort Wayne and South Bend                      
St. Augustine Soup Kitchen
Little Flower Food Panty
Chiara Home
Franciscan Center

Sister Maura Brannick Health Center
Catholic Charities
COPOSH (Homeless Center, SB)
Logan Center
St. Martin’s Health Clinic
Hannah’s House
Life Athletes
St. Mary’s Soup Kitchen 
Dismas House of South Bend
Matthew 25

Holy Cross, South Bend
Our Lady of Hungary, South Bend
Queen of Angels, Fort Wayne
St. Monica, Mishawaka
St. Adalbert, South Bend 
St. Michael, Plymouth

St. Joseph, Fort Wayne
St. Anthony de Padua, South Bend
St. Catherine, Nix Settlement
St. John the Baptist, New Haven
St. Mary of the Assumption, Avilla

PARISHES RECEIVING GRANTS FROM THE BISHOP’S APPEAL

Ministry Services  $3,165,380 $0    $3,165,380  
Educational Services  4,552,586   0    $4,552,586  
Other 17,642,093 0 $17,642,093
Communications  809,555   0    $809,555  
Fundraising - Bishop’s Appeal  346,620   0   $346,620  
Administrative   4,376,593   0    $4,376,593  
  
TOTAL EXPENSES  $30,892,827   $0    $30,892,827  
   
Change in Net Assets  $3,878,202    ($366,331)     $3,511,871  

Net Assets at Beginning of Year   $20,329,201    $7,132,524         $27,461,725  
Net Assets at End of Year   $24,207,403    $6,766,193         $30,973,596  
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2019 Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend Financial Report
Statement of revenues, budgets and expenses for the year ended June 30, 2019

DIOCESAN HIGH SCHOOLS
 

CENTRAL DEPARTMENTS 
 

      

 EXPENSES    BUDGETED  EXPENSES  

Tribunal   414,006     380,991    

General Administration   749,460     702,616    

Parish Assistance   36,000     54,637    

Personnel   366,539     329,000    

Diocesan Services Agency   63,145     59,449    

Data Processing   119,820     88,092    

US Catholic Conference/Indiana Catholic Conference   139,864     137,000    

Missions   19,433     19,425    

Archbishop Noll Catholic Center   563,424     459,966    

Miscellaneous Properties   271,006     230,387     

Accounting   230,760     304,745    

Bishop’s Appeal   248,017     280,376    

Bishop’s Office   104,936     93,695    

Safe Environment   77,994     64,624    

Archivist   55,303     58,979    

Today’s Catholic   438,335     414,504    

Office of Catholic Communications   244,239     257,860     

Evangelization/Discipleship   696,186     761,031    

TV Mass   126,982     125,733    

Property Management   137,043     126,531    

Office of Vocations   40,573     58,588    

Office of Worship/Music Ministry   181,375     171,350    

Special Ministries   286,294     227,594    

Permanent Diaconate   78,731     40,950    

Ministry of Education   528,452     544,743     

Religious Education Office   191,856     198,523    

Seminarian Education/Priest Formation   1,220,385     1,340,253    

Continuing Ed/Priests   91,268     54,000    

Catholic Charities   425,275     425,000    

Catholic Charities Property - South Bend   13,154     15,543    

International Priests Assigned to Parishes   46,385     30,000    

Youth Ministry   173,409     126,293    

Development Office   98,493     120,847    

Cathedral Museum   40,349    6,284    

Planned Giving   109     158    

  

  8,518,600    8,309,757    

  

      
      

INCOME 

Tuition/Fees 20,397,376 
* Diocesan Assistance 1,378,669 
Other Grants/Scholarships 626,132 
Fundraising 1,814,011 
Athletic/Other 3,927,409 
TOTAL INCOME 28,143,597 
 
EXPENSES 
 

Administrative 
Cost of Employee 4,274,486 
Other Administrative 4,366,086
Total Administrative 8,640,572 
 
Instructional 
Cost of Employee-Teaching 10,464,985 
Academic Department-Cost 124,911 
Other Expense-Teaching 404,712 
Cost of Employee-Supportive 1,210,738 
Other Expense-Supportive 435,076 
Total Instructional 12,640,422 
 
Operational 
Cost of Employee 1,285,129 
Other Expense-Operational 2,006,329 
Total Operational 3,291,458 
 
Miscellaneous 
Capital/Miscellaneous 0 
Other Miscellaneous 3,537,724 
Total Miscellaneous 3,537,724 
 
TOTAL EXPENSES 28,110,176 
SURPLUS/(LOSS) 33,421

* Diocesan Assistance
Bishop Dwenger High School 417,199
Bishop Luers High School 274,330
Saint Joseph High School 386,171
Marian High School 318,969
Total 1,378,669

INCOME 

Church Income 60,313,215 
School Income 51,171,491
TOTAL INCOME 111,484,706 
 
EXPENSES 

Church Expense 43,505,387 
School Expense 63,704,454 
TOTAL EXPENSE 107,209,841 
 
SURPLUS 4,274,865 

82 DIOCESAN PARISHES

     
 Contributions Distributions 6/30/19 Balance 

1st Source – Hispanic $     100,000  $     173,334
Priest Retirement $     955,400           $  1,357,515
High Schools $     955,400   $  1,357,515
Catholic Charities $  1,908,800 (1,017,500) $  2,123,351
Religious Education $  1,908,800 (665,529) $  2,082,515
Hispanic Ministry $     955,400 (205,540) $  1,274,446 
Elementary Schools $19,118,745 (10,235,601) $18,452,227

Total $25,902,545 (12,124,170)    $26,820,903

LEGACY OF FAITH ENDOWMENTS
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DIOCESAN AUDIT 
The diocese is audited every year by Leonard J. 

Andorfer & Company, a certified public accounting firm, 
and, as in the past, no exceptions were noted. This 
means that the diocesan books, records and account-
ing policies are conducted in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles. This audit, along with 
the management letter, is presented not only to the 
Audit Committee, but to the entire Diocesan Finance 
Council; and the council is given time alone with the 
auditor, without the presence of diocesan officials, to be 
sure that they were given full access to all appropriate 
financial records.

For the past several years, the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops has required that the Diocesan 
Finance Council sign a report indicating the following: 
1) that the council has met quarterly; 2) that the audit 
and the management letter have been reviewed; 3) that 
the budget has been reviewed. This report and certifica-
tion must then be sent to the Metropolitan Archbishop 
of the Province, which, in this case, is the Archbishop 
of Indianapolis. We require similar reporting from our 
parishes to the diocese.

PARISHES 
It is also important that there be accountability 

and transparency in parishes. According to canon law, 
every parish must have a Parish Finance Council. We 
have an internal auditor who does a financial review of 
every parish every two years; in addition, every parish 
is audited at the time of a pastoral change. During the 
past 12 years, we have sent this financial report, done 
by our auditor, to each member of the Parish Finance 
Council. This enables the review to be discussed at a 
regular meeting. As indicated above, controls have now 
been established similar to the accountability of each 
diocese.

It is important to understand how the Annual 
Bishop’s Appeal has sustained the parishes. It was the 
hope of our lay leadership prior to the institution of 
the appeal that the parishes would benefit. This has 
become a reality. The appeal has increased the incen-
tive of parishes to seek funds. During the 33 years 
since the appeal began, our parishes have engaged in 
major capital fund drives. Since the appeal began, fund 
drives for parishes have brought in over $173,906,794 
for new buildings and renovations approved by the 
Diocesan Finance Council. This includes parish ini-
tiatives linked to the Legacy of Faith. Also, over 
$231,571,837, which would have been paid to the 
diocese under the previous system, now remains in 
the parishes. In addition, $6.2 million from the appeal 
has been given in grants to parishes in need. The 32nd 
Annual Bishop’s Appeal attained $6,149,292.

TWINNING PARISHES 
A number of parishes have agreed to twin with 

certain targeted  parishes to help them provide a full 
Catholic education. From January 1999 thru March 
2019, a total of $3,256,580 has been received by 16 
parishes. This is true Christian stewardship; and most 
of the parishes making these contributions do it as part 
of their parish stewardship effort. These parishes give a 
proportionate gift to other parishes in need. This twin-
ning program has saved several parish schools.

HIGH SCHOOLS 
Over $84 million has been raised for building proj-

ects in our four high schools. The four high schools 
continue to flourish; but not without challenges. The 
Annual Bishop’s Appeal gives $1.7 million to the high 
schools every year, which has created a sense of stabili-
ty. Next year, tuition will increase by $200- $400 in our 
high schools. Our high schools are audited every year 
by an independent CPA firm. Each high school has pre-
sented a balanced budget for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2019. Two high schools have debts to the dio-
cese and are paying on those debts. Two high schools 
have done pledge financing with an external source in 
connection with capital campaigns.

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF 
NORTHEAST INDIANA 

Both the Development Office and the Business Office 
helped put in place the Catholic Community Foundation 
of Northeast Indiana, which enables parishes, high 
schools and other Diocesan institutions to raise funds 
for an ongoing endowment. Currently, there are 169 
endowments  in the Catholic Community Foundation. 
Talk to your pastor or school board about establishing 
an endowment for your parish and/or parish school. To 
establish an endowment and experience endowment 
growth involves planned giving - bequests, annuities, 
remainder trusts, as well as gifts and other creative 
ways by which you can make contributions. Funds 
placed  in this trust will remain there and grow, and 
the interest realized will continue to fund the desig-
nated purpose for years to come. These are gifts that 
keep on giving. Those who contribute will determine 
the area where these funds are to be restricted. Regular 
annual reports and semi-annual newsletters are sent to 
the donors. The Catholic Community Foundation now 
contains $52,263,087 as of 06/30/19.

INVESTMENTS 
Our investments are overseen by Catholic 

Investment Services. Investments are placed carefully 
so as to avoid excessive risk. We have a very diversified 
portfolio, fully in keeping with Catholic moral teaching. 
CIS meets with our Investment Committee on a quarter-
ly basis. In the fiscal year in question here, investments 
gained 3.8%. The current asset allocation  is detailed in 
the pie chart below.

Responsible stewardship serves Christ and His Church

Learn more about the work of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend     
Visit diocesefwsb.org/ministries

71% 
Equity  
Oriented  
Assets

16% 
Diversifying 
Strategies

13% 
Fixed  
Income

Current asset allocation
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Top reasons to oppose assisted suicide
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The 
deadly and dangerous prac-
tice of assisted suicide is now 
legal in five states: Oregon, 
Washington, Vermont, California 
and Colorado, and the District 
of Columbia, the nation’s capi-
tal. Montana’s highest court, 
while not officially legalizing 
the practice, suggested in 2009 
that it could be allowed under 
certain circumstances. With new 
momentum and lots of money, 
assisted suicide proponents are 
pursuing an aggressive nation-
wide campaign to advance their 
agenda through legislation, bal-
lot measures, litigation and pub-
lic advertising, targeting states 
they see as most susceptible to 
their message. 

Some polls indicate that the 
public is receptive to the gen-
eral concept of assisted suicide. 
But the same polls show that 
when the public learns about 
the dangers of assisted suicide, 
especially for those who are 
poor, elderly, disabled or without 
access to good medical care, their 
views shift against the prac-
tice. The following dangers are 
among the top reasons to oppose 
assisted suicide.

A deadly mix with 
profit-driven health 
care systems

Some patients in Oregon and 
California have received word 
that their health insurance will 
pay for assisted suicide but will 
not pay for treatment that may 
sustain their lives.

Puts vulnerable  
persons at risk of 
abuse and coercion

Once lethal drugs have been 
prescribed, assisted suicide laws 
have no requirements for assess-
ing the patient’s consent, com-
petency or voluntariness. Who 
would know if the drugs are free-
ly taken, since there is no super-
vision or tracking of the drugs 
once they leave the pharmacy 
and no witnesses are required at 
the time of death? 

Despite a reporting system 
designed to conceal rather than 
detect abuses, reports of undue 
influence have nonetheless sur-
faced in Oregon.  In one case, a 
woman with cancer committed sui-
cide with a doctor’s assistance even 
though she had dementia, was 
found mentally incompetent by 
doctors, and had a grown daughter 
described as “somewhat coercive” 
in pushing her toward suicide.

Elder abuse is considered 
a major health problem in the 
United States, with federal esti-
mates that one in ten elder per-
sons are abused. Placing lethal 
drugs into the hands of abusers 
generates an additional major 
risk to elder persons.

Assisted suicide laws often 
allow one of the two witnesses 

to the request for lethal drugs to 
be an heir to the patient’s estate. 
Therefore, an heir or friends of the 
heir can encourage or pressure the 
patient to request lethal drugs and 
then be a witness to the request. 

Dangerously broad 
definition of terminal 
illness

Assisted suicide laws typi-
cally appear to limit eligibility 
to terminally ill patients who 
are expected to die within six 
months but don’t distinguish 
between persons who will die 
within six months with treat-
ment and those who will die 
within six months without treat-
ment. This means that patients 
with treatable diseases (like 
diabetes or chronic respiratory 
or cardiac disease) and patients 
with disabilities requiring venti-
lator support are all eligible for 
lethal drugs because they would 
die within six months without 
the treatment they would nor-
mally receive. 

Pain not primary issue
Untreated pain is not among 

the top reasons for taking lethal 
drugs. Per official annual state 
reports, in 2016, 90% of Oregon 
patients seeking lethal drugs 
said they were doing so because 
they were “less able to engage in 
activities making life enjoyable” 
and were “losing autonomy,” and 
49% cited being a “burden” on 
family, friends or caregivers. And 
in Washington, 52% cited being a 
“burden” as a reason, while only 
35% cited a concern about pain.

No psychiatric  
evaluation or  
treatment required

Despite medical literature show-
ing that nearly 95% of those who 
commit suicide had a diagnosable 
psychiatric illness (usually treatable 
depression) in the months preced-
ing suicide, the prescribing doctor 
and the doctor he or she selects 
to give a second opinion are both 
free to decide whether to refer sui-
cidal patients for any psychological 
counseling. Per Oregon’s official 
annual report, from 2013-16 less 
than 4% of patients who died under 
its assisted suicide law had been 
referred for counseling to check for 
“impaired judgment.” 

If counseling is provided to 
patients seeking assisted suicide, 
its goal isn’t to treat the underly-
ing disorder or depression; it’s to 
determine whether the disorder or 
depression is “causing impaired 
judgment [emphasis added].” The 
doctors or counselor can decide 
that, since depression is “a com-
pletely normal response” to termi-
nal illness, the depressed patient’s 
judgment is not impaired. 

Threatens improvement 
of palliative care

There is compelling evidence 
that legalizing assisted suicide 
undermines efforts to main-
tain and improve good care for 
patients nearing the end of life, 
including patients who never 
wanted assisted suicide.  

Fosters discrimination
Assisted suicide creates two 

classes of people: those whose 
suicides we spend hundreds of 
millions of dollars each year to 
prevent and those whose sui-
cides we assist and treat as a 
positive good. We remove weap-
ons and drugs that can cause 
harm to one group, while hand-
ing deadly drugs to the other, 

setting up yet another kind of 
life-threatening discrimination. 

There are many more reasons 
why legalizing assisted suicide 
is a bad and dangerous idea. For 
further information, visit www.
usccb.org/toliveeachday and 
www.patientsrightsaction.org.

Information provided by 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops

From the time we are knit together in our mothers’ wombs until we take our 
final breaths, each moment of our lives is a gift from God. While every season of 
life brings its own challenges and trials, each season also give us new opportuni-
ties to grow in our relationship with God.

Today the gift of life is threatened in countless ways. Those who are most 
vulnerable, rather than receiving the protection they deserve, are all too often 
seen as a burden and as expendable. As new attacks on human life continue 
to emerge, we can be tempted to despair, but Christ instead offers us unfailing 
hope.

Hope is not false optimism or empty positivity. Christian hope is something 
much more profound and goes to the very depths of our identity as followers of 
Christ.

Hope is the virtue “by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal 
life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s promises and relying not on our 
own strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit” (CCC, 1817).

Like us, Christ entered the world through the womb of a woman. He willingly 
experienced the fullness of human suffering. He breathed his last on the Cross of 
Calvary in order that he might save us. Therefore, “God is the foundation of hope: 
not any god, but the God who has a human face and who loved us to the end: 
(Spe Salvi 31).

Christians know “they have a future: it is not that they know the details of what 
awaits them, but they know in general terms that their life will not end in empti-
ness.” (SS 2).

For this reason, a woman experiencing a difficult pregnancy can find the 
strength to welcome her precious child into the world. A man facing a terminal 
diagnosis can see that the end of his earthly life is only the beginning of eternal 
life with Christ.

The Church teaches us that “the one who has hope lives differently” (SS 2). 
Christ’s promises of salvation does not mean that we will be spared from suffer-
ing. Rather, the promise of salvation ensures that even in the darkest moments 
of our lives, we will be given the strength to persevere. By virtue of this Christian 
hope, we can face any challenge or trial. When the seas of life swell and we are 
battered by the waves, hope allows us to remain anchored in the heart of God. 
May we hold fast to Christ our hope, from the beginning of life to its very end.

RESPECT LIFE REFLECTION
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ELKHART — On the feast day of 
its patron, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
visited St. Vincent de Paul School in 
downtown Elkhart and encouraged 
kindergarten through eighth grade 
students to be like St. Vincent by car-
ing for the poor and sick. 

In his opening prayer, the bishop 
implored: “Like St. Vincent, may we 
live what he lived and put into prac-
tice what he did.”

St. Vincent de Paul School was 
founded in 1881 by the Sisters 
of Holy Cross, 13 years after St. 
Vincent de Paul Church became the 
first Catholic church in Elkhart. The 
population of the parish and school 
at that time was German and Irish; 
around the year 1900 large numbers 
of Italian families moved into the 
area, and soon the language was 
heard around the church and school.

Today the Hispanic community 
has infused the school with a new 
language and culture.

Enrollment was at its peak in 
1959, with a total of 526 students. 
In 1971 the Sisters of Holy Cross 
left St. Vincent de Paul School. Amid 
the financial difficulty of hiring 
lay replacements the parish chose 
to keep the school open, but dis-
continued grades seven and eight. 
Persevering, the school was able to 
add a kindergarten class in 1977, 
preschool in 1993, build a gym and 
parish center in 1996 and, finally, 
reinstate grades seven and eight in 
2016. Currently, several classrooms 
are at maximum capacity of 24 stu-
dents.

An environment that’s 
‘positive and relational’

“Thriving” is the word principal 
Tara Lundy uses today to describe 
not only the school in general, but 
its mostly Hispanic student body. 
Pastor Father Matthew Coonan attri-
butes that success — evidenced in 
part by a high retention rate — to 
the “positive and relational feel” 
across the parish. 

St. Vincent students feel par-
ticularly connected to their teach-
ers, Lundy said, something that’s 
encouraged by weekly classroom 
meetings. For those meetings, stu-
dents are organized into cross-grade 
family groups that are led spiritually 
by a patron saint. Having just one 
section per grade allows the students 
in the family groups to become very 
involved with each other across 
grade levels, Father Coonan believes, 
and develops mentorship among the 
older students while at the same 
time helping younger students to feel 
safe and loved. 

The staff of St. Vincent de Paul 
School recognize their mission 
as sharing the Catholic faith and 
imparting academic wisdom, but 

also encompassing foundational 
needs of the student body. 

Once a quarter, parents are invit-
ed to the school for engaging back-
and-forth discussions on parenting 
and supporting their child’s educa-
tion, and on a monthly basis, the 
entire family is invited to spend an 
evening at the school family nights. 
The purpose of parent discussions 
and family night, Lundy said, is to 
infuse into the inner-city environ-
ment the message that success is 
possible: success as a parent, suc-
cess as a student, success as a fam-
ily and success as a community.

For family night, the staff plans 
a range of activities around a school 
subject such as reading, math, 
religion or wellness. On a family 
night dedicated to math, number 
games geared for different ages were 
played and more were prepared to be 
taken home and enjoyed. On a past 
religion-themed family night, partici-
pants made sugar skulls and papel 
picado in observance of Mexican All 
Souls Day traditions.

Bringing higher  
education into focus

Because most of the St. Vincent 
School students and their families 
are bilingual, the academic focus of 
the school is language: specifically, 
the ability to read, comprehend and 
compose in English. Parents are 
encouraged to develop the same 
skills in Spanish, at home.

“We want to strengthen their con-
fidence academically and have them 
take ownership of their learning,” 
said Howe. 

College readiness is stressed, 
with the goal being “no matter what 
your path is, you can be successful 
when you leave St. Vincent’s,” added 
Lundy. 

By the time students graduate, 
80% to 90% of them have internal-
ized the message, Howe guessed, 
based on the number who sign up 
for the 21st Century Scholars college 
scholarship program for income-
eligible students.

Mission of St. Vincent and 
the Church

During his pastoral visit to the 
school on Sept. 27, Bishop Rhoades 
noted that in the Gospel reading for 
the day, Luke 9:18-22, Jesus went 
around preaching and saw many 
people who were poor, sick and suf-
fering.

“He said they were like sheep 
without a shepherd, and it said His 
heart was moved to compassion and 
pity,” said the bishop. “We are the 
Body of Christ, so our hearts also 
should be moved to compassion for 

the poor and suffering.”
The mission of St. Vincent was 

the same as the mission of the 
Church, he added — to proclaim the 
Word of God, to celebrate the sacra-
ments and to love: “to bring Christ’s 
love to the world.” He noted that the 
Church has a preferential option for 
the poor.

Visiting the children’s class-
rooms, the bishop asked what they 
were learning about their religion. 
Together they prayed some of their 
new prayers, and he encouraged 
them to ask him questions.

He asked Melissa Roberts’ first 
grade class how to get to heaven. 
One child exclaimed, “Be a priest!”

Sheila Iannareli’s second grade 
class is preparing for their first con-
fession, so asked to pray the Act of 
Contrition with them. “You know 
that prayer really well,” Bishop 
Rhoades told them. Father Coonan 
explained that all students pray the 
Act of Contrition at the end of the 
school day.

Leslee McCaffery-Burghduf’s fifth 
graders asked questions about being 
a bishop, like how hard a job it is. 
Bishop Rhoades responded it was 
“a big responsibility: We have 81 
parishes and 43 schools across 14 
counties.”

But he told the students he had 
helpers in the priests, as well as 
God’s grace. Fifth grader Manuel 
Ramirez knew that it was the sac-
rament of holy orders that priests 
receive, and Bishop Rhoades asked, 
“Do you think you’re being called to 
be a priest? How about a bishop?” 
He placed his zucchetto on his head.

Natalie Jaska’s sixth grade class 
also had lots of questions for the 
bishop. One wondered what classes 
the bishop had to take to become 
bishop; he explained that he was 
appointed by St. Pope John Paul II. 
Another asked if Halloween was a 
bad holiday to celebrate: the bishop 
said no, if it is kept fun and nothing 
bad is done. One girl asked why girls 
can’t be priests; the bishop explained 
that Jesus appointed 12 men as apos-
tles, but women had other important 
roles in His 
ministry. He 
also pointed 
out that over 
the years, it 
was often reli-
gious sisters 
who started 
schools and 
hospitals. 
“We’re all 
equal in dig-
nity, but we 
have different 
roles,” he said.

Denise Fedorow contributed to 
this story.

A St. Vincent de Paul School student presents the second 
reading at the Mass. The music, including some hymns 
honoring St. Vincent that were commissioned for the 
parish’s 150th anniversary last year, was sung by the St. 
Vincent School senior choir.

Success through service encouraged during pastoral visit

A stained-glass window at St. Vincent de 
Paul School highlights the main points of 
its mission statement.
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Photos by Denise Fedorow
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades answers a question asked by a St. 
Vincent de Paul School sixth grade student during a pastoral 
visit to the Elkhart school Sept. 27. The student asked about 
the steps toward becoming a priest and bishop. Principal Tara 
Lundy looks on.

The bishop greets the students and adults attending Mass at St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Elkhart on the feast day of its patron, 
Sept. 27. From left are pastor Father Matthew Coonan, Bishop Rhoades and parochial vicar Father Eloy Jimenez.A fifth grader smiles after Bishop Rhoades placed his zuchet-

to on his head for being the student who answered correctly 
when asked the name of the sacrament that ordains a priest. 
The bishop then asked the young man if he thought he might 
be called to be a priest.
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God or the vending machine?

‘Pray always, without becoming weary’

Twenty-Ninth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 
Luke 18:1-8

The Book of Exodus is the 
source of this weekend’s 
first reading. One of 

the first five books of the 
Hebrew Bible, its concepts are 
attributed to Moses himself. 
As such, it is part of the Torah, 
or fundamental document of 
Judaism.

As the title implies, its focus 
is upon the flight of the Hebrew 
people from Egypt. They had 
been enslaved and were going 
to the land promised them by 
God as a haven and as their own 
homeland, a land “flowing with 
milk and honey.”

The journey from Egypt to the 
Promised Land was not at all 
easy. First, the natural elements 
themselves often assailed the 
refugees. Then, the fleeing 
Hebrews encountered hostile 
human forces. Dissidents among 
them sowed seeds of confusion 
and alarm. Armies pursued 
them. 

This weekend’s reading is 
about one such encounter. The 
Hebrews had to fight foes. Only 
when Moses held aloft the staff 
given him by God did the people 
prevail. After a while, Moses, by 
this time old and weary, could 
no longer lift his hands, so his 
brother, Aaron, the first high 
priest, and Hur, another faithful 
disciple, held up his arms with 
the staff.

For the second reading, the 
Church turns to the Second 
Epistle to Timothy. As was 
the case in past readings, this 
weekend’s selection reassures 
Timothy, and challenges him in 
his task of discipleship and of 
serving as a bishop. The reading 
stresses that Jesus alone is the 
hope of the redeemed, indeed of 
all people.

St. Luke’s Gospel furnishes 
the last reading. In first century 
A.D. in Palestine, widows were 
very vulnerable. Poverty was 
rampant. There was no “social 
safety net.” Since women could 
not inherit property or money 
from their husbands under the 
law, they had to rely upon their 
children to survive. Virtually 
nothing was available to a 
woman to make her own living.

Therefore, the woman in 
this story surely was desperate. 
Frantic in her circumstances, she 
boldly confronted this judge. It 
was a time when women were 
not expected to speak, indeed, 
rarely to be seen.

The judge hardly is to be 
admired. Evidently, he was a 
minor judge, and he was not 
an observant Jew. The Torah 
would have required him to be 
particularly solicitous about 
widows, yet he was not at all 
interested in this widow. He was 
more interested in polishing his 
own image than in responding to 
her plight.

Jesus uses the story to 
illustrate a lesson about God. 
Prayer does not require constant, 

loud pleas. Unlike the judge, God 
always is merciful. Sincerity, 
not repetition, is the key to the 
power of prayer. Anyone who 
prays must believe in God and 
trust that God will provide truly 
what is needed.

Reflection
The readings from Exodus 

and St. Luke’s Gospel this 
weekend may create several 
rather simplistic, childish and 
incorrect views of God. Exodus 
might give the impression 
that some seemingly foolish 
and unrelated gesture, such 
as holding arms aloft, will 
guarantee God’s help in a 
crisis. It smacks of magic 
instead of illustrating a trusting 
relationship with Almighty God. 
Moses’ outreach of his arms 
symbolized his belief in God’s 
dominion over everything.

St. Luke’s Gospel cannot be 
construed to suggest that people 
must flood the kingdom of 
heaven with thundering calls to 
obtain God’s mercy.

Instead, these two readings 
call us to develop an attitude 

about prayer that is both humble 
and trusting. In humility, we 
realize we can do little on our 
own. While we can do some 
things, but we cannot fully 
control our destiny. As did 
Moses, we must depend on God.

We also must trust. We are 
inclined to dictate what God 
must provide us, but in this we 
act on our own judgments.

God will not forsake us. He 
will supply our genuine needs. 

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

READINGS
Sunday: Ex 17:8-13 Ps 121:1-8 2  
Tm 3:14—4:2 Lk 18:1-8
Monday: Rom 4:20-25 (Ps) Lk 1:69:75 
Lk 12:13-21   
Tuesday: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19,  
20b-21 Ps 40:7-10, 17 Lk 12:35-38   
Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18  
Ps 124:1b-8 Lk 12:39-48
Thursday:  Rom 6:19-23 Ps 1:1-4, 6 
Lk 12:49-53 
Friday: Rom 7:18-25a Ps 119:66, 68, 
76, 77, 93, 94 Lk 12:54-59 
Saturday: Rom 8:1-11 Ps 24:1b-4b, 
5-6 Lk 13:1-9 

Here at the seminary, there 
are two vending machines 
right when I walk into 

the building. If it’s been a long 
day of pastoral assignments or 
classes, there is nothing better 
than reaching in my pocket for a 
couple quarters to get a soda and 
a candy bar. For whatever rea-
son, there’s a certain satisfaction 
in putting in the right change, 
pressing the right buttons and 
receiving the sweet treats. Come 
to think of it, that also sounds a 
lot like my all-too-often experi-
ence of shopping on Amazon. 

Unfortunately, this system of 
transaction — as satisfying as 
it may be — is not conducive to 
our spiritual lives. Far too often, 
in my experience, it’s very easy 
to slip into this kind of mental-
ity when relating to God. For 
instance, have you ever had 
these kinds of thoughts? 

“If I say these certain prayers, 
in this certain way, then God will 
give me what I ask for.” And if it 
doesn’t work out the first time, 
then perhaps you think: “Maybe 
I didn’t say the prayers right, or 
maybe God didn’t want to listen 
to me.”

As common as this problem 
may be, it could not be a further 
deviation from the reality of 
prayer. At its most fundamental 
level, prayer is the relationship 
between persons. No, I’m not 
talking about some random per-
son and some generic god. I’m 
talking about the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. When we enter 
into prayer, we are entering into 
the eternal love that already 
exists between the Trinity — a 
love to which we are always 

invited. In fact, all prayer begins 
with God’s initiative. He makes 
the invitation to this eternal 
communion, and we make the 
response. 

With this in mind, entering 
into prayer can no longer be a 
transaction-based relationship, 
but rather must be more akin to 
entering into the most beauti-
ful family imaginable. Are the 
answers always clear-cut in a 
family relationship? I don’t think 
so. However, in the ideal fam-
ily, what is the one unchanging 
foundation? Unconditional love. 
And that’s merely on a human 
level: We cannot even begin to 
imagine the depths of that love 
existing in the Blessed Trinity, 
save for the tiny glimpse we can 
see by looking at the eternal Son 
of the Father hanging on the 
cross for each one of us, person-
ally.

For me, and I would venture 
to say for most 21st century 
Americans, the problem with 
prayer is it’s seeming lack of 
efficiency. I don’t typically judge 
the goodness of a family based 
on efficiency. The same should 
be true of the Blessed Trinity. 
We should consider prayer not in 
relation to efficiency or demon-
strable results, but rather in 
regard to the love and intimacy 
of the relationships between the 
human person and the divine 
persons. 

God does not merely want 
to give us candy bars or sodas, 
like a vending machine, He 
wants to give us Himself. This 
is, of course, most profoundly 
made manifest in the gift of 
the Eucharist in which Christ 

gives Himself to us in His body 
and blood, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, so that we 
can be reconciled to the Father. 
In a certain sense, through the 
Eucharist, we are invited into the 
greatest family dinner of all, the 
Blessed Trinity. 

If I ever get over my own 
selfishness and worldly tastes, 
perhaps I will begin to enjoy 
that eternal feast more than this 
melted Snickers and outdated 
Sierra Mist.

Wonderfully made: 
finding courage to create 
I was a sophomore in college 

when I received the little blue 
book, a gift from a friend who 

also wanted to be a writer. At the 
time I was editing the student 
newspaper, poring over buried 
leads and dangling modifiers. 

Written by the legendary 
Madeleine L’Engle, the title 
spoke to me — “Walking on 
Water: Reflections on Faith and 
Art.” It promised something 
deeper behind my mad dash to 
produce a paper. 

Perched on the top of a 
bunk bed in a dark dorm, I 
highlighted this affirmation: 
“God is constantly creating, in 
us, through us, with us, and to 
co-create with God is our human 
calling.” 

As I was writing headlines 
and wrangling reporters, I was 
answering a calling. I was 
creating with God, who formed 
cosmos out of chaos. My late-
night work had a spiritual 
underpinning. 

I pressed on.  
Every few years I return to 

the book. It is the same, but I am 
different. A reporter. A graduate 
student. A newlywed. A mother. 

I always pick up on the 
Catholic themes: wisdom from 
saints, a clear-eyed endorsement 
of icons and a meditation on 
Mary’s fiat.

But I find different messages 
for different seasons. This time 
I need courage. A longtime 
contract came to an end this 
year, and I have pushed myself 
to drum up new work. I’m 
reexamining my writing, my 

rate, my capacity for competing 
deadlines. I’m welcoming new 
ideas and new people. And 
for the first time in years, I’m 
contemplating new kinds of 
creative work. I’ve watched 
YouTube tutorials and signed up 
for a class, my chest throbbing. 

There’s an edge to the 
excitement that I actually 
like because it is unfamiliar. I 
haven’t challenged myself like 
this in so long. The fear is a sign 
of the possibility. 

And once again, “Walking 
on Water” resonates with me. 
“Unless we are creators, we are 
not fully alive,” L’Engle writes. 

I’m creating, and I feel fully 
alive. 

Lack of experience is not 
an issue, she reassures. “In a 
very real sense not one of us is 
qualified, but it seems that God 
continually chooses the most 
unqualified to do his work, to 
bear his glory.” 

It’s not about talent or 
training. It’s about creativity and 
courage. It’s feeling unqualified 
but still accepting the invitation 
of a blank canvas.  

CAPECCHI, page 17

TWENTY 
SOMETHING

CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

A VOICE 
IN THE 
WILDERNESS

BRIAN ISENBARGER

Brian Isenbarger is a seminarian 
of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend. He is studying at 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland.
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SCRIPTURE SEARCH® 

 

Readings for October 20, 2019 
2 Timothy 3:14-42 / Luke 18:1-8 

 
Following is a word search based on the Second and 

Gospel readings for the 29th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, Cycle C: how trusting God strengthens faith.  
Words can be found in all directions in the puzzle. 

 
SACRED SCRIPTURE INSPIRED 

TRAINING GOOD WORK 
DEAD THE WORD PATIENCE 
PRAY JUDGE NEITHER 

FEARED GOD A WIDOW LORD 
DAY AND NIGHT SPEEDILY COMES 

HE FIND FAITH ON EARTH 
   

 

TEACHINGS 
 

T J O E C N E I T A P E 
H T I A F G O O D E A D 
E R H E G D U J R C S F 
W A E G A W I D O W P E 
O I R N I I O M L K E A 
R N U A D N E I T H E R 
D I T N D S D I S P D E 
I N P A A P J N I R I D 
L G I C D I L Y A A L G 
J O R W O R K P I Y Y O 

S E C O N E A R T H A D 
D R S J F D N I F E H D 

©  2019 TRI-C-A Publications; www.tri-c-a-publications.com 

Christina Capecchi is a freelance 
writer from Inver Grove Heights, 
Minnesota. 

How not to have a heart attack

The No. 1 killer in America 
remains coronary heart 
disease. If your family his-

tory includes coronary events 
such as heart attacks, bypass 
surgery or coronary stent place-
ment, your risk is significantly 
increased and prevention is a 
must. Although a person cannot 
change their genetic predisposi-
tion, there are many risk factors 
that can be controlled.

The large majority of people 
who sustain a heart attack, or 
myocardial infarction, under the 
age of 40, are smokers. As soon 
as a person takes a few puffs of 
a cigarette, abnormal changes 
occur in the lining of the arter-
ies. Continued smoking promotes 
cholesterol plaque buildup and 
plaque instability, and may 
eventually cause plaque rupture 
that triggers the clotting cascade. 
When a clot occludes a coronary 
artery, suddenly the person is 
in the throes of a major heart 
attack. 

Fatal cardiac arrhythmias can 
occur just seconds after the onset 
of a heart attack. This cannot be 
any more straightforward. Don’t 
smoke!    

Study after study has defini-
tively proven that an elevated 
cholesterol level, and more spe-
cifically LDL cholesterol, or bad 
cholesterol, is highly correlated 
with coronary artery disease and 
coronary events. The American 
College of Cardiology and the 
American Heart Association have 
easily accessible risk calcula-
tors available. The guidelines 
recommend that if a person’s 
10-year risk of Atherosclerotic 
Cardiovascular Disease calculates 

to be greater than 7.5%, then a 
cholesterol-lowering medicine 
called a statin should strongly be 
considered. 

Statins prevent thousands of 
heart attacks each year. Statins 
are actually well-tolerated with-
out side effects in 95% of the 
people who are prescribed one. A 
survey at one of the national ACC 
meetings a few years ago found 
that well over half of all cardiolo-
gists attending were on a statin. 
Maybe they know something? A 
statin may be right for you.

Diabetes is also a major risk 
factor. Type 2 diabetes (adult 
onset) accounts for 90%-95% of 
all diabetics. The first recommen-
dation for a newly diagnosed 
diabetic should be weight loss. 
Nearly 90% of all diabetics are 
overweight. 

Here is the truth: If every 
person, at the time of being diag-
nosed with diabetes, lost 15% of 
their body weight, most would 
no longer even have diabetes. 
Staying near ideal body weight, 
along with exercise, will dra-
matically lower the risk of ever 
getting diabetes — and a heart 
attack.

High blood pressure is linked 
closely with cardiac events. 
Blood pressure over 130/80 is 
hypertension, based on the lat-
est guidelines. Salt restriction, 
weight loss if needed, and exer-
cise are the first line of treat-
ment, although most people will 
still need medicine. There are 
dozens of highly effective meds 
that are cheap and efficacious, 
so there is no reason to have 
high blood pressure in 2019; 
but sometimes it may take three 

or four different meds to get to 
goal. If your family physician 
cannot get your high blood pres-
sure under control then you need 
to consult a specialist.

Let’s move on to everybody’s 
favorite subject: diet. It seems 
like nutritional guidelines are 
changing all the time. Here are 
some dietary recommendations 
to prevent heart disease that are 
unlikely to ever change. 

Minimize red meat and stay 
away for processed meat. Eat 
more fatty fish like salmon but 
skip fried fish. Eat lots of veg-
etables. Avoid fast food. Reduce 
the carbohydrate load to prevent 
hunger and weight gain. It’s 
really that simple.

Finally, exercise prolongs life. 
Regular exercise will lower blood 
pressure, help keep weight in 
check, increase brain endorphins 
to bolster mood and lower the 
risk of cardiovascular disease so 
that you can have a more pro-
ductive earthly life to better serve 
the Lord.

Dr. David Kaminskas is a board-  
certified cardiologist and  
member of the Dr. Jerome 
Lejeune Catholic Medical Guild 
of Northeast Indiana,  
www.fortwaynecma.com.

THE 
CATHOLIC 
DOCTOR IS IN 

DR. DAVID KAMINSKAS

My friend Jackie is on a 
similar journey. For too long, 
she’d been an art major trapped 
in retail. Now she’s a working 
artist. She summoned the 
courage to quit her job at Hobby 
Lobby, where she’d made $17 an 
hour as an assistant manager, 
unloading merchandise and 
surveying shoplifters.    

Jackie celebrated her 
newfound freedom with a trip to 
Mexico, where she landed a gig 
to paint two murals on a hostel: 
a cactus and an octopus. She 
hadn’t painted much before, but 
the murals turned out beautifully 

— and she had a blast. A 
business was born. She reserved 
the domain muralsbyjackie.com 
and posted a Craigslist ad that 
generated a commission from a 
Wisconsin goat farm. Her next 
project will be a nursery. 

Self-employment has been 
exhilarating, she said. “It’s both 
exciting and scary. But I think 
the world needs more art.” 

Each of us is called to create 
with our paintbrushes, our 
homes and our lives. When 
we embrace art, we reflect the 
creation story and our own 
origin, that we are fearfully and 
wonderfully made.  

The hardest part is to show 

up — with two hands, a 
beating heart, a busy schedule 
and a half-baked idea. Push 
past the uncertainty and trust 
that shortcomings will enable 
you to go long in another 
direction, producing something 
a more proficient artist would 
overlook — something different, 
something else, something new. 
Something the world needs. 

CAPECCHI,  from page 16

ACROSS 
  1  Part of a min. 
  4  Wrath 
  8  "Laborers are ___" 
11  Baboon 
12  Truant 
13  Tropical island 
14  Free of 
15  Standing 
16  Put on __ 
17  Lettuce 
19 Moses stood ___  
      (2 wds) a hill 
20  First Testament 
21  Flair 
22  Rash is 

25 Amalek waged __  
      against Israel 
26  Angels can 
29  Priest ___ vestments 
30  Car speed 
31  Fool 
32  Grain 
33  Short-term memory 
34  Government of Vilnius 
35  Tel __ 
37  Scottish nickname 
38  Jack __ 
40  Optimistic 
44  Flair 
45  El __ (Texas city) 
46  Pride 

47  "Run the good ___" 
48  Forever and ___ 
49  Loose gown worn at  
      mass 
50  Ear, nose and throat 
51  Loch __ monster 
52  Type of bread 
 
DOWN 
 
  1  India garment 
  2  Memorable tale 
  3  Surrender 
  4  Uncommonly 
  5  Give prize 
  6  Musical disk 
  7  Moose relative 
  8  Continue to do 
  9  European monetary  
      unit 
10  Thin strand 
13  Operates a machine 
18  Danish physicist 
19  Rowing tool 
21  Morse code "T" 
22  Other half of Jima 
23  Oolong 
24  Sight impediment 
25  Words per minute 
27  Licensed nurse 
28  Yes 
30  Music station 
31  A pair of ___ 
33  Moses sat on 
34  Fumes 
36  Wind pointer 
37  The Law Giver 
38  Dried up 
39  Idea 
40  Possess 
41  Judge didn't ___ God 
42  Unattractive 
43  Ear part 
45  Writing tool 

CrossWord T 
he 

October 20 
and 27, 2019 

Readings: Ex 17:8-13; 2 Tm 3:14-4:2; Lk 18:1-8 and 
Sir 35:12-14, 16-18; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52

© 2019 www.tri-c-a-publications.com

Answer Key can be found on page 19

   
Edward the Confessor

1005-1066
FEAST OCTOBER 13

St. Edward reigned as king of England from 1042 to 1066. 
Biographers describe his natural gifts of patience, caution, and 
flexibility, which equipped him for effective governance. He 
defended the country from external enemies and protected his 
authority from his internal opponents. St. Edward showed his 
holiness in his care for the poor and generosity to the Church. 
He was also known for his miracles. For example, water in which 
he had washed his hands healed people of skin diseases and 
epilepsy. St. Edward was so popular that for a long time he was 
celebrated as a patron saint of England.
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New film on St. Faustina makes one-night-only debut Oct. 28

WASHINGTON (CNS) — A new 
film on the life of St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the Polish nun whose 
visions of Jesus led to the Divine 
Mercy devotion, will have a one-
night-only showing Oct. 28 on 
more than 700 screens across 
the United States.

The 90-minute movie, “Love 
and Mercy: Faustina,” will also 
have some features about St. 
Faustina surrounding it, accord-
ing to Marian Father Chris Alar, 
who is seen on-screen during the 
film.

Shot in Poland, Lithuania, 
Belarus, Mexico, Colombia and 
the United States, “Love and 
Mercy: Faustina” was filmed 
twice, with the actors speak-
ing in English or Polish, said 
Father Alar in an Oct. 3 phone 
interview with Catholic News 
Service from his native Michigan, 
where he was giving a retreat. 
“That makes it fairly unique,” he 
added.

The movie was directed by 
Michal Kondrat, who may be 
familiar to some Catholics as the 
director of “Two Crowns,” a 2017 
film biography of St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, a Polish priest who died in 
a Nazi concentration camp dur-
ing World War II.

Father Alar said Kondrat had 
read the diaries of St. Faustina 
and was interested in develop-
ing a film based on the life of 
another Polish saint.

The filmmaker approached 
the Marians of the Immaculate 
Conception — Poland’s first 
native-founded religious order 
for men back in 1670 — which 
as a congregation has a special 
devotion to St. Faustina. It was 
a member of this order who 
weaved his way through Nazi- 
and Soviet-occupied Eastern 
Europe to journey to the United 
States and spread the word of 
the nun, for whom he had been 
her spiritual director.

After some initial story-
boards, the Marians brought out 
a documentary on St. Faustina 
the congregation had produced 

in the 1980s, “Divine Mercy: 
No Escape,” to flesh out added 
details, Father Alar said.

He added news of the Divine 
Mercy devotion — which is sim-
ply “love in action” — is “great 
and powerful and incredibly 
necessary,” because St. Faustina 
was told by Jesus the message 
for the end times: “’If you don’t 
pass through the doors of my 
mercy, you must pass through 
the doors of justice.’ Very few 
people are aware of it. Even 
Catholics.”

Father Alar called the Divine 
Mercy devotion “technically, the 
fastest grassroots movement in 

the history of the Church, and its 
growth has been phenomenal.

“Compared to other move-
ments in the Church, like the 
Sacred Heart, it’s incredible what 
has been done in such a short 
period of time,” he noted. “That 
being said, it still is not known 
by many people, because many 
people are not practicing their 
faith. If they were practicing their 
faith, they’d hear about it in 
Church.”

Father Alar wanted to cau-
tion potential viewers about one 
theme the runs through part 
of “Love and Mercy: Faustina” 
they may find problematic: the 

suicide of the painter who, at 
St. Faustina’s direction, painted 
the image of Jesus with red and 
white rays emanating from his 
heart to represent the blood and 
water that flowed from his side 
after being pierced in his side 
during his crucifixion.

The painter, Eugene 
Kazimierowski, was indeed a 
Mason, as the film noted, “but 
he converted” before being called 
upon to paint the Divine Mercy 
image, Father Alar told CNS. It is 
also true that he painted himself 
as Judas, but “ not because he 
was siding with Judas and want-
ing to betray Christ, but because 
he was a sinner and wanted to 
repent of his sins.”

As for the suicide, “what 
isn’t said in the movie, not out 
of despair or lack of trust in 
God’s mercy (did he kill him-
self). The Nazis were coming, 
and he was for sure in an area 
that the Nazis were occupying 
and he would have been taken 
prisoner,” Father Alar said. “And 
he had information about differ-
ent things that the Nazis knew 
he knew. He knew for sure he 
would have been taken, detained 
and tortured. It’s never a good 
decision to take your life, but one 
that he did fully and freely of his 
own free will.”

To find a nearby theater and to order 
tickets, go to https://www.fath-
omevents.com/events/faustina-
love-and-mercy.

BY MARK PATTISON

CNS photo/courtesy Kondrat-Media
Kamila Kaminska stars in a scene from the movie “Love and Mercy: Faustina.” The new film on the life of St. Faustina 
Kowalska, the Polish nun whose visions of Jesus led to the Divine Mercy devotion, will have a one-night-only showing 
Oct. 28 at about 700 screens across the United States.
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What’s happening?
WHAT’S HAPPENING carries announcements about upcoming events in the diocese. View 
more Catholic events and submit new ones at www.todayscatholic.org/event. For additional list-
ings of that event, please call the advertising sales staff at 260-399-1449 to purchase space.

Faith in Encounter: Disciples in the Field 
Hospital, not just the Pews
HUNTINGTON — Our Lady of 
Victory Missionary Sisters will 
offer a workshop led by Father 
Kevin Sandberg, CSC, Saturday, 
Oct. 19,  from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Cost is $10 per person. Lunch 
will be served.For more informa-
tion call 260- 356-0628, ext. 113 
or victorynoll@olvm.org.

Chili supper
MONROEVILLE — The St. Rose 
Monroeville Altar and Rosary 
Sodality will have a chili supper 
on Saturday, Oct. 19, in the new 
parish hall located next to the 
church at 205 Mulberry St., from 
4-7 p.m.

Contact Linda Johnson at linda-
johnson07@frontier.com for 
information.

Chili and hot dog supper
CHURUBUSCO — St. John Bosco 
Parish, 216 North Main St., will 
have an all-you-can-eat, free-will 
donation, chili and hot dog sup-
per Saturday, Oct. 19, from 6-9 
p.m. All proceeds will benefit 
Catholic education. 

Trivia night
COLUMBIA CITY — A trivia night 
to benefit St. Paul Youth Group’s 
annual Steubenville retreat will 
be Saturday, Oct. 19, from 6-10 
p.m. at St. Paul of the Cross, 

315 S. Line St. Concession stand 
style food will be available. 
Prizes awarded for the winning 
trivia team, intermission games 
and the best-decorated “favor-
ite college football team” table. 
Register at www.spygcc.weebly.
com/trivia. Contact Stephanie 
Hamilton 260-610-3777 or 
spygcc@outlook.com.

Fall clean-up at Sacred Heart Cemetery
SOUTH BEND — The Sacred 
Heart Cemetery will conduct the 
fall cleanup Oct. 21-26. Please 
have all spring and summer 
decorations removed from the 
graves by this time.

Chicago bus trip
FORT WAYNE — St. Peter Parish, 
518 E. DeWald St., is sponsor-
ing a bus trip to Chicago on 
Wednesday, Dec. 4. Enjoy a day 
in downtown Chicago to shop, 
visit the museums or see a show. 
Round-trip transportation, coffee 
and doughnuts prior to departure 
and a boxed dinner on the return 
trip are included in the $50 per 
person fee. Bus will depart from 
St. Peter’s Catholic Church at 7 
a.m. and will return at approxi-
mately 10 p.m. Call the parish 
office at 260-744-2765, or email 
stpeter1872@frontier.com to 
reserve a seat by Oct. 21.

St. Gaspar Fancy Fair craft bazaar  
and cookie bar
ROME CITY  — St. Gaspar’s 36th 
annual Fancy Fair craft bazaar 
and cookie bar will be Saturday, 
Oct. 26, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at St. Gaspar Church, 10871 N 
State Road 9.  Luncheon with 

homemade desserts, soups and 
sandwiches will be offered in 
the Parish Hall and classrooms. 
Table Rental is $20. Call Carol 
Sievert at 260-854-3767 for 
information.

Up to 24 hour care - Meal Preparation  
Bathing/Hygiene Assistance 

Light Housekeeping - Errands/Shopping   
Respite Care - Companionship - and much more!

 Now with three offices serving
all of northern Indiana! 

Call toll-free 

844-866 CARE (2273)
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REST IN PEACE

Decatur
Joseph R. Jauregui, 
86, St. Mary of the 
Assumption

Glenn G. Wilder, 
78, St. Mary of the 
Assumption

Fort Wayne
Larry Manier, 78, St. 
Mary, Mother of God

Deborah Geary, 67, St. 
Charles Borromeo

Granger
Jonathan Housand, 
80, St. Pius X

Thomas Rupchock, 60, 
St. Pius X

Huntington
Sondra S. Fisher, 82, 
SS. Peter and Paul

Robert P. Bir, 97, SS. 
Peter and Paul

Jill C. Hall, 56, SS. Peter 
and Paul

Mishawaka
David Lindley, 37, St. 
Joseph

Jeanne Kuzmicz, 62, 
St. Joseph

Leo Sobieralski, 53, St. 
Joseph

Ora Harder, St. 
Joseph

   

McCOMB 
& SONS

FUNERAL HOMES

At D.O. McComb & Sons, we offer personalized 
funeral and memorial services arranged by our 

compassionate staff. We believe every final tribute 
should be as unique as the life it represents.  

Serving Fort Wayne families since 1925.

A trusted local team that  
treats you like an individual.

260-888-3183   McCombCares.com

NOVEMBER 9-23
A stirring testament to the strength of the human 
spirit and the power of music, Violins of Hope is a 

collection of instruments that tell remarkable stories 
of the defiance, resilience and legacy of Jewish 

musicians during the Holocaust, and of the Israeli 
violinmaker dedicated to bringing these inspirational 

Strings of the Holocaust back to life. 

Jewish-Catholic Prayer Service
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church

Wed., Nov 20 | 7p.m.

Rabbi Paula Jayne Winnig from Congregation Achduth 
Vesholom joins Most Rev. Kevin C. Rhoades, Bishop 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend, in a prayer service that 

focuses on the beauty of the Psalms, and the 
religious connections shared and revered by the 

Jewish people and Catholics. Music will be performed 
on the Violins of Hope, with selections from both 

Jewish and Catholic faith traditions.

For more information, hours and all events, visit 
violinsofhopefw.org.
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ing families, said Sister Manjula, 
whose ministry is “counseling 
and visiting houses and help-
ing solve problems. We help all 
families — non-Christian, non-
Catholic, anyone.”

Gregory K. Hillis, a profes-
sor of theology at Bellarmine 
University in Louisville, 
Kentucky, was representing his 
university at the Mass, but his 
presence was very personal, too.

“Newman is important to me 
theologically and for my spiri-
tuality,” he said. “And I like his 
conversion story” of how, as 
an Anglican priest, he became 
a Catholic at the age of 44. “I 
became a Catholic 13 years ago, 
and Newman was an impor-
tant guide. He converted, but 
maintained his friendships, his 
respect and love for the tradition 
that he left.”

“I’m an ecumenical convert 
as well,” Hillis said. “I’m tired of 
converts who hate the tradition 
they left.”

An official delegation of 
Anglican bishops and priests 
also attended the Mass, and 
Archbishop Justin Welby of 
Canterbury, leader of the Church 
of England, recorded a message 
for the occasion.

“His legacy is far broader 
than one church or two church-
es,” the archbishop said. “It is a 
global legacy, a legacy of hope 
and truth, of the search for God, 
of devotion to being part of the 
people of God.”

St. Newman’s role in found-
ing the Oxford Movement in the 
Church of England, a push to 
rediscover the early Christian 
writers and to recover the 
Catholic roots of Anglicanism, 
“had a fundamental, last-
ing, beneficial and important 
influence on Anglicanism,” 
Archbishop Welby said.

As is his custom at Mass, 
including at canonizations, Pope 
Francis used his homily to reflect 
on the day’s Scripture readings 
and only made passing refer-
ence to the people being declared 
saints.

The day’s short Gospel read-
ing from Luke recounted the 
story of 10 lepers who, seeing 
Jesus approach, cry out to him 
for healing. He tells them to go 
show themselves to the priests 
and, as they go, they are healed. 
But only one returns to thank 
Jesus.

“Like those lepers,” Pope 
Francis said, “we, too, need heal-
ing, each one of us. We need 
to be healed of our lack of con-

fidence in ourselves, in life, in 
the future; we need to be healed 
of our fears and the vices that 
enslave us, of our introversion, 
our addictions and our attach-
ment to games, money, televi-
sion, mobile phones, to what 
other people think.”

The story also illustrates how, 
“on the journey of life, purifica-
tion takes place along the way, 
a way that is often uphill since 
it leads to the heights,” he said. 
“Faith calls for a journey, a 
‘going out’ from ourselves, and it 
can work wonders if we abandon 
our comforting certainties, if we 
leave our safe harbors and our 
cozy nests.”

And, finally, he said, the story 
teaches that returning to Jesus 
with a heart full of gratitude is 
the culmination of the journey of 
faith.

“To give thanks is not a 
question of good manners or eti-
quette; it is a question of faith,” 
the pope said. “To say ‘Thank 
you, Lord’ when we wake up, 
throughout the day and before 
going to bed, that is the best way 
to keep our hearts young.

“This also holds true for fami-
lies, and between spouses,” he 
added. “Remember to say thank 
you. Those words are the sim-
plest and most effective of all.”

NEWMAN, from page 1

CNS photos/Paul Haring
Banners showing new Sts. Giuseppina Vannini and John Henry Newman hang from the facade of St. Peter’s Basilica 
as Pope Francis celebrates the canonization Mass for five new saints in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican Oct. 13. 

CAPTURE CATHOLICISM WITH

join our team
NOW HIRING: STAFF REPORTER

Selected applicant will be expected to develop 
editorial content for print and web and must 

understand the importance of social media and a 
multi-platform approach to news coverage. This 
individual is expected to be an ambassador for 

the diocese and the publication while working in 
the field - talking with priests, deacons, lay 

leaders, Catholic school staff and parishioners to 
gather information and write stories for the 
purpose of evangelization and promoting a 

deeper faith journey for the readers. 
Photography will also be required to accompany 
print and digital stories and for social media use. 
Candidate must be able to develop multiple story 

packages simultaneously.

Apply: diocesefwsb.org/current-job-postings

Melissa Villalobos of Chicago lights a candle during a vigil in advance of the 
canonization of St. John Henry Newman, at the Basilica of St. Mary Major in 
Rome Oct. 12. Villalobos’ healing through the intercession of St. John Henry 
Newman was accepted as the miracle needed for the British cardinal’s canon-
ization.

Britain’s Prince 
Charles talks 
with Archbishop 
Edgar Pena 
Parra, substitute 
secretary for 
general affairs 
in the Vatican 
Secretariat of 
State, before 
the canoniza-
tion Mass. On 
the eve of the 
canonization, 
the prince 
released a 
self-authored 
article lauding 
St. Newman’s 
example.
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