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‘A Catholic Bishop’s 
Reflection on the 

Reformation’

In light of the 500th anniversa-
ry of the Reformation this year, 
Protestant denominations 

worldwide have been reflecting 
on the events, architects and 
dogmas of their faith. As part 
of its own observance, Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Elkhart wel-
comed Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
to its campus Oct. 23 to present 
his reflection on the pivotal event 
in Christian history.

Dialogue between Trinity, 
which is a Missouri Synod 
Lutheran church, and the Catholic 
Church did not begin, but rather 
continued, with the bishop’s dis-
course. In 2016, Trinity and St. 
Pius X Parish in Granger initiated 

a reciprocal series of Spirit-led 
discussions, presentations and 
tours which, the clergy of both 
entities hoped, would forge fel-
lowship and open communication 
between the two faith communi-
ties and increase understanding 
among their members.

Trinity’s pastoral team also 
began to give thought last year to 
how it would commemorate the 
anniversary of the Reformation. 
“We felt strongly that, while we 
wanted to rejoice in the gifts of 
our Lutheran tradition, a ‘cel-
ebration’ was not quite in order,” 
Associate Pastor Spencer Mielke 
recalled. “How does one ‘cel-
ebrate’ the division of Christ’s 

REFORM,  page 16

Marriage: an icon of God’s love
Whether one has been married for a single 

year or for 70, the essential components of 
a Catholic marriage are the same, timeless virtues. 
St. Paul articulated those five virtues in a letter to the 
Corinthians, which constituted the second reading 
on Sunday, Oct. 22, and Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 
expounded on them in his homily as he celebrated 
Mass that morning at St. Matthew Cathedral for cou-
ples on the South Bend side of the diocese. Twenty-six 
couples attended the Mass and were observing their 
special 25th, 50th, 60th or 70th wedding anniversa-
ries this year.

Bishop Rhoades congratulated the couples, saying, 
“In joys and in sorrows, you have persevered in love, 
and so we thank you today for your perseverance, for 
your witness in the Church to the love of Christ, a love 
that is permanent and indissoluble. How much our 
society and culture needs your witness today! You 
continue to strive, in the words of St. Paul, to “put on 
love, that is, the bond of perfection.

“St. Paul invites us to put on a quintet of virtues, 
five virtues that culminate in his plea to “put on 
love, … the bond of perfection. These five virtues are 
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience,” he continued, describing the virtues 
in action and what they could look like in the marital 
relationship. He offered the example of Mary and 
Joseph of the Holy Family as an icon of marriage, 
“with the help of the Lord’s grace.” Also, Bishop 
Rhoades stated, “He (the Lord) gives us the Eucharist, 
the sacrament of love, which nourishes us and gives 
us the strength we need to persevere in love and to 
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Jennifer Miller
Couples bow their heads to receive a blessing from Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades during a Mass at St. 
Matthew Cathedral Oct. 22 for those celebrating their 25th, 50th, 60th or 70th wedding anniver-
sary.

BY JENNIFER MILLER

All Souls Day Mass
with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
Thursday, Nov. 2  • Noon to 1 p.m.
Catholic Cemetery
3500 Lake Ave., Fort Wayne

BY JODI MARLIN
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Signs of the Spirit: App teaches 
blessings, how to pray in ASL
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — When Sister 
Kathleen Schipani found out she was usually 
the very first person to teach deaf children to 
pray, she decided there had to be an app to 
fix that.

Learning to pray usually happens in the 
family, when a parent or relative recites the 
words for grace before meals, asks for bless-
ings or requests guidance or protection, the 
Sister of the Immaculate Heart of Mary told 
Catholic News Service in Rome.

But when a child is born deaf into a hear-
ing family, those kids shouldn’t have to miss 
out on learning Catholic prayers or religious 
terms as they learn American Sign Language, 
she said Oct. 20. 

Sister Schipani, who is director of the 
office for persons with disabilities and 
the deaf apostolate at the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, was in Rome as part of a con-
ference sponsored by the Pontifical Council 
for Promoting New Evangelization. The gath-
ering Oct. 20-22 was dedicated to sharing 
best practices in engaging and catechizing 
persons living with disabilities.

Lots of apps exist for learning ASL, she 
said, but there is nothing dedicated to reli-
gious terms, daily devotions or prayers of 
blessing, love, thanks and praise. The app 
meant to fill that gap is called “Religious 
Signs for Families” and is to be available 
from the App Store and Google Play in early 
November. 

“The locus of learning your faith starts 
in the family, so this app is really to provide 
families with the ability” to foster prayer in 
the home and bond with each other and with 
God as they pray in ASL, she said. It also will 
help teachers who want to teach elementary 
school students how to pray using sign lan-
guage.

“Deaf people have deep experiences of 
prayer,” she said, particularly because it 
involves praying with “their whole body” 
with signing and visualization.

“Deaf people have never heard the lan-
guage that we speak so they are not hearing 
the little voice in their head like we are,” she 
said. Instead some people say they pray visu-

ally with beautiful imagery or with seeing 
hands signing in their head.

While sacred music does not have the 
same ability to draw deaf individuals to 
prayer, sacred or beautiful art does, she said.

“A lot of deaf people have not been cat-
echized because there was no one to sign to 
them, and that really is what the sad thing 
is — when there is no opportunity for deaf 
people to know religious language and have 
an experience of someone teaching them,” 
she said.

Sister Schipani said the beautiful thing 
about sign language is the signs are often 
“iconic,” reflecting what the thing is and, 
therefore, they can convey the theology 
behind the concept.

For example, she said, the sign for “heav-
en” in the Jewish faith is moving both hands 
in a way that suggests a semi-circular dome 
— the heavens — overhead. 

In the Christian faith, she said, the sign 
conveys the canopy of heaven, but with the 
other hand going through and up, “because 
we believe that Jesus, our savior, has come 
and we’re saved so we can have the possibil-
ity of entering heaven.”

Note: The app has captions and voiceover 
in English and Spanish. More information 
can be found at http://deafcatholicphilly.org/
religious-sign-app/.

CNS/Deaf Apostolate of Archdiocese of Philadelphia
This is a publicity image for the “Religious Signs for Families” app to help deaf children and their fam-
ily members learn prayers in American Sign Language. The app is an initiative of the Office for Persons 
with Disabilities and the Deaf Apostolate of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. It will be available in early 
November from the Apple App Store and Google Play.

BY CAROL GLATZ

Relics of St. Padre Pio coming to the  
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
On All Saints’ Day, Nov. 1, Father Joseph Tuscan, a Capuchin Franciscan 
priest, will celebrate the 5 p.m. Mass at the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Fort Wayne. Father Tuscan will use the chalice used by St. 
Padre Pio. After the Mass, Father Tuscan will give a presentation at 6 p.m. 
on Padre Pio and will show several of his relics, which the faithful can see 
and venerate.  Besides Padre Pio’s chalice, there will be a reliquary with 
blood from Padre’s Pio’s stigmata, a pair of 
his gloves and his altar cross.

As we celebrate the Solemnity of All Saints, 
we are blessed to have the relics of one 
of the saints of God whose life of holiness 
inspires us in our journey of faith and whose 
intercession helps us to live holy lives.
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Public schedule  
of Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades 

Sunday, October 29: 2 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, St. Charles 
Borromeo Church, Fort Wayne

Monday, October 30: 10:30 a.m. — Meeting of the Priest 
Personnel Board, Sacred Heart Church, Warsaw

Wednesday, November 1: 9 a.m. — Mass and Blessing of  
gathering space and baptistery, St. Pius X Church, Granger

Thursday, November 2: 12 p.m. — Mass and Blessing of 
Divine Mercy Funeral Home, Catholic Cemetery, Fort Wayne

Thursday, November 2: 3 p.m. — Meeting of Catholic Charities 
Corporation, Archbishop Noll Center, Fort Wayne

Friday, November 3: 7:30 p.m. — Confirmation Mass, Corpus 
Christi Church, South Bend

The Nov. 18 beatification cer-
emony of Franciscan Father 
Solanus Casey (1870-1957) 

in Ford Field in Detroit will con-
vene the faithful from around 
the world, including many who 
encountered the holiness of this 
beloved friar not so long ago, 
and not so far away.

A contingent from the Diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend, along 
with numerous other individuals, 
will travel to the Mass, spurred 
on by the powerful compassion 
Father Casey exhibited during 10 
years of residence in Huntington. 
The humble Capuchin’s legacy 
endures today at the city’s St. 
Felix Catholic Center, reflected in 
people’s memories of healing and 
hope, and in organized efforts 
to spread the word about his 
lifetime of gratitude to God and 
urgent concern for the poor and 
the sick.

“I try to inspire people to seek 
that knowledge [about Father 
Casey] so they can love him more 
and carry on his mission here 
in our diocese,” said Jan Scher, 
who directs the Father Solanus 
Guild-Huntington Extension and 
provides personal remembrance 
and prayer support to activities 
at the St. Felix center. Scher 
works closely with the guild’s 
headquarters, the Solanus 
Casey Center at St. Bonaventure 
Monastery in Detroit, encourag-
ing education and various forms 
of support to advance the day 
when Father Casey, who now 
will be called “Blessed,” may 
be canonized as a saint of the 
church.

A basic education about 
Father Casey includes sev-
eral points. Mediocre grades 
throughout his years of school-
ing and formation prompted the 
Capuchin Franciscans to welcome 
him as a “simplex priest” — val-
idly ordained but not permitted 
to preach or hear confessions. He 
celebrated his first Mass on July 
31, 1904, at St. Joseph Parish in 
Appleton, Wisconsin.

First assigned to monasteries 
in the New York area and lim-
ited to certain assignments, he 
embraced the task of doorkeeper. 
He welcomed and prayed with 
visitors; he became known as a 
caring listener who valued each 
person and offered simple and 
candid comfort. People sought 
him out to discuss their suffer-
ings, and many began to report 
cures of ailments. Regardless of 
his career prospects, Father Casey 
became known for his deep trust 
in God’s goodness. He is identi-
fied with the maxim “Thank God 
ahead of time” and “Blessed be 
God in all His designs.”

His reputation — and the 
quantity of visitors and healings 

— continued to grow after he 
moved to the Detroit monastery 
in 1924. Father Solanus then 
became burdened with illness 
himself, including a painful 
and debilitating skin disease. 
To allow him rest from long, 
difficult days, the Capuchins 
placed him at St. Felix Friary, the 
30-acre Huntington site used as 
a novitiate, from 1946 to 1956. 
Then, with his illness worsening, 
he returned to Detroit. He died 
on July 31, 1957. 

Scher, who was born in 
Huntington in 1947, pointed to 
an encounter with Father Casey 
at St. Felix Friary as the cause 
for her ongoing zeal. Medical 
problems threatened Scher’s 
survival from her infancy, so her 
faith-filled Catholic parents took 
her to the friary. Father Casey 
was still receiving numerous 
visitors at that time — and cor-
responding with many others 
— despite the mandate for his 
recuperation.

“Father Solanus blessed me, 
and he said I was going to be 
fine,” Scher said in a recent 
interview. She was a baby, so 
she knows this story from her 
parents. But a pattern of stories 
has emerged in her life to prove 
him right. Despite a range of 
medical emergencies that could 
have been fatal, given her weak-

ened condition, Scher said she 
has survived each trial and has 
left doctors puzzled.

She pursued a teaching career 
and has remained a parishioner 
at Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 
which was administered by the 
Capuchins until recently. With 
profound gratitude to her parents 
and to Father Casey, she became 
a strong proponent for the cause 
of his canonization. 

Scher professed as a member 
of the Secular Franciscan Order, 
following in her parents’ foot-
steps. But it wasn’t until 2012 
that she was able to follow up 
with roles at the novitiate site, 
including the establishment of a 
Father Solanus Guild extension.

The novitiate had closed in 
1978 amid declining vocations. 
Before long, the site was sold 
to a Christian denomination 
that operated it for about three 
decades. Around 2009, with 
the aging structure increas-
ing unlikely to survive intact, 
Father Ron Rieder, the Capuchin 
Franciscan pastor at the time, 
of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, 
showed the site and told the 
backstory to John Tippmann, 
a Fort Wayne philanthropist 
who founded the Mary Cross 
Tippmann Foundation, named 
for his mother. The founda-
tion purchased the property 

Father Solanus Casey beatification 
will resonate in Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend 

and reopened it after extensive 
renovations spanning a couple of 
years. The site is now called the 
St. Felix Catholic Center.

“It was a tremendous blessing 
from God,” Father Rieder said 
of the Tippmann Foundations’ 
investment in the friary. That 
investment continues today, as 
the foundation employs a gen-
eral manager to ensure the site’s 
upkeep.

The center’s operations have 
evolved since 2012, and the 
entire grounds, including the 
chapel which anchors the large 
residential structure, are now 
used frequently for weekend 
retreats, tours for students, 
Father Solanus Guild meet-
ings and special days of prayer. 
Groups from the diocese reserve 
weekends far in advance, 
according to retreat coordinator 
Gabriela Mayo. Individuals and 
groups from across the United 
States and other countries 
have come to visit the Indiana 
enclave, drawn largely by the 
fact that the room Father Casey 
once occupied has been carefully 
preserved. 

“I’m sure Solanus would be 
very pleased with the use of [the 
center] today, knowing there are 
times of retreat and people stop-
ping in the chapel to pray,” said 
Brother Richard Merling, nation-
al director of the guild and the 
Detroit-based postulator working 
with the Vatican on the friar’s 
steps toward sainthood. Father 

Casey did not find at Huntington 
the physical rest his superiors 
expected him to receive, because 
busloads of visitors continued to 
come; but the former doorkeeper 
did not complain or turn anyone 
away. “He loved it down there,” 
Merling said.

Father Rieder said his time in 
Huntington allowed him to hear 
many stories from people whose 
lives had been touched power-
fully by Solanus. The pastor him-
self, who has retired to Appleton, 
was also personally touched by 
witnessing the self-donation 
and humility that rose above 
Father Casey’s struggle with 
disease. The brother Capuchin 
Franciscans had also both lived 
at St. Bonaventure Monastery in 
Detroit in 1956.

“I was privileged to play the 
organ at our High Masses in 
the public chapel, and Solanus 
would stand next to me every 
morning, singing,” Father Rieder 
recalled from his days as a 
young friar. 

He added one of his own 
stories to the many that can be 
heard among current and former 
members of the Fort Wayne-
South Bend diocesan family: “I’ll 
never forget, one day I was on 
my hands and knees cleaning 
toilet bowls, and Solanus walked 
into the bathroom and he said, 
‘Oh, are you ever a lucky young 
man to be able to clean toilets 
for your brothers.’ That left a 
great impression on me.”  

Photos by Gabriela Mayo
This iconic photo of Father Solanus Casey at one of the doors of the St. Felix 
Friary now hangs inside the former friary.

Jan Scher, director of the Solanus Guild-Huntington Extension, stands next 
to a sign at the St. Felix Catholic Center in Huntington, which notes that the 
soon-to-be-beatified Father Solanus Casey lived at that location for a period 
of time in the mid-1900s.

BY WILLIAM SCHMITT
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Cathedral Books & Gifts
ADVENT: wreaths . candles . calendars . prayerbooks

20% OFF
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Expires November 30, 2017
Not valid with other discounts

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri: 8:30 am-5 pm
Thur: 8:30 am-7 pm | Sat: 10 am-2 pm

915 S. Clinton St., Fort Wayne
260-399-1443

Park FREE in our garage!

Pope names Bishop Joseph M. Siegel to lead Diocese of Evansville
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope 
Francis named Auxiliary Bishop 
Joseph M. Siegel of Joliet, 
Illinois, to head the Diocese of 
Evansville, Indiana.

He succeeds Archbishop 
Charles C. Thompson, who was 
appointed in June to lead the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

The appointment was 
announced in Washington Oct. 
18 by Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre, apostolic nuncio to the 
United States.

Bishop Siegel, 54, has been 
vicar general of the Joliet Diocese 
since 2011. He will be installed 
as the sixth bishop of Evansville 
Dec. 15.

“Over the past six years, I 
have come to appreciate Bishop 
Siegel’s many gifts and talents,” 
Joliet Bishop R. Daniel Conlon 
said in a statement. “It has been 
a blessing to work with him.

“He has been a great asset 
to the church of Joliet, both as a 
priest and a bishop,” he said. “I 
am confident that he will prove 
to be an effective and loving pas-
tor in Evansville. May God bless 
him and the people he has been 
called to serve.”

Born July 18, 1963, in 
Lockport Township, Illinois, 

Bishop Siegel is the youngest 
of nine children. He attended 
Rome’s Pontifical Gregorian 
University and the Pontifical 
University of St. Thomas, also 
known as the Angelicum. He 
received his license in systematic 
theology at the University of St. 
Mary of the Lake in Mundelein, 
Illinois.

He was ordained a priest for 
the Diocese of Joliet in 1988 and 
served in a number of parishes 
before being named an auxiliary 
bishop for the diocese by Pope 
Benedict XVI Oct. 28, 2009. He 
was ordained a bishop Jan. 19, 
2010, by then-Bishop J. Peter 
Sartain of Joliet, who is now 
Seattle’s archbishop.

Bishop Siegel has served 
as a member and chairman of 
the priests’ council and was 
appointed to the diocesan board 
of consultors. He also served as 
director of continuing formation 
for priests and as a member of 
the diocesan vocation board and 
the priest personnel board.

At the Catholic Conference 
of Illinois, the public policy arm 
of the state’s Catholic bishops, 
he served on the executive com-
mittee and was chairman of the 
Catholics for Life Department. 

He chaired the steering commit-
tee for the Joliet diocesan Year 
of the Eucharist and eucharistic 
congress and has been a mem-
ber of the Bishops’ Respect Life 

Advisory Board. He is a fourth-
degree Knight of Columbus and 
a member of the Knights of the 
Holy Sepulchre.

The Diocese of Evansville 

covers more than 5,000 square 
miles. It has a total population of 
about 513,000; Catholics number 
just over 76,200, or 15 percent of 
the population.

CNS/Paul Haring
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph M. Siegel of Joliet, Ill., has been named by Pope Francis to head the Diocese of Evansville, Ind. 
He is pictured celebrating Mass at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls in Rome in this 2012 file photo. 

Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception offers thanks
Your Excellency,

Thank you for the generous contribution of $35,625.96 pro-
vided by the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend toward the 
Trinity Dome project at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception. These proceeds will immediately support 
the completion of our nation’s preeminent Marian shrine and 
patronal church dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary under her 
title of the Immaculate Conception.

The Trinity Dome will be the crowning jewel and capstone 
achievement of Mary’s Shrine in preparation for the one hun-
dredth anniversary of the placing of its foundation stone in 2020. 
Your diocese’s generosity to this historic project at America’s 
Catholic Church will leave a lasting legacy of our faith and heri-
tage for untold generations to come.

With the installation of the mosaic currently on schedule, the 
dedication of the Trinity Dome is planned for noon on December 
8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the patronal feast 
day of our nation and the National Shrine. It is my hope that you 
will be able to join me in the Great Upper Church of the Basilica 
on this momentous and historic occasion.

With my deep appreciation for your continued support of Mary’s 
Shrine and wishing you every blessing in your ministry, I am

Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl
Archbishop of Washington

our anniversary couples and their 
families with joy today, the joy of 
love, the joy of the Gospel, which 
is the joy of the Church!” Bishop 
Rhoades offered the couples a 
blessing, which they received. It 
spoke of the marriage of a man 
and a woman as a true image of 
God’s own love.

Giles and Suzanne Horban, of 
Corpus Christi Parish, found the 
reminder of God’s presence in the 
sacrament of marriage especially 
important. Celebrating their 25th 
wedding anniversary, they said, 
“You’re not just married; it is holy 
matrimony!” 

Giles and Suzanne both 
attended 8 a.m. Mass every day 
for years, they said, and prayed 
to meet a spouse. Giles lived in 
Rochester while Suzanne resided 
in South Bend. They met after 
he put an advertisement in the 
Pennysaver, which Suzanne read 
and felt in her heart, “There is 
just something about it — and he 
said he was Catholic!” They now 
have seven children, ages 8 to 
23, four of whom joined them for 
the special wedding anniversary 
Mass.

The Horbans found Bishop 
Rhoades’ homily to be true in 
their own life experience. “He 
has a short memory for what 
I do wrong, and I sit back and 
listen when he talks. I don’t need 
to bring up old, other stuff. We 
remember, ‘We are going to make 
this work.’” 

Giles surprised his wife this 
June with a special vow renewal 
and party at their parish, with 
their friends and family in atten-
dance, as well as a beautiful 
mother’s ring with birthstones of 
each of their children and a dia-
mond in the middle.

Larry and Angela Taylor of 
Christ the King Parish also cel-
ebrate 25 years of marriage this 
year. The couple teaches natural 
family planning classes for the 
diocese.

Faith, with God as the center, 
is extremely important in their 
marriage, the couple said — it 
has given them the grace to 
remain committed to each other. 
Mass attendance is an integral 
part of their faith as well. No mat-
ter where they are or what is on 
their schedule, they make sure 
to attend Mass every week. They 
also do their best to find a Mass 
time that works for everyone in 
the family. 

Receiving the sacraments 
regularly is also very important to 
Deacon Greg Gehred and his wife, 
Patricia, who celebrate 50 years 
of marriage this year.

God comes first as they raise 
their six children. Daily Mass was 

a regular practice with the whole 
family, and prayer time at home 
and breaking open Scripture also 
happened on a daily basis. They 
were involved in ministries and 
in the avenues that opened up to 
them with helping the less fortu-
nate in our communities.

The Gehreds for decades have 
prayed the Liturgy of the Hours 
and the rosary together daily. 
The words of Father Patrick 
Peyton, known as the Rosary 
Priest, resound in their minds and 
hearts: “The family that prays 
together, stays together.” 

Also looking toward the future 
with joy and gratitude, and sur-
viving joy and great sorrow, were 
Robert and Betty Urbanski of St. 
Matthew Parish. Married for 70 
years, they have six children, four 
of them living. “Losing two chil-
dren, one at 42, one at 17, made 
us closer,” said Betty. “I wouldn’t 
have survived without him. One 
works for the other. One gives 
the other strength when they are 
feeling down. We can read each 
other’s minds,” she said smiling, 
clearly still in love. 

“He also never said to me, 
‘Don’t buy it,’ even when we were 
on a shoestring budget when he 
was a student at Notre Dame.” 

The Urbanskis met at a dinner-
dance and Mass at St. Casimir 
Parish, South Bend, celebrating 
the parish’s mortgage burning. 
Robert, freshly back from the 
Air Force on the European front 
during World War II, saw Betty 
dance by with another gentleman, 
cut-in and danced only with her 
the rest of the evening, shooing 
away any other possible suitors. 
The Urbanskis now look forward 
to celebrating their 70th anniver-
sary with a river cruise down the 
Danube in Germany in December.  

MARRIAGE, from page 1

Jennifer Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Perez of St. Thomas the 
Apostle Parish in Elkhart talk with 
Bishop Rhoades following the Mass 
at St. Matthew Cathedral for those 
celebrating wedding anniversaries. 
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Groups settle in lawsuit against HHS contraceptive mandate

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Dozens 
of Catholic groups that chal-
lenged the contraceptive man-
date of the Affordable Care Act 
have reached a settlement with 
the U.S. Justice Department, they 
announced late Oct. 16.

The groups, including the 
Archdiocese of Washington 
and the Pennsylvania dioceses 
of Greensburg, Pittsburgh and 
Erie, were represented by the 
Cleveland-based law firm Jones 
Day.

The Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend was among those 
filing suit, accompanied by 
Catholic Charities of Fort Wayne-
South Bend, St. Anne Home & 
Retirement Community of the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, Franciscan Alliance Inc., 
University of Saint Francis and 
Our Sunday Visitor Inc.

Washington Cardinal Donald 
W. Wuerl wrote an Oct. 16 letter 
to archdiocesan priests saying 
the “binding agreement” ends 
the litigation challenging the 
Health and Human Services’ 
mandate and provides a “level of 
assurance as we move into the 
future.”

The mandate went to the 
Supreme Court last year in the 
consolidated case of Zubik v. 
Burwell. Although it was most 
often described as the Little 
Sisters of the Poor fighting 
against the federal govern-
ment, the case before the court 
involved seven plaintiffs and 
each of these combined cases 
represented a group of schools, 
churches or church-sponsored 
organizations.

Pittsburgh Bishop David A. 
Zubik, whom the case is named 
for, said he was grateful for the 
settlement, which he described 
as an “agreement with the gov-
ernment that secures and reaf-
firms the constitutional right of 
religious freedom.”

In an Oct. 17 statement, 
the bishop said the diocese’s 
five-year-long challenge to the 
mandate “has been resolved 
successfully” allowing Catholic 
Charities in the diocese and other 
religious organizations of differ-
ent denominations to be exempt 
from “insurance coverage or 
practices that are morally unac-
ceptable.”

He said the settlement follows 
the recent release of new federal 
regulations that provide religious 
organizations with a full exemp-
tion from covering items that 
violate their core beliefs.

On Oct. 6, the Trump admin-
istration issued interim rules 
expanding the exemption to 
the contraceptive mandate to 
include religious employers 
who object on moral grounds 
to covering contraceptive and 
abortion-inducing drugs and 
devices in their employee health 
insurance. The same day, the 
U.S. Department of Justice issued 
guidance to all administrative 
agencies and executive depart-
ments regarding religious liberty 
protections in federal law.

Cardinal Wuerl said in his 
letter to priests that the new 
guidelines and regulations were 
extremely helpful but that the 
“settlement of the Zubik litiga-
tion adds a leavening of certainty 
moving forward. It removes 
doubt where it might otherwise 
exist as it closes those cases.”

“The settlement adds addi-
tional assurances,” he added, 
“that we will not be subject to 
enforcement or imposition of 
similar regulations imposing 
such morally unacceptable man-
dates moving forward.”

The cardinal thanked the 
Jones Day law firm for its legal 
representation in the case and 
thanked Catholics for their 
prayers and support for the peti-
tioners in the long legal fight.

Thomas Aquinas College of 
Santa Paula, California, one of 
the groups that fell under the 

Washington archdiocese’s chal-
lenge of the HHS mandate to the 
Supreme Court, similarly thanked 
the law firm Jones Day for repre-
senting the school pro bono.

The school’s president, 
Michael McLean, said in an Oct. 
16 statement that as part of the 
settlement, the government will 
pay a portion of the legal costs 
and fees incurred by the law 
firm.

He said the college welcomed 
the broadening of the exemption 
from the HHS mandate by the 
Trump administration in early 
October but he similarly said the 
settlement of the case provides 
“something even better: a perma-
nent exemption from an onerous 
federal directive — and any simi-
lar future directive — that would 
require us to compromise our 
fundamental beliefs.”

“This is an extraordinary 
outcome for Thomas Aquinas 
College and for the cause of reli-
gious freedom,” he added.

The school’s statement said 
according to the terms of the 

settlement, the government 
concedes that the contraceptive 
mandate “imposes a substan-
tial burden” on the plaintiffs’ 
exercise of religion and “cannot 
be legally enforced” under the 
Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act.

The contraceptive mandate, 
in place since 2012, required all 
employers to provide contracep-
tive coverage in their employer 
insurance. Last year when oppo-
sition to this mandate came to 
the Supreme Court, the justices 
unanimously returned the case 
to the lower courts with instruc-
tions to determine if contracep-
tive insurance coverage could be 
obtained by employees through 
their insurance companies with-
out directly involving religious 
employers who object to paying 
for such coverage.

Erie Bishop Lawrence T. 
Persico, representing one of the 
groups that challenged the man-
date, said in an Oct. 17 state-
ment that it has been “difficult 
for people to understand that 

this lawsuit was not just about 
contraceptives. 

“The real issue,” he said, 
“was the government attempting 
to narrow the definition of free-
dom of religion, using the HHS 
mandate to exempt only a small 
subset of religious employers. 
Churches were declared exempt, 
but their hospitals, Catholic 
Charities agencies, schools, and 
universities were not.”

The bishop said he was 
pleased with the settlement 
particularly because the church 
continues to assert that all of its 
ministries “are inextricably tied 
to the practice of our faith.”

This report was amended to 
include information about the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend’s participation in the suit. 

Mark Zimmermann, edi-
tor of the Catholic Standard, 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
Washington, contributed to this 
report.

BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN

Divine Mercy
FUNERAL HOME
CATHOLIC CEMETERY

Please join us as we celebrate the 
Blessing and Official Opening of 
the Divine Mercy Funeral Home, 
beginning with…

All Soul’s Day Mass
Thursday, November 2, Noon
The Catholic Cemetery’s Outdoor Altar
Officiated by The Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades,
Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend.

Divine Mercy Funeral Home
Blessing and Official Opening
Thursday, November 2
Following the All Soul’s Day Mass.

Public Open House
Saturday, November 4, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Join us for a public Open House to celebrate the opening of the 
Divine Mercy Funeral Home. Tours will be conducted throughout the 
day and a small memento will be offered to attendees while supplies 
last. All are welcome.

Divine Mercy Funeral Home… Welcoming all faiths.

3500 Lake Avenue • Fort Wayne, IN
www.divinemercyfuneralhome.org

DM-GrandOpen-Ad-6x8.indd   1 10/5/17   9:52 AM
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Senate confirms 
Callista Gingrich as U.S. 
ambassador to the 
Holy See
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The 
Senate confirmed Callista Gingrich 
as the new U.S. ambassador to the 
Holy See. Voting late Oct. 16, sen-
ators approved her nomination 
70-23. More than 20 Democrats 
joined Republicans in support-
ing Gingrich, the wife of former 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
a vocal ally of President Donald 
Trump. Gingrich, 51, a lifelong 
Catholic and a former congres-
sional aide, has been president 
of Gingrich Productions, a multi-
media production and consulting 
company in Arlington, Virginia, 
since 2007. She was expected 
to present her credentials at the 
Vatican in the coming weeks. 
Gingrich’s associates welcomed 
the vote. Among them was Msgr. 
Walter R. Rossi, rector of the 
Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington, where Gingrich 
has been a longtime member 
of the choir. “Callista has been 
part of our shrine family for two 
decades and so, as any family 
rejoices when good news arrives, 
we rejoice with Callista,” Msgr. 
Rossi said in an Oct. 17 state-
ment. “Both Callista and Speaker 
Gingrich are wonderful support-
ers of our ministry here at Mary’s 
shrine, most especially our music 
program.”

Pope condemns deadly 
terrorist attack in 
Somalia
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope 
Francis prayed for the victims of 
a terrorist attack in Mogadishu, 
Somalia, that left hundreds dead 
and countless wounded in one 
of the deadliest attacks in the 
country’s history. Before con-
cluding his weekly general audi-
ence Oct. 18, the pope expressed 
his sorrow and denounced the 
“massacre which caused more 
than 300 deaths, including sev-
eral children. This terrorist act 
deserves the fiercest condemna-
tion, especially because it victim-
izes people that are already so 
tried,” the pope said. Mogadishu 
erupted into chaos Oct. 14 when 
a minivan and a truck carry-
ing military grade explosives 
exploded near a security check-
point. Investigators believe the 
attackers were targeting a heavily 
guarded compound that housed 
many embassies, United Nations’ 
offices and African Union peace-
keeping forces. 

Italian priest  
kidnapped in Nigeria 
freed
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Italian 
Father Maurizio Pallu, who was 
kidnapped by several gunmen 
in Nigeria and held captive for 
nearly a week, was freed Oct. 
17. Father Pallu, a 63-year-old 

missionary affiliated with the 
Neocatechumenal Way, and a 
group of pilgrims were on their 
way to Mass in Benin City Oct. 
12 when they were ambushed. 
The priest told the Italian website 
Vatican Insider that contrary to 
initial reports, two members of 
the group were taken hostage. 
“We were very scared, especially 
the two young people who were 
with me: a young man employed 
by the parish and a female stu-
dent, both from Nigeria, both very 
young,” Father Pallu told Vatican 
Insider Oct. 18. Under guard, “we 
walked for several hours, hoping 
that someone would notice us,” 
he said. “Instead, we were taken 
to an isolated place.” 

Bishops’ migration 
chairman asks for 
extension of  
immigration status
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The head 
of the U.S. bishops’ Committee 
on Migration said some migrants 
from Honduras and El Salvador 

cannot safely return to their 
home countries in the near future 
and should have a special immi-
gration permit extended. The U.S. 
government will consider in early 
November whether to extend, for 
some migrants hailing from the 
two countries, what’s known as 
Temporary Protected Status, or 
TPS. The designation is for those 
who come to the U.S. from certain 
countries because of a natural 
disaster, continuing armed con-
flict or other extraordinary condi-
tions. The status for Honduras 
and El Salvador is set to expire 
in early 2018. “There is ample 
evidence to suggest that current 
TPS recipients from Honduras 
and El Salvador cannot return 
safely to their home country at 
this time,” said Bishop Joe S. 
Vasquez of Austin, Texas, chair-
man of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Committee 
on Migration. He cited a report 
issued by bishops’ Office of 
Migration and Refugee Services 
titled “Temporary Protected 
Status: A Vital Piece of the 
Central American Protection and 
Prosperity Puzzle.” The report 

recommends that the U.S. gov-
ernment extend TPS for some 
257,000 people from El Salvador 
and Honduras in the U.S., who 
currently have a work permit and 
reprieve from deportation. 

Pope urges Christians 
to think about what 
they say in the Our 
Father
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — To pray 
the Lord’s Prayer and believe 
what one is reciting takes real 
courage, Pope Francis said. One 
must be bold “to truly believe that 
God is the father who accompa-
nies me, forgives me, gives me 
bread, is attentive to everything 
I ask,” Pope Francis said in a 
filmed conversation about the 
Our Father. The Italian bishops’ 
television station, TV2000, was 
to begin airing a nine-part series 
Oct. 25 featuring Pope Francis’ 
conversation with Father Marco 
Pozza, an Italian prison chaplain 
and theologian. A long trailer for 
the program was released Oct. 

18. The original idea for the proj-
ect was that Father Pozza would 
explain the Our Father phrase by 
phrase and discuss its meaning 
and implications with a hand-
ful of famous Italians from the 
world of culture and entertain-
ment. But, the priest told report-
ers at a news conference, when 
he told one of the prisoners in 
Padua about it, the man said, “If 
he knew about it, Pope Francis 
would participate, too.” 

New shrine enables 
Catholics to renew 
devotion to Fatima, 
says bishop
CHARLES TOWN, W.Va. (CNS) 
— A new shrine to Our Lady of 
Fatima in West Virginia invites 
Catholics “to live the Fatima mes-
sage with renewed commitment 
and gives us the means to do so,” 
said Bishop Michael J. Bransfield 
of Wheeling-Charleston. The new 
shrine next to St. James Church 
in Charles Town will enable 
Catholics “to pray the rosary 
with greater devotion and to be 
renewed in our dedication to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary,” the 
bishop said to the congregation 
at Mass Oct. 14. Following the 
liturgy, he dedicated the new 
shrine. Hundreds gathered for 
a moment long anticipated by 
the parish community including 
many from the surrounding area 
and Virginia, who began the day 
by gathering in the new shrine 
to pray the rosary that morn-
ing. They then proceeded to the 
church, where Bishop Bransfield 
celebrated the special Mass with 
area priests concelebrating. 

Martyred Spanish 
Claretians offered 
culture of peace, says 
cardinal
BARCELONA, Spain (CNS) — More 
than a hundred Spanish Claretian 
missionaries were beatified as 
Catholic martyrs, eight decades 
after they were killed during 
their country’s 1936-39 civil war. 
“During the last century, Spanish 
religious persecution became a 
virulent epidemic of death and 
destruction, leaving thousands 
and thousands of defenseless, 
innocent victims behind,” said 
Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect 
of the Vatican’s Congregation for 
Saints’ Causes, at an Oct. 21 beati-
fication Mass at Sagrada Familia 
basilica. “Faced by this devastat-
ing tsunami, these 109 Claretian 
religious reacted with the effective 
weapon of charity and forgiveness. 
To those wishing to annihilate the 
Christian presence in Spain, the 
martyrs responded by forgiving, 
praying and calling, ‘We are not 
afraid.’” He said the beatification 
was a reminder that Christianity 
offered “a culture of peace and fra-
ternity, not war.” The 109 martyrs 
included 49 priests, 31 lay broth-
ers and 29 students, all killed 
in late 1936 and early 1937 by 
Spain’s communist republicans. 

News Briefs

CNS photo

“Everyone looks great tonight,” House Speaker Paul Ryan, a Catholic, quipped during his 
keynote speech at the 72nd Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation Dinner in New York Oct. 
19. “Amazing, I don’t think I’ve seen this many New York liberals and Wall Street CEOs in 
one room since my last visit to the White House.” His words followed the customary tone 
for the event, a traditional opportunity for speakers to poke good-natured fun at them-
selves, one another and prominent guests. Actress Patricia Heaton, also a Catholic, was 
the emcee — the first woman to take that role at the dinner. She stars in the ABC series 
“The Middle” and also played Raymond’s long-suffering wife in the popular comedy series 
“Everybody Loves Raymond.” Heaton is well known, too, for her support for pro-life causes. 

Al Smith dinner features actress as emcee 
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Ancilla College 
Changing Lives 
Scholarship Dinner 
DONALDSON — The fifth annu-
al Changing Lives Scholarship 
Dinner will be at 6 p.m. Nov. 10 
at Swan Lake Resort. Guests will 
enjoy a social hour followed by 
dinner, prepared by the excep-
tional culinary staff at Swan Lake 
Resort. A variety of silent and live 
auction items will be available 
to bid on during the evening, 
including two trips, a chef-pre-
pared meal for 10 in the winner’s 
home and tickets to a variety of 
athletic events. 

The evening will include pre-
sentation of two of the college’s 
highest honors — the Ancilla 
Award and the Sister Mary 
Dolores Outstanding Alumni 
Award. The Oliver Ford family 
will receive the Ancilla Award. 
The family has been a gener-
ous supporter of Ancilla College 
for many years and continues to 
be a big part of the Ancilla and 
Plymouth communities.

The Sister Mary Dolores 
Outstanding Alumni Award will 
be presented to Jill Neidlinger 
(AC’89). She graduated from 
Ancilla in 1989, received her 
bachelor’s degree in 1992 from 
Indiana University and became 
a full-time faculty member at 
Ancilla in 2005, after receiving 
her master’s degree in education 
from Olivet Nazarene. 

Current students will be seated 
with attendees and will share 
how scholarships have impacted 
their education at Ancilla College. 
Two students will offer testimoni-
als about their experiences. 

Music for the evening will 
be provided by pianist Andrew 
Jennings. The silent auction will 
be held until 7:45 p.m., with the 
live scholarship auction starting 
at 8:30 p.m.  

Jim Forest, author, 
to talk about current 
works
NOTRE DAME — Noted peace-
maker and author Jim Forest, 
a friend and collaborator of 
Thomas Merton, Dorothy Day 
and Daniel Berrigan, will speak 
about his recent book, “The Root 
of War is Fear: Thomas Merton’s 
Advice to Peacemakers” and his 
forthcoming book, “At Play in 
the Lions’ Den: A Biography and 
Memoir of Daniel Berrigan” on 
Monday, Oct. 30, at 7 p.m. at the 
Eck Visitors Center Auditorium 
at the University of Notre Dame. 
A selection of Forest’s books will 
be available for purchase at 6:30 
p.m. This event is hosted by the 
Catholic Peace Fellowship and 
the Notre Dame Chapter of the 
Catholic Peace Fellowship. For 
information contact Shawn T. 
Storer at 574-339-1100.

Young Adult retreat 
date set
SOUTH BEND — The annual 
diocesan young adult retreat 
will take place beginning at 
9 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 13, and 
continuing through 1 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 14, at Sacred Heart 
Parish Center in South Bend. 
Young adult men and women 
in their 20s and 30s, single and 
married, are encouraged to join in 
this chance to get away from the 
busyness of daily life and encoun-
ter the Lord in a personal way. 
This year’s retreat theme is, 
“Speak Lord, Your Servants are 
Listening.” Come learn ways to 
hear more clearly what the Lord 
has to say, and enjoy relevant 
talks, music, adoration, con-
fession, Mass and social time. 
More details to come at www.dio-
cesefwsb.org/yam-retreats.

Around the diocese

Provided by St. Mary of the Assumption School

The staff and students of St. Mary of the Assumption School, Avilla, participated in the 
Worldwide Children’s Holy Hour on Oct. 13 to honor the 100th anniversary of Fatima. The 
school family gathered and held a prayer service that included a rosary, led by members of 
the student council, and benediction. Three students depicted, from left, St. Francisco, St. 
Jacinta and Lucia, the three children with whom Our Lady shared her message.

Provided by Molly Ziezer

The Serra Club of South Bend sold Father’s Day cards in June at seven South Bend parishes 
to raise money to support the Seminarian Educational Fund of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-
South Bend. A few members of the club were able to meet with Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades in 
August to present him with a check for $2,650, generated by the sales. Pictured, from left, 
are Ray and Susan Vales, Bishop Rhoades, Frances Sain and Ted Niezer.

Provided by Peggy Beuchel

Students at St. John School in New Haven were greeted by 
a couple of horseback riders one morning in October during 
the school’s annual book fair. The live props played right 
into the Wild West theme of this year’s fair. Zachary Coyle, 
principal, along with Maggie Tippmann, seventh grade 
teacher, were responsible for rounding-up the equestrian 
excitement, which was graciously provided by the Tim and 
Amy Tippmann family.

Holy hour for Our Lady of Fatima

Serran support for seminarians ‘Neigh’bors visit St. John School
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VATICAN CITY —  On June 23, 
Pope Francis spoke on the sub-
ject of vocations before partici-
pants of the 75th Convention of 
Serra International, who were 
received in an audience. The 
organization is devoted to foster-
ing and supporting vocations to 
the priesthood. Following is the 
content of the pope’s address.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I am pleased to greet all of 

you. From throughout the world 
you have gathered for this 
International Convention, which 
has as its theme: “Siempre adel-
ante. The courage of vocation.” 
In the joy of the Gospel, and 
with that boldness typical of 
the Christian mission, you have 
gathered here to discover anew, 
at the school of the Master, 
the meaning of every Christian 
vocation: to offer our lives as a 
gift, “anointing” our brothers 
and sisters with the tenderness 
and mercy of God. I thank Mr. 
Dante Vannini, the President of 
Serra International, for his kind 
words. I would like to reflect 
on something he said which, I 
believe, is central to the experi-
ence of faith: to be friends.

To be friends to priests, 
sustaining their vocation and 
accompanying them in their 
ministry: with this great gift 
you enrich the Church! This is, 
above all else, what a Serran is 
— a “special friend” whom the 
Lord has brought into the lives 
of seminarians and priests.

Today the word “friend” has 
become a bit overused. In our 
daily lives, we run into various 
people whom we call “friends,” 
but that is just a word we say. 
Within virtual communica-
tions, “friend” is one of the 
most frequently found words. 
Yet we know that superficial 
knowledge has little to do with 
that experience of encounter or 
closeness evoked by the word 
“friend.” 

When Jesus speaks of his 
“friends,” He points to a hard 
truth: true friendship involves 
an encounter that draws me so 
near to the other person that I 
give something of my very self. 
Jesus says to His disciples: “No 
longer do I call you servants… 
but I have called you friends, 
for all that I have heard from 
my Father I have made known 
to you” (Jn 15:15). He thus 
establishes a new relationship 
between man and God, one 
that transcends the law and 
is grounded in trust and love. 
At the same time, Jesus frees 
friendship from sentimental-
ism and presents it to us as a 
responsibility that embraces our 
entire life: “Greater love has no 
man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends” (Jn 
15:13).

We become friends, then, 
only if our encounter is more 
than something outward or 
formal, and becomes instead 
a way of sharing in the life of 
another person, an experience 
of compassion, a relationship 
that involves giving ourselves 
for others.

It is good for us to reflect on 
what friends do. They stand at 
our side, gently and tenderly, 
along our journey; they listen to 
us closely, and can see beyond 
mere words; they are merciful 
when faced with our faults; 
they are non-judgmental. They 
are able to walk with us, help-
ing us to feel joy in knowing 
that we are not alone. They 
do not always indulge us but, 
precisely because they love us, 
they honestly tell us when they 
disagree. They are there to pick 
us up whenever we fall.

This is the also the kind of 
friendship that you seek to offer 
to priests. The Serra Club helps 
foster this beautiful vocation of 
being laity who are friends to 
priests. Friends who know how 
to accompany and sustain them 
in faith, in fidelity to prayer 

and apostolic commitment. 
Friends who share the wonder 
of a vocation, the courage of a 
definitive decision, the joy and 
fatigue of ministry. Friends who 
can offer priests support and 
regard their generous efforts 
and human failings with under-
standing and tender love. In 
this way, you are to priests like 
the home of Bethany, where 
Jesus entrusted his weariness to 
Martha and Mary, and, thanks 
to their care, was able to find 
rest and refreshment.

There is another phrase that 
describes you. You chose it for 
the theme of this convention: 
Siempre adelante! Keep mov-
ing forward! Like you, I believe 
that this is a synonym for the 
Christian vocation. For the life 
of every missionary disciple 
bears the impress of his or her 
vocation. The voice of the Lord 
invites his disciples to leave the 
safety of their homeland and to 
begin the “holy journey” towards 
the promised land of encounter 
with him and with our brothers 
and sisters. Vocation is an invi-
tation to go forth from ourselves, 
to rejoice in our relationship 
with the Lord, and to journey 
along the ways that he opens up 
before us.

Of course, we cannot make 
progress unless we take a risk. 
We do not advance toward the 
goal if, as the Gospel says, we 
are afraid to lose our lives (cf. 
Mt 16:25-26). No ship would 
ever set out into the deep if it 
feared leaving the safety of the 
harbour. So too, Christians can-
not enter into the transforming 
experience of God’s love unless 
they are open to new possibili-
ties, and not tied to their own 
plans and cherished ways of 
doing things. Pastoral struc-
tures can fall into this same 
temptation, being concerned 
more with self-preservation 
than with adapting themselves 
to the service of the Gospel.

On the other hand, when 
Christians go about their daily 
lives without fear, they can dis-
cover God’s constant surprises. 
They need but have the cour-
age to dare, not to let fear stifle 
their creativity, not to be suspi-
cious of new things, but instead 
to embrace the challenges 
which the Spirit sets before 
them, even when this means 
changing plans and charting a 
different course.

We can take as our inspira-
tion Saint Junípero, as he made 
his way, limping, towards San 
Diego to plant the cross there! 
I fear those Christians who do 
not keep walking, but remain 
enclosed in their own little 
niche. It is better to go forward 
limping, and even at times to 

Vocation awareness week noV. 5-11

Pray for seminarians of the diocese
Several opportunities and organizations exist within the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend to 

pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. 

• Little Flower Holy Hour  Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m., to pray for vocations to 
the priesthood and consecrated life at the St. Mother Theodore Guerin Chapel, Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception Parish, 1122 S. Clinton St., Fort Wayne

• Father Solanus Casey Vocation Society in Fort Wayne: President, Darren Schortgen: 260-385-7603

• Serra Club of South Bend: President, Ted Niezer: 412-328-5351

We give thanks for the following men who have discerned  
a calling to devote their lives to service in the Catholic Church 
and are on the path to ordination.

                       Seminarians 2017-18
Deacon Patrick Hake
Deacon Jay Horning
Deacon David Huneck
Deacon Nathan Maskal
Deacon Thomas Zehr
Jose Arroyo
Daniel Niezer
Spenser St. Louis
Stephen Felicichia
Daniel Koehl
Michael Ammer
Jonathan Evangelista
Benjamin Landrigan
Keeton Lockwood
Logan Parrish
Brian Isenbarger

Joe Knepper
Augustine Onuoha
Samuel Anderson
Vincent Faurote
Brian Florin
Brian Kempiak
Bobby Krisch
Zane Langenbrunner
Jacob Schneider
Jonathan Alvarez
Dominic Garrett
Mark Hellinger
Caleb Kruse
David Langford
Nicholas Monnin

‘Siempre Adelante’: The courage of vocation

Jennifer Miller
Students at Sealed by the Spirit confirmation retreat, which took place 
Oct. 14, get to know the recently ordained Father Eric Burgener. Pope 
Francis has encouraged friendship with priests, both to support clergy and 
to cultivate new vocations. 
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Compassion    Faith    Prayer    Communit y

www.cscsisters.org

look for us on Facebook and bringitforgod.blogspot.com
Live the life of a religious.

Vocation awareness week noV. 5-11

Every vocation changes our plans, 
disclosing a new one, and it is astonishing 
to see how much inner help God gives us.

ST. POPE JOHN PAUL II

SPONSORED BY THE SERRA CLUB OF SOUTH BEND

fall, while always trusting in the 
mercy of God, than to be “muse-
um Christians” who are afraid 
of change. Even though they 
received a charism or vocation, 
instead of serving the eternal 
newness of the Gospel, they are 
caught up in defending them-
selves and their own roles.

A vocation is a calling received 
from another. It entails letting 
go of ourselves, setting out and 
placing ourselves at the service of 
a greater cause. In humility, we 
become co-workers in the Lord’s 
vineyard, renouncing every spirit 
of possession and vainglory. How 
sad it is to see that at times we, 
men and women of the Church, 

do not know how to cede our 
place. We do not let go of our 
responsibilities serenely, but find 
it hard to hand over to others the 
works that the Lord had entrust-
ed to us!

So you too, siempre adelante! 
With courage, creativity and bold-
ness. Do not be afraid to renew 
your structures. Do not rest on 
your laurels, but be ever ready to 
try new things. As in the Olympic 
Games, may you always be ready 
to “pass the torch,” above all to 
future generations, knowing that 
the flame is lit from on high, pre-
cedes our response and exceeds 
our efforts. Such is the Christian 
mission: “One sows and another 

reaps” (Jn 4:37).
Dear brothers and sisters, I 

encourage you to be true friends 
to seminarians and priests, show-
ing your love for them by promot-
ing vocations and through prayer 
and pastoral cooperation. Please, 
keep pressing forward. Forward in 
hope, forward with your mission, 
ever looking beyond, opening new 
horizons, making room for the 
young and preparing the future. 
The Church and priestly vocations 
need you. May Mary Most Holy, 
Mother of the Church and Mother 
of priests, be with you every step 
of the way. And I ask you, please, 
to pray for me!

Please, come and pray for vocations to 
the priesthood and consecrated life.

LITTLE FLOWER HOLY HOUR

Nov. 7
7 p.m.

Fort Wayne, Indiana
St. Mother Theodore Guerin Chapel 

with Fr. Jonathan Norton
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Most Precious Blood Rosary Society Craft Show
November 4, 2017 | 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM

Most Precious Blood | 1529 Barthold St., Fort Wayne
For table info, contact: Teresa at 260-426-1728 or Ann at 260-483-5267

Crafts . Bake Sale . Snack Bar . More

Listening to God in the stillness: a vocation story

CNS — A few years ago I came 
across a paper I wrote in high 
school. The topic was, “If you were 
a pilgrim in ‘The Canterbury Tales,’ 
what would be said of you?”

As a 15-year-old girl, I did not 
write about career aspirations or 
goals. I simply wrote that I had 
fallen madly in love with the 
man of my dreams and that was 
who I was. How telling.

I grew up the youngest in a 
large Catholic family who in the 
midst of joys and difficulties 
prayed together and planted deep 
seeds of faith in my heart. Yet, in 
the midst of the secular culture, I 
struggled to know if the living of 
my faith would rob me in some 
way of this love that I so deeply 
desired. It was not until college, 
when I studied abroad, that this 
desire was deepened.

There I was in the midst of 
this beauty, mystery, culture 
-- the Alps, the Mediterranean, 

historic places 
and shrines 
where thou-
sands had 
been healed — 
and I started 
to realize that I 
did not want to 
merely look at 
it, I wanted in. 
I was thirsty to 
be a part of this 
that so capti-
vated me.

At the same time I encoun-
tered young religious sisters. I 
thought, This is the most radi-
cal thing someone can do with 
her life, her love! Their witness 
of joy, which I knew came from 
love, lingered in my heart like 
the beauty of my travels.

Over time, however, my 
life became increasingly about 
myself and how I could orches-
trate my own happiness. I had 
gone to school for nursing and 
came home exhausted from the 
hospital one night, but could not 
fall asleep.

Restless as I was, I cried out 
to God, “Just in case you forgot, I 
want to be happy! But I’m miser-
able, half-dead inside.” And it was 
a grace: In that moment I knew 
I had to give God every one of 
my desires. So I listed them: my 
desires for marriage and children, 
to be this kind of nurse, to travel, 
to have this kind of car, etc.

As I finished giving him each 
one, I experienced in my heart a 
stillness that I had never experi-
enced before. I heard a voice with-
in me say, “I want you for myself.”

I felt his love for me, that he 
was choosing me. And I thought, 
If you love me like this, you love 
me. I said yes to him that night, 
not sure what that would look 
like, but knowing I was claimed. A 
surge of peace and joy followed.

My last concern was my nurs-
ing career. I loved serving those 
who were sick and even dying. 
Talking to a priest about my 
uncertainty, he mentioned to me, 
“We’re all sick and dying.” It hit 
me. My heart was made to be a 
part of the deeper healing of our 

culture beyond the hospital that 
others may know the fullness of 
life.

These past eight years as 
a sister, being his spouse, I’ve 
come to know that we have a 
captivated Creator who sees in 
me the beauty that I wanted to 
be a part of. He fills my thirst 
with his love, transforming me 
into a vessel of his life and love 
to all I encounter.

Cultivating vocations begins 
in the family, where Jesus is 
alive and prayer is conversation 
with him. Having the chance to 
meet religious men and women 
through attending events or vol-
unteering is a great opportunity 
to experience the gift of conse-
crated life. Spending time with 
Jesus in silent prayer, adoration, 
daily Mass and frequent confes-
sion turns up the volume to his 
voice within our hearts and more 
clearly reveals his love and plan.

I’m still a pilgrim on the way. 
Every day I am taken deeper 
and am happy to lose myself in 
this love, where I know I’ve been 
found.

Sister Faustina Maria Pia is a Sister of 
Life. Visit www.sistersoflife.org.
Faith Alive! is a monthly col-
umn provided by Catholic News 
Service.

BY SISTER FAUSTINA MARIA 
PIA BIANCHI, SV
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
In a recent talk on religious 
brothers, Benedictine 
Brother John Mark 
Falkenhain, a professor of 
psychology at St. Meinrad 
Seminary and School of 
Theology in Indiana, said:
“To any young people 
considering a religious 
vocation in the church, 
allow me only to say that 
the consecrated life is rich, 
challenging, beautiful, 
difficult and, above all, a 
great privilege.
“This is true of all vocations 
in the church if they are 
lived with zeal. I do not 
hesitate to tell you that 
life as a brother can be 
challenging, gritty and 
tough as well as rewarding 
and sweet, because I know 
you are looking to do 
something extraordinary 
and heroic with your lives.
“Know that you are invited 
to point to the kingdom 
with us, and in Pope 
Francis’ words, to ‘wake up 
the world’ to realities that 
we are not yet accustomed 
to seeing but are too 
magnificent to be missed.”

Come and see all we have to offer!
AMONG THE OPPORTUNITIES:
• Visit the Historic OLV Chapel
• Learn about Saint Anne Assisted Living
• Explore offerings at Victory Noll Center
• Tour protected natural areas from ACRES 

AT VICTORY NOLL

C A M P U S  W I D E

OPEN HOUSE
1 to 4 p.m.   •  Sunday, November 12

Victory Noll  •  1900 W. Park Drive, Huntington
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Catholic Charities’ place in the philanthropic community
Providing local, Catholic 
solutions to complex 
human problems

Editor’s Note: This is the last in 
a series of articles about Catholic 
Charities in the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend and its role 
as the social-service arm of the 
Catholic Church.

Many ask, what sets 
Catholic Charities apart 
from other philanthropic 

organizations in our com-
munity? This is the question 
addressed in this series.

First, it is important to know 
that Catholic Charities is guided 
by Catholic social teaching, 
which instructs it to view those 
it serves in their full human-
ity — that is, as people who 
have both great needs and great 
potential. As a result, Catholic 
Charities strives to be a model of 
God’s love and mercy, offering 
true compassion to those in need 
while empowering them physi-
cally, mentally, emotionally and 
spiritually to live as full a life as 
their capabilities will allow. 

Many Catholic Charities cli-
ents are facing some short-term 
crisis in meeting basic needs, 
such as adequate food, cloth-
ing or shelter. The organization 
refers to this initial intervention 
as a Phase 1 Service (see the 
Service Pyramid), which typically 
lasts less than one year. 

However, the real focus of its 
work is why someone comes to 
Catholic Charities under such cir-
cumstances. Those unmet basic 
needs are often symptomatic of 
more complex, long-term issues 
that prevent them from mov-
ing ahead in their lives. These 
secondary interventions are 
described as Phase 2 Services, 
which often require years of 
professional support to address 
successfully. 

Failure to confront long-term 
issues can have dire social and 
personal consequences. Consider 
those who are in need of profes-
sional counseling for emotion-
al, psychological or mental 
health reasons. Without 
these vital services, a 
marriage might end in 
divorce or a student 
might face expul-
sion from school.

Many parish 
priests in the 
diocese tell 
Catholic 
Charities 
that 
their 

greatest need is for trustworthy, 
professional counselors to whom 
they can refer parishioners, 
school children and families. To 
address this need, it has recently 
added clinical liaison Jess 
Adams, whose job is to work 
directly with the parish priest or 
his designee to secure counsel-
ing services for the individual or 
family involved. It is important 
to note that Adams only works 
directly with the priest.

So many of the vulnerable in 
communities within the Diocese 
of Fort Wayne-South Bend still 
have complex needs beyond 
food, clothing and shelter. It is 
Catholic Charities’ Catholic mis-
sion to address the long-term 
issues they face, so they can live 
up to their God-given potential. 
Professional counseling is one 
more way they strengthen fami-
lies and alleviate poverty.

Meet Jess Adams,  
clinical liaison

Jess Adams is the newest 
addition to the Catholic Charities 
staff. She serves in a brand-
new role deemed vital by many 
priests: clinical liaison.

When it was discovered from 
surveys, interviews and research 
that mental health services were 
a great need, the clinical liaison 
position was created. Adams’ 
position serves as the first step 
in responding to the many coun-
seling needs identified in local 
parishes and Catholic schools. 

Every week parish priests 
and school staff encounter many 
families, some of whom des-
perately need more help than 
they can give. As a result, they 
see a great demand for profes-
sional counselors. Many of the 
families have complex, ongoing 
problems, such as marital and 
parenting issues. 

“The most important thing is 
that the 
priest 
can 

trust the counselor,” said 
Adams. “So, my job is to connect 
people with those counselors 
who will always approach a case 
from a Catholic point of view.”

To understand how this 
works, consider the fictional Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith. They go to their 
pastor seeking help with their 
marriage. He observes that the 
two are struggling with commu-
nication and would like to refer 
them to a qualified professional. 
Most importantly, he wants 
to make certain this counselor 
understands and honors the 
Catholic point of view of mar-
riage as a sacrament.

After receiving the referral 

from the priest or his designee, 
Adams will contact the party to 
discuss their needs. She may ask 
if they have a preference for a 
male or female counselor, or per-
haps one who speaks Spanish. 
With this information, she will 
seek out the right fit for their cir-
cumstances.

“People want someone they 
can open up to with the most 
personal details of their lives,” 
said Adams. “It’s my job to 
match them with a professional 
who is both competent and trust-
worthy.”

The clinical liaison position 
provides the diocese’s priests 
with ongoing support when they 

need assistance accessing com-
munity mental health resources 
for their parish or school fami-
lies. Catholic Charities sees this 
as a vital service so that the 
church can better respond to the 
emotional, psychological and 
spiritual needs of Catholics in the 
diocese. Long term, the agency 
hopes to develop a broader array 
of counseling.

Gloria Whitcraft is CEO of Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne–South Bend

BY GLORIA WHITCRAFT

Provided by Catholic Charities
Jess Adams, who is licensed and holds a master’s degree in community counseling, is Catholic Charities’ new clinical 
liaison for priests in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend. She assists them by providing referrals for parishioners 
and students in need of professional counseling.

SHORT-TERM SOLUTIONS
This initial intervention typically addresses a need or

    crisis situation in the short-term, which is typically less

      than one year.   

LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS
We specialize in assisting clients who face complex,

   long-term issues that prevent them from moving ahead 

      in their lives. These issues often require years of support

          to address successfully.   

 

 

SELF-SUFFICIENCY
The client(s) enter a period where they need little or no

    professional assistance for the issues they are confronting.
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John Garvey is the president of The 
Catholic University of America. 

Thirtieth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
Matthew 22:34-40

The Book of Exodus provides 
this weekend with its first 
reading. In ancient Jewish 

tradition, Exodus came from 
Moses. Therefore, in a most 
special way, it is the very word 
of God, since Moses represented 
God and was the link between 
God and the chosen people.

Through Moses, God gave 
to the Hebrews directions for 
every aspect of their lives. This 
weekend’s reading from Exodus 
addresses certain very specific 
realities in life, such as the lend-
ing of money.    

Primary in the Hebrew reli-

gion, from the beginning, was a 
respect for each person; a respect 
founded on the notion of God 
as creator and final governor of 
human lives. Every person has 
the right to be respected and 
treated justly. No one can be 
exploited or mistreated; not even 
strangers, not even enemies.

Of course, the details are 
important, but even more impor-
tant is total human obedience to 
God and to God’s law. 

For the second reading, 
the church presents a reading 
from Paul’s First Epistle to the 
Thessalonians. In this epistle, 
the apostle Paul’s advice is firm. 
He urges obedience to God, with-
out exception, compromise or 
qualification.

Paul offers his own devo-
tion to the Lord as an example. 
Following Jesus brings joy, the 
Apostle insists. Bearing witness 
to Christ — evangelization, to 
use a theological term often 
appearing in modern times — is 
an opportunity for Christians. 
Paul urged the Christian 
Thessalonians to be a model 
for all the people of Macedonia 
and Achaia. He tells the 

Thessalonians that their faith, 
their turning away from idols, 
was an inspiration to many.

St. Matthew’s Gospel provides 
the last reading. It is a familiar 
and beloved text.

Often seen as an effort to 
trick Jesus, the question of the 
Pharisees in this story may have 
had a more pragmatic purpose. 
The Pharisees were teachers, 
constantly instructing others 
about the law of Moses and con-
stantly calling others to obey this 
law. Reducing any teaching to a 
summary is always a good edu-
cational technique.

Even so, good will cannot be 
assumed without any other pos-
sibility. After all, many Pharisees 
disliked Jesus and would have 
liked to discredit the Lord’s mes-
sage if at all possible.

The Lord’s reply is obvious. It 
certainly is no departure from or 
repudiation of Jewish religious 
tradition, since it echoes ancient 
and fundamental Jewish belief.

More broadly, the Lord’s les-
son is directly to the point. God 
is supreme. The true disciple 
must reach every decision with 
the standard of love for God, 

uncompromised and absolute, 
first in their minds. Practically 
speaking, true discipleship 
means active respect for every 
other person, since every human 
being is God’s treasured creation.

God’s law is supreme and a 
mandate to love others. 

Reflection
True Christianity is more than 

an intellectual assent to certain 
theological propositions. While 
the creed of the church is vital, 
Christianity means a way of life 
and a state of mind, a heartfelt, 
personal choice to recognize 
God’s supremacy. Christianity is 
more than lip service.

In reality, unfailingly, it 
means loving others as God 
loves them; caring for others, 
always resisting any effort to 
belittle or exploit others. So, 
First Thessalonians reminds 
Christians of the need to bear 
witness forever to God’s love 
and justice. The message is 
especially important today, in 
a world in which so many are 
used and abused, indeed even in 
advanced, “free” societies.

Face the facts. Free, advanced 
societies can be very guilty in 
offenses committed against God 
and against vulnerable people. 
Not only tyrannies are at fault.

Actually, people in free societ-
ies are even more responsible 
before God, since they truly can 
influence public policy and form 
the culture.

Christians in democracies not 
only have the opportunity, but in 
fact the duty, to show and ask 
for God’s love for all.     

READINGS
Sunday:  Ex 22:20-26 Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51  
1 Thes 1:5c-10 Mt 22:34-40
Monday: Rom 8:12-17 Ps 68:2, 4, 6-7, 
20-21 Lk 13:10-17
Tuesday: Rom 8:18-25 Ps 126:1-6  
Lk 13:18-21
Wednesday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14 Ps 
24:1bc-4b, 5-6 1 Jn 3:1-3 Mt 5:1-12a    
Thursday: Wis 3:1-9 Ps 23:1-6 Rom 
5:5-11 Jn 6:37-40
Friday: Rom 9:1-5 Ps 147:12-15, 
19-20 Lk 14:1-6
Saturday: Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29 
Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 17-18 Lk 14:1, 7-11  

THE 
SUNDAY 
GOSPEL

MSGR. OWEN F. CAMPION

How one young activist 
thinks about social justice
As a college student, I spend 

much of my time deliberat-
ing the great questions of 

our day, not least among them: 
the limp salad or the pizza? 
Shredded carrots and dressing 
could spruce up the former; the 
latter’s grease I could dab off. 

But increasingly, the mini-
mal effort required to render the 
inedible appealing is daunting 
enough that I choose not to eat 
at all. It’s a pathetic defeat. I’m 
not blind to the privilege of a 
cafeteria at my disposal, but I 
know that neither will satisfy my 
hunger.

Young Catholics today find 
ourselves in a similar type of 
political cafeteria of options rang-
ing from unsavory to utterly unfit 
for consumption. The preparatory 
document for the 2018 synod on 
youth discusses the despair that 
arises from this situation, nam-
ing young people’s “resignation 
or fatigue in their will to desire” 
in the face of causes they wish to 
champion. In my experience, this 
fatigue is traced to the fear that 
embracing one movement means 
abandoning others. 

Our current political atmo-
sphere forces us to choose which 
demographic plights we find 
most compelling: Will we vote 
to support the unborn, people of 
color, women, people experienc-
ing poverty or immigrants and 
refugees? 

Suffering does not discrimi-
nate. But neither does the love 
of the cross. Poor options in the 
voting booth have blurred the 
line between the issues we feel 

passionate about and the people 
we give our compassion to.

My peers and I reject this 
equivocation. We are too sensi-
tive to hypocrisy. Social media 
has afforded us interconnected-
ness and access to information. 
False dilemmas threaten our 
desire for consistency and truth.

Thankfully, there is an anti-
dote: the whole-life perspective. 
Also known as the “consistent-
life ethic” or the “seamless-
garment approach,” it is the 
unwavering belief that all life is 
inherently valuable and worthy 
of protection. Many consider it 
the natural progression of the 
pro-life movement because it 
points beyond the symptomatic 
issues of the culture of death 
to their causes: poverty, forced 
migration, and lack of education 
and health care. 

When my peers and I look at 
the issue of abortion, we look to 
the underlying causes that might 
drive a woman to conclude that 
she has no other choice. What 
societal structures require reform 
(maternity leave, child care, 
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Love others the way you love the Lord

Making and renewing vows
Last week a friend invited 

my wife and me to join 
her in celebrating the 50th 

anniversary of her perpetual 
vows. It was a simple but mov-
ing ceremony. There was a 
Mass with guests and members 
of her religious community. At 
the offertory she renewed her 
vows of poverty, chastity, obe-
dience and hospitality.

I found my mind wandering 
back to 1967 when she first 
made them. The world around 
us was in ferment. Amid that 
turmoil, our friend had set her 
life on a path that led straight 
from that day to this. 

Taking those vows must 
have seemed at the time like 
Cortés scuttling his ships at 
Veracruz. She was staking 
everything on a cause, with no 
possibility of turning back.

Religious vocations are 
a rarer thing today than 
they were then. The Center 
for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate reports that the 
number of religious sisters in 
the United States peaked in 
1966 at 181,421. Today there 
are fewer than 50,000. 

I think one reason for this 
is that we have a hard time 
comprehending the possibility 
of perpetual vows. They seem 
to be at odds with the mod-
ern understanding of human 
nature. 

“The heart wants what it 
wants,” Woody Allen once 
said. “There’s no logic to those 
things. You meet someone 
and you fall in love and that’s 
that.” 

In this view of things, desire 
is the engine that moves us. 

We don’t control it by an exer-
cise of will. We might, through 
reason and effort, choose the 
means of getting what we 
want. But as for what that is, 
that’s for the heart to say. 

There’s no point in mak-
ing vows, because we can’t 
maintain them against a way-
ward heart. Better to recognize 
that psychological fact and 
leave ourselves some space to 
change.

Vows are ill-suited to the 
modern temperament for a sec-
ond reason. They are promises 
we make to God. They are not 
like oaths, which call on God to 
witness to the truth of what we 
say. That is a practice we law-
yers are familiar with. 

Vows, though, are like 
prayers or acts of adoration. 
What we offer up is our perse-
verance. 

And the point of the offering 
is not to concentrate the mind 
or to devote fuller attention to 
the projects of the order (for 
those who take them upon join-
ing a religious community). It is 
to acknowledge that God owns 
us, body and soul, and that we 
want to give him all we have as 
an act of worship.

We don’t make vows these 
days for the same reason we 
don’t pray. When Pope Benedict 
XVI visited Catholic University 
in 2008 he spoke with the bish-
ops of the United States and 
answered some questions. One 
of them was about the decline 
in religious vocations. 

He said that the solution to 
that problem was prayer. Not 
prayer for vocations, as we 
might think, but rather teach-

ing young people to pray. It’s a 
short step from prayer to vows.

The wonderful thing about 
our friend’s celebration was 
not just that she had made her 
vows, but that she had kept 
them. No doubt there were 
times during the last half-cen-
tury when she wobbled or won-
dered about her commitment. 
Taking vows seriously, as she 
no doubt did, does stiffen one’s 
resolve. 

But the odd and wonderful 
thing about offering God our 
perseverance is that he will 
answer our prayers by helping 
us live up to our promises.

IN LIGHT  
OF FAITH

JEANNE MARIE HATHWAY

INTELLECT 
AND VIRTUE

JOHN GARVEY
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Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary 
bishop of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles and the founder of Word 
on Fire Catholic Ministries.

George Weigel’s ‘Lessons in Hope’
George Weigel’s latest 

book, “Lessons in Hope: 
My Unexpected Life with 

St. John Paul II,” is the third 
panel in a great triptych he has 
composed in honor of the most 
consequential Catholic figure of 
the second half of the 20th cen-
tury. While the first two books 
— “Witness to Hope” and “The 
End and the Beginning” — are 
marked by careful analysis and 
thousands of footnotes, this last 
volume is more personal, filled 
with anecdotes and stories about 
the author’s many encounters 
with John Paul over the years. 
Taken as a whole, it is a mag-
nificent reflection on the saintly 
pope’s observation that, in the 
final analysis, there are no coin-
cidences, but rather only features 
of the divine providence that we 
have not yet fully understood. 
Weigel shows the interweaving 
of his own life and John Paul’s 
as an operation of grace that 
served — as is always the case 
when grace is in play — to ben-
efit both men. 

His distant preparation for 
the encounter with John Paul 
commenced with his studies in 
philosophy as a young man. The 
introduction to the great Western 
philosophical tradition enabled 
him, many years later, to under-
stand the work of a pope whose 
mind was formed in large part 
by Thomist metaphysics and the 
phenomenological method of 
Edmund Husserl. The apprentice-
ship continued with Weigel’s 
immersion in the Sturm und 
Drang of the post-conciliar scene 
in both America and Canada. 
Many intellectuals at the time 
were convinced that Vatican II 
represented, at best, a promising 
first step toward the full modern-
ization of the church. Their pro-
gram, accordingly, was radical 
accommodation to the current 
scene, not so much a “reading of 
the signs of the times” as a sur-
render to them. The inadequa-
cies of the liberal theology of 
the 1970s caused Weigel to take 
a deeper look at the thought of 
Henri de Lubac, Hans Urs von 
Balthasar, and Joseph Ratzinger, 
three men who felt that the post-

conciliar conversation had gone 
off the rails and who would play 
a pivotal role in the papacy of 
John Paul II. 

A final and crucial propae-
deutic to telling the story of John 
Paul was Weigel’s deep immer-
sion in the political and intel-
lectual culture of Poland in the 
years following the revolution of 
1989. Interviewing ecclesiastics, 
politicos, labor union leaders, 
artists and ordinary folks, Weigel 
heard, over and again, that 
the key to understanding the 
transformation of life in Poland 
was the visit of John Paul to his 
home country in 1979. Speaking 
in public of God, of human 
rights, of sin and redemption, of 
the Incarnation and eternal life, 
John Paul, during that historic 
pilgrimage, awakened in his own 
people a desire for that most 
fundamental of freedoms: reli-
gious liberty. The cry, “We want 
God! We want God! We want 
God!” echoing for 15 minutes 
in the central square of Warsaw 
during John Paul’s homily gave 
expression to the aspirations of 
oppressed people throughout 
Eastern Europe and proved to 
be the beginning of the end of 
Soviet Communism.

The combination of these 
experiences was preparing 
Weigel for the fateful dinner that 
he would share in 1995 with 
Richard John Neuhaus, papal 
secretary Stanislaw Dziwisz, and 
John Paul II himself. Having read 
Weigel’s treatment of the Polish 
revolution of 1989, the pope was 
convinced that the young(ish) 
American scholar was the right 
person to compose the definitive 
biography. With some gentle 
prompting and encouragement 
from Neuhaus, the pope, as it 
were, popped the question, and 
Weigel knew that his life would 
never be the same. One might 
think that the account of the 
composition of this enormous 
study would be a tad dry. On 
the contrary, Weigel’s anecdotes 
of interviews with some of the 
most significant figures in the 
Vatican are fascinating, and his 
stories of conversations with 
many of the pope’s Polish col-

leagues, especially the members 
of his original youth group in 
Kraków, are deeply moving and 
often quite funny. Though he 
explored this theme in the pre-
vious two books on John Paul, 
Weigel brings out with particular 
clarity in this volume how the 
pope universalized many of his 
moves and initiatives as priest 
and bishop in Kraków when he 
took the chair of Peter, the series 
of World Youth Days being the 
most striking example. 

In the second half of “Lessons 
in Hope,” Weigel several times 
describes lunches and dinners 
that he shared with John Paul 
and his inner circle. Marked by 
prayer, good food and wine, 
the speaking of a variety of 
languages, lots of laughter, 
a rich exchange of ideas and 
vibrant discussion of the lat-
est cultural trends, these meals 
served, it seems to me, as a 
symbol of John Paul’s vibrant 
papacy. Precisely because he 
was an ardent disciple of Jesus 
Christ, John Paul was a pas-
sionate humanist. His favorite 
passage from the Vatican II 
document “Gaudium et Spes,” 
cited again and again in his 
papal writings, is “The truth is 
that only in the mystery of the 
Incarnate Word does the mys-
tery of man take on light.” It 
was the pope’s Christian faith 
that enabled him, at a crucial 
moment in modern history, 
to propose to the world a cor-
rect and liberating anthropol-
ogy. Through the grace of God, 
George Weigel was uniquely 
positioned to tell that story.

education, health care) to make 
abortion not only illegal, but 
unthinkable? 

The whole-life movement con-
firms our instinct that the pre-
ciousness of human life should 
be the starting point of policy, 
not an occasional byproduct. The 
whole-life perspective pulls us 
out of muddled party affiliations 
to ask: 

Are these policies consistent 
with my respect for human dig-
nity? Have I looked closely at 
their repercussions for the poor 
and marginalized? Am I settling 
for choices that degrade, rather 
than build up, the human fam-
ily? 

Potent as it is for young 

people, the whole-life perspective 
should be instinctive to Catholics 
of all ages. It is marked by inter-
sectionality, the awareness that 
no issue can be authentically 
isolated because every aspect of 
life in society impacts the others. 
The interconnectedness of all 
suffering and its proximity to the 
heart of Jesus is the great revela-
tion of the cross. 

How powerful it is, the real-
ization that the cruciform shape 
of our faith itself is an intersec-
tion, which by its nature drives 
us toward a central meeting 
place. In the intersection, we 
take the first step to healing the 
brokenness of suffering: encoun-
ter. The eternal cross outlasts 
every political platform. It is 
the best vantage point for the 
human condition.

Ultimately, this -- the whole-
life movement sprung from 
the heart of the cross -- is the 
answer to every great question 
of our day. It pulls me out of the 
false dilemma to remember that 
there are options beyond what I 
see before me: It is the realiza-
tion that, young as I might be, I 
still know how to cook. 

Join the conversation. Submit 
a proposal for a guest column 
to inlightoffaith@catholicnews.
com.

Jeanne Marie Hathway is a student at 
the Catholic University of America 
in Washington, D.C. She is a guest 
columnist for the Catholic News 
Service column “In Light of Faith.”
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Saint of the Week

Simon and Jude

Listed among the Twelve Apostles in the New Testament, Simon is 
“the Canaanite” to Matthew and Mark and “the Zealot” to Luke; Jude 
is “Thaddeus” to Matthew and Mark, “Judas of James” to Luke, and 
“Judas, not Iscariot” to John. After Pentecost, they disappear. However, 
according to Eastern tradition, Simon died peacefully in Edessa, while 
Western tradition has him evangelizing in Egypt, then teaming up 
with Jude, who had been in Mesopotamia, on a mission to Persia, 
where they were martyred on the same day. Simon is the patron saint 
of tanners and lumberjacks; Jude is the patron of desperate causes, 
possibly because early Christians would pray to him, with a name 
evoking Judas Iscariot, only when all else failed.

First Century
Feast October 28
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QUEBRADILLAS, Puerto 
Rico (CNS) — A month after 
Hurricane Maria devastated 
Puerto Rico, Catholic organiza-
tions, groups and individuals 
were still among the most promi-
nent responders to the needs of a 
suffering people.

Despite early logistical 
obstacles, as of Oct. 20, the local 
Caritas chapter had disbursed 
over $1.1 million in aid to an 
estimated 50,000 people — 
including food, clothing, first 
aid supplies, potable water and 
sundries. At its San Juan office, 
hot lunches also were being dis-
tributed daily to members of the 
community.

“We had to blindly design a 
response plan,” Father Enrique 
“Kike” Camacho, executive 
director of Caritas Puerto Rico, 
told Catholic News Service Oct. 

19. “But after communications 
opened somewhat, we began 
improving the plan based on 
diocesan reports. Today, we have 

a well-coordinated relief system 
at Puerto Rico’s 500 parishes in 
all six dioceses.”

Caritas has been closely 
working with Catholic Charities 
USA on Puerto Rico’s recovery 
since Hurricane Irma brushed 
the island’s northern coast two 
weeks before Maria followed 
Sept. 20.

Kim Burgo, senior director of 
disaster operations for Catholic 
Charities, told CNS: “One of our 
biggest challenges is money 
because there were two other 
hurricanes before ... but then 
Maria comes along, which in 
many ways was worse than 
Harvey and Irma, and people 
have donor fatigue and it is very 
difficult to get donations for 
Puerto Rico. The need here is so 
much greater, yet the financial 
resources are so much less.”

Puerto Rico’s post-hurricane 
recovery efforts have been largely 
a grass-roots impulse, mainly 
spearheaded by newly formed 
young adult movements and reli-
gious groups that have become 
an alternative to slow, complex 
and bureaucratic government 
procedures. Most of these 

groups, local and coming from 
the U.S., include Catholics.

Katherine Riolo, a Catholic 
volunteer with the Canadian 
relief foundation Impact Nations, 
came to Quebradillas, a town of 
25,000 residents in northwest 
Puerto Rico, with a team of four 
to help distribute 300 portable 
water filters around isolated 
homes deep in the mountains. 
Riolo is a retired schoolteacher 
and a 30-year missionary veteran 
who is a member of the Sangre 
de Cristo Parish in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. This was her first 
disaster-related mission.

“All the devastation ... when 
you see this, no electricity, fami-
lies living with no water to bathe 
in, it’s hard and they are trauma-
tized,” Riolo told CNS while dis-
tributing the water filters around 
Quebradilla’s Guajataca sector 
Oct. 21. “When you come into 
someone’s house, they don’t for-
get that, and when you tell them, 
‘God thinks about you so much 
that he sent us ... and there’s a 
whole lot of people in my town 
thinking about you,’ they don’t 
forget that..”

Asked about what drives her 
to do missionary work, Riolo 
simply answered: “We are the 
hands and feet of Jesus.”

Bishop Daniel Fernandez of 
Arecibo touched on that exact 
sentiment from Riolo at a Mass 
at St. Raphael the Archangel 
Church in Quebradillas Oct. 22, 
World Mission Sunday.

“The Father sent his son into 
the world — mission means to 
send,” said Bishop Fernandez 
during his homily. “If sending 
means mission or mission means 
send, then Jesus was the first 
missionary.”

Just as the church cannot 
avoid being missionary, the 
bishop said, neither can Catholics 
avoid it. Therefore, he said, offer-
ing witness of our faith has to 
be practiced with good deeds “in 
times of hurricanes like this one.”

Parishes in the inner moun-
tain regions of Puerto Rico have 
fared the worst after Hurricane 
Maria. Not only have their 
congregations’ financial sup-
port diminished due to massive 
unemployment, but also federal 
and local government support is 
not being received in their towns. 
Many parishes, like St. Raphael 
the Archangel, are holding ongo-
ing relief collections for them.

Before Mass, Bishop 
Fernandez told CNS the Diocese 
of Arecibo is distributing all aid 
coming from Caritas directly to 
its 59 parishes. His diocese and 
the Diocese of Mayaguez are the 
most damaged of the dioceses. 
The island has one archdiocese, 
San Juan, and five dioceses.

“I’m perceiving much unity 
and even calm within the faith-
ful,” said Bishop Fernandez. 
“However, (the priests and I) 
are attentive because we know 
that as time passes and, if the 
situation doesn’t improve at an 
adequate pace, tolerance levels 
might diminish as the physical 
exhaustion rises.”

Recovery after Hurricane 
Maria, one of the most destruc-
tive in Puerto Rico’s history, 
has been slow. Official reliable 
statistics about hurricane dam-
age, including an accurate death 
toll, have been scarce and widely 
debated by experts.

The latest government time-
table for recovery announced Oct. 
19 says 90 percent of the island 
will have its electric power nor-
malized by Dec. 15. That recov-
ery plan is said to yield a totally 
new and diversified power grid 
that would bring back hydroelec-
tric systems and add solar power 
components.

Traditionally a Catholic peo-
ple, Puerto Ricans feel the church 
tends to be the most trustworthy 
source of relief in disaster condi-
tions. For Father Kike, that rep-
resents one of the church’s most 
important challenges.

BY WALLACE J. DE LA VEGA

Saint Mary of the Annunciation Church in Bristol 
is looking for a part-time OR full-time Music Director.  
Applicant must be available to provide music for three 
Masses each weekend, as well as funerals, weddings, 
holidays and Holy Days.  Applicant must be able to 
sing, cantor, and play the piano and organ and must 
also possess the skills necessary to develop and work 
with adult and young adult choirs.  Salary negotiable.  
Interested persons should send a resume to Father 
Bob Van Kempen at annunciationchurch-bristol@
hotmail.com or Saint Mary of the Annunciation, P.O. 
Box 245, Bristol, IN 46507

NOW HIRING: Music Director

CNS photo/Bob Roller
A volunteer hands food to a victim of Hurricane Maria Oct. 21 in Utuato, 
Puerto Rico. The town has been without power or water for more than a 
month after the hurricane devastated the island.

Jobs in Fort Wayne with

PART
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FULL
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Openings on 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts
RETIREES WELCOME
Apply online at cioccas.com
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Fort Wayne
Mary E. Jansen, 94,  
St. Vincent de Paul

Irene F. Shelburne, 
92, St. Joseph Hessen 
Cassel

Betty Lou Berger, 91, 
St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton

Karen Davis, 75,  
St. Jude

Edward Alberding, 81, 
St. Vincent de Paul

Thomas A. Sorg, 69, St. 
Joseph Hessen Cassel

Joseph P. Specht, 82, 
St. Therese

Granger
Spring M. Zmudzinski, 
61, St. Pius X

Huntington
Sister Rose Ann Trudell, 
OLVM, 89, Archbishop 
Noll Chapel

Mishawaka
Thomas E. Pauwels, 69, 
St. Bavo

New Haven
Mark Gerard Grimmer, 
St. John the Baptist

Roanoke
James S. Romary, 76, 
St. Joseph

South Bend
Anne B. Monserez, 90, 
St. Matthew Cathedral

Mary Ann Tallberg, 86, 
St. Anthony de Padua

Mary K. Eder, 85, 
Sanctuary at St. Paul’s

Stanley E. Jozwiak, 98, 
Christ the King

Warsaw
Rosa Isela Ramos, 43, 
Sacred Heart

Holiday Craft BOO!zaar
MISHAWAKA — St. Joseph 
School, 217 W. 3rd St., will host 
a craft BOO!zaar Saturday, Oct. 
28, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. of over 
70 booths of handmade crafts by 
local artisans, plus commercial 
vendors, baked goods and hot 
lunch. Children may trick-or-treat 
in a safe environment. Large and 
mini-raffles. Bring a non-perish-
able food item for the St. Vincent 
de Paul food pantry and receive a 
free entry into the mini-raffle.

St. Therese Masquerade Ball
FORT WAYNE — St. Therese 
Parish will hold a Masquerade 
Ball on Saturday, Oct. 28, from 
7-10 p.m. in the Parish Hall, 
2304 Lower Huntington Rd. The 
event is for anyone ages 18 and 
up. The cost is a freewill offering 
and a snack to share. There will 
be a cash bar for all beverages. 
Costumes are encouraged but not 
required, but there will be a prize 
awarded for the best costume. 
RSVP to Pat Espinosa, 260-410-
7791, or Jim Jur at 260-403-4134.

Fancy Fair craft bazaar and cookie bar
ROME CITY — St. Gaspar Parish, 
10871 N State Road 9, will host 
Fancy Fair Saturday, Oct. 28, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., with hun-
dreds of craft items, huge cookie 
bar with many varieties, home-
made lunch of soups and sand-
wiches all at a low cost. This 
annual event supports charities 
funded by the Altar and Rosary 
Sodality.

Knights of Columbus to host euchre  
tournament
FORT WAYNE — The Knights of 
Columbus Council No. 11276 will 
have a euchre tournament on 
Saturday, Oct. 28, from 6-10:30 
p.m. in the St Elizabeth Ann 
Seton school cafeteria, 10700 
Aboite Center Rd. You must be 
21 to attend. Cost is $20 per per-
son, and you will need a partner. 
For information contact Michael 
Shane at 260-444-4301.

St. Mary’s ministries to host dance
FORT WAYNE — The St. Mary’s 
Soup Kitchen Ministries fund-

raising event will  be held at the 
St. Mary Mother of God Church 
parish hall, Saturday, Oct. 28 
from 7-11 p.m. in the hall, 
1101 S. Lafayette St. The St. 
Mary’s Soup Kitchen Ministries 
include the soup kitchen, Ave 
Maria House, St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, and St. Martin de Porres 
Society. Tickets are $10.

Pancake and sausage breakfast to help 
needy this Christmas
WATERLOO — St. Michael the 
Archangel Catholic Church, 1098 
C.R. 39, will have an all-you-can-
eat breakfast Sunday, Oct. 29, 
from 9 a.m. to noon, sponsored 
by St. Michael’s Youth Group. All 
proceeds will help local families 
this Christmas.

Father Solanus Casey Vocation Society
FORT WAYNE — The Father 
Solanus Casey Vocation Society 
will meet on Nov. 3, at St. Joseph 
Hospital, 700 Broadway, with 
Mass at 11:30 a.m. in the hospi-
tal chapel followed by lunch and 
guest speaker, Father Jonathan 

Submit obituaries to 
mweber@diocesefwsb.org

For a full calendar of events and to share yours
Visit www.todayscatholic.org/event
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Norton, parochial vicar at St. 
Vincent de Paul Church. He 
will speak on being a recently 
ordained priest and his upcom-
ing military service.

“Sister Act: The Musical”
FORT WAYNE — The University 
of Saint Francis School of 
Creative Arts will present “Sister 
Act,” Friday through Sunday, 
Nov. 3-5 and 10-12, at the USF 
Robert Goldstine Performing Arts 
Center, 431 W. Berry St., Tickets 
are available through ArtsTix 
Community Box Office at 260-
422-4226 or online anytime at 
tickets.artstix.org. 

Queen of Angels Fallfest Gala
FORT WAYNE — Queen of 
Angels Fallfest Gala will be 
Saturday, Nov. 4, from 7-10 p.m. 
in the Monsignor Faber Activities 
Center, 600 W. State Blvd., with 
drinks, auctions, live music by 
JTaylors, appetizers, light snacks 
and desserts.

Annual Rosary for the Poor Souls
MISHAWAKA — The annual 
rosary for the Poor Souls will 
be prayed on Sunday, Nov. 5 at 
2 p.m. at St. Joseph Cemetery. 
The cemetery is located at the 
southeast corner of Jefferson and 
Liberty in Mishawaka.
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church? We, at Trinity, believe 
that the Reformation was origi-
nally intended to be a reform 
movement in the church and 
not become a separate church. 
History, unfortunately, did not 
play out this way. 

“Thankfully in recent times, 
much progress has been made 
and more conversation has hap-
pened between Catholics and 
Lutherans in the last 50 years 
than the rest of the 500 years. In 
these ever-darkening times, we 
believe Christians, and especially 
those of us in the great Catholic 
tradition, need each other. What 
we share in common belief is 
vastly more than where we dif-
fer,” he noted. “We must speak 
and work together as Christians 
— especially for the unborn, for 
marriage and family.” 

In his opening remarks, 
Bishop Rhoades referenced the 
fraternal exchanges between 
Trinity and St. Pius X, express-
ing joy and gratitude for them. 
“I am very happy to see this 
friendship, a local expression of 
the holy quest for Christian unity 
that marks our commitment as 
Catholics and Lutherans to the 
restoration of full communion 
between us,” he said. “Together 
we believe that Christ calls all 
His disciples to unity. We know 
that this is a great challenge, 
especially after 500 years of 
separation. It is a difficult path 
in many ways, yet we can give 
thanks to God for the progress 
that has been made in this jour-
ney the past 50 years. 

“On the eve of His sacrifice on 
the cross, Our Lord prayed to the 
Father for His disciples that ‘they 
might be one,’ he continued. 
“Our division contradicts the will 
of Our Lord. The Second Vatican 
Council stated that our division 
‘openly contradicts the will of 
Christ, provides a stumbling 
block to the world, and inflicts 
damage on the most holy cause 
of proclaiming the Good News to 
every creature’” (UR 1). 

When he was younger, the 
bishop said, he observed differ-
ences, but also a growing respect 
and love between members of 
his own Catholic, Lutheran and 
Greek Orthodox extended fam-
ily. “So, though I speak from the 
perspective of a Catholic bishop, I 
am a Christian with a living and 
personal family ecumenical expe-
rience. One thing I have learned 
from this experience is that what 
we hold in common, what we 
believe in common, is far greater 
than our differences. Too often, 
we focus on the differences and 
disagreements, which can cloud 
this truth.

“I think it is important as I 
share with you my reflections 
on the Reformation, and this is 
very important in ecumenical 
relations, that we keep in mind 
the beliefs we share,” Bishop 
Rhoades emphasized. “They are 
core beliefs. … There is a com-
munion among us which already 
exists, though it is imperfect. In 
the Catholic Church, we speak 
of a hierarchy of truths. There is 
an order of the truths in Catholic 

doctrine, insofar as they vary in 
their relation to the central mys-
tery and foundation of Christian 
faith. The central mystery of 
Christian faith and life is the 
mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. 
We share this Trinitarian faith. 
We share faith in the Incarnate 
Son of God, in Jesus as Our Lord 
and Redeemer. We both honor 
Sacred Scripture as the inspired 
Word of God. We share faith in 
all the articles of the Apostles’ 
and Nicene Creeds. The com-
mon faith that we already share 
should not be taken for granted 
nor considered unimportant, 
especially given the increasingly 
post-Christian society in which 
we live at this time,” he encour-
aged.

“What happened 500 years 

ago next week was not a dec-
laration of separation from the 
Catholic Church. On Oct. 31, 
1517, Martin Luther sent his 
95 theses to the Archbishop of 
Mainz. In that letter with the 
95 theses, Luther expressed 
his serious concerns about the 
preaching and the practice of 
indulgences. His desire was to 
have an academic discussion, 
a disputation, on this issue. 
Luther felt that the practice of 
indulgences was damaging to 
Christian spirituality. I wonder 
sometimes what would have 
happened if the pope or bish-
ops at the time had been more 
open to Luther’s call to reform, 
rather than react as they did. Or 
if Martin Luther had been more 
patient in his reform efforts, 

appreciated more the Church’s 
earlier unsuccessful efforts at 
reform as well as the positive 
aspects of late medieval theology 
and piety,” he said. “Could the 
split have been averted if both 
sides acted more in conformity 
with the charity of Christ? There 
was certainly corruption in the 
Church that needed to be rooted 
out. More rigorous reforms were 
needed.”

 “You may remember the 
historic visit of Pope Benedict 
XVI to the ancient Augustinian 
convent in Erfurt, Germany on 
Sept. 23, 2011. It was in that 
convent that Luther studied the-
ology and where he celebrated 
his first Mass. On that occasion, 
Pope Benedict said the follow-
ing: ‘What constantly exercised 

Luther was the question of God, 
the deep passion and driving 
force of his whole life’s journey. 
“How do I receive the grace 
of God?”: this question struck 
him in the heart and lay at the 
foundation of all his theological 
searching and inner struggle. 
…’ Pope Benedict said that the 
fact that this question (‘How 
do I receive the grace of God?’) 
was the driving force of Luther’s 
whole life never ceased to make 
a deep impression on him. 

“We can’t change the past,” 
the bishop continued. “History 
is history. But we can move 
forward learning from the past. 
Together, we reject the hatred 
and violence of the Reformation 
period. We must set aside con-
flict as we strive for the resto-
ration of our full communion. 
It is important that we renew 
our commitment to theologi-
cal dialogue and not give up on 
the hope of reunion, of one day 
receiving the Eucharist together. 
… We must persevere, with fer-
vent prayer, to try to overcome 
these obstacles with the help of 
the Holy Spirit.”

That note of hope summed up 
a desire held by Leona Wilson-
Mann, for unity between the 
two churches. Fellow Trinity 
parishioner Ron Stallman walked 
away mulling another point. 
“This question posed by Bishop 
Rhoades sticks with me: ‘I won-
der what would have happened 
if the pope and archbishops 
would have been more open and 
Luther had been more patient?” 
As our dialogue as Catholics and 
Lutherans continues, may we 
now be open and patient. May 
we overcome prejudices and 
misunderstandings and remem-
ber that Christ would have his 
church exemplify his love and his 
desire that we may be one. As I 
left the gathering, I was smiling, 
and I believe Christ was too.”

Father Bill Schooler, pastor 
of St. Pius X, echoed the call to 
unity, “With the animosity of 
several hundred years gone, I 
hope that we can come to a bet-
ter understanding of our theo-
logical issues both on which we 
agree and on which we disagree, 
and explore ways of being a 
brighter light as Christ’s body in 
this community.”

“I appreciated that he, a 
Catholic bishop, would say that 
he no longer just laments the 
Reformation, but is even thank-
ful for its gifts,” reflected Pastor 
Mielke. “He also stressed that 
the task of ecumenism is not an 
option but a work that we must 
do. And yet, following John Paul 
II and Benedict XVI, it is ulti-
mately not our work but a gift of 
the Holy Spirit. For this gift we 
must be open in prayer, humility 
and forgiveness.”

St. Pius X will host Rev. Rick 
Stuckwisch, pastor and theo-
logian of the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod, at 7 p.m. Nov. 
13, to continue the local Catholic-
Lutheran dialogue. All are wel-
come to attend.

REFORM, from page 1

Photos by Jodi Marlin
Offering his perspective on the motivations for and effects of the Reformation, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades speaks to 
members of Trinity Lutheran Church, Elkhart, on Oct. 23. On Oct. 31 Protestant denominations will observe the 500th 
anniversary of the date Martin Luther set the Reformation in motion by nailing his 95 Theses to the door of Castle 
Church in Wittenberg.

Bishop Rhoades takes a question from the audience  
following his presentation. Trinity Associate Pastor Spencer Mielke, left, and Bishop 

Rhoades continue the conversation.
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